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DUDDILLA 
SRIDHAR BABU

Among the contemporary leaders of Telan-
gana, few have built a political journey as 
balanced, credible, and people-centric as 

Duddilla Sridhar Babu — a leader admired not merely 
for electoral success, but for his integrity, administra-
tive depth, and unwavering connection with ordinary 
people. Born in the rural heartland of Dhanwada 
village in Kataram mandal, Sridhar Babu rose from 
humble beginnings to become one of Telangana’s 
most influential political figures. Deeply rooted in 
the values of public service inherited from his father, 
former Assembly Speaker Duddilla Sripada Rao, he 
transformed personal tragedy into political purpose 

and evolved into a visionary administrator shaping 
Telangana’s future on both national and global plat-

forms.
Today, as Telangana’s Minister for IT, Industries, and 

Legislative Affairs, Sridhar Babu stands at the intersection 
of governance, development, technology, and public trust. 
As he enters his 58th year, his political journey reflects 
not only longevity, but also relevance, resilience, and re-
markable evolution.

A Legacy of Values, Not Just Politics
Born on May 30, 1969, Sridhar Babu inherited far 

more than a political surname. He inherited discipline, 
humility, constitutional values, and deep respect for 

democratic institutions. His father, Duddilla Sripada Rao, 
served as Speaker of the united Andhra Pradesh Legislative 
Assembly and earned widespread admiration for his fairness 
and integrity. 
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FROM COURTROOM ADVOCATE 
TO ARCHITECT OF MODERN 

TELANGANA

IN POLITICS, POWER  
MAY BRING VISIBILITY. BUT 

ONLY CHARACTER EARNS 
ENDURING RESPECT.

HYDERABAD, MAY 29

 The Minister for Irrigation 
and Civil Supplies N. Uttam 
Kumar Reddy on Friday de-
clared that Telangana is con-
ducting what is arguably the 
most successful paddy pro-
curement operation in the 
country, with procurement 
crossing 60 lakh metric tonnes 
(LMT) till date and the State 

emerging as the undisput-
ed national leader in Yasangi 
(Rabi) paddy procurement.

Addressing a news confer-
ence at the state secretariat 
along with Agriculture Minis-
ter Tummala Nageswara Rao, 
Transport, BC Welfare Min-
ister Ponnam Prabhakar and 
Minister for Public Enterprises 
and Minority Welfare, Mo-
hammed Azharuddin, Mem-

bers of Parliament and senior 
officials, Uttam Kumar Reddy 
said Telangana has become the 
backbone of India's food grain 
procurement system.

"Today, nearly 60 per cent 
of all paddy procured in India 
during the ongoing Yasangi 
season has come from Telanga-
na alone. By the time procure-
ment operations 

Continued on Page 2 Ø

Telangana procured 60 LMT of paddy
already accounts for 60% 

of India's total Yasangi 
procurement: Uttam

Telangana's share is expected 
to rise to nearly 75% of national 

Yasangi procurement by the 
end of the season.

The State has surpassed the 
Centre's 52 LMT procurement 

ceiling, with procurement 
already exceeding the target 

by 115%.

Rs. 11,050 crore has been paid 
directly to farmers

Telangana remains India's 
No.1 contributor to FCI rice 

procurement and the leading 
paddy procuring state during 

the Yasangi

HYDERABAD , MAY 29

Chief Minister Shri A Revanth Reddy 
drew the Congress party's action plan to 
protect the vulnerable sections mainly 
Dalits, Minorities, Adivasi , Tribal and 
migrant workers from the deletion of their 
names in the voters list under the SIR ( 

Special Intensive Revision), which is being 
launched in the Telangana state from June 
this year.

Participating in the Congress party’s 
Political Affairs Committee ( PAC) meet-
ing here today, the Chief minister warned 
that the SIR could emerge as a major is-
sue for Lambada, Adivasi, and migrant 
workers. In several constituencies, a sig-
nificant number of people have migrated 
elsewhere. The possibility of the omission 
of votes of Dalits, minorities, and women 
was also not ruled in the SIR, the CM re-
marked.

CM Revanth Reddy instructed the party 

leadership to appoint In-charges for all 119 
Assembly constituencies and 17 Lok Sabha 
constituencies. The In-charges should visit 
their respective constituencies regular-
ly. We can ensure that not a single vote is 
deleted only when the incharges perform. 
The In-charge Ministers were also ordered 
to dedicate one full day every ten days ex-
clusively to party-related activities. They 
should visit the grassroots level and per-
sonally interact with the party workers.

The CM said that he would also meet 
with party functionaries at village level 
once in every 10 days. 

Continued on Page 2 Ø

v	 The CM instructs  TPCC to appoint 
party inchrages to 119 Assembly and 
17 Lok Sabha segments

v	 Organise meetings in all Assembly 
segments in Hyderabad limits on 
SIR

v	 CM warns tribals, Adivasi  
communities and migrant workers 
may face trouble due to SIR

v	 Dalits, Minorities and Women may 
also lose their names in the SIR

v	 The CM says he will meet party 
workers every 10 days. Instructs 
incharge ministers to attend party 
programmes

v	 MLAs MPs, MLCs, and corporation 
Chairpersons should attend the 
party programmes regularly

v	 CM Revanth Reddy attended 
Congress Political Affairs  
Committee 

CM REVANTH DRAWS CONGRESS 

ACTION PLAN FOR SIR
CHANGES IN 
ALLOCATION 
OF SRIVANI 
DARSHAN 
TICKETS

TIRUMALA, MAY 29 

Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) has tak-
en a key decision to intro-
duce several changes in the 
allocation of Srivani Trust 
Darshan tickets for the 
convenience of devotees.

At present, TTD makes 
1,500 Srivani Darshan 
tickets available online 
every day. Out of these, 
500 tickets are released 
under advance booking 
quota three months in ad-
vance through the online 
portal.

Continued on Page 2 Ø

HYDERABAD, MAY 29 

The Telangana government 
has once again demonstrated 
its commitment to the welfare 
of its employees.

It has not limited its promis-
es to mere words but has trans-
lated them into action.

Chief Minister Revanth Red-
dy and Deputy Chief Minister 
Bhatti Vikramarka had earlier 
assured leaders of the Employ-
ees’ Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) that long-pending dues 
of employees amounting to 
₹6,000 crore would be cleared 
within 100 days.

Moving in line with this 
commitment, under the in-
structions of Finance Minis-
ter and Deputy Chief Minister 
Bhatti Vikramarka, Finance 
department Special Chief Sec-
retary Sandeep Kumar Sulta-
nia issued orders on Friday 
releasing ₹2,000 crore in the 
first phase.

With the funds released, the 
government has fully cleared 
key pending dues related to re-
tired employees. The General 
Provident Fund (GPF) dues of 

retired employees have been 
cleared 100%. Additionally, 
all commutation dues pend-
ing up to May 2025 for retired 
employees have also been fully 
settled.

“This has been made possi-
ble through advance planning 
and a clear action strategy. As 
promised, the government is 
working at a fast pace to de-
posit the remaining ₹4,000 
crore into employees’ accounts 
within the stipulated timeline," 
Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti 
Vikramarka said in a state-
ment. Meanwhile, employee 
union leaders and retired em-
ployees have expressed hap-
piness over the government’s 
proactive approach and swift 
decisions, thanking the peo-
ple’s government.

HYDERABAD, MAY 29 

Minister for  Panchayat Raj and Rural Development Dr 
Danasari Anasuya Seethakka said that rural women should 
move beyond being beneficiaries of welfare schemes and 
emerge as entrepreneur role models with economic independ-
ence and self-discipline.

Addressing the launch of a first-of-its-kind Incubator pro-
gramme for growth-oriented rural women-led enterprises 
at the tightly packed Komaram Bheem Adivasi Bhavan here 
on Friday, the Minister said the State government envisioned 
women not merely as job seekers, but as job creators capable 
of leading industries and businesses. The initiative is part of 
Mahila Varosthavalu as part of Praja Palana Pragathi Prana-
lika. “We don’t want women to remain job seekers. We want 
women to become job creators,” Seethakka said. “The govern-
ment does not want women to hold only bank passbooks in 
their hands; We want them to own businesses and industries,” 
she added.� Continued on Page 2 Ø

Telangana releases 
Rs.2,000 crore to clear 
retired employees' dues

Telangana launches 
first-of-its-kind rural 
women’s incubator
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That legacy profoundly shaped Sridhar 
Babu’s worldview.

Academically accomplished, he pursued 
Law at the University of Delhi and later 
completed a Master’s degree in Political 
Science from the University of Hyderabad. 
Even during his student years, he was rec-
ognised for intellectual sharpness, calm 
leadership, and analytical thinking.

He began his professional career as a 
lawyer in the High Court in 1998. But his-
tory intervened cruelly.

The assassination of his father by Naxal-
ites in April 1999 shook the entire state. At 
an age when many would retreat into grief, 
Sridhar Babu stepped into public life with 
determination, choosing service over sor-
row.

The Rise of Manthani’s 
Trusted Leader
At just 29 years of age, Sridhar Babu 

contested the 1999 Assembly elections 
from Manthani and secured a decisive 
victory. That win marked the beginning of 
an extraordinary political relationship be-
tween a leader and his people.

Over the years, he went on to win repeat-
edly in 1999, 2004, 2009, 2018, and 2023, 
becoming a five-time MLA from Manthani 
— a remarkable achievement in Telangana 
politics.

For the people of Manthani, Sridhar 
Babu is not merely a politician. He is a de-
pendable presence during crises, a leader 
accessible to the poor, and a representative 
who understands rural aspirations. His 
politics has always been rooted in hu-
man connection rather than spectacle.

Surpassing a Historic 
Political Benchmark
Manthani carries enormous politi-

cal significance in Telangana’s history. 
Former Prime Minister P. V. Narasim-
ha Rao represented the constituency 
for four consecutive terms between 
1957 and 1972.

By winning five terms from the 
same constituency, Sridhar Babu sur-
passed even that historic milestone, 

cementing his place among the most suc-
cessful leaders in the political history of 
undivided Karimnagar district.

Yet unlike many career politicians, his 
public image remains remarkably un-
touched by arrogance or controversy.

The YSR Influence
Sridhar Babu’s political growth acceler-

ated during the era of former Chief Minis-
ter Y. S. Rajasekhara Reddy.

As President of the Karimnagar District 
Congress Committee, he strengthened the 
Congress party at the grassroots level and 
played a crucial role in organisational mo-
bilisation during YSR’s mass outreach pro-
grammes and historic padayatra.

Even today, Sridhar Babu 
openly acknowledges YSR 
as his political men-
tor — a leader 
who shaped 
his under-
s t a n d i n g 
of welfare 
p o l i t i c s 
and pub-
lic engage-
ment.

An Administrator Known for 
Balance and Clarity
Over the years, Sridhar Babu has han-

dled several critical responsibilities, in-
cluding Government Whip, Minister for 
Higher Education, Civil Supplies, NRI 
Affairs, and Legislative Affairs. In every 
role, he earned a reputation for calm deci-
sion-making, administrative transparen-
cy, and issue-based governance.

One of the defining moments of his po-
litical career came during the Telangana 
statehood movement, when he played a 
significant role as Legislative Affairs Min-
ister in introducing the Andhra Pradesh 
Reorganisation Bill in the Assembly — a 
historic and emotionally charged chapter 

in the formation of Telangana.
Unlike leaders driven by politi-

cal theatrics, Sridhar Babu built 
his identity through consistency, 

preparation, and deep institu-
tional understanding.

The Strategist Behind 
Congress Revival in Tel-

angana
The 2023 Telangana Assembly 

elections marked a turning point in 
state politics — and Sridhar Babu played a 
central role in that transformation.

As Chairman of the Congress Manifesto 
Committee, he travelled extensively across 

Telangana, interacting with farmers, 
women, youth, intellectuals, 

employees, and grassroots 
workers.

The Congress man-
ifesto reflected those 
consultations. Welfare 
guarantees, farm-

er-centric promises, youth employment 
initiatives, and social justice commitments 
resonated strongly with voters and became 
one of the key reasons behind the party’s 
return to power. Political observers widely 
regard Sridhar Babu as one of the principal 
strategists behind the Congress victory.

The Face of Telangana’s 
Global Investment Vision
In the Revanth Reddy government, 

Sridhar Babu has emerged as one of the 
most visible and influential ministers.

As Minister for IT and Industries, he has 
positioned Telangana aggressively on the 
global investment map. From Davos to the 
United States, Japan, and South Korea, he 
has led investment delegations with clarity 
and confidence, projecting Hyderabad as 
a future-ready innovation hub. Under his 
leadership, Telangana is increasingly being 
viewed as a destination for Artificial In-
telligence, semiconductor manufacturing, 
data centres, electronics, and advanced 
technology industries. His approach com-
bines economic ambition with employ-
ment generation, ensuring that investment 
translates into opportunities for Telanga-
na’s youth.

Investing in Telangana’s 
Young Talent
Sridhar Babu strongly believes that 

Telangana’s greatest asset is its youth 
population. That belief is reflected in the 
proposed Young India Skills University at 
Meer Khanpet in Rangareddy district — 
a visionary initiative aimed at preparing 
globally competitive manpower.

By focusing on sectors such as IT, avi-

ation, logistics, pharma, retail, and ad-
vanced manufacturing, the initiative 
seeks to bridge the gap between education 
and employment. At a time when unem-
ployment remains one of India’s biggest 
challenges, Sridhar Babu’s emphasis on 
skill-based growth carries long-term sig-
nificance.

Transforming Manthani into a 
Model Constituency
Despite handling major portfolios and 

global responsibilities, Sridhar Babu has 
remained firmly connected to his constit-
uency. Under his leadership, Manthani 
has witnessed substantial improvements 
in education, healthcare, roads, irrigation, 
drinking water supply, and rural infra-
structure. The establishment of education-
al institutions, including JNTU College, 
expanded access to quality higher educa-
tion in the region. Farmer welfare, land 
distribution, and irrigation development 
also received sustained attention.

His larger vision is to transform Man-
thani into a constituency known not only 
for political history, but also for intellectu-
al and economic progress.

Preserving Culture and 
Spiritual Heritage
Sridhar Babu also played a major role in 

organising the 2025 Saraswati Pushkaralu 
on a grand scale.

Significant infrastructure works were 
undertaken around Kaleshwaram, includ-
ing temple development, roads, accom-
modation facilities, and civic amenities. 
Nearly ₹200 crore was mobilised for the 
development of the Kaleshwara Mukte-

shwara Swamy Temple and surrounding 
areas.

For Sridhar Babu, development is not 
limited to economics alone; it also includes 
preserving Telangana’s spiritual and cul-
tural identity.

A National-Level 
Political Strategist
His organisational abilities earned rec-

ognition beyond Telangana as well.
wBetween July 2022 and August 2024, 

Sridhar Babu served as AICC Secretary 
and Congress in-charge for Karnataka’s 
Kalyana Karnataka region.

He played a strategic role in strength-
ening the Congress party and contributed 
significantly to the political groundwork 
and manifesto strategy that eventually 
helped the Congress secure victory in Kar-
nataka. His ability to combine political 
strategy with administrative understand-
ing has made him one of the most respect-
ed leaders within the Congress party.

The Rare Quality of Accessibility
Perhaps the most striking aspect of 

Sridhar Babu’s personality is his accessi-
bility. Despite occupying high office, he 
remains approachable to party workers, 
farmers, employees, intellectuals, and or-
dinary citizens alike.

He frequently tours villages, listens pa-
tiently to grievances, and focuses on prac-
tical solutions rather than political optics.

In an era dominated by aggressive rhet-
oric and image-driven politics, Sridhar 
Babu represents a quieter, more grounded 
style of leadership — one built on credibili-
ty rather than confrontation.

Political positions are 
temporary. Public 
trust is permanent. 
Duddilla Sridhar 
Babu’s journey — 

from lawyer to legislator, from 
constituency leader to global 
investment ambassador — re-
flects discipline, resilience, in-

tellect, and public commitment. 
He is not merely a successful 
politician. He has evolved into 
a political institution defined by 
trust, development, and admin-
istrative maturity. As Telangana 
continues its journey toward 
becoming a globally competitive 
state, leaders like Sridhar Babu 

represent the bridge between 
grassroots realities and futur-
istic governance. That is why 
today, Duddilla Sridhar Babu is 
not merely seen as a minister or 
MLA. He is regarded as a sym-
bol of dependable leadership — a 
dynamic visionary admired by 
time itself.

A Leader 
Admired 

Beyond Politics
— GOTTIMUKKULA BRAHMACHARY, SENIOR JOURNALIST
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From now, he will dedicate 3 days a 

month exclusively to party functionaries. 
The CM highlighted that 4.5 million digital 
memberships were completed within 90 
days with the help of the booth enrollers 
and those who registered the highest num-
ber of memberships were already felici-
tated by Rahul Gandhi. Ministers, MLAs, 
MPs, MLCs, Corporation Chairpersons 
were ordered to take part actively in the 
party programme. The TPCC leadership 
was also instructed to give priority to the 
enrollers who played a pivotal role in the 

Congress membership during the SIR pro-
cess.

The Chief Minister noted that the posi-
tive aspect was the party leaders and work-
ers were understanding better about the 
SIR . The leaders were also recognizing the 
potential difficulties the SIR could pose to 
common people, the poor, and Congress 
party workers. CM Revanth Reddy empha-
sized that the party should develop a com-
prehensive understanding of the solutions 
to the problems that may arise from the 
SIR. Further, CM Revanth Reddy said that 
we should also seek and incorporate the ad-

vice and suggestions of former PCC Presi-
dents. The party should take precautions 
to ensure that the votes of those who have 
migrated elsewhere are not lost. Meetings 
regarding the SIR must be organized on an 
Assembly constituency basis across the 15 
constituencies within the Hyderabad city 
limits. Specific responsibilities within the 
Hyderabad region should be assigned to 
Rajya Sabha members and MLCs.

The Chief Minister appealed to all party 
leaders to move forward in a spirit of co-
ordination. The Mahila Congress should 
conduct cluster wise SIR meetings.

ACTION PLAN FOR SIR

CHANGES IN 
ALLOCATION 
OF SRIVANI 
DARSHAN 
TICKETS

Øfrom page 1
In addition, 200 Srivani 

Darshan tickets are being is-
sued under the current book-
ing quota at Tirupati Airport.

Of the 800 Srivani Darshan 
tickets presently available un-
der the daily current booking 
quota, TTD has decided to 
earmark 300 tickets every day 
for eligible donors who have al-
ready contributed Rs.10,000 to 
Srivani Trust and are awaiting 
Darshan tickets.

This facility will be applica-
ble to eligible donors who have 
made their donations on or af-
ter May 1, 2025. These tickets 
will be released daily at 9 AM. 
Devotees who book their tick-
ets before 1 PM will be provid-
ed Darshan on the same day at 
4 PM. The revised system will 
come into effect from June 10, 
2026. Any tickets remaining 
unbooked under this quota will 
be added back to the current 
booking quota. This arrange-
ment will remain in force until 
March 31, 2027.

Øfrom page 1
Describing the initiative as 

“not an ordinary programme, 
but a financial movement that 
will transform the future of 
rural women in Telangana,” 
the Minister said the incuba-
tion centres would provide a 
strong platform for women to 
realise their entrepreneurial 
ambitions and showcase their 
talent and capabilities.

She said the initiative re-
flects Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Rddy’s ambition of 
transforming one crore wom-
en SHG members into crore-
patis.

The initiative is being im-
plemented by the Society for 
Elimination of Rural Poverty 
(SERP) in partnership with 
T-Hub, BITS Pilani and WE 
Hub to create an institution-
al ecosystem for rural enter-
prise acceleration.

With a total outlay of Rs 
21.40 crore, the programme 
aims to support 300 high-po-
tential rural women-led en-
terprises through structured 
incubation, financial assis-
tance, mentoring and market 
linkages. Of the total alloca-
tion, Rs 8.74 crore has been 
earmarked for incubation 
support and Rs 12.66 crore 
for enterprise financing, in-

cluding grants and zero-inter-
est soft loans.

The programme adopts 
a Challenge Fund model to 
identify scalable enterprises 
and provide end-to-end sup-
port ranging from business 
diagnostics and formalisation 
to branding, digital onboard-
ing and market access. IT-en-
abled monitoring systems will 
track the progress of partici-
pating enterprises.

Minister Seethakka said 
the initiative is expected to 
facilitate a minimum annual 
revenue growth of 15% in the 
supported enterprises and 
generate between 900 and 
1,200 jobs in rural areas. It 
also seeks to build a replicable 
model for rural enterprise ac-
celeration across Telangana.

The Minister said the State 
government was taking his-
toric decisions for women’s 
empowerment and highlight-
ed several measures aimed 
at strengthening women’s 
economic participation. She 
noted that the limit for in-
terest-free loans to women 
self-help groups had been 
enhanced from Rs 5 lakh to 
Rs 10 lakh and that over Rs 
60,000 crore in bank linkage 
loans had already been ex-
tended to women’s groups in 

the State.

“Even when banks hesitate 
to lend to large business per-
sonalities, they are readily ex-
tending loans to women’s self-
help groups because women 
have demonstrated nearly 
100% repayment and set an 
example for the country,” she 
said.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment’s goal was to ensure 
that products manufac-
tured by women in villages 
reached international mar-
kets rather than remaining 
confined to local consump-
tion. She recalled present-
ing tamarind-seed masks 
prepared by women from 
Cheriyal as gifts to guests 
from the Netherlands, de-
scribing it as a reflection of 
the creativity of Telangana’s 
rural women.

Among those present at the 
event were SERP Chief Exec-
utive Officer Divya Devara-
jan, T-Hub Chief Executive 
Officer Kavikrut, WE Hub 
Chief Executive Officer Sita 
Pallacholla, SERP Non-Farm 
Director Johnson, represent-
atives from DRDO, district 
women federation members, 
self-help group members and 
young entrepreneurs.

Telangana launches first-of-its-kind 
rural women’s incubator

Øfrom page 1
conclude, Telangana is ex-

pected to account for nearly 75 
per cent of the country's total 
Yasangi paddy procurement," 
he said.

The Minister said Telan-
gana has already procured 
60 LMT of paddy, compared 
to about 24 LMT in Andhra 
Pradesh, 11-12 LMT in Tamil 
Nadu, 3 LMT in Maharashtra, 
and nearly 2 LMT in Kerala.

"Telangana is far ahead 
of every other state in paddy 
procurement. We are also the 
Number One State in supply-
ing rice to the Food Corpora-
tion of India under the Central 
Pool mechanism," he added.

Centre's Procurement 
Cap Outpaced by 
Telangana
Uttam Kumar Reddy point-

ed out that while the Central 
Government had agreed to 
procure only up to 52 LMT 
from Telangana, the State had 
already crossed the 60 LMT 
mark.

"The scale of procurement 
undertaken by Telangana has 
exceeded the Centre's pre-
scribed limit by 115 per cent. 
This reflects both the ex-
traordinary production levels 
achieved by our farmers and 
the Congress Government's 
unwavering commitment to 
protecting farmer interests," 
he said.

The Minister said paddy 
cultivation during Yasangi 
2025-26 covered 64.36 lakh 
acres, resulting in an estimat-
ed production of 141 lakh met-
ric tonnes.

He said procurement oper-
ations were being intensified 
further and would preferably 
be completed before the onset 
of the southwest monsoon, 
forecast during the first week 
of June.

Rising Production, 
Shrinking Central 
Procurement
Expressing concern over 

the Centre's procurement pol-
icy, Uttam Kumar Reddy said 
Telangana's paddy production 
has been increasing steadily 
year after year since the Con-
gress Government assumed 
office.

"Every year and every crop 
season, rice production in 
Telangana is growing. Yet, 
despite this increase in pro-
duction, the quantity of rice 
being accepted by the Centre 
through FCI is being reduced. 
The Chief Minister and I have 
repeatedly raised this issue 
with the Union Government," 
he said.

The Minister noted that 
Telangana has become one 
of India's largest producers 
and procurers of paddy and 
deserves procurement alloca-
tions commensurate with its 
production levels.

Massive Logistics 
Network
To ensure smooth procure-

ment, the State Government 
established 8,575 procure-
ment centres, deployed near-
ly 13,000 transport vehicles, 
and mobilised over two lakh 
personnel for procurement, 
transportation and logistics 
operations.

MSP payments amounting 
to Rs. 11,050 crore have al-
ready been credited directly 
into farmers' bank accounts.

The Minister said that dur-
ing the current KMS 2025-26 
season, both Kharif and Yas-
angi crop cycles, farmer pay-
ments and procurement costs 
involved over Rs 39,300 crore.

The Minister said that un-
der the ongoing KMS 2025-
26, covering both Kharif and 
Yasangi procurement cycles, 
procurement-related opera-
tions and farmer payments 
have reached unprecedented 
levels, involving nearly Rs. 
39,300 crore.

Government 
Protects Farmers 
from Rain Losses
Referring to recent unsea-

sonal rains, Uttam Kumar 
Reddy said the government 
had acted swiftly to protect 
farmers from losses.

Special arrangements en-
abled the transportation of 
10,214 metric tonnes of rain-
soaked paddy to boiled rice 
mills, ensuring that affected 
farmers received MSP pay-
ments without hardship.

"Not a single farmer should 
suffer losses because of ad-
verse weather conditions. We 
have ensured that farmers 
receive MSP and that procure-
ment continues uninterrupt-
ed," he said.

Historic Achievement
Uttam Kumar Reddy de-

scribed the ongoing procure-
ment programme as a historic 
achievement unmatched an-
ywhere in India. "The scale 

of procurement, transporta-
tion, payments and logistical 
mobilisation undertaken by 
Telangana is unprecedented. 
No state government in inde-
pendent India has carried out 
procurement operations of 
this magnitude while ensur-
ing such extensive support to 
farmers," he said.

The Minister reiterated that 
the Congress Government 
remains firmly committed to 
purchasing every grain arriv-
ing in the market yards and 
extending full support until 
procurement operations are 
completed.

Ministers Tummala Nag-
eswara Rao and Ponnam 
Prabhakar strongly criticised 
BJP and BRS leaders for what 
he described as their "polit-
ically motivated campaign" 
over paddy procurement, as-
serting that the ongoing pro-
curement drive was unpar-
alleled in Telangana's history 
both in scale and execution.

He said the unprecedented 
surge in paddy production and 
arrivals had posed enormous 
logistical challenges, yet the 
State Government had risen 
to the occasion by ensuring 
procurement of every grain 
brought by farmers.

"Tears and lip sympathy for 
farmers will not help. If BJP 
leaders are genuinely con-
cerned about farmers, they 
should prevail upon the Union 
Government to substantially 
enhance Telangana's procure-
ment allocation and FCI ac-
ceptance targets instead of in-
dulging in political criticism," 
Tummala said.

Telangana procured 60 LMT of paddy

HYDERABAD, MAY 29 

Kalvakuntla Kavitha, 
founder of Telangana Rak-
shana Sena (TRS), on Friday 
launched a sharp attack on the 
Congress government over the 
proposed “Rythu DISCOM” 
(Farmers’ Power Distribution 
Company), alleging that the 
move would severely harm the 
farming community instead 
of helping it.

Participating at a public 
hearing organised by the Tel-
angana Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (ERC) at Erraga-
dda in Hyderabad, Kavitha 
accused the Revanth Reddy 
government of secretly push-

ing ahead with power sector 
reforms without consulting 
farmers or political parties.

Calling the proposal “a 
curse on farmers”, Kavitha 
said the creation of a separate 
DISCOM for agriculture was 
equivalent to “spraying En-
drin on the farming sector”. 
She questioned why the gov-
ernment kept the issue con-
fidential for six months if the 
plan was genuinely beneficial.

She demanded that the 
government immediately 
withdraw the proposal and 
conduct district-wise public 
hearings across all 33 districts 
before taking any decision. 
Further, she urged the ERC 

to reject the proposal, calling 
it “financially and administra-
tively unviable”.

The TRS chief questioned 
the need for a separate farm-
ers’ DISCOM when no farmer 
organisations had demanded 
it. She also raised concerns 
over the financial condition 
of existing power utilities, al-
leging that DISCOMs were al-
ready burdened with losses of 
nearly Rs.25,000 crore.

She further alleged that 
while the government plans to 
shift 42 percent of the power 
load to the proposed Rythu 
DISCOM, only around 2,000 
employees out of the existing 
45,000 workforce would be 

transferred to the new entity. 
According to her, this could 
severely impact transformer 
repairs and electricity servic-
es in rural areas.

Kavitha warned that delays 
in maintenance could force 
farmers to wait months for 
transformer repairs and cre-
ate uncertainty for nearly 2.9 
million borewells across Tel-
angana.

Referring to past agitations, 
she cautioned the government 
against taking decisions that 
could trigger unrest among 
farmers and recalled the 1999 
police firing incident during 
protests linked to power re-
forms.

"RYTHU DISCOM WILL HARM FARMERS": KAVITHA
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(On the occasion of 
“Hindi Journalism 
Day” on 30 May)

Two centuries back most 
newspapers were in India 
were either in English, Ben-
gali, or Persian languages. 
The Hindi speaking people of 
this country had no publica-
tion of their native language. 
Pandit Jugal Kishore Shuk-
la, who actually hailed from 
Kanpur, recognised this gap 
and decided to act in 1826. 
Shukla took the initiative of 
bring first Hindi newspaper 
as weekly in Kolkata, named 
“Udant Martand” which 
means “The Rising Sun” pub-
lished on 30 May 1826. This 
historic day in the field on 
journalism in India is marked 
as “Hindi Journalism Day” 
annually on 30 May. This 
day recognise the work done 
by Hindi journalists, report-
ers, editors, photographers, 
field correspondents, and 
many others contribute daily 
to ensure that news reaches 
the masses across India. The 
theme revolves around the 
concept of Hindi from tradi-
tional knowledge to AI, em-
phasising the impact of digital 
revolution on journalism. 

A Small Step 
for Big Change

Although the newspaper had 
to shut down after just 79 issues 

due to financial constraints 
and limited readership, it left 
behind a legacy that still lives 
on. This single step by Shukla 
laid foundation for a powerful 
journalistic movement. Over 
the past two decades, Hindi 
newspapers grew in both num-
ber and influence, bringing im-
portant stories to households 
across the Hindi speaking belt 
and beyond. Language is not 
only a tool for communication, 
but also it connects the people 
emotionally and culturally. 
Hindi journalism has helped 
create awareness about civic 
rights, healthcare, elections, 
education, current affairs, pol-
itics, and social issues among 
both rural and urban popula-
tion. 

Events of Hindi 
Journalism Day

From a single Hindi news-
paper in 1826, many papers 
like Dainik Jagran, Amar 
Ujala, Hindustan, and Ra-
jasthan Patrica reached mil-

lions of readers every day in 
metros, small towns, and even 
rural areas. In addition to 
print media, Hindi television 
came on 1990s, Hindi news 
channels (like Aam Tak, ABP 
News, Zee News, and News 18 
India etc) became popular for 
their accessibility and reach. 
Hindi news portals, YouTube 
channels, and mobile apps 
now serve a massive audience 
that prefer to stay informed in 
Hindi. The media institutes, 
press clubs, and universities 
must celebrate the day by or-
ganising lectures, debates, 
award ceremonies, and panel 
discussions. Students, jour-
nalists, and educators come 
together to talk about the 
evolution of Hindi media and 
the future of News in Indian 
regional languages. 

- Prof Madhusudhan 
Reddy Burra
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	between Institution 
of Engineers (India) 
and Japan-based 
Association of Geo 
Informatics for 
Earth Sciences

HYDERABAD

The Institution of Engineers 
(India) (IEI), established in 
1920 with its headquarters at 
Kolkata, has been serving as 
a prestigious professional and 
training institution for the 
past 106 years. Speaking at a 
meeting held on Friday, 29-5-
2026, at the Engineering Staff 
College of India (ESCI), IEI 
President Mr. Manish Mahen-
dra Kothari stated that many 
engineers trained through IEI 
have contributed to several 
world-renowned engineering 
structures and projects.

He further announced that 
IEI is entering into a Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Association of 
Geo Informatics Laboratories 
for Earth Sciences (AGILE), 
an organization functioning 
across Japan and Vietnam, to 
conduct training programmes 
on Global Information Ser-

vices and Remote Sensing 
Technologies in various parts 
of India through IEI.

The MoU documents were 
formally signed during the 
event by IEI Secretary and 
Director General Major Gen-
eral Mohan Jeet Singh Sayali 
and AGILE President Dr. Ven-
katesh Raghavan.

Mr. Manish Mahendra 
Kothari stated that during re-
cent discussions with Union 
Minister for Education Mr. 
Dharmendra Pradhan on the 

importance of skill-oriented 
education, it was emphasized 
that Remote Sensing Technolo-
gies training is highly essential 
for India. Accordingly, it was 
decided to take up these train-
ing programmes extensively 
through IEI.

He further explained that 
Remote Sensing technologies 
are extremely useful in sec-
tors such as agriculture, forest 
conservation, aerospace, and 
several other fields. He also 
mentioned that IEI is prepar-

ing to utilize these technologies 
during the upcoming Kumbh 
Mela to be held in Nashik next 
year.

Speaking on the occasion, 
AGILE President Dr. Ven-
katesh Raghavan said that in-
novations should remain open 
and knowledge-sharing orient-
ed. He observed that the rele-
vance and importance of GIS 
and Remote Sensing technolo-
gies are much greater in India 
than even in developed coun-
tries such as Japan. On this oc-

casion, he delivered a presenta-
tion on “Fostering Geospatial 
Technologies through IEI and 
AGILE.”

Major General Mohan Jeet 
Singh Sayali described the In-
stitution of Engineers (India) 
as a visionary organization. 
He pointed out that candidates 
who recently underwent train-
ing on EV battery technologies 
are now successfully running 
their own businesses and ser-
vice centers in different parts of 
India. He expressed confidence 
that GIS and Remote Sensing 
training would similarly serve 
as a guiding force for the youth 
of tomorrow.

AGILE representative Mr. 
Sumit Khin Vasaraexplained 
the significance of the agree-
ment between the two organi-
zations and its importance for 
the future development of the 
country.

Engineering Staff College of 
India Director Dr. G. Ramesh-
war Rao expressed pride that 
such an important agreement 
for the future of Young India 
was signed at ESCI, Hyder-
abad. Several ESCI officials 
and AGILE representatives 
participated in the meeting.

Training Collaboration on GIS and 
Remote Sensing Technologies 

200 Years of Hindi Journalism Legacy 

	Demand by Telangana 
United Teachers Fed-
eration(TUTF), State 
President Ramineni 
Venkateshwarlu(R.V) 
and General Sec-
retary Lachimalla 
Venkanna

HYDERABAD

The Telangana United Teachers 
Federation(TUTF), State Presi-
dent Ramineni Venkateshwar-
lu(R.V) and General Secretary 
Lachimalla Venkanna, in a 
joint statement, expressed con-
cern that the government has 
not yet released comprehen-
sive guidelines regarding the 
Health Cards scheme proposed 
for government employees, 
teachers, and pensioners. They 
stated that it is inappropriate to 
implement such an important 
scheme related to employees’ 
health security in a hurried 
manner without providing clar-
ity on all aspects.

They pointed out that al-
though the government has 
fixed a deadline for data entry 
related to the Health Cards, the 
complete details of the scheme 
are still not available. There-

fore, they demanded that the 
data entry deadline be extended 
at least until June 30.

Speaking on the occasion, 
they stated that several doubts 
still persist among employees 
and pensioners regarding the 
scheme. They urged the gov-
ernment to clarify which dis-
eases would be covered under 
the Health Scheme, whether 
Out-Patient(OP) services would 
be included, what the proce-
dures would be for emergency 
treatments, and whether com-
plete cashless treatment would 
be provided for expensive dis-
eases such as cancer, heart 
ailments, kidney diseases, and 
neurological disorders.

They also suggested that 
the government release a dis-
trict-wise list of government, 
private, and corporate hospitals 
that would be empanelled un-
der the scheme. They said that if 
quality medical services are not 

available nearby for employees 
working in rural areas, the use-
fulness of the scheme would be 
greatly reduced. Therefore, they 
requested the government to 
ensure the availability of qual-
ity hospitals at least at every 
constituency level.

They further stated that 
announcing a 1.5% salary de-
duction from employees even 
before releasing the full guide-
lines is not justified. Instead of 
basing the premium on sala-
ry, they opined that fixing the 
premium based on the number 
of dependent family members 
would be a fairer method.

They also demanded that 
if both husband and wife are 
government employees, deduc-
tions should not be made from 
both salaries, and instead only 
a single family premium system 
should be implemented.

Further, they suggested that 
employees should be given an 
opportunity every year to up-
date or modify the details of de-
pendents according to changes 
in family circumstances.

Keeping in view the health-
care needs of pensioners, they 
urged the government to in-
troduce special provisions for 

them and ensure easy access to 
medical services for senior citi-
zens. They also demanded strict 
monitoring to prevent hospitals 
from collecting additional bills 
from employees and requested 
the establishment of a 24-hour 
toll-free helpline to address em-
ployees’ grievances.*

*Ramineni Venkateshwarlu 
(R.V) stated that if the welfare 
of employees is truly the govern-
ment’s objective, the government 
should hold discussions with all 
employee and teacher unions, 
clarify all doubts, and imple-
ment the Health Cards scheme 
only after releasing complete 
and transparent guidelines. 
They further pointed out that 
deducting the same 1.5% premi-
um from both junior employees/
teachers and senior employees/
teachers is not reasonable. Se-
nior employees and pensioners 
generally have fewer dependents, 
as most of their children would 
have crossed 25 years of age, and 
in many cases only the husband 
and wife remain as dependents. 
Therefore, they suggested that 
fixing the premium based on the 
number of dependents would be 
a more appropriate and equitable 
method.

Health Cards Should Be Implemented 
Only After Releasing Clear Guidelines

HYDERABAD

Chief Pharmacist, Chief Vigilance Inspec-
tor and retired as Chief Publicity Inspector ( 
for 10 yrs tenure). He is known for his dedi-

cation and utmost sincerity in rendering his 
duties during his service. He holds strong 
media relations and has been instrumental 
in building railways positive image during 
his illustrious career in railways.

	’after his 40 years service  
in South Central Railway

	He worked in the Medical, Vigilance 
and Public Relations Department as

HYDERABAD

The Department of Physics, GITAM 
School of Science, Hyderabad, in 
association with the Indian Physics 
Association (IPA), and with academ-
ic participation from the School of 
Education, GITAM, will organize a 
three-day Residential Professional 
Development Programme (RPDP) for 
Physics Teachers on the theme “Ad-
vanced Concepts, Pedagogy, and Ed-
ucational Tools” from 1st to 3rd June 
2026 at GITAM Hyderabad.

The programme is designed to 
strengthen Physics education at the 
school and undergraduate levels by 

integrating conceptual understand-
ing with experimental learning and 
contemporary pedagogical practic-
es. The initiative aims to address the 
growing need for innovative teaching 
methodologies that promote scien-
tific curiosity, active learning, con-
ceptual clarity, and hands-on exper-
imentation in classrooms.

The RPDP will bring together dis-
tinguished academicians, education-
ists, and researchers from premier 
institutions to provide participants 
with exposure to advanced concepts 
in Physics, modern educational tools, 
low-cost experimental techniques, 
simulations, ICT-enabled teaching, 

and student assessment strategies. 
Faculty members from the School of 
Education, GITAM, will also conduct 
specialized sessions on pedagogy, 
learning theories, thereby enrich-
ing the interdisciplinary nature of 
the programme. The three-day pro-
gramme will cover themes including 

electromagnetic theory, photonics, 
quantum computing, superconduc-
tivity, magnetism, nuclear radiation, 
experimental demonstrations, DIY 
physics kits, classroom pedagogy, 
and learning assessment techniques.

The programme features eminent 
resource persons including Prof. S. 
Anantha Ramakrishna, Dean of Sci-
ences, GITAM; Prof. B.V.R. Tata ( Dis-
tinguish visiting Professor)  and Prof. 
T.S. Natarajan (Former Professor, IIT 
Madras); Prof. Vibhor Singh (Indian 
Institute of Science, Bengaluru); Prof. 
G. Ravi Kumar(Distinguished Pro-
fessor, GITAM ); Prof.G.A. Rama Rao 
(Former Scientific Officer, BARC); 

Prof.Vanaja (Professor of Education, 
Maulana Azad National Urdu Uni-
versity); and Prof. Deepa Chari from 
Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Ed-
ucation, TIFR, Mumbai.

The programme is open to 
school-level Physics and Science 
teachers and aims to create a collabo-
rative platform for sharing best prac-
tices and innovative approaches in 
Physics education. The programme is 
coordinated by Dr. G. Sai Preeti and 
Dr. T. Vishwam. Interested partici-
pants may contact the RPDP coordi-
nators Shamabee (77802 74121) or 
Gopi Krishna (87120 18815) for reg-
istration and further details.

GITAM to Organize Professional Development Programme for Physics Teachers

A. Srinivasulu, Chief Publicity Inspector, Public 
Relations Department superannuation from service 
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	Discipline and Team-
work Are Singareni’s 
Greatest Strengths

	Dr. Buddhaprakash 
Jyoti's Remarks 
During His Visit to 
Ramagundam-1 Area

RAMAGUNDAM

The Chairman & Managing Di-
rector of The Singareni Collier-
ies Company Limited (SCCL), 
Dr. Buddhaprakash Jyoti, IAS, 
undertook an extensive tour of 
the Ramagundam-1 Area and 
reviewed mine production, 
employee welfare, safety mea-
sures, and various facilities 
provided by the company.

As part of the visit, the CMD 
interacted directly with em-
ployees, officers, and workers 
at GDK-11 Incline, seeking their 
suggestions for the company’s 
development. During the inter-

active session, he discussed the 
present status of the company, 
measures for enhancing coal 
production, productivity, qual-
ity improvement, and future 
plans.

He stated that Singareni’s 
rich experience, discipline, and 
collective work culture have 
made it a unique organization. 
He emphasized that the com-
pany accords equal importance 
to employee welfare and safety 
alongside production growth.

On the occasion, the CMD in-
augurated the 5th Man Riding 
System established in the mine. 
He said that the system would 
enable employees to travel 
safely, quickly, and comfort-
ably between the mine surface 
and underground workplaces, 
significantly reducing physical 
strain on workers.

The CMD also felicitated em-
ployees who played a key role 
in the installation of the Man 

Riding System and other devel-
opmental works, appreciating 
their dedication and commit-
ment.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Director (Operations) Sri L.V. 
Suryanarayana stated that 
GDK-11 is the second-largest 
mine in Singareni in terms of 
productivity and mechaniza-
tion. He advised officials to 
make effective use of modern 
machinery to reduce the cost of 
operations while achieving pro-
duction targets.

Director (Projects & Planning) 
Sri K. Venkateswarlu urged em-
ployees to work collectively to 
bring the mine to a zero-loss 
position and ensure profitable 
operations. He said that efforts 
should be made to develop the 
project from the present produc-
tion level of one million tonnes to 
1.5 million tonnes in the future.

Later, the CMD visited GDK-
5 Opencast Mine and reviewed 

coal and overburden produc-
tion, transportation, machin-
ery utilization, and productiv-
ity. He instructed officials to 
achieve the assigned targets 
while maintaining safety, effi-
ciency, and quality standards.

The CMD subsequently vis-
ited the Jawaharlal Nehru Sta-
dium in Ramagundam-1 Area 
and inspected the sports and 
recreational facilities provided 
for employees and their family 
members. He stressed the need 
to promote sports and healthy 
recreational activities for the 
well-being of employees.

Later, at the Ramagundam-1 
Area General Manager’s Of-
fice, the CMD conducted a 
video conference with General 
Managers of all areas. During 
the meeting, he reviewed coal 
production, productivity, safety 
standards, quality, cost control 
measures, and future targets, 
and issued necessary direc-

tions. He instructed all areas to 
work in coordination to achieve 
the production targets assigned 
to them and contribute to the 
overall growth of the company.

The CMD also enquired 
about the performance of em-
ployees working in various de-
partments at the GM Office.

Among those present were 
Sri V. Seetharamaiah, Presi-
dent, AITUC, Sri M. Thiruma-
la Rao, Director (E&M), Sri B. 
Venkanna, IRTS, Executive Di-
rector & CVO (Coal Movement), 
Sri T. Srinivas, GM (CDN) & 
Marketing, Sri D. Lalit Kumar, 
General Manager, Ramagun-
dam-1 Area, Sri Madhusud-
han, General Manager, Rama-
gundam-3 Area, Sri Ramudu, 
In-charge General Manager, 
Ramagundam-2 Area, Heads 
of departments, officers, union 
leaders, and a large number of 
employees also participated in 
the programme.

HYDERABAD

Minister for Irrigation and Civil 
Supplies N. Uttam Kumar Reddy 
has declared that Telangana is con-
ducting what is arguably the most 
successful paddy procurement 
operation in the country, with pro-
curement crossing 60 lakh metric 
tonnes (LMT) till date and the 
State emerging as the undisputed 
national leader in Yasangi (Rabi) 
paddy procurement.

Addressing a news conference 
at the state secretariat along with 
Agriculture Minister Tummala 
Nageswara Rao, Transport, BC 
Welfare Minister Ponnam Pra-
bhakar and Minister for Public 
Enterprises and Minority Wel-
fare, Mohammed Azharuddin, 
Members of Parliament and se-
nior officials, Uttam Kumar Red-
dy said Telangana has become the 
backbone of India's food grain 
procurement system.

"Today, nearly 60 per cent of all 
paddy procured in India during 
the ongoing Yasangi season has 
come from Telangana alone. By 
the time procurement operations 
conclude, Telangana is expected 
to account for nearly 75 per cent 
of the country's total Yasangi 
paddy procurement," he said.

The Minister said Telangana 
has already procured 60 LMT 
of paddy, compared to about 24 
LMT in Andhra Pradesh, 11-12 
LMT in Tamil Nadu, 3 LMT in 
Maharashtra, and nearly 2 LMT 
in Kerala.

"Telangana is far ahead of ev-
ery other state in paddy procure-
ment. We are also the number 
one state in supplying rice to the 
Food Corporation of India under 
the Central Pool mechanism," 
he added. Uttam Kumar Reddy 
pointed out that while the Cen-
tral government had agreed to 
procure only up to 52 LMT from 
Telangana, the State had already 
crossed the 60 LMT mark.

"The scale of procurement un-
dertaken by Telangana has exceed-
ed the Centre's prescribed limit by 
115 per cent. This reflects both the 
extraordinary production levels 
achieved by our farmers and the 
Congress government's unwav-
ering commitment to protecting 
farmer interests," he said.

The Minister said paddy cul-
tivation during Yasangi 2025-26 
covered 64.36 lakh acres, result-
ing in an estimated production of 
141 lakh metric tonnes.

He said procurement oper-
ations were being intensified 
further and would preferably be 
completed before the onset of 
the southwest monsoon, forecast 
during the first week of June.

Expressing concern over the 
Centre's procurement policy, Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy said Telanga-
na's paddy production has been 
increasing steadily year after year 
since the Congress government 
assumed office.

"Every year and every crop sea-
son, rice production in Telangana 
is growing. Yet, despite this in-
crease in production, the quantity 
of rice being accepted by the Cen-
tre through FCI is being reduced. 
The Chief Minister and I have re-
peatedly raised this issue with the 
Union government," he said.

The Minister noted that Telan-
gana has become one of India's 
largest producers and procurers 
of paddy and deserves procure-

ment allocations commensurate 
with its production levels. To 
ensure smooth procurement, the 
State government established 
8,575 procurement centres, de-
ployed nearly 13,000 transport 
vehicles, and mobilised over two 
lakh personnel for procurement, 
transportation and logistics op-
erations. MSP payments amount-
ing to Rs. 11,050 crore have al-
ready been credited directly into 
farmers' bank accounts, he said.

The Minister said that during 
the current KMS 2025-26 sea-
son, both Kharif and Yasangi 
crop cycles, farmer payments and 
procurement costs involved over 
Rs 39,300 crore. He said that 
under the ongoing KMS 2025-
26, covering both Kharif and 
Yasangi procurement cycles, pro-
curement-related operations and 
farmer payments have reached 
unprecedented levels, involving 
nearly Rs. 39,300 crore.

Referring to recent unseasonal 
rains, Uttam Kumar Reddy said 
the government had acted swiftly 
to protect farmers from losses.

Special arrangements enabled 
the transportation of 10,214 met-
ric tonnes of rain-soaked paddy 
to boiled rice mills, ensuring that 
affected farmers received MSP 
payments without hardship.

"Not a single farmer should 
suffer losses because of adverse 
weather conditions. We have en-
sured that farmers receive MSP 
and that procurement continues 
uninterrupted," he said. 

Telangana procured 60 LMT of paddy: Uttam
(On the occasion of 
“National Creativity 
Day” on 30 May)

National Creativity Day 
celebrated on 30 May an-
nually, was established to 

encourage individuals to explore 
their creative potential, extended 
to businesses as well, highlight-
ing how creativity fuels innova-
tion, problem-solving, and overall 
growth. Ot was founded in 2018 
by ScreenwritingU, an organisa-
tion that supports aspiring screen-
writers. Whether you are an artist, 
writer, musician, poet, filmmaker, 
blogger, photographer, graphics 
designer, or any of 100 other cre-
ative personalities worldwide. 
Other than nature, everything 
we see originated with a creative 
thought from someone like you. 
It’s an opportunity to celebrate 
the power of imagination and to 
encourage individuals to embrace 
their own creative potential. 

Humans are born Creative 
Humans are born to creative. 
Some are less, and some are more. 
More creative people implement 
their innovative ideas in their daily 
lives and have an edge over oth-
ers. Creativity is the ability to use 
imagination to generate original, 
unconventional, or valuable ideas, 
solutions, or expressions. It is not 
only limited to artistic pursuits 
but also serves as a fundamental 
problem-solving skill applicable to 

any discipline or daily challenges. 
The main components of creativ-
ity are originality, value, utility, 
imagination power. Psychologists 
broadly categorised creativity into 
distinct levels like Big-C Creativity 
(high-level creativity), Little-c Cre-
ativity (everyday, personal creativ-
ity) allowing anyone to be creative. 
The theme of National Creativity 
Day-2026 is “ Unleash your imagi-
nation and celebrate in full colour” 

to emphasise the importance of in-
novative and creative ideas. 

Creativity makes life more in-
teresting and dreamy. It also helps 
balance the brain and heart. This 
day is celebrated by trying some-
thing new, participate in creative 
challenge, attend a workshop, col-
laborate with others, visit a muse-
um, create something meaningful 
and so on. 

— Prof Madhusudhan 
Reddy Burra
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Employee Welfare and 
Safety Given Equal Priority

	Telangana accounts 
for 36% of the 
country’s oil palm 
cultivation area

	Revealed at National 
Conference-2026

	“This success was 
possible due to 
farmers’ hard  
work and govern-
ment support”: 
Minister Tummala 
Nageswara Rao

HYDERABAD

Telangana State Agriculture 
Minister Mr. Tummala Nag-
eswara Rao said that Tel-
angana has secured the top 
position in the country in im-
plementing the National Mis-
sion on Edible Oils – Oil Palm 
(NMEO-OP), a prestigious 
program being implemented 
by the Central Government. 
Speaking about the National 
Agriculture Conference-2026 
held in New Delhi on Friday, 
the minister said the Secre-
tary of the Union Ministry 
of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare presented state-wise 
progress in oil palm cultiva-
tion, confirming that Telanga-
na ranked first in the nation.

Under the NMEO-OP mis-
sion, oil palm cultivation 
has been undertaken across 
2,73,084 hectares nationwide 
from 2021 to 2026. Of this, 
Telangana alone accounts for 
98,112 hectares, representing 
36% of the total, which the 
minister described as a matter 
of pride for the state’s agricul-
ture sector. He stated that oil 
palm is currently cultivated 
on 1.16 lakh hectares in Tel-
angana, with 79,448 farmers 
engaged in the crop.

The minister said this 
achievement is not limited to 
statistics alone. He noted that 
the success was possible be-
cause farmers have started 
adopting profitable alternative 
crops alongside traditional 
farming, turning toward oil 
palm cultivation. Telangana 
farmers, he said, are signifi-
cantly contributing to the goals 
of both the Central and State 
Governments to reduce depen-
dence on edible oil imports and 
achieve self-sufficiency.

The minister explained that 

with the continuous rise in 
demand for edible oils in the 
country, oil palm cultivation 
has gained strategic impor-
tance. Compared to other 
oilseed crops, oil palm offers 
higher yields and has become 
a stable, long-term source of 
income for farmers. Once a 
plantation is established, it 
can provide yields for nearly 
30 years, enabling farmers to 
earn between ₹2 lakh and ₹3 
lakh per acre annually.

He further stated that the 
government has taken special 
measures to ensure that oil 
palm farmers face no mar-
keting difficulties. Fresh Fruit 
Bunches (FFBs) produced 
by farmers are being directly 
procured by oil palm compa-
nies, eliminating middlemen 
and ensuring remunerative 
prices. Currently, the price 
of oil palm bunches stands at 
₹23,501 per metric ton, which 
is proving beneficial to farm-
ers.

However, the minister 
opined that if the Central 
Government restores the ear-
lier 44% import duty on palm 
oil, it would greatly benefit 
domestic oil palm farmers. He 
said that an increase in import 
duty would boost demand for 
domestic produce and could 
raise oil palm bunch prices 
to around ₹25,000 per met-
ric ton. This, in turn, would 
increase farmers’ incomes 
and attract more farmers to-
ward oil palm cultivation. He 
added that it would also help 
increase domestic edible oil 
production, improve farmer 
incomes, and reduce depen-
dence on imports.

The minister emphasized 
that the State Government 
is giving top priority to ex-
panding oil palm cultivation. 
He said the government is 
providing quality seedlings, 
subsidies for drip irrigation 
systems, financial assistance 
for plantation maintenance 
during the first four years, 
incentives for intercropping, 
and subsidies of up to ₹51,000 
per acre for purchasing har-
vesting equipment. Addition-
ally, various agricultural tools 
are being supplied under sub-
sidy through the farm mecha-
nization scheme. These mea-
sures, he said, have reduced 
farmers’ investment burden 

and increased confidence in 
oil palm cultivation.

The minister also stated 
that the government is focus-
ing on developing processing 
infrastructure required for 
oil palm cultivation. At pres-
ent, three oil palm process-
ing mills are operational in 
the state — two in Bhadradri 
Kothagudem district and one 
in Siddipet district — with a 
combined processing capacity 
of 150 metric tons per hour. In 
addition, seven more process-
ing mills are under construc-
tion, and once completed, 
farmers will have better ac-
cess to nearby processing and 
marketing facilities.

He noted that the oil palm 
sector is not only increasing 
farmers’ incomes but also 
strengthening the rural econ-
omy. Processing mills, trans-
portation, harvesting, stor-
age, and related activities are 
generating direct and indirect 
employment opportunities 
for thousands of people. The 
sector is also contributing to 
industrial development in ru-
ral areas.

As part of crop diversifica-
tion, the State Government 
has decided to further expand 
oil palm cultivation. The min-
ister revealed that an action 
plan has been prepared to ex-
pand oil palm cultivation by 
another 85,000 acres during 
the 2026–27 financial year. 
The government, he said, is 
moving forward with three 
major objectives: increasing 
farmers’ incomes, achieving 
self-sufficiency in edible oils, 
and accelerating rural devel-
opment.

On this occasion, Min-
ister Tummala Nag-
eswara Rao stated:

“This top position is the 
result of the hard work, deter-
mination of Telangana farm-
ers, and the encouragement 
provided by the government. 
Telangana becoming Number 
One in oil palm cultivation 
across the country is a matter 
of pride for every farmer. The 
State Government will always 
stand by farmers for their wel-
fare and income growth. The 
government will extend every 
possible support required for 
the expansion of oil palm cul-
tivation.”

Telangana tops in 
implementation of NMEO-OP

HYDERABAD

State Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) C. 
Sudarshan Reddy, IAS, directed offi-
cials to ensure the proper implemen-
tation of the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) process, which will soon be 
conducted in the state by the Election 
Commission of India, with the objec-
tive of including every eligible voter in 
the electoral rolls and removing the 
names of ineligible persons from the 
list.

On Friday, a training program on the 
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) was 
conducted through video conference at 
the State Election Headquarters, joint-
ly led by Additional Chief Electoral Of-
ficer Dr. Vasam Venkateshwar Reddy, 
IAS.

Speaking on the occasion, the CEO 
stated that the training program was 
organized for District Election Officers 
(DEOs), Electoral Registration Officers 
(EROs), Assistant Electoral Registra-
tion Officers (AEROs), BLO Supervi-
sors, and other election officials with 
the aim of further strengthening the 
election machinery.

Addressing the officials, the CEO 

explained the responsibilities of 
DEOs, EROs, AEROs, BLO Supervi-
sors, and BLOs, as well as IT-related 
activities involved in the SIR pro-
cess. During the training program, 
the State Nodal Officer (STNO) pro-
vided guidance on the legal provi-
sions related to the SIR process and 
explained the stages and procedures 
involved in its implementation.

The Project Manager (IT) explained 
the ECINET modules, SIR stages such 
as pre-draft and post-draft activities, 
the BLO app, technical aspects, and the 

process of filling out the enumeration 
form. Officials also clarified several 
doubts raised by participants during 
the video conference.

The video conference was attended 
by the GHMC Commissioner, Hyder-
abad District Election Officer, all Dis-
trict Collectors and District Election 
Officers from across the state, along 
with the concerned EROs, AEROs, and 
BLO Supervisors. Deputy CEO (FAC), 
State Nodal Officers from the CEO’s 
office, and related staff members also 
participated in the conference.

Singareni CMD Reviews 
Progress of New 800 MW 

Thermal Power Unit
JAIPUR

Singareni Chairman & Managing Direc-
tor Dr. Buddhaprakash Jyoti, IAS, visit-
ed the Singareni Thermal Power Plant 
(STPP) at Jaipur Mandal on Friday and 
reviewed the progress of the ongoing 
construction works of the new 800 MW 
Thermal Power Unit.

During the inspection, the CMD di-
rected the concerned officials to ensure 
the timely completion of the project as 
per the scheduled targets. He empha-
sized the importance of maintaining 
quality standards and adhering to the 
project timeline to strengthen Singare-
ni’s power generation capacity. As part 
of the visit, Dr. Buddhaprakash Jyoti 
planted a sapling on the plant premises 
and inaugurated the Rescue Safety Con-
trol Room.

He also reviewed the performance 
and progress of the thermal and solar 
power projects being undertaken by 
the company and held discussions with 
officials on various operational and de-
velopmental aspects. Directors of SCCL 
and senior officials accompanied the 
CMD during the inspection.

Proper implementation of the Special SIR

Unleash your imagination 
and celebrate in full colour

Fake GOs, Rs.4-cr Illegal 
Land Deal Racket Busted 
in Cyberabad; 3 Arrested

HYDERABAD

In a major crackdown on land fraud, 
the Cyberabad Police arrested three 
accused in connection with a fake Gov-
ernment Orders (GOs) and illegal land 
deal racket involving nearly 10 acres of 
government land in Gandipet village. 
According to police, the case surfaced 
after Gandipet Tahsildar Srinivas Red-
dy lodged a complaint on May 23 al-
leging that forged Government Orders 
were being circulated on WhatsApp 
and social media, falsely claiming that 
government land in Survey No.18 of 
Gandipet had been regularized in fa-
vour of private individuals.

Based on the complaint, Narsin-
gi Police Station registered a case and 
launched an investigation. Police con-
ducted searches at the residences of 
accused Nimmala Venugopal, Nimma-
la Ramaswamy and Nimmala Rajesh, 
seizing bank passbooks, MoUs, mobile 
phones and a laptop.

Investigators found that members of 
the Nimmala family allegedly claimed 
ownership over around 10 acres of gov-
ernment poramboke land despite their 
petitions being dismissed by the High 
Court in October 2025. Police said the 
accused then allegedly conspired with 
Bolla Ramesh and Brahma Naidu to sell 
the land at Rs.3.5 crore per acre using 
fabricated ownership documents and 
fake GOs. The accused allegedly received 
nearly Rs.4 crore as part of the proposed 
land transaction. Police said the con-
spiracy was facilitated by Sunil, Rad-
hakrishna and others, who are currently 
absconding. 
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No politics involved: Suvendu 
Adhikari announces Bengal 

census from August 1
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari 
announced the schedule 

for the Census in the 
state and stressed that 
the exercise is crucial 

for governance and has 
no political connection.

West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhika-

ri on Friday said the Census 
2027 would be held in the 
state between August 1 and 
February end next year, and 
asserted that the headcount 
process has no connection 
with politics. Stressing the 
significance of the exercise, 
he urged people to partic-
ipate in the process. "The 
census in Bengal will begin 
from August 1 and contin-
ue till midnight on Febru-
ary end next year. It has no 
connection with politics," he 
said. The chief minister said 
India had made considera-
ble progress in census oper-
ations and that West Bengal 

needs to catch up with oth-
er states. "The country has 
moved far ahead in census 
operations, while we have 
remained behind," Adhikari 
said. He also referred to al-
leged demographic change in 
parts of the state, attributing 
it to cross-border infiltra-
tion. "We have a 600-kilo-
metre-long unfenced border 
with Bangladesh. As the pre-
vious state government did 
not hand over land to BSF, 
fencing could not be done, 
which led to infiltration and 
a change in the demographic 
composition in parts of West 
Bengal," he said. He stressed 
that accurate census data 
was essential for governance 
and planning. "This census 
drive is very important. I 
urge everyone in Bengal to 
take part in it," Adhikari 
said. The chief minister at-
tended a meeting at the state 
secretariat Nabanna in con-
nection with the first phase 
of the 'Census of India, 2027'.

DK Shivakumar's likely Cabinet takes shape; 
Siddaramaiah loyalists among ministers

A list of 15 likely names 
has surfaced for Kar-
nataka's new cabinet 

under DK Shivakuamar, 
reflecting power balanc-
ing, caste equations and 

continuity.

As Karnataka prepares for 
a major political transi-

tion, with DK Shivakumar set 
to take over as Chief Minister 
from Siddaramaiah, the con-
tours of the possible new Cab-
inet are beginning to emerge, 
though discussions are still 
underway. Even as the Con-
gress high command works to 
ensure a smooth leadership 
transition, intense delibera-
tions continue over ministerial 
berths, caste representation, 
regional balance and the ac-
commodation of loyalists from 
both the Siddaramaiah and 
Shivakumar camps. The pro-
posed Cabinet is expected to 
retain several ministers from 
the outgoing Siddaramaiah 
government, signalling an at-
tempt to maintain continuity 
while also balancing internal 
power equations within the 
party.

The likely ministers are:

	

Yathindra Siddaramai-
ah: Son of the outgoing 
Chief Minister, and he had 
reportedly been pushing for 
a major role for his son in the 
new Cabinet, including a key 
portfolio or a possible Depu-
ty Chief Minister post.

	 AS Ponnanna: Senior 
Congress MLA and Siddara-
maiah’s legal advisor. He has 
been closely associated with 
Siddaramaiah and is consid-
ered part of his inner circle.

	 G Parameshwara: Vet-
eran Congress leader and 
outgoing Home Minister. A 
prominent Dalit face whose 
name was also discussed 
for the Chief Minister’s post 
during the leadership tran-
sition.

	 MB Patil: The outgoing 
Minister for Large and Me-
dium Industries is a Sid-
daramaiah aide. A powerful 
Lingayat leader from north 
Karnataka and one of the 
senior-most Congress lead-
ers in the state.

	 Byrathi Suresh: MLA 
from Hebbal and outgoing 
Urban Development Minis-
ter. He is regarded as an in-
fluential Bengaluru leader in 
the Congress.

	 HC Mahadevappa: Senior 
Dalit leader and outgoing 
Social Welfare Minister. A 
long-time Siddaramaiah 
loyalist and an important 
Ahinda face in the party.

	 Priyank Kharge: Outgo-
ing Rural Development and 

Panchayat Raj Minister and 
son of Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge.

	 Krishna Byre Gowda: 
Outgoing Revenue Minis-
ter and a senior Bengalu-
ru-based Congress leader 
known for his administra-
tive experience.

	 Santosh Lad: Another Sid-
daramaiah loyalist and out-
going Labour Minister and 
influential leader from north 
Karnataka.

	 Dinesh Gundu Rao: Out-
going Health and Family 
Welfare Minister and for-
mer Karnataka Congress 
president. A senior Congress 
organisational face from 
Bengaluru.

	 Lakshmi Hebbalkar: 
Outgoing Women and Child 
Development Minister and 
influential Congress leader 
from Belagavi district. Her 
name has also surfaced in 
discussions for a Deputy 
Chief Minister post.

	 Ramalinga Reddy: Sen-
ior Congress leader who 
handled the Transport and 
Muzrai portfolios in the out-
going government. A strong 
Bengaluru-based Vokkaliga 

face in the party.
	 Rizwan Arshad: Congress 

MLA and one of the party’s 
key minority faces in the 
Karnataka Assembly.

	 UT Khader: Karnataka 
Assembly Speaker and sen-
ior Congress minority lead-
er from coastal Karnataka. 
He has previously served as 
a minister in Congress gov-
ernments.

	 Sharath Bachegowda: 
Young Congress MLA who 
earlier served as chairman 
of the Karnataka State Elec-
tronics Development Corpo-
ration. Seen as an emerging 
face in the party.
A notable absence was KJ 

George, the veteran Con-
gress leader and another close 
Siddaramaiah loyalist, who 
served as the Energy Minister 
in the outgoing government.

With Siddaramaiah having 
already resigned, the Congress 
Legislature Party is set to con-
vene on Saturday and is likely 
to take a final decision on the 
Chief Ministerial post, fol-
lowing which swift moves are 
expected towards government 
formation and the oath-taking 
ceremony.

Green Energy Corridor in Andhra Pradesh
AMARAVATI, MAY 29:

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment is taking steps to estab-

lish a Green Energy Corridor in 
the state and further strengthen 
the electricity network accord-
ingly. As part of Green Energy 
Corridor-3, proposals worth ap-
proximately ₹22,000 crore have 
been prepared to connect 18 
gigawatts (GW) of green energy 
to the main grid. Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu reviewed 
the Power Department at the 
State Secretariat on Friday. Dis-
cussions covered the Green En-
ergy Corridor, the current power 
supply situation, plans for the 
next six months, progress under 
PM Surya Ghar, PM Kusum, and 
PM E-Drive schemes, the status 
of projects approved under the 
APIEC policy, strengthening of 
NREDCAP, and construction of 
a Digital Twin Grid. The Chief 
Minister asked officials about 
the steps being taken to expand 
the transmission network under 
the Green Energy Corridor. Of-
ficials explained that measures 
are being implemented under 
Green Energy Corridor Phase-3 
to integrate approximately 18 
GW of green energy into the 
main grid. New transmission 
lines and pooling stations will 
be constructed for this purpose. 
Out of the total 18 GW, around 
11 GW generated through solar 
power and about 7 GW gener-
ated through pumped storage 
projects will be connected to the 
main grid. Officials said approx-
imately 2,261 kilometers of new 

transmission lines will be laid. 
Plans have also been prepared 
to establish five major pooling 
stations with a combined capac-
ity of 9,500 MW at Mudigubba, 
Talupula, Ramayapatnam, Poru-
mamilla, and Koppaka. On the 
occasion, Chief Minister Chan-
drababu stated that the state 
has set a target of generating 160 
GW of green energy and stressed 
the need to develop the network 
accordingly. He said the com-
pletion of the Andhra Pradesh 
Green Energy Corridor would 
greatly help in supplying elec-
tricity required for data centers 
in the state. He also observed 
that strengthening power infra-
structure would attract large-
scale investments into various 
sectors. The Chief Minister di-
rected officials to launch the pro-
ject immediately and complete it 
within a fixed timeline.

Faster Implementation of 
PM Surya Ghar

As part of the review, the Chief 
Minister discussed the imple-
mentation of schemes such as 
PM Surya Ghar and PM Kusum 
with officials. He also reviewed 
the progress of solarization work 
on government buildings. Offi-
cials informed him that the pro-
cess of solarizing government 
buildings with a total capacity 
of 200 MW has already begun 
across the state. They stated 
that the RESCO model is being 
adopted for this process and so-
lar panels will be installed under 
the net metering system. Under a 
pilot project, 78 Gurukul schools 
and hostels in Chittoor district 
have been selected. Officials also 
informed the Chief Minister that 
2,898 hostels and schools have 
been identified for installation 
of solar panels to create “healthy 
campuses” under the Net Zero 
model. The Chief Minister stat-
ed that increased solar usage in 
government offices and schools 

would reduce the government’s 
electricity burden and instruct-
ed officials to focus completely 
on this initiative. He noted that 
Andhra Pradesh currently ranks 
fourth in the implementation of 
the PM Surya Ghar scheme and 
directed officials to take steps 
to secure the top position. He 
said solar panels have already 
been installed in 1,35,821 hous-
es belonging to SC and ST ben-
eficiaries and directed that the 
remaining installations be com-
pleted by the end of August. For 
BC communities, the govern-
ment has targeted installation 
of solar panels in 10 lakh houses 
with a subsidy of ₹20,000 each. 
The Chief Minister instructed 
officials to expedite this process 
as well. The Chief Minister also 
directed officials to speed up the 
establishment of EV charging 
stations in the state. Officials 
stated that the process has be-
gun for setting up 577 EV charg-

ing stations across 131 locations. 
Officials also presented meas-
ures being implemented with 
the support of Stanford Univer-
sity’s “Pravah” organization and 
an Artificial Intelligence lab to 
reduce technical power losses 
in the APEPDCL region. They 
explained that a Digital Twin 
Grid for power supply is being 
developed for the first time in 
the country. Officials briefed 
the Chief Minister on projected 
electricity demand. They stat-
ed that from June 2026 to No-
vember 2026, the state’s peak 
electricity demand could reach 
12,226 MW, with daily demand 
ranging between 226 and 261 
million units. They added that 
the highest-ever peak demand of 
15,016 MW was recorded on May 
21. Electricity consumption up 
to May 27 reached 7,060 million 
units. Compared to 2025, power 
consumption during April–May 
2026 increased from 14.48% to 
16.77%, officials said. The Chief 
Minister also stated that a policy 
has been introduced to encour-
age the establishment of CBG 
(Compressed Bio-Gas) plants, 
which would financially benefit 
farmers. He directed officials to 
take proactive steps to ensure 
that CBG plants begin produc-
tion quickly.

World Economic Forum 
Team Meets CM

A delegation from the World 

Economic Forum met Chief 
Minister Chandrababu Naidu to 
discuss the action plan for im-
plementing the country’s first 
Thematic Centre for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (C4IR) 
established in Andhra Pradesh. 
An agreement for setting up the 
C4IR had already been signed 
earlier between AP Transco and 
the World Economic Forum. The 
C4IR will study sectors such as 
green energy, energy transition, 
and cyber resilience. During the 
meeting, the Chief Minister sug-
gested transforming the state 
into a global hub for green ener-
gy, digital transformation, and 
cybersecurity. He stressed the 
need to comprehensively study 
various power generation mod-
els and develop the best possi-
ble model. He also suggested 
integrating the Visakhapatnam 
Data Center Corridor, green 
hydrogen investments, and re-
newable energy capacity with 
the C4IR action plan. The Chief 
Minister directed C4IR to work 
with a result-oriented approach 
and asked officials to ensure that 
Andhra Pradesh reaches a stage 
where its progress can be show-
cased at the next Davos summit. 
Minister Gottipati Ravi Kumar, 
Chief Secretary Sai Prasad, and 
senior officials from the Power 
Department, AP Transco, Gen-
co, and Discoms participated in 
the meeting.

Proposals worth around ₹22,000 crore to connect 18 GW to the main grid.. Solar installations on government buildings to be expedited
Solarization of 2,898 hostels and schools under the Net Zero model.. PM Surya Ghar scheme to be implemented in line with set targets

Chief Minister Chandrababu reviews Power Department

Set timelines for 
completion of 

Infrastructure projects: CM
AMARAVATI: 

Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu directed 

officials to take necessary 
steps to ensure the timely 
completion of ports, airports 
and other infrastructure 
projects across the state. He 
stressed the need to estab-
lish strict time limits for the 
completion of all infrastruc-
ture works.The Chief Minis-
ter reviewed the progress of 
investments, infrastructure 
development, and APSRTC 
during a meeting held at the 
Secretariat today.
The Chief Minister re-
viewed the status of con-
struction works at Mula-
peta, Ramayapatnam and 
Machilipatnam ports. He 
also assessed the progress 
of fishing harbours at Juv-
valadinne, Nizampatnam, 
and Machilipatnam.Offi-
cials briefed the Chief Min-
ister on issues related to the 
construction of Dagadarthi, 
Kuppam and Srikakulam 
airports, including land ac-
quisition, funding mobili-
zation, and approvals from 
the Central Government. 
The Chief Minister also dis-
cussed the procurement of 
electric buses (EV buses) 

with officials.During the 
review, CM Chandrababu 
stated:"We have already 
announced inauguration 
dates for irrigation projects. 
Similarly, we are directing 
that major industries com-
ing into the state should 
be grounded and com-
mence production within 18 
months. Infrastructure pro-
jects must also be completed 
with the same sense of ur-
gency. Necessary measures 
should be taken to expedite 
the completion of ports, air-
ports, and fishing harbours 
currently in various stages 
of development."He further 
emphasized:"All processes—
including approvals, tech-
nical clearances, tendering 
and construction—must 
be carried out within de-
fined timelines. Equal focus 
should be placed on mobi-
lizing the required funds for 
these projects. Plans must 
also be prepared to opti-
mally utilize RTC assets and 
further strengthen the cor-
poration.
Ministers BC Janardhan 
Reddy and Mandipalli Ram 
Prasad Reddy, Chief Secre-
tary G Sai Prasad and senior 
officials participated in the 
review meeting.

Odisha Police step up  
anti-crime drive across state
BHUBANESWAR, MAY 29 

Odisha Police has in-
tensified its statewide 

crackdown on crime and 
criminal activities under a 
special enforcement drive 
launched on May 12 following 
directions from Odisha Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) 
Y.B. Khurania. According to a 
statement issued by the state 
police, the drive is being con-
ducted across all police ranges 
under the supervision of dis-
trict Superintendents of Po-
lice and the Commissioner of 
Police, Bhubaneswar-Cuttack. 
The operation is aimed at ex-
ecuting pending non-bailable 
warrants (NBWs), arresting 
absconders, curbing nar-
cotics smuggling, seizing il-
legal arms, checking illegal 
mineral transportation, and 
strengthening enforcement 
against drunk driving and 
other unlawful activities. Po-
lice sources said the special 
drive has been implemented 
under the direct supervision 
of Additional Director Gener-
al of Police (Law and Order) 
Sanjay Kumar. During the 
last 18 days, Odisha Police ex-

ecuted 5,703 pending NBWs 
across the state. Police also 
arrested 520 accused persons 
in different criminal cases 
and produced them before 
courts. Besides, 957 habitual 
offenders were booked un-
der relevant provisions of the 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita (BNSS), while action 
was taken against 2,620 per-
sons under Section 126 of the 
BNSS. As part of the anti-nar-
cotics drive, police registered 
97 NDPS cases and arrested 
137 accused persons. During 
raids conducted at various lo-
cations, police seized around 
7,398 kg of ganja, 586 grams 
of brown sugar, 220 grams of 
heroin, 219 litres of cough syr-
up, and 1,050 bottles of cough 
syrup. Police also seized 27 ve-

hicles, 14 mobile phones, three 
pistols, and cash worth Rs 2.92 
lakh allegedly used in drug 
trafficking. Additionally, 2,154 
excise-related cases were reg-
istered during the period. Spe-
cial emphasis was also laid on 
road safety enforcement. Po-
lice took action against 3,293 
persons for drunk driving and 
collected fines amounting to 
Rs 6.46 crore for violations of 
motor vehicle and road safety 
rules. The state police have 
also intensified action against 
illegal cattle transportation, 
mining and arms trade during 
the drive. In the drive against 
illegal cattle transportation, 
police registered 29 cases and 
arrested 13 accused persons. 
Due to timely intervention by 
the police, 284 cattle were res-
cued from 17 vehicles.  Odisha 
Police also intensified action 
against illegal mining activ-
ities.  In 654 cases related to 
illegal mining and mineral 
transportation, 162 persons 
were arrested. During the 
operation, police seized 878 
vehicles and machinery, in-
cluding excavators, trucks, 
tractors, trippers, power till-
ers and JCB machines. 

Pawan Kalyan orders continuous 
checks on Godavari pollution

AMARAVATI, MAY 29 

With the pollution in the 
Godavari River reach-

ing an alarming level, Andhra 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan on Friday direct-
ed the Pollution Control Board 
to conduct continuous inspec-
tions to prevent industrial efflu-
ents from being discharged into 
the river.

According to Pollution Con-
trol Board (PCB) officials, pol-
lution entering the Godavari 
River—originating from munic-
ipalities, industrial zones, rural 
areas, and the aquaculture sec-
tor—has reached a critical and 
alarming stage. Approximately 
104 million litres of sewage per 
day, discharged from munici-
palities across six districts, is 
currently contaminating the 
Godavari River. Of this total, 
the Andhra Paper Mills alone 
accounts for the discharge of 
up to 32 million litres of waste 
daily. Additionally, another 8.38 
million litres of sewage from 
rural areas, along with sub-
stantial quantities of industrial 
waste, are being discharged 
into the river on a daily basis. 
Compounding this situation is 

the daily discharge of 13.24 mil-
lion litres of wastewater from 
aquaculture operations in the 
Konaseema and West Godavari 
districts. Pawan Kalyan, who is 
also the minister for environ-
ment, directed officials to take 
immediate measures to curb 
pollution caused by the dis-
charge of sewage, industrial ef-
fluents, and aqua-related waste. 
According to an official release, 
it has been observed that sew-
age generated by towns situated 
along the banks of the Godavari 
River is being discharged direct-
ly into the river without under-
going any prior treatment. Large 
volumes of sewage are currently 
flowing into the Godavari from 
major urban centres, including 
the Rajamahendravaram Mu-
nicipal Corporation and the mu-

nicipalities of Kovvur, Naras-
apuram, and Tanuku. Currently, 
the Rajamahendravaram Mu-
nicipal Corporation generates 75 
million litres of sewage daily, of 
which 50 million litres are being 
discharged directly into the Go-
davari River. Furthermore, ap-
proximately 11.1 million litres of 
wastewater per day from Tanu-
ku Municipality, 14 million litres 
from Bhimavaram, 8.5 million 
litres from Narasapuram, and 
6 million litres from Kovvur 
are being released into the Go-
davari through drainage chan-
nels such as the Yanamadurru 
and Gostani drains. The daily 
discharge of sewage into the Go-
davari River also continues from 
various other municipalities. 
Pawan Kalyan emphasised that 
measures must be implemented 
to ensure that sewage generated 
in urban areas is released into 
the Godavari only after it has 
undergone proper treatment. To 
this end, he has issued directives 
to undertake the construction of 
Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) 
within the jurisdiction of every 
municipality, ensuring that their 
capacity is commensurate with 
the volume of sewage generated 
in the respective areas.

NIA conducts raids in Ajmer, 
Neemrana over suspected  
Pak-linked terror network

JAIPUR, MAY 29 

In a major anti-terror oper-
ation, the National Investi-

gation Agency (NIA) on Friday 
conducted raids at multiple 
locations in Rajasthan, includ-
ing Ajmer and Neemrana, in 
connection with suspected 
links to Pakistan-based terror-
ist Shahzad Bhatti and alleged 
terror-funding activities. The 
case is linked to Pakistani gang-
ster Shahzad Bhatti and opera-
tive Jasvir Chaudhary, who is 
accused of procuring weapons 
and IEDs from across the bor-
der using drones. In Ajmer, an 
NIA team raided a rented house 
in Ambika Vihar Colony on Bo-
raj Road and detained Parmesh 
Meena after nearly five hours of 
questioning. Meena, originally 
from Bhilwara, had been living 
in the house with his wife. Fol-
lowing the interrogation, the 
NIA team took him to Delhi for 
further questioning. According 
to sources, intelligence agencies 
had received inputs suggesting 
that Parmesh Meena was in 
contact with Pakistan-based 
terrorist Shahzad Bhatti 

through social media platforms. 
During the operation, the NIA, 
assisted by local police, also 
questioned nearby residents 
and examined Meena’s activ-
ities. Investigators reportedly 
found that he frequently played 
online games and was allegedly 
involved in debt recovery-relat-
ed work. The agency seized his 
mobile phone, laptop, social 
media account details and call 
detail records (CDRs) as part 
of the investigation. Following 
the raid, Ajmer Police and in-
telligence agencies began ques-
tioning his family members and 
acquaintances to trace possible 
links and networks. Officials 
said the operation is part of a 
broader crackdown after sev-
eral youths from Sri Gangana-
gar were earlier detained over 
suspected links with Shahzad 
Bhatti’s online network. In-
telligence agencies believe the 
network was attempting to lure 
young individuals with promis-
es of quick money. In a separate 
operation early on Friday morn-
ing, another NIA team raided a 
labour colony in Madhosingh-
pura village in Neemrana.

NIA files 
chargesheet 

against 3 Naxal 
operatives in 

explosives  
supply case

NEW DELHI: (MAY 29) 

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) has 

chargesheeted three alleged 
Naxal operatives in a case 
relating to the supply of ex-
plosives and logistical sup-
port to cadres of the banned 
CPI (Maoist) in Andhra 
Pradesh, officials said on 
Friday. Two of the accused, 
Naka Devid Raj alias 
Daveedu and Vijay Viswas, 
have been identified as over-
ground workers (OGWs) of 
the banned outfit, they said. 
They were caught red-hand-
ed and arrested by local po-
lice en route to hand over a 
consignment of explosives 
to the third accused, Sodi 
Kesa, an underground CPI 
(Maoist) cadre, an NIA 
statement said.



opinionSATURDAY
MAY | 30 | 2026
HYDERABAD | HYDERABAD HEADLINES 06

MSMEs: The Backbone Beneath  India’s 
Growth Story - Beyond Corporate India

Artificial Intelligence (AI), once considered a futuristic concept, 
is now becoming an integral part of everyday life in India. From 
mobile applications and digital payments to online education 
and governance services, AI is silently shaping how people learn, 

work, communicate, and access public services. As India rapidly embraces 
digital transformation, the rise of AI presents immense opportunities. At 
the same time, it also raises concerns about employment, ethics, and digital 
preparedness. The challenge before the nation is not whether AI should be 
adopted, but how it should be used responsibly and inclusively.

In the field of education, AI has opened new possibilities for personalized 
learning. Students can now access smart learning platforms that adapt to 
their pace and style of understanding. Language translation tools, virtual 
tutors, and AI-powered assessments are helping bridge educational gaps, 
especially in remote areas. Teachers too are benefiting from digital tools 
that simplify evaluation and lesson planning. However, technology cannot 
replace the human values that education imparts. Emotional understanding, 
creativity, and moral guidance still remain the strengths of human teachers. 
Therefore, AI should be viewed as a supportive tool rather than a substitute 
for educators.

The impact of AI on employment has become one of the most widely 
discussed issues across the world. In India, where millions of young people 
enter the workforce every year, concerns about automation replacing jobs 
are understandable. Repetitive and routine tasks in sectors such as customer 
service, data entry, and manufacturing may increasingly be handled by 
machines. Yet, history has shown that technological change also creates new 
opportunities. AI is expected to generate demand for skilled professionals in 
fields such as data science, cybersecurity, robotics, healthcare technology, 
and digital services. The key lies in preparing the workforce through skill 
development, vocational training, and continuous learning. Young Indians 
must be equipped not only with technical knowledge but also with adaptability 
and problem-solving abilities.

AI is also transforming governance and public administration. 
Governments are using AI-driven systems to improve traffic management, 
healthcare delivery, agriculture monitoring, and citizen services. Predictive 
technologies can help authorities respond more effectively to disasters, 
disease outbreaks, and resource management challenges. Digital governance, 
when used efficiently, can increase transparency and reduce delays in public 
services. However, such systems must ensure privacy, accountability, and 
fairness. Citizens should have confidence that their personal data is protected 
and that technology is being used for public welfare rather than unchecked 
surveillance.

As AI becomes more widespread, digital literacy has emerged as a 
national necessity. Many citizens still lack awareness about how digital 
platforms function, how data is collected, and how misinformation spreads 
online. Without proper awareness, people may become vulnerable to fraud, 
manipulation, or misuse of technology. Schools, colleges, and community 
institutions must therefore promote responsible digital education. 
Understanding AI should not remain limited to experts alone; ordinary 
citizens too should be empowered to engage with technology confidently and 
safely.

India stands at a crucial moment in its technological journey. AI has the 
potential to accelerate economic growth, improve public services, and expand 
human capabilities. But progress must be guided by responsibility, ethics, 
and inclusiveness. Technology should serve humanity, not overshadow it. 
By investing in education, digital literacy, ethical regulation, and skill 
development, India can ensure that the rise of AI becomes a force for collective 
progress rather than division. The future of AI in India will ultimately depend 
not only on innovation, but also on wisdom.

EDITORIAL
The Rise of AI in Everyday India: 

Opportunity, Anxiety and 
Responsibility

Recently, due to the crisis 
emerging from the dete-
rioration of global eco-
nomic conditions, our re-

spected Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi suggested several measures 
to tackle the situation. While some 
people are accepting these meas-
ures positively based on their own 
mindsets, others are criticizing the 
performance of the central govern-
ment. However, the real question 
is whether the mindset of Indians 
is favourable to economic develop-
ment or not. Psychological factors 
play a crucial role in promoting eco-
nomic development because they 
influence both individual and col-

lective behaviour. Strong achieve-
ment motivation encourages peo-
ple to work hard, demonstrate 
creativity, and take bold decisions. 
A positive attitude toward educa-
tion and skill development increas-
es productivity and employment 
opportunities. Future-oriented 
thinking and long-term planning 
help individuals save, invest, and 
use resources efficiently. Self-confi-
dence and an entrepreneurial spirit 
contribute to the establishment of 
new businesses and economic ex-
pansion. The willingness to accept 
change and adopt new technologies 
supports modernization. Disci-
pline, punctuality, and dedication 
to work improve the performance 
of institutions. Social trust and a 
cooperative attitude reduce trans-
action costs and enhance mutual 
collaboration. Rational thinking 
and problem-solving skills help 
people make better decisions. Ac-
cording to statistics from the World 
Values Survey and related studies, 
higher levels of trust are associated 
with better economic performance 

and stronger social cooperation. 
Therefore, trust is considered an 
important psychological trait that 
contributes to development.

Trust in Government 
Leaders’ Words 
During major crises such as 

pandemics, wars, or economic re-
cessions, people in some countries 
tend to trust their government 
leaders more than people in other 
countries. According to reports 
by the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
and the Edelman Trust Barome-
ter, public trust in government is 
among the highest in the world 
in countries such as Switzerland, 
Finland, Norway, Singapore, and 
Denmark. More than 82% of peo-
ple in Switzerland expressed trust 
in their government, while around 
76% of people in Finland showed 
confidence in theirs. In Norway 
and Denmark as well, this level was 
recorded at more than 60%. These 
countries are known for transpar-
ent governance, low corruption, 
strong healthcare systems, and 
providing clear communication 
during emergencies. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, people in 
these countries followed govern-
ment guidelines related to vaccines, 
lockdowns, and public safety to a 
greater extent. In Singapore too, 
high trust in the government con-
tinued because of effective crisis 
management and well-organized 
policies. In contrast, in countries 
such as France and Italy, trust in 
government leadership was much 
lower, with some surveys reporting 
it at around 28%. According to ex-
perts, people tend to trust leaders 
more when governments provide 
reliable information, take quick 
action, and offer economic support. 
Studies suggest that high levels of 
trust strengthen social unity and 
help governments respond more ef-
fectively to crises. Therefore, it can 
be said that in Northern European 
and some Asian countries, people 
rely heavily on government leaders 
during national emergencies.

Mindset of Indian Citizens
In India, during times of crisis, 

people often depend on govern-

ment leaders for guidance, safety 
measures, and emotional support. 
During the Indian independ-
ence movement, Mahatma Gan-
dhi called upon people to follow 
non-violence and unity. During the 
1965 war, Lal Bahadur Shastri gave 
the slogan “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan” 
and encouraged soldiers and farm-
ers to serve the nation. During the 
1971 war, Indira Gandhi urged citi-
zens to remain united and support 
national security. During the 2001 
Gujarat earthquake, government 
leaders appealed to people to coop-
erate with rescue teams and donate 
relief materials. During the 2004 
Indian Ocean tsunami, coastal res-
idents were advised to move to saf-
er areas and support rehabilitation 
programs. During the 2020 COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Narendra Modi 
announced a nationwide lockdown 
and urged people to stay at home, 
wear masks, and maintain social 
distancing. In all these situations, 
people cooperated with the gov-
ernment to the best of their ability. 
During economic crises, govern-
ments ask citizens to remain calm 
and support economic reforms. 
Therefore, at different periods in 
India, government leaders have 
played an important role in guiding 
and influencing public behaviour-
during emergencies.

The mindset of Indians is be-
coming increasingly favourable to 
economic development because of 
their strong aspirations for high-
er education, better jobs, and im-
proved living standards. Indians 
are rapidly adopting new technol-
ogies such as digital payments, 
online banking, and e-commerce, 
which is contributing to modern-
ization and economic growth. 
Family values encourage saving, 
investing in children’s education, 
and long-term financial planning. 
The growth of startups and en-
trepreneurship shows increas-
ing self-confidence, innovative 
thinking, and willingness to take 
risks among Indians. According 
to a 2025 report by the Observer 
Research Foundation, 98.6% of 
young Indians believe that India is 
emerging as a digital superpower, 
while 96.9% felt that innovations 
such as Unified Payments Inter-

face (UPI) and Aadhaar have made 
life easier. After demonetization, 
the use of cashless payments in-
creased rapidly. At present, India 
has become the world’s leading 
country in real-time digital pay-
ments. According to reports by Na-
tional Association of Software and 
Service Companies(NASSCOM), 
digital payments in India have in-
creased nearly 160 times over the 
past two decades. According to 
Home Credit India’s “Great Indian 
Wallet 2025” report, 73% of peo-
ple believe they will achieve their 
financial goals within the next five 
years, while 57% said their income 
has increased. This reflects the 
economic optimism among Indi-
ans. The same report states that 
spending on education increased 
by 34%, indicating the importance 
Indian families place on education. 
The establishment of more than 
223,000 startups by 2026 suggests 
that entrepreneurial spirit and the 
courage to take risks are growing 
among Indians.

The Indian family system gives 
importance to savings, investment 
in children’s education, and long-
term security, which contributes 
to the development of human re-
sources. The large youth popula-
tion creates favourableconditions 
for productivity, consumption, 
and market expansion. Growing 
interest in travel, improved life-
styles, and digital commerce is 
also increasing economic activity.
Overall, the mindset of Indians is 
characterized by optimism, a hard-
working nature, the ability to adopt 
technology, and aspirations for 
progress, which together provide 
strong support for the country’s 
economic development.

Is the Mindset of Indians Conducive to 

Economic Development?​

 DR. P. SUBRAMANYACHARY
Professor, School of  

Commerce and Management,  
Mohan Babu University

India’s economic story is often 
told through stock markets, 
corporate giants, IT campuses, 
and billion-dollar startups. Yet 

the everyday functioning of the econo-
my depends just as much on millions of 
small businesses operating far from the 
spotlight. Behind the headlines of rap-
id growth lies another India powered 
by workshops, small factories, local 
service units, food-processing centres, 
and family-run enterprises. Together, 
micro, small and medium enterpris-
es (MSMEs) form one of the strongest 
foundations of the Indian economy.

India’s economic resilience is sustained 
not only by billion-dollar companies, but 
also by millions of small enterprises op-
erating with limited resources and nar-
row profit margins. With more than 60 
million enterprises, over 110 million jobs, 
and a contribution of nearly 30 percent 
to India’s GDP and around 45 percent of 
exports, the MSME sector is not merely 
a supporting pillar. It is one of the coun-
try’s primary economic engines. Large 
corporations may shape the direction 
of growth, but MSMEs are the ones that 
spread economic activity across regions, 
communities, and social groups.

The Real Economic Network:
The importance of MSMEs becomes 

even more visible beyond metropolitan 
India. In many villages and small towns, 
a tailoring unit, fabrication workshop, 
handicraft centre, or food-processing 
business is not just a commercial activ-
ity; it is a source of survival for entire 
families. These enterprises generate 
local employment, sustain household 
incomes, and keep rural consumption 
alive. They also reduce distress migra-
tion by creating economic opportunities 
closer to home, easing pressure on over-
crowded urban centres. In many ways, 
MSMEs keep local economies function-
ing even during periods of economic 
uncertainty. For millions of Indians, 
MSMEs are not side businesses; they 
are the difference between economic 
security and vulnerability.

Changing Social Realities:
The sector has also quietly contribut-

ed to social change, particularly through 
women’s participation in the workforce. 
Across self-help groups, food-process-
ing businesses, handicrafts, and small-

scale services, increasing numbers of 
women are entering economic activity 
through MSMEs. In many households, 
this has altered spending priorities 
and decision-making patterns. Income 
earned by women often translates into 
greater investment in children’s edu-
cation, healthcare, and nutrition. Yet 
these opportunities remain uneven-
ly distributed. In many rural regions, 
women entrepreneurs still struggle 
with limited access to finance, training, 
markets, and digital infrastructure.

The Burden of Structural 
Challenges:
Despite their enormous contribution, 

MSMEs continue to operate under per-
sistent structural stress. A large section 
of India’s MSME ecosystem still operates 
informally, limiting access to institution-
al finance, legal protection, and organised 
markets. One of the biggest challenges is 
delayed payments. Many small business-
es that appear profitable on paper often 
face severe cash-flow shortages in prac-
tice. Payments from large companies and 
government institutions are frequently 
delayed for months, even though regula-
tions mandate clearance within 45 days. 
For enterprises dependent on continu-
ous working capital, such delays directly 
affect salaries, production cycles, and 
day-to-day operations. Access to formal 
credit remains another major obstacle. 
India’s banking system still relies heavily 
on collateral-based lending, placing small 
entrepreneurs at a disadvantage. Since 
many businesses lack substantial fixed 
assets, they are pushed outside the formal 
credit ecosystem and forced to depend on 
private lenders charging extremely high 
interest rates. In many cases, entrepre-
neurs spend more energy managing debt 
than expanding their businesses.

Technology and 
Global Competition:
Global economic changes are reshap-

ing the business environment faster 
than many MSMEs can adapt. Auto-
mation, artificial intelligence, digital 
commerce, and platform-based supply 
chains are transforming manufacturing 
and trade worldwide. However, a large 
number of Indian MSMEs continue to 
operate using traditional production 
methods. Limited awareness, weak dig-
ital infrastructure, shortage of skilled 

labour, and lack of investment capaci-
ty have slowed technological adoption 
across the sector.

The textile hub of Tiruppur illustrates 
this transition clearly. Once known for 
rapid expansion through low-cost man-
ufacturing, the cluster now faces grow-
ing pressure from automation-driven 
competition, stricter global quality 
standards, and sustainability require-
ments. Similar pressures are emerging 
across several industrial clusters in In-
dia. The rise of digital marketplaces and 
platforms such as ONDC has created 
new opportunities, but many smaller 
enterprises still lack the technological 
readiness to fully benefit from them.

The Sustainability Pressure:
Environmental compliance is becom-

ing another serious concern. Internation-
al markets are steadily tightening sus-
tainability standards, yet many MSMEs 
do not possess the financial capacity 
to invest in pollution-control systems, 
clean-energy infrastructure, or green 
manufacturing technologies. Compliance 
demands capital, while non-compliance 
invites penalties. For already fragile busi-
nesses, this creates an additional layer of 
financial pressure.

India’s manufacturing ambitions also 
face a larger global test. As multination-
al companies attempt to diversify sup-
ply chains under the “China Plus One” 
strategy, India is increasingly viewed as 
an alternative manufacturing destina-
tion. However, Indian MSMEs continue 
to lag behind competitors such as China 
and Vietnam in areas like quality testing, 
packaging standards, logistics efficiency, 
and production consistency. The absence 
of sufficient testing laboratories, certifica-
tion facilities, and modern support infra-
structure remains a serious limitation.

Policy Intentions and 
Ground Reality:
The government has introduced sev-

eral initiatives, including Mudra loans, 
Stand-Up India, and production-linked 
incentive schemes. At the policy level, 
these measures represent important in-
terventions. Yet implementation gaps 
remain significant. Complex banking 
procedures, bureaucratic delays, docu-
mentation barriers, and lack of awareness 
continue to prevent many small entrepre-
neurs from fully accessing these benefits.

What the MSME sector requires today 
is not temporary relief, but long-term 
structural reform. Credit systems must 
gradually move beyond rigid collateral 
requirements and adopt lending models 
based on business transactions and cash-
flow patterns. Payment regulations need 
stronger enforcement so that delayed in-
voices do not cripple small enterprises. 
Technology adoption should be supported 
through affordable automation schemes, 
industrial digital hubs, and accessible 
training centres.

The road a head:
Workforce preparedness also de-

serves urgent attention. India’s indus-
trial training institutes, polytechnics, 
and skill-development programmes 
need closer alignment with evolving in-
dustry requirements. Without a skilled 
workforce, technological modernisation 
within MSMEs will remain incomplete. 
India’s economic future cannot depend 
solely on a handful of large corporations. 
Its real strength lies in millions of small 
entrepreneurs working in factories, work-
shops, villages, and local markets across 
the country. MSMEs should no longer 
be viewed merely as sectors requiring 
subsidies or protection. They must be 
recognised as central partners in India’s 
long-term economic transformation. If 
India hopes to achieve inclusive growth, 
stronger exports, large-scale employment 
generation, and balanced regional de-
velopment, strengthening MSMEs is not 
optional. India cannot aspire to become a 
global economic power while neglecting 
the millions of small enterprises that sus-
tain its economy every single day. India’s 
growth story will remain incomplete if the 
businesses sustaining everyday economic 
life continue to struggle for survival.

D. JAIRAM
Subject Expert – Current Affairs

Founder & Mentor
Sri Jairam Competitive Academy
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I crossed the seven salted seas,
Through iron cities without trees.
I wore success like borrowed fire,
Yet walked with an unnamed desire.
I gathered crowns from distant lands,
Built strange futures with restless hands.
But beneath applause and golden fame,
My village softly spoke my name.
Years rebirthed this wandering frame,
Yet roots and soil remained the same.
A man may alter tongue and art
Not the homeland stitched within his heart.
One weary dawn, my spirit cried
For dusty paths and countryside.
Not as a victor carved in pride—
But as a lost child coming inside.
Though time had chained my migrant wings,
Memory flew beyond all things.
And there it stood in saffron flame
My village waiting just the same.
Dhanurmasam temple bells
Flowed like rivers through the wells.
Their sacred echoes touched the sky
And washed the exile from my eye.
Marigold garlands crowned each door,
Like suns upon the village floor.
White muggu patterns, finely spun,
Bloomed like constellations in the sun.
Dot by dot and line by line,
Women turned the earth divine.
Street to street the patterns streamed
Like ancient scriptures softly dreamed.
Curtains swayed in jasmine breeze,
Blessings floated through the trees.
Even the wind, with tender care,
Seemed to whisper, “You belong here.”
Golden paddy, mountain-high,
Bent beneath the copper sky.
Farmer hands, though rough with pain,
Still carried God within the grain.
Haridasu hymns at dawn
Made every threshold holy ground.
Jangam Devaralu, ash-arrayed,
Walked like saints whom time obeyed.
Village mothers glowed with grace,
Turmeric moonlight on each face.
Gobbemmalu circled bright,
Planets of harvest, earth, and light.
Bull races thundered through the plain,
Awakening sleeping blood again.
Kites climbed high through winds untamed
Like dreams too fearless to be chained.
Cockfight drums and conch-shell cries
Opened buried childhood skies.

Every lane and every tree
Unlocked forgotten parts of me.
Then truth arose, both deep and clear
A warning every youth must hear:
A nation dies not by the sword,
But when it forgets its native word.
When fields are left for hollow fame,
And roots are traded out for name,
The soul becomes a drifting flame
That neither earth nor sky can claim.
Build your dreams, embrace the new,
Let knowledge shape the world in you.
But never cut the living thread
That ties you to your village bread.
For culture is not ashes old
It is the fire our futures hold.
The village is not backward dust
It is civilization’s trust.
And as I stepped on sacred land,
I bowed and touched the mother sand.
Not before a throne above
But before my people’s timeless love.
For oceans split and empires fall,
Yet roots remember through it all.
The farther destiny makes us roam,
The deeper grows the call of home.

As India navigates global economic 
uncertainty, an important question 
emerges beyond policies and reforms — 
does the mindset of its people support 
economic growth? From rising trust 
in technology and entrepreneurship to 
aspirations for education and better living 
standards, the psychological outlook of 
Indians is increasingly becoming a strong 
driver of national development.
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New Bongaigaon Workshop 
Advances Modern Coach 

Rehabilitation under NFR
MALIGAON, 29 MAY, 

2026

Northeast Frontier Rail-
way has achieved sig-

nificant milestones at the 
Carriage & Wagon Work-
shop, New Bongaigaon, re-
flecting its continued focus 
on modernization, safety 
enhancement and opera-
tional excellence. One of the 
key achievements of North-
east Frontier Railway is the 
successful initiation of Mid-
Life Rehabilitation (MLR) 
work for Linke-Hofmann-
Busch (LHB) coaches at the 
New Bongaigaon Workshop. 
This development marks 
an important step towards 
enhancing passenger com-
fort, operational safety and 
the reliability of modern 
coaching stock. The first 
MLR coach is presently in 
the final stage of comple-
tion and is expected to be 
turned out shortly, marking 
a significant milestone for 
the workshop. In another 

notable achievement, NBQS 
has successfully installed 
and commissioned the LHB 
Bogie Load Testing facility. 
With this facility, all critical 
bogie parameters under load 
conditions are now being 
checked and verified before 
dispatch, ensuring higher 
reliability, quality assur-
ance and enhanced safety 
standards for overhauled 
LHB bogies.  Additionally, 
the workshop has also op-
erationalized the shot blast-
ing machine for LHB bogie 
frames and bolsters. This 
initiative has enabled mech-
anized shot blasting with im-
proved surface finish qual-
ity, contributing to better 
maintenance standards and 
operational efficiency.  These 
initiatives highlight North-
east Frontier Railway’s com-
mitment towards adopting 
advanced technologies, im-
proving maintenance prac-
tices and strengthening rail-
way infrastructure across 
the zone.

Congress stuns AAP in Kapurthala civic 
polls, wins clear majority with 31 seats

Congress upset the rul-
ing AAP by winning 31 

seats in the Kapurthala 
Municipal Corporation 

as Punjab's civic poll 
counting continued. The 
result stood out even as 

AAP led across the state, 
sharpening the political 
stakes before next year's 

Assembly elections.

Congress delivered a ma-
jor upset to the ruling 

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in 
the Kapurthala Municipal 
Corporation elections, secur-
ing a clear majority with 31 
seats as counting of votes for 
Punjab's civic body polls con-
tinued on Friday. AAP won 
11 seats in the corporation, 
while the BJP and Shiromani 
Akali Dal (SAD) secured three 
seats each and two seats went 
to others. Counting of votes 
for the civic body elections 
began at 8 am amid tight se-
curity arrangements. The 
elections were held on May 
26 using ballot papers for 102 
municipal bodies, including 
eight municipal corporations 

— Mohali, Bathinda, Abohar, 
Barnala, Kapurthala, Moga, 
Batala and Pathankot — along 
with 75 municipal councils 
and 19 nagar panchayats. The 
polls recorded a voter turnout 
of 63.94 per cent. A total of 
7,554 candidates contested the 
local body elections, which are 
being viewed as crucial for all 
major political parties in Pun-
jab — AAP, BJP, Congress and 
SAD — ahead of next year's 
Assembly elections. Officials 
said two micro observers were 
deputed at each counting cen-
tre and worked under the di-
rect supervision of the district 
general observer. Entry into 
counting halls remained re-
stricted to authorised persons 

only. Across Punjab, the rul-
ing AAP won more than 690 
wards and maintained leads 
in several others as count-
ing progressed. AAP workers 
celebrated the party's perfor-
mance by exchanging sweets 
and dancing to the beats of 
dhol. AAP leader Manish Sis-
odia thanked voters for re-
posing faith in party leaders 
Arvind Kejriwal and Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann. 
Claiming a strong mandate for 
the party, Sisodia said, "Peo-
ple of Punjab have replied to 
the 'ED party' (BJP). 'ED pol-
itics' will not work in Punjab." 
He also claimed that 1,142 BJP 
candidates had forfeited their 
security deposits. The civic 

body elections covered 1,897 
wards across the municipal 
bodies. Out of 1,977 wards, 
candidates in 80 wards were 
elected unopposed. According 
to Punjab State Election Com-
mission data, AAP had won 
698 wards, while Congress 
candidates secured victory in 
281 wards. Independents won 
217 wards, SAD candidates 
won 150 wards, BJP nominees 
secured 79 wards and BSP 
candidates won six wards. 
AAP registered a dominant 
performance in several key 
municipal councils. In Gidder-
baha Municipal Council, the 
party won 17 of the 19 wards, 
while Congress managed only 
two seats. Gidderbaha is con-
sidered a stronghold of Punjab 
Congress chief and Ludhia-
na MP Amrinder Singh Raja 
Warring. In Dhuri Municipal 
Council, AAP won 19 wards, 
while Independents secured 
two wards. Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann represents 
the Dhuri Assembly constit-
uency. However, Congress 
performed better in Cham-
kaur Sahib Municipal Coun-

cil, where it won seven wards. 
AAP and Independents se-
cured three wards each. For-
mer chief minister Charanjit 
Singh is a former MLA from 
the Chamkaur Sahib Assem-
bly segment. 

Reacting to the results, 
Punjab Finance Minister 
Harpal Singh Cheema said 
the people of Punjab had en-
dorsed the work of the AAP 
government. He said voters 
had shown the mirror to op-
position parties and asserted 
that the civic polls were con-
ducted in a transparent and 
fair manner. The opposition 
parties had earlier accused the 
AAP government of misusing 
official machinery during the 
elections. The civic polls are 
being seen as a litmus test for 
the ruling AAP as it seeks to 
retain power in Punjab in next 
year's Assembly elections. 
While AAP maintained an 
overall lead across the state, 
Congress scored a significant 
victory in the Kapurthala Mu-
nicipal Corporation by win-
ning 31 seats and comfortably 
outpacing the ruling party.

Manoj Kumar honored 13 non 
gezetted railway employees 

who are set to retire 
GORAKHPUR, MAY 29, 

2026: 

Chief Personnel Officer 
(Administration) Mr. Manoj 
Kumar honored 13 non-ga-
zetted railway employees 
who are set to retire on 
May 31, 2026, by present-
ing them with settlement 
payment documents and 
service certificates during 
a ceremony held on May 
29, 2026, in the Personnel 
Department’s conference 
hall. Addressing the retir-
ing railway employees, Chief 
Personnel Officer (Adminis-
tration) Mr. Manoj Kumar 
wished them a healthy and 
happy retired life. Officials 
from the Personnel and Ac-

counts Departments, union 
representatives, and fami-
ly members of the retiring 
employees were present on 
the occasion. In another 
ceremony organized by the 
Accounts Department, Prin-
cipal Financial Advisor Mr. 
Amarjeet Gautam honored 
retiring employees Assis-
tant Financial Advisors Mr. 
Krishna Ranjan and Mr. 
Parvez Akhtar, along with 
Senior Section Officer Mr. 
Satyendra Kumar Srivas-
tava, who are also retiring 
on May 31, 2026. They were 
presented with settlement 
payment documents and 
service certificates, and he 
wished them a happy and 
prosperous life ahead.

10th Song on 
Pamma’s Struggles 

New Delhi : The 10th song 
based on the social struggles 
and public welfare works 
of Paramjit Singh Pamma, 
National President of the 
'National Akali Dal', titled 
'Pamma Bina Dharna Safal 
Nahi' (No Protest is Success-
ful Without Pamma), is go-
ing to be released soon. The 
lyrics of this song have been 
penned by the famous writ-
er Balwinder Singh Sodhi, 
while singer Raish Kaur has 
lent her voice to it. Pamma 
has been continuously strug-
gling for the interests of soci-
ety and the public for the last 
32 years. From time to time, 
several famous singers and 
writers have created songs 
about his works and strug-
gles. Multiple documentaries 
have also been made on his 
life and social movements, 
which have been highly 
appreciated. Whether it is 
raising a voice against rising 
inflation, struggling over the 
issues of children's school 
fees and college admissions, 
warning the government 

about the spoiling future of 
youth and children due to 
online games, or conveying 
the interests of women and 
traders to the government—
Pamma has been playing an 
active role on every issue and 
has always emerged as the 
voice of the common pub-
lic. During his social work, 
he also had to face difficult 
situations multiple times. 
Amid continuous struggles 
and public movements, up to 
four stents have been placed 
in his heart, but despite this, 
he never stopped serving so-
ciety and raising the voice of 
public interest. Highlighting 
this very struggle, this new 
song will reflect his struggle, 
passion, and dedication to-
wards society.

Social Work to be Released Soon

Major push towards a healthy Haryana 
CHANDIGARH, MAY 29 : 

Further strengthening the 
resolve of “Healthy Harya-

na, Prosperous Haryana” and 
taking a significant step toward 
ensuring better healthcare and 
a dignified life for the people of 
the state, Haryana Chief Minis-
ter Sh Nayab Singh Saini inau-
gurated and laid the foundation 
stones for nine major health-
care projects worth over Rs 100 
crore at a state-level event held 
in Panchkula. Haryana Health 
Minister Kumari Arti Singh 
Rao and Women and Child De-
velopment Minister Smt. Shruti 
Choudhry were also present on 
the occasion. Taking a major 
step toward modernizing and 
strengthening healthcare in-
frastructure, the Chief Minister 
inaugurated 30 health institu-
tions constructed at a cost of Rs 
22.29 crore and laid the founda-
tion stones for 16 health institu-

tions costing Rs 21.50 crore. In 
addition, he laid the foundation 
stone for a Rest House at the 
District Civil Hospital, Sonipat, 
at a cost of Rs 6.45 crore. He also 
launched “Swasth Nari, Sashakt 
Parivar” Clinics (Women Clin-
ics) in 23 district hospitals at 
an annual operational cost of 
Rs 0.34 crore. Expanding CT 
Scan and MRI services under 
the Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP) model, the Chief Minis-
ter inaugurated MRI facilities 
at District Hospitals in Panipat 
and Kurukshetra at a cost of Rs 
12 crore, and CT Scan services 
at the Sub-Divisional Hospital, 
Bahadurgarh, and District Hos-
pital, Dadri, at a cost of Rs 10 
crore. The Chief Minister also 
launched Tele-ECG services 
across 600 health institutions 
at an annual cost of Rs 3 crore 
to ensure timely detection and 
treatment of heart diseases. Un-
der Corporate Social Responsi-

bility (CSR), healthcare equip-
ment worth over Rs 24 crore 
including anesthesia worksta-
tions, defibrillators, X-ray ma-
chines, TrueNat machines, and 
ICU beds was also dedicated 
to the public. Further, free di-
alysis facilities were launched 
at Maharishi Chyavan Medical 
College, Koriawas (Narnaul), 
and Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
Government Medical College, 
Chhainsa (Faridabad), at an 
annual cost of Rs 3.60 crore. 
The Chief Minister also laid 

the foundation stone for “Am-
rit Pharmacies” in 23 district 
hospitals at a cost of Rs 1.73 
crore to provide branded medi-
cines at affordable prices to the 
general public. Additionally, a 
special disaster management 
training programme for 4,600 
ASHA workers was launched 
at a cost of Rs 0.91 crore. Ad-
dressing the gathering, the 
Chief Minister said the day was 
especially significant as the na-
tion is celebrating 12 years of 
dedicated public service under 

the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Sh Narendra Modi. He 
stated that the historic trans-
formation witnessed in India’s 
healthcare sector during these 
12 years has been unprecedent-
ed. Recalling earlier times, he 
said poor families were often 
forced to travel to major cities 
for medical treatment. Illness-
es not only caused physical 
suffering but also severely im-
pacted the financial stability 
of families. However, today, 
initiatives such as Ayushman 
Bharat, Jan Aushadhi Kendras, 
the Digital Health Mission, the 
expansion of medical colleges, 
and advanced diagnostic facil-
ities have brought healthcare 
services to the doorsteps of the 
poor. The Chief Minister said he 
had given a clear target to the 
Health Department that every 
district hospital should emerge 
as the best hospital in its re-
spective city. He expressed sat-

isfaction that rapid and visible 
improvements are now being 
seen in district hospitals across 
Haryana. He further stated that 
the State Government is contin-
uously working to provide high-
end diagnostic facilities in every 
district. At present, CT Scan 
services are available in 18 dis-
tricts, while MRI facilities have 
already been started in seven 
districts. Ultrasound and blood 
analyzer facilities are now avail-
able in all districts of the state. 
He informed that the current 
financial year’s budget includes 
provisions for CT Scan, MRI, 
and digital X-ray machines in 
the remaining districts as well. 
In addition, the tendering pro-
cess for introducing MRI servic-
es in 13 more district hospitals 
has already been completed. In 
the coming years, citizens of 
Haryana will be able to access 
world-class diagnostic facilities 
within their own districts.

Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini  launches healthcare projects worth over Rs 100 Crore

NEET paper leak: SC stresses on accountability
NEW DELHI, MAY 29 

We should not disappoint 
our youngsters, the Su-

preme Court on Friday said 
while stressing that the real 
problem relating to medical 
entrance examination NEET-
UG would not stop till "actual 
accountability arises". Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta told the 
apex court that the government 
is seriously concerned about 
the concerns of the youths and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
is personally supervising the 
situation so that "there is no 
lacunae". Mehta told a bench 
of Justices P S Narasimha and 
Alok Aradhe that some new 
mechanisms have been put in 
place for the NEET-UG retest 
scheduled for June 21. "The 
real problem won't stop till ac-
tual accountability arises," the 
bench observed. The top court 
was hearing pleas, including 
the one seeking a direction to 
replace or restructure the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA), 
which is responsible for con-
ducting the NEET-UG, with a 
robust and autonomous body to 
conduct the medical entrance 

examination. The bench said 
it is "actually very traumatic" 
if something like this happens, 
not just for the students, but 
also for their families. "Ac-
countability will be effective 
only when you know on whose 
shoulders, which individual 
shoulders, the responsibility 
lies," it said. The top law of-
ficer said, "The buck must stop 
somewhere". Mehta said the 
issue relates to youths and the 
government is seriously con-
cerned about their concerns. 
"Some new mechanisms are 
also put in place for the June 
21 examination. It may not be 
appropriate to divulge what is 
there, otherwise the very pur-
pose will be frustrated. It is 
being monitored at the highest 
possible executive level," he 
said. "The prime minister per-
sonally is supervising this so 
that there is no lacunae," Mehta 
said. The bench cited the exam-
ple of the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) and said 
there was never a situation like 
paper leak in the examinations 
conducted by the commission 
and the NTA needs to learn 
from other institutions. "It is 

actually very traumatic if some-
thing like this happens, not 
just for the students, but also 
their families and everybody," 
the bench said, adding, "They 
invest so much of emotion".  
The bench also highlighted the 
problem that most of the insti-
tutions were ad-hoc. "So much 
so, that you will have the best of 
the officers working and every-
body will depend on that. It is 
the phenomenon everywhere 
in our country," it said. "It is 
not the individual who has the 
capability, it is the institution 
which has the capability. That is 
what you need to prepare," the 
bench said. It noted that pursu-
ant to its May 25 order, Director 
(Legal) of the NTA has filed an 

affidavit. "We will go through 
your affidavit and we will keep 
monitoring it for sometime," 
the bench said. It also noted 
that Dr K Radhakrishnan, 
who is a former chairman of 
the ISRO and presently work-
ing in honorary capacity as the 
chairman of the high-powered 
steering committee on NTA 
Reforms, has also filed an af-
fidavit indicating the imple-
mentation of the recommen-
dations of the committee and 
the future course of action. The 
bench asked the Centre to file 
an affidavit indicating how and 
in which manner the process of 
conduct and conclusion of the 
examination, year after year, 
will be done. It said the Centre 

would also indicate the meth-
od by which an "institutional 
memory through continuity of 
human resource, institutional 
expertise through deployment 
of specialised personnel and 
institutional plurality by com-
position of experts is put in 
place". "The endeavour is to en-
sure that NTA would have the 
wherewithal, physical as well 
as intellectual, to ensure that 
no incidents such as the 2024 or 
2026 examinations occur," the 
bench said. It said the affidavit 
be filed by the Centre within six 
weeks and posted the matter 
for hearing in the second week 
of July. During the hearing, the 
bench asked Radhakrishnan, 
who was present in the court, 
how much monitoring of the 
implementation has happened. 
"Also tell us how did this failure 
occur," the bench asked, add-
ing, "Despite the monitoring on 
the basis of the high-powered 
committee's recommendation, 
if this incident has happened, 
then there is something wrong 
with the original recommenda-
tion because it did not conceive 
of a situation which would have 
arisen". Radhakrishnan said 

many of the recommendations 
were initiated already. He said 
in 2025, NEET-UG was con-
ducted "almost satisfactorily" 
and there were a couple of inci-
dents of power failure in some 
of the examination centres. On 
May 12, the NTA cancelled the 
National Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (Undergraduate), or 
NEET, held on May 3 amid alle-
gations of paper leak. A re-ex-
amination has been scheduled 
for June 21. The paper leak 
allegations are under inves-
tigation by the CBI. After the 
questions of NEET-UG were 
allegedly leaked in 2024, the 
top court had refused to can-
cel the test but passed various 
directions aimed at tackling 
paper leaks and also a criteri-
on for cancelling public exams. 
While hearing the pleas on May 
25, the top court observed it's 
sad that the NTA has not learnt 
lessons from the earlier NEET  
paper leak. It had sought the 
response of the Centre, NTA 
and CBI on pleas for the re-
placement of the testing agency 
with a robust and autonomous 
body to conduct the medical 
entrance exam.

govt says PM personally supervising situation

Delhi Police arrest 5 Bangladeshi nationals for illegal stay in India
Delhi Police detained five 

Bangladeshi nationals in 
Mukherjee Nagar after verifying 
their visa status. The case has led 
to deportation proceedings and 
a wider drive against visa over-
stayers in the district. Five Bang-
ladeshi nationals were caught 
in Delhi's Mukherjee Nagar for 

allegedly overstaying in India af-
ter the expiry of their visas. The 
action was taken during a spe-
cial drive launched by the local 
police against illegal immigrants 
and foreign nationals residing 
in the country beyond their per-
mitted stay. According to police, 
the operation was initiated after 

information was received about 
a minor altercation between two 
groups in the area. During the in-
cident, local residents reportedly 
noticed two individuals speaking 
in Bangla and became suspicious 
about their presence. The mat-
ter was subsequently reported to 
Mukherjee Nagar police station. 

Acting on the information, police 
formed a dedicated team to verify 
the identities and residential sta-
tus of the suspected individuals. 
During questioning, the two men 
revealed that they were staying at 
a rented accommodation in Indira 
Vikas Colony along with three 
other Bangladeshi nationals. Fur-

ther investigation led police to the 
rented premises, where all five 
individuals were found residing. 
Enquiries revealed that they had 
entered India legally from Bang-
ladesh on different dates through 
the air route but had continued to 
stay in the country even after their 
visas had expired. Police said the 

five men had allegedly come to 
Delhi while exploring employ-
ment opportunities in Greece. 
According to investigators, they 
had been waiting since December 
2025 for interview calls or job of-
fers from Greece and remained in 
India despite the expiry of their 
visa validity.

Dharmendra 
Pradhan reviews 
Samagra Shiksha 

funds, stresses 
transparency

NEW DELHI: (MAY 29) 

Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan on 

Friday said a detailed review 
meeting was held regarding 
the release and utilisation of 
funds under the Samagra Shik-
sha Abhiyan, with a focus on 
making Samagra Shiksha 3.0 
more efficient, transparent and 
outcome-oriented.He said an 
integrated approach through 
convergence of key schemes, 
including Samagra Shiksha 
Abhiyan (SSA), PM-POSHAN 
(Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shak-
ti Nirman), Understanding of 
Lifelong Learning for All in 
Society (ULLAS), PM-SHRI 
(Pradhan Mantri Schools for 
Rising India) and other flag-
ship programmes, will be un-
dertaken from this year to en-
sure greater coordination and 
impact across the school educa-
tion ecosystem. In a post on X, 
Pradhan said, "Held a detailed 
review meeting on fund release 
and utilisation under Samagra 
Shiksha Abhiyan, with focus on 
making Samagra Shiksha 3.0 
more efficient, transparent and 
outcome-oriented. 
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India boosting maritime cooperation with France 
and Italy to maintain stability in IOR: Report

NEW DELHI

India’s growing role in the 
Indian Ocean Region (IOR), 
backed by deeper partner-
ships with France and Italy, 
is not aimed at heightening 
confrontation but at preserv-
ing regional stability. Such 
cooperation underscored the 
need to secure vital maritime 
trade routes, strengthen deter-
rence, and protect the shared 
strategic interests of the three 
countries amid the rising geo-
political competition, a report 
has stated.

“Indian Ocean politics is 
undergoing a major strategic 
churn, underpinned by China’s 
growing footprint, a receding 
US influence, and the Indian 
Ocean littoral states’ exposure 
to conflicts in the neighbouring 
Middle East, which has clear-
ly demonstrated to the littoral 
states, including India, why 
security in the Indian Ocean 
must move to the forefront of 
strategic calculations,” a report 
in Eurasia Review has detailed.

“Amid multiple ongoing con-
flicts and renewed internation-
al attention on the Middle East 
and Europe, the Indo-Pacific is 
already witnessing a relative 
decline in strategic focus. At 

the same time, questions about 
the US’s long-term credibility 
and commitment continue to 
shape strategic calculations 
across Asia. In this environ-
ment, the Indian Ocean Region 
(IOR) is rapidly emerging as 
one of the most consequential 
arenas of geopolitical competi-
tion,” it added.

The report noted that In-
dia’s longstanding policy of 
“multi-alignment and is-
sue-based coalitions" has 
proved advantageous. Rather 
than depending on rigid alli-
ance structures, it said, New 

Delhi has built flexible strate-
gic ties with countries sharing 
mutual concerns over mari-
time security, regional stabili-
ty, and freedom of navigation. 
Among the partners, France 
has grown into one of India's 
most “consequential and reli-
able strategic partners".

“This strategic convergence 
has significantly strengthened 
India-France cooperation in 
recent years. President Em-
manuel Macron’s visit to India 
earlier this year further rein-
forced the growing alignment 
between New Delhi and Paris 

on Indo-Pacific security, mari-
time governance, maritime do-
main awareness, and defence 
cooperation. Both countries 
increasingly recognise that 
preserving stability in the In-
dian Ocean requires sustained 
naval coordination, strategic 
interoperability, and long-term 
defence collaboration,” the re-
port mentioned.

Along with France, it said, 
Italy is becoming an increas-
ingly significant European 
partner for India in the IOR.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s recently concluded visit 

to Italy has elevated bilateral 
ties into a strategic partner-
ship, creating new avenues for 
maritime and defence cooper-
ation.

According to the report, Ita-
ly’s growing engagement in the 
Indo-Pacific is closely linked 
to concern over "maritime 
trade security, supply chain 
resilience, energy connectivity, 
and the protection of critical 
sea lanes" connecting Europe 
and Asia. “This is particular-
ly significant in the context of 
the India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor (IMEC), 
which aims to connect India 
to Europe via the Middle East 
and the Mediterranean. As one 
of the key European stakehold-
ers in IMEC, Italy increasingly 
recognises that the security of 
maritime routes in the Arabi-
an Sea and the wider Indian 
Ocean is directly linked to Eu-
rope’s long-term economic and 
strategic interests,” it high-
lighted.

The report noted that the 
partnership between India, 
France and Italy reflects an 
evolving framework of prag-
matic strategic cooperation 
aimed at preserving stability 
while steering clear of fixed 
bloc rivalries.

Pakistan: Train services in Balochistan 
remain suspended for second day

QUETTA

Trains operations in Pakistan's 
Quetta and other parts of Ba-
lochistan remained suspended 
for second consecutive day on 
Friday, railway officials said, cit-
ing "unavoidable circumstanc-
es" for the disruption, local me-
dia reported on Friday.

They said the Jaffar Express 
from Quetta to Peshawar would 
not depart on Friday while the 
train from Peshawar to Quetta 
would be sent back from Jaco-
babad. Railway authorities stat-
ed that train services in Baloch-
istan have remained suspended 
for the past two days, while the 
Bolan Mail and Chaman Pas-
senger services to Karachi were 
stopped, Pakistan-based Geo 
News reported.

Meanwhile, delays were also 
reported in several trains de-

parting from Karachi, sparking 
protests from passengers at 
Cantt Station. At least 14 peo-
ple were killed, including three 
Frontier Corps (FC) personnel, 
and several others injured in a 
blast that took place near the 
Chaman Phatak in Quetta on 
May 24, according to the Ba-
lochistan government spokes-
person. Several women and 

children suffered injuries in the 
blast and were taken to hospital. 
The Baloch Liberation Army 
(BLA) claimed responsibility 
for the blast targeting a military 
shuttle train near Chaman Pha-
tak. It said that 82 Pakistani mil-
itary personnel were killed and 
more than 121 others were in-
jured in the attack, The Baloch-
istan Post reported. In a detailed 

statement, BLA spokesperson 
Jeeyand Baloch said the attack 
was conducted through what the 
group termed "highly complex, 
organised, joint operation" by 
its Majeed Brigade, the group’s 
"fidayeen" unit, and its intelli-
gence wing, ZIRAB. According 
to the statement, the target was 
a military shuttle train carrying 
Pakistani army personnel from 
Quetta Cantonment to be at-
tached to the Jaffar Express.

Earlier in February, bus ser-
vices from major cities of Paki-
stan to Quetta were suspended 
due to the security situation in 
Balochistan, with all buses be-
ing stopped at Rakhni. Accord-
ing to officials and transport 
operators, the suspension of bus 
services between Quetta and 
other parts of Pakistan impacted 
several people in multiple cities, 
The Balochistan Post reported.

Australia must deepen defence ties with India to counter Chinese influence: Report
CANBERRA

Australia and India agreed to 
hold an annual Defence Min-
isters’ Dialogue, joint exercises 
across numerous domains and 
closer co-operation on infor-
mation sharing during the in-
augural Defence Minister's Di-
alogue. Defence partnerships 
do not move this fast by acci-
dent but because the strategic 
logic demands it, a report has 
stated.

Released in April, Australia's 
2026 National Defence Strat-
egy has stated the Northeast 
Indian Ocean as part of Aus-
tralia’s primary area of mili-
tary interest. The strategy has 
named India as a ‘top-tier secu-
rity partner’ and the most ‘im-

portant defence partner’ in that 
region, according to a report in 
The Australian.

"The reasoning is clear. 
China’s military build-up, de-
scribed in the strategy as the 
largest in the world today, is in-
creasingly visible in the Indian 
Ocean. The People’s Liberation 
Army Navy’s submarines patrol 
the region; Chinese research 
vessels survey its seabed; Bei-
jing’s strategic reach extends 
well beyond the Malacca Strait. 
Australia’s trade routes run 
through these waters, and both 
countries are resident maritime 
powers. This shared geography, 
and shared threat, creates a set 
of practical opportunities for 
deeper co-operation," Samuel 
Bashfield, Research Fellow at 

the La Trobe Centre for Global 
Security and Grace Corcoran, 
Research Fellow at the Austra-
lia India Institute, wrote in The 
Australian.

"Maritime security is the 
obvious one, and the most de-
veloped. Australian and Indian 
maritime patrol aircraft now 
conduct collaborative anti-sub-
marine warfare activities. The 
two countries are progressing 
an agreement on air-to-air re-
fuelling. The Joint Maritime 
Security Collaboration Road-
map, discussed at the October 
meeting, points towards more 
sustained co-operation in the 
maritime domain across the 
region," it added.

The report highlighted 
that, for India and Australia, 

defence industry is the most 
consequential opportunity, 
and the most complex as well. 
India's defence-industrial sec-
tor is a growing ecosystem of 
public shipyards, large man-
ufacturers, defence start-ups, 
and Make in India policy, that 
focuses on technology transfer, 
local production, and indigeni-

sation as conditions of access. 
Australian defence industry 
is small, export-oriented, and 
generally sells finished capa-
bility instead of co-developing 
it in someone else’s industrial 
policy. The top-down approach 
would be needed from govern-
ments of India and Australia 
for meeting the unrealised 

potential. "As stated in a re-
cent Australia India Institute 
report, this should be done ‘by 
supporting smaller Australian 
companies to engage and by the 
Indian government providing 
greater clarity on where it per-
ceives the opportunities to lie. 
They may also need to demon-
strate commitment by procur-
ing defence products made by 
Australia-India joint ventures," 
it mentioned.

Australia's Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for De-
fence, Richard Marles is trav-
elling to India later this week 
for the second Australia-India 
Defence Ministers' Dialogue. 
Marles stated that he is looking 
forward to meet Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh during his 

visit to India.
"Australia and India are 

top-tier security partners. I 
look forward meeting with De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh 
to further strengthen our de-
fence partnership following 
the strong progress we made 
during his visit to Australia 
last year," Marles was quoted as 
saying in a statement released 
by the Australian Defence Min-
istry ahead of the visit.

Highlighting that the first 
Australia–India Defence Min-
isters’ Dialogue was held in 
Australia last October, the 
Australian Defence Ministry 
stated on Thursday that the 
meeting showcases unprece-
dented progress in the bilat-
eral defence partnership and 

a shared ambition to enhance 
cooperation.

On May 8, India and Austra-
lia held the 10th edition of De-
fence Policy Talks in New Delhi. 
The officials of India and Aus-
tralia welcomed the increased 
frequency and complexity of 
joint exercises, according to the 
statement released by the Min-
istry of Defence.

"Both sides welcomed the 
recent advancements in bilat-
eral defence cooperation. The 
establishment of the annual 
India-Australia Defence Min-
isters’ Dialogue in 2025 has 
enhanced consultation and 
reflected the growing trust be-
tween the two countries," the 
Ministry of Defence said in a 
statement.

Trump says Iran deal awaits final decision
WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump 
said Friday that he was prepar-
ing to make a final decision on a 
potential agreement with Iran, 
outlining terms that include a 
commitment by Tehran never 
to acquire a nuclear weapon and 
the reopening of the Strait of 
Hormuz.

In a post on social media, 
Trump said Iran must accept 
a permanent ban on nuclear 
weapons as part of the proposed 
arrangement. "Iran must agree 
that they will never have a Nucle-
ar Weapon or Bomb," he wrote. 
Trump said the Strait of Hor-
muz, a vital shipping route for 
global energy supplies, should 
be reopened immediately.

"The Hormuz Strait must 
be immediately open, no tolls, 
for unrestricted shipping traf-
fic, in both directions," he said. 

The President also claimed that 
mines in the waterway were be-
ing removed and that shipping 
disrupted by a U.S. naval block-
ade would soon resume.

"Ships caught in the Strait 
due to our amazing and unprec-
edented Naval Blockade, which 
will now be lifted, may start 
the process of 'heading home!'" 

Trump wrote. He said US forces 
had already removed numerous 
mines and that Iran would com-
plete the removal or detonation 
of any remaining devices.

Trump's statement also ad-
dressed Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme. He claimed that en-
riched nuclear material buried 
deep underground following a 

US military strike nearly a year 
ago would be recovered and de-
stroyed. 

"The enriched material, 
sometimes referred to as 'Nu-
clear Dust,' which is buried 
deep underground with vir-
tually collapsed mountains, 
caused by our powerful B2 
Bomber attack 11 months ago, 
sitting on top of it, will be un-
earthed by the United States," 
he wrote. According to Trump, 
the operation would be con-
ducted "in close coordination 
and conjunction with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, plus the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency, and DESTROYED."

He said no financial transfers 
would take place under the ar-
rangement. "No money will be 
exchanged, until further notice," 
Trump wrote. He added that 
"other items, of far less impor-
tance, have been agreed to", but 

did not elaborate.
The President did not provide 

details on the status of negotia-
tions or indicate whether Irani-
an officials had formally accept-
ed the terms he described. He 
concluded his statement by say-
ing he would be meeting in the 
White House Situation Room 
"to make a final determination."

Any agreement involving the 
Strait of Hormuz would be close-
ly watched by governments and 
energy markets because of the 
waterway's role in transporting 
a significant share of the world's 
oil and natural gas supplies.

For India, developments in 
the Gulf carry particular signifi-
cance. India imports a large por-
tion of its crude oil requirements 
from the region, and disruptions 
in the Strait of Hormuz have his-
torically raised concerns about 
energy security, shipping costs 
and inflationary pressures.

Hungary secures release of 
16.4 billion euros in EU funds 
after agreement with Brussels

BRUSSELS

Hungarian Prime Minister 
Peter Magyar announced 
on Friday that Hungary had 
reached a political agreement 
with the European Union on 
the release of 16.4 billion eu-
ros (19.1 billion US dollars) in 
previously frozen European 
Union (EU) funds.

The agreement was 
reached following talks with 
European Commission Pres-
ident Ursula von der Leyen 
in Brussels and would unlock 
approximately 6,000 bil-
lion forints in EU resources, 
equivalent to about 13 per-
cent of Hungary's gross do-
mestic product, Magyar said.

The package consists of 10 
billion euros that can be un-
locked under Hungary's re-
vised Recovery and Resilience 
Plan, subject to the implemen-
tation of agreed reforms and 
investments, as well as 4.2 
billion euros in cohesion funds 
released after progress on gov-
ernance-related conditions 
and a further 2.2 billion euros 
linked to reforms in higher 
education and academic free-
dom, according to von der 
Leyen, Xinhua News Agency 
reported.

The funding will support 
projects in energy, transport, 
housing, digitalisation and 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises. Magyar said 

the resources would also 
be available for electricity 
grid upgrades, railway mod-
ernisation, rental housing 
projects, healthcare and ed-
ucation development, while 
several billion euros could be 
claimed for projects already 
completed or under imple-
mentation.

Speaking after the meet-
ing, Magyar described the 
outcome as a "historic day" 
for Hungary. "We are taking 
home the thousands of bil-
lions of forints in European 
Union support that belong 
to the Hungarian people," 
he said. Von der Leyen said 
the agreement followed 
weeks of intensive coopera-
tion between the European 
Commission and Hungary's 
new government on reforms 
aimed at strengthening an-
ti-corruption safeguards and 
the rule of law. "We agreed on 
a robust architecture to ensure 
that Hungary addresses cor-
ruption and rule-of-law con-
cerns," she said.

Iran obtains concessions through missiles, 
not dialogue: Tehran's top negotiator

TEHRAN

Iran obtains concessions with 
missiles not through dialogue, 
Iranian Parliament Speaker 
Mohammad Baqer Ghalibaf 
said on Friday. "We obtain con-
cessions not through dialogue, 
but with missiles; in negotia-
tions, we merely make them 
understandable," Ghalibaf 
wrote on X.

Ghalibaf, Tehran's top ne-
gotiator in ongoing peace talks 
with Washington, noted that 
Iran has no trust in the other 
guarantees or words; only ac-
tions are the measure. While 
outlining Iran's approach to the 
ongoing negotiations with the 
United States aimed at ending 
the war, he said that no action 
will be taken before the other 
side acts. He emphasised that 
“the winner of any agreement is 
the one who is better prepared 
for war from the day after.”

Meanwhile, the Trump ad-
ministration claimed that its 
campaign of military and eco-
nomic pressure has succeeded 
in bringing Iran to the negoti-
ating table on its nuclear pro-
gramme, with Treasury Sec-
retary Scott Bessent arguing 
that Tehran is now discussing 
issues that previous US ad-
ministrations could not get it to 

address. Bessent told reporters 
at a White House news confer-
ence that recent developments 
marked a significant shift in 
Iran's position and suggested 
that Washington's strategy was 
producing results.

"President Trump has done 
something that no other ad-
ministration is able to do," 
Bessent told reporters. "We 
have gotten the Iranians to talk 
about their nuclear program 
and to perhaps commit to not 
having one."

The Trump administration 
has also laid down three non-ne-
gotiable conditions for any 
agreement with Iran, Bessent 
said, insisting that Tehran must 
surrender its highly enriched 
uranium, abandon any pursuit 
of a nuclear weapon and restore 
free navigation through the 
Strait of Hormuz.

"He's not going to take a bad 
deal. He's going to make a great 
deal for the American peo-
ple," Bessent said. Bessent also 
claimed that pressure on Tehran 
had disrupted the Iranian lead-
ership's decision-making pro-
cess. "The Iranian government, 
such as it is, is three pillars. It is 
the elected government, it is the 
IRGC, and it is the clerics, and 
they are having trouble commu-
nicating," he said.

Combatting Ebola 
outbreak: Italy 

sending team of 
experts to DRC

ROME

Italy's government is urging 
Europe to step up surveil-
lance coordination at its bor-
ders to combat the spread of 
Ebola, Italy’s Prime Minister 
Georgia Meloni's office said 
in a statement on Friday.

Italy is sending a team of ex-
perts from Rome's Spallanzani 
infectious diseases hospital to 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) "as early as this 
weekend" to help combat the 
outbreak and strengthen mon-
itoring and control of the virus, 
PM Meloni’s office added.

"Italy believes that the 
epidemiological situation in 
Central Africa linked to the 
recent outbreak of the Bun-
dibugyo Ebola virus (BVD 
strain) in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and 
(neighbouring) Uganda re-
quires the utmost attention," 
read the statement, Adnk-
ronos news agency reported.

For this reason, Meloni 
has written to the European 
Union Council President Nikos 
Christodoulides, European 
Council President Antonio 
Costa, and European Com-
mission President Ursula von 
der Leyen, the statement said.

"The aim is to urge - while 
respecting national preroga-
tives on health protection - en-
hanced coordination of border 
surveillance through common 
rules for managing direct and 
indirect arrivals from the af-
fected areas," the statement 
went on. Meloni has proposed 
discussing the issue of border 
management at the Europe-
an Council meeting on June 
18-19. The government has 
requested a video-conference 
of EU health ministers on bor-
der surveillance coordination 
"as early as next week" and for 
"operational priorities" to be 
agreed at the EPSCO.

India and Canada 
discuss ways to 

strengthen defence 
cooperation

SINGAPORE

India and Canada on Friday 
discussed ways to strength-
en defence cooperation while 
exploring opportunities for 
deeper collaboration across 
several other sectors.

The discussions were held 
during a meeting between 
Defence Secretary Rajesh 
Kumar Singh and Canada's 
Senior Associate Deputy 
Minister of National De-
fence Kelvin Brosseau on the 
sidelines of the Shangri-La 
Dialogue in Singapore. In a 
post on X, Ministry of De-
fence's Directorate of Public 
Relations stated, "Both sides 
discussed ways to strength-
en India-Canada defence 
cooperation and explored 
opportunities.

Russian drone attack 
on Romania threatens 
Europe's security: Italy

ROME

The overnight Russian 
drone strike on a residential 
building in Romania's east-
ern city of Galati is a threat 
to European security, Italy's 
Prime Minister Giorgia Mel-
oni stated on Friday, deplor-
ing the "extremely serious 
act". "Last night, a Russian 
drone struck a civilian build-
ing in Romania, injuring two 
citizens on the territory of an 
allied country and a mem-
ber of the European Union," 
read Meloni's statement.

"This is an extremely seri-
ous act, which demonstrates 
that this war of aggression 
spares no one, continuing 
to brutally target innocent 
civilians, disregarding all 
boundaries, and jeopardis-
ing European security," the 
statement continued, Adnk-
ronos news agency reported.

"My deepest sympathy 
and solidarity go out to those 
affected, to the government, 
and to the entire Roma-
nian people," the statement 
added. The drone strike on 
the apartment building in 
Galati has drawn condem-
nation from top European 
officials, and Romania has 
asked NATO to accelerate 
the transfer of anti-drone 
capabilities.
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Navi Finserv Reports 344.54% 
YoY Growth in Q4 Profit; FY26 

Profitability Rises to ₹292 Crore
BENGALURU, 30 MAY 

2026

Navi Finserv Limited 
reported a strong im-

provement in profitability 
for the quarter and financial 
year ended March 31, 2026, 
reflecting continued focus on 
portfolio quality, disciplined 
underwriting, collections ef-
ficiency and technology-led 
operational scale across its 
lending business. For Q4 
FY26, standalone net profit 
rose 344.54% year-on-year 
to ₹134.83 crore, compared 
to ₹30.33 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter last year. 
Revenue from operations 
for the quarter increased 
44.06% year-on-year to 
₹738.19 crore. For the full 
financial year FY26, stan-
dalone net profit rose 31.64% 
to ₹292.21 crore, while annu-
al revenue from operations 
grew 8.36% to ₹2,461 crore. 
Commenting on the perfor-
mance, Abhishek Dwivedi, 
MD & CEO, Navi Finserv 
Limited, said: “Over the last 
few years, we have stayed fo-
cused on building a financial 
services business with strong 
operating fundamentals and 
long-term sustainability at 
its core. Our performance 
reflects continued discipline 
across underwriting, collec-
tions, risk management and 
execution efficiency. As the 
financial ecosystem matures, 
we believe institutions that 
combine technology, respon-
sible growth and operational 
discipline will be best posi-
tioned to build durable cus-
tomer trust over time.” Over 
FY26, Navi Finserv contin-
ued investing in technology 
infrastructure, automation 
and data-led underwriting 
capabilities to improve cus-

tomer experience and op-
erational efficiency across 
its lending platform. India’s 
financial services ecosys-
tem continues to see strong 
structural tailwinds driven 
by increasing formalisation, 
deeper digital adoption and 
broader access to credit. 
Navi Finserv believes these 
shifts will continue creat-
ing long-term opportunities 
for technology-led financial 
institutions focused on sus-
tainable scale and responsi-
ble growth.

About Navi Finserv:
Navi Finserv is an NBFC 

registered with RBI and cat-
egorized as an ‘NBFC-mid-
dle layer’ pursuant to Scale 
Based Regulations and a 
wholly owned subsidiary of 
Navi Limited (formerly Navi 
Technologies Limited). Navi 
Limited (formerly known 
as Navi Technologies Lim-
ited) is a digital-first finan-
cial services company on 
a mission to make finance 
simple for every Indian. As 
one of India’s fastest-grow-
ing financial destinations, 
Navi offers an easy-to-ac-
cess suite of financial ser-
vices (directly and through 
partners) including loans, 
insurance, mutual funds, 
and UPI payments. With 
millions of users across the 
country, Navi combines in-
house technology with deep 
consumer insight to create 
financial solutions that are 
intuitive, accessible, and re-
liable. Navi serves customers 
across their financial jour-
neys with a single, integrated 
experience. Headquartered 
in Bengaluru, Navi is com-
mitted to building a modern 
financial destination that is 
built on transparency, speed, 
and trust.

Rs 2,248 Crore, 9.7 Crore Lives
HYDERABAD, 29 MAY 2026

Reliance Foundation 
stepped up its social 

spending in FY 2025-26, but 
the bigger story may lie in 
what that money delivered on 
the ground. Rs 2,248 crore 
spent on corporate social re-
sponsibility (CSR) — up from 
Rs 2,156 crore the previous 
year — pushing its cumulative 
post-COVID CSR outlay past 
the Rs 9,500 crore mark. Since 
inception, the Foundation has 
reached over 9.7 crore people 
across India through initia-
tives spanning rural trans-
formation, education, health-
care, sports, animal welfare, 
and environment. But behind 
the numbers lies a more hu-
man story — of a dairy farm-
er in rural India who more 
than doubled his income, of 
a first-generation scholarship 
student whose education is 
generating Rs 4.4 in social 
value for every rupee invest-

ed, and of an early warning 
system that reached fishing 
communities on the Andhra 
Pradesh coast before Cyclone 
Montha made landfall. The 
Reliance Foundation Schol-
arship programme, launched 
in 2020-21, today supports 
5,100 students annually. An 
independent study by Athena 
Infonomics India found that 
every rupee invested in the 
programme generates Rs 4.4 
in measurable social value — 
a return that spans improved 
employability, higher lifetime 

earnings, and broader com-
munity uplift. On women's 
empowerment, the numbers 
are equally telling. Over 75% 
of women participants in Re-
liance Foundation's digital lit-
eracy and financial inclusion 
programme reported greater 
financial confidence. Half said 
they were more actively in-
volved in household financial 
decisions. Two-thirds noted 
a measurable reduction in 
gender-based disparities — 
outcomes that development 
economists recognise as lead-

ing indicators of lasting social 
change. Anant Ambani re-
ceived the Global Humanitar-
ian Award for 2025 from the 
Global Humane Society for his 
work with Vantara, Reliance's 
animal rescue and rehabilita-
tion centre that has now cared 
for over 1.5 lakh animals — 
making him the youngest and 
first Asian recipient of the dis-
tinction. Foundation Chair-
person Nita M. Ambani re-
ceived both the Global Peace 
Honour Award and the KISS 
Humanitarian Award 2025 
during the year. Numbers 
from the Rural Transforma-
tion Programme offer some 
of the most concrete evidence 
of ground-level impact. Dairy 
farmers saw daily milk pro-
duction climb from 6.14 litres 
to 10.37 litres. Average an-
nual dairy income rose from 
Rs 79,242 to Rs 1,30,395 — a 
64.6% jump. Overall annual 
household income increased 
by approximately 56%. Behav-

iour change metrics are equal-
ly striking: 81% of participat-
ing farmers adopted artificial 
insemination, while 98% took 
up green fodder cultivation.

When Cyclone Montha 
threatened coastal Andhra 
Pradesh, Reliance Founda-
tion's early warning systems 
reached fishing and farming 
communities ahead of the 
storm — earning a felicitation 
from the Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh. The Foun-
dation also won eight awards 
for communication and sto-
rytelling, including at the 
International Innovation SA-
BRE Awards South Asia 2025. 
Other recognitions during 
FY26 included the Indian CSR 
Award 2025 for Best Skill De-
velopment Initiative, the 19th 
CII National Award for Excel-
lence in Water Management, 
and the FICCI India Sports 
Awards 2025 for Best Corpo-
rate Promoting Sports – High 
Performance.

Reliance Foundation's Impact Goes Beyond the Numbers

Indian Engineers Drive AI Innovation 
in Samsung Galaxy S26 Series

GURUGRAM, INDIA – MAY 
29, 2026:

Samsung’s Research & 
Development centre in 

Noida (SRI-Noida) has made 
significant contribution in 
the development of AI fea-
tures for the Galaxy S26 
series, Samsung’s f lagship 
smartphone launched earli-
er this year.

“We started working on 
AI around three years ago. 
For Galaxy S26, we devel-
oped the Now Nudge and 
Now Brief features in close 
collaboration with the Su-
won R&D office in South 
Korea,” said Kyungyun 
Roo, Managing Director of 
SRI-Noida. Now Nudge pro-
vides proactive and relevant 
context-aware suggestions, 
while Now Brief surfaces 
timely reminders for impor-
tant events. Some of the oth-
er AI features co-developed 
by SRI-Noida engineers for 
the Galaxy S26 series smart-
phone are Creative Studio, 
Call Screening and Direct 
Voicemail. Creative Studio 

helps users create images, 
transform photos, design 
stickers, and make wall-
papers on the S26 series, 
while Call Screening is like a 
personal assistant – AI can 
answer, transcribe and fil-
ter calls. “The Direct Voice-
mail feature was developed 
basis feedback from Indian 
customers. We developed it 
for the Galaxy A series first 
and this year, it debuted on 
the f lagship Galaxy S26 se-
ries also,” Roo said. Estab-
lished in 2007, SRI-Noida’s 
key focus areas include AI, 
technical development and 
service development relat-
ed to smartphones, tablets 
and wearables. Roo said the 
opinion and feedback of In-

dian consumers are impor-
tant and play a meaningful 
role in the development of 
new features, such as the 
Privacy Display that debut-
ed on the Galaxy S26 Ultra 
and has become immensely 
popular since then. “In In-
dia, many OTPs come, and 
the traditional film used on 
top of the display blocks all 
the things. But our new Pri-
vacy Display only enables 
the notification area so it is 
quite beneficial for Indian 
users. I live in India, and 
so many OTPs come, and 
the OTPs are filtered well,” 
Roo said. Learning and de-
velopment is a priority for 
all SRI-Noida employees, 
who have been trained in 
Machine Learning and AI, 
thanks to a tie-up with top 
IITs. “We also have an engi-
neer exchange programme 
with South Korea through 
which some of our engi-
neers go there and some of 
the South Korean engineers 
come here. We collaborate 
closely as a global one team,” 
Roo added.

Toyota launches electric Urban 
Cruiser Ebella at Rs 23.6 lakh
BENGALURU, MAY 29: 

Toyota Kirloskar Mo-
tor (TKM) on Friday 

announced the price of its 
all-electric SUV, the Ur-
ban Cruiser Ebella E3, at Rs 
23.60 lakh (ex-showroom), 
marking a major step in the 
company’s multi-pathway 
strategy towards sustainable 
and carbon-neutral mobili-
ty. The Urban Cruiser Ebella 
E3 comes equipped with a 61 
kWh battery pack, delivering 
128 kW of power and 189 Nm 
of torque. The company said 
the vehicle combines bold 
SUV styling with advanced 
electric mobility technology 
and premium cabin comfort. 
Built on Toyota’s ‘Urban Tech’ 
design philosophy, the elec-
tric SUV features a hammer-
head-inspired front fascia, 
aerodynamic silhouette, LED 
lighting setup, dual-tone exte-
rior options and 18-inch alloy 
wheels. Inside the cabin, the 
Urban Cruiser Ebella offers 
ventilated front seats, am-
bient lighting with 12 colour 

choices, sliding and reclining 
rear seats, panoramic roof 
and a JBL premium sound 
system. The SUV also gets 
a 10.25-inch digital instru-
ment cluster and a 10.1-inch 
infotainment system with 
wireless Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto connectivity. 
On the safety front, Toyota 
has equipped the vehicle with 
Level 2 Advanced Driver As-
sistance Systems (ADAS), 
seven airbags, a high-tensile 
body structure and a 360-de-
gree camera. The company 
is offering an 8-year battery 
warranty along with assured 
buyback programmes, Bat-
tery-as-a-Service options and 
special finance schemes to en-

hance ownership experience. 
Toyota said it has strength-
ened its EV support network 
with more than 500 BEV-en-
abled service touchpoints and 
over 2,500 trained EV tech-
nicians across the country. 
Customers will also get access 
to 45-minute express mainte-
nance services.

The Urban Cruiser Ebella 
supports both AC and DC fast 
charging and includes smart 
connected features such as 
remote charging operations, 
charging schedules and bat-
tery monitoring through Toy-
ota’s i-Connect platform.

The electric SUV will be 
available in five monotone and 
four dual-tone colour options.

Sensex ends 1,000 points as weak monsoon 
forecast, Iran uncertainty spook investors

Benchmark stock market 
indices witnessed heavy 

selling on Thursday, with 
the Sensex tumbling 

more than 1,000 points 
and the Nifty slipping 

below the 23,600 mark, 
as investors reacted to 
concerns over a weak-

er-than-normal monsoon 
forecast and lingering 

uncertainty around the 
US-Iran conflict.

The S&P BSE Sensex 
plunged 1,092.06 points, 

or 1.44%, to close at 74,775.74, 
while the NSE Nifty50 
dropped 359.40 points, or 
1.50%, to settle at 23,547.75. 
Market sentiment weakened 
after the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) project-
ed monsoon rainfall at 90% 
of the Long Period Average 
(LPA), raising concerns about 
a possible impact on agricul-
tural output and food prices. 
Investors also remained cau-
tious as uncertainty persisted 

over the prospects of a lasting 
peace deal between the US and 
Iran, despite continued diplo-
matic efforts. The sell-off was 
broad-based, with the Nifty 
Midcap 100 falling 1.33% and 
the Nifty Smallcap 100 de-
clining 0.85%. India VIX, the 
market's fear gauge, surged 
8.02%, indicating a sharp rise 
in investor nervousness. Most 
sectoral indices ended in the 
red. Nifty Oil & Gas emerged 
as the biggest loser, falling 
2.47%, followed by Nifty 
Metal, which declined 2.02%. 
Nifty Auto fell 1.96%, Nifty 

Healthcare Index dropped 
1.86%, and Nifty Consumer 
Durables lost 1.62%. The Nifty 
IT index was the only major 
sector to buck the trend, rising 
0.60% on continued buying 
in technology stocks. Among 
Sensex stocks, Tech Mahin-
dra was the top gainer, ris-
ing 1.86%. HCL Technologies 
gained 1.65%, while Larsen & 
Toubro climbed 1.07%. Asian 
Paints added 0.17%, and Info-
sys ended marginally higher. 
On the losing side, Power Grid 
Corporation was the worst 
performer, falling 3.46%. In-

digo dropped 3.27%, NTPC 
declined 2.86%, Mahindra 
& Mahindra lost 2.72%, and 
Tata Steel fell 2.72%. Bajaj 
Finance, Reliance Industries, 
Sun Pharmaceutical Indus-
tries, UltraTech Cement and 
Titan Company also wit-
nessed heavy selling. Despite 
the sharp fall in equities, the 
Indian rupee strengthened 
significantly. The rupee ended 
at 95.00 against the US dol-
lar, gaining 0.7% during the 
day and recording its biggest 
single-day rise since April 2. 
Vinod Nair, Head of Research, 
Geojit Investments Limited, 
said, "The market witnessed 
broad-based selling pressure 
following the IMDs monsoon 
forecasts to 90% of the long 
period average (LPA), raising 
concerns among investors. 
The prospect of deficient 
rainfall, coupled with the 
increasing likelihood of an 
El Nio weather pattern, has 
heightened fears of elevated 
food inflation in the coming 

months." He added, "Howev-
er, the downside risk appears 
partially mitigated by the re-
cent moderation in crude oil 
prices and bond yields. Addi-
tionally, global sentiment re-
mains supported by expecta-
tions of a potential diplomatic 
breakthrough between the US 
and Iran, which has contrib-
uted to a rally in international 
markets." Nair said investors 
will now focus on domestic 
triggers. "In the near term, 
investor attention is expect-
ed to shift toward key do-
mestic triggers, particularly 
the upcoming RBI monetary 
policy decision and GDP data 
release, which will provide 
further insights into the in-
flation trajectory and overall 
economic momentum." Brent 
crude fell 1.52% to $92.29 
per barrel, while WTI crude 
declined 1.47% to $87.59 per 
barrel, offering some relief 
on the inflation front even as 
broader market sentiment re-
mained weak.

Wipro jumps 5%, lifts 
IT stocks as AI deal 
sparks sector rally

Wipro shares: Wipro 
stock gained as much 

as 4.76% during the day 
to Rs 211.20, while its 
American Depositary 
Receipts (ADRs) listed 
in the US had jumped 
more than 18% over-
night. Wipro shares 
surged nearly 5% on 
Thursday, leading a 

broad rally in informa-
tion technology stocks 

after the company 
announced an expanded 

artificial intelligence 
partnership with US-
based software firm 

ServiceNow. The stock 
gained as much as 4.76% 

during the day to Rs 
211.20, while its Ameri-
can Depositary Receipts 
(ADRs) listed in the US 
had jumped more than 

18% overnight.

Wipro's ADRs rallied 
18.54% to close at 

$2.43 on the New York Stock 
Exchange after surging as 
much as 21% during the ses-
sion, marking their biggest 
single-day gain since Octo-
ber 2008. The sharp move 
came after the Bengalu-
ru-based IT services com-
pany unveiled an expanded 
collaboration with Service-
Now focused on deploying 
agentic AI workflows across 
enterprise operations.

Under the expanded part-
nership, Wipro will integrate 
Wipro Intelligence, its suite 
of AI-powered platforms 
and solutions, with the 
ServiceNow AI Platform. 
The companies aim to help 
businesses automate and 
streamline processes across 
key functions including IT, 
human resources, procure-
ment and cybersecurity.

Wipro said the partner-
ship would help organisa-
tions reduce procurement 
bottlenecks, improve service 
quality and issue resolution 
in telecom operations, and 
strengthen cybersecurity 
response systems through 
AI-driven workflows.

The rally in Wipro quick-
ly spread across the broader 
IT sector. Infosys jumped 
3.80%, Tata Consultancy 
Services gained 1.70%, HCL 
Technologies rose 1.46%, 
and Tech Mahindra ad-
vanced 0.91%. The Nifty IT 
index climbed more than 
2%, making it one of the 
top-performing sectoral in-
dices of the day.

The strong gains in IT 
heavyweights also helped 
support the broader market. 
At a time when several bank-
ing, industrial and consum-
er stocks were trading in the 
red, buying in Infosys, TCS, 
HCL Technologies, Tech Ma-
hindra and Wipro helped 
keep benchmark indices in 
positive territory.

Apart from the AI part-
nership, investor sentiment 
has also been supported by 
Wipro's upcoming share 
buyback. In April, the com-
pany's board approved a Rs 
15,000 crore buyback at Rs 
250 per share. Wipro plans 
to repurchase up to 60 crore 
equity shares, representing 
more than 5% of its equity 
capital. The record date for 
the buyback has been fixed 
as June 5.

With a sharp ADR ral-
ly, fresh optimism around 
AI-led growth opportuni-
ties and continued interest 
ahead of the buyback, Wipro 
has emerged as one of the 
best-performing large-cap 
IT stocks in recent sessions.

Absolut maker fights Delhi ban over Rs 3,000 crore tax dispute
The Delhi High Court has re-

jected Pernod Ricard's plea 
to resume liquor sales in the cap-
ital. The order adds to a separate 
customs dispute that has put 
nearly Rs 3,000 crore at stake. 
Absolut Vodka maker faces Del-
hi ban, Rs 3,000 crore tax bat-
tle in India Absolut Vodka may 
remain unavailable in Delhi for 
the foreseeable future after the 
Delhi High Court rejected Per-

nod Ricard's plea to restart sales 
in the city. The setback comes at 
a difficult time for the French 
liquor company, which is also 
battling a tax dispute involving 
a demand of nearly Rs 3,000 
crore, reported news agency 
Reuters. The latest setback came 
on Friday when the Delhi High 
Court rejected Pernod Ricard's 
plea seeking permission to re-
sume sales in the national cap-

ital. The ruling means the com-
pany's brands, including Absolut 
Vodka and Chivas Regal, are 
unlikely to return to liquor store 

shelves in Delhi anytime soon. 
Pernod Ricard's products have 
been unavailable in Delhi since 
2023 as the company remains 
caught in the investigation 
linked to Delhi's 2021 excise 
policy. The dispute centres on 
whether a company named as an 
accused in the case can continue 
to receive a licence to sell liquor 
in the city. Delhi authorities had 
earlier rejected Pernod Ricard's 

licence application, citing what 
they described as serious alle-
gations made by the Directorate 
of Enforcement (ED). According 
to authorities, the company al-
legedly colluded with retailers 
to illegally increase its market 
share in 2021. Pernod Ricard 
did not immediately comment 
on the High Court verdict. The 
Delhi market is particularly 
important for the liquor giant. 

India is Pernod Ricard's largest 
market globally by volume, and 
before sales were halted, Delhi 
accounted for roughly 5% of the 
company's nationwide sales. The 
legal setback in Delhi comes at a 
time when the company is al-
ready facing another major chal-
lenge involving customs duties 
on Scotch whisky imports. The 
dispute has been running for 
several years.

Credit to 
industry rises at 
faster 15.1 pc in 
April: RBI data

MUMBAI: (MAY 29)

Bank credit to industry 
rose at a faster pace of 

15.1 per cent at end-April 
2026, compared to 7 per 
cent in the year-ago peri-
od, as per Reserve Bank 
data released on Friday. 
The RBI has released data 
on sectoral deployment of 
bank credit for April 2026, 
collected from 41 select 
banks, which together ac-
count for about 95 per cent 
of the total non-food credit 
by all commercial banks. 
"On a year-on-year (y-o-y) 
basis, non-food bank cred-
it grew 15.8 per cent as on 
the fortnight ended April 
30, 2026, compared to 9.8 
per cent during the corre-
sponding fortnight of the 
previous year (May 02, 
2025)," the RBI said.

Govt asks state 
fuel retailers 
to build LPG 

reserves for 30 
days of demand
NEW DELHI: (MAY 29) 

The government has 
asked state-run fuel 

retailers to expand liq-
uefied petroleum gas 
(LPG) storage capacity 
to cover at least 30 days 
of demand, a senior oil 
ministry official said on 
Friday, as supply disrup-
tions linked to the West 
Asia conflict highlight 
the need for larger re-
serves. "We are working 
on the strategic reserves. 
Oil marketing companies 
have been asked to work 
out (a plan) to have LPG 
reserves for a minimum 
of 30 days with them, 
and they are working on 
it," Sujata Sharma, joint 
secretary in the petro-
leum ministry, told re-
porters. The government 
has asked state-run oil 
marketing companies 
Indian Oil Corp (IOC), 
Bharat Petroleum Corp 
Ltd (BPCL) and Hindu-
stan Petroleum Corp Ltd 
(HPCL) to prepare plans 
for the additional storage 
over and above regular 
commercial inventories.
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REAL ESTATE

Under-construction or Under-construction or 
ready-to-move home ready-to-move home 

Which saves me more money in the long run?
Buying a home is exciting, but one 
question often leaves buyers con-
fused: should you go for a cheaper 
under-construction property or pay 
more for a ready-to-move home? 
Let's have a look. We have all heard 
this line at some point: “Buying a 

house is the biggest investment of 
your life.” Fair enough. But what 
people rarely tell you is that buying 
a house can also become one of life’s 
biggest fi nancial dilemmas. I found 
myself thinking about this recently. 
If I were buying a home today, would 

I go for an under-construction 
property because it looks cheaper 
on paper? Or would I stretch my 
budget a little and pick a ready-to-
move home that off ers certainty 
from day one? At fi rst glance, the 
answer feels simple. A lower price 

tag sounds tempting. But the deeper 
I looked, i.e., rent, GST, EMIs, tax 
benefi ts, delays and even legal head-
aches, the more complicated the 
maths became. So, when it comes 
to your money, which option truly 
makes more sense?

THE LOWER PRICE TRAP: IS 
CHEAPER ALWAYS BETTER?

Let us begin with what draws most 
buyers towards under-construction 
homes: affordability.

The entry price is usually lower, pay-
ment schedules are more f lexible and 
there is often hope that by the time the 
project is complete, the property value 
would have risen.

It sounds like a smart financial move. 
But there is another side to the story. 
Akash Pharande, Managing Director, 
Pharande Spaces, says the decision 
largely depends on what a buyer values 
more — immediate certainty or long-
term gains. “Properties that are still 
under construction usually come with 
lower entry prices, more f lexible instal-
ment arrangements, and often better 
appreciation prospects by the time the 
whole project gets finished,” he says. At 
the same time, he points out that ready-
to-move homes offer something equally 
valuable: predictability. “Ready-to-
move homes give immediate posses-
sion, zero construction worries, and in 
many cases GST is not applied, so your 
overall budgeting feels a bit more stable 
and predictable.” That made me think. 
Perhaps paying more upfront is not 
always about spending extra. Some-
times, it is simply the price of avoiding 
uncertainty.

THE HIDDEN COST NO-
BODY MENTIONS: RENT 

PLUS EMI
Here is where the real fi nan-

cial stress often begins. Imagine 
booking an under-construction 
fl at while continuing to live in a 
rented apartment. For several 
months, or in some cases, years, 
you may end up juggling rent 
along with pre-EMIs or home 
loan repayments. Suddenly, the 
“budget-friendly” home no longer 
feels so aff ordable. Pharande ad-
mits this can become a genuine 
challenge for salaried buyers. 
“For lots of salaried buyers there 
can be this short-term double 
fi nancial load, especially when 
buying a home that is still under 
construction. They end up pay-
ing rent alongside dealing with 
pre-EMI or EMI responsibilities 
during the building period,” he 
explains. While staggered pay-
ment plans off ered by developers 
and banks can reduce some pres-
sure, he says buyers still need to 
examine their cash fl ow carefully 
before committing. Tax expert 
and CA Nishant Shankar puts it 
even more bluntly. “A buyer may 
continue paying rent while si-
multaneously servicing pre-EMI 

interest or EMIs on the home 
loan, creating a temporary double 
cash-fl ow burden. This can signif-
icantly strain fi nances, especially 
if possession gets delayed,” he 
says. His advice is straightfor-
ward: be realistic about how long 
you can sustain both expenses 
without disrupting other fi nan-
cial goals.

TAXES CAN QUIETLY 
CHANGE THE ENTIRE 

EQUATION
One thing I realised while 

speaking to experts is that many 
buyers focus heavily on the pur-
chase price but ignore tax im-
plications. That can be an ex-
pensive mistake. According to 
Shankar, ready-to-move homes 
enjoy a clear edge when it comes 
to immediate tax relief. “In a 
ready-to-move property, tax ben-
efi ts on both principal repayment 
and home loan interest general-
ly begin immediately,” he says. 
Under-construction properties 
work diff erently. “Principal re-
payment benefi ts typically begin 
only after possession, and inter-
est paid during construction can 
be claimed in instalments after 
possession,” Shankar explains. 
And then comes GST — a factor 

many buyers underestimate. Un-
der-construction homes gener-
ally attract GST, typically 5% for 
non-aff ordable housing and 1% 
for qualifying aff ordable housing. 

Ready-to-move properties with a 
completion certifi cate, however, 
do not attract GST. That diff er-
ence alone can noticeably alter 
the total cost of ownership.

ARE BUYERS PAYING MORE 

FOR PEACE OF MIND?

Sometimes I wonder if peo-
ple buying ready homes are 
not really paying more for 
property — they are paying 
for peace of mind. You know 
exactly what you are getting. 
You can physically inspect 
the house, understand the 
neighbourhood, assess con-
nectivity and even check 
practical things like sunlight 
and ventilation. Mohit Gawri, 
Vice President, Rise Infraven-
tures Limited, believes buyers 
need to stop looking only at 
headline prices. “Under-con-
struction homes may appear 
more aff ordable upfront. Is-
sues such as time delays, in-
creased costs, and continuous 
expenditure on rent and EMIs 
cut down their economic ben-
efi t considerably,” he says. For 
fi rst-time buyers with limited 
savings, he believes certainty 
matters more than discounts. 
“A ready-to-move home off ers 
something equally valuable: 
fi nancial predictability. You 
know exactly what you are 
paying, when you are moving 
in, and what you are mov-
ing into,” Gawri says. And 
honestly, predictability feels 
ordinary — until uncertainty 
arrives.

BUYING AN UN-
DER-CONSTRUCTION 

HOME MEANS BUYING 
A PROMISE

That said, under-construc-
tion homes are not necessarily 
a bad bet. In fact, for fi nan-
cially disciplined buyers with 
a longer investment horizon, 
they can still work well. Pha-
rande believes tighter regu-
lations and improved project 
monitoring have reduced risks 
compared to earlier years. 
“This worry is way less now 
than it used to be, mostly be-
cause there is tougher regula-
tory supervision under RERA 
and also better project lend-
ing practices,” he says. Still, 
Shankar off ers a reminder 
worth paying attention to: “In 
under-construction purchas-
es, you are eff ectively buying 
a promise, not a completed as-

set.” And promises, especially 
expensive ones, deserve scru-
tiny. Experts suggest checking 
the developer’s track record, 
RERA compliance, delivery 
history, legal approvals and 
customer reviews before sign-
ing anything. Repeated delays, 
unclear approvals and overly 
aggressive discounts should 
immediately raise red fl ags.

DELAYED POSSES-
SION? BUYERS HAVE 

LEGAL RIGHTS
Many homebuyers assume 

delays are simply part of the 
property business. But legally, 
buyers are not helpless. Under 
the Real Estate (Regulation 
and Development) Act, 2016 
(RERA), homebuyers can 
seek compensation, interest 
for delays or even refunds if 
possession timelines become 
unreasonable. A major Su-
preme Court ruling in Pioneer 
Urban Land & Infrastructure 
Ltd. v. Govindan Raghavan 
reinforced that buyers cannot 
be forced to wait endlessly 
for possession, mentioned 
Shankar. Still, he adds an im-
portant caveat: compensation 
does not automatically mean 
recovery of every fi nancial 
cost, especially separate home 
loan interest burdens.

SO, WHICH ONE 
WOULD I CHOOSE?

If my budget was fi xed and 
the goal was simple self-use, I 
would probably lean towards 
a ready-to-move home. There 
is comfort in certainty. But 
if I had fi nancial fl exibility, 
patience and confi dence in a 
reputed developer, I would 
not dismiss an under-con-
struction property either. 
The lower entry price and 
future appreciation poten-
tial can still make fi nancial 
sense. Because at the end of 
the day, buying a home is not 
just a fi nancial transaction. It 
is a life decision. And perhaps 
the smartest home is not the 
cheapest one or even the most 
luxurious, but the one that lets 
you sleep peacefully without 
turning your fi nances into a 
constant source of stress.

Remote work is 
back in focus

Flexible work is again infl uencing 
how Indian homebuyers assess 

where to live. The shift could 
move demand beyond offi  ce hubs 
towards space, practicality and 
quality of life. The next big shift 
in India’s housing market may 

not come from prices, policy, or 
supply. It may come from some-
thing far more routine: the daily 

commute.

As fl exible work and remote-fi rst 
thinking return to the conversa-

tion, alongside a broader push toward 
reducing unnecessary travel, the role 
of the offi  ce in everyday life is quietly 
being redefi ned. And when the role of 
the offi  ce changes, the logic of where 
we live begins to change with it. This 
is not unfamiliar territory. Just a few 
years ago, remote work transformed 
homes into multi-functional spac-
es—offi  ces, classrooms, and lifestyle 
hubs. What followed was not just a 
temporary adjustment but a structural 
shift in how buyers evaluated homes. 
What is diff erent now is that this tran-
sition may be more measured and more 
permanent.

DEMAND REMAINS STRONG, 
BUT THE DECISION FRAME-

WORK IS CHANGING
Early signals suggest that demand it-

self is not weakening. As per ANAROCK 
data, housing sales across India’s top 
seven cities—MMR, NCR, Bengaluru, 
Hyderabad, Pune, Chennai, and Kolka-
ta—rose by around 7–9% year-on-year 
in Q1 2026 to over 1.01 lakh units, re-

fl ecting steady underlying demand even 
as work patterns and commute realities 
continue to shift. But beneath that sta-
bility, the way people make decisions is 
beginning to evolve. Earlier, the home-
buying question was straightforward: 
“How close is the offi  ce?” Today, it is 
becoming, "How often do I need to go 
there at all?” That single shift is begin-
ning to rewire the housing decision.

FROM COMMUTE-DRIVEN TO 
LIFESTYLE-DRIVEN CHOICES
If offi  ce attendance is no longer a daily 

requirement, proximity starts to lose its 
absolute hold. It doesn’t disappear, but 
it competes with other priorities. Space, 
fl exibility, layout, and quality of life are 
gaining importance. At the same time, 
the cost of commuting is becoming more 
visible. Long travel times, rising fuel ex-
penses, and unpredictable congestion 
are no longer just inconveniences; they 
are infl uencing fi nancial and lifestyle 
trade-off s. What this creates is a gradu-
al move from commute-optimised buy-
ing to lifestyle-optimised buying.

HOW HOMEBUYER PREFER-
ENCES COULD EVOLVE

This shift is likely to show up in how 
buyers evaluate homes. Space could 
again become a priority, but this time 
for a purpose that matters. Buyers may 
be looking for homes that are more 
practical than just bigger, with layouts 
that allow for focused work, adaptabil-
ity and longevity. At the same time, 
the acceptable radius for homebuying 
may expand. When commuting is only 
necessary a few days a week, a greater 
distance from the workplace is more ac-

ceptable in exchange for bigger homes, 
better communities, or better living en-
vironments. The decision, in essence, is 
not just about getting to the offi  ce faster; 
it’s about living better.
A POTENTIAL SHIFT IN WHERE 

DEMAND FLOWS
As this mindset evolves, demand may 

start to grow beyond the traditional of-
fi ce-centric areas. Peripheral suburbs, 
integrated townships and plotted devel-
opments could see better traction.

More importantly, Tier-2 cities could 
be back in the spotlight – not as a stop-
gap alternative but as a viable long-term 
option. With better infrastructure and 
more economic activity, these cities are 
better able to meet the needs of people 
who live and work there. Flexible work 
only strengthens their argument.

From the developer perspective, it’s a 
step towards practicality. Projects may 
increasingly focus on usability over ex-
cess—homes designed for everyday liv-
ing, not just for looks.

This includes fl exible layouts, 
work-friendly spaces and community 
infrastructure to support more time 
at home. The emphasis may also shift 
toward aff ordability alignment and ex-
ecution discipline, rather than purely 
premium positioning or speculative ex-
pansion.

As fl exible work reshapes how people 
structure their week, it is also reshap-
ing how they defi ne a “good home.” And 
in that shift, the next phase of India’s 
housing market will be driven less by 
proximity alone and more by how peo-
ple balance work, life, and time.

Will it redefi ne how India chooses homes?
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IPL 2026: Gill’s hundred leads GT into final 
against RCB with seven-wicket win over RR

NEW CHANDIGARH

Shubman Gill’s majestic 104 off 53 
balls and a record 167‑run opening 
partnership with B Sai Sudharsan 
powered Gujarat Titans to their 
highest successful chase in the IPL, 
as they overhauled Rajasthan Roy-
als’ 214 in Qualifier 2 to book a spot 
in the title clash, where they will 
take on defending champions Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru.

On a tricky two‑paced pitch with 
variable bounce, RR rode on Vai-
bhav Sooryavanshi’s sparkling yet 
mature 96, Ravindra Jadeja’s at-
tacking 45, and Donovan Ferreira’s 
whirlwind 38 not out to post 214/6 
in their 20 overs at the Maharaja 
Yadavindra Singh International 
Cricket Stadium.

But Gill stepped up when it mat-
tered the most to score his fifth IPL 
century, laced with 15 fours and 
three sixes coming at a strike-rate 
of 196.23. Though the rest of the GT 
batters finished off the chase, the 
game will be remembered for Gill’s 
brilliant hundred, where he didn’t 
mistime much and was at his classy 
best - finding the gaps with ease 
and being elegant in his pulls and 

lofts to bring RR’s season to an end.
Sudharsan, meanwhile, hit 58 off 

32 balls, before he extraordinarily 
fell hit wicket for a second consec-
utive time - losing control of the bat 
and hitting the stumps. GT’s chase 
of 215, completed with eight balls 
to spare, is their highest successful 
run‑chase as their usual template of 
Gill and Sudharsan scoring plenty 
of runs clicked yet again.

The win now sends them into 
their third IPL final, where they 
will face RCB at their home 
ground, the Narendra Modi Sta-
dium in Ahmedabad. The clash 
is a repeat of Qualifier 1, with the 
league’s top two sides contesting 
for their second IPL title.

Electing to bat first, RR were 
jolted early by losses of Yashasvi 
Jaiswal and Dhruv Jurel before 
Jadeja provided impetus before 
retiring hurt with an elbow injury 
and returned later to make 45 off 35 
balls. Ferreira then tore into Rashid 
Khan in the final over, bringing 27 
runs, including smashing four six-
es, to hit 38 off just 11 deliveries, 
while Sooryavanshi’s knock, differ-
ent in nature from his Eliminator 
knock of 97, was just as impactful as 

his 96 off 47 balls was studded with 
eight fours and seven sixes.

It also made Sooryavanshi the 
quickest batter to reach 1000 IPL 
runs and become the new holder of 
the record of most boundaries hit 
by a batter in a single edition of the 
IPL. The teenager reached his fifty 
in 31 balls – his slowest half-centu-
ry in the IPL, but added 46 runs in 
the next 17 deliveries.

The hallmark of his knock was 
playing as per the situation with 
remarkable maturity and range 
of strokes, though he fell one hit 

short of a century once again. At 
9/2, Jadeja, promoted up the order, 
joined Sooryavanshi to steady the 
ship. The left‑hander counter‑at-
tacked, pulling Siraj for boundaries 
and a six, while Sooryavanshi, trou-
bled by bouncers and not finding 
his usual timing, launched Rabada 
over the sightscreen for a 91‑metre 
maximum. The pair rebuilt brisk-
ly and hit boundaries well before 
Jadeja retired hurt due to an elbow 
issue.

Rashid’s introduction backfired 
as Riyan Parag and Sooryavanshi 

hammered him for 18 runs in the 
ninth over. Jason Holder, however, 
pulled things back with wickets of 
Parag and Dasun Shanaka in quick 
succession, while Jofra Archer’s 
cameo was brought to a stiff end 
by Prasidh Krishna to leave RR at 
120/5. Sooryavanshi dropped once 
on 46 by Sudharsan, capitalised 
with clean hitting. After bringing 
up his fifty, he accelerated with au-
dacious strokes - with a forehand 
slap off Holder and a towering pull 
off Siraj being the standout shots.

Jadeja returned after treatment 
and added crucial runs, even as 
Sooryavanshi cleared Washington 
Sundar twice for sixes in the 17th 
over. He looked set for his second 
IPL hundred of this season, but 
mistimed the upper cut and was 
caught at third man off Rabada.

Ferreira then took centre stage. 
After taking two fours off Prasidh, 
he unleashed a stunning assault on 
Rashid in the final over - smashing 
four consecutive sixes, including 
an inside‑out loft over extra cover 
and a slog sweep over mid‑wicket, 
as his late surge lifted RR past the 
210-run mark. GT’s chase began 
with Sudharsan and Gill taking 

down Jofra Archer, as 19 runs came 
off it. Gill then hit back-to-back 
boundaries against Archer in the 
latter’s next over to set the tone 
of a masterful run chase. Nandre 
Burger leaked more runs, including 
Sudharsan being dropped on 14 by 
Donovan Ferreira. Gill’s timing was 
impeccable, driving and pulling 
with authority, while Sudharsan 
matched him stroke for stroke.

By the end of the Power-play, the 
pair had taken GT to 69 for no loss. 
Gill continued to dominate, cutting 
and lofting Brijesh Sharma and 
Yash Raj Punja with elegance, as he 
brought up his fifty in 30 balls. Sud-
harsan too reached his fifty in 26 
deliveries with a lofted six off Punja.

The partnership continued to 
flourish with breathtaking and 
well-timed boundaries, which 
meant the asking rate never went 
out of control, before Sudharsan’s 
innings ended bizarrely, hit wicket 
for the second time in successive 
matches – this time off Brijesh 
Sharma. Gill, meanwhile, brought 
up his hundred with a lofted extra 
cover drive off Ravindra Jadeja 
and celebrated with his trademark 
bow.

NEW DELHI: Lucknow Super 
Giants’ Director of Cricket Tom 
Moody said Rishabh Pant’s 
decision to step down as the 
side’s captain in the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) has come 
after he recognised that it’s time 
to move on from captaincy for 
now and focus as a player after 
two difficult seasons. Pant, 28, 
was bought for Rs 27 crore by 
LSG at the mega auction held 
in 2024, making him the most 
expensive purchase in IPL 
history. But under him, LSG had 
a disappointing time, getting 
10 wins and 18 losses in two 
seasons, where they finished 
seventh and tenth, respectively. 
Pant himself didn’t set the stage 
alight with the bat, as seen from 
his modest returns of 269 runs 
in 2025 and 312 in 2026. "At 
the end of the day, Rishabh  
has recognised that it's time  
to move on from captaincy for 
now and focus as a player.

HONG KONG: India’s talented 
high jumper Pooja improved 
the national and meet record 
on the second day of the 22nd 
Asian U20 Athletics Champi-
onships being held in Hong 
Kong, on Friday. On her way to 
winning the gold medal with a 
jump of 1.93m, Pooja improved 
the decade-old national record 
of 1.92m set by Sahana Kumari 
in 2012. Pooja’s performance 
on Friday was also better than 
the previous Asian U20 meet 
record of 1.90m set by Svetlana 
Radzivil of Uzbekistan in 2006. 
Race walker Nitin Gupta set 
the ball rolling by winning first 
position in the men’s 5000m race 
walk. His gold-medal-winning 
time was 19:47.49 seconds. The 
talented race walker, however, 
fell short of his own Asian U20 
record of 18:47.37. 

IPL 2026

ASIAN U20 ATHLETICS
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recognised that it’s 
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French Open: In epic comeback, Fonseca rallies 
from two sets down to stun Djokovic in Round 3

PARIS

Brazilian youngster Joao Fonse-
ca scripted an epic comeback at 
the French Open on Friday, fight-
ing back from a two-set deficit to 
stun three-time champion Novak 
Djokovic in a five-set thriller in the 
third round at the Stade Roland 
Garros in Paris.

Fonseca, the 19-year-old #Next-
GenATP, looked down and out as 
Djokovic surged ahead by winning 
the first two sets. But the Brazilian 
rallied brilliantly to win the next 
three sets to shock the record 24-
time major champion 4-6, 4-6, 6-3, 
7-5, 7-5 in one of the matches of the 
fortnight at the clay major. With 
Jannik Sinner already sent packing, 
Djokovic's defeat stripped the clay 
court major of another touted title 
contender, further leaving the men's 
singles draw open.

It was curtains for Djokovic as 
Fonseca prevailed in four hours 
and 53 minutes to inject even fur-
ther intrigue into one of the most 
wide-open Grand Slam tournament 
draws in recent memory.

Fonseca was just five points from 
defeat when serving at 3-4, 15/40 
in the fourth set, but the 28th seed 

fended off those two break points 
and rode that momentum to force a 
decider. Djokovic at times appeared 
to be struggling physically between 
points, but the 39-year-old none-
theless quickly carved out an early 
3-1 lead in the fifth set.

Fonseca fought back again, win-
ning six of the final eight games to 
notch a famous victory, his second 
against a Top-10 opponent after his 
upset of Andrey Rublev at the 2025 
Australian Open. With victory in 

his first tour-level meeting with 
Djokovic, Fonseca became the first 
teenager to defeat former World No. 
1 Djokovic at a Grand Slam event. 
Now into the fourth round at a ma-
jor for the first time, the Brazilian 
will take on 15th seed Casper Ruud 
or 24th seed Tommy Paul for a quar-
ter-final spot in Paris.

Fonseca struck two fewer win-
ners (68 to 70) and nine more un-
forced errors (47-39) than Djokov-
ic, according to Infosys stats, but 

his ability to raise his game at key 
moments was crucial, perhaps best 
showcased by the way he closed 
out his win.  Djokovic threatened 
to force a deciding tie-break after 
earning a break point with his oppo-
nent serving for the match, but Fon-
seca promptly sent down three aces 
to complete a memorable win. It was 
just the second time that Djokovic 
lost from two sets up, with the oth-
er also coming at Roland Garros, 
against Jurgen Melzer in 2010.

'I never knew how long I could last’: Nadal 
opens up on career-long battle with pain

NEW DELHI

"I've had to make decisions 
about my health, where you 
are on the borderline between 
right or wrong," the 39-year-old 
admitted to the BBC. "But if I 
hadn't explored all that, I prob-
ably would have had 10 fewer 
Grand Slams...This is the real-
ity." Nadal suffered the first di-
agnosis of the rare Muller-Weiss 
syndrome just two months be-
fore clinching his first French 
Open crown at just 19. He sus-
tained a broken bone during the 
2005 Madrid Open final, which 
was a rare illness that is par-
tially attributed to the intense 
physical training of his child-
hood with his uncle Toni Nadal, 
immediately jeopardising his 
health.

Instead of accepting that the 
chronic condition meant that 
his career was over, Nadal pro-
ceeded to rack up a remarkable 
13 additional Grand Slams over 
the course of nine years, and 
in doing so, he secured no less 
than one Grand Slam trophy a 
season, cementing his status as 
the greatest clay court player to 
ever play the game. But on the 
inside, the trophies and cele-

brations hid continuous doubts 
about what the future held.

"Tennis became a race 
against time," Nadal confessed 
to the BBC. "Always doubting 
my head about how long I can 
last with this foot? I never knew 
how long my career would last."

"I always thought, maybe it's 
the last year, so there's no time 
to stop." The continued phys-
ical effort of competing at the 
very highest level also led to 
two serious health problems: a 
recurring tendinitis in his left 
knee and intestinal perfora-
tions caused by the excessive 
use of painkillers. During some 
matches, Nadal had no choice 
but to rely on specifically ad-
ministered anaesthetic injec-
tions just to make it on court, 
and he readily admitted that his 
victory in the 2022 French Open 
– his final career.

PARIS

 Mirra Andreeva continued 
her impressive run in the 
French Open at Roland Gar-
ros, advancing to the fourth 
round after defeating Marie 
Bouzkova, even as Karolina 
Muchova, a top-10 seeded 
player, was knocked out at 
Stade Roland Garros in Paris 
on Friday.

Andreeva's win marks her 
tour-leading 32nd victory of 
the season and her 18th win 
on clay. She will now face 
Switzerland's Jil Teichmann, 
who secured the ninth top-10 
victory of her career with an 
upset over Muchova.

Andreeva, whose best 
Grand Slam result came at 
the French Open when she 
reached the semifinals in 
2024, defeated Marie Bouz-

kova 6-4, 6-2 in 1 hour, 35 min-
utes. The victory improved the 
18-year-old Russian’s record 
against Bouzkova to 5-0 on 
the WTA Tour Driven by Mer-
cedes-Benz, with all five wins 
coming in straight sets.

With the win, Andreeva be-
came the youngest woman to 
reach the Round of 16 at Ro-
land Garros in three consec-
utive seasons since Martina 
Hingis from 1997-99. The vic-
tory was also her tour-leading 
32nd match win of the season 
and her tour-leading 18th win 
on clay. Bouzkova, meanwhile, 
exited in the third round in 
Paris for the third straight year. 
The loss also marked her 11th 
consecutive defeat against a 
top-10 opponent.

Andreeva will next face 
Switzerland’s Jil Teichmann, 
who rallied from 1-5 down 

in the second set to upset 
Muchova 6-1, 7-5 in 1 hour, 52 
minutes, and reach the fourth 
round at Roland Garros for 
the second time in her career.

Teichmann returned to the 
tour in April after taking time 
away from competition since 
September last year. Playing 
just her seventh tournament 
since her comeback, the for-
mer world No. 21's best result 
of the season came in Rabat 
last week, where she reached 
the semifinals.

Now ranked No. 170 in the 
world, Teichmann secured 
the ninth top-10 victory of 
her career with the win over 
Muchova. Teichmann is one 
of three Swiss women to 
reach the third round in Paris 
this year, alongside Belinda 
Bencic and Viktorija Golubic - 
the first time Switzerland has 

had three women reach that 
stage at a Grand Slam in the 
Open era. For Muchova, the 
defeat was her first this sea-
son against a player ranked 
outside the top 50 after enter-
ing the match with an 11-0 re-
cord against such opponents.

Wang Xiyu advances
China's Wang Xiyu ad-

vanced to the last 16 of the 
women's singles for the first 
time in her career with a 6-3, 
7-5 victory over Ukraine's 
Yuliia Starodubtseva on Fri-
day. Wang made a sluggish 
start and fell 0-3 behind in the 
opening set before turning the 
match around. The Chinese 
player broke Starodubtseva in 
the fourth game and quickly 
seized the momentum, reeling 
off six consecutive games to 
take the set 6-3.

After setback in SC, WFI insists 
Vinesh can participate only in 

50kg in Asian Games trials
NEW DELHI

With the Supreme Court refusing to stay 
the Delhi High Court order allowing Olym-
pian Vinesh Phogat's participation in the 
Asian Games selection trials, the Wrestling 
Federation of India has insisted that she 
will be allowed to participate only in the 
50kg weight category, in which he took part 
in Paris two years back.

The WFI had approached the SC seeking 
a stay on the Delhi High Court order, but 
with the SC refusing to stop Phogat's par-
ticipation in the trials, the federation seems 
to have thrown another spanner in the 
works by insisting that she take part in the 
50kg and not 57 kg, to which she switched 
recently. “Vinesh Phogat will have to par-
ticipate in trials in the 50kg category, the 
same weight class in which she competed 
at the Paris Olympics. As an iconic wres-
tler, she will be allowed to take part in the 
selection process, but only in the 50kg di-
vision. The weigh-in is scheduled for early 
morning,” WFI sources told IANS.

The WFI seems to have resorted to this 
rule on the eve of the start of the compe-
tition, likely hoping that Vinesh fails to 
make the weight in the weigh-in on Satur-
day morning. Starting in the 48kg weight 
category, Vinesh moved up to 51kg and 
then settled in 53 kg, in which she won two 
World Championships medals and also at 
the Tokyo Olympics. However, she partic-
ipated in both the 53 and 50kg categories .

French Open: Andreeva advances, Muchova crashes 
out; China's Wang Xiyu reaches last 16 for first time

Shooting World Cup Munich: Suruchi defends her gold, 
Esha wins silver as India rises to top of the tally

NEW DELHI

It was double delight for India on competition 
day four of the International Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) World Cup Rifle/Pistol leg 
in Munich, as Suruchi Inder Singh struck gold 
and Esha Singh silver in the women’s 10m air 
pistol, helping them rise to the top of the medal 
tally. Suruchi shot 242.1 to defend the gold she 
won last year at the Olympic Shooting range, 
while her senior teammate shot 241.2 to settle 
for silver. Korean Choo Gaeun won bronze.

India now has two gold and one silver at the 
year’s second ISSF World Cup leg, with the 
two mixed events in rifle and pistol, left to be 
played on Saturday (May 30, 2026).

Earlier in the day, the duo just about made 
the final, claiming the last two qualification 
spots. Both shot 578, pipping the reigning 
Olympic champion Oh Yejin by a point. Choo 
topped the field with a 583, while London 
Olympics silver medalist Celine Goberville 
of France and Bulgarian Miroslava Mincheva 
(580), the reigning European champion and 
winner of the bronze medal in the 25m pistol 
two days back, were among the others to go 
through. 

Suruchi had a slower start compared to 
Esha, coming in at fifth after the first series of 
five single shots. Esha was third behind Celine 

and Choo at this stage. 
As the final warmed up, 
Suruchi began finding 
her range, Esha and 
Celine were blowing 
hot and cold, and Choo 
was threatening to pull 
away. At the end of the 
14th, Suruchi, with 
three straight scores 
above 10, was chal-
lenging Choo for gold. 
Celine and Esha had 
weakened to fourth and 
fifth. The 15th and 16th 
were the most dramat-

ic, with Celine and Esha coming up to joint 
third first and then Celine bowing out in sixth 
as the two Indians got up to medal position be-
hind Choo. The pressure then got to Choo as 
Suruchi and Esha were hardly missing the 10-
ring. Suruchi overtook her after the 19th, and 
Esha ensured she took bronze after the 20th.

Esha had 1.2 to make up on Suruchi over the 
last two shots. That became 1.3 before the 24th 
and final shot, and despite a 10.7 from Esha, 
Suruchi’s 10.3 would help her defend her Mu-
nich gold comfortably. “I don’t have any pres-
sure, anytime,” said the youngster, after claim-
ing a fourth World Cup and fifth ISSF gold in 
two years. Esha too won a creditable second 
medal in the competition, after winning gold 
in the women's 25m pistol with a world record 
score on Wednesday.

Tomar disqualified for 
weapon discrepancies

In two other men’s events on the roster, 
India missed out, one in very unfortunate cir-
cumstances. In the men’s 50m rifle 3 positions 
(3P), Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar shot a 592 
to qualify in sixth place, but was disqualified 
after his weapon was deemed to have discrep-
ancies in dimensions in a random post-com-
petition check. Rudrankksh Patil shot 585 to 
finish 53rd.
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Pooja Hegde Stuns in Cool Denim OutfitP ooja Hegde has faced a tough time at the box office 
recently with several flops in Telugu, Tamil, and 
Hindi films. However, her upcoming movie Hai 
Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai, releasing on June 5th, is 

giving her and her fans a lot of hope and excitement.
The film is already creating massive buzz online. The songs 
and trailer are trending big time, and audiences are loving 
what they see. It looks like this movie has all the ingredients 
to become a big hit and bring Pooja back strongly into the 
spotlight.
Meanwhile, Pooja is leaving no stone unturned in her promo-
tions. She is stunning everyone with her back-to-back stylish 
looks. In her latest pictures, she looks absolutely gorgeous in 
a cool denim outfit, keeping it chic and effortlessly stylish. 
Fans are rooting hard for her!

In a career spanning six glit-
tering decades, Bollywood’s 
ultimate ‘Dream Girl’ is 
ready to conquer a new fron-

tier. Veteran actress and MP Hema 
Malini is set to make her live stage 
singing debut at ‘The Dream Girl’s 
Diamond Jubilee Concert’ on July 
10 in Mumbai. Organized in aid 

of the Cine & TV Artistes’ As-
sociation (CINTAA), the grand 
musical evening is themed 

‘Legends Ki Kahani, Legends Ki 
Zubaani’. Backed by a 15-piece live 
orchestra, Hema Malini will nar-

rate her cinematic journey and 
sing unforgettable tracks from 
her iconic films, concluding with 
a special surprise song for the 
grand finale.

Industry Icons Rally for a 
Cause

At a star-studded press confer-
ence held at the CINTAA office, 

the official trailer and poster were 
unveiled in the presence of indus-

try stalwarts including Poonam 
Dhillon, Padmini Kolhapure, 

Anu Malik, Suresh Wadkar, 
and key CINTAA committee 
members.

The press meet quickly turned 
into a nostalgic celebration. Pad-
mini Kolhapure, who announced 

she will be performing a tribute for 
Hema Ji and Dharmendra, shared 

fond memories: “The first time I 
worked with her was on Dream Girl, 

and later in Ek Paheli. She is so beauti-
ful inside and out.”

A Night of Music and 
Philanthropy

The charity gala will double as a welfare drive, 
with a significant contribution made on behalf 
of Hema Malini toward supporting entertain-
ment fraternity workers.A power-packed lineup 
of legendary vocalists will lend their voices to the 
evening, including: 

Sudesh Bhosale, Kavita Krishnamurthy Sub-
ramaniam, Anup Jalota, Shabbir Kumar & Vi-
jeyta Pandit.  The celebrations will also mark the 
launch of a new biographical book, co-authored by 
Hema Malini and RJ Anirudh Chawla.

Singing for 
a Cause

Pan-India star Ram Charan hilar-
iously shared that while academ-
ics were never really his strong 
suit, he made sure to shine on the 

field as he professed his love for sports.
Ram’s upcoming film “Peddi” is a sports 

action drama, where his character acts as 
a "crossover athlete" who aces three sports 
such as cricket, wrestling and sprinting.

Talking about his love for sports in real life 
during a tete-a-tete with IANS, Ram, who is 
one of the highest-paid actors in Telugu cine-
ma, shared that he went from captaining vol-
leyball and basketball teams to playing crick-
et and participating in track and field events.

“I used to love sports. I used to be a volley-
ball captain, probably the shortest basketball 
captain also. I used to play cricket. I used to 
do track and field. So, I used to love sports. I 
mean, my grades were not so great. So, I must 
be excelling in one of them, right?,” Ram Cha-
ran told IANS.

The 41-year-old star, who is recognised for 
his impeccable dancing skills, pushed him-

self physically and mentally to ace 
his role in Peddi, which also led to 
an injury. The actor was seen with a 
bandaged wrist during the interview and 
shared that he sustained the injury while 
shooting a scene.

Asked how much is too much for 
an actor to invest in a role?

Ram, whose tryst with cinema be-
gan in 2007 with Chirutha, said: “I 
think it's wonderful the way we all 
prepared for this role, her role and 
mine especially. It's about two and 
a half years ago was my last film 
and now we're back with Peddi, 
bigger, stronger and more confi-
dent,” replied a very calm Ram. 
The Telugu film Peddi is di-
rected by Buchi Babu Sana. 
The film also stars Boman 
Irani, Shiva Rajkumar, Jan-
hvi Kapoor, Jagapathi Babu 
and Divyenndu. The film is 
finally releasing on June 4.

From 
cricket, 
basketball 
to volleyball

Bollywood’s  
Maddock Films eyes  
Vijay Deverakonda project

Maddock Films has emerged as one of Bollywood’s most successful production 
houses in recent years. With blockbuster franchises and hits such as “Stree,” “Stree 
2,” “Bhediya,” “Munjya,” and “Thamma,” producer Dinesh Vijan has turned Mad-
dock into one of the most sought-after banners in Mumbai. After recently col-
laborating with Rashmika Mandanna, the production house is now re-
portedly looking at a project with Vijay Deverakonda.

Vijay Deverakonda was recently spotted at the Mad-
dock Films office in Mumbai. He was accompanied by  
filmmaker Vikram Kumar of “24” and “Ishq” fame. 
According to industry buzz, Vijay has given the nod 
to a script narrated by Vikram Kumar, and the duo is 
said to be pitching the project to Maddock Films as 
a pan-India venture. At present, Vijay Deverakonda 
has a packed slate of films in various stages of pro-
duction. These include “Ranabaali” and “Rowdy 
Janardhana.” He also recently launched a new pro-
ject with “Hi Nanna” director Souryuv. If all goes as 
planned, the Vikram Kumar film could become the 
fourth major project on Vijay’s lineup.

Naga Chaitanya 
wins interim relief in 
personality rights case

Actor Naga Chaitanya 
has secured inter-
im relief from the 
Delhi High Court 

in a personality rights case con-
cerning the unauthorized use of 
his name, image, and likeness 
across merchandise platforms, 
AI-generated content, and online 
videos.

The matter came up before 
Justice Jyoti Singh after Senior 
Advocate Vaibhav Gaggar, rep-
resenting the actor, argued that 
several websites were exploiting 
Naga Chaitanya’s name along-
side explicit search terms to 
drive traffic and circulate objec-
tionable content. The court was 
also shown instances of unau-
thorized merchandise featuring 
the actor’s likeness.

Taking note of the 
allegations, the court issued 
summons to the defendants 
and directed them to file their 
responses. Naga Chaitanya also 
sought a dynamic injunction to 
curb the emergence of new in-
fringing websites and URLs.

The matter will be heard fur-
ther after the defendants submit 
their responses.

SK's 
Sigma 
Release 
Date  
Locked

Sundeep Kishan teams up 
with Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister Vijay’s son, Jason 
Sanjay, for the latter’s di-

rectorial debut Sigma, which has now 
finalized its release date.

The film is set to hit theatres on 
July 31st, as officially announced by 
the makers through a gripping, ac-
tion-driven poster.

The poster features Sundeep Kis-
han holding a large metal shovel over 
his shoulder, its blade stained with 
blood.

He stands in a dimly lit industrial 
backdrop, sporting a gritty look and 

an intense expression.
Billed as an action-adventure 

comedy, Sigma is being mounted on 
a grand scale by Subaskaran’s Lyca 
Productions, one of South India’s 
leading production houses.

Faria Abdullah plays the female 
lead opposite Sundeep Kishan, while 
Raju Sundaram appears in a key role. 
Catherine Tresa is set to deliver a spe-
cial dance number.

The makers previously unveiled an 
action-packed teaser showcasing the 
world of Sigma. With the release date 
locked, the team is gearing up to in-
tensify promotional activities.

Jyotika 
talks  
about  
emoting  
through  
silences 
for 
‘System’

Actress Jyotika, who is re-
ceiving a lot of positive 
response to her work 
in the recently released 

streaming film ‘System’, has spoken 
about the importance of silences 
for her part in the film. The actress 
spoke with IANS along with her co-
star Sonakshi Sinha during the pro-
motions of the film in Mumbai. She 
shared that her character of stenog-
rapher comes with a lot of 
depth. Jyotika told IANS, 
“For me, I really like Sari-
ka as a character I have 
not played before, actual-
ly. I don’t want to give away 
too much, but there are too 
many shades to her and 
there are a lot of layers. 
So, those layers in her 
attracted me a lot. Also, 
there’s a lot I’m emot-
ing through silence, 
which was another 
factor, which was 
very challenging 

as an actor”. She further mentioned, 
“We’ve seen courtrooms and also 
other films which have been project-
ed very well. So each time it’s like 
learning for us also. Ke isse type ka 
court is like this, supreme court is 
like this, and the general court is like 
this. So it’s always a learning from 
other films. I’ve really not been to 
an actual court. So it’s just through 
films and how real they’re showing 
it that we’re learning”. ‘System’ is a 

courtroom drama, and sees Sonak-
shi as a lawyer, and Jyothika as a 
stenographer. It marks Sonakshi’s 
1st performance as a lawyer. She 

essays the role of Neha, a deter-
mined young lawyer played by 

Sonakshi Sinha, taking 
on a tough challenge 
from her father (played 
by Ashutosh Gowar-
iker) to be worthy of 
a partnership in his 
firm. The film marks 
her 2nd OTT film af-
ter ‘Kakuda’. 
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