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Himachal Imposes Steep Pay Cuts on

Top Officials Amid Fiscal Strain

imachal Pradesh is facing a
Hdeepening financial crisis,

prompting the government
to impose temporary salary cuts on
its political leadership and senior
officials. The six-month austerity
measure is aimed at easing pressure
on strained state finances.

Chief Minister Sukhwinder Singh
Sukhu has announced a voluntary
50% cut in his salary. Ministers will
take a 30% reduction, while MLAs
face a 20% cut. Senior bureaucrats,
including IAS, IPS, and IFS officers,
will see salary reductions ranging
from 20% to 30%.

The government attributes the
fiscal stress to the discontinuation
of Revenue Deficit Grants worth
10,000 crore and GST compen-
sation of 13,000 crore from the
Centre. The cuts will apply to key of-
ficials, including secretaries, depart-

ment heads, senior police officers,
and forest officials.

While the government says the
move is necessary for financial sta-
bility and self-reliance by 2027, it has
sparked concern among bureaucrats
and criticism from the Opposition,
who warn of rising debt and a poten-
tial financial emergency.
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Jagtial Rally
a ‘Grand
Success’:

Jeevan Reddy

Hyderabad/Jagi-
tal, April 21: Former
minister T. Jeevan
Reddy on Tuesday
hailed BRS chief K.
Chandrashekar Rao’s
public meeting in
Jagtial as a “massive
success”, likening it to
the spirit of the Telan-
gana movement. He
claimed the gathering
reflected a growing
public desire for polit-
ical change.

Launching a sharp
attack on Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy,
Jeevan Reddy accused
the Congress gov-
ernment of failing to
deliver on key prom-
ises, including alleged
delays in the Rythu
Bandhu scheme and
the Rs.2,500 monthly
assistance to women.
He further alleged ne-
glect of the education
sector, stating that no

TGSRTC Strike from
Midnight as Govt

The JAC
demanded
immediate

implementation

of promises
made to RTC
workers,
including
merger of the
corporation
with the state
government,
provision of
government
pay scales and
job security to
staff, starting
recruitments,

conduct of union

elections, and

HYDERABAD, APRIL 21

Statewide bus services operated
by TGSRTC are set to come to a
halt from Wednesday as employees
and workers’ unions, under a joint
action committee (JAC), begin an
indefinite strike from midnight
Tuesday. The decision follows
four hours of inconclusive talks
between union leaders and the

The strike is expected to disrupt
daily travel for nearly 60 lakh
passengers, including around
40 lakh women who rely heavily
on RTC services. All depots
have been instructed to suspend
operations from the first service
on Wednesday. This marks the first
major strike by RTC employees in
over six-and-a-half years, the last
being the prolonged 55-day strike

review meetings had

handing over of
electric buses to

state government,

which failed

in October 2019.
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of the discussions, stating that
the government did not offer
assurances on even a single
demand. They emphasized that
their demands are not new but are
longstanding issues, many of which
were included in the ruling party’s
election manifesto. The unions also
pointed out that despite issuing
a strike notice on March 13, the
government took 41 days to initiate
talks, doing so only hours before

Battle Lines Drawn

Campaigning Ends in Tamil Nadu and Bengal Phase 1

CHENNAI, KOLKATA, APRIL 21

With campaigning drawing to a
close in Tamil Nadu and 152 constitu-
encies in West Bengal set to vote in the
first phase on April 23, the stage is set
for voters to decide the fate of key con-
tenders in two politically significant
states.

In West Bengal, the electoral dis-
course was shaped by contentious
issues of voter rolls, identity politics,
governance, and polarisation. The
revision of electoral rolls following
the SIR exercise emerged as a major
flashpoint, with nearly 91 lakh names
removed. This sharp drop in the elec-
torate triggered political controversy,
with the BJP backing the move as a
necessary clean-up to identify illegal
migrants, while the ruling TMC al-
leged that it unfairly targeted minori-
ties and genuine voters.

Identity politics played a central

as the defender of regional identity.
The BJP, in turn, focused on the issue
of infiltration, accusing the state gov-
ernment of enabling illegal migration.
The Matua community, an influential
voting bloc, remained a key factor,
with voter deletions in Matua-dom-
inated areas raising concerns about
citizenship and electoral inclusion.
Corruption allegations against the
TMC government, particularly the
school recruitment scam, were a ma-
jor campaign plank for the opposition.
The Supreme Court’s cancellation of
thousands of appointments was re-
peatedly cited to question governance.
Alongside this, concerns over unem-
ployment, industrial stagnation, and
migration contributed to anti-incum-
bency sentiment.

Communal polarisation and law-
and-order concerns, especially wom-
en’s safety, also featured prominently.
High-profile crime cases became ral-

He also accused the
Congress

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 »

been conducted so far. to produce any agreement on the Union leaders expressed strong  the strike deadline. role, with the TMC invoking Bengali lying

The BRS leader RTC. unions’ long-pending 32 demands.  dissatisfaction with the outcome CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 » sub-nationalism and positioning itself CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >
criticized the CM’S
rhetoric as “undigni- B P' ' Ak h o o .
fied” and claimed it TG N t t
el el JP's Jan Akros orwegian inuestment in
ability to accept KCR' Padayatra' Against
continued popularity. ! : ' :

e untiWomen'attide — T@CH, Green sectors s

of Cong & Indi Alliance

HYDERABAD, APRIL 21

Hyderabad, April 21: Telangana has invited Norwe-
gian companies to explore investment opportunities in the
State, particularly in Life Sciences, Healthcare, Clean En-
ergy and emerging technology sectors.

Minister for IT and Industries D. Sridhar Babu on Tues-
day urged Norwegian entrepreneurs and companies to
establish industries in Telangana, describing the State
as an ideal destination for investments in Life Sciences,
Healthcare and Green Technologies. “Telangana is ready to » »
be Norway’s preferred partner in India for Life Sciences,

Healthcare and Green Technologies,” Sridhar Babu said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 »

Kishan Reddy’s Quality f
Mandate for Coal PSUs | =

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has announced a large-scale 'Jan
Akrosh Padayatra' (People's Out-
rage March) in Hyderabad on April
23, alleging an anti-women stance
by the Congress and its INDI Alli-
ance partners.

State BJP President N. Ram-
chander Rao, in a statement,
accused the Congress of histori-
cally obstructing women’s empow-
erment and politicising the Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam intro-
duced by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Parliament to ensure fair
representation for women in leg-
islative bodies. "Time has come

Tralns An' to expose the true colors of the Hyderabad, April 21 (NSS): In the context of India mov- = ¥ 2 - =
nou nced frOm Congress and its allies, who have ing towards self-reliance in the energy sector, Union Minis-
TEL AN G AN A shelved women's reservations for ter for Coal and Mines G. Kishan Reddy emphasised that all
decades and stifled 'Nari Shakti'," government coal companies must strive to remain compet-
The Ministr Rao remarked. itive in the market by adhering to strict quality standards. .
of Railways has The padayatra will begin at the He stated that Singareni Collieries Company Limited — : "
announced 8 <

GHMC office and proceed to In-
dira Park via Domalguda. Rao
urged women to participate in
large numbers to “expose Congress
hypocrisy” and support greater
representation for women in leg-
islatures.

(SCCL) should also focus on reducing production costs and
improving coal quality to strengthen its position in the
competitive market.

The Minister conducted a nationwide review of coal
companies through a video conference from New Delhi on
Tuesday.

new trains from
Hyderabad to
improve passenger
convenience. These
trains will operate as
weekly services.
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NEW DELHI, APRIL 21 Vivek into the network. The duo report-
edly attempted to procure weapons from

Ahmedabad, but after failing, travelled to

| OLTRAFAST 5

The Delhi Police Special Cell has

claimed to have dismantled a criminal
module allegedly linked to Pakistan-based
gangster-turned-terrorist Shahzad Bhat-
ti, believed to be acting as a proxy for the
ISI. Two operatives from Madhya Pradesh
were arrested for allegedly planning ter-
ror-style attacks at hotels and clubs in the
Delhi-NCR region. Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Special Cell) Praveen Tripathi
identified the accused as Rajveer (21), a
resident of Dabra in Gwalior district, and
Vivek Banjara (19), also from Gwalior. Ac-
cording to police, the duo was recruited
through social media and assigned tasks
including targeted shootings and grenade
attacks at crowded public places.

The operation was led by Inspector
Sunil Rajain under the supervision of ACP
Vivek Kumar Tyagi. Acting on specific in-
telligence, police registered a case under
Section 61(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita on March 31.

Vivek was apprehended on April 16

Rajveer s/o Vijayram
r/o Gwalior, MP

from Dabra based on human intelligence
inputs. During interrogation, he revealed
key details that led to the arrest of Rajveer
on April 18 from Sarai Kale Khan in Del-
hi. Police said Rajveer was allegedly pre-
paring to open fire at a prominent hotel in
Delhi-NCR under instructions from han-
dlers linked to Bhatti. A pistol and six live
cartridges were recovered from Rajveer at
the time of arrest. Police also seized mo-
bile phones containing alleged incriminat-
ing videos and voice messages, which are
believed to support the conspiracy claims.

Investigations revealed that Rajveer
was in contact with an associate of Bhat-
ti known as “Rana Bhai,” who facilitated
his recruitment. Rajveer later introduced

Amritsar on April 9, where they received
firearms, ammunition, and cash.

Police further stated that Rajveer at-
tempted a shooting at a club in Zirakpur
that had received extortion threats, but
the weapon malfunctioned. The incident
was reportedly recorded to be sent to their
handler. He later procured another weap-
on from Punjab and returned to Delhi with
plans for another attack before being inter-
cepted.

Bhatti, suspected to be operating from
Dubai, is said to be associated with Ba-
lochistan-based gangster Farooq Khokhar.
He has been linked to multiple criminal
and terror-related activities, including
grenade attacks, illegal arms supply, and
recruitment of operatives through social
media.

Security agencies believe his network
functions through remote handlers who
lure young recruits with money and use
them to execute attacks.
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NEW DELHI, APRIL21  wini Vaishnaw. The trains will op-
Background erate from major sta-

The Ministry of Rail- There had been tions in Hyderabad,
ways has announced 8 long-standing demands including Kacheguda

new trains from Hyder-
abad to improve passen-

for regular train ser-
vices from Hyderabad

Railway Station, Char-
lapalli Railway Station,

ger convenience. These to destinations like and Hyderabad Deccan
trains will operate as Tirupati, Tiruchanur, Railway Station. Out of
weekly services. Sri  Ganganagar, Jai- these, 5 trains will cater

Union Minister G. pur, and Bhubaneswar. to pilgrims traveling to

Kishan  Reddy ex-
pressed happiness
over this decision and
thanked Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and

Railway Minister Ash- vices.

NEW TRAIN SERVICES (SCHEDULE & ROUTES)

Following discussions
between Kishan Reddy
and Ashwini Vaishnaw,
the Railway Ministry
approved these new ser-

Tirupati and Tirucha-
nur, while others will
connect long-distance
destinations like Bhu-
baneswar, Jaipur, and
Sri Ganganagar.

Train No.
Train No.
Train No.
Train No.
Train No.
Train No.
Train No.
Train No.

start date to be announced soon by South Central Railway

SPECIAL
8 New Trains Announ

02

17607/17608: From Kacheguda to Tiruchanur, every Thursday at 9:30 PM — starting May 15, 2026
17601/17602: From Kacheguda to Sri Ganganagar, every Saturday at 10:00 PM — starting July 14, 2026
17047/17048: From Charlapalli to Tiruchanur, every Wednesday at 6:55 PM — starting May 7, 2026
17441/17442: From Charlapalli to Tirupati, every Wednesday at 9:20 PM — starting May 14, 2026
17443/17444: From Charlapalli to Tirupati, every Friday at 4:20 PM — starting May 15, 2026
17059/17060: From Charlapalli to Tiruchanur, every Sunday at 9:15 PM — starting May 11, 2026
17067/17068: From Charlapalli to Bhubaneswar, every Monday at 6:10 PM — starting May 5, 2026
17079/17080: From Nampally (Hyderabad Deccan) to Jaipur, every Friday at 7:50 PM —

_ HCissues notice to govt over
media accreditation committee appointments

Hyderabad, April 21: The
Telangana High Court Single Bench
comprising Justice E.V. Venugopal
has directed the respondents to
file a counter affidavit in a matter
concerning the alleged failure of State
authorities to appoint a representative
of the Telangana Working Journalists
Federation to the State Media
Accreditation Committee.

The petition was filed by Bodige
Basava Punnaiah , General Secretary
of the Telangana Working Journalists
Federation, a resident of Jillelaguda,
Ranga Reddy district, was represented
before the Court by his Advocate,
Rapolu Bhaskar.

The respondents to the petition are
the State of Telangana, represented
by its Principal Secretary and
Chief Secretary of the Information
and Public Relations Department,
the Special Commissioner of the
Information and Public Relations

Department, Telangana, the
Chairman of the Telangana Media
Academy, and Mamidi Somaiah,

former president of the Telangana
Working Journalists Federation.

The petitioner contends that
the Special Commissioner of the
Information and Public Relations
department failed to act upon his
representation dated 29th December
2025, wherein he sought the
appointment of B.Jagadeeshwar,
Correspondent at Nava Telangana
State Bureau, as a member of the
State Media Accreditation Committee
on behalf of the Telangana Working
Journalists Federation. The petitioner
submits that such an appointment
was mandated under G.0.Ms. No.229,
General Administration (Information
and Public Relations) Department,
dated 12th February 2026, and
that the continued inaction of the
respondent authority is unlawful.

Jupally to flag off Adivasi Tourism
Exposure programme today

HYDERABAD, APRIL 21

In a significant push to-
wards inclusive cultural ex-
change, Minister for Tour-
ism Jupally Krishna Rao
will formally launch the
Adivasi Tourism Exposure
programme on Wednesday.

The Minister is scheduled
to flag off the inaugural con-
voy from Gondu Guda in Ut-
noor mandal at 6:00 AM.

The initiative, curated by
the Telangana Tourism de-
partment, aims to provide
a comprehensive study tour
for 650 tribal participants
from the Utnoor region
of Adilabad district. The
programme is designed to
bridge the geographical and

cultural divide by showcas-
ing the historical heritage
and modern infrastructure
of Hyderabad.

To ensure seamless logis-
tics and personalised atten-
tion, the department has
organised the tour into three
distinct phases. The batch
1 will commence April 22,
second batch on April 23 and
third batch is scheduled on
April 25.

Each batch, comprising
200 to 250 participants,
will travel in a fleet of five
air-conditioned buses. The
two-day itinerary offers a
curated mix of heritage and
modern landmarks, includ-
ing the Hyderabad Interna-
tional Airport, the majestic

Golconda Fort, Charminar,
Lumbini Park, and the arts
village, Shilparamam.

The government has made

extensive arrangements
for the comfort of the par-
ticipants. Accommodation

and hospitality services
have been centralised at the
Taramati Baradari heritage
resort, providing the tribal
delegates with an immersive
experience of the state’s hos-
pitality.

The programme is expect-
ed to provide the Adivasi
community with vital ex-
posure to the state’s capital,
fostering a deeper connec-
tion with the historical and
developmental narrative of
Telangana.

A Netherlands-Inspired
Celebration of Loue and
Bonding at Meridian School

MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI, APRIL 21,

Meridian School, Kukatpally came
alive with color, joy, and celebration
on April 16 as it hosted “Merk Blooms
& Bliss — Mom’s Tulip Fiesta,” a heart-
warming event dedicated to the moth-
ers of the foundational stage. Inspired
by the beauty and charm of the Nether-
lands, the fiesta created a memorable
space for bonding, cultural apprecia-
tion, and togetherness.

The school auditorium was trans-
formed into a breathtaking tulip para-
dise, adorned with vibrant floral décor
that captured the essence of a Dutch
spring. The mothers added elegance
and authenticity to the occasion by
arriving in graceful Dutch-style at-
tire. They were warmly welcomed with
a delightful flower shower and were
crowned with floral tulip tiaras, mak-
ing them feel truly special from the
very beginning.

The celebration commenced with a
warm welcome note, followed by the
grand inauguration by the respected
Principal, Aakrusha Ma’am. In a sym-
bolic and captivating gesture, she de-
clared the fiesta open by blossoming a
tulip flower, marking the beginning of
a day filled with excitement and mean-
ingful engagement.

The event unfolded with a series of
lively and entertaining activities de-
signed to energize and involve every
participant. It began with fun warm-
up exercises, setting an enthusiastic
tone for the day. One of the highlights
was the creative Cycling Flower Deliv-
ery activity, where mothers joyfully

TGSRTC Strike from

Kishan Reddy’s Quality

» FROM PAGE 1

delivered flower baskets, blending fun
with teamwork.

Adding to the uniqueness of the cel-
ebration, the Dutch Formation Fun ac-
tivity invited mothers to work together
and creatively form shapes such as a
cycle, windmill, and tulip, reflecting
imagination, coordination, and col-
lective spirit. The excitement contin-
ued with the Tulip Relay Race, which
challenged participants with a variety
of playful tasks and was met with great
enthusiasm.

The cheerful Tulip Tic-Tac-Toe
game sparked strategic thinking and
laughter, while the vibrant Clog Dance
filled the auditorium with rhythm,
energy, and celebration. The event
became even more special when chil-
dren joined their mothers for playful
bonding activities, creating touching
moments that strengthened their con-
nection.

The fiesta concluded with a delight-
ful lunch, leaving everyone with smil-
ing faces and cherished memories.
Principal Aakrusha Ma’am expressed
heartfelt gratitude to all the mothers
for their enthusiastic participation
and appreciated the overwhelming
response and presence that made the
celebration a grand success.

At Meridian School, such initiatives
reflect the institution’s enduring com-
mitment to nurturing joyful relation-
ships, celebrating cultural diversity,
and promoting holistic development.
“Merk Blooms & Bliss — Mom’s Tulip
Fiesta” stood as a beautiful reminder
that every shared moment can blos-
som into a lasting memory.

Battle Lines Drawn

subsidies and financial as-

Midnight as Govt Talks Fail

» FROM PAGE 1

Key demands include the
merger of the RTC with the
state government, implemen-
tation of government pay
scales, job security for em-
ployees, fresh recruitment
drives, conduct of union elec-
tions, and allocation of elec-
tric buses to RTC. The unions
also insisted that all RTC op-
erations should remain under
the corporation’s control.

The JAC rejected the gov-
ernment’s proposal to form
a high-level committee and
seek four weeks to resolve the
issues. The committee, con-
sisting of senior IAS officers,
has been tasked with review-
ing the demands and submit-

ting a report within the stip-
ulated time. However, union
leaders dismissed this move
as a delay tactic.

JAC chairman E. Venkan-
na accused the government
of wasting time through com-
mittees, leaving employees
with no choice but to strike.
Other leaders echoed similar
sentiments, stating that the
government merely listened
to their concerns without of-
fering any concrete commit-
ments. They made it clear that
the strike would not be called
off without firm assurances.

The unions reiterated that
the agitation would contin-
ue indefinitely and that they
would not yield to pressure.

They also referred to earlier
protests, including a “Chalo
Assembly” demonstration, to
highlight that their concerns
have remained unresolved for
months. Meanwhile, TGSRTC
management has appealed
to employees to reconsider
their decision and return to
duty, citing the inconvenience
caused to the public. Manag-
ing Director Y. Nagi Reddy
stated that the government is
taking a positive and phased
approach toward resolving
the issues and has already
initiated steps by forming a
committee.

He noted that many of the
demands involve significant
financial and policy implica-

tions, requiring careful ex-
amination. The government,
he said, has sought four weeks
to study the issues thoroughly
and arrive at practical solu-
tions.

At the same time, the man-
agement criticized certain un-
ions for proceeding with the
strike despite ongoing efforts,
alleging that some leaders
were misleading workers. Em-
phasizing the responsibility of
RTC staff, Nagi Reddy urged
employees to prioritize public
welfare, especially the needs
of daily commuters and eco-
nomically vulnerable groups,
and to ensure that essential
transport services are not dis-
rupted.

» FROM PAGE 1

The Minister made the remarks during
a meeting with a high-level Norwegian
delegation led by Ambassador of Norway
to India, May-Elin Stener, at the Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Telangana Secretariat.

The discussions focused on strength-
ening bilateral cooperation between Tel-
angana and Norway and identifying sec-
tors for long-term collaboration.

Sridhar Babu highlighted the meas-
ures being taken by the State government

A

Mandate for Cl PSUs

» FROM PAGE 1

During the meeting, he stated that a new coal sale mech-
anism through the proposed coal exchange is being intro-
duced to enable consumers across the country to procure
coal of their preferred grade from a supplier of their choice
and in this competitive framework, maintaining coal qual-
ity will be essential for government companies to sustain
their market presence.

The Union Minister further advised all companies to
take necessary measures to reduce production costs in or-
der to protect and expand their market share.

Reviewing the performance of SCCL, Kishan Reddy
advised the company to focus on supplying quality coal
at competitive prices and to achieve the targets set for
new mining projects. From Singareni Bhavan, Hydera-
bad, Chairman and Managing Director of SCCL Dr. Bud-
dhaprakash Jyoti, participated in the review and presented
the company’s future plans through a powerpoint pres-
entation. He informed that efforts are underway to secure
necessary approvals for the commencement of five new
opencast projects during the year. These include JK OC at
Yellandu, Manuguru Opencast Extension, Ramagundam
OC-1 Phase-III, Goleti OC, and RK Opencast project.

These projects require forest and environmental clear-
ances. Additionally, approvals for non-forest land are re-
quired for seven other projects, Buddhaprakash Jyoti said.

He stated that SCCL is taking measures to supply high-
er-quality coal to consumers and is increasing dispatches
to avoid stock accumulation during the summer season.

The SCCL CMD also highlighted that, due to the
non-availability of Compensatory Afforestation (CA) land,
CPSU status is required for SCCL to facilitate the early

to promote industrial growth, including
investor-friendly policies, ease of doing
business reforms and world-class infra-
structure for setting up industries.

He said Telangana offers strong op-
portunities in Life Sciences, Healthcare,
Digital Health, Biotechnology and Medi-
cal Devices, and called upon Norwegian
companies to leverage the State’s robust
innovation and industrial ecosystem.

The Minister observed that Norway
has emerged as a global leader in Clean
Energy, Sustainable Infrastructure, Elec-
tric Mobility, Offshore Wind, Climate In-
novation and Green Manufacturing.

He proposed closer collaboration be-

tween Telangana and Norway in key are-
as such as Artificial Intelligence, Climate
Tech, Health Tech, Cybersecurity, Green
Hydrogen, Battery Technology, Electric
Mobility, Clean Energy, Industrial Decar-
bonisation, Digital Health, Biotechnology
and Medical Devices.

Sridhar Babu said the State govern-
ment was ready to prepare a comprehen-
sive roadmap for cooperation in these
sectors. To institutionalise the part-
nership, he proposed the formation of a
dedicated “Telangana—Norway Working
Group” to facilitate regular engagement
between government agencies, industry
representatives and investors from both

sides. Responding to the proposal, Stener
said Norway was keen to work with pro-
gressive States such as Telangana and
expressed confidence that bilateral ties
would deepen in the coming years.

“We are ready to work with Telangana.
We will take further steps to strengthen
bilateral relations and initiate the pro-
cess for setting up the working group,”
she said.

The meeting was attended by Bjorn
Iversen, Head of Innovation Norway; Sil-
je Christine Andersen, First Secretary;
Siri Veseth Meling, Director in the Nor-
wegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; MLC
Mahesh Kumar Goud and senior officials.

grounding of new mining projects.

points for the opposition,
while the ruling party high-
lighted measures taken to
improve safety and policing.
Welfare schemes remained
central to the TMC’s cam-
paign, with the party banking
on its track record of social
support programmes.

In Tamil Nadu, the cam-
paign reflected a mix of tra-
ditional Dravidian politics
and emerging dynamics. The
ruling DMK sought a mandate
based on governance and wel-
fare delivery, while the ATAD-
MK-BJP alliance focused on
issues such as corruption, law
and order, and governance
gaps.

A key talking point was
the entry of actor Vijay into
politics, which added an ele-
ment of unpredictability. His
party’s growing visibility and
large public gatherings have
drawn attention, though its
electoral impact remains un-
certain.

Welfare politics continued
to dominate the narrative,
with competing promises of

sistance. However, there is a
growing emphasis, particu-
larly among younger voters,
on employment, investment,
and long-term economic op-
portunities, indicating a shift
in voter priorities.

Identity and federalism re-
mained core issues, with de-
bates over language, opposi-
tion to Hindi imposition, and
resistance to central policies
like NEET shaping the cam-
paign. The DMK framed these
as issues of state autonomy,
while the BJP highlighted de-
velopment and national inte-
gration.

Law and order, including
concerns over drug abuse and
women’s safety, was another
major issue raised by the op-
position. The DMK countered
by pointing to improvements
in governance and law en-
forcement.

As both states head to the
polls, the outcome will reflect
how voters weigh welfare,
identity, governance, and
emerging political alterna-
tives in shaping their choices.

Jagtial Rally a
‘Grand Success”: Jeevan Reddy

» FROM PAGE 1

government of misleading the public under the banner of ‘Pra-
ja Palana’. Jeevan Reddy alleged that farmers were facing hard-
ships and that welfare systems like Gurukul institutions were
being weakened. He further targeted Revanth Reddy over past
controversies, including the infamous Vote-for-Note scam, and

accused him of acting under external political influence.

BRS CALLS KEY STRATEGY MEET ON
APR 27 AT TELANGANA BHAVAN

Hyderabad, April
21: The Bharat Rashtra
Samithi will hold a crucial
meeting on April 27 here at
Telangana Bhavan, mark-
ing the conclusion of its
Silver Jubilee celebrations.
BRS chief and former chief
minister K. Chandrashekar

Rao will preside over the
meeting, focusing on or-
ganizational strengthening
and membership expan-
sion. Party working pres-
ident K.T. Rama Rao, in a
statement, said key lead-
ers, including MPs, MLAs,
MLCs, district presidents

and former corporation
chairpersons and former
ZP  chairpersons, have
been invited. The meeting
is expected to outline the
party’s future strategy and
response to the evolving
political landscape in Tel-
angana.
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Implemet Womens Reser-
vation Bill Immediately: Er-
raBelli Swarna

HYDERABAD

Demanding the immediate implemen-
tation of the Women’s Reservation Bill,
the Congress party organized a post-
card signature campaign at Gandhi
Bhavan under the slogan “Aarakshan
Bill Aaj Karo Abhi Karo.” The program
was conducted under the leadership of
Mabhila Congress State President Erra-
Belli Swarna, following the directions
of All India Mahila Congress Pres-

Protest by Farmers
from Nagarkurnool

District in

Hyd’s Kushaiguda

HYDERABAD

Farmers from Nagarkurnool staged a
protest in Kushaiguda after allegedly being

cheated in a major financial fraud.

Protest over land compensation fraud
Farmers who lost their lands under the Pal-

amuru—Rangareddy Lift Irrigation Scheme

held a dharna, accusing a finance company of

swindling their compensation money.

According to the victims, a firm named Om
Sri Sairam Finance allegedly cheated around
%250 crore belonging to nearly 2,500-3,000
displaced farmers from about 25 villages. The
accused reportedly lured farmers by prom-
ising to provide land at low prices and offer

ident Alka Lamba. Speaking on the
occasion, ErraBelli Swarna said that
the Women’s Reservation Bill must be
implemented immediately to ensure
adequate political representation for
women. She stated that this is crucial
for the protection of women’s rights
across the country. She criticized the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), alleg-
ing that it lacks sincerity regarding
the Women’s Reservation Bill. She also
informed that the signed postcards de-
manding immediate implementation
were sent to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at his Delhi address, adding that
the “countdown has begun” for Modi.

MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI

RNC Hospitals has an-
nounced amonth-long series
of specialized health camps
to be conducted across
its Chintal and Balanagar
units, underscoring a strong
commitment to accessible
community healthcare. The
initiative, led by Dr. C. Ra-
mesh, Managing Director
and Senior Neurosurgeon,
aims to bring high-quali-
ty medical expertise to the
public at subsidized rates,
with a clear focus on early
detection through targeted
screenings and diagnostics.

The hospitals have de-
signed a diverse clinical

Medchal District Mahlla Congress
President Rajanolla Lakshmi said
that the BJP’s campaign portraying
Congress as anti-women is false. She
recalled that the Women’s Reserva-
tion Bill was unanimously passed by
Parliament in 2023. She emphasized
that linking the implementation of res-
ervations to delimitation is not appro-
priate and demanded that reservations
be implemented immediately based on
the current number of seats in Parlia-
ment and State Assemblies.

She further warned that increasing
Lok Sabha seats and delaying the pro-
cess in the name of delimitation would

CITY BEAT

Post card Gampaign Under ‘Aarakshan Bill
Aaj Karo Ahhl Karo SIngan hv Mahila congress

be unjust to smaller states and could
harm the federal structure of the coun-
try. Lakshmi added that if women’s is-

sues are used for political gain, it would
negatively impact the future of the BJP.

The program saw participation from
Secunderabad District Mahila Con-
gress President Kavitha, District Vice
Presidents Durga and Jyothi, District
General Secretaries Merugu Sunitha
and Jajala Ramya, Market Committee
Chairman Pushpa, District Secretaries
Latha Reddy, Shobha Rani, Balamani,
Koteswari, Quthbullapur B-Block Vice
President Narayanamma, A-Block Vice
President Nagashiromani, Secretary
Vanitha, Organizing Secretary Jajala
Archana, Kukatpally B-Block Presi-
dent Sandhya,

Medchal A-Block President Tatikay-
ala Komalatha, Dammaiguda Division
President Jupalli Shobha Rani, Bodup-
pal Municipal President Samatha Ya-
dav, Nizampet Municipal President
Kadiyala Indra, Division Presidents
Vijayalakshmi and Bharathamma,
Quthbullapur Division Presidents Su-
jatha, Tulasi, Sujatha Yadav, Dundigal
Municipal President Fatima, Gundla
Pochampally Vice President Shilpa,
along with a large number of executive
members.

calendar to address a range
of health needs, scheduling
specialties on fixed dates
and times to maximize pub-
lic access.

General Medicine will be
available on the 1st Saturday
at Chintal and the 4th Sat-
urday at Balanagar, while
Pulmonology is offered ev-

ery 2nd Saturday with Bal-
anagar sessions from 10:00
AM to 1:00 PM and Chintal
sessions from 2:00 PM to
5:00 PM. Gynecology is set
for the 8th of every month
at both units, Orthopedics
on the 3rd Saturday at Bala-
nagar and the 4th Saturday
at Chintal, General Surgery

high interest returns.

Dharna in front of accused’s house

After learning that one of the accused,
Dhanunjay Gupta, resides in Subhash Nagar
colony of Kushaiguda, around 300 affect-
ed farmers gathered in front of his house on
Tuesday and staged a sit-in protest demand-
ing justice.

The victims alleged that the main accused,
Ttyala Saibaba, along with Dhanunjay Gupta
and others, orchestrated the scam. Realiz-
ing they had been cheated, the farmers ap-
proached the High Court, which reportedly
ordered the attachment of the accused’s prop-
erties.

Support and demands

Social activist Pasham Yadagiri extended
support to the protesting farmers. He de-
manded justice for those who lost their lands
and criticized successive governments, in-
cluding Bharat Rashtra Samithi and Indian
National Congress, for failing to properly im-
plement the Rehabilitation and Resettlement
(R&R) package.

He called for the immediate arrest and
strict punishment of the accused and ques-
tioned the inaction of the authorities. He also
urged society to socially boycott such offend-
ers and stand firmly with the victims to en-
sure justice.

Grand Feliti rgu Madhu,
Member of CBFC Advisory Panel

BHUVANAGIRI

Renowned educationist Merugu
Madhu was felicitated at a TRSMA
meeting held at Mother Teresa School
in the town. On this occasion, TRS-
MA District President Palakurla Ven-
katesh Goud stated that the appoint-
ment of Merugu Madhu as a member
of the Central Board of Film Certifica-
tion (CBFC), Hyderabad Regional Ad-
visory Panel, is a matter of great pride.

He noted that Madhu, who has been
serving the education sector for over

two decades, has played a vital role in
shaping the future of thousands of stu-
dents. His appointment to this presti-
gious position brings special recogni-
tion to Yadadri Bhuvanagiri district,
he added. The event was attended by
TRSMA District Honorary President
Gade Somireddy, General Secretary
Dasari Sriramulu, leaders Tungatur-
thi Rangarao, Chandrasekhar, C.
Suresh, Bhagyalakshmi, Thotakura
Yadaiah, Sunil, and TRSMA Nalgon-
da District Executive Member Pamula
Ashok Mudiraj, among others.

RS. 5 LAKH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 10
GULF WORKER WHO DIED DUE TO ILLNESS

m Funds Sanctioned by
CM Revanth Reddy
as a Special Case

u Cheque Handed
Over to Deceased's
Wife by CM Praja
Vani Incharge Chin-
na Reddy

HYDERABAD

ing it as a special case. The de-
ceased’s wife Rajavva and son
Jalandhar had submitted an
application in the name of Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy on
March 31 at the “CM Pravasi
Praja Vani” programme held
at Praja Bhavan, requesting
that the case be considered on
humanitarian grounds as a
special case and sanction Rs.
5 lakh Gulf ex-gratia. Dr. G.

on the 16th of every month at
both units—with Balanagar
from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM
and Chintal from 2:00 PM
to 5:00 PM—and Cardiology
on the 12th of every month
with Balanagar sessions
from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM
and Chintal from 2:00 PM
to 5:00 PM.

Dr. Ramesh emphasized
that the core mission of
these camps is to bridge the
gap between experienced
medical professionals and
the general public, with an
emphasis on early detection
through a range of screen-
ings and diagnostic tests tai-
lored to identify age-related
ailments. He stated that the

TG govt forms panel
to address TGSRTC

employees' grievances

HYDERABAD: The Telanga-
na government has constituted a
high-level committee to examine
comprehensively the issues relat-
ed to employees of the Telangana
State Road Transport Corpora-
tion (TGSRTC). The panel, head-

Blrth anniversary
celebrations of Jagadguru
Adi Shankaracharya

HYDRABAD

The birth anniversary celebra-
tions of Jagadguru Adi Shan-
karacharya are being held at
Suvarna Bharati Goshala in
LB Nagar, Hyderabad. The
event is being conducted
grandly under the leadership
of Brahma Shri Srinivasa
Bangarayya Sharma, founder
of Tattvam Charitable Trust.
On this occasion, Padma

RNC Hospitals Launches Month-Long Series of Specialized
Health Camps Across Chmtal and Balanagar Units

initiative is designed to pro-
vide expert medical advice
and comprehensive screen-
ings at an affordable price,
reinforcing the hospital’s
motto of quality healthcare
accessible to all.

To support patients fur-
ther, RNC Hospitals is of-
fering a 50% discount on
all investigations and a 20%
discount on medicines pur-
chased during the camp ses-
sions. Residents are encour-
aged to visit their nearest
RNC Hospital unit to benefit
from these specialized ser-
vices and screenings, rein-
forcing the commitment to
affordable, high-quality care
for the community.

—~

Shri Jayanthi Savitri Shankaru
presented a Harikatha perfor-
mance. Jyoti Gogoi from the
state of Assam attended as a
special guest. She was honored
with a traditional handwoven
“Gamosa” shawl from Assam, a
northeastern state. Narasimha
Prasad, a resident of Pithapu-
ram, also participated in these
celebrations. Devotees felt de-
lighted after listening to the
Harikatha performance.

ed by the Special Chief Secretary
(Transport, Roads & Buildings),
includes senior officials from La-
bour and Finance departments,
along with the Vice Chairman &
Managing Director of TGSRTC as
Member-Convenor.

PROVISION OF 2X48 FIBERS
OFC FOR COMMUNICATION

BACKBONE

E-Tender Notice No.: KIR-N-2026-
K-2 Dated: 16-04-2026. E-Tenders
are invited by the undersigned

for the following works:- Name
of work: Provision of 2x48 fibers
OFC for communication backbone
in Aluabari Road-Surajakamal and
Ambari Falakata-Belakoba section
in Katihar Division. Tender Value:
35,58,90,767.14/-.Earnest Money:
11,17,800/-. Date & time of closing
of tender: At 15.00 hrs. & opening at
15.30 hrs. on 08-05-2026. The complete
information with tender documents of
above e-Tender will be available upto
15.00 hrs. on 08-05-2026 in website
www.ireps.gov.in

DRM (S&T), Katihar

¢ '*} NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
|\ Serving Customers With A Smile

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

(Construction Organisation)
E-Tender
Tender Notice No. 01-CECNMS-2026-E-623792 dated 08-04-2026
Tender Notice No. 02-CECNMS-26-FLS-E-630579 dated 08-04-2026

For and on behalf of The President of India, The Chief Engineer, Construction,
Southern Railway, Egmore, Chennai 600 008 invites e-tender for the following
work(s) as per Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) in our portal www.ireps.gov.in. The
tenderers/Contractors intending to apply for the tender needs to get enrolled in the

portal www.ireps.gov.in and only online tenders will be accepted.

NAME OF THE WORK

Proposed additional platform line and extension of Single face platform to Island
platform for proposed road 5 at Puducherry station.

Cash Value Period of Completion Closing Date
(Rupees) (Months) @15.30 Hrs
97574241.53 18 30-04-2026
NAME OF THE WORK

Railway, Egmore, Chennai - 600008.

Conducting Traffic Survey, Final Location Survey, submission of DPR, etc. for
Construction of New BG line, Doubling, Multi-tracking Projects in Southern Railway
under the Jurisdiction of Chief Administrative Officer/Construction, Southern

Cash Value
(Rs. in Crores) (Months)

Period of Completion| Closing Date

Pre-Bid Conference

@15.30 Hrs Date and time

54.49 36

21-05-2026 | 24-04-2026 @11.30

Chennai 600.008.

For further details, please refer to web site portal www.ireps.gov.in or contact
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer, Construction, E.V.R. High Road, Egmore,

For Chief Engineer

(Construction),

Egmore, Chennai-600 008.
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RAJAPUSHPA®

PROPERTIES PVT. LTD

Shaping Innovations

WHEREVER THERE IS A DREAM,
THERE IS RAJAPUSHPA

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy extended financial as-
sistance of Rs. 5 lakh as a spe-
cial case to the family of Arelli
Gangarajam, a Gulf worker
from Polasa village, Jagtial
Rural Mandal, who died after
being shifted from Dubai to
Hyderabad NIMS for better
treatment while in a coma due
to illness. He passed away 10
days later.

On Tuesday, CM Praja Vani
Incharge and State Planning
Board Vice Chairman Dr. G.
Chinna Reddy handed over the
cheque to the deceased’s wife,
Arelli Rajavva, at Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule Praja Bhavan.

State NRI Advisory Commit-
tee Chairman & Ambassador
Dr. B.M. Vinod Kumar, Vice
Chairman Manda Bheem Red-
dy, Member Singireddy Naresh
Reddy, and Pravasi Praja Vani
Coordinator Bojja Amarender
Reddy participated in the pro-
gramme.

Arelli Gangarajam (61),
who was suffering from a se-
vere kidney-related ailment,
went into a coma on Novem-
ber 12, 2025, at Aster Hos-
pital in Dubai. For advanced
treatment, he was shifted to
Hyderabad on December 14
and admitted to NIMS. Later,
he received treatment at the

Jagtial Rehabilitation Center
and finally died at the Jagtial
Government Area Hospital on
December 24.

As per G.O. No. 216, the
state government provides Rs.
5 lakh ex-gratia to the families
of migrant workers who die
in Gulf countries. However,
in this case, since the death
occurred in India, a technical
condition stating that the 'place
of death must be a Gulf coun-
try' became a hurdle in obtain-
ing financial aid.

Considering this, Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
supported the family through
the CM Relief Fund by treat-

Chinna Reddy endorsed the
application.

State Nodal Officer Divya
Devarajan discussed the mat-
ter over the phone with CM
OSD Vemula Srinivasulu and
wrote a D.O. letter to the gov-
ernment requesting financial
assistance through the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund. Polasa
Sarpanch Milkoori Shankara-
iah and DCC President Gajengi
Nandaiah expressed gratitude
to CM Revanth Reddy, Jagtial
MLA Dr. Makunuri Sanjay Ku-
mar, and the official machinery
for supporting Gulf worker
families with a humanitarian
approach.
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GITAMScholar
Awardec Ph.D.
inPharmacy

HYDERABAD: GITAM
Deemed to be University,
Hyderabad, proudly
congratulates Dr. Sunkara
Muni Sireesha on being
awarded the Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.) in
Pharmacy for her research
titled “Design, Synthesis,

and Biological Evaluation of
N-Heterocyclic Compounds as
Putative Antidiabetic Agents.”
The research was carried

out under the guidance of Dr.
Beda Durga Prasad, Associate
Professor, School of Pharmacy.
Her doctoral work focused on
developing novel therapeutic
molecules for the management
of Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus
(T2DM). Through innovative
medicinal chemistry and
green synthesis approaches,
the study identified promising
heterocyclic compounds with
strong inhibitory activity
against key enzymes linked

to post-meal blood glucose
levels, with some compounds
showing efficacy comparable
to the standard drug Acarbose.
The research makes a
significant contribution to

the development of safer and
more effective antidiabetic
therapies and offers a

strong foundation for future
preclinical and clinical
investigations.Congratulating
Dr. Muni Sireesha on this
remarkable achievement,
university leaders including
Prof. D. S. Rao, Pro Vice-
Chancellor, DVV.S.R. Varma,
Resident Director, and Prof.

G. Shiva Kumar, Principal,
School of Pharmacy, lauded
her valuable contribution to
pharmaceutical research and
healthcare innovation.

Telanganashinesin
‘DivyaBharat’report;
Jupally termsita
proud moment

HYDERABAD:Minister

for Tourism, Culture &
Excise Jupally Krishna Rao
has termed the recognition
accorded to Telangana in the
“Divya Bharat” tourism report
released by NITI Aayog as a
proud moment, noting that it
highlights the State’s diverse
tourism strengths. “It is a
proud moment for Telangana
to be featured in the ‘Divya
Bharat’ report by NITI Aayog,
which highlights the State’s
diverse tourism strengths,” the
Minister said on Tuesday.

He noted that attractions
such as Hussain Sagar,
Golconda Fort and Bhongir
Fort, along with spiritual
centres like Yadadri Temple
and Bhadrachalam Temple,
continue to attract visitors.

“Senior Forward Bloc leader
Prasad joins Telangana Jagruthi”

Hyderabad: RV.R. Prasad, former state president of the
All India Forward Bloc and a National Council member,
joined ‘lelangana Jagruthi along with his supporters. At the
Jagruthi office in Banjara Hills, Telangana Jagruthi president
Kalvakuntla Kavitha welcomed him by draping the party scarf.
TDP Minority Cell leader Syed Mateen Ahmed also joined

TELANGANA

04

“BRS will not change

even in a thousand

“Jeevan Reddy is completely
anti-Telangana... he contested
twice against the movement
leadership with YS's support”

“BRS cannot utter a word
against the Centre”

“'Backdoor deals are heing
discussed”

“'Chief Minister's remarks are
influencing court judgments”

“Even after the entire season,
half the farmers did not re-
ceive Rythu Bandhu”

“If you try to eliminate the
opposition, people will throw
you out”

- Telangana Jagruthi Presi-
dent Kalvakuntla Kavitha

HYDERABAD

Telangana Jagruthi President
Kalvakuntla Kavitha strongly crit-
icized that the BRS party will not
change even after a thousand years.
She said that the Congress party
is following the same path as BRS.
Speaking to the media on Tuesday at
the Telangana Jagruthi office in Ban-
jara Hills, she expressed anger that
BRS has still not introspected after
its defeat and is instead blaming the
people, speaking as if the public is at
fault.

She questioned what message
is being sent to the youth when a
75-year-old leader is brought in and
projected as a “young leader.” She
said their upcoming party will en-

courage youth leadership and called
upon young people to join in large
numbers.

Referring to the Jagtial meeting,
she said bringing in a 75-year-old
leader and calling it “political reuni-
fication” shows that BRS will never
change. She stated that under the
guise of reunification, anti-Telanga-
na forces are being brought in while
claiming to rebuild Telangana. She
urged intellectuals and academics to
understand the mindset of BRS.

She described Jeevan Reddy as
strongly anti-Telangana, recalling
that when leaders resigned twice for
the Telangana movement, he ques-
tioned the need for Telangana if YS
leadership was available, and even
contested twice against the move-
ment leadership in by-elections. She
expressed concern that no mention
was made of the activists who fought
passionately for Telangana in the
Jagtial meeting, and said that Tel-
angana activists are now in a pitiable
condition.

She questioned why BRS lead-
ership did not speak even a single
word against the Central govern-
ment at the public meeting. Despite

calling itself a national party, it did
not address issues like the Women’s
Bill, delimitation, or the census in
Parliament. She alleged that women
are never respected in BRS, which
is why they did not react even when
the Women’s Reservation Bill was
stalled. She criticized BRS for still
blaming the public for its defeat.

She said that both the ruling
party and the main opposition are
busy organizing large rallies to
show strength instead of address-
ing public issues. She remarked
that while BRS tells exaggerated
stories, Congress tells trivial ones.
She emphasized that politics should
be people-centric rather than par-
ty-centric, and announced that they
are entering as a new political force
on the 25th of this month. She ap-
pealed to the public to support them
and said she is entering politics as a
woman to address people’s problems
and will continue to fight until issues
are resolved.

She criticized alleged backdoor
dealings, questioning whether the
Chief Minister has a responsibility to
inform the public if party leaders are
meeting RSS leaders in Delhi. She

years™

accused the Chief Minister of mak-
ing statements that could influence
court judgments, especially regard-
ing the Kaleshwaram case, and said
such remarks undermine constitu-
tional institutions. While stating her
respect for the judiciary, she ques-
tioned how the Chief Minister could
predict court verdicts.

She questioned who Revanth Red-
dy is to decide whether there should
be an opposition in Telangana, stat-
ing that people should decide who
governs and who sits in opposition.
She asked how anyone can claim
they will remain Chief Minister for
ten years and what Congress has
done to deserve a second term.

She criticized the government for
failing to provide Rythu Bharosa to
half the farmers even after the sea-
son ended, demolishing poor peo-
ple’s houses in the name of HYDRA,
not responding to the death of a two-
month-old baby at Kummera Jatara,
and failing to provide jobs or a job
calendar.

She said both BRS and Congress
are neglecting the people. She ac-
cused the government of neglect-
ing RTC workers and attempting to
privatize the organization by weak-
ening its workforce. She announced
full support for the RTC workers’
strike and demanded immediate
merger of RTC into the government.

She concluded by inviting people
to the party’s formation meeting
on the 25th, mentioning that party
workers have already begun a pa-
dayatra from Sircilla. She requested
the police and authorities not to cre-
ate obstacles for supporters traveling
to attend the meeting and alleged
that striking workers were being
threatened to return to duty.

Government Coal Companies Must Demonstrate
Competitiveness Under New Coal Sale Pohcy

Coal should he market-
ed at competitive prices
while maintaining qual-
ity standards under the
proposed Coal Exchange
mechanism

Union Minister for Coal
and Mines, Shri G. Kishan
Reddy, gives directions
during nationwide review
of coal companies

SCCL CMD Dr. Bud-
dhaprakash Jyeti par-
ticipates through video
conference

SINGARENI BHAVAN

In the context of India moving
towards self-reliance in the energy
sector, Union Minister for Coal and
Mines, Shri G. Kishan Reddy, em-
phasized that all government coal
companies must strive to remain
competitive in the market by ad-
hering to strict quality standards.
He stated that Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL) should
also focus on reducing production
costs and improving coal quality to
strengthen its position in the com-
petitive market. On Tuesday, the
Minister conducted a nationwide
review of coal companies through

Jagruthi along with his supporters.

a video conference from New Delhi.

During the meeting, he stated that
a new coal sale mechanism through
the proposed Coal Exchange is be-
ing introduced to enable consum-
ers across the country to procure
coal of their preferred grade from
a supplier of their choice. In this
competitive framework, maintain-
ing coal quality will be essential for
government companies to sustain
their market presence. He further
advised all companies to take neces-
sary measures to reduce production
costs in order to protect and expand
their market share.

Reviewing the performance of
SCCL, the Minister advised the com-
pany to focus on supplying quality
coal at competitive prices and to

achieve the targets set for new min-
ing projects. From Singareni Bha-
van, Hyderabad, SCCL Chairman
and Managing Director, Dr. Bud-
dhaprakash Jyoti, participated in
the review and presented the com-
pany’s future plans through a Pow-
erPoint presentation. He informed
that efforts are underway to secure
necessary approvals for the com-
mencement of five new opencast
projects during the year. These in-
clude JK OC at Yellandu, Manuguru
Opencast Extension, Ramagundam
OC-1 Phase-III, Goleti OC, and RK
Opencast Project. These projects
require forest and environmental
clearances. Additionally, approvals
for non-forest land are required for
seven other projects. He stated that

o -
The Singareni Colieries Company Limite d ’

ernment Company)

SCCL is taking measures to supply
higher-quality coal to consumers and
is increasing dispatches to avoid stock
accumulation during the summer
season. He also highlighted that, due
to the non-availability of Compensa-
tory Afforestation (CA) land, CPSU
status is required for SCCL to facili-
tate the early grounding of new min-
ing projects.

During the review meeting, from
Singareni Bhavan, the Company Di-
rectors—Shri L. V. Suryanarayana
(Operations), Shri K. Venkatesh-
warlu (Planning & Projects), and
Shri Tirumala Rao (E&M), along
with ED (Coal Movement) Shri B.
Venkanna and GM (Coordination
& Marketing) Shri T. Srinivas, and
other officials participated.

ECI flags off Phase-II of
International Election
Visitors’ Programme-2026

he Election Commission of

I India commenced the sec-

ond phase of Internation-

al Election Visitors’ Programme

(IEVP), 2026 for the ongoing

General Elections to the Legis-

lative Assemblies of Tamil Nadu

and West Bengal in New Delhi
today.

2. Chief Election Commission-
er Shri Gyanesh Kumar inaugu-
rated the programme today at
India International Institute of
Democracy and Election Man-
agement (IIIDEM).

3. 34 delegates from 17 coun-
tries including representatives
from their Foreign Missions in
Delhi and a representative of In-
ternational IDEA will be partici-
pating in the second phase of the
programme.

4. The participants will vis-
it Tamil Nadu and West Bengal
from April 22 to April 23, 2026.
In the first phase, the delegates
of the Programme visited Assam,
Kerala and Puducherry from
April 8 to April 9, 2026.

5. The delegates were given
demonstration of the EVM at II-
IDEM today and they took part
in the mock poll using the Elec-
tronic Voting Machines (EVMs)
to get a hands- on experience of
the voting process.

6. The delegates evinced keen
interest in the technological in-

terventions and administrative
safeguards in the election pro-
cess in India. The delegates had
an interactive session with the
experts clarifying their doubts/
queries.

7. The delegates will be trav-
elling to West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu on April 22, 2026. They
will visit the dispatch and distri-
bution centres and other facili-
ties including the District Con-
trol Rooms and the Media Mon-
itoring Centres. They will also
witness the actual polling in the
morning of April 23, 2026.

8. The IEVP is a flagship pro-
gram of the ECI for internation-
al cooperation and engagement
with the Election Management
Bodies (EMBs) of other coun-
tries and International Organi-
zations.

9. The IEVP provides a com-
prehensive overview of India’s
electoral framework, institution-
al mechanisms, and operational
architecture, while familiaris-
ing foreign EMB delegates with
best practices and innovations in
election management.

10. The IEVP showcases the
strengths of India’s elector-
al system to the international
community and sharing the best
practices adopted in the world’s
largest democracy for conduct of
elections.

Police arrest inter-State
gang for hash oil smuggling,
contraband worth 2.5 cr seized

Dr Srinivas Vooradi

WARANGAL

The Warangal police have arrest-
ed an inter-State gang allegedly
involved in large-scale smuggling
of hash oil and seized contraband
worth approximately 2.5 crore.
The operation was carried out
jointly by the Drug Control team,
CAT Party, and Intezarganj police.
Four persons — Hantal Sannu
(23) and Hantal Sanyasi (23) from
Malkangiri district in Odisha,
and Kandel Chinnababu (56) and
Krishna Hantal (56) from Andhra
Pradesh — were taken into custo-
dy. Another accused, identified as
Kilo Pandu, is absconding.
Addressing the media, Police
Commissioner Sunpreet Singh
said the accused were known to
each other and were engaged in
cultivation and processing of can-
nabis (ganja). The main accused
Sannu, allegedly cultivated can-
nabis in his native place and later

HYDERABAD

Dr. Sambit Patra, MP and BJP
National Official Spokesperson
today alleged that Congress and
INDI alliance have prevented
highest representation from
South India in the parliament
by stalling 131st amendment
which would have provided 33
per cent reservation to women
in legislature bodies.

Women empowerment bill
is pending since last 30 years.
Whenever efforts were made
to pass in the parliament,
Congress, SP, DMK and TMC
opposed it by using “But and
why words “ he said while ad-
dressing a press conference at
Nalgonda.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has initiated efforts in
2023 for women empowerment
and introduced it in parliament
for 131st amendment which
would have provided 33 per
cent reservations to women in

parliament and states’ assem-
bly from 2029. But Congress
party which has typical men-
tality of anti-women opposed it
and deprived women from their
rights.

Patra alleged that Congress
party this time spread false
information and tried to create
division between South and
North India by stating that de-
limitation would disadvantage
for south states which would
decrease MPs. and MLAs seats.

Refuting the  Congress
charges BJP national spokes-

person used statistics to count-
er the opposition's claim that
the Women’s Reservation Bill
(Nari Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam) and subsequent Delim-
itation would hurt South In-
dian states. He clarified that
under the 131st Constitutional
Amendment, Lok Sabha seats
in the South would actually in-
crease.

After delimitation process
"South India's representation in
the Lok Sabha would rise from
23.76 per cent to 24 per cent.
The Congress is simply weaving

a conspiracy to create a North-
South divide for political gains,"
Patra alleged.

Giving deails of MP seats in
five south Indian states, Pa-
tra said MP seats in Telanga-
na would have been increased
from 17 to 26, Karnataka from
28-42, Andhra Pradesh 25 to
38, Tamil Nadu 39 to 59 and
Kerlam 20 to 30.

The MP slammed the Re-
vanth Reddy-led Telangana
government for failing to fulfill
its "Six Guarantees" promised
to women like Mahalakshmi

collaborated with the absconding
accused Pandu, who specialised
in extracting hash oil. Following
Pandu’s instructions, the group
procured equipment and pro-
cessed cannabis into hash oil, pro-
ducing around 40 kg.

Of this, 20 kg was reportedly
taken away by Pandu, while the
remaining was packed in one-
kg packets for sale. The accused
reportedly boarded a train from
Tuni in Andhra Pradesh on April
19, intending to transport the
contraband to Mumbai. However,
suspecting police checks, they got
off at Warangal railway station
and stayed back. Acting on a tip-
off that the suspects were moving
near the railway goods shed at
the Warangal bus station, police
teams detained them and recov-
ered 20 kg of hash oil along with
two mobile phones. The Commis-
sioner commended the efforts of
Central Zone DCP Dara Kavitha
and other officers involved in the
operation.

Anti-women mentality of Cong and
Indi allzance exposed says Sambit Patra

Scheme of Rs 2500, Kalyan-
mastu scheme of 10 gram gold
for brides, free scooties for girls
students and no hike in pension
for elderly, disabled and single
women remain unfulfilled.

"While PM Modi provides
toilets and tap water to every
home, the Congress govern-
ment in Telangana provides
only deception, deception, and
more deception,” he remarked.

Patra raised serious ques-
tions regarding the Kalesh-
waram Project investigation.
He questioned why CM Re-
vanth Reddy, who initially
spoke of a Rs 1 lakh crore cor-
ruption scandal, has only re-
ferred matters worth Rs 9,000
crore for inquiry. "Have com-
missions been taken for the re-
maining thousands of crores?"
he asked.

He also alleged massive
corruption in the rice milling
business in Nalgonda involving
local Congress leaders.
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Former Chief Minister

Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy

visited Pulivendula

PULIVENDULA:

During his visit, Jagan
interacted closely with
party workers, leaders, sup-
porters, and the public. He
listened to their hardships,
problems, and concerns, and
reassured them with confi-
dence and encouragement,
saying he stands by them.
People from various regions
met him, and he warmly
greeted them, inquired about
their well-being, and assured
support after hearing their
issues. Several YSRCP lead-
ers and workers complained
to him that the coalition gov-
ernment was acting harshly,
carrying out unjust attacks,
and engaging in oppressive
governance. Responding to
this, Jagan urged them not
to lose courage, assuring
that better days will come
and that problems are not
permanent. He expressed
confidence that their govern-
ment would return soon and
that justice would be done to
everyone. He also advised
party members to bravely
face what he described as
the excesses of Telugu Des-
am Party and continue their
struggle with determination.
Vedic blessings at
residence
At his residence in

Pulivendula, Vedic scholars
from the Kodanda Rama
temple visited and offered
special blessings. They pre-
sented sacred offerings, in-
cluding pearls used in the
Sita-Rama Kalyanam ritual
and holy prasadam to Jagan.

Amid Vedic chants, the
scholars prayed for his long
life, health, and prosperity.
Jagan discussed with them
the importance of preserv-
ing temple sanctity, Agama
traditions, and cultural prac-
tices. He emphasized that
daily rituals and festivals in
temples should be conduct-
ed as per scriptures to pass
on spiritual values to future
generations. He also noted
that during his previous ten-
ure, his government made
significant efforts toward
temple development and the
promotion of Vedic educa-
tion. He later welcomed the
scholars warmly and humbly
received their blessings.
Gathering at residence

Jagan’s residence in
Pulivendula was crowded
with party workers, support-
ers, and the public. On this
occasion, he advised elected
representatives and party
leaders of YSR Congress Par-
ty to stand firmly with par-
ty workers during difficult
times.

90% women enter men's room
for politics: Pappu Yadav's

sexist remark sparks row

Pappu Yadav's com-
ment came against
the backdrop of the
women's reservation
bill failing to secure a
two-thirds majority in
the Lok Sabha. With
298 votes in favour and
230 against, the bill fell
short of the 352 votes
required to amend the
Constitution.

ndependent MP Pappu Ya-

dav has sparked a controver-
sy by allegedly insinuating that
most women in India cannot
enter politics without provid-
ing sexual favours to men in
senior political positions. “In
India, women are called god-
desses. But unfortunately, they
will never be respected in the
country. I hold the system and
the larger society responsible
for this,” he said on Monday,
adding that 90% of women
cannot start their political
career without “entering the
room of politicians,” a remark
widely interpreted as implying
sexual favours. Following his
remark, the Bihar State Wom-
en Commission on Tuesday
issued a notice to the Purnea
MP, seeking his response
within three days. However,
he defended himself, claiming
he had photographs of Sajal
Jha, a commission member,
with several leaders and said
he would make them public.
"One should not throw stones

-

while living in a glass house,"
he said in reference to Jha.
Moreover, hours after receiv-
ing the notice, Yadav fell ill due
to heatstroke while campaign-
ing in West Bengal's Malda.
Yadav’s remark came against
the backdrop of the women’s
reservation bill failing to se-
cure a two-thirds majority in
the Lok Sabha. With 298 votes
in favour and 230 against, the
bill fell short of the 352 votes
required to amend the Con-
stitution. The defeat marked
a rare instance in recent years
when Opposition parties man-
aged to unite and block a key
government proposal, even
as the NDA accused them
of undermining a landmark
reform aimed at increasing
women’s representation in
politics. Meanwhile, leaders
from both the Congress and
the BJP criticised Yadav over
his remarks. Congress spokes-
person  Shama  Mohamed
called Yadav a “third-rate MP”
and urged her party not to sup-
port him.

MP Cops Book 3 for
Sharing Vasundhara Raje’s
Letter, Says Congress

INDORE: (APR 21)

Madhya Pradesh Congress
president Jitu Patwari
claimed on Tuesday that po-
lice registered an FIR against
three workers of the party for
sharing a letter of former Ra-
jasthan Chief Minister Vasun-
dhara Raje on social media re-
garding women's reservation.

Police have not confirmed
whether the FIR has been
registered. Earlier, Congress
Rajya Sabha member Vivek
Tankha stated in a post on 'X/,
claiming the Madhya Pradesh
Cyber Police have detained
three workers of the Congress
IT cell in Bhopal for the past
27 hours without any valid
reason.

NEXT DOOR

Jagan accuses Chandrababu Naidu of
stifling voices that question him

E

AMARAVATI, APRIL 21

SR Congress Party pres-

ident Y. S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Tuesday slammed
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu for dismissing the
government employees’ union
president Kakarla Venkata-
rami Reddy and accused him
of stifling voices that ques-
tion him. He alleged that the
Chief Minister is adopting
vindictive actions against
those who question him. The
former Chief Minister told
Chandrababu Naidu that the
way he has been conducting
himself lately clearly exposes
his government's failure and
his denial of it. “Before the
elections, you made countless
promises just to come to pow-
er. In every public meeting,
you boldly spoke about “Su-
per Six” and “Super Seven”
schemes. You even went door
to door distributing bonds,
misleading every family with
assurances. But even after
two years in power, none of
the promises mentioned in
your manifesto have been im-
plemented fully, with some of
them being totally ignored.
Instead, you are now claim-
ing that ‘Super Six’ and ‘Su-
per Seven’ have already been
fulfilled, which is nothing but

-
A
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a blatant lie,” said the YSRCP
chief in a statement posted
on ‘X’. “Unable to withstand
the growing opposition from
people and employees, you
are taking extreme steps
against those who question
you. That clearly shows that
you are afraid. If the public
and employees start asking
questions, it simply means
your governance is not up
to the mark. It means the
promises you made have not
been fulfilled. Is it wrong to
enquire about the timing of
implementation of the prom-
ises? Even after two years of
the formation of your Gov-
ernment and the budget for
the third year being present-
ed, is it a crime to question
when you will deliver? You
have contracted liabilities

> ?

exceeding Rs 3.5 lakh crore.
Is it an offence to ask where
that money is going? When
you cannot answer these
questions and instead resort
to vindictive actions against
those who question you, your
evasive intent is clearly ex-
posed,” said YS Jagan. “What
is the fault of the government
employees’ union president,
Kakarla Venkatarami Reddy?
Is asking the government to
resolve employees’ issues a
crime? When he questioned
whether the promises made
to employees would be imple-
mented, you dismissed him
by invoking ‘Red Book gov-
ernance’. What is wrong with
demanding rightful dues,
such as pending DA, PRC, and
the IR that you promised to
give immediately after com-

ing to power? These were your
own manifesto promises,
and employees indeed have
a right to question you about
them. Everyone is observing
your deceptive approach to-
wards employees,” said the
former Chief Minister. The
YSRCP leader said Naidu be-
haved similarly unjustly in
the case of Circle Inspector
Shankaraiah. “When he stat-
ed that the Chief Minister
had made false statements in
the Assembly regarding the
murder case of YS Vivekanan-
da Reddy and that it caused
him distress, you went to the
extent of removing him from
service. Is this not a clear
example of authoritarian
governance? When anyone
questions you, you resort to
vindictive actions. This again
exposes your escapist atti-
tude. Before the elections, you
promised to provide 20 lakh
jobs. You assured that until
people get jobs, they would
receive a monthly allowance
of Rs 3,000. You distributed
bonds to every household,
making these promises. But
even after two years, there are
no jobs and no unemployment
allowance. Instead, you are
targeting people who ques-
tion your Government, is this
not jungle raj?” he asked.

Slogan: One Entrepreneur in Every Family

AMARAVATI:

tate Minister for Micro,

Small and Medium En-
terprises (MSME), Rural
Poverty Alleviation, and Em-
powerment of Non-Resident
Andhras, Kondapalli Srinivas,
stated that MSMEs should
work in line with Chief Minis-
ter Nara Chandrababu Naidu'’s
goal of creating one entrepre-
neur in every family. On Tues-
day, the minister conducted
a review meeting on MSMEs
at the Industries Department
office located on the 8th floor
of the APIIC Towers in Man-
galagiri. He discussed the
performance of the Industries
Department and the progress
of various schemes being im-
plemented. The meeting also
covered steps to be taken for
the implementation of new-
ly introduced programs such
as the AP Chief Minister’s
Entrepreneurs Program and

Minister Kondapalli holds an extensive review on MSMEs

the AP Cluster Development
Programs. The minister said
that an Industrial Promotion
Officer would be nominated
for each constituency to ad-
dress the needs of MSMEs.
These officers will coordinate
with staff working on indus-
trial development as part of
the constituency vision plan.
He directed the Director of
Industries to issue necessary
orders in this regard.

He also instructed the

Commissioner of Industries
to ensure that any delays in
payments due to MSMEs from
government and corporate
organizations are addressed

through the  Facilitation
Council and made accessi-
ble via the ODR (Online Dis-
pute Resolution) portal for
appropriate action. District
Industries Officers were ad-
vised to prepare agendas to
strengthen MSMEs and pres-
ent them before the District

Industries Export Promotion
Committee, which is chaired
by the District Collector in
each district. The Director of
Industries was asked to frame
the necessary guidelines for
this process. The minister
emphasized that from the
village, mandal, and constitu-
ency levels up to the Head of
Department (HOD), everyone
should work in coordination
to strengthen MSMEs and
collectively advance the Chief
Minister’s initiatives for the
state’s economic development.

The review meeting was
attended by Industries Sec-
retary Dr. N. Yuvaraj, Direc-
tor of Industries Shubham
Bansal, AP MSME Develop-
ment Corporation CEO Viswa,
other department officials,
and district-level industry
officers who participated vir-
tually.

Maha CM Warns Opponents of Women’s Reservation Bill

MUMBAI, APRIL 21

hief Minister Devendra

Fadnavis on Tuesday is-
sued a stern warning to the
leaders of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) during the
“Jan Aakrosh March”. He
stated that those who op-
posed the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam (Women’s Res-
ervation Bill) in Parliament
and “strangled” the rights of
women will find no peace in
the coming days. He asserted
that the struggle will contin-

o 2 QAT
ue until women secure a 33
per cent reservation in both
Parliament and Legislative
Assemblies. A march was or-
ganised by the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party-Mahayuti alliance
from Worli’s Jambori Maidan

to the NSCI Dome to protest
against those who opposed
the Women'’s Reservation Bill.
Addressing the concluding
rally, the Chief Minister called
for widespread public aware-
ness regarding women’s rights
and announced a campaign to
collect one crore signatures
from women across the state.
He said that if they remained
silent after just one march,
future generations would not
forgive them. “Show these
‘half-wise’ people that the
voice of women cannot be

suppressed. Ignite a fire in
the heart of every woman.
Collect one crore signatures
and throw them in the faces of
Rahul Gandhi and his associ-
ates,” he declared. Reflecting
on the history of the bill, CM
Fadnavis noted that efforts for
women’s reservation began in
1996, but the Congress party
ignored the issue for years.
Former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee introduced
the bill three times, but it
failed due to a lack of majori-
ty, he said.

Trainee ASPs & Deputy Superintendents

of Police

HYDERABAD: APRIL 21:

rainee ASPs the RR 77th

Batch from the National
Police Academy, along with
102 Trainee Group-I officers
(Deputy Superintendents
of Police) from the RBVRR
Telangana Police Academy,
visited Central Prison Cher-
lapalli as a part of their field
training programme. Dr.
Soumya Mishra, I.P.S., Di-
rector General of Prisons &
Correctional ~ Services, ex-
plained the trainee officers
about valuable insights into
prison administration and the
correctional measures under-
taken for the reformation of
inmates. She highlighted the
new initiatives being imple-
mented within prisons, like
establishment of de-addiction
centres in all Central Prisons
and Special Prison for Women
under the initiative “Nivrut-

'l

ti” a first-of-its-kind effort in
India. She stated that prisons
are no longer merely institu-
tions for punishment but have
transformed into correctional
services focused on reforming
individuals and facilitating
their reintegration into so-
ciety as responsible citizens.
She reiterated that the motto
of the Prisons Department is
“Custody with Care”, with the
overarching aim to “Trans-
forming Lives.” A detailed
presentation on the function-
ing, administration, Welfare

Visit to Centra

CENTRAL PRISON, CHERLAPALLI

O 1
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activities and new initiatives
implemented in the Prisons
Department was delivered
by Sri. N. Murali Babu, In-
spector General of Prisons.
During the visit, the trainees
were taken on a comprehen-
sive tour of various facilities
within the prison, including
Sanjeevani (Prison Hospital),
Prison Industry units, An-
napurna (Prisoners’ Kitchen),
the Library, and Prisoners’
Barracks. The trainee officers
also visited the Prisoners’
Agricultural Colony at Cher-

Prison

lapalli, where they observed
inmate-driven activities such
as Poultry, dairy farming,
fishery, agriculture and allied
activities. After the whole
visit a debrief session was
conducted at PAC Cherlapa-
1li, in which all doubts of the
trainees were cleared and all
questions are answered. The
trainees were overwhelmed
with the visit of both the jails.
Senior officials present on the
occasion included Sri. N. Mu-
rali Babu, Inspector General
of Prisons, Sri. D. Srinivas,
Deputy Inspector General of
Prisons, Sri. G. Pramod, Su-
perintendent, Central Prison
Cherlapalli, Sri. D. Bharath,
Superintendent,  Prisoners’
Agricultural Colony Cherlapa-
11i, Sri. Satish Kumar, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, and
C. Deva Reddy, Deputy Super-
intendent of Police from Tel-
angana Police Academy.

Indials Seafood l*fxpdrt

T
S

Cross 772,000 Crore

Reach All-Time High in the history of marine prod-
ucts exports from the country.

Frozen Shrimp Leads Exports; USA and China
Remain Top Importers

KOCHI, APRIL 21, 2026:

India‘s seafood ex-
ports rose to a record
772,325.82 crore (US$ 8.28
billion) in FY 2025-26, with
volumes reaching 19.32 lakh
metric tonnes, according

to provisional data re-
leased by MPEDA. Frozen
shrimp remained the prima-
ry growth driver, contrib-
uting 747,973.13 crore (US$
5.51 billion), accounting for
over two-thirds of total ex-
port earnings. Shipments o
f shrimp grew 4.6% i n vol-
ume and 6.35% 1 n value,
reinforcing its dominance
in India's marine products
export basket. The United
States retained its posi-
tion a s the largest export
destination, with imports
totalling US$2.32 billion.
However, shipments to the
US declined by 19.8% in
volume and 14.5% in val-
ue, reflecting primarily the
impact of reciprocal tariffs.
This decline was offset by
robust growth in alternative
markets such a s China, EU
and Southeast Asian coun-
tries. Exports t o China, the
second-largest destination,
rose 22.7% in value and
20.1% i n volume. The Eu-

ropean Union posted strong
gains, with exports increas-
ing by 37.9% in value and
35.2% 1 n volume. Southeast
Asia also recorded signifi-
cant expansion, with growth
o f over 36.1% and 28.2% in
value and volume, respec-
tively. Exports to Japan
grew 6.55% by value, while
those to West Asia showed
a marginal decline of 0.55%,
due to the turmoil in the re-
gion during the fag end of
the financial year. Several
individual markets regis-
tered strong double-digit
growth, underscoring a clear
shift towards diversifica-
tion amid trade headwinds
in traditional markets. On
the product side, exports of
frozen fish, squid, cuttlefish,
dried items, and live prod-
ucts showed positive mo-
mentum, while chilled prod-
ucts declined. The export o
f the surimi, fishmeal and
fish oil reported improved
performance. In terms o f
logistics, the top five ports-
Vizag, JNPT, Kochi, Kolkata
and Chennai- accounted for
nearly 64% of total export
value, highlighting their
continued importance in In-
dia's seafood export supply
chain.

4-year-old kidnapped
rescued within hours, child
trafficking racket busted

Gujarat Police have dis-
mantled an alleged in-
terstate child trafficking
racket that kidnapped
children and sold them
outside the state for Rs
1lakh to Rs 1.5 lakh and
rescued a four-year-old
child within hours of
being abducted from
a busy highway in Ba-
naskantha district.

he child was kidnapped

near Dhanpura Patia,
triggering panic in the area
and prompting swift police
action. Authorities launched
‘Operation Dev’, deploying
seven teams, including the
Local Crime Branch, Spe-
cial Operations Group and
other units. Investigators ex-
amined nearly 70-80 CCTV
footage clips from the high-
way stretch and used techni-
cal surveillance to track the
suspects. Based on sustained
monitoring and analysis, the
child was safely rescued near

Danta within hours, officials
said. Police arrested Shailesh
Gamar, a resident of Kansa
village in Danta taluka, in
connection with the abduc-
tion. His associate, Babu
Bhagora, was also taken into
custody. Both accused are be-
ing interrogated to ascertain
the full extent of the network.
Officials said Gamar had
earlier sold a minor girl for
around Rs 1 lakh, indicating
a pattern of repeat offences.
Bhagora is suspected to have
been involved in arranging
illegal marriages of young
women in exchange for mon-
ey. Police suspect the racket
has interstate links and have
expanded the probe to iden-
tify other members and trace
past trafficking cases. “The
swift action led to the rescue
of the child and the busting
of a major trafficking net-
work. Further investigation
is underway,” Banaskantha
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Sube said.

Businessman found dead at
under-construction house in
Aligarh; two held

ALIGARH (UP): (APR 21)

he body of a local busi-

nessman was recovered
from an under-construction
house in a village on the out-
skirts of Aligarh on Tuesday
evening, police said. The
deceased was identified as
Narottam Singh, who owned
a petrol pump in the Dohar-
ra locality, a short distance
from the site where his body
was found in Chilkorra vil-
lage under the Kwarsi po-
lice station area. According

to family members, Singh
was last seen in the fore-
noon when he left home on
a two-wheeler with a close
acquaintance and neigh-
bour, identified as Kanhai-
ya. When he did not return
by the afternoon, his family
tried to contact him, but his
phone was found switched
off. They began searching
for him, and his body was
later found in the evening
inside an under-construc-
tion house allegedly belong-
ing to Kanhaiya.
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HEADING: ROUTINE TRAGEDIES:
THE COST OF NEGLIGENCE IN VIRUD-
HUNAGAR'S FIREWORKS INDUSTRY

o

he devastating explosion at a fireworks manu-

facturing facility in Tamil Nadu’s Virudhunagar

district on April 19 claimed the lives of 25 work-

ers and initially left eight others injured. That
casualty count rose as a subsequent blast at the same site
brought the total number of injured to 20, a figure that in-
cludes first responders like firefighters and police officers.
This catastrophe is part of a harrowing pattern; over the
last four years, this district—famous for its high density of
pyrotechnic units—has seen at least 134 fatalities and 89
injuries due to similar blasts. To categorize these events
as “accidents” is a factual misnomer. A basic investigation
clarifies that true accidents involve elements of unpredict-
ability. In Virudhunagar, however, every laborer under-
stands—even without formal training—that the industry
is inherently perilous and that any lapse in safety proto-
cols is a precursor to disaster. These explosions occur with
such rhythmic frequency, primarily killing workers from
the most vulnerable economic backgrounds, that they have
become a predictable consequence of systemic failure.
Rather than moving beyond the standard ritual of offer-
ing condolences and financial solatium, Union and State
authorities have failed to implement substantive changes
to mitigate these risks. The persistent absence of rigorous,
meaningful monitoring is directly responsible for this re-

curring loss of life.

The latest tragedy highlights a profound failure in law
enforcement and oversight, particularly since the facility
was operating on a Sunday—a standard industry holiday—
seemingly without legal authorization. Furthermore, while
the district-issued license strictly limited the workforce to
twelve individuals at any one time, there were 40 people
present when the blast occurred. Given the history of the
region, these violations are likely endemic rather than iso-
lated incidents. While official inspections are document-
ed, they often appear to be perfunctory rituals rather than
genuine safety audits. Although authorities frequently cite
manpower shortages as a hurdle to effective oversight, this
does not excuse the lack of accountability. Officials must
take decisive action against unlicensed operators and
chronic safety violators, yet they must also balance this
with a fair approach that prevents the harassment of legit-
imate businesses. It is essential to acknowledge the local
economic landscape: the fireworks industry is the primary
source of survival for hundreds of thousands in an arid re-
gion where agriculture is unreliable. Ultimately, the indus-
try’s leadership must prioritize a shift toward automation
to reduce human exposure to these lethal hazards.

not mere blossoms

on the tree of life,

but breath-forged resistances
against decay.

Not bodies alone

but awakenings,

rooted in the dark grammar of time,
rising

with the syntax of light.

We till the earth

with calloused memories,
sowing sweat

like sacred syllables,
harvesting dignity

Hatred grows

a venom-fed tree;

we

the silent axes,

tempered in thought,

swinging

with the weight of conscience.
Where cruelty authors its empire,
we rewrite

not in ink alone,

but in endurance,

in the living dialect

of becoming human.

Gautama Buddha—compassion’s flame;
Vemana—truth’s unflinching mirror;
Veerabrahmam—time’s inner pulse;
Bhagat Singh—defiance as thunder
they do not follow us;

they breathe within our marrow.
To live is insufficient—

we must become meaning.

Not survival,

but significance carved

into the ribs of time.

In the silent university of the heart,
we earn no degrees—

we transform into one:

a testimony

walking on two fragile feet.

Read not scriptures of division
read the scars of society;

truth does not whisper in ink

it bleeds,

raw and untranslated.

The living manuscript—

the Constitution of India—

not parchment,

but pulse;

from seasons that fracture without warning.

WE — THE SEED BEYOND BLOOM

not law alone,

but the architecture

of human dignity.

To read it is duty—

to defend it,

destiny.

Fanaticism builds walls;

we must become wind.
Caste, creed, power—
fractured inheritances—

we dissolve them

in the acid of awareness.
Humanity—

not emotion,

but evolution;

not charity,

but continuity of conscience.
Patriotism—

not the noise of flags,

but the act

of holding a falling human
upright

against the gravity of collapse.
Let this not remain a slogan—
let it enter the bloodstream;
not culture alone—

but consciousness that refuses sleep.

We—

farmers of the unseen,
cultivating futures

in the fragile soil of now.
Then—

we are not flowers.

We are seeds—

hard, unyielding,

buried yet unbroken—

the unseen insistence of life,
the fragrance that resists extinction,
the breath

that keeps the tree alive.

... Dr. Peruka Raju :..
7810032847
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FIBER CABLE WASTE: The Invisible
Environmental Risk in the Digital Age

Digital expansion must bhe matched with responsible infrastructure governance

familiar sight across

Indian cities — tangled

cables hanging from

tility poles, aban-

doned wires along roadsides, and
new fiber lines layered over old,
unused ones. As India accelerates
its digital transformation, the ex-
pansion of connectivity infrastruc-
ture has outpaced its management.
What appears to be mere visual
clutter is, in fact, an early signal of a

The rapid deeper environmental and govern-

expansion of ance challenge.

India’s digital India currently has over 35 lakh

infrastructure  kilometers of optical fiberlaid

isa triumph of  across the country — yet a signifi-

modernization, cant portion of it is either underuti-

yet the lized, redundant, or entirely aban-
hvsical doned. The question is no longer

p ys_lca . just about laying more fiber, but

ma“r_fes'tatlo“ about managing what already ex-

Of thls ists.

growth—the

unmanaged The Backbone of a

proliferation Digital Economy

of optical fiber Optical Fiber Cable (OFC) is the

cables (OFC)— backbone of modern telecommu-

has reached
a critical
turning point.

nications. By transmitting data as
light through glass fibers, it enables
high-speed, low-latency connectivi-
ty that powers broadband, 5G net-

Tral_lsf_ormmg works, digital services, and govern-
India into a ance platforms.
digital-first Compared to legacy copper net-
economy works, fiber offers significantly
requires higher capacity, lower signal deg-
shifting from radation, improved energy efficien-
a model of cy, and longer lifespan. It remains
unregulated the most. robust and' future-l:eady
expansi on to :ommumcatlon medium .avallab}e
- oday. Yet, the challenge lies not in
one of Ilfeqycle the technology itself — but in how it
stewardshlp. is deployed, shared, and sustained.

From Connectivity to

Congestion

Across urban India, multiple
service providers independently
deploy fiber networks, often in the
same corridors. Obsolete cables are
rarely decommissioned, resulting
in layers of redundant infrastruc-
ture.

This leads to Infrastructure du-
plication and inefficiency, Repeated
road excavations and civic disrup-
tion, Visual clutter and safety haz-

ards. Unchecked, this trend risks
turning cities into ‘cable ecosys-
tems’ that are difficult to manage,
maintain, or regulate.

“Fiber is not just a communica-
tion medium — it is the foundation
of a digital economy. But without
structured governance, it risks be-
coming an unmanaged burden.”

An Underestimated

Environmental Concern

While fiber is often seen as a
green technology, its lifecycle tells
a more complex story. Fiber cables
contain plastic sheathing and pro-
tective compounds that, if improp-
erly disposed of, can contribute to
soil and air pollution. Informal dis-
posal methods especially burning
can release toxic emissions.

In riverine and ecologically sen-
sitive areas where fiber is increas-
ingly being deployed to support
smart governance and surveillance
the risk of cable damage, abandon-
ment, and informal disposal is even
more acute. The environmental
cost of unplanned deployment in
such zones is rarely accounted for
in project budgets or policy frame-
works.

Moreover, the unnecessary pro-
duction of new cables, driven by
duplication rather than demand,
increases energy consumption and
carbon footprint. Without a struc-
tured lifecycle approach, even ad-
vanced infrastructure can become
an environmental liability.

Global Lessons in

Governance

Several countries have already
addressed these challenges through
proactive policy frameworks. The
European Union enforces strict
e-waste regulations under circu-
lar economy principles, including
Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) — holding manufacturers
accountable for product lifecycle
management.

Singapore and similar urban
systems have adopted common
duct infrastructure, ensuring that
multiple operators share unified
pathways for cable deployment.

This reduces duplication, improves
maintenance, and preserves urban
aesthetics.

India’s Policy Imperative

India has established e-waste
management rules, but there is no
comprehensive framework specifi-
cally addressing telecom infrastruc-
ture lifecycle management. India’s
BharatNetprogramme alone has
laid fiber across over 6 lakh gram
panchayats. As this network ma-
tures, the question of lifecycle man-
agement, decommissioning, and
asset reuse will become increasing-
ly pressing for state governments
responsible for its upkeep.

With millions of kilometers of
fiber already deployed — and rap-
id expansion underway through
national initiatives — the absence
of a structured policy presents a
growing systemic risk. Left unad-
dressed, this challenge will grow in
direct proportion to India’s digital
ambitions.

The Way Forward

A sustainable and efficient fiber
ecosystem requires a coordinated
policy approach. A Digital Fiber
Asset Registry should be estab-
lished to map and track all fiber
infrastructure using GIS-based
systems. A mandatory decommis-
sioning framework must ensure
that unused and obsolete cables are
removed within defined timelines.
Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) should be enforced to make
telecom operators accountable for
deployment, maintenance, and
end-of-life management. Urban
areas must transition toward com-
mon duct infrastructure, enabling
shared access and reducing repeat-
ed excavation. The government
should take the lead in developing
scalable, shared fiber infrastruc-
ture, which can be leased to service
providers in a fair, transparent, and
non-discriminatory manner.

Such a model would eliminate
redundant investments, improve
operational efficiency, enable bet-
ter regulatory oversight, and ensure
equitable access to infrastructure.

State-level governments, par-
ticularly those operating their
own fiber grid corporations, are
uniquely positioned to pilot these
frameworks — creating replicable
models that can be adopted nation-
ally. Telangana’s experience with
T-Fiber demonstrates that govern-
ment-owned, shared fiberinfra-
structure is not only viable but op-
erationally superior to fragmented
private deployment.

Importantly, this approach is
fully aligned with the principles
of the Telecommunications Act,
2023, which emphasizes efficient
utilization of infrastructure, trans-
parency, and non-discriminatory
access. Further, adopting a circular
telecom economy — focused on re-
use, recycling, and refurbishment
— along with technology-driven
monitoring using Al and GIS, will
strengthen governance. In parallel,
hybrid connectivity models com-
bining fiber with satellite technol-
ogies can optimize infrastructure
deployment in diverse geographies.

A Strategic Opportunity

India stands at a critical juncture
in its digital journey. States that are
expanding fiber networks at scale
have an opportunity to lead by ex-
ample — by embedding sustainabil-
ity, efficiency, and governance into
infrastructure planning.

“Treat fiber as a national asset —
planned, shared, and sustained re-
sponsibly. Act now, or risk turning
our cities into unmanageable cable
ecosystems.”

PANNEERU
VENU PRASAD
MD, Telangana Fiber Grid
Corporation Ltd. (T-Fiber), and
leads the implementation of
BharatNet in Telangana.

| Special on World Earth Day I

Sizzliny Earth: A Race for Development

or a Journey Toward Destruction?

he continuous rise in glob-

al temperatures and the

increasingly erratic be-

havior of the weather have
become matters of grave concern, not
just in India but across the world.
Although numerous high-level inter-
national summits—from Doha and
Copenhagen to Cancun—have been
held over the years to tackle climate
change, concrete actions remain elu-
sive.

The reality is that while the dete-
riorating state of nature is discussed
with great anxiety on national and
international platforms, and various
resolutions are passed, these con-
cerns often lose their meaning. They
are frequently overshadowed by the
blind pursuit of luxury, the pressure
to boost GDP, unregulated industrial
growth, and the demand for maxi-
mum employment opportunities. In
this context, ‘World Earth Day’ is ob-
served every April 22 to raise aware-
ness about environmental conser-
vation and to emphasize the urgent
need to save our planet.

Nature’s Warning Signs

In recent times, nature has been
sending severe signals through dev-
astating storms, cyclones, and unsea-
sonal hailstorms. These are remind-
ersthat the way we are tampering with
nature in the name of ‘development’ is
making it impossible to predict when
or where the weather might turn cata-
strophic. The extent of climate change
can be gauged from the fact that tem-
peratures at the North Pole have re-
cently surged by nearly 30°C above
normal. The increasing adversity of
the climate is visible everywhere:
severe droughts in some regions and
excessive unseasonal rainfall in oth-
ers; heavy snowfalls alongside unex-
pected winter heatwaves. These are
the direct consequences of our inter-
ference with natural resources, warn-
ing us of the grim future that awaits if
this exploitation continues.

The Illusion of Progress

According to the book ‘Pradushan

WHILE THE CHASE FOR GDP AND INDUSTRIAL
DOMINANCE FUELS OUR MODERN WORLD, NATURE IS ISSUING A
STARK, "FINAL CALL" THROUGH RECORD-BREAKING HEAT AND
ERRATIC WEATHER. THE SHIFT FROM "WORLD EARTH DAY" RHETORIC
TO GENUINE SURVIVAL NOW DEPENDS ON MOVING BEYOND THE
ILLUSION OF CONCRETE PROGRESS AND EMBRACING A FUTURE WHERE
CONSERVATION IS THE ONLY VIABLE CURRENCY.

[N 2
Dite Wor

)

\ N>

Mukt Saansein’, published with the
support of the Hindi Academy, Del-
hi, we fail to realize that by tearing
through mountains and destroying
lush green forests to build ‘concrete
jungles, we are not achieving devel-
opment. Instead, we are paving the
way for our own destruction. The ris-
ing heat in the mountains is leading
to frequent and ferocious forest fires.
This mountain warming directly im-
pacts the plains, where temperatures
are breaking records every year. If
the Earth’s temperature continues to
rise at this rate, we must be prepared
for dire consequences. Nature, which
gifts us pure air, water, and soil, will
not hesitate for a moment to reclaim
or destroy everything if provoked by
human-induced environmental cri-
ses.

A Desertified Future?

Two decades ago, the average max-

imum temperature in many Indian
states during April was around 32—
33°C; it now frequently exceeds 40°C.
Meteorological departments esti-
mate that in the next three decades,
temperatures in these regions could
rise by another 5°C. Such an increase
would not only intensify forest fires
but could also lead to:

* 20-30% of the Earth’s land be-
coming drought-prone.

« One-fourth of the planet turning
into desert, specifically affecting In-
dia, Southeast Asia, Central America,
Southern Australia, and Southern
Europe.

Why is the Earth Sizzling?

The primary culprit is Global
Warming, a byproduct of human ac-
tivities aimed at amassing comforts.
The smoke from petrol and diesel en-
gines has pushed carbon dioxide and
greenhouse gas levels to dangerous

heights. Experts estimate that there
is now 30% more CO2 in the atmos-
phere than in the past, playing a piv-
otal role in disrupting the climate.
While trees and plants naturally
absorb CO2 to maintain balance, we
have spent decades replacing forests
with concrete.

Unchecked population growth is
another critical factor. The global
population has surged from 1.7 bil-
lion in the 20th century to over 8
billion today. Since the Earth’s land-
mass remains constant, the resourc-
es required to sustain this massive
population are being extracted at an
unsustainable rate. The late physicist
Stephen Hawking once warned that
if population and energy consump-
tion continue to grow at this pace,
the Earth could become a ‘ball of fire’
within 600 years.

The Final Call

The rising temperature is already
causing polar ice to melt, leading to
fears that many coastal cities across
the globe will eventually be sub-
merged. If we are the cause of these
environmental problems through our
interference with nature, then we
must also be the solution. We must
act now to avoid the wrath of nature.
We must choose conservation over
exploitation and sustainability over
blind development. Failure to do so
will mean that the entire human race
will have to pay the ultimate price—
its own extinction.

YOGESH KUMAR
GOYAL

senior journalist
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Maharashtra
Minister Seeks
Probe Into Pune
MNC Retiring
Room Misuse

PUNE: (APR 21)

Maharashtra min-
ister Madhuri
Misal has written to the
Pune Police Commission-
er, seeking an inquiry into
the alleged misuse of re-
tiring rooms for religious
activities at a multina-
tional IT company's office
in Hinjawadi. In her letter
addressed to the city po-
lice chief, the minister of
state for transport cited
complaints received from
various sources regarding
the use of male resting
rooms in the company.
It has been alleged that a
particular group is regu-
larly using these rooms for
religious activities, during
which access to other em-
ployees is being restricted,
she said.

Applying
Fragrance or
Glue on EVM
Buttons to Be

Treated as

Tampering: EC

NEW DELH]I: (APR 21)

mid claims that some

political workers ap-
ply fragrance on EVM but-
tons to find out whether a
vote has been cast in their
favour, Election Commis-
sion officials on Tuesday
said such acts will be con-
sidered as "tampering",
which is an electoral of-
fence. Ahead of the April
23 voting in Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal, offi-
cials said that if a polling
station presiding officer
comes across such "mis-
chief", the sector officer or
the returning officer has to
be notified. "The EC will
not hesitate to take crim-
inal action and can order
a re-poll,” an EC function-
ary said.

Fear of
'squandered'
money makes
family kill man
in UP's Mahoba;
five arrested

MAHOBA (UP): (APR 21)

The case involving a body
found in a village drain
took a sinister turn after a
probe revealed that the man
was allegedly killed by his
own wife, daughters and
minor son over fears that
he would squander money
meant for his daughter's
wedding, police said on
Tuesday. The body of Har-
narayan Prajapati (36) was
found on April 14 in a drain
near Haivatpura Brahmanan
village under Panwari police
station limits in Mahoba.
In an apparent attempt to
divert suspicion, his family
initially approached police
and lodged a complaint, ex-
pressing suspicion against
a neighbour with whom the
deceased had frequent quar-
rels, officials said.

Delhi: Minor
stabbed to death
in Mahindra
Park; attackers
absconding

NEW DELHI: (Apr 21)

17-year-old boy was
llegedly stabbed to
death by a group of assail-
ants in the Mahindra Park
area of northwest Delhi,
police said on Tuesday. The
incident occurred on Mon-
day night around 8 pm,
when the minor stepped out
of his house on his father's
motorcycle with a friend. A
group of four to five people,
who were allegedly lying in
wait, intercepted him and
launched an attack with
knives, police said.

HOMELAND

BJP Stands for Development, Not Vote Bank
Politics: Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 21

aryana Chief Minister

Sh. Nayab Singh Saini
said that BJP’s politics is not
based on taking votes, but on
ensuring the dignity and de-
velopment of every citizen.
The government does not
believe in appeasement, but
works towards empowerment.
It does not create vote banks,
but 'development banks'. He
urged the people of Punjab
to be ready for change and
work towards making the
state prosperous. He added
that once BJP forms the gov-
ernment in Punjab, those in-
volved in the illegal drug trade
will run away from the state.
The Chief Minister said this
while addressing a delegation
of the Rai Sikh community at
Sant Kabir Kutir, Chandigarh,
on Tuesday.

When compared with
Punjab, Haryana’s model
of good governance is
an excellent example of
service

Sh. Nayab Singh Saini said
that while the Punjab govern-
ment has made only attractive
promises, the present Haryana
government has implemented
‘reservation within reserva-
tion’ on the ground, ensuring

Rai Sikh Community Symbol of Courage and Sacrifice: CM Nayab Singh Saini
The government stands with every individual who is contributing to nation-building through hard work: CM

People of Punjab should work towards change and building a prosperous state

appropriate representation of
Rai Sikh youth in government
and administration according
to their population. Compared
to Punjab’s situation, Harya-
na’s governance model is a fine
example of service. He said
that although there is a sig-
nificant population of the Rai
Sikh community in Punjab as
well, policies there are still
confined to announcements.
Rai Sikh community is an
example of shared herit-
age, sacrifice, and valour
The Chief Minister said that
BJP follows the principle of
‘Antyodaya’. The very name
Sant Kabir Kutir symbolizes
equality and brotherhood. The
government stands with every

)

individual who contributes to
nation-building through hard
work. The Rai Sikh commu-
nity is not merely guests from
a neighboring state, but rep-
resents a shared heritage of
sacrifice and valour that has
protected the nation’s borders
and culture for centuries. The
history of this community is
an enduring saga of courage,
sacrifice, and determination.
Sh. Nayab Singh Saini said
that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Sh. Narendra
Modi, India is transforming.
In the new India, the identity
of a community is determined
not by its past, but by its pres-
ent, its capability, and its hard
work. Today, opportunities,

platforms, and the right to
progress belong to everyone.
A community that has al-
ways stood firm for truth
and the nation

He said that the Rai Sikh
community has never learned
to bow, but has always stood
firm for truth and the nation.
Through hard work in agri-
culture, education, service,
and trade, the community has
contributed significantly to
nation-building and upheld
the teachings of the Gurus. He
said that democracy is mean-
ingful only when the benefits
of development reach the per-
son standing at the last mile.
With this objective, the Har-
yana government understood
the long-standing concerns
of the Rai Sikh community
and included them in the ‘De-
prived Scheduled Castes’ cate-
gory. This is not just a change
on paper, but a commitment
to bring them into the main-
stream. The government is
determined that no commu-
nity or section should be left
behind in the race of develop-
ment.

Government committed
to preserving the cultur-
al heritage of Rai Sikh
community and the ideals
of Sikhism

The Chief Minister said that
the government is commit-
ted to preserving the cultural
heritage of the Rai Sikh com-
munity and the great ideals of
Sikhism. By celebrating the
birth anniversaries (Prakash
Parv) of Sikh Gurus at the
state level, the government
has demonstrated that respect
for religion and culture is par-
amount. The government is
not just running administra-
tion, but working to wipe the
tears of the underprivileged
and secure the future of their
children. Together, efforts
will be made to build a frame-
work of social harmony and
development that ensures the
participation of the Rai Sikh
community. On this occasion,
OSD to the Chief Minister, Sh.
Bharat Bhushan Bharti, Politi-
cal Secretary to CM Sh. Tarun
Bhandari and members of the
Rai Sikh community delega-
tion were present.

Heated Campaign For First Phase Of
Bengal Polls Ends, Voting On April 23

The high-pitched cam-
paign for the first phase
of the West Bengal
assembly elections came
to an end on Tuesday
as issues ranging from
food habits, cross-bor-
der infiltration and a
uniform civil code to the
contentiously revised
electoral rolls dominated
the discourse.

KOLKATA

The high-pitched campaign
for the first phase of the
West Bengal assembly elections
came to an end on Tuesday as
issues ranging from food hab-
its, cross-border infiltration
and a uniform civil code to the
contentiously revised electoral
rolls dominated the discourse.
The two big rivals, the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) and the
Trinamool Congress (TMC),
made a bunch of promises to
woo the electorate ahead of
voting in 152 constituencies
across north Bengal and sever-
al districts in the southern part
of the state on April 23. Nearly
3.60 crore electors are eligible
to vote in this phase, includ-
ing 1.84 crore men, 1.75 crore
women and 465 third-gender
voters, according to Election
Commission data. Canvassing
for the BJP candidates, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah and
several other leaders alleged
that the state has witnessed
political violence, lawlessness

and widespread corruption as,
they claimed, the ruling TMC
encouraged infiltration for vote
bank politics, leading to demo-
graphic change. Addressing his
final rally on Tuesday, Shah pre-
dicted that the state was in for a
change of leadership on May 4.

"Her time at the helm of the
state has come to an end," he
said, referring to Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

Urging people to vote without
fear, he said, "No one can threat-
en our voters. The Election
Commission has deployed cen-
tral forces in sufficient numbers
who are spread at every nook
and corner of the state." Around
2,450 companies of central par-
amilitary forces that comprise
nearly 2.5 lakh personnel have
been deployed by the Election
Commission for the polls. The
poll panel has stepped up se-
curity arrangements, identify-
ing more than 8,000 polling
stations as highly sensitive for
the first phase. "Bhaipo (neph-
ew) will not be Bengal's future
CM. He has already purchased

his ticket to leave the state after
May 4," Shah said. Hitting out
at the BJP, Abhishek Banerjee
said the party had a long track
record of making "false promis-
es", as it did not fulfil its pledge
of "Rs 15 lakh in every bank ac-
count and two crore jobs annu-
ally". "Those who could not de-
liver on basic promises cannot
be trusted to provide welfare
benefits," Banerjee said. He also
challenged BJP-ruled states to
replicate West Bengal's direct
benefit schemes. "There are 16
states ruled by the BJP. If even
one of them can implement a
scheme like 'Lakshmir Bhan-
dar' for all women without dis-
crimination, I will never come
to ask for votes again," the sen-
ior TMC leader asserted. Mean-
while, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said her party would
return to power comfortably
in the state and claimed that
the BJP-led government at the
Centre would not last beyond
2026. She criticised Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi for saying
in a recent rally that he was the

BJP candidate in all 294 seats
going to the polls in West Ben-
gal. "You have to quit the post
of the prime minister first for
that to happen," she said. "The
BJP will not win the elections
in West Bengal this time. The
Trinamool Congress will again
form the government. We will
also throw out the BJP from
Delhi in 2026 itself," Banerjee
asserted. The TMC is seeking
to come to power for the fourth
straight term, while the BJP
wants to unseat the Mamata
Banerjee-led party in the state
where the number of voters
has reduced by around 91 lakh
after the Special Intensive Re-
view (SIR). Key candidates in
this phase include leader of the
opposition Suvendu Adhikari
(BJP, Nandigram), former Un-
ion minister Nisith Praman-
ik (BJP, Mathabhanga), state
minister Udayan Guha (TMC,
Dinhata), Goutam Deb (TMC,
Siliguri), and Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury (Congress, Bahar-
ampur). The BJP has promised,
among others, to implement the
Uniform Civil Code, stop in-
filtration, strengthen borders,
generate jobs, provide pending
DA to state government em-
ployees, and give more financial
assistance to beneficiaries than
what they are getting now.

The TMC has accused the
BJP of trying to manipulate
the voter list through the SIR,
targeting candidates and rul-
ing party leaders using central
agencies. It also claimed that
the BJP would ban the con-

sumption of fish, meat and eggs
if it won the polls, a charge ve-
hemently denied by the latter.
The ruling party also pledged
a pucca house to every family,
piped drinking water for all, in-
creased financial assistance to
beneficiaries, support to land-
less farmers, and others. Among
other issues, the decades-old
demand of the Gorkhas for
Gorkhaland, tea garden work-
ers' wages, infrastructure gaps
in north Bengal and agrarian
distress in Malda and Murshi-
dabad have shaped the cam-
paign narrative. Congress lead-
ers Mallikarjun Kharge and
Rahul Gandhi also campaigned
for party candidates; the party
is seen as a marginal player in
the state though. The gherao of
judicial officers engaged in the
SIR exercise in Malda's Moth-
abari also became a major issue
during the campaign. Several
people protesting the deletion
of names in the exercise had
gheraoed the officers for sev-
eral hours, leading to the EC
engaging the NIA to probe the
matter on the Supreme Court's
directive. The presence of sev-
eral high-profile candidates
adds spice to the first phase. In
Nandigram, leader of the Oppo-
sition Suvendu Adhikari is tak-
ing on his former aide Prabitra
Kar, who shifted to the TMC
recently. Adhikari, who is also
contesting from the Bhawani-
pur constituency against TMC
chief Banerjee, had defeated
the CM from Nandigram in the
2021 elections.

DMK Alliance Set for Victory in Tamil Nadu

CHENNAI, APRIL 21:

eputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka ex-
pressed confidence that the
DMK-Congress alliance will
come to power in Tamil Nadu.

As part of the Tamil Nadu
Assembly election campaign,
AICC observer and former
MP Madhu Yashki, along with
Deputy CM Bhatti Vikramar-
ka, extensively toured areas
such as Karikkal, Veeranat-
tur, Ariyur, and Ayyapedu in
the Sholingur constituency of
Ranipet district on Tuesday,
campaigning for the alliance
candidates.

He stated that the people
of Tamil Nadu would endorse
development and secularism.
He expressed hope that Tamil
voters would stand for self-re-
spect. Bhatti said that the gov-
ernment under the leadership
of ML.K. Stalin is set to return
to power with a massive ma-

Tamil People Support Self-Respect.. We Have Implemented Promises in Telangana
Deputv Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka

jority. He highlighted wel-
fare initiatives in Telangana,
including free bus travel for
women under the Mahalaksh-
mi scheme and free electricity
up to 200 units under Gruha
Jyothi. He said that the Con-
gress-led government in Tel-
angana has fulfilled not only

the promises made during
elections but also additional
commitments, inviting any-
one to verify these claims.

He noted that farm loans up
to X2 lakh have been waived
under Rythu Bharosa. Other
initiatives include gas cylin-
ders at 500, distribution of

fine rice, and free medical
treatment up to 10 lakh un-
der Rajiv Aarogyasri.
Tamil Nadu is an Ideology
Speaking during the cam-
paign, Bhatti Vikramarka
praised Tamil Nadu politics as
a guiding force for the nation.
He said Tamil Nadu is not just
astate but a powerful ideology.
He acknowledged that great
leaders like Periyar, Anna-
durai, and Karunanidhi laid
strong foundations for social
justice. He commended Tamil
people for always standing
at the forefront of protecting
secularism. He criticized the
rulers at the Centre, alleging
attempts to suppress Tamil
culture, language, and rights.
He emphasized that unity
among secular forces is essen-
tial to counter such tendencies

and urged strengthening Sta-
lin’s leadership.

Vote Against Divisive

Politics

Bhatti remarked that Rahul
Gandhi’s message of love and
Stalin’s development agenda
have come together. He said
that a vote in Tamil Nadu is
not just a mark on a ballot but
a democratic voice against di-
visive politics. He called for
defeating authoritarian ten-
dencies and building a society
free from hatred, asserting
that there should be space
only for love and equality. Re-
iterating that his government
has been delivering welfare
as promised, he appealed to
voters to support the DMK—
Congress alliance to ensure
continued development and
welfare in Tamil Nadu.

NFR Strengthens
Cargo Operations and
Customer Services

MALIGAON, 21 APRIL,
2026

he Northeast Frontier

Railway (NFR) under-
took a series of proactive in-
itiatives aimed at enhancing
customer satisfaction and in-
creasing freight revenue dur-
ing the month of March 2026.
These measures focus on
strengthening logistics effi-
ciency, ensuring smo oth car-
go movement and supporting
the growth of regional agri-
cultural and industrial supply
chains. As part of these initi-
atives, the Gati Shakti Mul-
ti-modal Cargo Terminal of
M/s Dalmia Cement (North-
East) Ltd. at Habaipur sta-
tion under Lumding Division
has been operationalized for
handling inward traffic w.e.f.
27th March 2026. Addition-
ally, as per the revised Freight
Rates Circular, Baihata GCT
under Rangiya Division has
been permitted to handle
outward traffic for a period
of 9o days from 9th March
2026. These strategic meas-
ures are set to significantly
strengthen logistics capabil-
ity and efficiently meet the
growing freight demands of
the region. Under its Busi-
ness Development Unit in-
itiative, NFR has recorded
commendable freight loading
across its divisions. A total of
4.5 rakes (189 wagons) of po-

tato were successfully loaded
from Dhupguri Railway Sta-
tion under Alipurduar Divi-
sion to multiple destinations,
generating freight revenue
of Rs. 0.76 crore. Further-
more, 6 rakes (252 wagons)
of maize were loaded from
Purnea, Jalalgarh and Kati-
har Jn. under Katihar Divi-
sion to Bangladesh, earning
revenue of Rs. 0.55 crore.
Substantial freight move-
ment has also been achieved
under Lumding Division. A
total of 2741 wagons of stone
chips were transported from
various originating points
to multiple destinations.
In addition, 2867 wagons of
cement were handled, con-
tributing freight revenue of
Rs. 11.52 crore. Movement of
441 wagons of POL generat-
ed revenue of Rs. 3.88 crore,
while 107 wagons of bamboo/
chips traffic were also han-
dled, further strengthening
overall freight performance.
Northeast Frontier Railway
continues to focus on im-
proving its freight services
and customer interface while
contributing significantly to
the logistics and supply chain
ecosystem of the region.
Through sustained initia-
tives and technology-driven
solutions, NFR aims to en-
sure faster, safer and more
efficient transportation for its
customers.

'Modi is a terrorist,
says Kharge, then a
clarification

ongress President Mallikar-

Gun Kharge has stirred con-
troversy by calling Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi a "terrorist."
The remarks were made during
a press conference in Chennai,
where he slammed the All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam (AIADMK) for joining
hands with the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA). "How
can they (AIADMK) join with
Modi? He is a terrorist. His party
doesn't believe in equality and
justice," Kharge said.
Kharge accuses AIADMK of

weakening democracy

Kharge accused the ATADMK
of weakening democracy by join-
ing hands with the BJP. He said,
"These people are joining with
them; it means they are weaken-
ing democracy." However, he lat-
er clarified his statement against
Modi when a reporter asked him
about it, stating he didn't mean
to call Modi a "terrorist." "I nev-
er said he is a terrorist..What I
mean, I want to clarify, is that
Modi always threatens. The in-
stitutions like ED, I-T and CBI
are in his hands."

Later, Kharge clarifies

'Modi is not a terrorist'

At the same press conference,
the Congress president also ac-
cused PM Modi of violating the
Model Code of Conduct by ad-
dressing the nation to attack the
opposition after the Constitution
(131st Amendment) Bill, 2026
failed to pass in Parliament. "The
violation of the Model Code of
Conduct by the Prime Minister

| %
in the middle of the election is
completely unacceptable," he
said.

Kharge also questioned PM
Modi's narrative on the Wom-
en's Reservation Bill, which was
passed in 2023 with Congress
support. He said, "Unfortunate-
ly, Modi is presenting a differ-
ent narrative. He claims that,
instead of opposing the failed
delimitation bill, the party is op-
posing the Women's Reservation
Bill. This is not true. The Wom-
en's Reservation Bill was passed
in 2023, and we fully supported
it."

BJP demands apology from
Kharge, Stalin

The BJP has demanded
an apology from Kharge and
Chief Minister MK Stalin for
disrespecting PM Modi. BJP's
national ~ spokesperson  She-
hzad Poonawalla slammed the
Congress for calling the prime
minister a "terrorist." He said on
social media platform X, "Afzal
Yakub & Naxals are innocent.
But for Congress - Chaiwala OBC
PM is terrorist, RSS is poisonous
snake, Sanatan is Disease."

Academician Madhu Kishwar
booked over alleged misleading
content on social media

CHANDIGARH: (Apr 21)
Academician Madhu Kishwar
has been booked on charges of
criminal defamation, promot-
ing enmity and other offences
by Chandigarh Police following
a complaint by a resident alleg-
ing circulation of forged and
misleading content on social
media. A Chandigarh Police
team on Tuesday served notice
to Kishwar in Delhi, asking her

to join the investigation in the
case on April 22 in Chandigarh.
Sarita Roy, the Station House
Officer of Sector-19 police sta-
tion in Chandigarh, where the
FIR was filed, told reporters
in the national capital that
the notice was issued under
Section 35(3) of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita and
that Kishwar has been asked to
appear and present her side.
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Paramilitary

officer killed,

six injured in
Balochistan attack

Atctacks on Pakistani forces
ontinued for the second
consecutive day in Baloch-
istan’s Mastung district on
Tuesday with one paramili-
tary officer getting killed and
six left injured, local media
reported citing officials and
sources. Reports suggest that
an armed group once again
targeted Pakistani personnel
at multiple locations in the
Dasht region of Mastung, de-
stroying two vehicles in sep-
arate attacks and reportedly
seizing weapons from person-
nel killed in the clashes.

Pakistani authorities con-
firmed that anti-terrorism
force official Rehmatullah
Khilji was killed and six other
personnel injured during the
attack. Citing local sources,
The Balochistan post report-
ed that the death toll could be
higher, but authorities have
not released further details.

Clashes began on Sunday
after Pakistani forces cordoned
off parts of the Kambela area
and carried out an operation.
Armed men attacked troops
during the movement, result-
ing in exchanges of gunfire.
Residents reported heavy
firing and explosions near a
forces’ camp in nearby Kund
Masuri, where fighting lasted
for nearly an hour. Earlier on
Sunday, two military vehicles
were reportedly ambushed
at Daghari Cross while pa-
trolling to secure a train, with
one vehicle being hit, leading
to casualties. Last week, the
Baloch Liberation Army (BLA)
claimed that it had killed 29
Pakistani military personnel in
14 attacks conducted between
April 3 and 14 in several parts
of Balochistan province, local
media reported.

India emphasises
need for greater
representation of

Global South at UN

ndia has highlighted

the need for greater rep-
resentation of the Global
South, particularly in the
permanent category, in the
United Nations Security
Council.

Secretary, West, Min-
istry of External Affairs
(MEA), Sibi George, deliv-
ered India's national state-
ment at the IGN meeting on
the United Nations Security
Council in the UN head-
quarters. "He highlighted
the need for greater rep-
resentation of the Global
South, particularly in the
permanent category. He
underlined the similarities
between India’s approach
to UN Security Council re-
forms and the African mod-
el," Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said in a
statement on X.

India has consistently
called for reforms of the
United Nations (UN), par-
ticularly the UNSC, stress-
ing that reform of global
institutions is essential to
address global challeng-
es. During his visit to New
York, George held a meeting
with the UN Department of
Operational Support's Un-
der-Secretary General, Atul
Khare.

BEYOND BORDERS

Tiwo weeks after disciplinary action

Iran-US talks uncertain as Tehran refuses
to join hefore ceasefire deadline

NEW YORK

With the clock ticking on the
tenuous ceasefire, the resump-
tion of talks between Iran and
the United States was clouded
by Tehran’s refusal to commit
to participating in the nego-
tiations as Tuesday drew to a
close, even as President Don-
ald Trump sounded confident
it was on.

Leaving open the Strait of
Hormuz, a chokepoint for 20
per cent of global oil and gas
transport that has fuelled an
economic crisis, hinges on the
resumption of negotiations
leading to a deal.

Senior Iranian officials
quoted by Iranian media said
that no delegation had gone to
Islamabad and reiterated Par-
liament Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf’s assertion that
talks would not take place.

“No delegation from Iran
has gone to Islamabad, Pa-
kistan; neither a main nor a
subsidiary delegation; neither
primary nor secondary,” IRIB
news agency quoted senior of-
ficials as saying, according to
Iran’s PressTV.

But reflecting his optimism,
President Trump told an inter-
viewer on CNBC that they had

no choice but to send a delega-
tion to the talks.

“What I think is that we're
going to end up with is a great
deal,” he added, saying that
Iran had no choice.

He said on Truth Social that
Iranian leaders “will soon be
in negotiations with my repre-
sentatives”, adding an appeal
to them to free eight Iranian
women facing the death pen-
alty. But Vice President JD
Vance, who was scheduled to
leave for Islamabad on Tues-
day morning to lead the United
States side in the talks, delayed
his departure, according to
multiple United States media
reports.

Even if the talks resumed,

Trump indicated he did not
want to extend the 14-day
ceasefire, which ends at mid-
night at the latest.

He flatly told CNBC that he
did not want to do that.

“I expect to be bombing be-
cause I think that’s a better
attitude to go in with,” he said,
referring to the talks.

The uncertainty over the re-
sumption of talks has put Paki-
stan’s diplomacy at risk.

Pakistan’s Information Min-
ister Attaullah Tarar said on X
that, with the ceasefire sched-
uled to end in hours, Iran's de-
cision to attend the talks before
the end of the two-week cease-
fire was critical.

He confirmed that Islam-

abad had not received confir-
mation of Iran’s participation
and that it was in constant
touch with Tehran.

The continuation of talks
has been complicated by the
United States seizure of an
Iranian ship on Monday, af-
ter Iran reneged on an earlier
announcement that it would
open the Strait of Hormuz, and
Washington imposed a block-
ade of Iranian ports.

Iran fired on two Indian
ships in the Strait of Hormuz
when the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps closed it.

Trump wants Iran to perma-
nently drop any nuclear am-
bitions and give up any rem-
nants of enriched uranium in
the rubble of nuclear facilities
bombed last year, as well as
end missile programmes.

Tehran has opposed
those conditions.

On the Iranian side, there
appears to be a conflict be-
tween hardliners and moder-
ates over how to deal with the
United States.

After  Foreign  Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi an-
nounced the Strait was open,
the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps countermanded

him, and Qalibaf, who had par-
ticipated with him in talks with
the United States on April 11,
took a harder line on restarting
negotiations.

Trump has been vacillating
on his negotiating position,
blowing hot and cold.

On Monday, he said he was
offering Iran a better deal than
it had received under an in-
ternational agreement he had
denounced as too conciliatory
towards Tehran and scrapped
in his first term.

In his CNBC interview on
Tuesday, he said that Iran could
get itself on a very good footing
if it made a deal and could be-
come a strong and wonderful
nation again, adding that it had
incredible people.

But he has also renewed on
Truth Social his threat to oblit-
erate Iran’s power grid and
its bridge network if it did not
agree to a deal.

Another contradictory mes-
sage from Trump has been that
Iran had agreed to the United
States terms for a deal, which
Iran has denied. Trump faces
domestic pressure to end the
Iran war that he entered with
assurances from Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
that it would end quickly.

Tehran will not
negotiate under

threat or force
WASHINGTON

ran's Ambassador to Pa-

kistan Reza Amiri Mogh-
adam said on Tuesday that
negotiations cannot take place
under threat or coercion, un-
derscoring Tehran's stance
amid ongoing diplomatic
efforts involving the United
States. In a post on X, the en-
voy said, "a single country in
possession of a large civilisa-
tion will not negotiate under
threat and force," saying the
position is a substantial prin-
ciple. The remarks come at a
time when a ceasefire that
took effect on April 8 after
40 days of fighting remains
fragile. Pakistan has mediat-
ed indirect talks between Teh-
ran and Washington, hosting
a first round in Islamabad on
April 11 and 12.

North Korea appoints new

ambass

PYONGYANG

North Korea has appointed
new ambassadors to Britain
and Indonesia, the North's
foreign ministry said Tuesday,
in what would mark the first
replacement of its top envoys
in major diplomatic outposts
in about 10 years.

Mun Myong-sin has been
appointed as Pyongyang's en-
voy to Britain, replacing his
predecessor Choe I1, in what is
the first personnel reshuffle in
nearly a decade, according to
the foreign ministry, Yonhap
news agency reported.

Mun previously served at
the North Korean Embassy
in London together with Tae
Yong-ho, a high-profile North
Korean defector who worked
as the North's minister at the
same diplomatic mission.

adors to Britai

North Korea's foreign min-
istry also announced the ap-
pointment of Hong Kwang-I1
as the new top envoy to Indo-
nesia, who also assumes the
post as ambassador to the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian
Nations. It marks the first time
that the North has formally
announced the appointment
of the top diplomat stationed

y

in Indonesia since 2015.
North Korea has also sent
a new ambassador to Belarus
on April 12, Pyongyang's state
media had reported earlier, in
a sign of deepening bilateral
ties following Belarusian Pres-
ident Alexander Lukashenko's
visit to Pyongyang last month.
Ji Kyong-su, a former vice
minister of external econom-

n, In

donesia

ic relations, presented his
credentials to Lukashenko,
according to the Korean Cen-
tral News Agency. During the
ceremony, Ji conveyed North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un's
"warm greeting," to which Lu-
kashenko expressed his grati-
tude, the report said.

Lukashenko visited North
Korea on March 25 and 26,
holding summit talks with
Kim in Pyongyang. The two
sides signed a treaty on friend-
ship and cooperation aimed at
strengthening bilateral rela-
tions and expanding collabo-
ration across various sectors.
Observers say North Korea
and Belarus have been draw-
ing closer as both countries
align diplomatically and po-
litically, particularly in their
support for Russia amid the
war in Ukraine.

US, Iran ceasefire nears expiry as Hormuz tensions cloud talks

WASHINGTON

The fragile two-week US-
Iran ceasefire is set to expire
Wednesday evening, clouding
prospects for fresh negoti-
ations and the future of the
Strait of Hormuz, after US
President Donald Trump de-
picted extension of the truce as
"highly unlikely."

Asked if he expects strikes
to resume immediately after-
wards if no deal is reached,
Trump said, "If there's no deal,
I would certainly expect."

The remarks came as Wash-
ington reportedly sought to
keep diplomatic channels
open. US Vice President JD
Vance, who led the first round
of face-to-face talks, is expect-
ed to depart for Islamabad by
Tuesday for talks, Axios re-
ported, citing US sources.

Signalling conditional open-
ness to engagement, Trump told
The Washington Post that he
will be willing to meet senior Ira-
nian leaders if a breakthrough is
reached, and said in a separate
interview with Bloomberg that
his personal attendance at talks
may not be necessary. However,
signals from Tehran remained

mixed. Axios reported that the
Iranian team received a green
light from the supreme leader
on Monday night to engage in
talks with the United States, but
officials stopped short of con-
firming participation, reports
Xinhua news agency.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Baghaei

said earlier Monday that Iran
currently has no plan for the
second round of talks and that
US actions are in no way indic-
ative of its seriousness in pur-
suing a diplomatic process.

The US "provocative actions"
and "ceasefire violations" are
major obstacles to continuing
peace negotiations between the
two countries, Iran's Foreign
Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi
said Monday.

Speaking anonymously to
The Washington Post, a senior
Iranian official said the tone of
Trump's public statements and
the ongoing US blockade were
the two most serious issues
threatening talks. The official
added that while both sides
largely agreed on the outlines
of a deal, Trump's public "max-
imalism" risked scuttling the
diplomatic progress. Tensions

remained elevated in the Strait
of Hormuz, the narrow water-
way through which about one-
fifth of global oil trade passes.
Iran briefly reopened the strait
after the initial ceasefire but
imposed new restrictions fol-
lowing the US Navy's seizure
of an Iranian-flagged cargo
ship that attempted to run the
blockade over the weekend.
The Strait of Hormuz would
remain blocked until a peace
agreement is finalised, Trump
said in a phone interview.
"They want me to open it.
The Iranians desperately want
it opened. I'm not opening it
until a deal is signed," he said.
Despite the maritime stand-
off, some signs of domestic
normalisation were underway
in Iran. Iran's Civil Aviation
Authority announced Monday
that Tehran's main airports.
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KATHMANDU

Soon after the removal of
a minister on disciplinary
grounds from Nepal’s new
government led by Balendra
Shah, reports from Kath-
mandu now report financial
irregularities allegations
against another.

The Rastriya Swatantra
Party (RSP) assumed power
with a landslide victory in
the national election held on
March 5, with promises of
good governance, transpar-
ency, and people-oriented
politics. "Following reports
of Home Minister Sudan Gu-
rung’s investments that put
him alongside businessman
Deepak Bhatta, who is under
investigation for money laun-
dering, leaders within the
ruling party are demanding a
fair investigation,” The Kath-
mandu Post reported.

Bhatta was arrested on
April 1 and is being investi-
gated by the Department of
Money Laundering Investi-
gation after being detained
by the Nepal Police’s Central
Investigation Bureau, the re-
port added.

"Two weeks ago, the RSP
recalled Labour Minister
Deepak Kumar Sah following
controversy over the appoint-
ment of his wife to the Health
Insurance Board. Party in-
siders say it cannot remain
silent now that more serious

against Nepal minister, another
cabinet incumbent faces questions

L - .- L

have surfaced

allegations

against Gurung," it noted.
Sah was removed from

office after the RSP’s central

disciplinary commission
found he had misused his
position to keep his wife on
the Health Insurance Board,
a move the party said un-
dermined its image and dis-
cipline. The Prime Minister
acted on the party chair’s rec-
ommendation and dismissed
Sah. Gurung is under scruti-
ny after reports linked him to
shareholdings in companies
associated with a business-
man under investigation for
alleged money laundering.

The Home Minister, howev-
er, defended his asset declara-
tions, saying his stock invest-
ments were disclosed and that
any apparent omission was a
matter of classification rather
than concealment. His invest-
ments in Star Micro Insurance
and Liberty Micro Life, he
clarified, fall under the same
share category as his other
stock market holdings and are
included accordingly.

TOKYO

The Japanese government
officially revised "the three
principles on transfer of de-
fence equipment and technol-
ogy" and their implementa-
tion guidelines on Tuesday to
allow overseas sales of weap-
ons, including those with
lethal capabilities, despite
waves of large-scale pro-
tests, local media reported.

The revisions scrap rules
that limit Japan's defence
equipment exports to five
non-combat categories,
namely rescue, transport,
warning, surveillance, and
minesweeping.

Instead, defence equipment
will be divided into "weapons"
and "non-weapons" categories,
based on whether they have le-
thal or destructive capabilities,
reports Xinhua, quoting Kyo-
do News. The revision main-
tains unrestricted exports of
non-weapons such as warning
and control radar systems,
while allowing the export of
weapons, including destroy-
ers and missiles, previously
prohibited, to countries that
have signed agreements with
Japan on protecting classified
information related to defence
equipment and technology.
Kyodo News commented that
the changes mark a significant
shift in defence policy for a
country that has touted itself
as a "peace-loving nation" un-
der its war-renouncing Consti-
tution since its defeat in World
WarII.

While the revisions in
principle prohibit the export
of arms to countries engaged
in active conflicts, they do al-

Japan officially eases arms
export rules to allow weapons
sales despite protests

low for exceptions "in special
circumstances" that take into
consideration Japan's securi-
ty needs.

Under the revision, weap-
on exports will not require
prior parliamentary approv-

al. Instead, the National
Security Council will make
the decisions, with the Diet
informed only after approval.

The lack of parliamentary
involvement in the process
has drawn criticism from
opposition parties, which ar-
gue that prior parliamentary
approval is necessary to pre-
vent Japan from becoming
involved in exacerbating con-
flicts or fueling arms races.

Since the revision plan
came to light, it has sparked
widespread concern and
criticism across Japan, trig-
gering waves of large-scale
protests.

During an April 16 rally in
front of the prime minister's
office in Tokyo, protesters
held placards reading "Op-
pose lifting the five-catego-
ry restriction,” "No to arms
exports,” and "Japan must
not become a merchant of
death,” while chanting slo-
gans such as "No repeating
past mistakes" and "We re-
ject war."

Pak enters over 20 IMF programmes,

NEW DELHI

Pakistan has entered more
than 20 programmes with the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) over 65 years since 1958,
and yet continues to remain
trapped in a recurring cycle of
economic crises, bailouts and
temporary stabilisation with-
out achieving durable structur-
al reform, a report has lament-
ed.

According to a report in
The News International, latest
concerns were reflected in the
IMF’s End-of-Mission State-
ment of March 2026, which
once again highlighted familiar
priorities such as fiscal consol-
idation, tight monetary poli-
cy, energy sector reforms and

managing external financing
pressures.

The statement also flagged
rising risks from geopolitical
tensions in West Asia, elevated

energy prices and tightening
global financial conditions, it
said.

Despite repeated engage-
ment with the IMF, Pakistan

has struggled to translate
short-term stabilisation into
sustained economic recovery.

The report points to
deep-rooted structural weak-

nesses, including weak revenue
mobilisation, persistent fiscal
deficits, rising debt servic-
ing costs and limited export
growth. It also highlighted that
total public debt reached Rs
79.32 trillion in January 2026,
up from Rs 72.12 trillion a year
earlier, an increase of about Rs
7.2 trillion or 10 per cent.

Moreover, the composition
of debt has also shifted, with
domestic borrowing now ac-
counting for around 71 per cent
of the total.

Meanwhile, domestic debt
stood at Rs 55.98 trillion,
while short-term borrowing
remained elevated at Rs 8.78
trillion, pointing to ongoing
refinancing risks and external
debt stood at Rs 23.34 trillion.

At the same time, the coun-
try is required to meet gross ex-
ternal financing requirements
of $19.398 billion in 2025-26
and $19.123 billion in 2026-27,
even as it manages immediate
repayment obligations, includ-
ing about $3.5 billion due to the
UAE.

However, foreign exchange
reserves remain under pres-
sure, with total liquid reserves
at $21.789 billion as of March
27, 2026, including $16.381 bil-
lion held by the State Bank of
Pakistan.

Pakistan continues to rely on
external support and rollover
arrangements from key part-
ners such as China and Saudi
Arabia, alongside multilateral
assistance, to manage its short-

term financing gaps, according
to the report.

Additionally,  government

borrowing has crowded out pri-
vate sector lending, with more
than 80 per cent of bank credit
flowing to the public sector.

In 2023, the IMF estimated
Pakistan’s debt-to-GDP ratio
stood at around 75 per cent in
recent years, which is above its
legal threshold of 58 per cent,
indicating elevated sustainabil-
ity risks.
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Centre Plans E85 Fuel
Rollout, Draft Rules Soon

NEW DELHI:

Wth the West Asia crisis
exposing vulnerabilities
in the global oil export chain,
the Union government will “very
soon” issue draft rules on the
roll-out of Ethanol 85 (E85), re-
ported The Hindu, citing a sen-
ior government official. As per
the official, the roll-out is expect-
ed in a couple of years. “Draft
regulations will be notified very
soon. There is consensus within
the government. There is also
market consensus and prelimi-
nary testing too has been carried
out,” the official told the news-
paper. The E85 blend of fuel is
made of up to 85% ethanol and
15% petrol (gasoline). The offi-
cial said that the E85 blend will
be introduced as a separate fuel

grade, different from E20. E20
presently allows ethanol blend-
ing up to 27%, under a notifica-
tion issued in 2023. The official
added that high levels of ethanol
blending has several benefits, in-
cluding “greater energy security
for the country and a reduction
in vehicular pollution, reported
The Hindu.Such a high-etha-
nol fuel will also need engines
to be compatible with it along
with separate dispensing in-
frastructure at fuel pumps that
will also dispense E20 petrol.
Engines which are designed to
run on E85 can also operate on
lower ethanol blends, including
E60 and E50. At present, from
April 1, 2026, the government
has mandated the sale of petrol
with up to 20% ethanol across all

States and Union Territories.

MONEY MAT TERS

Record Rs1.68 Trillion FPI Out-

The rupee too has weak-
ened by 3.5% in 2026,
including a 2.3% drop

since the conflict began,

to 93.1 per dollar, eroding
returns for overseas
investors.

NEW DELHI:

he cumulative outflow of

Foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) so far this year has
already exceeded those of any
full year previously, with the
net selloff by FPIs so far this
year amounting to around Rs
1.68 trillion, reported Busi-
ness Standard. Owing to the
war in West Asia, the biggest
exodus of FPIs was witnessed
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in March wherein FPIs sold
Indian equities worth Rs 1.1
trillion during the month. The
increase in oil prices, because
of the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz widened the fiscal
deficit, increased inflation and
impacted growth because of
India’s heavy reliance on ener-
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gy imports. The impact of the

West Asia crisis has also been
felt by the Indian markets,
with the Sensex declining
7.9% so far this year and the
Nifty 6.8%, reported Business
Standard. Similarly, the mar-
ket capitalisation of Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE)-listed

firms has fallen by 10.1 trillion
to 465.7 trillion. The rupee
too has weakened by 3.5% in
2026, including a 2.3% drop
since the conflict began, to
93.1 per dollar, eroding re-
turns for overseas investors.
“We have seen significant ru-
pee depreciation. While valu-
ations can adjust, as seen last
month, the currency’s depre-
ciation has wiped out returns
for FPIs. “If the war ends and
oil falls below $80, we could
see a rebound in the curren-
cy and a reversal in flows,”
Pramod Gubbi, co-founder of
Marcellus Investment Manag-
ers, adding structural stabili-
ty in the rupee is critical told
Business Standard.

FCI Wheat
Procurement in
Delhi to Benefit
21,000 Farmers
NEW DELHI: (APR 21)

rocurement of wheat

by the Food Corpo-
ration of India (FCI) will
begin in Delhi after a gap
of five years, following in-
tervention of Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta, the
CMO said in a statement
on Tuesday. Local pro-
curement of wheat, which
will strengthen public
distribution system in the
city, will begin at Nare-
la and Najafgarh mandis
from April 24, it said.
Gupta had intervened in
the matter, urging the
Centre for procurement
of wheat through FCI that
was stopped in 2021. The
Centre has accepted the
request, as per the state-
ment.

NHC Foods
acquires Hong
Kong-based
Conquer

Enterprises
MUMBAI: (APR 21)

HC Foods on Tuesday

said it has completed
the acquisition of Hong
Kong-based Conquer En-
terprises, which will help
strengthen its presence in
key global markets. The
acquisition, through its
wholly owned overseas
subsidiary, NHC Interna-
tional LLC-FZ (Dubai),
is expected to enhance
international trading ca-
pabilities, strengthen its
presence in key global
markets, and diversify its
product portfolio across
high-demand sectors such
as metals, steel, and agro
commodities, a company

statement said.

Raay Neo Pharma Launches with
Focus on Quality, Patient-Centric Care

MUMBAI, APRIL 21, 2026

Rzay Neo Pharma, a next-gen-
ration pharmaceutical com-
pany, has officially unveiled its
operations with the aim to con-
tribute to quality healthcare for all

Indians. Founded using a flexible

and scalable operational frame-

work and supported by more than

five decades of diverse entrepre-
neurial success, Raay Neo Phar-

ma will be introducing its range
of more than 9o formulations in

both acute and specialized thera-
py segments, along with promis-
ing pipeline of novel formulations

under development. Established
by renowned entrepreneur Amit
Patni, who comes from a rich
family legacy behind creating

Patni Computers and businesses
in manufacturing, healthcare in-

frastructure, energy, and finance

sectors, Raay Neo Pharma offers
a unique blend of science, ethics,
and consumer-centricity to In-
dia’s emerging pharmaceutical
landscape. Raay Neo Pharma ca-

ters to a comprehensive range of

therapeutic areas including anti-
biotics, anti-diabetic medication,

gastro-intestinal products, pain &
orthopaedic management, allergy
& respiratory care, cardiac ther-
apy, dermatology, proton pump
inhibitors, among others. It is
committed to providing branded
generic drugs with precise for-
mulations that cater to general
and specific requirements while
being dedicated to their efficien-
cy and safety. With a strong ge-
ographical presence in a densely
populated and highly influential
states like Bihar, Jharkhand, Odi-
sha, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Delhi- NCR, Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka, Telangana & Andhra
Pradesh and Goa among others —
Raay Neo Pharma reaches about
55-60% of the Indian population
bringing essential medicines to
communities. What distinguishes
Raay Neo Pharma is the depth of
experience its leadership brings
from beyond traditional phar-
maceuticals. The promoters and
directors have a background of
more than 50 years of success in
various sectors including finance,
media, information technology,
software, private equity, manu-

RAAY

NEOPHARMA
Lif. Amplifed.

facturing, and energy. All these
experiences have been leveraged
towards effective implementa-
tion, governance, and innovation
within the realm of healthcare.
"As a company, we do not see
pharmaceuticals as any regular
business; instead, we see it as an
endeavour towards sustainable
development and nation building
through healthcare. At Raay Neo
Pharma, we recognize that the
future of healthcare is not only
scientific and operational, but
deeply human in how it informs,
inspires, and empowers the com-
munities it serves. Our commit-
ment extends beyond delivering
medicines—we're building trust,
fostering transparency, and creat-
ing meaningful connections with
every stakeholder in the health-
care ecosystem." commented
Amit Patni, Founder, Raay Neo
Pharma. Raay Neo Pharma oper-

ates on a dynamic business model
that integrates its own branded
formulations with strategic col-
laborations with leading manu-
facturers, enabling broader ac-
cess to innovative therapies while
maintaining rigorous standards
of quality and safety. The com-
pany's agile operating framework
is designed for rapid response
to evolving healthcare needs
while ensuring uncompromising
quality control and sustainable
growth. By leveraging global best
practices, investing in indigenous
research and development, and
building a skilled professional
team, Raay Neo Pharma is estab-
lishing itself as a trusted partner
for clinicians, healthcare provid-
ers, and patients across India.
With one of the fastest-expanding
pharmaceutical portfolios in its
segment and a foundation built
on ethical, patient-first principles,
Raay Neo Pharma is poised to be-
come a defining force in India's
healthcare transformation.
About Raay Neo Pharma
Raay Neo Pharma is a
fast-growing pharmaceutical
company committed to advanc-

ing health through high-quality,
accessible medicines across acute
and specialty therapeutic areas.
With 9o+ products in the mar-
ket and new formulations in the
pipeline, the company combines
its own branded portfolio with
strategic licensing collaborations
to expand access to innovative
therapies. With a strong foot-
print across high-population and
high-impact  regions—covering
55-60% of India's population,

including Bihar, Jharkhand,
Odisha, Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,

Chhattisgarh, Delhi- NCR, Ma-
harashtra, Karnataka, Telangana
, Andhra Pradesh and Goa—Raay
Neo Pharma ensures broad and
meaningful patient reach. Built
on an agile, scalable operating
model designed for speed, un-
compromising quality, and long-
term sustainable growth, the
company is anchored in ethical,
patient-first  healthcare—com-
bining global best practices with
indigenous R&D to consistently
deliver dependable, high-quality
medicines that strengthen India's
healthcare ecosystem.

RBI Cautious Amid Iran War Tensions

NEW DELHI, APRIL 21

he Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) Governor,
Malhotra, on Tuesday said
the central bank is adopting
a cautious “wait-and-watch”
approach amid the ongoing
Middle East crisis, emphasis-
ing the need for policy flexi-
bility in an uncertain global
environment. ""We are there-
fore in wait and watch mode
now.Moreover, we have been
maintaining a neutral stance
for the last few policy cycles. It
preserves the flexibility to re-
spond as the inflation-growth
dynamics evolve," he said.

Sanjay

Governor Malhotra add-
ed, “In uncertain times such
as these, it is important to be
agile and nimble, maintain a
broad policy stance, and avoid
making firm commitments
about the future path of poli-
cy. In such circumstances, our
broad approach has been to
be even more data-dependent
and to continuously reassess
the balance of risks.”

He said the current crisis
impacts India, as West Asia
contributes about one-sixth
of our exports, one-fifth of
our imports, half of our crude
oil imports, two-fifths of our
fertiliser imports, and almost

I
two-fifths of our inward re-
mittances. “The appropriate
monetary policy response to
such a supply shock is to look
through the first-round ef-
fects, to the extent that they
do not feed into second-round
dynamics. Second-round ef-

fects are the real concern.
They can materialise if supply
chain disruptions continue
for long. Then, what began as
a supply shock can become
embedded in the general
price level. Preventing this
entrenchment is where mone-
tary policy has a primary role
to play—through its influence
oninflation expectations rath-
er than through blunt demand
compression,” he added.

He said the second-round
effects of supply shocks are
the real concern, when in-
flation expectations rise due
to prolonged supply disrup-
tions, and preventing such a

situation is the primary role
of monetary policy. The Gov-
ernor further said that the
central bank’s intervention in
the foreign exchange (forex)
market was as warranted and
that it did not commit to an
“indefensible peg”.

“India’s current account
deficit was manageable and
foreign currency exposure
reasonable. The lesson is that,
for a country at India’s stage
of development, the sequenc-
ing of capital account liber-
alisation is not a technicality
— itis a first-order question of
macroeconomic sovereignty,”
he said.

Sensex ends 753 points
higher, Nifty climbs over
24,500; HUL up 4%

bell, Trent Ltd led the Sen-
sex gainers, rising 3.55%. It
was followed by Hindustan
Unilever Ltd, which gained

Benchmark stock
market indices closed
higher on Tuesday,
supported by positive
global cues and robust
Q4 results from India
Inc. FMCG and banking
stocks were the biggest
gainers.

he S&P BSE Sensex
jumped 753.03 points to
close at 79,273.33, while the
NSE Nifty50 gained 211.75
points to end at 24,576.60.
Vinod Nair, Head of Re-
search, Geojit Investments
Limited, said that amid
hopes for progress in Iran—
U.S. peace talks and sup-
portive global cues, India’s
equity markets rebounded
strongly. "FMCG and realty
stocks led the rally, backed
by solid earnings updates,
while banking stocks gained
after the RBI eased forex
restrictions. Small caps out-
performed broader indices,"
he added. After the closing

3.13%. ICICI Bank Ltd
moved up 2.41%, while Bajaj
Finance Ltd added 2.28%.
HDFC Bank Ltd also ended
higher, rising 2.04%.

On the losing side, Bharat
Electronics Ltd saw the
sharpest fall, dropping
1.33%. Titan Company Ltd
declined 0.88%, Reliance
Industries Ltd was down
0.66%, NTPC Ltd slipped
0.45%, and Power Grid Cor-
poration of India Ltd fell
0.39% at the close.

"In the near term, inves-
tors are expected to remain
focused on corporate earn-
ings, which are tracking
in line with expectations,
while monitoring develop-
ments in the U.S.—Iran con-
flict and trends in the rupee
and crude oil prices, where
signals remain positive,"
said Nair.

Telangana Govt invites
Norwegian investment,
proposes joint working group

HYDERABAD, APRIL 21

elangana IT and Indus-

tries Minister D Sridhar
Babu has invited Norwe-
gian companies to invest
in the state, highlighting
vast opportunities in the
life sciences and healthcare
sectors. During a meeting
with a high-level Norwegian
delegation led by Ambassa-
dor May-Elin Stener at the
Dr B R Ambedkar Telanga-
na Secretariat, the minis-
ter emphasised Telangana’s
investor-friendly  policies
and strong ecosystem for
industrial growth. He out-
lined the state’s ‘Ease of Do-
ing Business’ initiatives and
the conducive environment
for setting up industries,
an official statement said
on Tuesday. Sridhar Babu
noted that Telangana offers
significant scope for collab-
oration in emerging sectors
such as artificial intelli-
gence, climate technology,
health tech, cybersecurity,
green hydrogen, electric
mobility, clean energy, bio-
tech, and medical devices.
He proposed the creation
of a dedicated ‘Telangana—

Norway Working Group’ to
prepare a comprehensive

roadmap for strengthen-
ing bilateral cooperation.
Praising Norway’s global
leadership in clean energy,
sustainable infrastructure,
and innovation-driven in-
dustries, the minister said
partnerships in these areas
could yield mutual bene-
fits. Ambassador May-Elin
Stener expressed readiness
to collaborate with Telanga-
na and said steps would be
taken to further strengthen
ties, including setting up the
proposed working group.
The meeting was attended
by senior Norwegian offi-
cials, including Innovation
Norway Head Bjorn Iversen,
First Secretary Silje Kristine
Andersen, and Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Director Siri
Veseth Melling.

John Ternus set to
become new CEQ of Apple

NEW DELHI, APR 21

John Ternus, Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Hardware Engineer-
ing at Apple, is set to become the
new chief executive officer (CEO)
of the company on September 1,
2026, an Apple blog said here on
Tuesday. Apple's current CEO,
Tim Cook, will become Execu-
tive Chairman of Apple's Board
of Directors. This transition
was approved unanimously by
the Board of Directors follow-
ing a thoughtful and long-term
succession planning process.
To ensure a smooth transition,
Cook will continue to remain
CEO this summer. On his ap-
pointment as CEO, John Ternus
said, "I am profoundly grateful
for this opportunity to carry Ap-
ple's mission forward. Having
spent almost my entire career at
Apple, I have been lucky to work
under Steve Jobs and to have had
Tim Cook as my mentor." "It has
been a privilege to help shape the
product and experiences that
have changed so much of how
we interact with the world and
with one another," Ternus add-
ed. Sharing his experiences as
Apple's CEO for many years, Tim
Cook said," It has been the great-
est privilege of my life to be the

CEO of Apple and to have been
trusted to lead such an extraordi-
nary company. I love Apple with
all of my being, and I am so grate-
ful to have had the opportunity
to work with the team of such
ingenious, innovative, creative
and deeply caring people who
have been unwavering in their
dedication to enriching the lives
of our customers and creating
the best products and services
in the world." Under Tim Cook's
leadership, the company reduced
its carbon footprint by more than
60pc below 2015 levels during a
period in which revenue doubled.
Ternus joined Apple's product
design team in 2001 and rose
to the post of Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Hardware Engineering in
2013. During his tenure, Ternus
contributed a lot to releasing Ap-
ple's different product lines, like
iPad and AirPods.

The stock closed at
$273.05, up $2.82 or
1.04%, reflecting a
measured but positive

to the unexpected lead-
ership change as John
Ternus steps up to lead
Apple. Tim Cook leaves
behind a $4 trillion
market cap legacy after
15 years at helm.

reaction from investors

hares of Apple ended high-

er on Monday after the
company announced that Tim
Cook will step down as chief
executive and be replaced by
longtime insider John Ternus.
The stock closed at $273.05,
up $2.82 or 1.04%, reflecting
a measured but positive reac-
tion from investors to the un-
expected leadership change.
The gains suggest that mar-
kets are viewing the transi-
tion as stable, given that Ap-
ple has once again chosen an
internal candidate to lead the
company. Apple said Ternus,
currently its hardware chief,
will take over as CEO from
September 1, while Cook will
move into the role of execu-
tive chairman. The decision

came as a surprise to Wall

Street, raising immediate
que stions about whether
the new leadership can sus-
tain Apple’s growth trajecto-
ry. Despite the uncertainty,
the stock’s rise indicates in-
vestor confidence in Apple’s
succession planning and its
ability to maintain continuity
at the top.

TERNUS TAKES
CHARGE AT A CRUCIAL
TIME

Ternus, who joined Apple
in 2001, has been a key figure
behind the company’s core
products, including Macs, iP-
ads and AirPods. He has also
been credited with helping
revive the Mac business and
sharpening Apple’s product

lineup with both premium
and more affordable offer-
ings. His appointment comes
at a critical moment for Ap-
ple, which is facing increasing
pressure in artificial intel-
ligence and semiconductor
innovation. The company re-
cently lost its position as the
world’s most valuable firm to
chipmaker Nvidia, as inves-
tors grow concerned about its
pace in Al development.

AI PUSH TO DEFINE

NEXT PHASE

One of the biggest chal-
lenges for Ternus will be inte-
grating artificial intelligence
more deeply into Apple’s
ecosystem, especially the iP-
hone, widely regarded as the
most successful consumer
product globally. Earlier this
year, Apple partnered with
Google to bring its Gemini
AI model into Siri, signalling
a push to strengthen its ca-
pabilities in the fast-evolving
AI space. Analysts expect Ap
ple under Ternus to acceler-
ate work on new categories
such as Al-powered devices,
smart wearables and poten-
tially foldable hardware, as it
looks to regain momentum in

Apple shares rise 1% after Tim Cook
exit, John Ternus named CEQ

next-generation technologies.

COOK ERA LEAVES A
MASSIVE LEGACY

Cook’s exit marks the end
of a 15-year tenure that trans-
formed Apple into a global
powerhouse. When he took
over from Steve Jobs in 2011,
Apple’s market value stood at
around $350 billion. Under
his leadership, it surged to
nearly $4 trillion. Revenue
also saw a sharp rise, growing
from $108 billion in 2011 to
over $416 billion in 2025. Ap-
ple expanded its retail foot-
print to more than 500 stores
globally and built an installed
base of over 2.5 billion devic-
es. The modest rise in Apple
shares suggests that investors
are not alarmed by the lead-
ership change, but are taking
a wait-and-watch approach.
While the internal transition
provides stability, the real
test for the stock will depend
on how quickly the company
can deliver on innovation,
particularly in artificial intel-
ligence. For now, the market
response indicates cautious
optimism as Apple prepares
for its next chapter under
John Ternus.

US begins USD 166 billion tarift
refunds, Indian exporters left
without direct cla1m route

NEW DELHI, APR 21

e United States govern-
ment has initiated the
long-awaited process of refund-
ing billions of dollars in tariffs
after the Supreme Court of
the United States struck down
duties imposed by President
Donald Trump earlier this
year. While the move unlocks
an estimated USD 166 billion
in refunds, Indian exporters
impacted by the tariff regime
are unlikely to benefit directly.
According to the Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI),
Indian exporters do not have
a legal mechanism to claim re-
funds from US authorities. The
refunded duties are payable only
to US-based importers who had
originally borne the tariff bur-
den at the time of entry. GTRI
has advised Indian exporters
to proactively engage with their
American buyers to negotiate a
share of the refunded amounts.
“The refunds will flow only to
US importers, making commer-
cial negotiations critical for ex-
porters seeking compensation,”
the think tank noted. The tariffs,
introduced on April 2, 2025,
targeted multiple countries, in-

cluding Indla, and significantly
impacted outbound shipments.
Of the total USD 166 billion eli-
gible for refunds, nearly USD 12
billion is estimated to be linked
to imports of Indian-origin
goods. Tariffs on Indian exports
began at 10 per cent and were
subsequently raised in phases—
touching 25 pc by August 7 and
escalating further to 50 pc by
August 28, where they remained
until early February 2026. The
sweeping tariff framework was
eventually invalidated by the US
Supreme Court on February 20,
rendering the duties legally void.
The refund process, however,
comes with procedural con-
straints. As per reports, US im-
porters must file detailed claims
through an online system, in-
cluding shipment-level data,
tariff classifications and proof of

duty payments.
L] |
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Bengaluru Farm Grows
25,000 Mango Trees
with Drones & Al

At this farm in Bengaluru, a unique confluence of tradition

and technology is reshaping the contours of mango cultivation.
Here lies MangoMaze — a thriving orchard of 25,000 mango
trees, where mangoes are being grown using drones, drip irri-
gation systems, and sensors to manage resources precisely. The
Al-driven drones quietly hum across the canopy, collecting vi-
tal data on tree health and pest presence. These flying marvels
send real-time imagery and analytics back to the farm’s nerve
centre, where adjustments in care can be curated with preci-
sion. Drip irrigation systems reduce water use by a remarkable

grown in India.

70 percent by using technology to target specific needs rather
than blanket irrigation, ensuring that every droplet counts

in nurturing the luscious Ratnagiri Alphonso mangoes to
perfection. This minimises wastage and ensures that each tree
receives the necessary nourishment. Interestingly, this method
intensively plants 1,450 trees per acre — 15 times the tradi-
tional amount. Behind this is the quantum density farming
technique employed by Suraj Panigrahy. We sat down with him
to learn how this technique can redefine the way mangoes are

Why Europe has all the fun

A BITS Pilani alumnus, Suraj worked for
about two decades in the corporate sector at
companies like Wipro, Nokia, and Make My
Trip, before embarking on this unique jour-
ney that takes him back to his roots. With
his father serving in the Indian Navy, Suraj's
formative years were spent across various
parts of India, unknowingly sowing the seeds
of a global perspective. His professional stints
took him across continents, from the US to
Europe, where he absorbed diverse agricul-
tural practices, notably grapevine farming in
Europe.

During his time working with an agritech
startup focused on the vineyards and wine
industry, Suraj was exposed to a fusion of
advanced analytics and farming methods
across various European countries, includ-
ing Austria, Italy, Germany, and France.
This exposure introduced him to the high
efficiency and market sophistication of the
European grape cultivation methods. “Those
grapevines flourished in tight proximity, each
precisely nurtured with an exact mix of nutri-
ents and care. I was impressed by how these
practices elevated the humble grape into a
celebrated commodity within the glorified
wine industry,” he shares. “What if Indian
mangoes could be cultivated with the same
precision?” he pondered. Recognising the
scalable model and potential for replication,
Suraj began to envision similar possibilities
for Indian crops, particularly the globally rec-
ognised Alphonso mango. Thus, the concept
of MangoMaze took root.

The science behind the sweetness

Suraj began transforming his vision into
reality by acquiring a 15-acre plot of barren
land in Bengaluru. In 2018, he began setting
up the infrastructure and planting the sap-
lings, and formally launched MangoMaze in

2021. Through his efforts, Suraj has adopted
advanced technologies such as drones and
IoT-driven drip irrigation systems to opti-
mise resource efficiency. In stark contrast to
conventional methods, where 50 to 80 mango
trees spread languidly across an acre, Suraj’s
farm boasts a bustling orchard with 25,000
trees on 15 acres. The strategy hinges on pre-
cision: trees are planted just three feet apart,
with seven feet between rows. “The strategic
planting involves positioning trees three feet
apart with a seven-foot gap between rows.
This allows us to maximise yield by planting
1,450 trees per acre, at least 15 times denser
than traditional farming. This significantly
boosts the yield up to seven times. We es-
timate a production of about 40 tonnes of
mangoes this season. So far in 2025 alone,
we have sold over 50,000 boxes of Alphonso
mangoes,” he explains. Behind maintaining
such density without overcrowding lies the
real magic in the farm’s orchestration of ad-
vanced technology — a symphonic harmony
of artificial intelligence, drones, and sensors.
Prashant Patalay, who leads the innovative
tech vision behind MangoMaze’s AI-pow-
ered platform for farm digitisation, shares,
“By utilising IoT sensors, satellite imagery,
and AI dashboards, we diligently monitor
soil health, irrigation, and pest activity. Our
cutting-edge tools include precision irrigation
systems, microclimate sensors, solar weather
stations, and Al yield prediction models.” The
use of Al-driven drones and advanced soil
and plant health monitoring systems ensures
no need is overlooked. Drones elegantly glide
over the orchard, analysing crop health and
guiding interventions. Drip irrigation sys-
tems precisely regulate water use, whereas
sensors monitor soil nutrients, ensuring each
tree receives tailored nutrition. The tradition-
al method relies heavily on natural rainfall or
flood irrigation, which can lead to inefficient
water usage. Pest control often involves the

use of chemical pesticides that can affect the
soil health and plant quality over time.

This intelligent use of data to inform plant-
ing, fertigation, and harvesting schedules
leads to enhanced productivity and quality.
Prashant, the chief technology officer, re-
iterates, “The benefits of this setup include
higher crop yields, reduced water usage, im-
proved disease control, and consistent fruit
quality. The data-driven approach optimises
yield density per acre while minimising in-
puts. Crucially, it empowers farmers with da-
ta-driven decision-making, export readiness,
and enhanced market access through our dig-
ital ecosystem.” By integrating these learned
practices, MangoMaze redefined traditional
Indian mango farming methods, channeling
the same strategic vision he saw in Europe
into the development of India’s first Quantum
Density Mango Farm. Suraj, who is current-
ly based out of Barcelona, manages the farm
with the help of local labourers and farmers,
who have been engaged through their smart
farm management systems software.

‘Why shouldn’t Alphonso stand in equal
to Europe’s finest wines?’

Suraj’s ambition stretches beyond cultiva-
tion; he aims to reposition Indian mangoes
in the global market. “Why shouldn’t the Al-
phonso stand on equal footing with Europe’s
finest wines?” he questions. Indeed, despite
being the largest mango producer, India ex-
ports only a fraction of its fruits. Due to less
intensive agronomic practices, Suraj says,
the yield in traditional farms is relatively
lower. “The quality and consistency of man-
goes might vary, affecting the marketability
on a global scale. Only about 10-12 percent
of Indian mangoes are exported due to these
quality constraints. A significant barrier has
been inconsistent quality; MangoMaze seeks
to change that narrative through standardi-
sation.

POINT

Hidden Helpers

Plant Microbiomes Boost Climate Resilience

In the shadow of a rapidly warming planet, the
quest for agricultural sustainability has often
focused on the visible: the genetic modification of
seeds, the precision of chemical fertilizers, and the
engineering of massive irrigation systems. Howev-
er, a profound biological revolution is taking place
beneath the soil surface, centered on a hidden
world that has existed for hundreds of millions of
years. This is the realm of the plant microbiome—a
complex, invisible community of bacteria, fungi,

viruses, and archaea that colonize every part of a
plant, from its deepest roots to its highest leaves.
Much like the human gut microbiome dictates our
health and immunity, the plant microbiome acts as
an externalized digestive and immune system. As
the climate crisis intensifies, characterized by pro-
longed droughts, saline soils, and unprecedented
heat waves, these microbial partners are emerging
as the most potent tools in our arsenal for building
climate-resilience in the crops that feed the world.

The Holobiont: Plants and

Microbes as One System
To understand the power

of the plant microbiome, one
must first appreciate the "holo-
biont" concept, which posits
that a plant and its associated
microbes are not separate en-
tities but a single, integrated
evolutionary unit. In the rhizos-
phere—the narrow zone of soil
surrounding a plant's roots—a
sophisticated chemical dialogue
occurs. Plants expend up to 40%
of the carbon they fix through
photosynthesis to secrete "ex-
udates," a cocktail of sugars,
organic acids, and proteins.
This is not a wasteful leak; it is
a calculated investment. These
exudates serve as a calling card,
recruiting specific beneficial mi-
crobes that can perform tasks
the plant cannot do alone. In
exchange for carbon, these mi-
crobes unlock essential nutri-
ents like phosphorus, fix atmos-
pheric nitrogen, and produce
growth-stimulating hormones.
In the context of climate change,
this partnership shifts from a
mere nutritional exchange to a
critical survival strategy.

Microbial Defense Against
Drought Stress

These microbes produce ACC
deaminase, an enzyme that
lowers the levels of ethylene—a
stress hormone that normal-
ly inhibits root growth during
drought. By suppressing this
"panic signal," microbes allow
the plant to continue developing
its root system, reaching deeper
into the soil to tap into dwin-
dling water reserves.

Fungal Networks: Extending
the Plant's Reach

Furthermore, many fungi,
particularly Arbuscular Myc-
orrhizal Fungi (AMF), extend
long, thread-like structures
called hyphae far beyond the
reach of the roots. These hyphae
act as a secondary plumbing
system, transporting water and
minerals back to the host plant
from pores in the soil that are
too small for even the finest root
hairs to penetrate.

Induced Systemic Tol-
erance: Internal Stress

Protection

One of the most immediate
threats posed by climate change
is water scarcity. Drought stress
triggers a cascade of physiolog-
ical damage in plants, leading
to reduced growth and even-
tual death. However, certain
drought-tolerant microbes,
such as those in the genera
Pseudomonas and Bacillus,
provide a biological safety net.

Beyond physical water ac-
quisition, the microbiome fa-
cilitates a process known as
Induced Systemic Tolerance
(IST). When a plant is colonised
by beneficial microbes, its in-
ternal chemistry undergoes a
fundamental shift. Microbes
can trigger the accumulation of
osmoprotectants—solutes like
proline and glycine betaine—
that help plant cells retain water
and maintain structural integ-
rity under high temperatures.
They also bolster the plant’s an-
tioxidant defense systems, neu-
tralizing reactive oxygen species

(ROS) that typically damage
cells during heat stress.

Microbial Solutions to
Soil Salinity

As sea levels rise and erratic
rainfall patterns increase soil
salinity, microbes play a vital
rolein stress mitigation. Salt-tol-
erant bacteria help plants main-
tain ion balance by regulating
sodium levels, either storing
excess salt in roots or pushing it
back into the soil. This protects
the plant’s photosynthetic sys-
tem and allows crops to survive
in degraded soils.

Microbial Engineering and
Synthetic Communities

The emerging field of micro-
bial engineering aims to restore
balance through "synthetic
communities" (SynComs)—
carefully designed groups of
microbes that enhance specific
plant traits like drought or salt
tolerance. These are more stable
and effective than traditional
microbial applications.

Microbiome and Carbon
Sequestration

A healthy microbiome also
contributes to climate mitiga-
tion. Microbes, especially fun-
gi, help trap carbon in the soil
through substances like gloma-
lin, improving soil structure and
preventing carbon release into
the atmosphere.

Challenges in Real-World
Application

Despite its promise, micro-
biome-based agriculture faces
challenges. Soil conditions vary

Natural Protection
Against Pests and
Diseases

The microbiome also acts as
the plant’s first line of defense
against pests and pathogens.
Beneficial microbes produce
natural antibiotics and anti-
fungal compounds. They can
also trigger Induced Systemic
Resistance (ISR), effectively
preparing the plant’s immune
system to respond faster and
stronger to future attacks.

Rethinking Agriculture:
Beyond the Green
Revolution

Harnessing microbial pow-
er requires a shift from the
traditional Green Revolution
approach, which relied heavily
on chemical inputs and mono-
cultures. Over time, such prac-
tices have reduced soil micro-
bial diversity, weakening plant
resilience.

widely, making it difficult to ap-
ply a one-size-fits-all solution.
Additionally, regulatory frame-
works and delivery systems
for microbial products are still
evolving.

Conclusion: Embracing
Invisible Allies

Ultimately, plant micro-
biomes offer a powerful,
nature-based solution to climate
challenges. By working with
these invisible allies, agriculture
can become more resilient, sus-
tainable, and capable of feeding
a growing global population in
an uncertain future.

For decades, the sprawling cotton
fields of India have been both a
source of national pride and a
theater of persistent agrarian
struggle. As the world’s largest
producer of cotton, India sustains
millions of livelihoods through
this "White Gold." However, de-
spite the massive acreage dedi-
cated to the crop, India’s average
productivity has historically
lagged behind global benchmarks.
The conventional cultivation mod-
el, characterized by widely spaced
plants and a heavy reliance on Bt
hybrid seeds, has hit a plateau,
further threatened by erratic mon-
soons and evolving pest pressures
like the Pink Bollworm. Enter the
High-Density Planting System
(HDPS)—a transformative agro-
nomic shift that promises to break
this cycle of stagnation by reimag-
ining the very architecture of the
cotton farm.

he traditional Indian cotton model is

built on "low-density" logic. Farmers
typically plant roughly 5,000 to 7,000
plants per acre, allowing each hybrid
plant to grow large and bushy. While this
worked for a time, it created significant
vulnerabilities. Large, spreading plants
take longer to mature, leaving them ex-
posed to late-season pests and moisture
stress. In contrast, HDPS turns this phi-
losophy on its head. By utilizing compact,
short-duration varieties and planting
them much closer together, farmers can
increase plant populations to anywhere

between 25,000 and 30,000 plants per
acre. This is not merely about crowding
more seeds into the soil; it is a sophis-
ticated system of resource optimization
that synchronizes plant growth with en-
vironmental availability.

At the heart of the HDPS transfor-
mation is the transition from hybrids
to straight-line varieties. In the conven-
tional system, expensive hybrid seeds
are a major recurring cost for farmers.
HDPS favors varieties that are genet-
ically predisposed to be "compact"—
plants that grow vertically with shorter
branches. These varieties have a shorter
phenological cycle, maturing in about
150 to 160 days compared to the 180
to 210 days required by traditional hy-
brids. This condensed timeframe is a
game-changer for climate resilience. By
maturing earlier, the crop often escapes
the peak infestation period of the Pink
Bollworm, which typically intensifies
late in the season. Furthermore, in rain-
fed regions like Vidarbha and Telangana,
an early-maturing crop can be harvested
before the soil moisture completely de-
pletes following the withdrawal of the
monsoon.

The economic implications of HDPS
are profound. While the initial seed
requirement is higher due to the in-
creased density, the use of non-hybrid,
straight-line varieties can actually lower
the overall cost of cultivation over time.
More importantly, the concentrated
"boll-setting" in HDPS leads to a more
uniform harvest. In traditional systems,
bolls at the bottom of the plant mature
much earlier than those at the top, lead-

)

' HDPS Tra
India’s ‘White Gold’
Cotton Farming

ing to multiple pickings and inconsistent
fiber quality. In a high-density setup, the
majority of bolls mature simultaneously.
This synchronized bursting not only im-
proves the efficiency of manual labor but
also paves the way for the eventual in-
troduction of mechanical harvesters—a
necessity as agricultural labor becomes
increasingly scarce and expensive in ru-
ral India.

However, implementing HDPS is not
as simple as changing the spacing on a
seed drill; it requires a holistic manage-
ment approach. Canopy management is
critical. Because the plants are so close
together, there is a risk of excessive veg-
etative growth, which can lead to poor
aeration and increased humidity with-
in the crop rows—conditions that invite
sucking pests and boll rot. To counter

this, HDPS relies on the strategic use
of growth regulators, such as Mepiquat
Chloride. These chemical "brakes" pre-
vent the plants from becoming too tall
and leafy, instead forcing the plant to di-
vert its energy into reproductive growth,
namely the cotton bolls. This precision
ensures that the "fruiting zone" is opti-
mized for maximum yield per unit area.

The role of technology and mechani-
zation in the success of HDPS cannot be
overstated. For the system to be viable
at scale, precision sowing is essential.
Traditional manual dibbling is too slow
and imprecise for the high seed rates
required by HDPS. Pneumatic planters
and tractor-drawn seed drills are now
being adapted to ensure uniform depth
and spacing, which is vital for a synchro-
nized crop stand. Moreover, because
HDPS creates a more structured field
environment, it allows for more efficient
application of fertilizers and pesticides.
Instead of broad-spectrum spraying,
farmers can utilize narrow-boom spray-
ers or even drone technology to target the
crop more effectively, reducing chemical
runoff and environmental impact.

Soil health and nutrient management
also take on a new dimension under
HDPS. With five times the number of
plants per acre, the demand for nutri-
ents like nitrogen, phosphorus, and
potassium is concentrated in a shorter
window. This necessitates a move to-
ward "spoon-feeding" the crop through
fertigation or split applications of fer-
tilizer. While this requires more active
management, it results in higher nu-
trient-use efficiency. The dense canopy

also serves as a natural mulch, shading
the soil more quickly than widely spaced
crops. This "early ground cover" reduc-
es soil evaporation and suppresses weed
growth, which is one of the most signifi-
cant hidden costs in cotton farming.

Despite the clear benefits, the tran-
sition to HDPS in India faces several
hurdles. The most significant is the
mindset shift required from the farming
community. For generations, a "good"
cotton plant was seen as a large, tree-
like bush laden with bolls. Persuading
farmers that a field of smaller, "thinner"
plants can actually yield more requires
intensive extension work and successful
demonstration plots. Furthermore, the
availability of high-quality, compact va-
rieties suited for different agro-climatic
zones is still catching up with the de-
mand. Public research institutions and
private seed companies must collaborate
to fast-track the breeding of varieties
that are not only compact but also carry
the necessary resistance to local pests
and diseases.

The government’s role is equally pivot-
al. Policies that incentivize the adoption
of HDPS—such as subsidies for special-
ized sowing machinery or the promotion
of compact varieties through the Nation-
al Food Security Mission—can accelerate
the shift. In states like Maharashtra and
Karnataka, pilot projects have already
shown that HDPS can increase yields by
20% to 30% while reducing the duration
of the crop. These success stories need to
be scaled up through a "hub-and-spoke"
model where lead farmers act as ambas-

sadors for the technology.
L] |
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Abhishek’s century

with 47-ru

powers SRH to third spot
n win over DG

HYDERABAD

Opener Abhishek Sharma scored an
impressive unbeaten 135 from 68 balls
as Sunrisers Hyderabad reached 242
for 2 and secured a 47-run victory over
Delhi Capitals in Match 31 of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2026 at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Cricket Stadium
in Hyderabad on Monday.

The left-hander's innings was a
lesson in controlled aggression. He
reached his fifty in just 25 balls and
got his ninth T20 hundred in 47 balls,
pacing the innings well before launch-
ing a fierce attack. By the 15-over mark,
he moved ahead of Heinrich Klaasen in
the Orange Cap race, highlighting his
dominance this season.

SRH started their innings steadily
but quickly gained momentum. Del-
hi briefly regained some control with
Nitish Rana's offspin during the Pow-
er-play, allowing just six runs while
SRH scored 15 for no loss after two
overs. However, the strategy backfired
once the batters found their rhythm.
When Rana returned after SRH
reached 36 for no loss in four overs,

he was taken apart in a 20-run over
with three sixes, pushing the score to
56 without loss. Abhishek led the way,
scoring 21 off 12 and dominating the
attack along with Travis Head. The
two put together another smooth part-
nership in the Power-play, taking SRH
to 67 for no loss. The final ball of this
phase marked the team's 7oth six of the
season, surpassing Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s total of 69.

Head, who began cautiously, accel-

erated to 37 off 26 before getting out at
97 for 1 in 8.5 overs. He mishit a long
hop from Axar Patel to deep midwick-
et after hitting two sixes in the over.
However, this breakthrough did not
slow SRH. Ishan Kishan added a quick
25 off 13 before being run out at the
non-striker’s end, bringing Klaasen to
the crease at a key moment. The South
African finished the innings with a
powerful 37 off just 13 balls, helping
SRH easily exceed the 240-mark.

In the middle overs, Kuldeep Yadav
struggled as SRH raced to 126 for 1 in
11 overs, with Abhishek and Kishan
attacking aggressively. Even though
conditions looked perfect for reverse
swing on a dry pitch, Delhi’s seamers,
including Mukesh Kumar, could not
find any movement, allowing SRH to
take control.

Delhi’s chase, though spirited, faced
the challenge of a huge target. They
fought hard and had moments of resis-
tance, but early mistakes in the field—
dropped catches, a missed run-out, and
poor bowling changes—proved cost-
ly. With spinners Axar and Kuldeep
bowling only two overs each and Rana
conceding 55 runs in his four overs, DC
struggled to take control. Nitish Rana,
brought into the playing XI for this
match, top-scored with 57 while Sa-
meer Rizvi contributed 41 runs but in
the end that proved insufficient.

The defeat leaves Delhi regretting
missed chances, while SRH, fueled by
Abhishek's outstanding century, cel-
ebrated their third straight win and
climbed to third on the points table,
overtaking the Rajasthan Royals.

1]

Boost for Mumbai Indians as Will
Jacks joins squad ahead of CSK clash

MUMBAI,

Ahead of their key clash with
fellow five-time champions
Chennai Super Kings, the
Mumbai Indians got some good
news as England all-rounder
Will Jacks joined the squad
and attended an optional train-
ing session at the Wankhede
Stadium on Tuesday.

The Mumbai Indians on
Tuesday put up a post through
their social media handles ex-
plaining that Will Jacks has
joined the squad after seek-
ing an exemption for personal
reasons. Jacks missed the first
six matches of the season as he
requested a "slightly extend-
ed time [off] for personal rea-
sons.”

"Bas! No more “Where is?”
“Kidhar hai?” “Joining when?”
comments! Mumbai Indians
wrote in a social media post,
which was accompanied by
a video showing Jacks in the
Wankhede Stadium stands.

Later, Jacks, a Dbatting
all-rounder who bowls spin,
also participated in an option-
al training session organised
by the team ahead of their
upcoming clash with Chennai
Super Kings at the Wankhede

Stadium in Mumbai.

Mumbai Indians have fi-
nally won their second match
of the Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026 on Monday night,
handing the Gujarat Titans a
massive 99-run defeat at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad.

The win took them to the
seventh position in the points
table, joining Gujarat Titans
and Chennai Super Kings on
four points from six match-
es. However, they are placed
ahead of GT and CSK thanks to
a better Net Run Rate.

Victory against CSK will

catapult them higher into the
points table and propel them
towards a spot in the playoffs.

Mumbai Indians had won
their opening match against
Kolkata Knight Riders at the
Wankhede before suffering
four successive defeats. They
have struggled with their bowl-
ing as space spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah had failed to claim a
wicket in the first five matches.
The win against GT has revived
their hopes of making it to the
next stage of IPL 2026 for a
second successive year after
losing to Punjab Kings in Qual-
ifier 2 last year.

‘Always special to perform in front of
the orange army’, says Abhishek Sharma

HYDERABAD

Sunrisers Hyderabad open-
er Abhishek Sharma credited
clarity of role and support from
teammates for his match-de-
fining hundred, saying per-
forming in front of the 'Orange
Army' made the effort even
more special.

Hyderabad rode on a sensa-
tional, controlled assault from
Abhishek, whose blistering yet
calculated century powered
them to a commanding 242/2
in 20 overs against Delhi Cap-
itals in the 31st match of the
Indian Premier League (IPL)
2026 at the Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Cricket Stadium.

The left-handed southpaw
struck 135 off 68 including ten
sixes and as many boundaries.
Abhishek underlined the sig-
nificance of delivering at home,
while also acknowledging the

opposition’s execution at the
death. “I mean of course it's
always special to perform in
front of the orange army. The
way they bowled in the death
overs, I thought they were ex-
ecuting their plans. I think I
haven't practiced death batting
much. But the way (Heinrich)
Klaasen played, it helped us get
to that total."

The left-hander revealed

that Klaasen played a key role
in helping him stay composed
when he began forcing the
pace. "He just wanted me to
maintain the shape. I was try-
ing too hard to find the bound-
ary. That was because I don't
play much in the death overs.
I just wanted to give him the
strike because we know how
dangerous he can be in the
death overs."
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Rugby 7s, Maharashtra finish runners-up

RAJGIR

Haryana were crowned cham-
pions in the men’s category of
the 13th Senior National Rugby
Sevens after a hard-fought 17-12
victory over Maharashtra in the
final at the State Sports Com-
plex, here on Tuesday.

The final lived up to expecta-
tions as a closely contested en-
counter, with both teams show-
casing high-intensity rugby.
Haryana held their nerve in key
moments to edge past Maha-
rashtra, reclaiming the national
title after finishing runners-up
last year. Earlier in the day,
West Bengal secured the bronze
medal with a 26-5 win over Ra-
jasthan in the 3rd place playoff,
delivering a composed perfor-
mance to finish on the podium
once again.

The knockout stage began
with the Pre-Quarterfinals
on Day 1, where teams battled
through high-pressure encoun-
ters to secure their place in the
last eight. The Quarterfinals saw
a mix of dominant performanc-
es and closely fought matches,
with Maharashtra, West Ben-
gal, Haryana, and Rajasthan

advancing to the semi-finals.

In the semi-finals, Maharash-
tra ended West Bengal's title de-
fence with a 36-5 victory, while
Haryana defeated Rajasthan
38-0, setting up a repeat of the
2021 final between two of the
most consistent teams in this
year’s competition.

The final was a closely con-
tested encounter, with Haryana
taking an early lead through
Neeraj Khatri. Maharashtra
responded through Sunil Cha-
wan, but Mohit Khatri restored
Haryana’s advantage soon after.
A crucial try by Ajay Deswal,
followed by a conversion from
Deepak Kumar Punia, extend-
ed Haryana’s lead heading into
the closing stages. Maharash-
tra fought back with a try from
Prashant Singh, along with a
conversion by Shridhar Nigade,
to close the gap. Despite the late
surge, Haryana held their com-
posure in the final moments to
secure a 17-12 victory and re-
claim the national title.

Rahul Bose, President, Rug-
by India, said, “The Senior Na-
tional Rugby 7s Championship
2026 was a clear indicator of
how the sport has progressed in

the country. Players are faster,
stronger, and fitter. They have
greater skill on the run, defences
are more technical and fearless,
and almost every team has real-
ised the importance of playing
to a structure. Congratulations
to Haryana on a well-deserved
title in the Men’s category, and
to Odisha for their outstanding
victory in the Women’s compe-
tition. My compliments to all
the players for being excellent
ambassadors of the sport, both
on and off the field.”

Individually, Rajan Rawat of
Rajasthan finished as the top
scorer of the tournament with
an impressive 76 points (eight
tries and 18 conversions). Ma-
harashtra’s Shridhar Nigade
followed with 59 points, while
West Bengal's Karan Rajbhar
secured third place with 55
points, underlining the attack-
ing quality on display through-
out the competition.

With the conclusion of the
men’s competition, the 13th edi-
tion of the Senior National Rug-
by Sevens Championship comes
to a close, marking another suc-
cessful chapter in the growth of
rugby in India.

ISL 2026: Chennaiyin
FCheld to a draw
by Mohammedan

SC at home

CHENNALI: Chennaiyin FC
were forced to settle for a goal-
less draw against Moham-
medan SC at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium on Tuesday,
despite controlling large spells
of the contest and creating the
better chances.

The Marina Machans
showed attacking intent
throughout but were unable to
find the decisive breakthrough
in front of home support.

Head coach Clifford Rayes
Miranda handed Klusner Perei-
ra his first start of the Indian
Super League (ISL). Further
ahead, Maheson Singh and Im-
ran Khan returned to the start-
ing eleven, while Irfan Yadwad
joined Daniel Chima Chukwu
in attack.

Chennaiyin began on the
front foot, looking to build on
their previous victory with
early attacking intent.

Venus Williams loses 10 matches in a
row with defeat at the Madrid Open

MADRID

Former World No.1 Venus Williams's
struggles continued on her return to
the circuit as the veteran American star,
who has won seven Grand Slam titles in
her career, lost her 10th singles match in
arow at the Madrid Open on Tuesday.

The 45-year-old Williams lost her
6-2, 6-4 to Kaitlin Quevedo in the first
round at the Madrid Open and became
the first former number one to lose 10
matches in a row since the rankings
were first published in 1975.

According to the WTA Tour records,
the veteran last won a match in July
2025 when she defeated fellow Ameri-
can Peyton Stearns at the Washington
Open. The American star has won the
Wimbledon title five times, triumphing
on the hallowed grass courts in 2000,
2001, 2005, 2007, and 2008.

Besides that, she won the U.S. Open
in 2000 and 2001. She holds the re-
cord for most appearances at a Grand

Slam, with this year's Australian Open
her g5th tournament. The 20-year-old
Quevedo of Spain is ranked 140 in the
world and was playing in her first WTS
1000 match.

The wildcard came from 3-0 down
in the second set to defeat 2010 finalist
Williams, who had won six of her eight
Grand Slam titles before her opponent

was born. Williams was granted a wild
card entry into this year’s Indian Wells
tournament, organisers confirmed. The
45-year-old American is scheduled to
compete in doubles, too, at the presti-
gious event in the Southern California
desert.

Meanwhile, fresh off a Sunshine Dou-
ble sweep and Miami Open title defense,
World. No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka will now
begin her clay-court season eyeing to
defend her 2025 Madrid crown. The
Spanish capital has been a historical-
ly successful city for Sabalenka, who’s
reached the final four out of the past five
editions with three championships in
2021, 2023 and 2025. She dropped only
one set all tournament last year.

"I'm always excited to come back to
Madrid to feel the atmosphere in the
stadium and I think that's the key,"
Sabalenka said during Tuesday's me-
dia day. "And the food is incredible. So
that's all I care [about]. Support and
food,” Sabalenka laughed.

NEW DELHI

Italian star Jannik Sinner has made it
clear that the Madrid Open is an im-
portant part of his clay-court season,
but his main focus is on performing
well at Roland Garros as he aims for a
career Grand Slam.

The world number one arrives in
Madrid after a significant break-
through on clay. He recently defeated
Carlos Alcaraz in straight sets to win
the Monte Carlo Masters. However,
Sinner admitted that he hasnt had
the best results in the Spanish capi-
tal.

“I never played very well here, so
let’s see how it goes this year,” Sinner
said ahead of the tournament. “I'm
trying to improve as a player, and this
might be one of the toughest chal-
lenges because of certain factors like
altitude and wind.”

Even though he is one of the favou-
rites and is aiming for a fifth consecu-
tive Masters title, Sinner emphasized
that his larger goal is in Paris. “The
most important is Roland Garros,” he
said. “We try to be in the best shape
possible there, but I'm here to do my

best, and then we’ll see how it goes.”
Sinner's motivation is heightened
by last year’s disappointment at Ro-
land Garros, where he lost a dramatic
final to Alcaraz despite having three
championship points. The 24-year-
old has another chance to complete

his Grand Slam collection, as the
French Open is the only major title
he still needs. The Madrid Open will
miss two of tennis’s biggest stars,
with Alcaraz out due to a wrist injury
and Novak Djokovic also absent. Sin-
ner acknowledged that their absence
creates a void.

“It’s a very big pity not to have Al-
caraz here and also Novak, the two
biggest stars in tennis,” he said. “We
have shared many tournaments since
last year, but in my mind, I also know
that if I want to play against Carlos,
it’s in the final, and the path to the fi-
nal is very long.”

Top seed Sinner will start his Ma-
drid campaign in the second round
against an opponent yet to be deter-
mined. He views the tournament as
an essential step in refining his game
before the clay-court showcase in

Paris.
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NTR-Neel’s Long Wait Should

Deliver a Bigyer Payoff |

CONG

he much-awaited col-
Tlaboration between Jr
NTR and Prashanth
Neel has been a long journey in
the making. First announced in
May 2022, the project took its
time to materialize, eventually
getting officially launched in Au-
gust 2024.

The shoot finally commenced
in February 2025, raising expec-
tations among fans. However, the
film has since faced multiple de-
lays due to various reasons, with
the latest announcement con-
firming a release date of June 11,
2027. This would make it over five
years since the initial announce-
ment, an unusually long timeline
even for a big-ticket project.

Despite the delays, there is some
positive news for fans. The makers
have officially confirmed that a
small glimpse or teaser will be un-
veiled on May 20, coinciding with
Jr NTR’s birthday. This will finally
give audiences a first look into the
film’s world and tone.

Adding to the excitement is
speculation that the makers
might be planning a two-part re-
lease, shooting both installments
simultaneously. If executed well,
similar to how Dhurandhar 2 was
planned, it could turn into a ma-
jor advantage.

A well-structured release
strategy with a short gap between
parts may build strong momen-
tum. While the wait has been
long, the scale, ambition, and
the combination of Jr NTR and
Prashanth Neel still hold massive
potential, and it should deliver a
bigger payoff for fans who have
been waiting for years.

If everything falls into place,
this extended timeline could ulti-
mately translate into a big win at
the box office. Rukmini Vasanth
plays the female lead in the film,
which also features a noted Hindi
actor in a key role. Mythri Movie
Makers and NTR Arts are jointly
producing the film, with T-Series
presenting it.

Michael JacksWon Biopic
‘Michael’: First Reactions

he King of Pop is back! Well,

I kinda. The first reactions

to the much-anticipated

Michael Jackson biopic Michael

have hit social media after the film’s

star-studded U.S. premiere in Los
Angeles on Monday night.

The Antoine Fuqua-directed fea-
ture actually had its world premiere
in Berlin on April 10, but social me-
dia reaction from American press
has been limited. Full critics reviews
for Michael drop on April 22, with
the film released in theaters world-
wide on April 24.

The first official biopic of the late
Michael Jackson, Michael tells the
story of the music phenomenon from
his early Motown days performing
with his brothers in the Jackson 5 to
his breakout as a solo artist. There
has been much speculation about
whether the film will include the
more controversial aspects of Jack-
son’s singular life.

The long-gestating Lionsgate film
notably has the rights to use Jack-
son’s music, and is produced by
Graham King, the man behind the
four-time Oscar-winning Freddie
Mercury/Queen biopic Bohemian
Rhapsody which made a massive
$911 million at the global box office.

Michael is led by Jaafar Jackson

(Jackson’s nephew and son of Jer-
maine Jackson) who plays the singer
during his transition from a member
of an immensely popular boy band
to becoming the era-defining solo
artist the world fell in love with.
The young Michael is played Juliano
Krue Valdi. The cast also includes
Colman Domingo as Michael’s father
Joe Jackson, Nia Long as Michael’s
mother Katherine Jackson and Miles
Teller as John Branca, an entertain-
ment lawyer and manager.

Lauren Farrier plays the music
exec Suzanne de Passe, Kendrick
Sampson plays legendary producer
Quincy Jones, Larenz Tate plays the
all-powerful Motown chief Berry
Gordy, Liv Symone plays singer Gla-
dys Knight and Kevin Shinick plays
TV legend Dick Clark.

Michael’s brothers, both older and
younger versions are played by: Ja-
mal R. Henderson (Jermaine) and
Jayden Harville (young Jermaine);
Tre Horton (Marlon) and Jaylen Lyn-
don Hunter (young Marlon); Rhyan
Hill (Tito) and Judah Edwards
(young Tito); Joseph David-Jones
(Jackie) and Nathaniel Logan McIn-
tyre (young Jackie); with Jessica
Sula playing Michael’s older sister
La Toya Jackson. Janet Jackson does
not feature in the film.

Vatican to Host Private Screening
of Scorsese-Produced Pope

Documentary Aldeas’

THE

PARADISE @

SHOULDN’T
MISS THIS
MOMENT

he Paradise, starring Nani and directed by

Srikanth Odela, is progressing at a steady

pace with its shoot nearing completion. The

team has already wrapped up 95 days of film-
ing, with just around 40 days of shoot left to be com-
pleted. With the film targeting an August 2026 release,
the makers currently have a window of roughly four
months to wrap up the remaining shoot and complete
post-production formalities. If the pending schedule is
executed on time, the team is well-positioned to meet
the planned release date without any last-minute hur-
dles. Adding to the momentum, the buzz around the
film has grown significantly in recent weeks. Despite
distractions like the IPL season, the response to the
“Aya Sher” song has generated strong interest among
audiences.

However, the real challenge lies ahead. The team
must capitalize on this rising buzz and avoid any fur-
ther delays. Another postponement could dilute the
current hype, which is working strongly in the film’s
favor. If everything falls into place, The Paradise could
arrive as one of the most anticipated releases of the
season.

The Paradise carries strong expectations with Nani
in the lead and direction by Srikanth Odela. Backed
by music from Anirudh Ravichander and produced by
Sudhakar Cherukuri under the SLV Cinemas, the film
has all the right elements in place. If the team main-
tains this pace and avoids delays, The Paradise has
every chance to live up to its growing hype.

Sharwa
Deletes"-{
Family

_\: .

espite not sharing screen together,
Dboth Dhanush and Mrunal Thakur
have given a lot of feed to rumours
after getting spotted together for a couple of filmy
events in recent times. Their silence has further
raised the eyebrows and speculation was thick
and fast that they might soon get married. How-
ever, Mrunal quickly laughed off the rumours,
while Dhanush did not respond at all. While
murmurs continue over their relationship, an-
other interesting scoop involving these actors
started making rounds in the Tamil media
circles.

As per the latest reports, Dhanush is
likely to wield the megaphone for a lady
oriented period drama set in the back-

drop of 1960/70s with Mrunal Thakur
headlining it as the lead actor. Kol-
lywood is abuzz with this news

\ as both these actors are cur-

rently the toast of the
18 town because of the
recent ru-

& Mrunal Take
This Risk Now ?

Allu Arjun
Looking At
KGE, But

€6Pushpa” star Allu Arjun is clearly
going all-in on the pan-India space.
His next with Atlee, Raaka, is al-
ready making huge noise after the
first-look release. And his frequent
Mumbai trips and dedication to-
wards the roles he is playing
inside the movie are creating
lots of buzz. Now, a new buzz
is doing rounds that Allu
Arjun is looking forward
to teaming up with KGF
maker Prashanth Neel.
Well, earlier, this buzz also
popped up, but here’s the re-
alistic look at it.

Because right now, his slate
is already packed with a series of
movies with A-list directors. A film
with Lokesh Kanagaraj is locked and
announced already, with an interesting
poster. A project with Basil Joseph is also in
the pipeline, and the director’s presence at the

wedding of Allu Sirish almost confirmed the
same. And on top of that, talks are happening
with Sandeep Reddy Vanga, through T-Series,
which itself means a long, intensive film if it ma-
terialises. That’s already three major films in the
pipeline, and now add Prashanth Neel into the mix.
In fact, Prashanth Neel doesn’t make quick films.
His projects take time. Sampe Salaar or the latest
Dragon, to get more about this. From Pre-produc-
tion to world-building and long schedules, he takes
a huge amount of time to wrap it up. He’s not a plug-
and-play director where you can jump in and out.
Given the current schedule of Allu Arjun, a film
with the KGF maker means both have to wait for
more than 3-4 years now.

On the other hand, all the upcoming projects
of Allu Arjun are being made with hefty invest-
ments, so all of them need to turn into superhits
at the box office. For that reason, the actor will be

focusing on one film at a time, and even if he has
KGF dreams, it will take time to shape up.

N

mours.
A few months ago, there were reports that
both Dhanush and Mrunal might actually to-
gether in an upcoming film. But, the news turned
out to be false. Though it is not yet official that
Dhanush will direct a film for Mrunal, the indus-
try has once again started speculating about their
close bonding. Both Dhanush and Mrunal are
currently busy with a handful of projects. More-
over, the rumours about their romantic link are
refusing to die down. So, it would be interest-
ing to see if they really take the risk and join
hands for a professional collaboration at this
juncture to keep the rumours alive further.
Mrunal already had a couple of releas-
es this year and now gearing up for her
third outing. She appeared in the Bol-
lywood rom-com Do Deewane Se-
her Mein and Telugu film Dacoit. /
Her next release Hai Jawani
Toh Ishq Hona Hai will
hit  the

@

Screens / ) :

very  soon. .
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being directed by Sampath Nandi. After-
wards, he will be joining the sets of his
other film, being directed by Sreenu Vaitla.

n the last couple of weeks, vari-
ous rumours are popping up that
trouble is brewing in another star

The Vatican will host a private
screening of Aldeas: The Final Dream
of Pope Francis on April 21 in Rome,
marking one year since Pope Fran-
cis’ death. The documentary, pro-
duced by Martin Scorsese, follows a
global youth filmmaking project and
includes the Pope’s final in-depth
interview. The film highlights the
Aldeas initiative, part of the Pope’s

educational movement, which em-
powers communities worldwide to
create short films reflecting their cul-
tures and values. It spans locations
including Italy, Indonesia, and The
Gambia. The screening comes amid
tensions involving Pope Leo XIV and
Donald Trump over global conflicts,
adding a broader political backdrop
to the event.

Pictures
What’ «
Up?

-

-

hero’s paradise.

Running high with the appreciation he
got for movies like Nari Nari Naduma Mu-
rari and Biker, Sharwanand is currently
working on his next film Bhogi, which is

Many Reddit
threads and Twitter chats are busy decod-
ing who might be that hero and various ru-
mours pointed out towards various stars.
However, it looks like with just one single
/ act, now Sharwanand has come under the
-~ ’: scanner regarding his personal life.
{

Amidst this, Sharwanand cleaned up his
Instagram and removed all the family pic-
tures from the wall, and that’s leading to
lots of doubts now. He got married in 2023
to software engineer Rakshitha Reddy,
who has later moved to the USA, running
a software company there. Even Sharwa
moved to the USA for a short while, and
had a baby girl in 2024, and now it’s com-
ing up that something is not well between
the couple.
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