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AP CM reviews
domestic gas

supply

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
directed officials and oil
companies to address
domestic gas supply
challenges arising due
to global conflicts. He
emphasised the need to
promote the use of Piped
Natural Gas (PNG) as a
preferred alternative.
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Vantara Launches

Global Wildlife

University

Vantara, the global
wildlife conservation
organisation founded

by Reliance Industries
Executive Director
Anant Ambani, has
announced the launch of
Vantara University

in Jamnagar,

Gujarat.
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Nitish in Na-
tional Politics,
BJP Era in Bihar

Nitish Kumar’s

shift from Bihar’s

Chief Ministership—after
nearly two decades of
transformative
governance and a

record ten oaths of
office—to the Rajya Sabha
marks a pivotal
transition in the state’s
politics.
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RTC employees
to receive
2.1% DA hike
effective
January, 2026

HYDERABAD, APRIL 10

Minister for Transport
Ponnam Prabhakar
on Friday announced
a 2.1% increase in the
Dearness  Allowance
(DA) for RTC employ-
ees, effective from this
calendar year. The DA
will rise from the pre-
vious rate of 50.7% to
52.8% for employees.
This revised DA will
take effect starting Jan-
uary 1, 2026. The state
government has com-
mitted to disbursing
the arrears for the last
three months through
supplementary

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >
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Suryavanshi
Blitz, Jurel 81
Power RR to
Easy Win Over
RCB*
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Nayanthara
Chooses
Husband’s
Event, Faces
Backlash

CM Revanth attends

Indira Bhavan in New Delhi on

sion scheduled from April 16 to

BOX -OFFICE 12

CWC meeting in Delhi

New Delhi, April 10: Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy at-
tended the Congress Working Committee (CWC) meeting held at

Friday, chaired by AICC President

Mallikarjun Kharge. Senior leaders including Rahul Gandhi, K.C.
Venugopal, Priyanka Gandhi, Jairam Ramesh, Salman Khurshid,
Ambika Soni, Sachin Pilot, and Bhupesh Baghel participated in the
meeting, along with Chief Ministers of Congress-ruled states such
as Karnataka and Himachal Pradesh.

Key issues discussed reportedly included the delimitation of Lok
Sabha and Assembly constituencies and women’s reservation. The
meeting gained significance ahead of the special Parliament ses-

18.

Revenue increased through
Al technology, tax monitoring: Bhatti

(i
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HYDERABAD, APRIL 10

During the meeting of the Cab-
inet Sub-Committee focused on
revenue generation and resource
mobilisation, Deputy  Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka re-
marked that the implementation
of contemporary technologies
such as artificial intelligence,
alongside ongoing oversight of
tax revenues across various de-
partments and organized ad-
ministration, has resulted in en-
hanced revenue generation.

The meeting was held on Fri-
day at the secretariat under the

Chief Minister.

chairmanship of the Deputy

tam Kumar Reddy and Jupally

Krishna Rao, along with other
members, participated in the
review. He highlighted that the

Ministers Ut-

adoption of AI technology has
helped enhance revenue streams
in departments such as mining
and transport. Bhatti Vikramar-
ka instructed officials to act more
stringently against illegal sand
mining, crusher operations, illegal
transportation, and overloading.
He noted that due to continuous
reviews and strict tax adminis-
tration measures, GST revenue in
the commercial taxes department
has shown a 15% increase over the
past three months. Similarly, the
Registration department has also
recorded revenue growth.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 »
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industan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) on Friday handed over four
HALH—Mk3 Maritime Role helicopters to the Indian Coast Guard,
meeting its delivery schedule under an ongoing contract. The hel-
icopters were formally delivered at an event in Bengaluru to DIG Rajesh
Makwana, Coast Guard Commander (Western Seaboard), by PB Rangarao,
CEO of HAL's Helicopter Complex. The delivery is part of a nine-helicopter
contract signed in March 2024, aimed at strengthening the Coast Guard’s
maritime operational capability.
... Bengaluru

“Brother... God himself
sent me to work with you”

Jeevan Reddy meets KCR at Erravelli;
Emotional remarks mark reunion

K TR, former
ministers,
and key
party leaders
extended a
grand welcome
to Jeevan Reddy
when he arrived
at the Erravelli
residence.

KTR warmly
 received Jeevan
Reddy with a
bouquet upon
his arrival.

HYDERABAD, APRIL 10:  described as cordial, was mer MLA K. Vidyasagar
attended by party work- Rao. Jeevan Reddy, ac-
Former minister  ing president K. T. Rama  companied by his sons

and former Jagityal Zilla
Parishad  Chairperson
Vasantha Suresh, was
given a grand welcome
upon arrival. KTR re-
ceived him with a bou-
quet, while other leaders
greeted him at the venue.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 »

Rao along with several
senior leaders, including
former ministers Koppu-
la Eshwar, Gangula Ka-
malakar, V. Prashanth
Reddy, MLC L. Rama-
na, MLA Dr. K. Sanjay,
former MP Joginapally
Santosh Kumar, and for-

Tatiparthi Jeevan Red-
dy met Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) president
K. Chandrashekar Rao
at the Erravelli resi-
dence on Friday, in what
turned into a warm and
emotionally charged in-
teraction. The meeting,

BERLIN, APRIL 10 ening structured

employment pathways
enhancing the participation
of skilled Indian professionals
in Germany, Europe’s largest

In a significant move aimed
at expanding overseas job
opportunities for Telangana
youth, a high-level delegation
led by Labour, Employment &
Mines Minister Dr. G. Vivek
Venkataswamy held strate-
gic discussions with India’s
Ambassador to Germany, Ajit
Gupte, at the Indian Embas-
sy in Berlin on Friday. The
meeting focused on strength-

economy.

The discussions
Indian community

nearly

CONTINUED

Telangana Boosts
Global Job Outreach

Minister Vivek Engages Indian Envoy in Germany

Growing demand for
Indian professionals

ed the rising presence of the

ny, estimated at 311,000, with

Jupally slams
Harish over double
standards on
Palamuru projects
HYDERABAD, APRIL 10

Minister for Tourism Ju-
pally Krishna Rao launched a
scathing attack on former min-
ister and BRS MLA T. Harish
Rao, accusing him of adopting
double standards regarding
projects in the erstwhile Pala-
muru district.

During a media briefing at
the Congress Legislative Party
(CLP) office within the Assem-
bly on Friday, Jupally Krishna
Rao, accompanied by MLAs G.
Madhusudan Reddy and Veer-
lapalli Shankar, condemned
the situation as disgraceful.

He pointed out that the pre-
vious BRS government had
initiated Government Orders
(GOs) for the development of
the Gollapalli Reservoir but
is now hindering the project's
progress for political advan-
tage.

The Minister recalled that it
was the previous BRS govern-
ment itself that issued

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 »

overseas
and

highlight-

in Germa-
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BREATHER POLITICAL HEAT

Pawan Khera Gets Seven Days,
But The Storm Has Just Begun

A short legal shield from the Telangana High
Court gives Congress leader Pawan Khera
temporary protection from arrest in a high-
voltage case triggered by his allegations against
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma'’s
wife. The courtroom pause now collides head-
on with an election season already charged
with suspicion, counter-claims and calculated
messaging.

he clock is ticking, and the courtroom
Thas merely pressed pause, not stop.
Pawan Khera walks out of immediate

danger, shielded for a week by the Telangana
High Court. But let’s be clear. This is not vindi-
cation. This is breathing space. A narrow legal
corridor carved out just long enough for him
to move the next piece in a rapidly escalating
legal chessboard. The allegations he fired on 5
April were not routine political jabs. They went
straight to the nerve centre of credibility. He ac-
cused Riniki Bhuyan Sarma of holding multiple
foreign passports and possessing undisclosed
overseas assets. In an election-bound state, that
is not just a claim. That is a detonation. And the
response was swift, clinical and heavy.

THE LEGAL FIREPOWER

Multiple sections. Multiple fronts. Maximum
pressure. The FIR filed in Assam is not a sin-
gle-strand accusation.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >
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Motor-Free Drive Turns
ontentious in KPHB as Residents
Raise Water Pres

Samudrala Kiran,
Correspondent

MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI

A special enforcement drive by the
Hyderabad Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board (HMWSSB)
in KPHB Colony 7th Phase triggered
strong protests from residents after
officials removed and seized water
motors allegedly attached illegally to
municipal pipelines, in what the de-
partment described as a crackdown
on a punishable practice that disrupts
equitable water supply.

The operation was carried out un-
der HMWSSB’s special “motor-free
tap water drive,” aimed at curbing the
illegal use of suction motors fixed di-
rectly to public water lines. According
to officials, such motors draw water
with excessive force, reducing pres-
sure in the network and depriving
neighboring households of their share
of supply.

Invoking provisions of the Hyder-
abad Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Act, 1989, officials said at-
taching motors to water lines allotted
for domestic use is illegal and action-
able. The department maintains that
the practice not only violates the law
but also undermines the principle of
fair distribution, especially in densely

Pawan Khera Gets Seven Days,

populated residential colonies where
water pressure is already uneven.

But the crackdown in KPHB Col-
ony quickly turned contentious, as
residents gathered around officials
and openly questioned the logic of
enforcement without first addressing
the larger issue of poor water pres-
sure. Residents told the department
that if water reached homes with ade-
quate force, there would be no reason
to use motors at all. Many argued that
the use of pumps was not a matter of
convenience, but of compulsion in an
area where low pressure often leaves
taps running weak or dry during sup-
ply hours.

“If the pressure was sufficient, we
would not need to adopt such meth-
ods,” several residents reportedly told
officials during the drive, expressing
frustration over what they described
as a ground reality long ignored by
the authorities.

The protest took a sharper turn
when residents alleged selective en-
forcement. They claimed that the
use of motors is common across the
locality and questioned why only cer-
tain houses were targeted while oth-
ers were left untouched. According
to them, action against a few homes
would do little to resolve the problem
unless the department carried out a
colony-wide inspection and enforced

the rules uniformly. Their demand to
HMWSSB was blunt: increase water
pressure first, and if action must be
taken, take it against everyone violat-
ing the rules — not just a selected few.

The incident has now thrown a
spotlight on a chronic urban water
supply problem that extends beyond
a single colony. In many residential
areas, especially those facing in-
consistent supply and low pressure,
households often resort to unautho-
rized motors to draw water directly
from the line. While the practice is il-
legal, residents argue that it flourish-
es in places where the official supply
system fails to meet basic domestic
needs.

HMWSSB officials, however, insist
that the consequences of such illegal
connections are severe. A suction
motor attached to one household’s
line can drastically reduce the flow
available to neighboring homes, par-
ticularly those located at the tail end
of the network.

In effect, one illegal motor can trig-
ger a chain reaction: as some house-
holds begin drawing more water than
allotted, others are forced to do the
same just to secure their minimum
requirement.

This creates what water supply ex-
perts describe as a self-perpetuating
pressure war, where the public distri-

sure Co

NGerns

bution network is gradually overpow-
ered by private extraction devices.
The result is a deeply unequal system
in which households with motors re-
ceive more water, while law-abiding
residents suffer reduced supply.

That is precisely the justification
HMWSSB has cited for intensifying
its “motor-free” enforcement cam-
paign. The board has repeatedly
warned that direct motor attachment
to pipelines is unlawful and harmful
to the network, and has urged citizens
to avoid such practices.

Yet the scenes in KPHB Colony
7th Phase underline a larger truth:
enforcement alone may not resolve
the crisis unless accompanied by ser-
vice improvement. Residents are not
merely resisting legal action; they
are demanding accountability for the
conditions that, in their view, made
such practices widespread in the
first place. For many families in the
colony, the question is no longer just
whether motors are legal or illegal. It
is whether the existing supply system
is capable of delivering water with
enough pressure to meet basic house-
hold needs without forcing residents
into a daily struggle.

The confrontation has therefore
evolved into more than a routine sei-
zure drive. It has become a pointed
public challenge to the civic body: if
illegal motors are harming the sys-
tem, why has the system been allowed
to deteriorate to a point where resi-
dents say they cannot manage with-
out them?

As summer demand rises and pres-
sure on urban water infrastructure
intensifies, the KPHB episode serves
as a stark reminder of the fragile bal-
ance between regulation and service
delivery. HMWSSB may be within its
rights to remove illegal motors, but
residents are making it equally clear
that meaningful compliance will de-
pend on one thing above all else — re-
liable, adequate and fairly distributed
water pressure.

Until that happens, the battle over
water in KPHB Colony is unlikely to
end with the seizure of a few motors.
It may instead mark the beginning of
a louder and wider demand for both
strictly uniform enforcement and a
stronger, more dependable public wa-
ter supply system.

SPECIAL

[nspiration, Achievement and Celebration Shine

\

at 42nd Annual Day of GDCW Hussainialam

Samudrala Kiran, Correspondent

HYDERABAD

Government Degree College for Women, Hussaini-
alam, Hyderabad, celebrated its 42nd Annual Day
on a grand note on Wednesday, April 8, in the col-
lege campus, bringing together distinguished guests,
faculty members, students, parents, and alumni for
a memorable occasion marked by academic recogni-
tion, inspiring speeches, and vibrant cultural perfor-
mances.

The event was graced by the Honourable MLA of
Charminar, Janab Mir Zulfigar Ali, as the Chief Guest.
Addressing the students, he delivered a highly moti-
vational speech, encouraging them to pursue higher
goals through dedication, discipline, and hard work.
His address inspired the gathering and highlighted
the importance of education in shaping confident and
responsible citizens.

The Commissioner of Collegiate Education, Tel-
angana, Hyderabad, attended as the Distinguished
Guest, while Prof. P. Bala Bhaskar, Joint Director, and
Prof. Rajendra Prasad, Academic Guidance Officer
from the Commissionerate of Collegiate Education,
Telangana, were present as Guests of Honour. Their
presence added dignity and significance to the cel-
ebrations. Earlier, the Chairperson of the event and
Principal of the College, Prof. Ch. Appiya Chinnam-
ma, extended a warm welcome to the esteemed guests
and addressed the gathering. She emphasized the
college’s commitment to academic excellence, wom-
en’s empowerment, and the holistic development of
students. Ex-Corporator of Pathergatti, Janab Sohail
Quadri, also praised the efforts of the college staff in
empowering young women through quality education
and guidance. A major highlight of the programme
was the presentation of the Annual Report for the ac-

ademic year 2024—2025 by IQAC Coordinator Dr. K.
Sreedevi. The report showcased the college’s notable
academic achievements, student accomplishments,
and active participation in socially useful outreach
programmes, reflecting the institution’s dedication to
both education and community service.

The dignitaries on the dais also formally released
the college magazine, Khursheed, which was received
with appreciation by the audience. Speaking on the
occasion, the Guest of Honour elaborated on the im-
portance of academic excellence and informed stu-
dents about various career opportunities available to
them in the changing educational and professional
landscape. Vice-Principal Dr. Mohammed Ghouse
and Academic Coordinator Dr. P. Latha highlighted
the sincere efforts of the teaching staff in nurturing
students and equipping them with the skills and con-
fidence needed to excel in higher education and future
careers. Prof. Zulfigar Mohiuddin, Head of the De-
partment of Arabic, underlined the need for students
to strive for excellence for their overall development.

The celebrations also recognized student merit
in a special way. Group-wise toppers were awarded
medals and mementos by the dignitaries in appreci-
ation of their academic performance. Ms. Syeda Sana
Fathima, who emerged as the overall topper, was spe-
cially felicitated and congratulated by all. She was also
presented with a cash prize for securing the highest
marks in English, instituted in the name of Smt. Satya
Bai Shivadas, Retired Lecturer in English. Certificates
and prizes were distributed to winners of cultural and
sports competitions, adding to the festive spirit of the
occasion. Dr. K. Sreedevi proposed the vote of thanks,
while Dr. K. Shobharani efficiently compered the pro-
gramme. The 42nd Annual Day concluded on a high
note with impressive cultural performances by stu-
dents, making the event a grand success and a proud
moment for the college community.

Vasanthotsavams to shine amid spring fragrance

TIRUPATI

The annual Vasanthotsavams of Goddess Sri Padma-
vathi Ammavaru will be celebrated with grandeur
and devotion at Tiruchanoor from April 30 to May
2. As a prelude to the festivities, the Ankurarpanam
ritual will be held on April 29 at 6:00 PM. Devotees
can participate in the Vasanthotsavam Seva by paying
Rs.150 per person and receive the divine blessings of

CONTINUATION FROM PAGE 1

Telangana

Boosts Global
Job Qutreach

the Goddess. As part of the celebrations, the Swarna
Rathotsavam will be conducted grandly on May 1
at 9:30 AM. During the three-day festival, Snapana
Tirumanjanam will be performed to the Utsava de-
ities in the Shukravara Thota from 2:30 PM to 4:30
PM. In the evenings, from 7:30 PM to 8:30 PM, the
Goddess will be taken in procession through the four
Mada streets of the temple, blessing devotees with her
divine darshan.

Jupally slams Harish
over double standards

» FROM PAGE 1

It is a layered legal offensive under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, invoking provisions
that range from election-related false state-
ments to cheating, forgery, and defamation.
This is not accidental drafting. It is strategy.
The wider the legal net, the tighter the oper-
ational squeeze. Khera’s move to approach
the Telangana High Court was not just pro-
cedural convenience. It was tactical urgency.
With his residential link to Hyderabad, he
leveraged jurisdiction to secure anticipatory
protection before Assam Police could close
in. Justice K Sujana’s order is calibrated.
The court acknowledged that Khera acted
promptly and is not an “ordinary person,”
but refused to stretch the protection beyond a
week. That restraint is telling. The judiciary is
offering access to due process, not insulation
from consequence.

Meanwhile, the ground reality is already
shifting. Assam Police have knocked on his
Delhi residence. They are reportedly tracking
his movements. The message is unmistak-
able. The state machinery is not waiting. It is

advancing. On the other side, Himanta Biswa
Sarma and his family are not merely defend-
ing. They are

counter-attacking with precision, calling
the allegations false, fabricated and mali-
cious. The framing is deliberate. This is being
projected not as a legal dispute but as a polit-
ically motivated smear. And that is where the
real battle lies. Because this case is no longer
confined to legal arguments. It has spilled into
the theatre of perception, where elections am-
plify every claim and every counter-claim.

“Seven days of protection cannot erase sev-
en seconds of allegation.” There is a pattern
unfolding here that cannot be ignored. Alle-
gation. FIR. Multi-section invocation. Cross-
state legal scramble. Political amplification.
Each step feeds into the next, building a cycle
where law and politics are no longer parallel
tracks but intersecting forces. The Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, still relatively new in public
discourse, is being deployed here not just as
a legal instrument but as a visible assertion
of state response. For Khera, the immediate
task is clear. Secure anticipatory bail in the
appropriate forum. But the larger challenge is

heavier. He must now substantiate claims that
triggered this entire chain reaction. In the ab-
sence of proof, the narrative flips. The accuser
becomes the accused in the court of public
credibility. For the Sarma camp, the objective
is equally sharp. Convert legal action into po-
litical messaging. Reinforce the idea that the
attack was baseless and malicious. Between
these two positions sits the voter, watching,
absorbing, and forming conclusions not just
on facts, but on perception of intent.

THE PASSPORT QUESTION
Allegations involving foreign passports
and undisclosed assets strike at compliance
with election disclosure norms. These are not
minor technicalities. They go to the core of
transparency in public life. That is precisely
why the charge carries such explosive polit-
ical weight. The Telangana High Court has
offered a pause. But the narrative is acceler-
ating. In seven days, Khera must step into the
next legal arena. Outside the courtroom, the
political arena is already in full swing. This is
no longer just a case. It is a contest of credi-
bility, timing and control over the narrative.

“Brother... God
himself sent me
to work with you”

RTC employees to receive 2.1%
DA hike effective January, 2026

» FROM PAGE 1

During the interaction, Jeevan
Reddy reportedly became emo-
tional, stating, “At a time when
Telangana is facing difficulties,
I felt the need to work with you.
God himself sent me to you to
work together, brother. After such
a long gap, I am happy to finally
get the opportunity to work with
you again.” Responding warm-
ly, KCR consoled him, embraced
him, and felicitated him with a
shawl. The meeting concluded
with an informal discussion, after
which KCR hosted Jeevan Reddy
and his entourage for lunch.

» FROM PAGE 1

bills, with payments to be made over the course
of three separate months. Minister Prabhakar
noted that this increase in DA will add a monthly
financial obligation of ¥2.82 crore to the RTC. Ear-
lier, in July 2025, the state government had raised
the DA by 2.1%, elevating it from 48.6% to 50.7%,
effective from July 2025. The current increase of
2.1% brings the total DA to 52.8%. Following the
implementation of RPS-2017 in May 2024, there
are no pending DA arrears owed to the employ-
ees. Minister Ponnam Prabhakar and RTC MD
Nagireddy extended their greetings to the RTC
employees on the occasion of the DA hike. The
RTC MD and other senior officials expressed their
gratitude to Minister Prabhakar for the announced
DA increase for RTC personnel. In a meeting with

Regional Managers (RMs) from various regions,
the Minister reviewed ongoing projects and devel-
opment initiatives within the RTC. He stated that
the Corporation had released the final outstanding
DA installment for RTC employees. Furthermore,
he indicated that the DA arrears due since Janu-
ary would be paid in three installments over the
subsequent three months. Ponnam Prabhakar em-
phasised that since its establishment, the “Telan-
gana Praja Palana” government has concentrated
its efforts on three fundamental pillars: protecting
the RTC organisation, ensuring employee welfare,
and improving passenger amenities. TGSRTC MD
Y. Nagireddy expressed his satisfaction with the
announcement of the DA increase, which RTC em-
ployees had been anticipating for a considerable
time. Nagireddy affirmed that the well-being of the
workers remains their top priority.

» FROM PAGE 1

116,000 contributing to the country’s
economy through taxation. Officials noted
that Germany continues to show strong
demand for both skilled and blue-collar
workers, underlining the need for bet-
ter-prepared talent from India. Both sides
emphasized the importance of pre-depar-
ture training in India to ensure candidates
meet international work standards and in-
dustry requirements in Germany.

Telangana’s skill
development push

Minister Vivek outlined Telangana’s
ongoing efforts to strengthen skill devel-
opment infrastructure, including the es-
tablishment of advanced training labora-
tories and industry-aligned skill centres.
The delegation also briefed the Ambas-
sador on key state initiatives such as the
Telangana Overseas Manpower Company
(TOMCOM), designed to streamline re-
cruitment, training, and German lan-
guage preparation for candidates seeking
overseas employment. Other initiatives
highlighted included the PM-SETU pro-
gramme, aimed at facilitating internation-
al job opportunities across sectors, and a
proposed Master Trainer Programme to
bridge the gap between Indian training
systems and German industry needs.

Embassy support assured

The meeting was attended by Special
Chief Secretary M. Dana Kishore (IAS)
and Consular Minister Stalin Babu Chik-
kala, along with representatives from
TOMCOM. Ambassador Ajit Gupte wel-
comed Telangana’s initiatives and assured
full support from the Indian Embassy in
promoting safe, ethical, and structured
labour migration.

New opportunities ahead

Officials said the collaboration is ex-
pected to open new pathways for Telan-
gana youth in sectors such as healthcare,
engineering, and other specialised skilled
professions, strengthening the state’s glob-
al workforce presence.

on Palamuru projects

» FROM PAGE 1

a Government Order (GO) in
2016, allocating 4,177 crore for the
construction of reservoirs with a
total capacity of 25 TMC. He stated
that proposing 27 reservoirs—in-
cluding Gollapalli—in March 2019,
only to now speak against that
very project, amounts to deceiving
the people of Palamuru. Jupally
Krishna Rao clarified that there is
absolutely no truth to Harish Rao's
claim that 8o percent of the work
on the Palamuru-Rangareddy proj-
ecthas been completed. "They have
not even completed the construc-
tion of canals; there has been no
land acquisition, nor have admin-
istrative approvals been secured.
Apart from hurriedly switching on
the pumps just before the elections
to deceive the people, did they ac-
tually provide water to even a sin-
gle acre?" he questioned.

Jupally Krishna Rao further

pointed out that while the BRS
government spent Rs 7,000 crore
on Palamuru over the last ten
years, the Congress governments
in the united state had spent Rs
8,300 crore. Jupally Krishna Rao
expressed outrage, asserting that
former minister Harish Rao, who
forcibly evicted farmers to con-
struct the 50 TMC Mallanna Sagar
project, has no right to speak on
behalf of the farmers of Palamu-
ru. He lashed out at the previous
government, accusing it of utilis-
ing these projects solely to enrich
contractors and to engage in loot-
ing. The Minister expressed con-
fidence that the Congress party is
certain to come to power in both
the state and the country, and that
Rahul Gandhi will become the
Prime Minister. He ridiculed the
BRS party, remarking that they are
merely daydreaming if they believe
they will return to power.

Revenue increased through
Al technology, tax monitoring: Bhatti

» FROM PAGE 1

The Deputy Chief Minister stat-
ed that the revenue generation
& resource mobilisation Cabinet
Sub-Committee meetings will be
held regularly every Friday to fur-
ther strengthen revenue streams.
He directed all departments to pre-
pare plans for revenue mobilization
in line with the goal of achieving a
$3 trillion economy by 2047.

Uttam Kumar Reddy suggest-
ed that land sales under HMDA
should be promoted globally, as
prior awareness and outreach
could significantly enhance rev-
enue opportunities. The Deputy

Chief Minister instructed officials
of the Registration department to
first present the reports of com-
mittees studying land value revi-
sions to the Sub-Committee, and
then proceed to submit them to the
Cabinet. Ministers also reviewed
aspects related to metro rail acqui-
sition, management, revenue, and
expenditure. Additionally, prog-
ress in increasing revenues in the
Excise, Revenue, and Industries
Departments was discussed. Bhat-
ti Vikramarka directed officials to
present the action taken reports
on decisions made in each meeting
during subsequent reviews.
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m Prof. V. Balakista Red-
dy, Chairman, Higher
Education Council

HYDERABAD

Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chair-
man of the Higher Education
Council, stated that compre-
hensive reforms are crucial for
societal progress. He attended
as the Chief Guest at the vale-
dictory session of the two-day
National Seminar on “Eco-
nomic Reforms and the Indian
Constitution: ~ Conflicts and
Future Directions,” jointly or-
ganized by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Follow us onX@SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
8.C Railway can be seen on our

website: www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Tender Notice No.02/2026 g
Dt.10.04.2026 3

Supply Of Stores Items.
E-Procurement Tender Notice: -The
Following Tenders Have Been Floated
Online. Tenders Are Requested To
Visit The Website www.ireps.gov.in
And Submit Their Offers Online. The
Tender Description, Qty, EMD, SD
May Be Seen In Website. Offers
Submitted Manually Will Not Be
Accepted. Offers By Post Will Not Be
Entertained. Tender Closing Time Is
14.30 Hrs Of The Due Date Of The
Tender. “For All Indigenous Offers,
EMD Will Be Accepted Only Via Online
System as Available On
www.ireps.gov.in.”

Tender No. |Brief Description

30261011 |Helical Spring

82265016 |HQ-MED-ZRC-zonal
Rate Contract supply
(PH.NO;02064) Liquid
Medical Oxygen

33261691 |Setof TPUrings

77251145C|Paint Ready Mixed Red
Oxide

60265650 [Procurement of various

Open University, Department
of Economics, and Government
Degree College, Chanchalguda.
Speaking on the occasion, he
emphasized that reforms play a
vital role in social progress and
that educational institutions
are key drivers of such change.
Referring to the global histo-
ry of economic reforms, he
noted that wars and conflicts
often hinder economic devel-
opment. He pointed out that
a lack of awareness about laws
and the Constitution obstructs
effective reforms and stressed
the need to align policies with
constitutional principles. He
added that curriculum re-
forms should promote mul-
tidisciplinary ~ knowledge
and integrate technology,
making higher education
more comprehensive and
inclusive.

Concerns on In-
equality and Consti-
tutional Ideals
Distinguished Guest
Prof. E. Revathi, Director
of the Centre for Econom-

Tender Notice for Tender No.

02_2026-27_Sr.DEE_TRD_HYB,
dt: 09.04.2026

Sr.DEE/TRD/HYB acting for and on
behalf of The President of India invites
E-Tenders against Tender No.
02_2026-27_Sr.DEE_TRD_HYB, dt:
09.04.2026, Closing
date:04.05.2026, 15:00 hrs. Bidders
will be able to submit their
original/revised bids up to closing date
and time only. Manual offers are not
allowed against this tender and any
such manual offer received shall be
ignored.

Bridging Gaps
Through Education
Guest of Honour Prof. Pallavi
Kabde, Dean of Social Sci-
ences at BRAOU, stated that
poverty alleviation programs
often fail due to unequal ac-
cess to opportunities. She
highlighted the responsibili-
ty of educational institutions
to bridge these gaps and pro-
mote equality.

Seminar Director Prof.
Patta Venkateswarlu re-
marked that the seminar
aims to serve public interest
beyond political divisions.
He added that while the Con-

ic and Social Studies (CESS),
Hyderabad, highlighted that
social and economic inequali-
ties continue to persist.

She noted that although
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar advocat-
ed “one person, one vote,”
issues like lack of minimum
wages and gender inequality
still undermine the spirit of
constitutional rights. These
challenges, she said, hinder
the realization of equality and
justice envisioned in the Con-
stitution.

Need for Inclusive Growth
and Social Justice

The program was pre-
sided over by Prof. Chan-
dra Mukherjee, Principal of
Government Degree College,
Chanchalguda. She stressed
that social justice and inclu-
siveness are essential, and
economic reforms must pro-
mote growth while ensuring
equality and public account-
ability. She also emphasized
the need to enable marginal-
ized communities to fully par-
ticipate in the economy.

stitution guarantees equali-
ty, industrial policy contin-
ues to face challenges related
to inequality.

Importance of

Quality Education
During a technical session,
Telangana Education Com-
mission Chairperson  Sri
Akukuri Murali, IAS, noted
that lack of quality educa-
tion increases inequality. He
emphasized that quality ed-
ucation and healthcare are
essential for achieving equity
and that education should
foster deep thinking shaped
by culture and leadership.

Participation

The seminar report was pre-
sented by Mr. M. Naveen,
IQAC Coordinator, Govern-
ment Degree College, Chan-
chalguda. The event was
attended by Seminar Co-Di-
rector Prof. K. Krishna Red-
dy, Convener Prof. G. Nagoji,
faculty, non-teaching staff,
university personnel, and re-
search scholars.

CITY BEAT
Inclusive Reforms Key

The Kautilya School

of Public Policy (KSPP)
celebrated its 4 th
Graduation Ceremony
on Friday

HYDERABAD

GITAM Deemed to be Uni-
versity, Hyderabad. The cere-
mony began with a traditional
academic procession, setting a
dignified tone for the occasion.
The event was graced by Ami-
tabh Kant, former CEO of NITT
Aayog and India’s G20 Sherpa,
as the Chief Guest. In his key-
note address, he encouraged
the graduating cohort to con-
tribute meaningfully to public
policy and governance, empha-
sizing innovation, integrity,
and nation-building.

Highlighting the importance
of grassroots governance, Shri
Kant urged students to engage
with states and districts, which
are central to India’s federal
structure. He stressed the need
to transform India into a global
manufacturing hub by increas-
ing its manufacturing share
and reducing the cost of doing
business. Emphasizing “Jan
Vishwas” (public trust), he not-
ed that strengthening trust and
improving business conditions
are vital for boosting exports
and enhancing India’s global
competitiveness.

He also underscored the

KSPP Celebr

graduates to benchmark In-
dia’s agricultural and industri-
al performance against global
standards.

Calling for a strong inno-
vation ecosystem, Shri Kant
urged students to promote
research and development,
support startups, and en-
able access to risk capital. He
highlighted India’s ambition
to evolve into a $30 trillion
economy, stating that young
professionals will play a pivot-
al role in achieving this vision.
Reflecting on India’s progress,
he cited rapid advancements
in infrastructure, renewable
energy, and digital public in-
frastructure, including lead-
ership in digital payments
and large-scale public service
delivery such as COVID-19
vaccinations. He emphasized
the transformative potential of
Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI) in areas such as Artificial
Intelligence, healthcare, and
nutrition.

Describing the present as
“India’s decade,” Shri Kant
pointed to the country’s demo-
graphic advantage and urged
graduates to remain optimis-
tic, innovative, and committed
to nation-building. The cere-
mony was formally inaugurat-
ed with the traditional lighting
of the lamp by the Chief Guest
and other dignitaries. M. Sri
Bharat, President of GITAM,

ates its 4 th Graduation Cérinony

administered the pledge pro-
ceedings by handing over the
oath to student representative
Sehzana Contractor. A total
of 35 students were conferred
their degrees, along with merit
medals recognizing academic
excellence.

Abhijeet Sudhir Raut was
awarded the President’s Gold
Medal for securing the first
rank in the Master’s Pro-
gramme in Public Policy, while
Simran Kaur received the
Dean’s Gold Medal for Best
Capstone Project. The Yana-
mandra Mallikarjuna Rao Me-
morial Gold Medal was jointly

awarded to Abhijeet Sudhir
Raut and Amal Shukla.

Dr. D. Gunasekaran pre-
sented the degree records for
signing to the Vice-Chancel-
lor, Prof. Errol D’Souza. The
graduation address was deliv-
ered by student representative
Anushka Sharma, while Dr.Va-
sudha Katju proposed the vote
of thanks.

Syed Akbaruddin also par-
ticipated in the ceremony. The
event marked a significant
milestone for the graduating
class as they embark on their
professional journeys in public
policy and governance.

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

Salem Division
Office of the Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer, Electric Loco Shed, Erode

E-Tender Notice
Online tender is invited for the following work:

Tender No

SA_A_RS_ED_OT_26_27_1, Dated: 09-04-2026

Description of
Work

Works contract for Mechanical repair [Rehabilitation of magnet frames
(without removing coils) and both end bearing brackets of Hitachi
Traction Motors of electric locomotives available at Electric Loco
Shed, Southern Railway, Salem Division, Erode.

All details regarding the tender are available at https://www.ireps.gov.in

Sr.DEE/RS/ED

Permanent Way scrap material.

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

MATERIALS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
ADDENDUM TO AUCTION PROGRAMME APRIL26
NOTICE NO: 04/2026
e-Auction will be conducted for disposal of Ferrous scrap, Non-Ferrous scrap, other
Misc scrap, condemned Wagon, Coaches & Locos, Scrap Rails and other

M.S.Bolts &nuts tapered
washers for CMS
Crossings

LH265493 [Supply installation &
Commissioning of fully
automated computerized

SCTR

LY265229 |supply Commissioning &
Testing of Electrical
Overhead Traveling

Crane25/5T capacity

LY265230 [Supply Commissioning &
Testing of Electrical
Overhead Traveling

Crane 25/5T capacity

76261003 |Steel wire 1.2mm in spool
of weight approximately

15kgs.

38263706 |[HoseAssembly

38261009 |Articulated lock lift lever

Assly

38261016 |Yoke for Non-transition

6026PT014(Procurement of Over
Riding switches 60 kg 1 in
8.5 to RDSO Drg no.T-

Sl. No. 1 Description of work
Hyderabad Division: SC - MUE
section: Elimination of 11 Manned
Level Crossing Gates at 1. LC No. 4/JB
at Km 5/550-550 between JKM and
BDHN stations. 2. LC No. 187 at Km
444/250-300 between BSX - NVT
stations. 3. LC No.189 at Km 446/750-
800 between NVT-JKM Stations. 4. LC
No.189A at Km 448/800-850 between
NVT-JKM Stations. 5. LC No.207 at
Km 504/400-500 between UPW-KMC
Stations. 6. LC No. 241 at Km
583/700-800 between MOB - MED
stations. 7. LC No. 240 at Km
582/300-400 between MOB - MED
stations. 8. LC No.238 at Km 575/700-
800 between ME-MOB Stations. 9. LC
No.231 at Km 559/600-700 between
WDR-ME Stations. 10. LC No.225 at
Km 550/300-400 between MZL-WDR
Stations. 11. LC No.216 at Km
528/700-800 between TMD-BKU
Stations - Electrical TRD
Arrangements. Tender Advertised
Cost (%) Rs. 50,12,844.28/- EMD (%)
Rs. 1,00,300.00/- Completion period
06 Months Date of Closing
04.05.2026

Website particulars
www.ireps.gov.in

Notice Board Location where
complete details of tender can be
seen. Office of the Sr.DEE/TrD/ HYB,
Hyderabad Bhavan, Secunderabad -
500025.

4966

SCR-26- |RC forthe Supply

CAP- installation &

NG8W1 Commissioning of new
gantry(8wheeler) track
relaying trains machine
forIR

66257783 |Procurement of Spares
for Track Machines

LH257347 |Supply of 150 sq.mm thin
wall with e-beam
irradiation/chemical
curing process

38261331 |Screw Coupling

LH265345 |Lead acid starter batteries
of 24V 290AH

31260007 |Stabilizer link for Vande
Bharat Train

31261023 [Spherical Bearing for
Reaction Rod

38261435 |Brake wear plate

38261014 |Knuckle for non-transition

60265262 [Procurement of Spring
Setting Device

66258312 |Procurement of Spares

for Track Machines

Senior Divisional Electrical
Engineer, Traction Distribution,
Secunderabad

Tender Notice for Tender No.

PUB/036

03_2026-27_Sr.DEE_TRD_HYB,
dt: 10.04.2026

Sr.DEE/TRD/HYB acting for and on
behalf of The President of India invites
E-Tenders against Tender No.
03_2026-27_Sr.DEE_TRD_HYB, dt:
10.04.2026, Closing date:
04.05.2026, 15:00 hrs. Bidders will be
able to submit their original/revised
bids up to closing date and time only.
Manual offers are not allowed against
this tender and any such manual offer
received shall be ignored.

6026PT003|PSC Mainline Sleepers to
T-8746

43261072 [Disconnecting Earthing

Device

52265002 (25 W VHF Digital Radio

Set

45261003 |Blind Socket

Note; Due dates of tender opening

SL.No.01 on dt.20.04.2026.SL.No. 02
on dt.23.04.2026. SL.No. 03 on
dt.28.04.2026. SL.No.04 on
dt.29.04.2026. SL.No.05 to 08 on
dt.30.04.2026. SL.N0.09 to 12on
dt.04.05.2026. SL.No.13 to 15 on dt.
05.05.2026. SL.No.16 to 18 on dt.
06.05.2026. SL.No0.19 to 22 on dt.
07.05.2026. SL.No.23 to 26 on dt.
11.05.2026. SL.No.27 on dt.
21.05.2026. SL.No0.28 on dt.

SI.No. 1 Description of work
Hyderabad Division: Hyderabad
Division: Conversion of tramway type
OHE to conventional type OHE of KCG
Rd-5 in view of reliability improvement
at KCG depot jurisdiction - Electrical
TRD Arrangements. Tender
Advertised Cost (¥) Rs.
89,85,943.00/- EMD (%) Rs.
1,79,700.00/- Completion period 06
Months Date of Closing 04.05.2026

Website particulars
www.ireps.gov.in

Notice Board Location where
complete details of tender can be
seen. Office of the Sr.DEE/TrD/HYB,
Hyderabad Bhavan, Secunderabad -
500025.

25.05.2026.

Beside Above Mentioned Tenders
There Are Other Tenders Having

Value Above Rs. 50 Lakhs for details
Please Visit Railway Website Above.

Principal Chief Materials Manager

/Secunderabad
N

Senior Divisional Electrical
Engineer, Traction Distribution,

A045 Secunderabad

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,

Please visit website at
https://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Cherlapalli central prison expands
capacity with new G+ barrack

HYDERABAD

A newly constructed G+1 barrack for prisoners was inaugurat-
ed at Central Prison, Cherlapalli, Hyderabad on Friday by chief
guest Dr. Soumya Mishra, Director General of Prisons & Cor-
rectional Services. The newly built barrack has been designed
to enhance the accommodation capacity of the prison and will
facilitate housing for an additional 108 prisoners. This develop-
ment is expected to significantly improve living conditions and
help ease congestion within the facility.

Speaking on the occasion, Soumya Mishra stated that the
construction of the building had been pending for the past
four years and was successfully completed within a span of
six months. Soumya Mishra highlighted that the new barrack
significantly enhances accommodation capacity and reflects
the department’s focused efforts towards strengthening infra-
structure. She further emphasised that such initiatives contrib-
ute to improved living conditions and support a more humane,
reform-oriented prison environment.

During her visit, Soumya Mishra inspected various activities
within the prison, including the prison garden where organic
leafy vegetables are cultivated by inmates. She also visited the
prison industries unit, interacted with inmates working there,
and reviewed the factory premises for the proposed establish-
ment of a new ITI training centre in collaboration with the Di-
rectorate of Employment and Training.

Additionally, she inspected the prison library and the NIOS
classroom facilities, underscoring the Department’s com-
mitment to education and skill development for inmates. The
Prisons & Correctional Services department reiterated its com-
mitment to infrastructure development, decongestion, and the
overall welfare and rehabilitation of prisoners as part of its
broader reform agenda.

My Bharat Budget Quest-2026’
Grand Finale to be held
on April 13 and April 14

HYDERABAD

My Bharat Telangana State has announced that the ‘My Bharat
Budget Quest—2026’ Grand Finale—organized under the aegis
of the Union Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports—would be
held on April 12 and 13 at Kanha Shanti Vanam in Chegur vil-
lage of Nandigama Mandal from Ranga Reddy district. Speak-
ing at the NSS media Center in the city regarding this event,
My Bharat Deputy Director Anvesh Chintala stated that this
program would serve as a platform for the Southern Zone com-
prising the states of Telangana and Tamil Nadu.

He noted that over 1.2 million youth participated nation-
wide in this initiative by submitting more than 46,500 essays
and added that the selected youth participants would engage
in discussions on key topics such as investments in education,
skill development, employment and the digital and technologi-
cal economy. He further explained that a "Women's Youth Par-
liament" would be conducted on April 12, centered around the
theme "Nari Shakti: Viksit Bharat Ki Awaaz" (Women's Power:
The Voice of a Developed India). He added that April 13 would
feature the inaugural ceremony along with a dedicated 'My
Bharat' session and expert panel discussions.

The organizers stated that the event was being conducted
with the objective of channeling the ideas and perspectives of
the youth towards contributing to the nation's development.
They announced that state Minister Vakiti Srihari, R. Dileep
Reddy, and Venu Bhagavat would attend these sessions as chief
guests. T. Isaiah, Khushboo Gupta, G. Rajesh, and others also
participated in this event.

L]

importance of improving ag- congratulated the graduates

" _Adldigoggl %cgﬁnz%ates tare
e-auction included in ’26 auction . .
conducted by schedule and which are Material for auction
given below
The details of items to be sold in
GSD/PER depot 17/04/2026 e-auction will be available in catalogue
www.ireps.gov.in website

and felicitated the Chief Guest

Note: All other auctions scheduled for APRIL’26 remains unaltered

ricultural productivity, noting
that nearly 46 percent of In-
dia’s population depends on

in his presidential address.
Prateek Kanwal introduced
the Chief Guest. Prof. D. S. Rao

For detailed terms and conditions and downloading of catalogue please visit our web-site
http:/iwww.ireps.gov.in ->E-Auction->Sale->Live Auctions.

Principal Chief Materials Manager

agriculture. He encouraged
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Police organise awanre-
hessdrive, meclicaltests
forhistory sheeters

HYDERABAD: As per the
instructions of Hyderabad
Police Commissioner V. C.
Sajjanar, the Task Force of

the Hyderabad Narcotics
Enforcement Wing (H-NEW)
on Friday organised a special
drive in coordination with

the local police staff. During
the drive, medical tests

were conducted on rowdy
sheeters, trouble mongers and
individuals with a history of
regular drug consumption in
NDPS cases, with the intention
of creating awareness among
drug consumers about the legal
consequences they may face.
The programme was organised
under the supervision of
Vaibhav Raghunath Gaikwad.
The tests were conducted at
Osmania General Hospital,
Gandhi Hospital, and
Government Hospital for
Mental Care, Erragadda, in
coordination with the doctors.
At Gandhi General Hospital, a
total of 70 persons were tested,
out of which 44 tested positive
and 26 tested negative.

Ameenrpet Guruciwara
Committee lnvitesKTR
to VaisakhiCelebrations

HYDERABAD: The
Representatives of the
Ameerpet Gurudwara today
extended an invitation to
BRS Working President and
the party MLA,l Kalvakuntla
Taraka Rama Rao (KTR),

to attend the ‘Khalsa

Sajna Divas - Vaisakhi’
celebrations, which are set

to be organized grandly next
week under the aegis of the
Ameerpet Gurudwara Sahib.
A delegation led by Ameerpet
Gurudwara Committee
President S. Darshan Singh,
accompanied by former
Minister ‘Talasani Srinivas
Yadav, paid a courtesy visit
to KTR and presented him
with the official invitation
card for the festivities. On this
occasion, they requested K'TR
to attend as the Chief Guest at
the main event, scheduled to
take place on Tuesday, (April
14,) at 1:30 PM at the Sri Guru
Gobind Singhji Multipurpose
Sports Complex (Municipal
Playgrounds) in Ameerpet.

CIELANGANA

Kavitha alleges gross violation of
financial code, claims Rs.1,148Cr
contracts awarded without tenders

B K. Kavitha blasts ‘Gumpu
Mestri' governance, alleges
Rs.150/Sq.Ft extortion from
real estate developers

B Kavitha demands probe into
GHMC deals, threatens ED
complaint against State
Government

B Kavitha welcomes Kalesh-
waram repairs, raises
concerns over intent behind
repairs

H "Lahorers are being cheat-
ed", Kavitha slams Gov't for
paying Rs.13,000 instead of
Rs.23,000 to GHMC Workers

B K. Kavitha champions OBC
Sub-Quota, demands Wom-
en's Reservation Bill delay
until 2027 Census

H Telangana Jagruthi vows to
fight for workers' rights and
0BC Women's Sub-Quota

HYDERABAD

Telangana Jagruti President
Kalvakuntla Kavitha has made
serious allegations of corruption
against Chief Minister Revanth Red-
dy and the Congress government.
She strongly criticized Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy, accusing him of
turning the GHMC into a hub of cor-
ruption. She alleged that contracts
worth crores are being awarded to
his associates without calling for
tenders. During a press conference
held at the Jagruthi office in Banjara
Hills, she criticized the administra-
tion's functioning within the GHMC

and HMDA. Kavitha pointed out that
while the previous BRS government
awarded works worth %480 crore in
a similar manner, the current gov-
ernment has continued the practice
and expanded it to 1,148 crore, al-
leging large-scale corruption. She
demanded immediate cancellation
of such contracts and insisted they be
awarded only through a proper ten-
der process.

She claimed that contracts worth
1,148 crore were awarded on a nom-
ination basis to the CM's associates,
bypassing the mandatory tender pro-
cess for works exceeding %5 lakh. She
stated this is a direct violation of the
Telangana State Financial Code and
ignored the recommendations of the
2023 committee that advised against
non-tender contracts. Kavitha point-
ed out that while the previous BRS
government awarded works worth
%480 crore in a similar manner,
the current government has contin-

ued the practice and expanded it to
1,148 crore, alleging large-scale cor-
ruption. She demanded immediate
cancellation of such contracts and in-
sisted they be awarded only through
a proper tender process. She point-
ed out that skilled laborers in these
departments where contracts were
given through nomination are being
underpaid, receiving only 13,000
instead of the mandated ¥23,000.
Kavitha questioned the status of
the Special Investigation Team (SIT)
formed to probe a company related
to the Outer Ring Road (ORR), sug-
gesting it was suppressed due to the
company's proximity to the CM.

She accused the CM of using HY-
DRA to harass real estate developers,
alleging that developers are being
pressured to pay X150 per square
foot. She claimed the government
sold land worth 35,000 crore under
HMDA but has failed to spend even
a rupee on the actual development
of Hyderabad. Kavitha warned that
if this "extortion" does not stop, they
will file a formal complaint with the
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

Kavitha said she welcomes the gov-
ernment's move to repair the Kalesh-
waram Project but warned that it
should not be done for commissions.
She alleged that the government de-
liberately let 8.5 lakh acres of land
dry up to label the project a failure.

She urged that the repairs should
genuinely benefit farmers.

BJP’s "Deception*: Kavitha ac-
cused the BJP of being insincere
regarding the Women’s Reservation
Bill. She objected to using the 2011
census as the basis for implementa-
tion and demanded that it be delayed
until after the 2027 census, which
will include BC enumeration.

She claimed that women have al-
ready faced injustice in Lok Sabha
and 12 state assembly elections.
She demanded a sub-quota for OBC
women and called upon BC women
to prepare for protests. She said they
would examine the draft bill and, if
needed, take the issue to Delhi

Counter to MP Arvind : She took a
sharp jab at Nizamabad MP Arvind,
labeling his comments against her as
an example of male chauvinism and
asserting that Telangana women are
self-reliant and politically conscious.
She emphasized her role in the Telan-
gana movement and reaffirmed her
commitment to public service.

For the upcoming party founda-
tion day on the 25th of this month,
Kavitha announced the formation
of 21 committees with 30 members
each and 500 volunteers to oversee
arrangements and ensure smooth
traffic coordination. She advised con-
tacting committee members for fur-
ther details.

i HYDERABAD

A delegation of BRS leaders on
Friday met an additional collector
of Rangareddy district and sub-
mitted a representation, demand-
ing immediate protection of 373
acres of government land worth
i approximately 7,000 crore in
i survey No. 613 of Nadargul village
of Rangareddy district illegally
encroached by real estate entities.

Acting on the directions of par-
ty working president KT Rama
Rao and Deputy Floor Leader
i in the Assembly Harish Rao,
i former minister Sabitha Indra
Reddy, BRS Assembly Whip KP
Vivekananda, MLC Dr. Dasoju
Sravan, former MLAs Manchired-
dy Kishan Reddy and Anjaiah
Yadav, along with senior leaders
i Kyama Malles and Ranginge-
i ni Abhilash, met the additional
collector at the Collectorate in
Kongarakalan and held detailed
discussions on this massive land
scam.

Speaking on the occasion, BRS
MLA Sabitha Indra Reddy said
i that the developments over the
past month clearly show that this
government is solely focused on
grabbing government lands rath-
er than public welfare or devel-
opment. "In Rangareddy district,
everywhere one looks, the inten-
tion appears to be how to take
i over government land rather than
i safeguarding it for public use. For
the past 25 years, I have observed
that former Chief Ministers Chan-
drababu Naidu, Y.S. Rajasekhara

BRS demands protection

0of 7,000 crore worth
govt land in Nadargul

ACR
0 RNMENT LAND
.
R 0/0/0 ROK
HAWK |

Reddy, and K. Chandrasekhar
Rao protected government lands,
especially within the Outer Ring
Road limits for future genera-
tions.

Regarding the Nadargul Shivraj
Bahadur lands, a full-day discus-
sion was held in the Assembly
during Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy’s
tenure, after which the land was
officially declared as government
land and handed over to APIIC.
Despite all records confirming it
as government land, the current
government is attempting to exploit
loopholes to transfer it to private
entities," she pointed out.

"If the government has no role
in this episode, why are Ministers
not openly declaring it as govern-
ment land and ordering immedi-
ate action?," Sabitha Indra Reddy
said. She demanded that the gov-
ernment immediately remove il-
legal structures and install official
boards to prove its sincerity.

Second edition of the FICCI

Net Zero Forum held 1n city

HYDERABAD

The second edition of the FICCI Net Zero
Forum — “Pathways to a Climate-Respon-
sible Future” was held at The Park in Hy-
derabad, on Friday, bringing together pol-
icymakers, industry leaders, sustainability
experts, financial institutions, and tech-
nology innovators.

Union Minister Pralhad Venkatesh
Joshi,, in his video message at the inaugu-
ral ceremony , emphasized that India was
firmly resolved to lead the global transition
towards net-zero emissions.

“Reinforcing this national commitment,
the Supreme Court of India recently ob-
served that India’s transition from fossil
fuels to non-fossil (renewable) energy was
a “fundamental necessity,” and not merely
a policy choice, underscoring the urgen-
cy and inevitability of this shift. India’s
journey towards energy Atmanirbharta
(self-reliance) is no longer aspirational but
is being actively delivered through decisive
policy action and rapid capacity expan-
sion,” the Minister said.

The Minister added that India stands
as the third-largest country globally in
solar power capacity, after China and the
United States and added that the coun-
try had achieved a significant milestone,
with approximately 50-55% of its in-
stalled electricity capacity coming from
non-fossil fuel sources, including solar,
wind, hydro and nuclear energy and not-
ed that A landmark achievement in this
transition was India reaching around
150 GW of installed solar power capacity,
positioning it among the top three solar
power nations globally and strengthen-

ing its role as a major clean energy leader.
Highlighting the economic dimension,
Minister Joshi noted that India’s prog-
ress towards net-zero emissions could
generate approximately 51 lakh (5.1 mil-
lion) green jobs over the next four years,
reflecting the strong linkage between cli-
mate action and economic growth.

He further emphasized that the FICCI
Net Zero Forum will play a crucial role in
mobilizing stakeholders, driving invest-
ments and fostering collaboration, helping
India set a global benchmark for sustain-
able development.

Gareth Wynn Owen, the British Deputy
High Commissioner in Hyderabad, was
the chief guest and inaugurated the con-
ference. Speaking on the occasion, he un-
derscored that strong global partnerships
and collaborative action were essential
to achieve the climate goals and advance
sustainable development.

Highlighting deepening UK-India co-
operation, he referred to significant invest-
ments such as a £1 billion (approx. USD 1
billion) UK-backed project in Vijayawada
of Andhra Pradesh, as a testament to grow-
ing clean energy collaboration. He noted
that both countries were aligned under the
leadership of their Prime Ministers, with a
shared vision towards long-term climate
targets, including 2035 ambitions.

He highlighted key bilateral initiatives
such as the UK-India Green Grid Initia-
tive, ongoing green energy dialogues and
the work of the UK-India Task Force,
which are accelerating cooperation in
clean technologies and energy transition.

Stressing that climate finance remains
the biggest challenge, he expressed op-

timism that India and the UK can work
more closely to unlock and scale global fi-
nance for net-zero initiatives and called for
enhanced access to international climate
finance.

The Principal Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Energy of the state Navin Mittal
said that the Government of Telangana re-
affirmed Telangana’s strong commitment
to clean energy transition and outlined
policy priorities to accelerate renewable
energy adoption and industrial decarbon-
ization.

He highlighted that following India’s so-
lar revolution, the next major transforma-
tion would be driven by the energy storage,
which will play a critical role in ensuring
reliability and efficiency in renewable sys-
tems.

Drawing attention to current energy
consumption patterns, he noted that India
consumes nearly 150 billion litres of pet-
rol and diesel annually, underscoring the
urgent need for cleaner alternatives. He
emphasized that the solar-powered elec-
tric mobility can cost as low as %0.60 per
kilometre, compared to approximately 310
per kilometre for fossil fuels and X2 per ki-
lometre for conventional EVs.

Mittal also pointed out that nearly 75%
of energy was lost in conventional systems,
whereas the electric mobility solutions
achieve 80—90% efficiency, making them
significantly more sustainable.

He further underscored the importance
of industry collaboration while noting that
platforms like the FICCI Net Zero Forum
will play a crucial role in driving innova-
tion and accelerating India’s transition to a
low-carbon economy.

“Muc.l-slinging politics by the opposition
against a pro-poor government”

m “They are trying to shift
their own blame onto us”

m State Revenue, Housing,
and Information &
Public Relations Minister
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy

KHAMMAM / HYDERABAD

Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy stated
that some opposition leaders are attempt-
ing to shift the blame attached to them
onto the ruling party and its leaders. He
said that no matter how much criticism is
made, people are ready to bless the Indi-
ramma government in the future.

On Friday, in Chegomma village of Ku-
sumanchi mandal in Khammam district,

the minister inaugurated PACS warehous-
es constructed at a cost of X1.52 crore. He
also distributed cheques worth %58.58
lakh to 191 beneficiaries in the mandal.
Speaking on the occasion, the minister
said that regardless of the baseless alle-
gations made by others, this government
will always stand by the poor. He stated
that the government is purchasing every
grain produced by farmers across the state
and is depositing payments into farmers’
accounts within a week of procurement.
He emphasized that making farmers
prosperous is the government’s prima-
ry goal. He added that within just four
months, the government waived loans
worth 20,670 crore, creating history.
The government is providing 12,000 per
acre annually and a bonus of X500 for fine

varieties of paddy. He further stated that
3.8 lakh new passbooks have been issued
across the state. Referring to issues faced
by farmers due to the Dharani system, he
said it has been scrapped and replaced
with “Bhu Bharati.”

Later, the minister participated in the
housewarming ceremony of an Indiram-
ma house built by Depangi Srikanth in
Venkatapuram and assured that every el-
igible poor person will be provided with a
permanent house.

District Collector Anudeep Durishetty,
CP Sunil Dutt, Municipal Chairperson
Pokabattini Anita, Paleru Special Officer
Ramesh, RDO Srinivas, Agriculture Of-
ficer Pullaiah, Tahsildar Saidulu, MPDO,
officials from various departments, and
public representatives were also present.

Kishan affirms Centre’s commitment
to Telangana development

HYDERABAD

Union Minister for Coal and Mines G.
Kishan Reddy has affirmed that over the
past eleven years, the central government,
under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has consistently provid-
ed support for the development of Telan-
gana. He emphasised that Telangana has
been prioritised, with appropriate budget
allocations made for road transport and
railway initiatives.

"It is with great satisfaction that I an-
nounce the recent approval by the Union
Ministry of Road Transport for projects
amounting to Rs. 103 crore under the

'Setu Bandhan' scheme. I would like to
extend my heartfelt gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari, and Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw for designating these proj-
ects for Telangana," he remarked.

The meeting of the Hyderabad District
Development Coordination and Moni-
toring Committee (DISHA) was held at
Dr. MCR HRD Institute in Jubilee Hills
on Friday. The Hyderabad district col-
lector, GHMC Commissioner and Man-
aging Director of Water Works attended
the meeting. The officials representing
various government departments also
participated in the proceedings. The com-

mittee reviewed the progress of various
development works and the central gov-
ernment schemes currently being imple-
mented within the jurisdiction of Hyder-
abad district. Senior officials from the
GHMC, Water Works and other govern-
ment departments—along with members
of the DISHA Committee— participated
in the meeting to provide updates on the
ground-level implementation status of
these schemes. The primary objective of
this meeting is to ensure the timely com-
pletion of projects undertaken with the
central government funds and to make
welfare schemes more accessible to the

public.
L] |
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Youth must embrace challenges and move forward

BENGALURU

Minister for Education
and IT, Nara Lokesh,
stated that youth should em-
brace challenges and move
forward, focusing on their
goals rather than blindly fol-
lowing trends. He attended
the 2026 IBDP (IB Diploma
Programme) Graduation Day
celebrations of Greenwood
High International School,
run by the reputed real estate
firm Sattva Group, in Sar-
japur, Bengaluru, as the chief
guest. Speaking on the occa-
sion, he said that this is not
just a graduation ceremony,
but a moment where mem-
ories meet dreams, and stu-
dents transition into future
leaders. He expressed happi-
ness and surprise that the stu-
dents themselves chose this
year’s graduation theme, “Pio-
neering Possibilities.” He said
the theme reflects not just an
idea but a mindset—one that
shows courage and curiosity.
Today’s generation, he not-
ed, is not afraid to ask “What
next?” and more importantly,
“Why not?”—which is exactly
what the world needs.
Pride in Greenwood High for
creating global citizens
Lokesh appreciated the role
of Sattva Group in building
institutions like Greenwood
High International School. He
mentioned that the group is
now set to partner in the de-
velopment of Andhra Pradesh

Focus on goals instead of following trends.. What matters is not what vou learned, but how you think

In a world of shortcuts, ethics is the greatest strength.. What you do when no one is watching defines your character

Sattva Group to partner in AP and Visakhapatnam development.. Pride in Greenwood High for creatin

lobal citizens

Minister Nara Lokesh at Greenwood High International School IBDP Graduation Day, Bengaluru

and Visakhapatnam. Seeing
the campus, infrastructure,
achievements, and global out-
look, he said it is a matter of
pride that such institutions
are creating global citizens
with high standards.
What matters is not what you

learned, but how you think

He recalled his student

days at Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity and later at Stanford
University, describing them as
times filled with dreams, am-
bitions, and uncertainty. He
emphasized that education is
not just about what you learn,
but how you learn to think. He
observed that the same phi-
losophy is reflected at Green-
wood High, where education
prepares students not just for
exams, but for life.

Focus on goals instead of

following trends

Addressing students, he
asked how many aspired to
become doctors, engineers,
AT experts, entrepreneurs, or
politicians. He advised them
to remember one thing—do
not follow trends, follow your
goals. Trends change, but
goals endure. Always choose
paths that others may not
have taken.

Youth must embrace chal-

lenges and move forward

Lokesh shared his personal
journey. Though he is seen to-
day as a minister, life has not
always been easy. He served
as Minister for Panchaya-
ti Raj, IT & Electronics, and
Communications from 2017
to 2019. He highlighted the
responsibility of governance,
where a decision taken in one
place can impact lives in dis-
tant villages. He spoke about
losing the 2019 elections from
Mangalagiri, a constituency
where his party had not won
for decades. Though it was
painful, the defeat strength-
ened his resolve. In 2023,
he undertook a 3,132 km
statewide padayatra called
Yuvagalam, interacting with
farmers, women, youth, em-
ployees, and small business
owners. This journey trans-

L AR :
formed his perspective from
a system-oriented view to a
people-centric one.

Victory in Mangalagiri
reflects people’s trust
In the 2024 elections, he

contested again from Man-
galagiri and won with a ma-
jority of 91,413 votes—the
third highest in the state. He
said the victory was not his
alone, but a reflection of peo-
ple’s trust and the result of
sincerely listening to them.

In a world of shortcuts,
ethics is the greatest
strength

He explained that “Pio-
neering Possibilities” does not
always mean creating some-
thing entirely new—it can
also mean seeing what others
don’t, listening when others
don’t, and standing when it is

easier to sit. He shared advice
from a spiritual speaker: nev-
er do anything you cannot tell
your mother. If every decision
passes this test, one will never
go wrong. In today’s short-
cut-driven world, ethics is the
greatest strength.

‘What you do when no one
is watching defines your
character

Recalling his time at Stan-
ford, he said exams were con-
ducted without invigilators.
Students relied solely on hon-
esty. This system tested not
just knowledge, but character.
He emphasized that what one
does when no one is watching
defines true character. He also
mentioned a collaborative
learning method where stu-
dents wrote topics they want-
ed to learn on a board, and
others would join them—high-
lighting the power of shared
learning and collaboration.

Students must develop

moral values

He noted that today’s world
is changing faster than ever,
with  technology evolving
and industries transforming.
Some future jobs do not even
exist today. Therefore, stu-
dents need adaptability, re-
silience, curiosity, and strong
moral values. Knowledge may

change, but values remain
constant.
A school that builds glob-
al citizens

He acknowledged parents
for their sacrifices and teach-
ers for shaping futures beyond
academics. He praised Green-
wood High as an institution
that builds not just knowl-
edge, but life skills and confi-
dent global citizens.

He advised graduates to
remember three things:
Dream big, but stay
grounded
Work hard, but never
compromise on ethics
Achieve success, but take
others along

True success, he said, is
not achieved alone but in the
opportunities created for oth-
ers. He concluded by express-
ing hope that the 2026 batch
will not just be graduates, but
pathfinders who overcome
challenges and move forward.
The event was attended by Sat-
tva Group MD and Chairman
of Greenwood High Interna-
tional School Bijay Agarwal,
Principal Sheila Alexander,
Vice Principal Nishant Naga-
var, Managing Trustee Mrs.
Neeru Agarwal, Trustee N.
Mehrotra, IBDP Coordinator
S. Kavya, and others.

Do not
relocate the

Small Can
Filling Plant

The unit should con-
tinue in Tadepalli
: MP Gurumurthy
appeals to the Central
Government

NEW DELHI

5 -78R Congress Party MP
Dr. M. Gurumurthy

has appealed to the Cen-
tral Government to drop
the proposal to relocate
the Indian Oil Corporation
(IOCL) Small Can Filling
Plant (lubricant oil tins)
located in Tadepalli, part
of Andhra Pradesh’s cap-
ital region. In a letter ad-
dressed to Union Minister
for Petroleum and Natural
Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri,
he expressed concern that
around 200 families would
be affected if the unit is
shifted. The IOCL Small
Can Filling Plant in Tade-
palli, Guntur district, fills
engine oil (lubricants) into
small cans (tins), which
are then supplied to pet-
rol bunks and automobile
shops for retail. However,
IOCL is currently actively
considering shifting this
plant to its Chennai unit.
In this context, MP Dr. Gu-
rumurthy urged the Union
Minister to immediately
reconsider and withdraw
the proposal. The MP
noted that the Small Can
Filling Plant, established
in Tadepalli in 1995, is one
of eight such units across
the country and meets up
to 35% of the regional de-
mand. He highlighted that
the plant supplies lubri-
cant cans not only within
Andhra Pradesh but also
to Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
and Karnataka, with a
monthly production ca-
pacity of 3,000 kilolitres.
He further emphasized
that the plant operates
with very low maintenance
costs and minimal staff
while delivering excellent
performance. Therefore,
he stated that the proposal
to relocate such an efficient
unit is unjustified and
urged the authorities to re-
verse the decision imme-
diately. He also requested
a positive response from
the Union Minister to his
appeal.

Uttarakhand
Census Begins;
Guv, CM Opt Self-
Enumeration
DEHRADUN: (APR 10)

VI‘he first phase of 'Census
2027' formally began in
Uttarakhand on Friday with
Governor Lt Gen (retd) Gur-
mit Singh and Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami regis-
tering their details digitally
through the 'self-enumeration’
facility. Under the program,
house listing and house enu-
meration work has begun in
the state. For the first time un-
der 'Digital India), citizens have
been given the opportunity to
enter their information online
before a census officer visits
their homes. Officials said that
this facility of self-enumer-
ation will be available from
April 10 to April 24 and after
this, from April 25 to May 24,
the census workers will go
door to door to collect the data.

CM reviews domestic gas supply situation, calls Union
Minister on Srikakulam-Kakinada pipeline delay

Deepam subsidy to be continued to those opted for PNG: CM
CM sets target to achieve 10 lakh PNG connections in six months

AMARAVATI:

hief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu directed
officials and oil companies to
address domestic gas supply
challenges arising due to glob-
al conflicts. He emphasised
the need to promote the use of
Piped Natural Gas (PNG) as a
preferred alternative.
Reviewing on domestic
gas supply with officials at
secretariat today, the Chief
Minister instructed officials
to create awareness among
beneficiaries of the Deepam
scheme about the advantages
of switching to PNG. He noted
that beneficiaries who opt for
PNG will continue to receive
the subsidy provided under

the Deepam scheme and or-
ders to this effect should be
issued immediately. He also
stressed the importance of
clearly informing beneficiar-
ies that they can retain their
scheme benefits even after mi-
grating to PNG connections.
The Chief Minister assessed
measures being taken by oil

24

companies to expand PNG
connections and overcome
supply constraints. He set a
target of providing 1 million
(10 lakh) PNG connections
within the next six months,
directing officials to ensure
there is no delay in achieving
this goal. Officials informed
the Chief Minister that the do-

mestic gas situation is expect-
ed to normalise soon.

Reviewing the delay in Sri-
kakulam—Kakinada natural
gas pipeline project, the Chief
Minister sought explanations
from officials. Upon being in-
formed that certain decisions
are pending at the Central lev-
el, he directly spoke with Har-
deep Singh Puri, Union Minis-
ter for Petroleum and Natural
Gas and urged the Minister
to expedite completion of the
project, noting that the ten-
dering process has already
been completed. The Union
Minister responded positively
and assured that the matter
would be reviewed soon and
necessary action taken to ac-
celerate the project.

Himachal Mishap: Devotees’ Vehicle Plunges 100 ft, 3 Dead

he mishap occurred near

the Radha Swami Satsang
Bhawan on National High-
way-503 when the vehicle, re-
portedly carrying 35 devotees
from Kapurthala in Punjab,
lost control at a sharp turn and
fell off the road. At least three
people were killed and more
than two dozen others were

injured after a tractor-trolley
carrying devotees plunged
nearly 100 feet into a gorge in
Himachal Pradesh's Kangra
district on Friday. The injured,
including women and children,
were rescued by the police, with
the help of locals, and rushed to
a nearby hospital, where they
are undergoing treatment.

The mishap occurred near the
Radha Swami Satsang Bhawan
on National Highway 503 when
the vehicle, reportedly carrying
35 devotees from Kapurtha-
la in Punjab, lost control at a
sharp turn and fell off the road.
The vehicle was on its way to a
temple when the incident took
place. Six of the people injured

in the accident are said to be
in critical condition and have
been referred to a government
medical college in Tanda, per
news agency PTI. A case under
relevant sections of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
the Motor Vehicles Act has
been registered by the police.
Preliminary investigation sug-

gests that using a tractor-trol-
ley for the transportation of
passengers — prohibited under
law — may have contributed
to the severity of the accident.
However, efforts are underway
to ascertain the exact cause of
the accident, the police said. Six
passengers reportedly escaped
the accident unhurt.

No proof, only presumptions: Justice Varma
withdraws from impeachment inquiry

Justice Yashwant Varma
alleged that the Parlia-
ment-appointed panel's
probe against him was
based on 'suggestions,
imputations and pre-
sumptions' rather than
concrete evidence.

ustice Yashwant Varma,

who resigned amid an im-
peachment process against
him over the recovery of wads
of currency notes from his
residence, has written to the
parliamentary inquiry com-
mittee investigating the alle-
gations, asserting that he has
been subjected to a “deliberate
vilification campaign” despite
the absence of any direct ev-
idence against him. Varma
informed the panel of his
resignation and announced
his withdrawal from the on-
going proceedings, question-
ing both the fairness and the
legal basis of the inquiry. In a
detailed 13-page letter, Varma
reiterated his claims that he,

then a Delhi High Court judge
when the incident occurred in
March 2025, was out of sta-
tion at the time of the recovery
and it defies logic to believe he
would have chosen a store-
room to stash cash. The judge
alleged that he was not given
a fair opportunity to defend
himself and that the probe
was based on suggestions, im-
putations, and presumptions
rather than concrete evidence.
The controversy began in
March 2025, when a fire broke
out at Justice Varma's official
bungalow in New Delhi. While
battling the blaze, fire service
personnel and police discov-
ered stacks of burnt and par-
tially burnt Rs 500 currency
notes, estimated at nearly Rs
15 crore, hidden in a store-
room. Justice Varma main-
tained that the storeroom was
not under his control, though
subsequent investigations
suggested otherwise. "The
incident occurred when I was
physically absent from the

premises (on a pre-planned
vacation) with extremely lim-
ited mobile connectivity in a
remote forest area, it defies
ordinary logic and common
sense to suggest that I would
have chosen such a location
to store 'cash'," Justice Varma
said in his letter. "Despite the
above, I suffered the public
vilification in silence, remain-
ing hopeful that those tasked
by the law and the system to
investigate and ascertain the
facts would address the is-
sue appropriately and fairly.
Regrettably, the proceedings
that have followed have been

concerned almost exclusive-
ly with establishing the bare
facts that a storeroom existed
in the allotted premises and
that cash was found there,"
he added. Varma maintained
that no legally admissible
proof had been produced to
establish that any cash was
found in the storeroom of his
residence or that it belonged
to him or his family.

The 57-year-old judicial of-
ficer further alleged that the
parliamentary inquiry com-
mittee, constituted under the
impeachment process, relied
heavily on the findings of a
prior in-house committee re-
port, which he argued should
never have been made public
as it was meant solely for the
Chief Justice of India. He crit-
icised the enquiry panel for
failing to undertake a fresh in-
vestigation under the Judges
Inquiry Act, claiming instead
that the proceedings were
based on “suggestions, impu-
tations and presumptions.”

"I state that the proceed-
ings initiated against me,
whether they be before the
IHC or for that matter even
the present enquiry, have all
proceeded on unstated sug-
gestions, insinuations and
imputations requiring me to
disprove assumed facts and
innumerable presumptions.
This has resulted not only in
a reversal of the burden of
proof as we commonly under-
stand but also in placing upon
me the onerous obligation of
proving multiple negatives,"
the strongly-worder letter
said. Justice Varma informed
the panel that he was stepping
away from the inquiry, stating
that continued participation
would “legitimise a process”
that, according to him, was
fundamentally flawed. He
argued that the proceedings
were asking him to answer
“the unanswerable”, specifi-
cally, to explain the origin of
money he claims he had no
knowledge of.

Shri P. Ananth assumes charge
as General Manager, SWR

HUBBALLI, APRIL 10

hri P. Ananth has as-
sumed charge as the new
General Manager of South
Western Railway on o9th
April 2026. An officer of the
1989 batch of the Indian
Railway Service of Mechan-
ical Engineers (IRSME),
Shri Ananth holds a degree
in Mechanical Engineering
and brings with him rich and
varied experience spanning
over three decades in Indian
Railways. He has served ex-
tensively in the South East-
ern Railway and has held
several important assign-
ments, including Director
(Manpower Planning) in the
Railway Board from 2002
to 2008. He also served
as Chief Mechanical Engi-
neer at Banaras Locomotive
Works (BLW) from 2012 to
2017, where he played a key
role in production and mod-
ernization activities.
From 2017, he was asso-

ciated with the Centre for
Railway Information Sys-
tems (CRIS), New Delhi, as
General Manager (Coach
Maintenance Management
System), where he was in-
strumental in the develop-
ment and deployment of
mission-critical application
software supporting various
operational functions across
Indian Railways.

Later, Shri Ananth served
as Divisional Railway Man-
ager, Madurai Division,
Southern Railway, from Au-
gust 2021 to October 2023,
leading several key initia-
tives in operational efficien-
cy and passenger service im-
provement.

Prior to assuming charge
as General Manager, Shri
P. Ananth was serving as
Additional General Manag-
er, South Western Railway
since 13th October, 2025. He
succeeds Shri Mukul Saran
Mathur, consequent upon
his retirement.

Invitation to PM Modi
for Bhogapuram Airport

NEW DELHI:

he long-cherished dream
of the people of North
Andhra is set to become a re-
ality, as the inauguration of
the prestigious Bhogapuram
International Airport (Alluri
Sitarama Raju International
Airport) is being planned.
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu
has officially invited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
inaugurate this mega project
and dedicate it to the nation.
According to sources, the
state government has pro-
posed possible dates based
on the Prime Minister’s
availability—either July 5 or
July 8, or alternatively Au-
gust 17 or August 19 for the
inauguration.
Project Near
Completion
The airport construction
is currently in its final phase.
About 98% of the work has
already been completed,
and the remaining finish-
ing works are targeted to be
completed by June 30. To

Inauguration

W -
meet this deadline, addition-
al workforce has been de-
ployed, with work progress-
ing round the clock on a war
footing.
Boost to North Andhra
Development
Experts believe that once
operational, the internation-
al airport will significantly
transform the landscape
of North Andhra, boosting
both tourism and industrial
growth. The central govern-
ment has already notified
the airport as a Customs
Airport, and the Andhra
Pradesh government has re-
quested early clearance for
immigration status, which
is essential for international
flight operations.
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Women staffers allege years
of sexual abuse, coercion at
Nashik firm; 6 arrested

The complaints allege
a pattern of miscon-
duct spanning two to
three years, including
physical harassment,
inappropriate com-
ments about women's
bodies and clothing,
molestation, and mental
harassment.

major workplace abuse
candal has surfaced
in Maharashtra's Nashik,
where multiple women em-
ployees of a multinational
company have accused col-
leagues and senior staff of
sexual and psychological
harassment, as well as coer-
cion, over a prolonged peri-
od. Police have arrested six
accused so far as part of an
ongoing investigation.
According to officials, at
least nine FIRs have been
registered across two police
stations -- eight at Mum-
bai Naka and one at Deolali
--based on complaints filed
by the employees, most of
them aged between 18 and
25. The accused named in
the case include Asif Ansa-
ri, Shafi Shaikh, Shahrukh
Qureshi, Raza Memon, and
Tausif Attar. Police said
some of them held positions
such as team leaders and en-

gineers within the company.

The complaints allege a
pattern of misconduct span-
ning two to three years,
including physical harass-
ment, inappropriate com-
ments about women’s bodies
and clothing, molestation,
and mental harassment. One
case involved allegations
of rape, with investigators
saying the accused alleg-
edly lured the victim into a
relationship. Complainants
have also alleged that their
religious sentiments were
hurt through remarks and
behaviour at the workplace.
Some statements further
claim attempts at coercion
linked to religious practices,
including pressure to adopt
certain rituals. In a related
allegation, a male employ-
ee has also claimed he was
pressured to convert, made
to perform religious ritu-
als, and forced to consume
non-vegetarian food.

The employees have told
police that they had raised
complaints internally with
the company’s HR depart-
ment earlier, but no effective
action was taken.

A case has also been reg-
istered against a woman HR
official linked to the compa-

ny’s Pune office.
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STEADY HAND IN
UNCERTAIN TIMES:
THE RBI'S CASE FOR INACTION
o

he RBI Monetary Policy Committee’s (MPC) de-

cision to keep interest rates unchanged — a “wait

and watch” approach, in the Governor’s words —

is a sensible move. At a time when hasty words
and deeds have roiled world markets, economies, and even
households, a measured policy response was the need of the
hour. The challenge before the MPC is that the main tool it
has — the repo rate — impacts growth and inflation in op-
posite ways. That is, if it had raised rates to try to contain an
anticipated surge in inflation, this would have hurt growth.
On the other hand, if it lowered rates to boost growth, this
would have pushed inflation up. The war in West Asia has
resulted in both of these undesirable outcomes: supply chain
constraints have pushed up costs while also dragging down
growth. A rate change at this juncture could have made mat-
ters significantly worse and further dampened the mood in
the economy. In his speech, RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra
predicted that India’s GDP would grow 6.9% in 2026-27. Giv-
en that this is still the first month of the financial year, the
forecast is likely to change considerably over the subsequent
MPC announcements. For example, the MPC in April last year
had predicted that growth in 2025-26 would be 6.5%. In con-
trast, the government’s latest estimate for the year is 7.6%.
Considerable uncertainty continues to persist in West Asia,
with shipping companies still hesitant to brave the Strait of
Hormuz.

All of this, coupled with the fuel constraints, will continue
to hamper growth in 2026-27. The RBI lowered its growth
forecast for the first quarter by just 0.1 percentage points,
which might end up being an over-optimistic reading of
the situation. The World Bank’s India Development Update
report, released on Thursday, predicts a slowdown in in-
dustrial growth in India over the course of this financial
year. Consumer and government demand, too, is expected
to slow as both groups try to tighten their belts. Inflation,
on the other hand, is expected to accelerate considerably to
4.6%, according to the RBI. Yet, the MPC was correct not to
raise rates since most of the inflationary pressure is due to
supply issues rather than demand conditions. Raising rates
would not only have slowed growth further, but even the
primary objective of containing inflation would not have
been met. A lot of factors need to play out before monetary
policy can act — the war, the U.S. tariff-related investiga-
tions, greater clarity on a potential El Nino impact on the
monsoon this year, to name a few. Until then, inaction is
the best course of action.
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THE GRAMMAR OF SILENCE
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When arrogance dissolves,
what remains
is not triumph,

Silence is not the
absence of sound—
it is the presence of

what refuses performance. but clarity—

Within it, a script unwritten for an
names loosen, audience.

titles fall away— Depth does not argue.
discarded skins of a tired Humility does not explain.
becoming. Both remain—

And the self, vast, sufficient, unadvertised.
unwitnessed, Light does not imitate.
returns It reveals.

to its first question. What must borrow its shine

| Spotlight

11 the escalating ten-
sions involving Iran
disrupt the implemen-
tation of the landmark
US-Saudi agreement on rare earth ele-
ments? The question is far from academ-
ic. Access to these materials—especially
heavy rare earths—is vital for the United
States to maintain its technological and
military superiority at a time when China
dominates global supply chains.

Beijing’s tightening of export controls
in 2025 exposed the fragility of US de-
pendence. Rare earth elements are indis-
pensable for advanced defence systems,
including the F-35 fighter jet, Virginia-
and Columbia-class submarines, Toma-
hawk missiles, and radar technologies.
An F- 35 alone requires approximately
410 kg of rare earths; a Virginia-class
submarine needs up to 4,100 kg. These
figures illustrate the scale at which sup-
ply disruptions could affect American
military readiness.

The US led global production until the
mid-1990s, when China overtook com-
petitors through aggressive industrial
policy and cost advantages. According to
the Council on Foreign Relations, the US
remains fully dependent on imports for
several critical minerals and significantly
reliant on many more. By 2030, its share
of the global market may fall below 2%,
while China’s could reach 31%. It was in
response to this imbalance that Donald
Trump initiated policies aimed at reviv-
ing domestic capacity and diversifying
supply chains.

Saudi Arabia’s Strategic Pivot

For Saudi Arabia, rare earth develop-
ment is central to the economic transfor-
mation envisioned under Vision 2030,
led by Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman. The Kingdom is rapidly repo-
sitioning mining as a pillar of economic
diversification, reducing dependence on
oil revenues. Progress has been swift.
Exploration investment exceeded $140
million in 2024, while the number of
mining licenses surged from 224 in 2015
to over 800 by 2023. The estimated val-
ue of Saudi mineral reserves has nearly
doubled—from $1.3 trillion in 2016 to
$2.5 trillion in 2024—driven by the dis-
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RAW MATERIALS DEAL?

covery and prioritization of high-value
resources, including rare earth elements.
Riyadh aims to become one of the world’s
top seven mineral processors by 2030,
a shift that could significantly reshape
global supply chains and reduce China’s
dominance.

A Strategic Convergence

This convergence of American need
and Saudi ambition culminated in a
significant agreement on November 19,
2025. MP Materials partnered with the
US government and Saudi Arabian Min-
ing Company to establish the Middle
East’s first rare earth processing facil-
ity. The joint venture reflects a careful
balance of interests: MP Materials and
the US will hold up to 49% equity, while
Maaden retains at least 51%. The ar-
rangement combines American expertise
in separation and refining with Saudi
Arabia’s structural advantages—low-cost
energy, modern infrastructure, and sub-
stantial untapped reserves. Among these
reserves, the Jabal Sayid deposit stands
out as one of the world’s most valuable,
with significant quantities of both heavy
and light rare earth elements. Until do-
mestic extraction scales up, the planned
facility is expected to process import-
ed ore, including supplies from Brazil,
which holds the largest reserves outside
China. Capabilities and Structural Ad-
vantages MP Materials is currently the
only fully integrated rare earth producer
in the US, operating the historic Moun-
tain Pass mine. Once the global leader,
the site closed in 2002 due to environ-
mental issues and competitive pressure
from China—a decision now widely re-
garded as a strategic error. Today, Moun-
tain Pass accounts for about 15% of global
production, and the company is investing
over $1 billion to expand capacity and re-
build domestic supply chains.

Maaden, by contrast, represents the
scale and ambition of Saudi Arabia’s min-
ing sector. With revenues of $8.7 billion
in 2024, it is among the fastest-growing
mining companies globally. Its invest-
ments span phosphates, gold, and ferti-
lizers, including major partnerships with
international firms such as Mosaic and
SABIC.

Saudi Arabia’s comparative advan-
tage lies in energy and regulation. Rare
earth processing is highly energy-inten-
sive—requiring up to 13 times more en-
ergy than extraction—yet the Kingdom’s
abundant and low-cost energy resources
provide a decisive edge. Equally impor-
tant is its regulatory efficiency: mining
permits can be secured within 180 days,
compared to 7—10 years in the US.

Geography further strengthens Saudi
Arabia’s position. Situated close to min-
eral-rich African countries such as Mala-
wi, Namibia, South Africa, and Uganda,
the Kingdom is well placed to become a
global processing hub, bridging the gap
between resource extraction and indus-
trial demand.

Geopolitical Uncertainty

Despite strong economic logic, the
agreement faces geopolitical headwinds.
The recent escalation involving the US
and Israel against Iran—raising concerns
about instability in the Strait of Hor-
muz—has complicated efforts to build
an integrated supply chain. The deal is
fundamentally geopolitical. For Wash-
ington, it is a strategic move to reduce
dependence on Chinese-controlled sup-
ply chains and mitigate vulnerabilities in
critical industries. For Riyadh, however,
the approach is more pragmatic and less
binary. Saudi Arabia has shown little
inclination to align exclusively with any
single power. Instead, it is pursuing a
strategy of diversification, maintaining
economic and technological ties with
both the US and China. Had Washing-
ton refused to share technology, Riyadh
could easily have turned to Beijing. The
US objective, therefore, is not to exclude
China entirely but to secure a meaningful
share in Saudi Arabia’s expanding miner-
al economy.

Strategic Autonomy &

Regional Dynamics

The broader regional context reinforc-
es this trend. Gulf states are increasingly
reassessing their security and economic
partnerships amid perceptions of incon-
sistent US policy. Saudi Arabia’s recent
agreement with Ukraine on drone de-
fence cooperation reflects a willingness

to diversify strategic relationships be-
yond traditional alliances. This approach
is not a departure from cooperation with
the US but a recalibration. By investing
in advanced defence technologies and ex-
panding economic partnerships, Riyadh
is seeking to reduce vulnerabilities and
enhance strategic autonomy.

The rare earth agreement fits squarely
within this framework. It allows Saudi
Arabia to develop a high-value industri-
al sector while positioning itself as a key
node in global supply chains. At the same
time, it provides the US with a critical al-
ternative to Chinese dominance, even if
only partially.

In sum, the future of the US-Saudi
rare earth partnership will depend on
both geopolitical stability and sustained
mutual interest. The ongoing tensions in
the Gulf may delay implementation, but
they are unlikely to derail the agreement
entirely. If anything, instability may re-
inforce the underlying logic of the deal.
For the US, diversifying supply chains
is no longer optional but imperative.
For Saudi Arabia, economic diversifica-
tion and strategic autonomy are central
to long-term national objectives. Even
if Washington’s role as the primary se-
curity guarantor in the Gulf evolves, its
economic and technological relevance is
likely to endure. The rare earth partner-
ship reflects a convergence of interests
that transcends short-term disruptions.
Ultimately, this is not merely a commer-
cial arrangement but a strategic align-
ment shaped by necessity, competition,
and a rapidly changing global order.

BY EWA FRONCZAK

(EXPERT, CENTRE
FOE INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS)

Nitish in National Politics, BJP Era in Bihar

After remaining at the center
of power in Bihar for nearly
two decades, Nitish Kumar’s
move to the Rajya Sabha is not
merely a political formality,
but a turning point in the long
phase that shaped Bihar’s poli-
tics after 2005. The leader who
influenced the state’s govern-
ance for nearly 21 years is now
preparing to play a new role in
Delhi’s politics. This shift is
significant because Bihar’s pol-
itics has long revolved around
a single leadership, and for the
first time after such an extend-
ed tenure, a major transition
in power is becoming visible.
From a statistical perspective,
Nitish Kumar’s tenure as Chief
Minister is counted among the
longest and most influential in
Bihar’s history. From November
2005, when a stable government

Nitish Kumar’s shift from Bihar's Chief Ministership—after nearly two decades of
transformative governance and a record ten oaths of office—to the Rajya Sabha marks a
pivotal transition in the state’s politics. This move ends an era shaped by his stable alliances
post-2005, rural road revolutions, bicycle schemes boosting girls’ education, and women'’s
quotas in panchayats. For the first time in 21 years, Bihar faces a leadership vacuum in a
state of 13 crore people, sparking speculation on successors and Delhi’s coalition plays.
With experience across all four Indian legislatures, Kumar's national pivot could redefine
Bihar’s development trajectory and his own legacy.

of parliamentary experience
and nearly two decades as Chief
Minister, he has established
himself as a leader capable of
understanding and balancing
complex political equations. On
the other hand, the process of
power transition in Bihar has
created fresh political activi-
ty. Continuous discussions are
underway regarding the name
of the new Chief Minister. Gov-
erning a large state with a pop-
ulation of nearly 13 crore and
38 districts is not considered an
easy task. The biggest challenge
before the new leadership will
be to continue the schemes initi-
ated in previous years while also
implementing new priorities.At
present, Bihar’s politics is pass-
ing through a phase of transi-
tion. The administrative struc-
ture developed over the past

What remains

when recognition is removed
is not emptiness,

but measure.

Dignity does not rise with
visibility.

It settles—

like dust upon the feet—
unannounced, enduring.
Birth is accident.

Becoming is act.

Between them,

a life is either shaped

or merely displayed.
History does not belong to
noise.

It gathers

in the quiet grammar of
hands—

in work

that forgets to see itself.
There is a way to exist
without declaring existence;
to carry light

without rehearsing brightness.
In such a life,

integrity is not virtue—

it is structure.

Ego ascends quickly—

a fragile architecture of air.
Character descends—

slow, geological, irreversible.
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is already breaking.

Do not pursue being seen.
The visible is

often the least true.

Let your work be ritual,
your movement—intention.
If truth walks beside you,
it will not introduce itself.
Praise is weather.

Action is ground.

Build where storms

have no language.

Walk gently—

not from fear,

but because meaning fractures
under excess.

At the furthest edge of silence,
a voice emerges—

not learned,

not borrowed,

but yours

before it required witness.
Adornment is unnecessary.
Meaning is enough.

If a word must live,

let it breathe.

If a life must matter,

let it give.

You are not the shadow of light.

You are the condition
in which light
becomes visible.

... Dr. Peruka Raju :..
7810032847

was formed, to April 2026, com-
bining different phases, he held
the Chief Minister’s post for
approximately 18 to 19 years.
During this period, he took oath
as Chief Minister a total of ten
times, which is considered a re-
cord in itself. In 2000, he first
became Chief Minister for seven
days, but had to resign after fail-
ing to prove a majority. Later, on
November 24, 2005, when he
became Chief Minister for the
second time, it marked the be-
ginning of an era of stable gov-
ernance in Bihar.

Looking at the early phase of
his political journey, his active
political career began in 1985
when he was elected as a legisla-
tor for the first time. Four years
later, in 1989, he entered the Lok
Sabha for the first time. From
1989 to 2004, he was elected
to the Lok Sabha four consecu-
tive times. During this period,
he handled several important
responsibilities in the central
government. In the 1990s, he
served as Minister of State for
Agriculture, and between 1998
and 2004, he held key portfoli-
os such as Railway Minister and
Minister for Surface Transport.
During his tenure as Railway
Minister, several new railway
projects were initiated and ef-
forts were made to improve

passenger facilities, which en-
hanced his administrative ex-
perience. When he assumed
power in Bihar in 2005, the
state faced multiple challenges.
At that time, the road infra-
structure was considered weak,
and rural areas lacked proper
connectivity. In the years after
2005, thousands of kilometers
of rural roads were constructed.
According to available figures,
between 2005 and 2020, lakhs
of kilometers of rural roads
were built and repaired in the
state, accelerating the process
of connecting villages to district
headquarters.

The education sector also wit-
nessed significant transforma-
tion during his tenure. The bi-
cycle scheme launched in 2006
remained one of the most widely
discussed initiatives. Under this
scheme, more than one crore
students have been provided bi-
cycles so far, which significantly
increased school attendance,
especially among girls. While
the enrollment percentage of
girls at the secondary level was
relatively low in 2005, it re-
corded remarkable growth over
the following decade. Similarly,
uniform schemes and schol-
arship programs also played a
role in improving attendance in
schools. The decision to provide

50 percent reservation to wom-

en in the Panchayati Raj system
is considered one of the most
significant administrative initi-
atives of his governance. Bihar
became one of the early states in
the country where women’s par-
ticipation in local governance
increased on such a large scale.
As aresult, thousands of women
emerged as village heads, ward
members, and district council
representatives. This decision
played an important role in
transforming the nature of rural
politics.

Several changes were also
recorded in the health sector.
After 2005, the number of pri-
mary health centers was in-
creased, and the expansion of
facilities in district hospitals
was initiated. The number of pa-
tients visiting government hos-
pitals steadily increased, which
was considered an indicator of
improved access to healthcare
services.However, his politics
was not limited to development
schemes. Frequent shifts in al-
liances became one of his de-
fining political characteristics.
In 2013, he separated from the
National Democratic Alliance
and adopted a new political
direction. In 2017, he rejoined
the same alliance. In 2022, he
changed direction once again,

and in 2024, he returned to the
same alliance. Within nearly 11
years, four major political shifts
highlighted the complexity of
his political journey. The 2025
Bihar Assembly elections were
also considered a crucial turn-
ing point in his political career.
In the 243-member Assembly,
the alliance secured a clear ma-
jority, after which he took oath
as Chief Minister for the tenth
time. However, within four to
five months of the election, his
decision to move toward the
Rajya Sabha indicated that this
was not merely a personal deci-
sion, but part of a broader polit-
ical strategy. With his entry into
the Rajya Sabha, another sig-
nificant record has been added
to his name. He has joined the
select group of leaders who have
had membership experience in
all four legislative houses Leg-
islative Assembly, Legislative
Council, Lok Sabha, and Rajya
Sabha. In Indian politics, the
number of such leaders is con-
sidered very limited.

Now, the biggest question is
what his role in Delhi will be.
Based on his long administra-
tive experience, it is believed
that he may play an important
role at the national level in poli-
cy-making or coalition manage-
ment. With more than 30 years

nearly 20 years will need to be
maintained and strengthened
further by the new government.
It will also be observed wheth-
er the new administration can
sustain the pace of development
seen in recent years. Nitish Ku-
mar’s move toward Delhi is also
being seen as the completion of
a full political cycle in his ca-
reer. The leader who began his
political journey as a Member
of Parliament is now returning
to Parliament after stepping
down from the Chief Minister’s
post. This change is not merely
a shift in position, but a signal of
the beginning of a new phase in
both Bihar and national politics.
In the coming months, it will
become clear whether this deci-
sion was limited to a change of
responsibility or a preparation
for a larger political role at the
national level.

AJAY KUMAR
Senior Journalist,
Lucknow (U.P)
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10 dead as boat
capsizes in
Yamuna River
near Mathura;
search on

Search operations
are ongoing amid
concerns that a dozen
passengers may still
be unaccounted for.

A}i least 10 people have
ied, and several oth-
ers are feared missing af-
ter a boat carrying around
25-30 pilgrims capsized in
the Yamuna River near Ke-
shighat in Uttar Pradesh’s
Mathura on Friday. Accord-
ing to district authorities,
panic broke out when the
overcrowded vessel over-
turned close to a pontoon
bridge in Vrindavan. Rescue
teams, including local police
and disaster response units,
rushed to the spot and have
so far rescued more than 14
people. Search operations are
ongoing amid concerns that a
dozen passengers may still
be unaccounted for. Mathura
District Magistrate Chan-
draprakash Singh termed the
incident "very unfortunate,"
stating that the group had
come from Punjab and was
visiting the river when the
accident occurred. Mathura
DIG Shailesh Kumar Pand-
ey said that around 3:15 pm,
a boat accident occurred on
River Yamuna near a pon-
toon bridge. According to ini-
tial reports, the boat was car-
rying about 25—27 people. He
noted that, based on witness
accounts so far, "the boat
crashed into the pontoon
bridge," which appears to be
the primary cause of the ac-
cident. So far, 10 bodies have
been recovered, while rescue
operations are ongoing.

Mahashiviraagni
inaugurated
at Gorakhpur
scouts rally

GORAKHPUR, 10 APRIL
2026:

On the eve of the closing
ceremony of the o9th
District Rally organized
from 7 to 11 April 2026
by the Northeast Railway
Bharat Scouts and Guides
District Headquarters,
Gorakhpur, the Mahashivi-
raagni program was inau-
gurated on 10 April 2026 at
the Railway Scout Cottage,
Gorakhpur by the Chief
Guest, General Manager of
Northeast Railway and Pa-
tron of Northeast Railway
Bharat Scouts and Guides,
Shri Uday Bhorwankar.
The General Manager also
visited the camps, craft
displays, rangoli, and food
plaza exhibitions set up
by various district associ-
ations. On this occasion,
Additional General Man-
ager of Northeast Railway
Shri Vinod Kumar Shukla,
heads of departments, sen-
ior railway officers, office
bearers of the district asso-
ciation, railway employees,
and their family members
were present.

Nayab Singh
Saini announces
33% quota at
Gurugram
hospital

CHANDIGARH: (APR 10)

hief Minister Nayab

Singh Saini on Friday
directed officials that 33 per
cent each of the 150 MBBS
seats and 850 beds should
be reserved for students and
residents of Haryana at the
under-construction Shri
Sheetla Mata Devi Medical
College and Hospital in Gur-
ugram. He also said the fees
for the reserved seats should
be fixed in line with other
government medical colleges
so that students of the state
can access affordable and ac-
cessible medical education.
The chief minister was chair-
ing a meeting of the Cabinet
Sub-Committee  convened
regarding the operation and
maintenance of this project
under the PPP model, an of-
ficial statement said.

HOMELAND

CHIEF MINISTER YUMNAM KHEMCHAND
VISITS SENAPATI BY ROAD

VIA KANGPOKPI AFTER ALMOST A GAP OF 3 YEARS SINCE 3RD MAY, 2023 PRAYER
AND ONE MINUTE SILENCE FOR THE TWO KIDS DIED IN TRONGLAOBI BLAST

IMPHAL, 10 APRIL, 2026:

In what could be termed as
a significant effort to bring
the State back to normalcy,
the Chief Minister of Manipur
Yumnam Khemchand Singh
made his maiden visit to Sen-
apati District via Kangpokpi
after almost a gap of 3 years
since 3rd May, 2023 after as-
suming the office of the Chief
Minister. He attended the re-
ception ceremony organised
by Senapati District Frontal
Organisations. During the
reception, the Chief Minister
was accompanied by Deputy
Chief Minister Losii Dikho
and MLAs Awangbow New-
mai, Tongbram Robindro Sin-
gh and J. Kumo Sha. The gath-
ering began with a solemn
prayer led by Fr. Dr. William
Nepuni, Principal of St. Xa-
vier College, Maram Khunou,
honour the two young lives
lost in the recent Tronglaobi
blast in Bishnupur District.
A one-minute silence was ob-
served in memory of the two
beautiful kids initiated by
Deputy Chief Minister Losii
Dikho. Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh hailed
the civil society organisations
of Senapati, Mao and Kang-
pokpi for their unwavering
support to the Government’s
initiative to restore peace and
normalcy, after the State had
been hard hit by the unprec-
edented conflict. He main-
tained that his visit to Senapati

@

district by road today has be-
come possible only with their
support and cooperatio. The
Chief Minister was accorded
a warm welcome by the pub-
lic of Senapati district, led by
Naga Peoples’ Organisation,
Senapati District Women’s
Association, Senapati District
Students’ Association, oth-
er civil society organisations
and Tribal representatives
at the Multipurpose Hall in
Senapati Headquarters. Ad-
dressing the gathering, Chief
Minister Yumnam Khem-
chand emphasized the need
for balanced and inclusive
development across the state,
saying that Manipur can not
progress unless all districts
are developed alongside the
capital city Imphal. He advo-
cated that equal development
and high per capita income
across the state would lead
to mutual understanding and

harmony among communities
inhabiting in different parts
of the state. “The territorial
integrity of Manipur has been
safeguarding by the 36 differ-
ent communities inhabited in
the State since time immemo-
ria. Thus, Manipur is consid-
ered a Mini India” he added.
“First we are Indian and then
we are Manipuri” he says, con-
tinuing that we all should work
together as Manipuri and take
our state to a new height of
development. The Chief Min-
ister recalled the advocacy of
former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, who had en-
visioned that India can not de-
velop unless North East India
is developed. He said that the
Ministry of Development of
North Eastern Region (DON-
ER) was established during
his tenure as Prime Minister.
While responding to a mem-
orandum submitted by the

Naga People's Organisation
to establish a Medical Col-
lege in the District, the Chief
Minister informed the gath-
ering that he will put up and
discuss the matter in the next
State Cabinet meeting. On
the improvement of the sew-
erage system in the district,
the Chief Minister directed
Deputy Chief Minister Losii
Dikho, who holds the portfo-
lio of Public Health Engineer-
ing, to prepare a DPR for the
same. Regarding relocation
of the Senapati Police Station,
as the current location is con-
gested and people have raised
concerns, the Chief Minister
further said that the matter
will be examined and nec-
essary action will be taken.
Regarding the proposal for
development of Barak Festi-
val site, Yumnam Khemchand
Singh informed that he will
consult with the Tourism De-
partment and the concerned
stakeholders to chalk out the
designs for the development
of the festival site as desired.
As a part of the reception
ceremony, the Chief Min-
ister inaugurated the Mul-
ti- Level Parking- Inter State
and District Agricultural
and Economic Transporta-
tion Hub in Senapati Bazar,
10 units of Multi- Purpose
Centres (MPCs) under PM-
JANMAN in PVTG area of

Maram Tribe (Naojai, Khaba-
duikung, Sadim Rangalong,
Maram Khongnem/ Khong-
nem, Ngatan, Taklung, Sang-
kumei, Sangkunglung, Wil-
long Khunou and Kamalung),
PHSC Building at Pudanamei
and 3D Digital Dental Labo-
ratory under PM- DeVine. He
also laid foundation stones
for the construction of 69
Anganwadi Centre Buildings,
Installation of Flood Light-
ing at Senapati Public Turf
Ground, Constructions of
Additional Classrooms in 15
ADC Schools, 30 Toilets, 22
Water Reservoirs, 10 Commu-
nity Halls, 5 Wayside Amen-
ities and Infrastructure for
Solid Waste Management at
14 Locations/ Villages. Dep-
uty CM, Losii Dikho, while
addressing the gathering,
commended the residents of
Senapati consisting of five
tribes- Mao, Maram, Poumai,
ThangalZeliangrong for their
exemplary role as a peace-lov-
ing people. The reception fea-
tured a folk song presented by
Mom’s In Touch, and special
songs were presented by lo-
cal artists. The programme
was also attended by various
high-ranking officials of Civ-
il and Police, officials of the
District Administration Sena-
pati, CSOs, Village Chairmen
and Secretaries, Teachers and
Students.

India is a symbol of new growth with 1.20 lakh reco;
Haryana Governor Pr

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 10,
2026:

aryana Governor Prof

Asim Kumar Ghosh
on Friday inaugurated the
two-day conference of TiEcon
Chandigarh-2026 at Hyatt
Regency here. Addressing
the gathering as Chief Guest,
Governor Prof Ghosh said
that India’s startup ecosystem
today stands as a powerful
testament to innovation-led
growth, with over 1.20 lakh
recognised startups gener-
ating more than 12 lakh jobs
across the country. Appreci-
ating the conference organ-
ised to promote entrepre-
neurship, he congratulated
and extended his best wishes
to the organisers. He called
upon the youth to shift their
mindset from seeking jobs to
becoming job creators and to
embrace innovation in order
to contribute to the vision
of a ‘Viksit Bharat’ as envis-
aged by Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi. Highlight-
ing India’s vast middle-class
market, Governor Prof Ashim
Kumar Ghosh said that there
are immense opportunities
for young entrepreneurs to in-
novate using modern technol-
ogies to address evolving con-
sumer needs. He added that
sectors such as food technol-
ogy hold tremendous poten-
tial for innovation, given the
country’s abundant availabil-
ity of raw materials. Express-
ing pride in Haryana’s con-

tribution, Prof Ghosh stated
that the state has emerged as
a significant player with over
7,000 recognised startups.
He praised the Haryana Gov-
ernment’s startup policy, de-
scribing it as highly conducive
for entrepreneurs. He further
noted that Gurugram has es-
tablished itself as a global hub
for startups and technology.
Referring to TiEcon Chandi-
garh, he said it has become a
vital pillar of the innovation
and entrepreneurship eco-

of Ashi

system in North India. He
also highlighted Panchkula
as an emerging growth cen-
tre, well-positioned to attract
next-generation startups,
IT companies and innova-
tion-led investments due to
its planned infrastructure,
strategic connectivity and
proximity to Chandigarh. The
Governor expressed satis-
faction that TiE Chandigarh
is part of the global TiE net-
work spanning over 67 chap-
ters across 23 countries, and
is among its most active and
impactful chapters. With a
strong community of over 450
charter members and entre-
preneurs, it has mentored and
supported hundreds of start-
ups across Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Chandi-
garh, and beyond. He noted
that flagship initiatives such
as TiE Women, TiE Universi-
ty, and TiE Young Entrepre-
neurs are nurturing talent at
all levels, engaging over 300
participants annually and

enised startups:
m Kumar Ghosh

building a strong foundation
for future entrepreneurs. The
Governor appreciated the
scale of TiEcon Chandigarh
2026, which has brought to-
gether over 2,000 delegates,
more than 50 investors, 80
plus speakers and over 50
startups, calling it a remark-
able example of the ecosys-
tem’s growth and vibrancy.
He emphasised that to realise
the vision of India as a devel-
oped nation, it is essential to
further strengthen this eco-
system through collaboration,
innovation, and inclusivity.
Among those present on the
occasion were Lady Governor
Smt Mitra Ghosh, TiE Chan-
digarh President Puneet Ver-
ma, former President Murali
Bukkapatnam, Brahm Alre-
ja, Ravi Sharma, Vishal Ke-
dia, Sumedh Sachdeva, Ashu
Sharma, Ritika Singh, Pooja
Nayar, JB Singh, Ajay Tiwari,
Hirdesh Madan, Satish K Aro-
ra, Harit Mohan and several
other distinguished guests.

BJP’s Masterstroke in West Bengal: UCC in
Six Months and 3,000 Monthly for Women

SANJAY SAXENA,
LUCKNOW

he Bharatiya Janata Par-

ty has released its mani-
festo for the upcoming West
Bengal Assembly elections,
placing the issue of fear ver-
sus trust at the center and
calling for a major political
shift in the state. The most
prominent and impactful
promise in this manifesto
is the implementation of the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
within just six months of
forming the government.
This move is expected to
compel Trinamool leader
and Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee to clearly state her
party’s position on the is-
sue. If she opposes it, Hindu

voters may move away from
her, and if she supports it,
Muslim voters could dis-
tance themselves. Alongside
this, the BJP has announced
a monthly financial assis-
tance of 3,000 for every
woman to economical-
ly empower them, a move
widely seen as a political
masterstroke in the current
state scenario. Through this
manifesto, the BJP has at-
tempted to convey that it
aims to end appeasement
politics in Bengal and ush-
er in a new era of rule of
law and comprehensive de-
velopment. The document
outlines several promises
based on Bengal’s identity,
security, and prosperity,
aiming to touch every sec-
tion of society.

The promise of imple-
menting the Uniform Civil
Code is not only a signif-
icant step toward social
equality but is also viewed
as a reflection of the BJP’s
ideological = commitment.
Additionally, prioritizing
women’s safety and em-
powerment, the party has
proposed a larger financial
support scheme of 3,000
per month, positioned as an

answer to existing schemes
like Lakshmi Bhandar,
with the aim of making
women self-reliant. In the
education sector, the BJP
has promised to make the
Bengali language manda-
tory from primary to high-
er education and to make
technical courses available
in the local language, there-
by strengthening Bengal’s
cultural identity. Special
provisions have also been
made for the agricultural
sector, including increased
annual financial assistance
for farmers and guarantees
for fair prices for crops.
Furthermore, to generate
employment opportunities
for youth, the party has out-
lined plans to boost indus-
trial investment in the state
and revive closed jute mills.
The manifesto also empha-
sizes a zero-tolerance policy
against corruption, prom-
ising transparency in gov-
ernment recruitments and
the formation of a special
commission to investigate
recruitment scams.

To improve healthcare
services, the manifesto
promises the immediate

implementation of the Ay-

ushman Bharat scheme,
enabling poor families to
receive free medical treat-
ment up to X5 lakh. Ad-
dressing the issue of infil-
tration in border areas and
strengthening security ar-
rangements, the party has
pledged to deploy modern
technology and additional
security forces. To promote
tourism and culture, plans
have been proposed for
the development of Shakti
Peeths and the beautifica-
tion of religious tourism
centers. The BJP has also
assured special financial
packages for the welfare
of fishing communities
and Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, along
with ensuring that reser-
vation benefits reach the
grassroots level. Emphasis
has also been placed on in-
frastructure development,
including new roads, bridg-
es, and urban facilities, with
the aim of making Bengal
an attractive destination
for investment. To improve
law and order, the party has
promised modernization of
the police force and the com-
plete elimination of political
violence, assuring citizens

of a fear-free environment.
The manifesto specifically
mentions increasing wag-
es for tea garden workers
and improving their living
standards through special
housing schemes. It also
includes plans for environ-
mental protection and the
development of ecologically
sensitive regions such as the
Sundarbans through a ded-
icated action plan. Through
this manifesto, the BJP has
made it clear that its goal is
not merely a change of power
but a transformation of gov-
ernance. The acceleration
of the Jal Jeevan Mission to
provide clean drinking wa-
ter to every household and
the improvement of inter-
net connectivity in villages
have also been included as
commitments. Overall, the
BJP’s manifesto envisions a
Bengal where development
reaches the last person and
where cultural pride goes
hand in hand with econom-
ic progress. This manifesto
is likely to serve as a key
ideological tool for the party
in the upcoming elections,
presenting voters with a
clear blueprint for the fu-
ture.

General
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Manager of NFR

Conducts a Comprehensive
Safety Inspection

from Katihar to New Jalpaiguri

MALIGAON, 10 APRIL,
2026:

he General Manager

of Northeast Frontier
Railway, Shri Chetan Ku-
mar Shrivastava, conducted
a comprehensive safety in-
spection drive from Katihar
to New Jalpaiguri recently,
covering a wide range of op-
erational and infrastructural
aspects. During the onward
journey, the General Man-
ager undertook rigorous in-
spections of critical railway
assets in the Katihar-Dan-
dkhora and Mukuria-Barsoi
sections. These included ex-
amination of level crossings,
track geometry, gang work-
ing, curves, major bridg-
es and Switch Expansion
Joints to ensure adherence
to safety standards. A de-
tailed inspection of Dalkhola
station, point machinery and
level crossing infrastructure
was also carried out. The
inspection drive included a
speed trial between Dalkho-
la and New Jalpaiguri at 110
kmph to evaluate track qual-
ity, ride comfort and overall
operational readiness of the
section. The inspection also
covered multiple initiatives
related to staff welfare. At
Katihar, several improve-
ments were reviewed includ-
ing enhanced healthcare
facilities at the Divisional
Railway Hospital, where
an upgraded Physiotherapy
Centre and advanced dental
facilities are now available
for railway employees and
their dependents. Interac-
tions with representatives
of recognised unions and
associations were also held,
reflecting the administra-
tion’s continued commit-
ment to staff engagement
and welfare. Additionally,
several other initiatives such
as improvements to the Rail-
way Institute, Community

Hall and Staff Canteen were
undertaken to enhance the
quality of life and working
environment for railway per-
sonnel. The Training Room
and Model Room at the New
Pit Line were also reviewed,
aimed at strengthening tech-
nical training and capacity
building for staff. The Gen-
eral Manager also carried
out a detailed inspection of
the Crew Lobby to assess
passenger amenities and
working conditions. As part
of promoting sports and rec-
reational activities, develop-
ments at Katihar included
arenovated basketball court
at KROC/Katihar and the
proposal for a new Cricket
Pavilion, marking a signif-
icant step towards encour-
aging sports among railway
personnel and local enthusi-
asts. The visit to the 109 Acre
Eco Park also highlighted ef-
forts towards environmental
sustainability and recrea-
tional infrastructure. In ad-
dition, several other initia-
tives like the commissioning
of an 1111 kWp Rooftop Solar
Power Plant at Katihar Junc-
tion reaffirmed NFR’s com-
mitment towards renewable
energy and sustainable de-
velopment. The inspection
concluded with the arrival
at New Jalpaiguri, marking
the successful completion
of an intensive and well-co-
ordinated programme. The
General Manager expressed
satisfaction over the pro-
gress of developmental
works and emphasized the
need for continuous focus
on safety, maintenance and
passenger-centric services.
The visit reinforced North-
east Frontier Railway’s
commitment towards mod-
ernization, infrastructure
development and ensuring
a safe and efficient railway
network for passengers and
freight operations alike.

Bhagwant Mann condoles UP
boat accident that killed 10,
mostly from Punjab

The accident oc-
curred in Mathura
when an overcrowded
boat carrying around
25—30 pilgrims, most
of whom were from
Punjab, overturned
close to a pontoon
bridge on the Yamuna
River.

unjab Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann on
Friday expressed deep
sorrow over a tragic boat
capsize in Mathura, Uttar
Pradesh, which claimed at
least 10 lives, most of them
pilgrims from Punjab.

Reacting to the incident
on X, Mann said, "Today,
a boat carrying residents
of Jagraon city for darshan
in Vrindavan capsized in
the Yamuna River near
Mathura while carrying
32 people. It is with great
sorrow that I must inform
you that some devotees
have died by drowning. I
am in contact with the Ut-
tar Pradesh government.
Remaining details will be
shared later".

"I spoke with Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi regarding the Ma-
thura boat accident. Every
possible assistance will be
provided to the victims,"
he added.

The accident occurred
near Keshighat in Vrinda-
van when an overcrowded
boat carrying around 25—
30 pilgrims overturned
close to a pontoon bridge
on the Yamuna River.

Panic reportedly broke

27

out after the vessel col-
lided with the structure,
leading to it to capsize.

District authorities con-
firmed that at least 10 bod-
ies have been recovered
so far, while more than
14 passengers have been
rescued. However, sever-
al people are still feared
missing, and search oper-
ations are ongoing.

Mathura District Magis-
trate Chandraprakash Sin-
gh described the incident
as "very unfortunate," not-
ing that the victims were
visiting the river during
their pilgrimage.

DIG Shailesh Kumar
Pandey said the accident
took place around 3:15 pm
and preliminary accounts
suggest the boat struck the
pontoon bridge.

Rescue efforts involving
local police, fire servic-
es, divers, and boatmen
are underway, with teams
from the National Disaster
Response Force and the
State Disaster Response
Force joining operations.
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Lebanon alleges ceasefire breach after
Israel bombs towns, Hezbollah retaliates

Hezbollah described the
strike as being carried
out "in defence of Leba-
non and its people," al-

leging it was a response
to repeated Israeli vio-
lations of the ceasefire
and continued attacks
on southern Lebanese

villages.

ensions escalated along

the Israel-Lebanon bor-
der today after Lebanon ac-
cused Israel of breaching
a ceasefire by carrying out
airstrikes on towns in the
country’s south, prompting
a retaliatory response from
Hezbollah. In a statement, the
Iran-backed Lebanese mil-
itant group said it launched
a rocket attack targeting the
Israeli settlement of Misgav
Am at around 8 am. Hezbol-
lah described the strike as
being carried out “in defence
of Lebanon and its people,”

alleging it was a response to
repeated Israeli violations of
the ceasefire and continued
attacks on southern Lebanese

villages. Hezbollah further
claimed that this was its sec-
ond strike on the same target
and warned that it would con-
tinue operations as long as Is-
raeli actions against Lebanon
persist. There was no imme-
diate official response from
Israel on the claims. Mean-
while, a senior Lebanese of-
ficial has said that a ceasefire

remains a precondition for
any further negotiations, in-
dicating Beirut’s firm stance
amid rising tensions. Speak-
ing to Reuters, the official
added that Lebanon intends
to participate in a meeting in
Washington next week, where
discussions are expected to
focus on finalising and for-
mally announcing a ceasefire.
The latest escalation comes
as the US struggles to hold
together the fragile two-week
ceasefire with Iran ahead of

high-stakes talks aimed at
ending the wider West Asia
conflict. Just a day earlier,
US President Donald Trump
said he had personally urged
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu to scale back
strikes on Lebanon, signal-
ling concern over rising ten-
sions. Netanyahu, however,
indicated a parallel diplo-
matic push, saying that Isra-
el would begin negotiations
with Lebanon “as soon as
possible,” with a focus on dis-
arming Hezbollah and work-
ing towards a comprehensive
peace agreement. The devel-
opments highlight growing
strain on the already tenuous
ceasefire framework between
Washington and Tehran.

A major sticking point
remains whether Lebanon
falls within the scope of the
truce—while Trump and Net-
anyahu maintain it does not,
Iran has insisted that it does.

BEYOND BORDERS
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Iran demands Lebanon ceasefire, blocked
assets release before talks with US begin

Iran will not enter
negotiations until key

preconditions are met,
Parliament Speaker Mo-
hammad Bager Ghalibaf
said on Friday, insisting

that a ceasefire in Leb-
anon and the release of
Tehran’s blocked assets

must come first.

In a post on X, Qalibaf made
clear that talks cannot pro-
ceed without prior commit-
ments being honoured. “Two of
the measures mutually agreed
upon between the parties have
yet to be implemented: a cease-
fire in Lebanon and the release
of Iran's blocked assets prior to
the commencement of negotia-
tions,” he wrote.

“These two matters must be
fulfilled before negotiations
begin,” he added, underscor-
ing Iran’s hardened stance as
diplomatic efforts gather pace.
Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas

Araghchi also said the United
States must adhere to its com-
mitments, including ensuring
that Lebanon is part of the
ceasefire and halting Israeli
attacks on the country. Ac-
cording to state media, Aragh-
chi stressed that the terms of
the agreement are clear and
warned that continued Israeli
operations against Lebanon
risk undermining the broader
ceasefire framework. Iran has
been unable to obtain tens of
billions of dollars of its assets

in forelgn banks, mainly from
exports of oil and gas, due to
US sanctions on its banking
and energy sectors.
VANCE HEADS TO PAK
FORTALKS

Ghalibaf's statement comes
as US Vice President JD Vance
leaves for Islamabad for the
peace talks on Friday. Before
heading to Pakistan, Vance
warned Iran not to “play” the
US. President Donald Trump
has tasked the member of his
inner circle who has seemed to

be the most reluctant defender
of the 6-week-old conflict with
Iran to now find a resolution
and stave off the US president's
astonishing threat to wipe out
its “whole civilisation.” Vance,
who has long been sceptical
of foreign military interven-
tions and outspoken about the
prospect of sending troops into
open-ended conflicts, set off
Friday to lead mediated talks
with Iran in the Pakistani cap-
ital of Islamabad. Boarding Air
Force Two on his way to Paki-
stan, the vice president said,
“We're looking forward to the
negotiations. I think it’s going
to be positive. We'll of course
see.” He cited Trump in saying,
“If the Iranians are willing to
negotiate in good faith, we're
certainly willing to extend the
open hand.” But he added, “If
they’re gonna try and play us,
then they’re going to find that
the negotiating team is not that
receptive.”

UK offers
multimillion-
pound grant for
Tata Agratas to
build battery
gigafactory

BY ADITI KHANNA

LONDON: (Apr 10)
Agratas, Tata Group’s glob-
al battery business, will
receive a grant worth 380
million pounds to build one
of the largest gigafactories
in Europe in south-west
England, the UK govern-
ment has said. UK Busi-
ness Secretary Peter Kyle
announced the investment
during a visit on Thursday
to the company’s Somer-
set site, which will support
4,200 direct jobs and thou-
sands more in the supply
chain. The project will also
unlock 300 apprentice-
ships backed by a special-
ised battery manufacturing
training unit to meet the
specialist skills needs of the
company’s gigafactory and

the wider battery sector.

Chi
XiJi
Cheng Li-wun, chair-
woman of Taiwan's larg-
est opposition party, the
Kuomintang, is in China
on what she has called a
peace mission to reduce
tensions at a time when
Beijing has stepped up
military pressure against

the island it claims as its
territory.

hina will "absolutely not tol-

erate” independence for Tai-
wan, which is the chief culprit in
undermining peace in the Taiwan
Strait, President Xi Jinping told
the island's opposition leader
on Friday, calling for efforts to
advance '"reunification”. Cheng
Li-wun, chairwoman of Taiwan's
largest opposition party, the
Kuomintang (KMT), is in China
on what she has called a peace
mission to reduce tensions at a
time when Beijing has stepped
up military pressure against the

won't tolerate independence:

ing to Taiwan opposition leader

island it claims as its territory.
Meeting in the Great Hall of the
People, Xi told Cheng that today's
world is not entirely at peace, and

peace is precious. "Compatriots
on both sides of the strait are all
Chinese people of one family who
want peace, development, ex-
change, and cooperation," he said,
in comments carried by Taiwan
television stations. Both sides of
the strait belong to "one China,"
Xi added, according to a separate
state media read out. "When the
family is harmonious, all things

will prosper,” he said. "Taiwan
independence is the chief culprit
in undermining peace in the Tai-
wan Strait — we will absolutely
not tolerate or condone it." Xi
also mentioned the thorny sub-
ject of union between China and
Taiwan, which has long been
Beijing's goal but which Taiwan's
government rejects. "The KMT
and Communist Party must con-
solidate political mutual trust,
maintain positive interaction,
unite compatriots on both sides of
the strait, and join hands to cre-

ate a bright future of the mother-
land's reunification and national
rejuvenation,” he said. China re-
fuses to talk to Taiwan President
Lai Ching-te, saying he is a "sep-
aratist". Lai's administration has
called on Cheng to tell China to
stop its threats, and says Beijing
should engage with the demo-
cratically elected government in
Taipei. Speaking to reporters in
Taipei on Friday, Hsu Kuo-yung,
general secretary of Taiwan's rul-
ing Democratic Progressive Party,
criticised the KMT for continuing
to stall parliamentary approval
for defence spending while Cheng
isin China. "Are you trying to give
some kind of grand gift to Xi Jin-
ping?" Hsu said.
'CHESSBOARD'

The KMT once ruled all of Chi-
nauntil the Republic of China gov-
ernment it led fled to Taiwan in
1949 after losing a civil war with
Mao Zedong's communists, who
founded the People's Republic of

China. No peace treaty or armi-
stice has ever been signed and to
this day neither government for-
mally recognises the other. Cheng
told Xi that mutually beneficial
cross-strait relations are what the
public on both sides longs for, and
that interactions and exchanges
should be reciprocal. "I, Li-wun,
sincerely hope that one day in the
future, I will have the opportu-
nity to be the host and welcome
General Secretary Xi and all of
you here present in Taiwan," she
added, using Xi's title as head of
the communist party. Cheng said
she hoped that through the efforts
of both parties, the Taiwan Strait
will no longer be a focal point of
potential conflict, and will cer-
tainly not become a "chessboard
for outside forces to intervene in."
Both sides of the strait should fur-
ther plan and build institutional-
ised and sustainable mechanisms
for dialogue and cooperation, she
added.

31,800 crore US drone missing in Strait of Hormuz mission

The US is likely to have lost
1t

its most expensive surveil-
lance drone, the MQ-4C Triton,
during a secret mission over
the Strait of Hormuz, which re-
mains largely blocked by Iran
despite a two-week ceasefire
agreement with the US. Accord-
ing to open-source flight mon-
itoring accounts, the MQ-4C
Triton, which costs a whopping
$200 million (Rs 1,856 crore),
vanished from tracking systems
after declaring an emergen-
cy. It is not known if the drone
crashed or was shot down by
Iran. If confirmed, it would be
the first known loss of an MQ-
4C Triton, which was inducted

in 2018, in combat. It will only
add to the US's air asset losses
in the Iran conflict. Apart from
an F-15E and an A-10 Warthog
aircraft, which were downed
on April 3, several US aircraft
were hit by Iran. Three F-15E
Strike Eagles were also downed
in friendly fire over Kuwait
in March. The US also lost 17
MQ-9 Reaper drones, making
it an expensive military cam-
paign for the US. The loss of the
MQ-4C Triton will only add to
Trump's war bill. Flight tracking
data showed the drone, which
was returning to its base in It-
aly's Sigonella (jointly operated
with the US) after a three-hour

mission, descended rapidly be-
fore disappearing. Data shows
it fell from 50,000 feet to below
10,000 feet within seconds.
Tracking data shows that the
MQ-4C Triton, one of the most
advanced and expensive un-
manned surveillance aircraft,
crossed into Saudi Arabian air-
space before making a sudden

turn towards Iran. Before van-
ishing from radar, the drone
broadcast the code 7700 - an in-
flight emergency signal. How-
ever, it does not offer any indi-
cation of what the "emergency"
might be.

It is also not clear what the
surveillance aircraft was doing
over Hormuz, the vital energy
chokepoint through which 20%
of the world's oil and gas pass-
es. Since the war began, Iran
has blocked the waterway at
the mouth of the Persian Gulf,
halting crucial oil supplies and
thereby holding the global econ-
omy hostage. Iran was supposed
to reopen Hormuz after a cease-

fire deal was reached with the
US on April 8. However, only a
handful of ships have crossed
the corridor in 48 hours, with
Iran still maintaining a choke-
hold, citing Israel's strikes in
Lebanon. Over the past month,
the drone has been deployed by
the US Navy for monitoring ac-
tivity in and around the Persian
Gulf. A day before the cease-
fire deal, on April 7, the drone
was seen circling over Kharg
Island, Iran's critical oil hub. It
was around the time that spec-
ulation was rife of a US ground
invasion or punitive strikes on
energy facilities in Kharg. Last
week, the MQ-4C Triton took

part in a combat search and
rescue (CSAR) mission after
Iran shot down an F-15E Strike
Eagle. However, both the pilot
and the weapons-system officer
(WSO0) had ejected. They were
eventually rescued in a mega US
operation deep inside Iran.

It must be remembered that
the MQ-4C Triton is not just any
UAV. Developed by Northrop
Grumman, the drone is built for
maritime intelligence and sur-
veillance for longer stretches.
It can operate for more than 24
hours at a stretch. This makes
it ideal for monitoring vast and
critical chokepoints such as the
Strait of Hormuz.

JD Vance heads to Pak for

peace

talks,

warns Iran against trylng to play US

US Vice President JD
Vance departed for Pa-
kistan on Friday to lead

a high-level American
delegation aimed at ini-
tiating peace talks with
Iran, expressing meas-

ured optimism ahead
of a potentially defining

diplomatic moment.

"We're looking forward to

the negotiation. I think it's
going to be positive,” Vance
said prior to the departure,
signalling confidence despite
ongoing regional tensions.
Vance struck a firm yet hope-
ful tone about upcoming ne-
gotiations, saying, "If they're
going to try to play us, then
they're going to find the nego-
tiating team is not that recep-
tive." "We are looking forward
to the negotiations. I think it
is going to be positive. As the
President said, if the Irani-
ans are willing to negotiate
in good faith, we are certain-

ly willing to extend the open
hand. If they are not then they
are going to find that the ne-
gotiating team is not that re-
ceptive. We are trying to have
some positive negotiations,"
he stressed. The visit to Is-
lamabad represents one of
the most significant engage-
ments between Washington
and Tehran in decades. Vance
is spearheading discussions
that could influence not only
a fragile ceasefire but also the
broader stability of the region.
He further noted that Don-
ald Trump has set clear ex-
pectations for the talks. "The
president has given us some
pretty clear guidelines, and
we’ll see how it goes," Vance
said. The delegation also in-
cludes senior figures such
as Steve Witkoff and Jared
Kushner, highlighting the
importance Washington plac-
es on these negotiations. The
White House has offered lim-
ited clarity on the structure

of the upcoming talks, leav-
ing open whether discussions
between the US and Iran will
be direct or indirect, and de-
clining to outline firm expec-
tations. Still, the arrival of JD
Vance in Islamabad signals a
rare and significant moment
of high-level engagement be-
tween Washington and Teh-
ran. Such contact has been
scarce since the Iranian Rev-
olution, with one notable ex-
ception when Barack Obama
spoke by phone with Hassan

Rouhani in 2013. Despite the
diplomatic opening, tensions
remain high. Shortly after bo
th sides announced a tempor
ary ceasefire, disagreements
surfaced. Iran insisted that
halting the Israeli war in Leb-
anon was part of the deal, whi
le Benjamin Netanyahu and
Donald Trump rejected that
interpretation, maintaining
that operations in Lebanon
would continue. Meanwhile,
Washington pressed Iran to
reopen the Strait of Hormuz,

which Tehran had closed amid
escalating conflict involving
Hezbollah. Tru mp criticised
Iran’s compliance, saying it
was "doing a very poor job"
and warning, "That is not the
agreement we have!" Admin-
istration officia ls, including
spokeswoman Anna Kelly,
emphasised coor dination
among key figures such as
Steve Witkoff, Jared Kushner,
and Marco Rubio. Kelly un-
derscored optimism about a
breakthrough, stating, "Presi-
dent Trump has a proven track
record of achieving good deals
on behalf of the United States
and the American people, and
he will only accept one that
puts America first".
VANCE ASSUMES CENTRAL
DIPLOMATIC ROLE

For JD Vance, the talks
represent a defining and high-
stakes moment. Once seen
as a background figure in the
Trump administration, he is
now taking on a central dip-

lomatic role despite limited
experience. Having served in
the Iraq War and spent a rel-
atively short time in national
office, his leadership of such
sensitive negotiations has
drawn scrutiny. Addressing
speculation about Iran’s role
in his involvement, Vance
said, "I don’t know that. I
would be surprised if that
was true. But, you know, I
wanted to be involved be-
cause I thought I could make
a difference". Experts note the
unusual nature of his assign-
ment. As legal scholar Joel
Goldstein observed, "I don't
recall a situation where a vice
president has been sent to
negotiate a ceasefire or peace
in connection with a war the
United States was involved
with". Analysts also suggest
that Vance’s comparatively
cautious stance on foreign
intervention may make him a
more acceptable interlocutor
for Iran.

Putin declares 2-day
ceasefire on Orthodox
Easter, directs Kyiv to follow

Russia has ordered
troops to pause opera-
tions for Orthodox East-
er while staying on alert
for provocations, with
Ukraine yet to respond
despite earlier calls for
a truce amid ongoing
attacks.

''In connection with the
approaching holiday of
Orthodox Easter, a ceasefire
is declared from 1600 on
11th April to the end of the
day of 12th April," the Krem-
lin announcement said. "We
proceed on the basis that the
Ukrainian side will follow
the example of the Russian
Federation." The announce-
ment said Defence Minister
Andri Belousov had issued
an order to Russia's top com-
mander, Chief of the General
Staff Valery Gerasimov, "to
stop for this period military
action in all directions.

"Troops are to be ready to
eliminate all possible provo-
cations by the enemy as well
as any aggressive actions".

There was no immediate
reaction from Ukraine.

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy has for
more than a week proposed
an Easter ceasefire and, cit-
ing air attacks on Ukrainian
cities, said Moscow had re-
sponded with drones.

According to the calendar
of the Orthodox faith, dom-
inant in both Russia and
Ukraine, Easter falls this
year on April 12.

Trump says oil will flow
quickly, with or without Iran
amid Hormuz tensions

Trump says oil will flow
with or without Iran,
warns Tehran against

tanker fees in Hormuz,

claims victory, and
attacks critics, offering
no details as tensions
around the vital route
persist.

n a post on Truth Social,

Trump asserted that “very
quickly, you'll see Oil start
flowing, with or without the
help of Iran and, to me, it
makes no difference, either
way,” suggesting confidence in
restoring or maintaining sup-
ply flows despite uncertainty
around Tehran’s role.

The remarks come amid
heightened focus on the Strait
of Hormuz, a critical choke-
point for global oil shipments.
Rising tensions in the Middle
East have disrupted energy
markets and raised concerns
over global supply stability.
Trump, in a separate post, also
warned against reports that
Iran could impose charges on
tankers passing through the
route. Reports have indicat-
ed that Iran may seek to im-
pose transit fees on vessels
moving through the Strait of
Hormuz. However, Western
leaders have rejected the idea,
opposing any requirement
for ships to pay such charges.
Iran will require ships to pay
transit tolls in cryptocurrency
to maintain control over the
Strait of Hormuz during a two-
week ceasefire with the United
States, the Financial Times
reported, citing Hamid Hos-
seini, a spokesperson for Iran’s
QOil, Gas and Petrochemical
Products Exporters’ Union.
“There are reports that Iran is
charging fees to tankers going
through the Hormuz Strait —
They better not be and, if they
are, they better stop now!”
he wrote. Trump paired the
warning with a broader de-
fense of his Iran policy, claim-

ing a decisive outcome and
rejecting criticism from The
Wall Street Journal. “Actual-
ly, it is a Victory, and there’s

nothing ‘premature’ about
it!” he said, adding that the
newspaper would “live to eat
their words.” "They are always
quick to criticize, but never to
admit when theyre wrong,
which is most of the time," he
wrote He further declared that
“because of me, IRAN WILL
NEVER HAVE A NUCLEAR
WEAPON,” framing the cur-
rent moment as a strategic
success while signalling that
oil market stability would fol-
low. The statements did not
clarify whether the expected
oil flows would involve dip-
lomatic breakthroughs, mili-
tary deterrence, or alternative
supply arrangements. Energy
markets have remained sen-
sitive to any disruption in
Hormuz, through which a sig-
nificant share of the world’s
crude exports passes daily.
While Trump’s comments pro-
ject confidence, analysts note
that any sustained shift in oil
flows in the region would de-
pend heavily on developments
involving Iran and maritime
security in the Gulf. The Unit-
ed States and Israel launched
strikes on Iran on February
28, prompting Tehran to retal-
iate with attacks on Israel and
Gulf states hosting US bases.
The conflict has driven up oil
prices and unsettled global
markets. Strikes involving Is-
rael and Iran, along with Israe-
li attacks in Lebanon, have re-
sulted in thousands of deaths
and widespread displacement.
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Markets Recover 1% as

Financials Shine

'1'

MUMBAI, APRIL 10

Indian equity benchmarks
rebounded sharply on Friday,
April 10, 2026, with the BSE
Sensex and NSE Nifty rising
over 1% each, driven by strong
buying in banking and finan-
cial stocks amid supportive
global cues.

The  30-share  Sensex
surged 918.60 points, or
1.20%, to close at 77,550.25,
after touching an intraday
high of 77,622.50. Similarly,
the 50-share Nifty advanced
275.50 points, or 1.16%, to set-
tle at 24,050.60. Market sen-
timent improved on optimism
surrounding potential easing
of tensions in West Asia ahead
of upcoming U.S.-Iran negoti-
ations, along with softer crude
oil prices. Analysts noted that
global markets also remained
firm, lending further support
to domestic equities.

Gains were led by banking,
auto, and financial stocks.
Among Sensex constituents,
major winners included ICICI
Bank, Axis Bank, State Bank
of India, Mahindra & Mahin-
dra, Asian Paints, and Inter-

Globe Aviation.
On the flip side, IT and
pharma stocks witnessed

profit booking, with laggards

1

including Infosys, Tata Con-
sultancy Services, Tech Ma-
hindra, HCL Technologies,
and Sun Pharmaceutical In-
dustries.

Global markets mirrored
the positive trend. Key Asian
indices such as Japan’s Nikkei
225, South Korea’s Kospi, Chi-
na’s SSE Composite Index, and
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng Index
ended higher, while European
markets were also trading in
the green. U.S. markets had
closed on a positive note in the
previous session.

According to market ex-
perts, investors remained
cautiously optimistic, factor-
ing in possible geopolitical de-
velopments while maintain-
ing a bullish undertone.

Meanwhile, Brent crude
oil rose 0.5% to $96.47 per
barrel. On the institutional
front, Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) sold equities
worth 1,711.19 crore on April
9, while Domestic Institution-
al Investors (DIIs) offset some
of the outflows with purchases
worth X955.90 crore.

The sharp rebound follows
Thursday’s decline, when the
Sensex had dropped 931.25
points to 76,631.65 and the
Nifty had fallen 222.25 points
to 23,775.10.

MONEY MAT TERS

IMF to cut global growth forecast

tue to W.Asia contlict

he International

Monetary Fund

(IMF) will low-

er global growth
forecasts due to West Asia
war, its chief said on Thurs-
day (April 9, 2026), warning
of the conflict’s “scarring
effects” despite a fragile
ceasefire.

“Even in a best case, there
will be no neat and clean re-
turn to the status quo ante,”
IMF managing director
Kristalina Georgieva said.

Ms. Georgieva said that
— even in the fund’s “most
hopeful scenario” — spi-
raling energy costs, infra-
structure damage, supply
disruptions and a loss of
market confidence meant
growth would be less than
expected. The IMF also an-
ticipates having to provide
up to $50 billion in imme-
diate financial assistance
to countries affected by the
war, with food insecurity set
to affect at least 45 million
people.

“Given the spillovers
from the war, we expect
near-term demand for IMF
balance-of-payments sup-
port to rise by somewhere
between $20 billion and
$50 billion, with the lower
bound prevailing if cease-
fire holds,” Georgieva said.

The IMF chief was kick-
ing off the annual Spring
Meetings co-hosted by the
International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank
in Washington, which bring
together top economic poli-
cymakers from around the
world.

Speaking on Bloomb-
erg TV on Thursday, World
Bank President Ajay Banga
said his institution could
put up as much as $25 bil-
lion “very quickly” in fi-

nancing to developing coun-
tries affected by the war. He
said as much as $60 billion
may be made available over
the longer term, if countries
need it. The U.S.-Israel war
on Iran, launched on Feb-
ruary 28, has engulfed the
Middle East in violence,
snarled supply chains and
sent oil prices surging after
Tehran virtually blocked the
Strait of Hormuz.

Tehran and Washington
have traded accusations of
violations of the ceasefire
terms, with talks aimed at
a more durable peace slated
for Saturday.

Ms. Georgieva highlight-
ed the “asymmetric” effects
of the crisis, hitting low-in-
come energy importers
much harder than others.

“Spare a thought for the
Pacific Island nations at the
end of a long supply chain,
wondering if fuel still reach-
es them in the wake of such
a severe disruption,” she
said.

Global inflation

n Wednesday (April 8),
the World Bank said the
West Asia — which has seen

retaliatory Iranian strikes
hit countries across the Gulf
and Israeli attacks in Leb-
anon — saw “a serious and
immediate economic toll”
from the war.

Excluding Iran, overall
regional economic growth
was expected to slow to just
1.8% in 2026 — a down-
grade of 2.4 percentage
points from before the war,
the Bank said.

The IMF is also expected
to revise global headline in-
flation upwards due to the
oil price and supply chain
shocks associated with the
war.

On Wednesday the heads
of the IMF, World Bank and
World Food Programme
(WFP) met in Washington
to discuss the economic and
food security impacts of the
conflict.

“Sharp increases in oil,
gas, and fertilizer prices,
together with transport
bottlenecks, will inevitably
lead to rising food prices
and food insecurity,” said a
joint statement on the meet-
ing.

The IMF and World Bank

R

have also formed a coordi-
nation group to address the
energy market impacts of
the war. A top-level meeting
of that body will take place
on Monday.

As part of the meetings,
the IMF will release its an-
nual Fiscal Monitor report,
which is expected to flag
rising government debt as
countries tackle repeated
economic shocks.

In a new report this week,
the IMF detailed the eco-
nomic costs of war, estimat-
ing that output in countries
where fighting takes place
drops by three percent at
the outset, “and continues
falling for years.”

An earlier report on the
Iran war said “all roads lead
to higher prices and slow-
er growth,” and highlight-
ed the impact of a severely
disrupted fertilizer supply
chain on food security.

“Low-income  countries
are especially at risk of food
insecurity; some may need
more external support --
even as such assistance has
been declining,” the report
said.
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BMW India Accelerates to Record

Q1 with EV Boom

Gurugram:BMW Group
India has reported its high-
est-ever first-quarter sales,
delivering 4,567 cars in Q1
2026, marking a 17% year-
on-year growth despite chal-
lenging market conditions.

The company main-
tained steady momentum
throughout the quarter,
with each month register-
ing record-breaking sales.
According to Hardeep Singh
Brar, President and CEOQ, the
strong performance reflects
growing customer confi-
dence and the brand’s ex-
panding product portfolio.

BMW Group India also
retained its leadership in
the luxury electric vehicle
segment, selling 1,185 EVs
across BMW and MINI

Convertible, and Country-
man models.

Meanwhile, BMW Motor-
rad sold 1,216 motorcycles
during the quarter, with key
models such as the G 310 RR
and S 1000 RR contributing
significantly to demand.

Looking ahead, BMW
Group India plans an ag-
gressive product rollout in
2026, with 27 new launches
across its brands, includ-
ing new-generation models,
facelifts, and limited edi-
tions. Four products have
already been introduced in
Q1, with more expected in
the coming months.

The company is also ex-
panding its retail footprint
under its Retail. NEXT ini-
tiative, aiming to enhance

brands—a sharp 83% in-
crease over the same period
last year. Electric vehicles
now account for 26% of the
company’s total sales, with
a dominant market share of
over 70% in India’s luxury
EV segment.

The company’s long
wheelbase models contin-
ued to see robust demand,
contributing over half of to-
tal sales with a 23% growth,
while Sports Activity Vehi-
cles (SAVs) surged 38% to
account for 65% of overall
sales. MINT recorded strong
growth as well, delivering
213 units in Q1, up 42%
year-on-year, driven by ris-
ing demand for its Hatch,

customer experience with
modernized showrooms. It
currently operates 97 touch-
points across 40 cities and
plans to add 19 more outlets
in 2026.

In addition, BMW Group
India continues to strength-
en customer engagement
through curated events and
ownership experiences,
alongside expanding its EV
ecosystem, which now in-
cludes access to over 6,000
charging points nationwide.

With strong sales momen-
tum, a growing EV portfolio,
and an ambitious product
strategy, BMW Group In-
dia is poised for continued
growth in 2026.

KIKO Milano Expands India
Footprint with New Hyderabad Store

HYDERABAD, APRIL 10

KIKO Milano has strength-

ened its presence in India
with the launch of a new store
at Lake Shore Y Junction in
Hyderabad, marking anoth-
er step in its rapid expansion
across key markets.

Backed by Reliance Re-
tail Ventures Ltd, the Italian
beauty brand has been stead-
ily growing its footprint in the
country. The Hyderabad out-
let follows its entry into South
India through Kochi and adds
to its presence in cities such
as Delhi, Mumbai, Pune and
Lucknow.

The newly opened store is
designed as an interactive

tailored to Indian skin tones
and preferences, allowing
shoppers to explore and ex-
periment with trend-driven

beauty space, offering cus-
tomers an immersive, discov-
ery-led retail experience. It
features a wide product range

makeup formulations.

Among the highlights are
some of the brand’s global
bestsellers, including the 3D
Hydra Lipgloss, Unlimited
Double Touch Lipstick, Maxi
Mod Mascara and the Scent
of Milan fragrance collection.

The launch also reinforces
KIKO Milano’s omni-channel
strategy in India, with prod-
ucts available through select
Tira outlets and its online
platform.

With this expansion, KIKO
Milano aims to tap into India’s
growing demand for premium
beauty products while deliver-
ing globally inspired innova-
tions through enhanced retail
experiences.

Olectra Greentech Unueils New Brand Identity,
Adopts Tagline “Transforming Everyday”

A Olecira

HYDERABAD, APRIL 10

Olectra Greentech Limited
on Thursday announced a re-
freshed brand identity as part
of its strategic transformation
from an electric bus manu-
facturer into an integrated
mobility and energy solutions
provider.

The new identity reflects the
company’s long-term vision
of leading the global transi-
tion toward sustainable, val-
ue-driven mobility. Alongside
the rebranding, the company
has introduced a new tag-
line—“Transforming  Every-
day”—signalling its focus on
enhancing everyday mobility,

empowering communities,
and strengthening its ecosys-
tem partnerships.

The updated brand frame-
work is built on three core
pillars: Pragmatic Futurism,
Accessible Innovation, and
Trusted Guide. These princi-
ples are intended to guide the
company’s approach to prod-
uct development and market
engagement, with an emphasis
on scalable and real-world ap-
plicable innovation.

The visual identity has also
been reinterpreted, featuring
the “Olectra Prism,” repre-
senting structural integrity
and direction, and the “Olec-
tra Universe,” symbolising the
broader ecosystem of stake-
holders, cities, and infrastruc-
ture the company serves.

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Mahesh Babu said
the rebranding goes beyond
avisual change and aligns the
company’s strategy, mindset,

and future direction.

He added that the com-
pany is transitioning from a
pioneering electric bus man-
ufacturer to a future-ready
organisation delivering inte-
grated mobility and energy
solutions, while maintaining
a strong focus on sustainabil-
ity and innovation.

The company noted that
with strong manufacturing
capabilities, an expanding
order pipeline from govern-
ment contracts, and a growing
portfolio that includes electric
buses, trucks, and tippers, it
is well-positioned for its next
phase of growth in the electric
mobility sector.

Vantara Launches Globhal Wildlife University

Envisioned as a modern day Gurukul and purpose-led university, the varsity
aims to position India as a global hub for wildlife and veterinary education

JAMNAGAR 10 APRIL

ntara, the global wildlife

conservation  organisation

founded by Reliance In-

dustries Executive Director

Anant Ambani, has announced the launch

of Vantara University in Jamnagar, Guja-

rat. It is the world’s first integrated global

university dedicated to wildlife conserva-
tion and veterinary sciences.

Vantara University is rooted in animal
welfare, scientific advancement, and the
future of wildlife conservation. The insti-
tution aims to develop future leaders in
veterinary medicine, conservation, and
wildlife care. Its curriculum will utilise
India’s enduring knowledge traditions
to shape a purpose-led and future-facing
model of education.

“The future of conservation will de-
pend on how we prepare minds and in-
stitutions to serve life with compassion,
knowledge, and skill. Vantara Universi-
ty is shaped by a deeply personal jour-
ney of witnessing animals in distress
and recognising the need for greater
capability in their care. Inspired by the

ethos of the ancient Nalanda University,
and the spirit of A no bhadra kratavo
yantu vi§vata, which means let noble
thoughts come to us from all directions,
the university seeks to nurture a new
generation committed to protecting
every life,” Anant Ambani said.

Reflecting this ethos in the ceremoni-
al setting, two Bijoliya sandstones were
incorporated into the design of the foun-
dation venue. Drawn from the ancient
Vindhyan formation, the same geological
foundation associated with ancient Na-
landa in present day Bihar, these stones
symbolised India’s enduring legacy of
knowledge and learning.

The foundation ceremony, conduct-
ed in accordance with Hindu traditions,
brought together representatives from
academia, science, conservation, and
public life, including Anant Ambani’s
teachers and mentors. A central element
of the event was the ritual placement of
soil, water, and stones as a symbolic act
of laying the foundation, with these ele-
ments collected from biodiversity-rich
landscapes across India, spanning grass-
lands, forests, wetlands, arid ecosystems,

and Himalayan and other high-altitude
habitats across the northern, southern,
eastern, western, and central parts of the
country, symbolising India’s ecological
richness and the vision of building the
university on the foundation of the na-

tion’s natural heritage.

Vantara University will unite diverse
disciplines within a single academic
ecosystem, rooted in real-world conser-
vation practices. Drawing on Vantara’s
on-ground expertise, the university will

translate field knowledge into academic
programmes, professional training, and
globally relevant frameworks. By mixing
compassion, science, and conservation, it
will mould professionals to address com-
plex and evolving challenges in wildlife
and ecosystem health.

The university will offer undergradu-
ate, postgraduate, fellowship, and spe-
cialised programmes across disciplines.
These include wildlife medicine and
surgery, nutrition, behavioural scienc-
es, genetics, epidemiology, One Health,
conservation policy, and naturalis-
tic animal care environment design.
Organised into specialised colleges
aligned with Vantara’s operational ca-
pabilities, the university will also offer
scholarships to support students from
socially and economically marginalised
backgrounds.

Vantara University will be supported
by advanced academic and clinical infra-
structure, international collaborations,
and a residential campus. It will focus on
action-oriented research to strengthen
animal welfare and advanced conserva-
tion practice. The educational model will

integrate in situ and ex situ conservation,
linking natural habitats with scientific
care and long-term wildlife welfare and
management.

Recognising that the future of con-
servation will be built in classrooms,
laboratories, and human conscience, as
well as in forests, the university aims to
advance wildlife veterinary sciences and
conservation education. It will simulta-
neously develop knowledge resources in
wildlife health, animal care environment
design, and conservation, serving as a
long-term platform for education, re-
search, and innovation. The foundation
ceremony marked the start of a broader
national effort to advance compassionate
conservation education. This included
the announcement of ‘Vantara University
Founding Fellows’ and ‘Every Life Mat-
ters’ scholarships, alongside a call to use
knowledge not only for progress, but for
protection. In its stated vision, Vantara
University is positioned as more than an
academic platform. It reflects the view
that the wild requires not only admira-
tion, but also knowledge, systems, and
trained hands.
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Hyderabad real estate: Housing

prices jump 81

% since 2019,

even as home sizes shrink

yderabad housing prices jump 81% since 2019 as
sizes shrink; premium homes dominate supply,
pushing buyers to resale and emerging corri-
dors for affordability

Hyderabad’s housing market has surged sharply over the
past six years, with average home prices rising 81% between
2019 and 2025 to 8,326 per sq ft, according to NoBroker.
This makes it the second-fastest growing market after Gur-
ugram, which topped the list with an 85% increase. As new
launches become increasingly expensive, the report notes
that buyers are shifting toward the resale segment, which
continues to offer relatively affordable options and a broad-
er price range.

Hyderabad home prices rose 81% since 2019 to 8,326
per sq ft, second only to Gurugram’s 85% surge, according
to NoBroker. (Picture for representational purposes only)
(Pexels )

Hyderabad home prices rose 81% since 2019 to ¥8,326
per sq ft, second only to Gurugram’s 85% surge, according
to NoBroker. (Picture for representational purposes only)
(Pexels )

However, even as prices surged, home sizes have shrunk.
In Hyderabad, the average apartment size declined by about
4%, from 1,068 sq ft to 1,025 sq ft, reflecting a ‘shrinkfla-
tion’ across major cities.

The sharp price rise has impacted affordability, with
nearly 84% of homebuyers in Hyderabad feeling priced out
of the sub- X1 crore segment, the report noted.

“This is largely due to a structural shift in supply. De-
velopers are increasingly focusing on premium and luxury
housing, driven by higher margins and rising land costs. As
a result, supply in the affordable and mid-income segments
has shrunk, even as demand in these categories continues
to rise,” the report said.

“Demand remains strongest in the entry-level segment
even as new supply is migrating up the price curve,” the re-
port said, highlighting a widening mismatch between what
buyers want and what is being built.

Demand shifts to resale, key
micro-markets gain traction

With new launches becoming increasingly expensive,
NoBroker said that buyers are turning to the resale market,
which continues to offer relatively affordable options and a
wider price mix. The resale segment has maintained a more
balanced distribution across price categories, catering to
first-time buyers and mid-income households.

Within the city, areas such as Kukatpally, Miyapur,
Kondapur, Manikonda, and Kokapet have emerged as de-
mand hotspots, driven by a mix of infrastructure upgrades,
metro connectivity, and proximity to employment hubs.

Interestingly, Hyderabad also stands out for its unique buy-
er preference trends. Unlike other cities, standalone prop-
erties command higher per-square-foot prices than gated
communities in some areas, indicating that buyers prior-
itise location and connectivity over amenities, NoBroker
said.

The Western corridor leads the housing real es-
tate segment

NoBroker said that the western corridor, anchored by
the Financial District, accounted for about 25% of new sup-
ply, reinforcing its position as the city’s premium housing
hub. Areas such as Tellapur, Kokapet, Neopolis, Narsingi
and Rajendra Nagar are witnessing over 20% year-on-year
growth, as development spills over from saturated IT mi-
cro-markets like Madhapur, Kondapur and Gachibowli.
With limited land availability in core hubs, both developers
and buyers are shifting toward these western extensions,
where larger land parcels and luxury-led projects are driv-
ing the next phase of growth. The premiumisation trend
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here is comparable to the trajectory seen in Jubilee Hills
and Banjara Hills a decade ago.

“South Hyderabad, led by the airport corridor, has
emerged as the largest contributor, accounting for 33% of
total launches. Positioned as an extension of the Financial
District, this zone is attracting IT professionals seeking
affordable, mid-range housing. Its growth is driven by im-
proved connectivity via the Outer Ring Road and proximity
to employment hubs, making it a preferred destination for
both end-users and investors targeting medium-term ap-
preciation,” the report said.

In contrast, East Hyderabad, covering Uppal and LB Na-
gar, continues to anchor the budget housing segment, con-
tributing 13% of new supply. However, growth is expected
to moderate to 3% in 2025 as the market absorbs the sig-
nificant supply added over the past few years. Strong metro
connectivity remains a key demand driver, enabling a pre-
dictable commute to IT hubs despite longer road distances,
thereby sustaining interest from budget and mid-income
buyers, NoBroker said.
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Beyond the ORR: The RRR Ripple Effect
Sparks a Telangana Realty Gold Rush

eal estate activity in Telangana is

no longer limited to Hyderabad

or areas around the Outer Ring

oad (ORR). Tier-2 and tier-3

cities are now witnessing a sharp surge in
housing demand, signalling a shift in the
state's property landscape.According to
data from the Telangana Real Estate Regu-
latory Authority (TG RERA), nearly 1,000
residential projects are currently underway
across districts. Warangal, often referred to
as Telangana's second capital, is at the fore-
front with around 350 projects, the highest
among non-metro regions.Property prices
in Warangal have seen a steep rise. A 2BHK
now costs between Rs 50 lakh and Rs 60
lakh, while 3BHK units range from Rs 80
lakh to Rs 1.2 crore. Given the demand, de-
velopers have also launched five gated com-
munities with over 500 units each, priced
between Rs 5,000 and Rs 6,000 per sq ft.If
that's not all, villa projects have also gained
traction, with premium units being sold
for Rs 2 crore to Rs 4 crore. Land prices,
too, have surged, ranging from Rs 1 lakh
to Rs 2 lakh per sq yd in several areas like

nagar, Khammam and Nizamabad, where
both plotted developments and apartment
projects are expanding rapidly.In Karim-
nagar, housing units are priced between Rs
45 lakh and Rs 75 lakh, with average rates
hovering around Rs 4,000 to Rs 4,500 per
sq ft. Developers say the city's status as a
smart city, its location along the Hyderabad
highway and growth in commercial activity
have contributed to the real estate upswing.
TG RERA data indicates a preference for
plotted developments, reflecting a cultur-
al inclination towards land ownership and
independent housing in smaller cities. Of-
ficials note that rising project registrations
in districts like Adilabad, Mahabubabad
and Suryapet point to increasing regula-
tory awareness and transparency beyond
Hyderabad, with more developers coming
under the RERA framework.Decentralised
growth patternDevelopers say the boom
in smaller cities is being driven by local
economic growth, improving civic infra-
structure and rising aspirations for quality
housing. Additionally, many professionals
working in Hyderabad or abroad are invest-

Balasamudram, Subedhari, Hunter Road
and 100 feet road in Hanumakonda, a level
once associated primarily with parts of Hy-
derabad.Demand driven by IT employees,
NRIs"Despite supply outpacing demand,
a trend similar to Hyderabad -- Warangal
and Hanumakonda continue to see steady
buyer interest. Around 30% of buyers are IT
professionals working in Hyderabad, while
20% are NRIs, with the remaining com-

prising local businessmen and residents
upgrading their homes. This demand for
improved infrastructure, strong rail con-
nectivity, proximity to national highways,
the Outer Ring Road and plans for an air-
port, all of which are boosting the city's real
estate appeal,” said N Amarender Reddy,
president, CREDAI Warangal.In fact, a
prospective homebuyer in Hanumakon-
da was in for a surprise when she realised

that finding a 2BHK within Rs 50 lakh is
no longer feasible. "After visiting multiple
residential projects hoping to secure a flat
in the Rs 40 lakh range, I found that pric-
es had moved well beyond her budget, with
even basic 2BHK units now starting at Rs
50 lakh or more," said N Alekhya, an IT pro-
fessional in Hyderabad who wants to buy a
flat for her parents.Growth spreads to other
citiesA similar trend is visible in Karim-

ing in homes in their native towns."Tier-3
cities such as Mancherial, Siddipet, Kam-
areddy and Bhuvanagiri are also witnessing
increased housing activity. With urbanisa-
tion spreading beyond the capital, Telanga-
na's real estate sector is gradually becoming
more decentralised, reducing Hyderabad's
long-standing dominance in the housing
market," said E Prem Sagar Reddy, chair-
man, CREDAI Telangana.
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Al in Real
Estate: Python
Conference held
in Hyderabad

SBL, a tech-first real estate company, was a platinum sponsor
at the Python Conference Hyderabad 2026. The event was held
on March 14 and 15, 2026, at the Engineering Staff College of
ndia, Hyderabad. It brought together developers, engineers,
and technology professionals from across the country. At the conference,
Abhijith Reddy, CTO of ASBL, explained how technology in real estate is
solving real challenges across construction, sales, and resident living. He
highlighted that the industry still struggles with basic but critical prob-
lems in construction, such as maintaining budget discipline, managing
material and labour payments, detecting delays early, and ensuring con-
sistent quality. ASBL is addressing these challenges using advanced prop
tech solutions. The company has developed a digital twin system along
with mobile apps and planning tools. In simple terms, every building is
mapped digitally, and each task is clearly assigned. Teams know what
work needs to be done, where it should happen, and in what order. Once
a task is completed, proof is uploaded and verified before moving for-
ward. This approach improves control, increases accountability, detects
delays faster, and strengthens quality checks. The same approach is ap-
plied to sales. Abhijith Reddy explained that the focus is on identifying
the right customers, understanding buyer needs, automating outreach,
and simplifying financing. By using structured data, automation, and
Al in real estate, ASBL is making the sales process more efficient and
responsive. This also creates a smoother experience for both customers
and sales teams. He also spoke about life after handover, where many
real estate processes remain manual. In gated communities, there are
multiple moving parts such as residents, staff, visitors, service requests,
and amenities. Managing all of this can be complex without the right
systems in place. ASBL addresses this through Homes by ASBL, its ded-
icated resident management app. The app allows residents to manage
daily activities in one place. From booking amenities to raising service
requests and receiving updates, everything is handled digitally, making
daily living simpler and more organized. ASBL has also digitized the
entire home-buying journey. Documentation workflows, approvals, and
customer communication are handled through technology. This reduces
the need for physical visits and makes the process easier, especially for
NRIs purchasing homes from abroad.

By leveraging AI, they automate repetitive tasks, speed up devel-
opment, and reduce errors, which allows them to focus on solving re-
al-world real estate challenges. In a month alone, they used 3.8 billion
tokens, a testament to how cursor usage drives innovation and efficiency
across all the processes. ASBL believes it is not a real estate company do-
ing tech, but a tech company doing real estate. By supporting the Python
community and showcasing the use of Al in real estate and prop tech,
ASBL reinforced its vision of building better homes and better customer
experiences through technology.

'Westend Greens’ case:
Tribunal dismisses Gountryside
Realtors appeal; bars it from
selling units

ismissing the Countryside Realtors appeal, the Telangana

Real Estate Appellate Tribunal has upheld stringent action

against the developer for violations in its “Westend Greens’

villa project at Mokila in Rangareddy district. The appeal was
filed by Countryside Realtors India Pvt. Ltd., represented by its directors
Masood Ul Hasan and Kavi Narasimhan, along with Saurabh Pandey
(Manager), and argued by legal counsel Drupad Sangwan. The respond-
ents — Tumpi Shome, Sailaja Nukala, Tarun Dhar, Sandeep Josyula and
Monika Singh — were represented by legal counsel Arcot Chandra Shak-
er, founder of Chandra Associates. A bench led by Justice A. Santhosh
Reddy affirmed the July 17, 2025 order of the Telangana State Real Es-
tate Regulatory Authority (TGRERA), ruling that the developer’s appeal
lacked merit. The Tribunal made it clear that the complaint filed by villa
owners was maintainable and within the jurisdiction of the Authority.
The Tribunal upheld the penalty of ¥38.59 lakh imposed on the devel-
oper for violating provisions of the Real Estate (Regulation and Devel-
opment) Act, 2016.

It also reiterated to obtain all necessary approvals from HMDA. Regis-
ter the project under RERA before any sale or marketing, refund buyers
with compensation if approvals are not secured and refrain from adver-
tising or selling units until compliance. Rejecting the developer’s claim
that the project predates RERA, the Tribunal ruled that the absence of
a completion or occupancy certificate makes it an “ongoing project.” It
cited legal principles that RERA applies retrospectively to such projects
to protect buyers’ interests. The Tribunal found multiple violations, in-
cluding expiry of HMDA layout approval in 2017 without revalidation.
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IPL 2026: Sooryavanshi the

hero again as Rajasthan

thrash RGB hy six wickets

GUWAHATI

An opening blitz of 78 off 26 balls by
batting sensation Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi and a steady knock of 81 off 43 de-
liveries by wicketkeeper-batter Dhruv
Jurel helped Rajasthan Royals beat
Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB)
by six wickets in Match 16 of the Indi-
an Premier League (IPL) 2026, at the
Baraspara Cricket Stadium in Guwaha-
ti on Friday.

Sooryavanshi led a powerful assault
on the bowling to kick off Rajasthan
Royals’ chase, easily dismantling RCB’s
bowling with bold shots. He started
strongly against Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
driving a near yorker for four and end-
ing the over with a high shot over cov-
er-point. There was no slowing down
as he attacked Hazlewood, hitting a
series of boundaries that showed his
goal to target anything in his range.
Even when RCB changed their lengths,
Sooryavanshi continued to find ways to
score, hitting with impressive skill.

At the other end of the wicket, Yash-
asvi Jaiswal (13) offered some support
before edging a cross-seam delivery,
but it hardly affected RR’s momentum.
Sooryavanshi quickly reached a re-

markable 15-ball half-century, match-
ing his previous record. He got there
with back-to-back sixes—one a power-
ful hit over long-on and the other a top-
edge pull that went over the boundary.
His ability to dominate both fast and
bouncing deliveries left RCB searching
for answers.

The onslaught continued as Dhruv
Jurel joined in, hitting boundaries
with ease and keeping up the pressure.
RR raced to a record 97/1 in the Pow-
er-play, their best in IPL history, with
Abhinandan Singh’s overs turning out
to be particularly costly. They main-
tained this momentum into the middle
overs, crossing 100 in just 6.2 overs, the
fastest in their IPL history.

Krunl Pandya ended Sooryavan-
shi’s stay with a pace-up delivery as
the young left-handed batter hand-
ed it straight to Virat Kohli in deep
mid-wicket after playing a handy knock
of 78 off 26 deliveries. Shimron Hetmy-
er followed Sooryavanshi on the very
next delivery, handing an easy catch to
Hazlewood at short third man.

Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) had a dramatic start as Jof-
ra Archer dismissed Phil Salt with a
sharp bouncer on the very first ball.

Virat Kohli and Devdutt Padikkal coun-
tered well, putting together a quick 45-
run partnership in just 17 balls, but
Rajasthan responded strongly. Archer
removed Padikkal, while Ravi Bish-
noi changed the game with two quick
wickets, bowling Kohli and getting
Krunal Pandya out. Sharp fielding from
Shimron Hetmyer made things worse
for RCB. Jitesh Sharma also got out
shortly after, leaving RCB struggling
at 76/5 in 8.4 overs.

Romario Shepherd offered a brief
counterattack, scoring a rapid 22 be-
fore being dismissed by Ravindra
Jadeja. Debutant Venkatesh Iyer then
partnered with Rajat Patidar, shifting
the momentum. Patidar went from a
cautious start to a fast half-century,
marked by several sixes. However, he
ultimately fell to Sandeep Sharma. A
late effort from Bhuvneshwar Kumar
and Iyer (29 off 15) helped RCB reach
a good total of 201/8 in their 20-over
quota.

RCB made a short comeback in the
middle overs. They strung together a
series of tight deliveries that included
wickets and dot balls, which slowed
down the Rajasthan Royals' momen-
tum and built pressure. Krunal Pan-

dya led the effort well by preventing
boundaries and reducing the asking
rate to about seven runs per over. He
even ended a 24-ball boundary drought
before Ravindra Jadeja broke the spell
with a lucky inside edge to fine leg.

However, Dhruv Jurel stayed calm
during the slowdown. He anchored
the chase with a well-timed knock and
reached his half-century in 25 balls.
With wickets in hand and Jurel doing
well, RR remained on track despite
RCB's determined fightback.

Jurel finished unbeaten on a superb
81 off 43 balls - his highest score in
T20s -- as Rajasthan Royals chased
down 202 with two overs to spare. De-
spite a brief wobble in the middle overs,
Jurel and Ravindra Jadeja steadied the
innings with a composed 68-run stand
off 50 balls, ensuring there were no late
alarms as RR sealed a comfortable win.

Brief scores

Royal Challengers Bengaluru 201/8 in
20 overs (Rajat Patidar 63, Virat Kohli
32; Ravi Bishnoi 2-32, Jofra Archer
2-33) lost to Rajasthan Royals 202/4
in 18 overs (Dhruv Jurel 81, Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi 78; Krunal Pandya 2-40,
Josh Hazlewood 2-44) by six wickets

|

India drop just one game in dominant
win vs Mongolia; South Korea-
[ndonesia clash in battle of top two

NEW DELHI

Team India dropped only one
game collectively as they re-
turned to winning ways re-
soundingly with a 3-0 win
against Mongolia in the Billie
Jean King Cup at the Delhi
Lawn Tennis Authority Com-
plex on Friday. Hosting the
Group I - Asia/Oceania fix-
tures, India have lost two and
won two of their matches so far
and will conclude their cam-
paign against the Korea Re-
public on Saturday.

With Zeel Desai replacing
Vaishnavi Adkar for the first
singles rubber, Team India
served bagels all around on
matchday 4, Desai and Sahaja
Yamalapalli both winning by
identical 6-0, 6-0 scorelines.
Adkar instead partnered Ru-
tuja Bhosale in the doubles,
which the pair won 6-1, 6-0 to
complete the rout.

In the first-ever meeting be-
tween the two nations, Desai set
the tone with a clinical perfor-
mance, dismantling Anu-Vjin
Gantor 6-0, 6-0 in just 37 min-
utes, barely giving her opponent
alook in as she dominated from
the baseline and controlled pro-
ceedings throughout. Yamalapa-
1li followed with an equally com-

manding display, overwhelming
Jargal Altansarnai 6-0, 6-0.
India’s dominance extended
into the doubles, where Adkar
and Bhosale completed the rout
with a 6-1, 6-0 win over Khon-
gorzul Aldarkhishig and Jargal
Altansarnai. The Indian pair
combined seamlessly, asserting
control early and never allowing
their opponents to settle, cap-
ping off a near-flawless outing
for the hosts.

Elsewhere, the Republic
of Korea faced Indonesia in
a clash between the top two
sides, with the head-to-head
evenly poised at 5-5. Korea
took the early lead as Dayeon
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Back continued her unbeaten
run in the competition, edging
Priska Madelyn Nugroho 7-5,
3-6, 6-2, with the remaining
matches yet to be played.

Thailand, meanwhile, were
on course for victory against
New Zealand, leading 1-o0 at
the time of writing despite
trailing 3-5 in their head-to-
head. Anchisa Chanta put
them ahead with a 6-2, 6-3 win
over Aishi Das. In the second
singles, Patcharin Cheapchan-
dej and Valentina Ivanov were
locked in a decider, with the
Thai player leading 6-2, 3-6,
4-0 after securing two breaks
of serve.

IPL 2026: Confidence is high, and I am happy
with how things are going, says Natarajan

CHENNAI

Delhi Capitals (DC) left-arm
fast bowler T. Natarajan stat-
ed that a rigorous six-month
training regime has helped
him regain bowling rhythm
and ability to bowl high-ve-
locity yorkers, adding that his
confidence is at a high and he
is pleased with how things
have been going now. in the
Indian Premier League (IPL)
2026. Natarajan, who has been
plagued by injuries in the last
few years, has picked four wick-
ets in three games in the Indi-
an Premier League (IPL) 2026
at an economy rate of 7.9. "Last
year, I had a collarbone injury,
and it was a difficult phase for
me. The team management,

support staff, and coaches kept
motivating me throughout and
guided me on the kind of train-
ing I needed to do. “I attended
multiple camps in Delhi, Surat,
Hyderabad, and Dubai, and all
of that helped me gain rhythm
and confidence again. Coming

back after injury is never easy,
both mentally and physically.
Every time I was doing well,
unfortunately, an injury came
in the way. “For the last six to
seven months, I have worked
extremely hard on my fitness
and bowling.

ISL 20252

6: FC Goa

capitalise on

"

second-half chances to down Odisha

MARGAO

Second-half goals by Dejan
Drazi¢, Pol Moreno, and Brison
Fernandes helped FC Goa se-
cure a 3-1 victory over Odisha
FC, who found a late consola-
tion through Suhair VP, in Indi-
an Super League (ISL) 2025-26
at the PJN Stadium in Margao,
Goa, on Friday.

The Gaurs returned to win-
ning ways after a run of draws
and a defeat, climbing to fifth
in the standings with 13 points,
while Odisha FC slipped to 12th
with five points. Ayush Chhetri
was adjudged the Player of the
Match for his composed display
in midfield.

FC Goa head coach Manolo
Marquez made four changes to
his starting XI, handing a debut
to 21-year-old goalkeeper Bob
Jackson Raj, while Mohammed
Yasir, Harsh Shailesh Patre, and
Ayush Chhetri were introduced
into midfield. Odisha FC head
coach T.G. Purushothaman
named an unchanged side for
the third consecutive match.

The opening half was a mea-
sured contest, with both sides
enjoying spells of possession

but struggling to create clear-
cut chances. Rahul KP was the
most lively presence for The
Juggernauts, testing the Goa
defence with two early efforts,
while the hosts found them-
selves caught offside on multi-
ple occasions as they attempted
to build attacks. Odisha contin-
ued to threaten from a distance,
with Rahul forcing a save from
debutant goalkeeper Bob Jack-
son, who showed composure
between the posts. At the other
end, Udanta Singh came close
after a sharp run into the box,
but Amrinder Singh stood firm
to deny the winger at the near
post.

Set-pieces proved to be a po-
tential avenue for both sides,
with Pol Moreno heading
straight at the goalkeeper and
Subham Bhattacharya missing
narrowly, but neither side was
able to break the deadlock as the
first half ended 0-0. The tempo
increased after the restart, with
Odisha coming close to taking
the lead around the hour mark.
Rahim Ali’s intelligent run cre-
ated space for Isak Vanlalruat-
fela, but the forward’s effort was
well saved by Bob Jackson, who

produced a crucial intervention
to keep the scores level.

FC Goaresponded almost im-
mediately and broke the dead-
lock in the 62nd minute with a
well-worked move. Ayush Chhe-
tri delivered a precise ball over
the top of the Odisha defence
to find Dejan Drazi¢ inside the
box. A sliding challenge from
Carlos Delgado deflected the
ball back into Drazi¢’s path, and
the forward showed quick reac-
tions to calmly slot the ball past
Amrinder and give the hosts a
1-0 lead.

With momentum on their
side, Goa continued to push for-
ward. Substitute Abdul Rabeeh
injected energy into the attack,
setting up Aakash Sangwan
soon after, though his effort
was saved. Rabeeh also tried
his luck from a distance but
failed to hit the target. The hosts
doubled their advantage in the
81st minute through a set-piece.
Pol Moreno stepped up to take
a free-kick from distance and
struck a low effort through the
wall, the ball taking a couple
of bounces before nestling into
the bottom-left corner, making
it 2-0.

ISL 2025-26: Joseph
Sunny’s brace
powers SC Delhi past
NorthEast United

GUWAHATT: A clinical sec-
ond-half display led by Joseph
Sunny helped SC Delhi secure
a commanding 3-0 victory
over NorthEast United FC in
Indian Super League (ISL)
2025-26 at the Indira Gandhi
Athletic Stadium in Guwahati
on Friday. The win marks SC
Delhi’s second consecutive
victory of the season, lifting
them to eighth in the stand-
ings with eight points, while
NorthEast United FC slip to
tenth with six points. Joseph
Sunny was adjudged Player of
the Match for his decisive brace.
NorthEast United FC head
coach Juan Pedro Benali made
two changes to his side, bring-
ing back captain Miguel Zaba-
co in defence and introducing
Ankith P in attack. SC Delhi,
under assistant coach Noel Jo-
seph in the absence of suspend-
ed head coach Tomasz Tchorz.

Football: India women’s team set sights

NEW DELHI

Around 32 days after their AFC Wom-
en's Asian Cup campaign drew to a
painful end, the Indian women's nation-
al team will begin a new chapter with
renewed vigour at the FIFA Series 2026
Kenya. The Blue Tigresses will face the
hosts in their opening game at the Nyayo
National Stadium in Nairobi, Kenya, on
Saturday. The disappointment of miss-

ing out on the knockout stage hasn't ful-
ly buried yet for the players, but they are
well aware that the end of one chapter is
the beginning of the next, and that's the
main motivation ahead of the four-team
friendly tournament.

Crispin Chettri, who is once again at
the helm of affairs as the head coach of
the Blue Tigresses, stressed, "The idea
is to start building for the future al-
ready. For the next AFC Women’s Asian

on FIFA Series with one eye on the future

Cup 2029 qualifiers and the 2031 World
Cup qualifiers. We have to begin now."

Chettri led India to qualification for
the Asian Cup last year and was an as-
sistant to Amelia Valverde during the
final tournament. “I think the expecta-
tion from everyone was that we should
at least reach the quarter-finals from
the group stage. Even the players had
that expectation, so I think they are a
little low at the moment," said Chettri.

India arrived in Nairobi on April 7,
and have had two training sessions so
far, with another to go on Friday before
the game against the hosts. "Mentally,
the players are much more prepared
now. When they take to the training
pitch, they are only focused on prepar-
ing for the next game," Chettri added.

The conditions have also aided the
team’s early preparations. “Yes, the
training conditions are good. The
weather is really pleasant, around 26
to 27 degrees. It is very good weather to
train in,” said Chettri, reflecting on the
first two sessions in Kenya.

SUB JUNIOR MEN N~
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RAJGIR

Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh
registered wins in their respective
Division ‘A’ matches in the semifinals

of the 16th Hockey India Sub Junior
Men National Championship 2026 at
the Rajgir Sports Complex in Rajgir,

Bihar, on Friday.

In the first semifinal, Hockey

Madhya Pradesh secured a 4-2 win
against Dadra & Nagar Haveli and
Daman & Diu Hockey. Deepak Singh
(29"), Karan Gautam (43"), Gazee
Khan (47°), and Siddharth Ben (51)
scored for the winners, while Captain
Dhiraj Pal (36") and Apurwa Chauhan
(54) netted for Dadra & Nagar Haveli
and Daman & Diu Hockey.

In the second semifinal, Uttar
Pradesh Hockey registered a 6-2
victory against Hockey Punjab.
Shahrukh Ali (11, 32°) and Nitish
Yadav (26, 29’) bagged a brace each,
with Captain Ketan Kushwaha (42)
and Rahul Yadav (42) also finding
the back of the net for Uttar Pradesh
Hockey. For Hockey Punjab, Ali Raz-
zaq (39) and Rajveer Singh (43)
scored a goal each.

Hockey Madhya Pradesh will take
on Uttar Pradesh Hockey in the final,
while Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Da-

man & Diu and Punjab will face each
other in the 3rd/4th Place match on
Sunday. Earlier, Day 8 of the 16th
Hockey India Sub Junior Men Na-
tional Championship 2026 in Raj-
gir, Bihar, witnessed Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu Hockey,
Hockey Punjab, Uttar Pradesh Hock-
ey, and Hockey Madhya Pradesh reg-
ister wins in their respective Division
‘A’ quarter-final matches at the Rajgir
Sports Complex in Rajgir, Bihar, on
Thursday. Dadra & Nagar Haveli and
Daman & Diu Hockey clinched a 2-1
victory against Hockey Chandigarh;
Hockey Punjab secured a 5-3 win
against Hockey Jharkhand; Uttar
Pradesh Hockey register a 6-3 win
against Hockey Association of Odi-
sha while Hockey Madhya Pradesh
and Hockey Haryana played out a
0-0 draw before the former clinched

a 4-3 win in the shootout.
] |
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Dacoit Movie Review

Cast: Adivi Sesh, Mrunal Thakur, Anurag Kashyap,
Prakash Raj, Kamakshi Bhaskarla, Zain Marie Khan,
Sunil, and others.

Music: Bheems Ceciroleo

Cinematography: Dhanush Bhaskar

Producer: Supriya Yarlagadda Story &

Screenplay: Adivi Sesh, Shaneel Deo

Direction: Shaneel Deo
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Minor Fire
Accident Reported on
the Sets of Sandeep
\ Reddy Vanga’s Spirit

BOX—OFFICE®
Dacoit, an okayish thriller!

12

Some films build hype over the director, some over the hero, and
some due to the production house carving it.

rom Kshanm to HIT 2, Adivi
Sesh always impressed with
properly crafted thrillers, and
that sets huge expectations on
“Dacoit” too. The film has hit cinemas to-
day, and have a look at how it impressed.
STORY: Hari Das (Adivi Sesh) hails from
a lower caste family in Rayalaseema’s Hin-
dupur area, and falls in love with an upper
caste family’s Saraswati (Mrunal Thakur).
Due to some reasons, not only did they
split, but he went to jail. Holding a grudge
against Saraswati for his current situation,
Hari Das wants to escape from jail and take
revenge on her, and is presented with an op-
portunity. So what happened between them
in the past, and did Hari land in jail due to
Saraswati, and what’s the journey like after
he escapes, forms the rest of the story.

NARRATIVE-ANALYSIS: Some films
build hype over the director, some over the
hero, and some due to the production house
carving it. Based on the catalogue of movies
they carved out so far, these expectations
pile up, and if they don’t meet the bar, the
audience tends to get disappointed. Being a
writer-director, Adivi Sesh is one hero who
made the audience flock to theatres with the
kind of content he delivers. After delivering
thrillers like Kshanam and HIT 2, he has
taken a huge time again to build a film like
Dacoit, in which he also took part in writ-
ing. Perhaps that resulted in huge expecta-
tions for the film, but then, the hero failed to
reach the expectations and fell to the level of
average thrillers that many directors make.
If we look at it like a normal movie, this will
be a good film that engages for 2.5 hours;
however, if we gauge it from Adivi Sesh’s
standards, it doesn’t give enough kick.

-

If it’s an Adivi Sesh film, surely the story
should be stronger, logic should not go for
a toss, twists should be mind-blowing and
screenplay should make us feel choked, and
characters should be out of bounds. Audi-
ences always think that everything will be
beyond their expectations in his movies.
However, if scenes miss out on logic and
emotions don't get stronger, it disappoints,
and that’s what happened in the case of Da-
coit. Though the film doesn’t bore anywhere,
due to racy screenplay and storytelling, the
whole film never gave the ‘kick’ that was
expected to deliver. That’s because of poor-
ly designed characters and weakly written
crucial elements of the story. With emotion-
al connection missing, and the lead pair’s
romantic chemistry as well as breakup se-
quences not even creating impact, it turned
out to be a big minus for the film.

When a hero is seeking to exact revenge
on a girl he loved to the core, the reason
behind it should be quite stronger and con-
vincing. However, as the story should take a
twist during that revelation, they did it for
the sake of it. It’s shown as something that
the hero mistook and misunderstood, and
that leads to lots of errors, thereby insert-
ing forced twists. Even the hero’s character
design is patchy, given the elevations he gets
while inside jail, and the way he behaves af-
ter coming out of prison doesn’t make sense.
Sequences like Prakash Raj’s introduction,
a hospital looting scene during the COVID
times, make us expect a lot, but later they
fizzle out. However, despite all odds, some
thrilling scenes make it a worthy watch. Es-
pecially, the hero’s prison break sequence
works out well, and the climax, 20 minutes
in, induces emotion and awesomeness. If
the whole film has a similar flair, surely Da-
coit would have been a next-level film. While

ping Pro

- : ¥

the finishing touch given to the hero’s role is
good, the flashback episodes pulled things
down earlier. If you expect more from the
movie due to the Adivi Sesh factor, you tend
to get disappointed.

PERFORMANCES:

Adivi Sesh is quite impressive as usual, but
the Rayalaseema slang and dialect haven’t
fit well. While his emotions peaked during
the climax, his appearance as someone who
led a prison life for 5 years is just okayish.
Mrunal Thakur stands out as the best per-
former in the movie and dominates Sesh in
some aspects. She proved herself as some-
one who could emote well. Anurag Kashyap
and Prakash Raj’s roles haven't lived up to
the hype, while both are okay. Sunil’s role is
average, and Kamakshi has done well. The
artist who played Mrunal’s husband is also
impressive. Zain Marie Khan’s role fizzled
out with okayish acting.

TECHNICALITIES:

“Dacoit” has high technical standards and
production values, with the budget and
hard work visible in every frame. Cine-
matographer Dhanush Bhaskar’s visuals
are stunning, while Bheems Ceciroleo’s
songs are okay. Gyaani’s background score
is a major highlight in the movie. The way
characters and scenes get elevated, and
make the film’s pace racier, is due to his
score only. Something is amiss in Abburi
Ravi’s dialogues. The natural tone seen in
Adivi Sesh and Ravi’s previous works is not
visible here. The dialogue lost its sharpness.
Though Sesh and Shaniel Deo’s story has in-
teresting elements, surely their screenplay
hasn’t worked out. That’s the major missing
element in the movie. As a director, Shaniel
is also okay.

Nayanthara Trolled for
Attending Husband's Event
While Skip

oted actress Nayanthara is
known for her strict no-pro- -

. . . &
motion policy, often making
it clear to producers that she

motions

-
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does not participate in interviews or promo-
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rabhas’ Spirit is one of the most anticipated
films of the year. Directed by Sandeep Red-
dy Vanga, the movie's production has been
moving at a rapid pace. However, a minor
. " . fire broke out recently on the film's set. It took place

filming equipment. One crew member sustained
minor injuries and was immediately rushed to
. a nearby hospital; fortunately, his condition is
. now stable.

Prabhas was not on set at the time of the
. incident, as the makers were filming scenes
' that did not require the actor’s presence. In
other news, Prabhas and director Sandeep
Reddy Vanga were recently spotted watching
Dhurandhar 2 in Hyderabad. The production
team is expected to resume shooting with-
out further delay. Spirit is currently sched-
. uled for a theatrical release on 5 March

tional events. However, this long-standing
stance has now come under scrutiny after
her recent public appearance. For a change,
Nayanthara attended the pre-release event
of Love Insurance Kompany, directed by her
husband Vignesh Shivan, which is set to re-
lease on April 10. The event turned special
when she unexpectedly walked onto the
stage, surprising even the film’s team.
Videos of Nayanthara hugging Vignesh
Shivan have since gone viral, drawing mixed
reactions. While some appreciated the can-
did moment, others criticized her for skip-
ping promotions for her own films but mak-
ing time for her husband’s project. A section
of netizens also felt that the “surprise” en-
try appeared staged, calling it a calculated
promotional move. However, her fans have
come out in support, pointing out that she is
also a co-producer of the film and has every
right to promote it. They argue that partici-
pating in promotional activities is ultimately
a personal and professional choice.
Interestingly, Nayanthara recently re-
turned to Telugu cinema with Mana Shanka-
ra Vara Prasad Garu, alongside Chiranjeevi,
but stayed away from pre-release events in
line with her policy. She did, however, ap-
pear in a promotional video with director
Anil Ravipudi, which generated significant
buzz online. A producer weighed in on the
ongoing debate, saying, “After a long gap,
Nayanthara returned to Telugu cinema, but
she didn’t attend pre-release events as per
her no-promotion rule. However, her ap-
pearance in a promotional video in January
itself created a lot of attention. When a star
maintains one stance and makes exceptions
in certain cases, it naturally invites discus-
sion and even criticism.”
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Hansika Files ¥2 Crore Defamation Suit Against Sister-in-Law

roles in Telugu films like Desamuduru and damage her public image. calling them baseless and malicious. She
Kantri, has taken legal action against her The dispute also involves a financial mat- claims that the accusations were part of a
sister-in-law Nancy James, filing a 32 crore ter. Hansika claims that Nancy had bor- deliberate attempt to tarnish her reputa-

|
|
i] Actress Hansika Motwani, known for her accusations were false and intended to of domestic violence made against her,
g
|

defamation suit in a Mumbai Sessions rowed 327 lakh during her marriage to Han- tion and has accused Nancy of trying to ex-

' Court. The move comes amid an ongoing sika’s brother, Prashant Motwani, and has tort money through a targeted defamation
! family dispute, with the actress seeking failed to repay the amount despite repeat- campaign. The controversy gained traction

| damages for alleged harm to her reputa- ed requests. The suit further alleges that after a series of social media posts by Nan-
tion. According to reports, the case centres the defamatory statements were made to cy James went viral, sparking debate and
around claims that Nancy James made de- avoid repayment and to create pressure for public attention. With the matter now in

. famatory statements about Hansika on so- monetary gain. court, further proceedings are awaited as
cial media. The actress alleges that these Hansika has strongly denied allegations both sides prepare to present their case.
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