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ASHOK GEHLOT’S BAN REMARK DRAGS
CONGRESS INTO AN UNCOMFORTABLE MIRROR

BY C. SUBRAHMANYAM
A single sentence from senior Con-

gress leader Ashok Gehlot has unleashed 
a political storm that stretches far be-
yond Rajasthan. His remark that Indira 
Gandhi would have banned the BJP if 
she were alive has handed the ruling 
party an unexpected political gift and 
reopened old national debates about 
democracy, dissent, secularism and the 
Emergency. At a time when Congress 
wants the country to focus on questions 
of governance and constitutional values, 
the spotlight has suddenly turned on its 
own political instincts and historical 
baggage.

A POLITICAL ATTACK 
THAT BACKFIRED
Politics is full of speeches. Most are 

forgotten before the next news cycle 
arrives. Some create a ripple. A few ex-
plode like a thunderclap. Ashok Gehlot’s 
statement in Jaipur belongs firmly in the 
third category.

The veteran Congress leader intended 
to launch a fierce attack on the BJP and 
its ideological politics. Instead, he ended 
up creating a controversy that shifted the 
national conversation away from the BJP 

and straight back to the Congress Party 
itself.

Speaking at an award ceremony organ-
ised by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Wel-
fare Society in Jaipur on Sunday, Gehlot 
launched a sharp attack on the BJP, accus-
ing it of practising religion-based politics 
and using social polarisation for electoral 
advantage. Among his most controversial 
remarks was the assertion that, “Had a 
leader like Indira Gandhi been in power 
today, she would have banned a party like 
the BJP.”

Gehlot argued that the BJP and the 
RSS promote an ideological framework 
that, in his view, runs contrary to the 
spirit of the Constitution. He claimed 
that the use of Hindutva as a political 
mobilisation tool undermines the con-
stitutional principle of equal respect and 
equal rights for all religions. Stressing 
the separation of faith and electoral pol-
itics, he stated, “Religion should not be 
used as a political tool.”

The former Rajasthan Chief Minister 
further alleged that the BJP deliberately 
encourages religious polarisation to con-
solidate political power. 

Continued on Page 2 Ø

BY SHAH MEDURI
AI & EMERGING  

TECHNOLOGY ANALYST

A decade ago, Google Glass arrived car-
rying the promise of the future and left 
carrying the burden of public distrust. To-
day, Meta’s AI powered smart glasses are 
winning customers, attracting investors 
and shaping the next phase of consumer 
technology. The technology may look fa-
miliar, but the world around it has changed 
dramatically. What was once a debate 
about hidden cameras has become a far 
bigger confrontation over artificial intelli-
gence, personal data and the power of Big 
Tech to interpret human life in real time. 
The smart glasses revolution is no longer 
about hardware. It is about trust.

THEN:
Google Glass asked people to wear a 

computer on their face.

NOW:
Meta asks people to wear an 

AI assistant on their face.

THE DIFFERENCE:
Society has become comfortable 
with constant connectivity but  

remains uncertain about  
constant observation.

THE FUTURE ARRIVED TOO 
EARLY AND GOT REJECTED
In 2012, Google unveiled Google Glass 

as a glimpse into tomorrow. It looked fu-
turistic. It sounded revolutionary. It prom-
ised to free people from constantly staring 
at smartphones. Directions would appear 
before your eyes. Messages would arrive 
without reaching into a pocket. Informa-
tion would become part of everyday vision.

For Silicon Valley, it was a technological 
breakthrough. For the public, it quickly be-
came something else.

Continued on Page 2 Ø

Govt. is ready to take up 

Metro Rail 
PHASE- 2 

HYDERABAD, JUNE 15: 

Chief Minister Shri A Revanth Reddy 
has announced that the State Govern-
ment is ready to take up the Metro Rail 
phase 2 project with 100 per cent equi-
ty without the centre's share . The Chief 
Minister demanded the Union Govern-
ment to issue NOC ( No Objection Certif-
icate) for Metro Rail expansion to expe-
dite the project works.

Addressing a press conference today, 
the CM said that he met Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and union ministers 
- Manohar Lal Khattar and Ashwini 
Vaishnaw for several times ( on May 20 
and 21 also ) and urged them to sanction 
the metro rail expansion project which 
was already delayed for years.

CM Revanth Reddy mentioned that 
the Centre agreed to sanction the Metro 
Rail phase 2 project with a 50 per cent 
share of each state and Union Govern-
ments after the contract agency L and T 
company took a back seat . On the advice 
of the centre, the state government took 
full control of the Metro Rail " L&T did 
not agree to the proposal of Metro Rail 
expansion in view of mounting losses in 
the first phase project. The agency cre-
ated Rs 30,000 crore worth assets and 
incurring an annual loss of ₹400 crore. 
The L and T management also refused 
to future operations and maintenance 
of the metro rail", the CM said after 
consulting the centre, the State Govern-
ment took over Metro Rail assets worth 
₹30,000 crore for just ₹15,000 crore.

To clear the L&T Metro 's loan amount 
of ₹13,600 crore from banks at an in-
terest rate of 8.25 per cent, CM Re-
vanth Reddy said that the government 
convinced IRFC for funding and secured 
loan of ₹13,600 crore from a Japanese 
entity at an interest rate of 4 per cent. 
The Chief Minister Minister questioned 
the centre for not permitting the transfer 
of loan from IRFC to state government. " 
We have already paid ₹1,400 crore dues 

from us. We also submitted a letter con-
firming the Reserve Bank's approval, yet 
the loan transfer was blocked".

The Chief Minister said that the funds 
are due for release today and demanded 
the union minister G Kishan Reddy to 
take the responsibility of release of funds 
to the state government from the IRFC ( 
Indian Railways Finance Corporation) 
immediately. " The State Government is 
ready to bear the entire cost of the execu-
tion of the metro rail expansion project. 
The centre should issue NOC "

Continued on Page 2 Ø

l	Project with 100 per cent equity
l	CM Revanth Reddy demands 

the union government to issue 
NOC for taking up the Metro Rail 
expansion

l	CM slams centre for obstructing 
transfer of loans from IRFC to 
state government

l	Japanese agency already 
released a loan to the IRFC

l	CM says IRFC loan is supposed 
to be released to the state 
government today

l	Demands Kishan Reddy to take 
the responsibility of transfer 
of loan..  Centre discriminate 
against Telangana

l	The Union Government 
sanctions Metro Rail to 
Ahmedabad, UP and Vizag

l	Despite making pleas, union 
ministers did not approve Metro 
Rail phase 2

l	Delay of Metro Rail phase 
one during KCR put huge 
financial burden on agency and 
government

l	CM Revanth Reddy addressed 
a press conference at the State 
Secretariat today.

Continuous Monitoring of Weather 
Department Warnings Necessary

Disaster Management Machinery Must 
Remain Fully Prepared

State Revenue and Disaster Management 
Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy

HYDERABAD, JUNE 15

In view of the mon-
soon season, State 
Revenue and Disaster 
Management Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivasa 
Reddy directed offi-
cials to take all nec-
essary precautionary 
measures in advance 
to ensure that people 
across the state do 
not face any difficul-
ties or disruptions. 
The Minister emphasized that it is far more important to 
anticipate the impact of natural disasters and implement 
preventive measures beforehand rather than responding 
only after such events occur.

Following the instructions of Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy, the Minister advised that the Revenue and Disas-
ter Management machinery, from the state level down to 
the village level, should remain fully alert and prepared.

Continued on Page 2 Ø

Heavy Rains 
Expected Across the 

State from June 19 HYDERABAD, JUNE 15

 Agricultural scientists and ex-
perts have urged the Telangana gov-
ernment to launch extensive aware-
ness campaigns among farmers on 
cultivating eight premium paddy 
varieties that enjoy strong demand 
in both domestic and international 
markets and have the potential to 
fetch prices higher than the Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP).

The recommendations were 
made during a meeting of the Cabi-
net Sub-Committee on agriculture, 
chaired by Deputy Chief Minister Mal-

lu Bhatti Vikramarka at Praja Bhavan 
on Monday. Ministers Tummala Nag-
eswara Rao, N. Uttam Kumar Reddy 
and D. Sridhar Babu participated in 
the review, along with agricultural 
university scientists, senior officials 

and experts. The committee held de-
tailed discussions on agricultural pro-
duction, paddy procurement, storage 
infrastructure and preparations for 
the upcoming kharif season. 

Continued on Page 2 Ø

8 Rice Varieties, Higher Profits
On Export-Oriented Rice Varieties: Key Recommendations to Cabinet Sub-Committee

Hyderabad, June 15 :  BJP Tel-
angana president N. Ramchander Rao 
on Monday alleged that Congress, BRS 
and MIM were opposing the Election 
Commission’s Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral rolls because 
they feared bogus votes would be de-
leted. Addressing a press conference 
in Hyderabad, Rao said the voter list 
revision was a constitutional exercise 
aimed at including eligible voters while 
removing deceased, duplicate and in-
eligible entries. He asserted that no 
genuine voter would lose voting rights 

during the process.
Rao alleged that illegal infiltrators, 

including Rohingyas, Bangladeshis 
and Pakistanis, were obtaining fake 
Aadhaar and ration cards and getting 
registered as voters with political sup-
port. He claimed that in some areas 
of Hyderabad’s Old City, there were 
reports of as many as 200 bogus votes 
linked to a single house.

Questioning the opposition par-
ties, Rao asked whether voting rights 
should be extended to thousands of Pa-
kistanis allegedly overstaying illegally 

in Hyderabad. He stressed that only 
Indian citizens are entitled to vote un-
der the Constitution and said the SIR 
exercise was intended solely to identify 
and remove fake voters.

The BJP leader maintained that the 
revision would help ensure clean and 
transparent electoral rolls. He urged 
citizens to cooperate with Booth Level 
Officers and verify their voter details. 
State BJP vice-president Jayasree, 
chief spokesperson N.V. Subhash, ad-
vocate Antoney and other leaders at-
tended the press conference.

"OPPOSITION FEARS LOSS OF BOGUS VOTES" 

CJP Founder Abhijeet Slapped During Protest in Jaipur
JAIPUR, JUNE 15

 Cockroach Janata Party 
(CJP) founder Abhijeet Dipke 
was allegedly manhandled and 
slapped by a group of individu-
als during a protest in Jaipur on 
Monday, leading to brief chaos 
at the venue. Police detained 
two youths in connection with 
the incident.

The protest, held at Shaheed 
Smarak, was organised to high-
light issues such as the alleged 
NEET paper leak, unemploy-
ment and corruption. A large 

number of youths participated 
in the demonstration, carrying 
banners and placards and de-
manding the resignation of Un-

ion Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan over alleged 
irregularities in examinations 
including NEET, CBSE, CUET 

and SSC.
According to eyewitnesses, 

Dipke was being carried on 
the shoulders of supporters 
when some individuals in the 
crowd allegedly assaulted him, 
slapped him multiple times and 
attempted to pull him down. 
His supporters immediately in-
tervened and caught hold of the 
accused, leading to a scuffle be-
fore police personnel stepped in 
and restored order.

Addressing the gathering af-
ter the incident, Dipke appealed 
to his supporters to remain calm 

and refrain from retaliatory 
violence. Describing the attack 
as a sign of “fear and coward-
ice”, he said he would continue 
his struggle through peaceful 
means inspired by Mahatma 
Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.

In a video message posted on 
social media, Dipke alleged that 
the attack was intended to in-
timidate the party and divert at-
tention from key public issues. 
The protest was held with con-
ditional police permission and 
under restrictions on participa-
tion and public procession.
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As evidence, he pointed to the party’s 
decision not to field Muslim candidates 
in recent Uttar Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions and referred to the diminished 
visibility of prominent Muslim lead-
ers such as Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and 
Shahnawaz Hussain within the party 
structure. According to Gehlot, these 
developments raise questions about the 
BJP’s commitment to inclusive political 
representation.

The moment Gehlot declared that In-
dira Gandhi would have banned the BJP 
had she been alive today, the political 
battlefield changed. The discussion was 
no longer about polarisation, electoral 
strategy, institutional independence or 
governance. The debate instantly be-
came about bans, political intolerance 
and the memories of a period that still 
provokes strong emotions across India. 
For Congress, that is not a comfortable 
battlefield.

ONE REMARK. ONE 
HEADLINE. ONE POLITICAL 
PROBLEM.
Congress wanted the country to 

discuss the BJP. The country started 
discussing Congress. That is the 
political damage hidden inside 

Gehlot’s words.

THE EMERGENCY GHOST 
RETURNS TO THE STAGE
There are some chapters in Indian 

politics that never fully close. The Emer-
gency remains one such chapter. Every 
generation may interpret it differently. 
Every political party may tell the story 
from its own angle. Yet the word carries 
enormous political weight. It immedi-
ately raises questions about freedom, 
dissent, state power and democratic 
accountability. That is why Gehlot’s re-
mark struck such a sensitive nerve.

Whether he intended it or not, the 
statement appeared to many as an en-
dorsement of the idea that political 
opponents can be dealt with through 
prohibition rather than persuasion. In 
a democracy, that is always a dangerous 

perception.
The BJP wasted no time in seizing the 

opportunity. Its leaders quickly remind-
ed voters about the Emergency years 
and accused Congress of exposing what 
they described as an old authoritarian 
streak. Suddenly, Congress found itself 
defending a controversy it never intend-
ed to create.

THE BIGGER QUESTION 
FACING CONGRESS
The deeper issue is not Ashok Gehlot. 

The deeper issue is Congress itself. For 
years the party has struggled to define a 
clear political identity for a changing In-
dia. The Congress of the past was a giant 
national umbrella. It accommodated di-
verse views, different social groups and 
competing regional interests under one 
political roof. That formula delivered 
decades of dominance.

Today’s India is a different country. 
The political language has changed. 
Voter expectations have changed. Na-
tional conversations have changed.

The BJP has successfully built a nar-
rative around leadership, nationalism, 
welfare programmes and cultural confi-
dence. Congress, meanwhile, continues 
searching for a message that can inspire 
voters beyond opposition to the BJP. 
That search becomes harder when sen-
ior leaders make statements that revive 
old controversies instead of projecting a 
future roadmap.

“A party seeking power through the 
ballot must be careful when its language 

appears to question the right of rivals 
to exist.”

THE TRAP OF POLITICAL 
FRUSTRATION
There is another reality that cannot 

be ignored. The Congress Party has suf-
fered a series of electoral setbacks over 
the past decade. Many of its leaders 
believe the political playing field is tilt-
ed against them. They frequently raise 
concerns about institutions, investi-
gative agencies, media narratives and 
electoral processes.

That frustration is genuine. But frus-
tration can also produce political over-
reach. When leaders speak in anger, they 
sometimes create larger problems for 

themselves than for their opponents. Ge-
hlot’s remark appears to be one such case. 
Instead of strengthening the Congress ar-
gument against the BJP, it has given the 
BJP a fresh argument against Congress. 
In politics, that is a costly own goal.

RAHUL GANDHI’S MOMENT 
OF DECISION
The controversy also arrives at a cru-

cial moment for Rahul Gandhi. Over 
the past few years, he has attempted 
to reposition himself as a defender of 
constitutional values, democratic insti-
tutions and social harmony. His public 
campaigns have been built around the 
language of inclusion and accountability.

That political project requires dis-
cipline from the entire party. Every 
statement from senior leaders either 
strengthens that effort or weakens it. 
Congress cannot simultaneously pres-
ent itself as the guardian of democratic 
freedoms while allowing remarks that 
appear to celebrate the possibility of 
banning political opponents. Even if the 
intention is symbolic, the political dam-
age can be very real.

The challenge before Rahul Gandhi 
is not merely to oppose the BJP. It is to 
convince voters that Congress has fully 
moved beyond the habits, assumptions 
and reflexes that continue to haunt it 
decades later.

THE REMARK THAT GAVE 
BJP A READY-MADE 
CAMPAIGN WEAPON

Political parties spend enormous 
amounts of time searching for issues 
that can energise their supporters. 
Sometimes, however, an opponent 
delivers the issue directly into their 

hands. 

That is precisely 
what has happened here. 

The BJP now has a simple and powerful 
line of attack. It can argue that while 
Congress speaks about democracy, 
some of its leaders still instinctively 
reach for the language of prohibition 
when confronting ideological rivals. 
Whether that argument is entirely 

fair is a separate question. What 
matters politically is that it is easy to 

communicate and easy to remember. In 
modern politics, simple narratives often 
travel faster than detailed explanations.

THE POLITICS OF MEMORY 
AND THE POLITICS OF THE 
FUTURE
India’s political future cannot be built 

by endlessly reliving old battles. The 
BJP cannot govern forever by invoking 
Congress mistakes of the past. Equally, 
Congress cannot revive itself merely by 
warning voters about the BJP.

The country is changing rapidly. 
Young Indians are thinking about jobs, 
education, technology, entrepreneur-
ship, infrastructure, national security 
and economic opportunity. They want 
political parties to compete over solu-
tions, not historical resentments. That 
is where Congress faces its most impor-
tant test.

Can it create a fresh vision that cap-
tures public imagination? Can it pro-
mote a new generation of leaders with 
administrative credibility and intellec-
tual depth? Can it offer a political al-
ternative that is about tomorrow rather 
than yesterday? Those are the questions 
that matter.

A PARTY AT A CROSSROADS
Ashok Gehlot’s remark may eventu-

ally fade from TV screens and newspa-
per headlines. Political controversies 
always do. But the uncomfortable ques-
tions raised by that remark will remain.

Congress today stands at a crossroads 
between memory and renewal. One 
road leads back to old arguments, old 
grievances and old political instincts. 
The other leads towards organisation-
al reform, younger leadership, sharper 
ideas and a modern national vision.

The BJP has already chosen the bat-
tlefield on which it wants this debate to 
be fought. The real question is whether 
Congress will continue fighting shad-
ows from its past or finally step into the 
future with the confidence of a party 
seeking to govern a new India rather 
than re-litigate an old one.

BAN THE BJP?...

Øfrom page 1
Google Glass entered a world that was sim-

ply not prepared to accept it. The device car-
ried a camera that could record photos and 
videos with extraordinary ease. The technol-
ogy itself was impressive. The social reaction 
was brutal.

Restaurants frowned upon it. Bars banned 
it. Movie theatres prohibited it. Ordinary cit-
izens questioned whether they were being re-
corded without consent. The term “Glasshole” 
entered public vocabulary. That single word 
reflected a wider discomfort that Google nev-
er successfully addressed.

The lesson was simple and devastating. 
Technology can be advanced. Society must 
still be willing to accept it.

“Google Glass did not fail because  
people hated innovation. It failed 

because people feared losing control over 
their privacy.”

META DID NOT INVENT THE IDEA. 
META INVENTED BETTER TIMING
Fast forward more than a decade and the 

landscape looks remarkably different.
Today, people carry multiple cameras in 

their pockets. They livestream their lives. 
They share personal moments across social 
media platforms. Dashcams record roads. 
Security cameras monitor neighbourhoods. 
Smartphones document almost everything. 
Into this transformed environment stepped 
Meta. Unlike Google Glass, Meta avoided 
presenting its product as a science fiction ex-
periment. Instead, it partnered with familiar 
eyewear brands and produced glasses that 
looked like ordinary fashion accessories rath-
er than futuristic gadgets. That decision was 
not cosmetic. It was strategic.

People do not want to look like test subjects. 
They want technology that blends into daily 
life. Meta understood that reality far better 
than Google did.

The result is visible in the market. Millions 
of smart glasses have already been sold, mak-
ing Meta’s devices the most successful smart 
glasses platform yet. Yet, the success story is 
not merely about design. It is about utility.

GOOGLE GLASS QUESTION:
Who is recording me?

META GLASSES QUESTION:
What does the AI know about me?

THE CAMERA IS NO LONGER 
THE MAIN ISSUE
Many observers continue to frame the 

smart glasses debate through the lens of pri-
vacy concerns that surrounded Google Glass.

That analysis is increasingly outdated. The 
camera is no longer the central issue. Artifi-
cial intelligence is. Modern smart glasses can 
identify objects, translate languages, recog-
nise landmarks, provide contextual informa-
tion and respond to spoken questions about 
the wearer’s surroundings. The device is not 
simply capturing images. It is interpreting 
reality.

This changes the nature of the debate en-
tirely. The concern is no longer whether a 
device can see what you see. The concern is 
whether a technology company can under-
stand what you see. That distinction may de-
fine the next decade of digital regulation.

Every technological revolution creates new 
questions. Smart glasses are creating some 
of the most profound questions of all. Who 
owns visual information? Who controls con-
textual intelligence? Who decides how real 
world observations are stored, processed and 
monetised? These questions remain largely 
unanswered.

“The privacy debate has evolved from 
recording people to understanding 

people.”

THE NEW RACE IS 
BIGGER THAN GLASSES
Meta’s ambitions extend far beyond taking 

photographs or answering voice commands. 
The company is pursuing a future where digi-
tal information seamlessly overlays the phys-
ical world. Its Orion prototype points toward 
a future in which virtual screens, navigation 
systems, communication tools and AI assis-
tants become part of everyday vision. At the 
same time, Google is returning aggressively 
to the field through Android XR initiatives 

and AI driven wearable platforms. Apple has 
already entered spatial computing through its 
Vision Pro ecosystem. Samsung, Qualcomm 
and several other technology giants are in-
vesting heavily in the same direction.

This is no longer a niche product category. 
It is an industry wide race to define the suc-
cessor to the smartphone. The winner may 
control the next major computing platform.

That reality explains the extraordinary lev-
els of investment now flowing into augmented 
reality, wearable computing and artificial in-
telligence integration.

ACCESSIBILITY IS CHANGING 
THE ARGUMENT
One of the most significant developments 

in the smart glasses story receives far less at-
tention than it deserves. Accessibility.

For visually impaired users, AI powered 
smart glasses can identify objects, read signs, 
describe environments and assist navigation. 
Technologies that were once viewed primarily 
as consumer gadgets are increasingly demon-
strating genuine social value. This shift mat-
ters. When technology improves lives in tan-
gible ways, public acceptance tends to rise. 
The same innovation that once triggered 
privacy fears can also become a tool for inde-
pendence and empowerment.

The challenge for technology companies is 
ensuring that these benefits are not overshad-
owed by irresponsible data practices. Trust 
remains the decisive factor.

THE REAL QUESTION HAS NOT 
CHANGED
The technology industry often presents 

innovation as an unstoppable force. History 
suggests otherwise. Google Glass serves as a 
reminder that technological capability alone 
does not guarantee public acceptance. Con-
sumers ultimately decide which innovations 
deserve a place in daily life. Meta’s current 
success demonstrates that timing, design and 
practical value can dramatically alter out-
comes. Yet, beneath the commercial success, 
the fundamental question remains exactly 
where it was more than a decade ago.

How much visibility into 
our lives are we willing to grant 

technology companies?

The devices are becoming smarter. The ar-
tificial intelligence is becoming more capable. 
The hardware is becoming less noticeable. 
That combination makes the debate more im-
portant, not less.

FROM “GLASSHOLE” TO EARLY 
ADOPTER: HOW PUBLIC 
ATTITUDES CHANGED
In 2013, wearing Google Glass often at-

tracted suspicion and ridicule. In 2026, wear-
ing smart glasses increasingly attracts curios-
ity. What changed? Part of the answer lies in 
technological maturity. Another part lies in 
cultural adaptation.

A generation raised on smartphones, social 
media and voice assistants views wearable 
technology differently from those who first 
encountered Google Glass. Recording, shar-
ing and interacting with digital platforms 
have become normal features of modern life.

The public did not suddenly abandon pri-
vacy concerns. Instead, people gradually 
accepted greater technological visibility in 
exchange for convenience, connectivity and 
functionality. Whether that trade off proves 
wise remains one of the defining questions of 
the digital age.

THE REAL BATTLE BEGINS
Google Glass was not a failed idea. It was an 

idea that arrived before society was ready to 
embrace it. Meta’s smart glasses are proving 
that the same vision can succeed when sup-
ported by better technology, stronger design 
and a world that has become more comforta-
ble with digital integration.

But this is not the end of the story. It is the 
beginning of a far larger contest.

The first generation of smart glasses asked 
whether technology could sit on our faces. 
The next generation will determine whether 
artificial intelligence can sit inside our field 
of vision and become a permanent interpreter 
of reality itself. That is where the real battle 
begins. And unlike the Google Glass era, the 
stakes now extend far beyond gadgets. They 
reach into privacy, freedom, trust and the fu-
ture relationship between human beings and 
intelligent machines.

GOOGLE GLASS DIED

Heavy Rains Expected 
Across the State from June 19

Øfrom page 1
According to weather fore-

casts, the southwest monsoon 
is advancing rapidly and is 
likely to cover the entire state 
of Telangana within the next 
three to four days. The Me-
teorological Department has 
predicted that rainfall activ-
ity will intensify across the 
state from June 19 and may 
continue for about a week. 
Officials have been instruct-
ed to remain vigilant in view 
of these forecasts. On Mon-
day, the Minister reviewed 
the preparedness of officials 
across all districts and issued 
directions to ensure readiness 
in response to weather de-
partment warnings.

The southwest monsoon 

entered southern Telangana 
on June 8, covering Jogulam-
ba Gadwal district. At pres-
ent, the monsoon boundary 
extends through Hyderabad 
and Bhadradri Kothagudem 
districts toward the northern 
border. By June 14, the mon-
soon had covered all districts 
of southern Telangana and 
most districts in central Tel-
angana. The Minister stated 
that from June 1 to date, the 
state has received 49.2 mm 
of rainfall compared with the 
normal average of 54.9 mm, 
reflecting a rainfall deficit of 
approximately 10 percent.

He instructed district collec-
tors, revenue officials, and dis-
aster management personnel to 
continuously monitor weather 

warnings issued by the Me-
teorological Department and 
maintain close coordination. 
Areas likely to experience in-
tense rainfall should be identi-
fied in advance, and necessary 
protective measures should be 
implemented.

Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa 
Reddy stated that protecting 
the lives and property of citi-
zens remains the government’s 
top priority. He added that the 
government led by Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy places 
the highest importance on 
public safety. Officials in all 
districts have been directed to 
remain alert throughout the 
monsoon season and ensure 
that citizens do not face any 
inconvenience.

Øfrom page 1
During the meeting, scientists 

highlighted the need to encourage 
cultivation of eight high-demand rice 
varieties—BPT 5204, Telangana Sona 
(RNR 15048), KNM-1638, Jai Sriram, 
HMT, WGL 962, WGL 44 and JGL 
1798.

According to agricultural experts, 
these varieties have established mar-
ket acceptance and offer farmers better 
income opportunities. They noted that 
Telangana-grown rice is witnessing 
strong demand in international mar-
kets, including the United States, Aus-
tralia and several European countries, 
creating significant export potential.

The scientists informed the commit-
tee that adequate seed availability exists 
for all eight varieties, enabling rapid 
expansion of cultivation. They stressed 
that promoting these varieties would 
help increase farmers’ incomes, reduce 
risks arising from market fluctuations 
and strengthen Telangana’s position as 
a producer of premium-quality rice.

The experts also recommended vil-
lage-level awareness programmes to 
educate farmers about the economic 
benefits of cultivating export-oriented 
rice varieties.

During the meeting, officials from 
the Civil Supplies Department pointed 

out that several fine rice varieties cur-
rently grown in the state do not enjoy 
strong consumer demand. Some varie-
ties yield a higher proportion of broken 
rice during milling, while others are less 
preferred by consumers, making millers 
and traders reluctant to procure them.

Officials suggested that the state 
gradually reduce cultivation of low-de-
mand varieties and instead encourage 
paddy varieties that are preferred by 
consumers, accepted by millers and 
traders, and suitable for export markets.

They observed that such a mar-
ket-oriented cultivation strategy could 
encourage millers to purchase paddy 
directly from farmers at better prices, 
enhance farmers’ earnings and ensure 
consumers have access to quality rice at 
affordable rates.

The committee was also informed 
that paddy procurement operations 
would continue in accordance with 
Government of India guidelines. Agri-
cultural officials emphasized that future 
crop planning should be increasingly 
aligned with market demand to safe-
guard farmers from potential losses.The 
meeting was attended by Kodandaram 
Reddy, Anvesh Reddy, Sandeep Kumar 
Sultania, Surender Mohan, Gopi, Rahul 
Raj, Stephen Ravindra and other senior 
officials.

8 Rice Varieties, 
Higher Profits

KTR commends young entrepreneur's 
ambitious plan for student bank

HYDERABAD, JUNE 15

BRS working president KT Rama Rao 
commended the accomplishments of a 
young entrepreneur who has garnered 
significant attention in the startup 
world, having already achieved inter-
national acclaim. This young innovator, 
Gaddam Shivaganesh, met KT Rama 
Rao in Hyderabad on Monday to outline 
his ambitious plan to establish a Hyder-
abad-based bank, envisioned as a com-
prehensive financial hub for students 
and their families.

The BRS working president shared 
Shivaganesh's inspiring journey on 
social media, noting that the entrepre-

neur, whose father was a former welder 
from Parsigutta in Hyderabad, is receiv-
ing vital backing from T-Hub to realise 
his aspirations. He extended his best 

wishes for the entrepreneur's future 
success.

Shivaganesh's innovative concept has 
already garnered international recogni-

tion, including a $100,000 grant from 
Emergent Ventures and a spot on the 
prestigious "Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia 
2026" list within the Finance & Venture 
Capital sector. His startup has success-
fully raised Rs 10 crore and is currently 
preparing to apply for an RBI payments 
license, all while laying the groundwork 
for a financial institution tailored to stu-
dents.

Furthermore, in a distinctive effort to 
enhance financial literacy among young 
individuals, Shivaganesh has created a 
comic book persona and is developing 
a free animated film designed to make 
financial education accessible, straight-
forward, and engaging for students. 

..Metro Rail PHASE- 2 
Øfrom page 1

The Metro Rail expansion project 
was covering the jurisdiction of four 
BJP MPs including Kishan Reddy's Lok 
Sabha segments, the CM said point-
ed out that the Centre had approved 
₹3,15,000 crore loans through PFC 
and RFC without any guarantee during 
KCR rule. The loans were provided at 
the huge interest rate of 9 per cent to 15 
percent.

The CM slammed the union govern-
ment for not approving the Metro Rail 
expansion project. The Chief Minister 
alleged that the centre discriminated 
against Telangana and approved only 
the metro rail projects Ahmedabad, UP 
and Vizag recently. " We are not politi-
cising the metro rail issue . Our goal is 
to take over the first phase of the Metro 
and complete Phase 2"

CM Revanth Reddy took a broadside 
at the previous BRS government for 
the delay of the Metro Rail first phase 
project soon after the formation of Tel-
angana state. KCR's actions caused a 
three-year delay in the completion of 
the first phase and the project's original 
estimation of Rs ₹15,000 crore esca-
lated to ₹22,000 crore. As a result, the 
L&T company incurred losses.

The Chief Minister also took a strong 
dig at the KCR government for neglect-
ing the metro rail expansion during the 
10 year rule. The BRS leaders focused 
more on amassing wealth rather than 
taking care of people's welfare, the CM 
charged.

The Chief Minister expressed serious 
concern over dropping Hyderabad met-

ro rail ranking to 9th place recently. The 
CM castigated KCR and Kishan Reddy 
for indulging in collusion politics on 
Metro rail expansion. The union min-
ister was silent when KCR made harsh 
comments. CM Revanth Reddy won-
dered why the BRS and Kishan Reddy 
were hurling challenges at us. " We re-
spect Kishan Reddy but we are frustrat-
ed with him now. KTR is behind Kishan 
Reddy who is abetting conspiracies".

CM Revanth highlighted that
the Congress government in the 

erstwhile united Andhra Pradesh had 
formulated plans to provide transport 
facilities of international standards for 
this global city. During YSR's tenure, 
the then Union Minister for Urban De-
velopment, Jaipal Reddy sanctioned the 
Metro Rail project to Hyderabad.

After YSR's untimely demise, agree-
ments for the first phase of the Metro 
were finalized during Rosaiah's tenure. 
The project was commenced with the 
target of completing the first phase by 
2017.After the formation of Telangana, 
the first phase of the Metro was ob-
structed under the pretext of protecting 
historical monuments. Upon assuming 
power, the people's government decid-
ed to take up the Metro Rail expansion. 
We met the Prime Minister and Union 
Ministers requesting for approval sev-
eral times.

The Chief Minister also questioned 
the centre for the slowdown in the Wa-
rangal Airport project works. He met 
Civil Aviation minister Rammohan 
Naidu requesting to expedite the air-
port works, the CM said.
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HYDERABAD 

A sacred sprinkling ceremony of the 
holy waters from the Yamuna Push-
karalu, held this year in the state 
of Uttarakhand, took place today 
at Suvarna Bharati Goshala in L.B. 
Nagar.

On the occasion of the Yamuna 

Pushkaralu, Brahma Sri Sriniva-
sa Bangarayya Sharma, founder of 
Tattvam Charitable Trust, visited 
several sacred pilgrimage sites in 
Uttarakhand, including Badrinath 
and Yamunotri, and brought the 
holy water from there to Hyderabad.

Subsequently, the sacred water 
was sprinkled on hundreds of devo-

tees at the goshala. Geetha Murthy, 
a BJP National Council Member, at-
tended the event as a special guest, 
received the holy water, and per-
formed Go Puja (cow worship) on 
the occasion of a cow giving birth to 
a calf at the goshala earlier that day.

Among those who participated 
in this sacred event were VHP lead-

er Raji Reddy, Srikanth, Rajitha, 
Rajeswari, Income Tax Officer Sri 
Ramakrishna, Smt. Raga Sudha, 
and many other devotees.

On this occasion, Bangarayya 
Sharma also brought and dis-
played a sample of the Deodar tree 
from a sacred site in Uttarakhand. 
He reminded devotees of the belief 

that Lord Shiva and Goddess Par-
vati are manifested there as sepa-
rate Deodar trees that have grown 
together as one. The devotees who 
visited the goshala expressed great 
happiness at having the oppor-
tunity to participate in this pious 
event during the auspicious Adhi-
ka Jyeshtha month.

	GM  Sanjay Kumar 
Srivastava Leads 
Comprehensive  
Safety Review Across 
the Zone

HYDERABAD

In view of the monsoon season, 
sudden winds and heavy rain-
falls, Shri Sanjay Kumar Srivas-
tava, General Manager, South 
Central Railway, conducted a 
high-level review meeting to-
day i.e., 15th July, 2026 at Rail 
Nilayam, Secunderabad. The 
session focused on evaluating 
the zone’s readiness to tackle 
challenges posed by heavy rains 
and ensuring uninterrupted, 
safe train operations. The meet-
ing was attended by Shri Satya 
Prakash, Additional General 
Manager, SCR, along with Prin-
cipal Heads of Departments. 
Divisional Railway Managers 
(DRMs) and their teams from 
all three divisions’ viz.,Se-
cunderabad, Hyderabad, and 

Nanded joined via video con-
ference. With the monsoon sea-
son posing heightened risks to 
infrastructure and operations, 
Shri Srivastava emphasized the 
imperative of uncompromising 
adherence to safety protocols. 

He conducted a meticulous 
review of vulnerable assets in-
cluding bridges, tunnels, and 
Road under Bridges (RuBs), 
with a special focus on flood-
prone zones and embankments 
susceptible to erosion. To en-

sure rapid response capability, 
officials were directed to main-
tain strategic reserves of es-
sential materials such as sand, 
ballast, cement, and boulders. 
The General Manager also 
stressed the importance of pro-
active field inspections, urging 
officers to undertake footplate 
duties during heavy rains for 
real-time assessment and swift 
mitigation.

Shri Srivastava reiterated 
that any deficiencies observed 

during inspections must be ad-
dressed with urgency to uphold 
seamless train movement and 
passenger safety. He also ad-
vised the officers and supervisors 
to focus on enhancement of safe-
ty protocols in freight operations 
and prevention of cattle run-over 
incidents. Further, recognizing 
the risk posed by overgrown veg-
etation, the GM directed teams 
to cut, trim, or notch treesnear 
tracks and Overhead Equipment 
(OHE) to prevent operational 
hazards. He emphasized that 
field supervisors must remain 
vigilant, ensuring that any issue 
is addressed and resolved imme-
diately.

Shri Sanjay Kumar Srivastava 
reiterated SCR’s commitment to 
safety and operational excel-
lence, stating:“Monsoon pre-
paredness is not just a seasonal 
protocol—it’s a reflection of our 
proactive approach to passen-
ger safety and infrastructure 
resilience. Every supervisor, ev-
ery team member must act with 
urgency and precision.”

Sprinkling Ceremony of the holy 
waters from the Yamuna Pushkaralu

South Central Railway 
Steps Up Monsoon Preparedness

HYDERABAD

GITAM Deemed to 
be University, Hyder-
abad, congratulates 
Dr. Bandu Uppalaiah 
on successfully earn-
ing his Ph.D. in Mathe-
matics and Statistics under the 
guidance of Dr. D. Mallikarju-
na Reddy, Associate Professor, 
School of Science. The doctor-
al thesis was evaluated by Dr. 
Radhika Mamidi, Professor, 
who also served as the Exter-
nal Examiner for the viva voce 
examination.

Dr. Uppalaiah's doctoral re-
search, titled “Forecasting of 
COVID-19 Dynamics: Hybrid 
Statistical-Machine Learning 
Approaches for Case Trends 
and Mortality Across Multiple 
Nations,” focused on develop-
ing advanced forecasting mod-
els by integrating statistical 
techniques with deep learn-
ing methods to improve the 
prediction of COVID-19 case 
trends and mortality across 
multiple countries.

The study developed innova-
tive hybrid models combining 
ARIMA, VAR, and Gaussian 
Process approaches with Long 
Short-Term Memory (LSTM) 

networks, opti-
mized using the 
Taguchi meth-
od. Comparative 
analysis using 
COVID-19 mortali-
ty data from India, 
the United States, 

and France revealed that the 
Temporal Convolutional Net-
work (TCN) model achieved 
the highest forecasting accura-
cy, consistently outperforming 
conventional statistical mod-
els.

The research provides a ro-
bust and generalizable frame-
work for epidemiological fore-
casting and has potential appli-
cations in areas such as public 
health, environmental science, 
and economics, where accurate 
predictions are essential for in-
formed decision-making.

GITAM leadership, in-
cluding Prof. D. S. Rao, Pro 
Vice-Chancellor; D.V.V.S.R. 
Varma, Resident Director; Dr. 
M. Reza, Director, School of 
Science; and Dr. Jadav Gan-
desh, Head, Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics, 
congratulated Dr. Uppalaiah 
and appreciated his significant 
contribution to impactful re-
search.

	Turn Eradication of Child 
Labour into a  
Social Movement:  
Minister Vivek

HYDERABAD 

Labour and Mines Minister Dr. G. 
Vivek Venkataswamy has called for 
turning the eradication of child la-
bour into a mass social movement, 
stressing that every child belongs in 
school and not at work.

Speaking at an event organised 
to mark *World Day Against Child 
Labour* at the Sundarayya Vignana 
Kendram in Baghlingampally on 
Monday, the Minister said the gov-
ernment is working with sincerity to-
wards this goal.

Dr. Vivek Venkataswamy expressed 
concern that many children are 
pushed into labour due to poverty and 
poor family conditions. He urged so-
ciety to identify such children and en-
sure they are enrolled back in schools.

“Protecting childhood and provid-
ing quality education to every child is 
the collective responsibility of all of 
us,” the Minister said.

Recalling Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s 
emphasis on education as the path 
to a dignified life, Dr. Vivek Ven-
kataswamy highlighted how many 
former child labourers have gone on 
to secure good jobs through the power 
of education.

He called for widespread aware-
ness campaigns, especially on social 
media, to eliminate child labour com-

pletely.
The Minister underlined that the 

goal can be achieved only through co-
ordinated efforts of the government, 
voluntary organisations, social activ-
ists, and the public. He highlighted 
the state government’s initiatives, 
including the establishment of Ad-
vanced Technology Centres (ATCs), 
skill development programmes, and 
language training for overseas em-
ployment, which aim to provide bet-
ter future opportunities for the youth.

Dr. Vivek Venkataswamy praised 
social activists and voluntary organ-
isations working tirelessly to rescue 
child labourers and mainstream them 
into education. He called upon all sec-
tions of society to join hands in build-
ing a child labour-free Telangana.

MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI

The CMD of Telangana State 
Southern Power Distribution 
Company Limited (TGSPDCL), 
Jitesh Patil, chaired a critical 
review at the Rangareddy zone 
office focused on pre-monsoon 

preparedness and maintenance 
for the upcoming rainy season. 
The discussion emphasized 
completing all pending main-
tenance and preventive upkeep 
in a phased manner, with clear 
directives to field officers to en-
sure timely execution.

To raise public awareness, 
the CMD stressed the effective 
use of print media, electron-
ic media, social media plat-
forms, WhatsApp groups, and 
other local outreach channels. 
The objective is to keep resi-
dents informed about safety 

measures and the planned 
works ahead of the monsoon, 
ensuring that communities 
receive timely and accurate in-
formation.

The meeting highlighted 
proactive safety actions to pre-
vent electrical hazards during 
the monsoon and urged closer 
coordination with GHMC and 
other related departments to 
ensure uninterrupted power 
supply to citizens throughout 
the season.

This collaborative approach 
aims to enhance reliability 
and minimize disruptions for 
the public. Attended officers 
included CMD Jitesh Patil, 
Director Chakrapani, CGM 
RR Zone Pandya Naik, GM RR 
Zone P. Anjaiah, SEs Chan-
drashekar and Laxminarayana, 
DES Ratnakar Rao, Shyam Ku-
mar, and Koteshwar Rao, and 
ADEs B. Manikyaalu and Aadi 
Narayan.

Vivek Strongly Appeals for Child Labour-Free Telangana

Ready for the Rains: CMD Jitesh Patil Unveils 
Public Outreach and Safety Measures for Monsoon

WALK IN INTERVIEW ON 17.06.2026 
BETWEEN 10 AM TO 2 PM

CSE,  CSE (AI&ML), CSE (Data Science), ECE, EEE, Civil, Mech., 
MBA, Pharmacy (All Specializations), Pharm. D and H&S (Physics, 

Chemistry, Mathematics, English, ES) Departments

CMR College of Engg. & Tech., 
CMR Institute of Technology, CMR Technical Campus, 
CMR Engineering College & CMR College of Pharmacy
Kandlakoya (V), Medchal District, Hyderabad – 501 401

Ph. Nos. 9959113030, 9247961234,  
9248727225, 9248727231 & 9248727218

Eligible candidates can attend along with their all original certificates, Aadhar & PAN 
Card, JNTUH Faculty Registration Form, one set of Xerox copies and passport size 
photograph at the above address. Professors with Ph.D. and Quality Research experience 
can contact for prior appointment. Selected candidates have to join immediately.
Date: 15-06-2026                          Sd/-Secretary

Teaching Staff: Professor / 
Assoc. Prof. / Asst. Prof.

n First division in both UG and PG in the 
concerned branch is mandatory. Ph.D. 
mandatory for Prof. / Assoc. Prof.

n	Qualification, Experience and Salary 
as per AICTE 6th Pay Norms.

n Ph.D. with R&D experience will be 
paid Attractive Salary.

n ECE,CSE, IT,English, EEE, 
Civil, Sys. Adm., Program-
mers, Accountant, Jr. Assts., 
Exam Branch Assts., Librar-
ian, Library Asst., Transport 
Manager, Physical Director & 
Hostel Warden (M/F).

Non-Teaching Staff: Lab. 
Asst. / Admin. Office

CMR GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS

GITAM Scholar Earns  
Ph.D. for Research on 

COVID-19 Forecasting Models
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	to submit report on imple-
mentation of promises

	CM instructs Chief Secretary 
to submit the list of official 
who skips field visits and 
seek explanation for their ‘ 
indiscipline ‘ in discharging 
duties

	Organise District level review 
of Praja Palana – Pragati 
Pranalika

	Prepare people’s feedback 
on the performance of the 
government at village level

	CM Revanth Reddy conduct  
a review of the success  
of Praja Palana – Pragati 
Pranalika today

HYDERABAD  

Chief Minister Shri A Revanth Red-
dy instructed the state Planning De-
partment to submit a report on the 
implementation of the promises made 
at every Assembly constituency level. 
During a review of the successful Pra-
ja Palana – Pragati Pranalika ‘ con-
ducted between March 16 and June 
12 across the state , the Chief Minister 
inquired about the status of promises 
made to the public during his district 
tours and government events since as-
suming office.

Stating that the specialized pro-
gramme has brought the people-cen-
tric government closer to the public, 
the CM also inquired about the de-
partment-wise initiatives and the out-
comes achieved till the day.

Rajya Sabha MP Vem Narendar 
Reddy, Chief Secretary Ramakrishna 
Rao, DGP CV Anand, Principal Secre-

tary to the CMO Seshadri, and senior 
officials from various departments 
participated in the meeting. During 
the session, all departments submit-
ted reports detailing the activities 
they had undertaken from the district 
level down to the village level.

CM Revanth Reddy commended 
the departments which actively par-
ticipated in the 99-day action plan and 
recalled his earlier directive to senior 
officials, ranging from Principal Secre-
taries to District Collectors, to conduct 
field visits every month. The Chief Sec-
retary was ordered to submit a report 
identifying the officials and District 
Collectors who failed to undertake the 
field visits. The Chief Minister also 
directed to seek an explanation imme-
diately as to why disciplinary action 
should not be taken against them for 
not embarking on field visits. The CM 
warned that officials failing to comply 
with government directives would not 
be tolerated.

CM Revanth Reddy noted that some 
departments had not adequately high-
lighted the initiatives launched under 
the 'Praja Palana-Pragathi Pranalika' 

programme. The Chief minister em-
phasized that all departments should 
ensure sufficient publicity for their 
activities and directed the concerned 
senior officials to take responsibility 
for this task. Officials were advised to 
regularly communicate the good work 
they have done to the public through 
media and digital media channels.

The CM stressed that the officials 
should record feedback received from 
public representatives and the gener-
al public during various programmes 
and instructed the respective de-
partments to resolve issues raised 
in villages. The documentation of all 
development works undertaken, foun-
dation stones laid and assets created 
over the past three months were also 
must.

CM Revanth Reddy instructed Pan-
chayat Raj officials to immediately 
prepare a list of villages which do not 
have Gram Panchayat buildings and 
to formulate an action plan for con-
structing new buildings. The installa-
tion of solar power plants on all school 
buildings, implementation of facial 
recognition system across all levels of 

the education and healthcare sectors, 
the attendance system followed by all 
employees, ranging from schools and 
colleges to Primary Health Centres 
(PHCs) and major hospitals like Os-
mania and Gandhi hospital was also 
reviewed in the meeting.

Further, the CM ordered immedi-
ate district-wise reviews of the 'Praja 
Palana' progress plan and directed 
that a senior IAS officer be appointed 
as a Special Officer for each district 
and sent there from the state level. 
These Special Officers, in coordi-
nation with the respective District 
Collectors, will review the special 
programs conducted over the 99-day 
period, government-led development 
works, and public feedback on various 
schemes. The officials were instruct-
ed to release district-wise progress 
reports, compile details regarding 
government-implemented schemes, 
the beneficiaries list and development 
works undertaken by the people's gov-
ernment at the district, constituency, 
mandal, and village level. All the in-
formation should be made available 
on a dashboard.

CM Revanth Reddy 
instructs Planning Dept 

CM Revanth trying to divert 
attention from his govt failures

HYDERABAD

Launching a scathing attack at 
the state Congress government, 
BJP State Chief Spokesperson 
and Media In-charge N V Sub-
hash today alleged that chief 
minister Revnath Reddy is tar-
geting BJP union ministers of 
Telangana and state party pres-
ident to cover his government 
failures.

Subhash, in a statement here, 
strongly criticized CM Revanth 
Reddy for spreading lies on 
the central funds for the de-
velopment of Hyderabad city. 
He is making cheap allegations 
against Union Minister Kishan 
Reddy and the Modi government 
only to divert public attention 
from his own government's fail-
ures, senior BJP leader accused.

He said Revanth Reddy is in-
dulged in making false and base-
less allegations out of fear of a 
crushing defeat for the Congress 
party in the upcoming GHMC 
elections. Subhash further stat-
ed that Revanth Reddy has al-
ready started shedding crocodile 
tears and running campaigns 
based on lies.

Subhash clarified that it was 
the Modi government that pro-
vided Rs. 1,200 crores Central 
funds during the first phase of 
the Hyderabad Metro and made 
the 69 km line operational under 
the PPP model and it was inau-
gurated by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi. He added that the 
Center has already given approv-
al in-principle for Phase-two and 
is ready to bear 50 per cent of the 
cost. He pointed out that if the 
Center is to release funds, the 
state government must at least 
complete land acquisition. But 
Revnanth Reddy government 
failed to acquire land for the 
project which shows its incom-
petence.

Subhash reminded that the 
Modi government sanctioned 
Rs.38,297 crores under the 
Bharatmala Project and the Re-
gional Ring Road (RRR), which 
is set to become a jewel around 
Telangana's neck. He stated that 

while the Center is ready to lay 
roads, it is the state Congress 
government that is delaying the 
process without acquiring land 
and letting down the farmers.

He advised Revanth Reddy, 
who questions the Center re-
garding employment, to stop 
reading from that old script of 
lies. He stated that Prime Min-
ister Modi is distributing job 
appointment letters to lakhs of 
youth every month across the 
country through the 'Rozgar 
Mela', and the Center has sup-
ported Telangana's youth by 
providing Rs.86.8 thousand 
crores under the PM Mudra Yo-
jana. Subhash questioned the 
Congress government what hap-
pened to about the 2 lakh jobs 
and unemployment allowances 
they promised to deliver by De-
cember.

Subhash credited Union Min-
ister Kishan Reddy for bringing 
Rs. 1,350 crores for Bibinagar 
AIIMS, Rs. 500 crores for Ka-
zipet Coach Factory, Rs. 889 
crores for Sammakka Sarak-
ka Tribal University, Rs.5,336 
crores for the Railways, and Rs 
31,000 crores for National High-
ways. He challenged Revanth 
Reddy to come for an open de-
bate on these funds if he has the 
courage and capability.

Subhash alleged that CM Re-
vanth Reddy has completely 
lost his grip on the administra-
tion and officials as he himself 
admitted that no one listens to 
him. He accused the Congress 
of ignoring promises made to 
all sections of society, including 

the farmers' loan waiver and the 
Mahalakshmi scheme for wom-
en.

He criticized Revanth Reddy 
for closing down government 
schools and failing to provide 
basic amenities to students. 
Subhash remarked that the CM 
is suffering from a 'split person-
ality' mental state where he does 
not even know what he is talking 
about.

Subhash fired back at the CM 
for forgetting his responsibilities 
and targeting Union Minister 
Kishan Reddy and Union Min-
ister of State for Home Affairs 
Bandi Sanjay with false allega-
tions. It was unfortunate that 
CM Revanth Reddy calling BJP 
Telangana State President N 
Ramchander Rao an "outsider/
stranger" which shows his arro-
gance attitude. He made it clear 
that it is not Kishan Reddy , CM 
Revanth Reddy should resign for 
failing in all fronts and not ful-
filling promises made to people.

Subhash stated that as soon 
as the SIR process began in Hy-
derabad, Congress, BRS, and 
MIM parties have worried who 
had risked national security for 
votes.

He criticized that the people 
of Hyderabad are bound to ex-
pose the Congress party's pol-
itics of fake votes in the GHMC 
elections. He alleged that the 
Congress and BRS parties, 
which survived on illegal immi-
grants' votes, are now gripped by 
fear. He asserted that the public 
is ready to hoist the saffron flag 
over Hyderabad.

Wanted to share an 
inspirational story

HYDERABAD

Glad to meet Gaddam Shivaganesh, the 
son of a former welder from Parsigutta, 
who is making waves with his startup His 
ambitious goal is to build a bank in Hyder-
abad that serves as a one-stop financial 
solution for students and their parents It 
is delightful to see @THubHyd playing a 
key role in turning his vision into reality 
by providing a platform for innovation 
Shivaganesh's idea has earned a $100,000 
grant from Emergent Ventures and a place 
on the Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia 2026 list 
in the Finance & Venture Capital catego-
ry He has also transformed himself into a 
comic character and is developing a free 
animated film to make financial literacy 
simple and engaging for students Shiva-
ganesh's startup has now raised ₹10 crore 
to apply for an RBI payments licence and 
build the foundation for a student-focused 
financial institution Wishing you great 
success, Shivaganesh!

MGU CSO Dr Mirza to present  
a paper in International  

Conference in Turkey
NALGONDA

Dr. Mirza 
Raza, Chief 
Security Of-
ficer (CSO) 
at Mahat-
ma Gandhi 
U n i v e r s i t y 
(MGU), will 
be presenting 
a paper titled 
"Play within Safe Boundaries: Empower-
ing University Sports through Strategic 
Campus Security" at the upcoming 3rd In-
ternational Alliance for Health, Physical 
Education, Dance and Sport (IAHPEDS) 
conference on the 25th June in Istanbul, 
Turkey. The Conference will take place 
from June 24 to June 28, 2026, and Dr. 
Mirza has confirmed that he has received 
the acceptance letter from IAHPEDS for 
his presentation. 

SURYAPET

BC Student JAC Telangana State 
Chairman Veeraboyina Lingayya 
Yadav, PDSU State Vice President 
Erra Akhil, Telangana Student 
Parishad State President Bari 
Ashok, and BC Students' Asso-
ciation District President Nidra 
Sampath Naidu demanded action 
against the District Education Of-
ficer for allegedly neglecting gov-
ernment schools.

Speaking to the media at the 
district headquarters on Mon-
day, they alleged that the Dis-
trict Education Officer has com-

pletely failed to provide even 
basic facilities in government 
schools. They also criticized the 
government, stating that despite 
nearly three years having passed 
since it came to power, the state 
still does not have a Minister for 
Education.

They demanded that the gov-
ernment immediately ensure ad-
equate infrastructure and basic 
amenities for students in schools. 
Otherwise, they warned that they 
would lay siege to the Collector's 
office.

They further urged the gov-
ernment to construct permanent 

buildings for welfare hostels and 
Gurukul schools, pointing out 
that students are facing difficul-
ties due to inadequate facilities in 
rented buildings.

The leaders alleged that the 
state government is not interest-
ed in supporting the education 
of poor SC, ST, and BC students 
and is therefore failing to provide 
proper facilities.

Among those present at the 
meeting were BC Youth Associ-
ation District President Bhuvan-
agiri Satish, BC Students' Asso-
ciation District Convener Bayya 
Rajesh, Sai, Pawan, and others.

Action Should Be Taken Against 
the District Education Officer

	Tourism Minister Jupal-
ly Krishna Rao receives 
award from Union Tourism 
Minister Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat in Goa

GOA

Hyderabad won the National Culi-
nary Destination Award at the pres-
tigious India Today Tourism Awards 
2026 presented during the India To-
day Tourism Summit held in Goa on 
Monday, further reinforcing Telan-
gana's growing stature as a leading 
tourism destination.

The award was received by Tel-
angana Tourism Minister Jupally 
Krishna Rao from Union Tourism 
and Culture Minister Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat in the presence of 
Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, 
Aroon Purie, Chairman and Ed-
itor-in-Chief of the India Today 
Group, Raj Chengappa, Group Ed-
itorial Director (Publishing), India 
Today Group, tourism ministers, 
policymakers, industry leaders and 
tourism stakeholders from across 
the country.

Speaking on the occasion, Krish-
na Rao said the award reflects Hy-
derabad's rich culinary heritage and 
Telangana's growing prominence 

on India's tourism map. He said 
Hyderabad's globally acclaimed cu-
linary traditions, led by the iconic 
Hyderabadi Biryani, Irani Chai and 
authentic Telangana cuisine, have 
earned international recognition 
and continue to attract visitors from 
across India and abroad.

The Minister said the recogni-
tion reaffirms Telangana's position 
as a preferred tourism destination 
known for its heritage, culture, hos-
pitality and culinary traditions. He 
noted that the State Government, 
under the leadership of Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy, is implement-
ing several initiatives to promote 

tourism by showcasing Telangana's 
heritage destinations, eco-tourism 
circuits, spiritual tourism centres, 
adventure tourism destinations and 
cultural attractions. Krishna Rao 
said Telangana is witnessing in-
creased tourist footfalls and growing 
interest in segments such as heritage, 
eco, medical, spiritual and culinary 
tourism. He added that the State Gov-
ernment is committed to strengthening 
tourism infrastructure, improving con-
nectivity and enhancing visitor experi-
ences across destinations.

The recognition comes close on 
the heels of Hyderabad being fea-
tured among the world's leading food 

destinations, further strengthening 
its reputation as one of India's pre-
mier culinary capitals. Dedicating 
the award to the people of Telanga-
na and stakeholders in the tourism 
and hospitality sectors, the Minister 
said the recognition would further 
strengthen efforts to position Telan-
gana as one of the country's leading 
tourism destinations. The India 
Today Tourism Awards recognise 
excellence in tourism promotion, 
destination development and visitor 
experience across India. Telangana 
Tourism Development Corporation 
Managing Director Gauthami was 
present on the occasion.

Hyderabad wins National Culinary Destination 
Award at India Today Tourism Awards 2026

HYDERABAD

Minister for  Labour, Employment and Mines Dr. G. Vivek 
Venkatswamy advised students learning foreign languages, 
particularly German, to pursue their studies with discipline 
and consistent practice, enabling them to take advantage 
of international employment opportunities. The Minister 
interacted with students and trainers undergoing German 
language training at the Telangana Overseas Manpow-
er Company Limited (TOMCOM) office in Hyderabad on 
Monday. Speaking on the occasion, Vivek Venkatswamy 
said TOMCOM is conducting German language training 
programmes for youth aspiring to secure employment op-
portunities in Germany. While employment opportunities 
are available in India in sectors such as nursing, engineer-
ing and other professional fields, he noted that salaries of-
fered in Germany are significantly higher when compared 
to Indian currency values. “Learning a new language and 
securing employment in countries such as Germany pres-
ents a tremendous opportunity for our youth,” the Minister 
said. He expressed satisfaction over the enthusiastic re-
sponse to the German language classes recently launched in 
Mandamarri, Mancherial district. 

HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi working 
president K. T. Rama Rao strongly 
criticised Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy over the Centre’s failure to 
approve the Hyderabad Metro rail 
phase-II project, stating that it is 
a glaring example of the Congress 
government's administrative incom-
petence and inability to safeguard 
Telangana’s interests.

In a statement here on Monday, KT 
Rama Rao alleged that despite mak-
ing 71 visits to New Delhi, the Chief 

Minister has failed to secure the 
Centre’s approval for Metro phase-II, 
exposing his lack of influence and in-
effective leadership.

“While the Central government 
has approved Metro projects for cit-
ies such as Visakhapatnam, Ahmed-
abad and other states, the Telanga-
na government has failed to obtain 
clearance for Hyderabad Metro 
phase-II. Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy must explain to the people of 
Hyderabad why he could not secure 
this crucial project,” KTR said.

The BRS leader alleged that the 

Chief Minister lacks the courage to 
question Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the Union government due 
to political compulsions arising from 
the alleged ‘cash-for-vote’ case pend-
ing against him.

“Unable to question the Centre 
over its discrimination against Tel-
angana, Revanth Reddy is resorting 
to the cheap tactic of blaming the 
opposition BRS to divert public at-
tention from his own failures,” KTR 
said. He further alleged that Revanth 
Reddy has entered into a covert un-
derstanding with the BJP, which, 
according to him, explains why re-
peated visits to Delhi have yielded no 
results for Telangana.

Demanding accountability, KTR 
called upon the Chief Minister to 
apologise to the people of Hyderabad 
for what he described as a complete 
failure in securing Metro phase-II 
and for allegedly jeopardising the fu-
ture expansion of the existing metro 
network.

“The people of Hyderabad deserve 
answers as to why approvals and fi-
nancial support that were secured 
swiftly during the previous BRS 
government are now being delayed 
under the Congress administration,” 
he said.

Failure to secure Metro phase-II approval 
reflects Revanth’s inept governance: KTR

Master foreign languages with 
discipline to seize global jobs: Vivek
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Revision in route diversion 
for Nagercoil – Lokmanya 

Tilak Terminus
CHENNAI, JUNE 15: 

Due to operational rea-
sons, revisions have 

been made to the diversion 
routes of the following train 
service which was previous-
ly notified vide Press Re-
lease No. 154 dated 11th June 
2026. The revised details are 
as follows:
Train No. 16340 Nager-
coil – Lokmanya Tilak 
Terminus Express sched-
uled to leave Nagercoil at 
06.45 hrs on 30th June, 
2026 will be diverted to run 

via Thiruvananthapuram 
Central, Kollam, Kottayam, 
Ernakulam Town, Palakkad, 
Podanur, Erode and Salem. 
Consequently the train will 
skip the stoppage at Ernaku-
lam Jn with additional stop-
pages at Kottayam and Er-
nakulam Town on the above 
mentioned date and the pre-
viously notified stoppage at 
Ernakulam Jn Station will 
remain cancelled.

Passengers are requested 
to take note of the revised 
routing and plan their jour-
ney accordingly

AP emerge as growth engine of India’s economic 
growth: Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu

SINGAPORE : 

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 

Naidu said India is rapidly 
transforming into a global 
economic powerhouse and 
Andhra Pradesh playing a 
crucial role in driving the na-
tion’s growth.

Addressing a meeting with 
leading venture capitalists 
during the first day of his Sin-
gapore visit, the Chief Minis-
ter noted that while countries 
such as China took decades 
to achieve high economic 
growth, India is advancing at 
a much faster pace under the 
visionary leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.The 
Chief Minister highlighted 
India's emergence as a global 
manufacturing hub, particu-
larly in medical technology, 
advanced electronics and 
high-value industrial prod-
ucts. He pointed out that In-
dia possesses the world's larg-
est youth workforce, creating 
a strong demographic advan-
tage for sustained economic 
growth.Emphasizing Andhra 
Pradesh’s role in India’s man-
ufacturing expansion, Chan-
drababu Naidu said the state is 
attracting major investments 

in defence and aerospace 
sectors, including projects 
related to fifth-generation 
fighter aircraft manufactur-
ing. He also outlined the gov-
ernment’s “One Family – One 
Entrepreneur” policy aimed 
at fostering entrepreneurship 
and industrial development 
across the state.The Chief 
Minister informed investors 
that Andhra Pradesh has al-
ready facilitated fast-track 
approvals and land allotments 
for major projects, including 
the Advanced Medium Com-
bat Aircraft (AMCA) program 
and investments by global 
companies such as Google 
and ArcelorMittal. He urged 
investors to capitalize on the 
state's investment-friendly 
environment and expanding 

industrial ecosystem.
Highlighting the success 

of industrial hubs such as Sri 
City, Chandrababu Naidu said 
Andhra Pradesh has integrat-
ed technology into governance 
and public service delivery, 
creating a transparent and ef-
ficient business environment. 
He also showcased the oppor-
tunities available through the 
Ratan Tata Innovation Hub 
(RTIH), inviting venture cap-
ital firms to invest in startups 
nurtured through the hub and 
support cutting-edge innova-
tions emerging from Andhra 
Pradesh.

Representatives from lead-
ing venture capital firms, 
including Origin Ventures, 
Autonomics, Elev8 Ventures, 
Optimum Solutions, Quona 

Capital and Jungle Ventures, 
participated in the interac-
tion.

Earlier in the day, Chief 
Minister Chandrababu Naidu 
met Mr. Shilpak Ambule, 
High Commissioner of In-
dia to Singapore. During the 
meeting, discussions focused 
on strengthening economic 
and commercial coopera-
tion between Singapore and 
Andhra Pradesh.The Chief 
Minister emphasized that 
Singapore has been a valuable 
partner in Andhra Pradesh’s 
development journey and in-
vited Singaporean companies 
to explore investment oppor-
tunities in the state. He high-
lighted the potential for in-
vestments in food processing, 
electronics, semiconductors, 

quantum technologies, robot-
ics, medical devices, hardware 
and advanced manufacturing 
sectors. Chandrababu Naidu 
noted that the development of 
new ports in Andhra Pradesh 
has created significant oppor-
tunities for shipbuilding, civil 
aviation and Maintenance, 
Repair and Overhaul (MRO) 
facilities. He also informed 
the High Commissioner about 
the state's initiatives to estab-
lish traceability and certifica-
tion systems for horticulture 
products to enhance export 
competitiveness.The Chief 
Minister sought Singapore’s 
collaboration in emerging 
technology sectors and pro-
posed stronger partnerships 
between educational institu-
tions in Andhra Pradesh and 
Singapore to promote knowl-
edge exchange, research and 
skill development.

Minister for Municipal 
Administration and Urban 
Development P. Narayana, 
Industries Department Sec-
retary Yuvaraj, AP Economic 
Development Board CEO S. 
Shanmohan, Municipal Ad-
ministration Principal Secre-
tary Suresh Kumar and other 
senior officials were present 
during the meetings.

Palnadu set for industrial and horticulture growth 
NARASARAOPET:  

Energy Minister and Pal-
nadu district in-charge 

Minister Gottipati Ravi 
Kumar on Monday said the 
coalition government led 
by Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu was imple-
menting the promises made 
to the people and pursuing 
welfare and development si-
multaneously. Participating 
in the coalition government's 
second anniversary celebra-
tions at Narasaraopet, Mr. 
Ravi Kumar distributed sub-
sidised tractors, drip irriga-
tion systems and agricultur-
al equipment to farmers. He 
also handed over subsidised 
autorickshaws to beneficiar-
ies under programmes im-
plemented by the DRDA and 

Velugu. The Minister visited 
exhibition stalls set up by 
various departments show-
casing achievements and 
programmes implemented 
during the coalition govern-
ment's two years in office. 
Addressing a public meeting, 
Mr. Ravi Kumar said the gov-
ernment was spending about 
Rs.33,000 crore annually 
on social security pensions. 
Referring to the Talliki 

Vandanam scheme, he said 
Rs.10,000 crore had been 
credited to beneficiaries in 
a single day. He added that 
more than Rs.8,900 crore 
assistance had been extend-
ed to farmers under the An-
nadata Sukhibhava scheme. 
The Minister said the govern-
ment had filled over 16,000 
teacher posts through the 
DSC recruitment process as 
part of efforts to strengthen 

the public education system. 
He also highlighted welfare 
measures for women, includ-
ing the provision of three 
free LPG cylinders a year 
and free travel facilities in 
RTC buses.

Criticising the previous 
YSRCP government, Mr. 
Ravi Kumar alleged that sev-
eral key projects, including 
the Amaravati capital city 
project and the Polavaram 

irrigation project, had suf-
fered setbacks during its 
tenure. He said the delay in 
Polavaram had affected ir-
rigation prospects and the 
associated 920 MW hydro-
power project. On the power 
sector, the Minister alleged 
that electricity tariffs had 
been increased multiple 
times during the previous 
government's tenure. He said 
the coalition government 

had not imposed any addi-
tional burden on consumers 
over the last two years and 
reiterated the government's 
commitment to maintain-
ing tariff stability. Mr. Ravi 
Kumar said the government 
was focusing on industrial 
development in Rayalasee-
ma and Palnadu. Two com-
pressed biogas (CBG) plants 
were being established in 
Palnadu, he said, adding 
that efforts were underway 
to develop the region as a 
horticulture hub and attract 
new industries to create em-
ployment opportunities for 
youth. The Minister said the 
government would continue 
implementing welfare pro-
grammes and announced 
that new pensions and hous-
ing benefits for eligible ben-
eficiaries would be taken up 
in the coming period.

says Gottipati Ravi Kumar

Congress alleges Amit Shah engineered 
TMC-NCPI merger to boost NDA

Congress accused Amit 
Shah of engineering 20 
rebel TMC MPs' merg-
er with the NCPI. The 

charge has intensified a 
wider battle over anti-de-

fection norms and NDA 
numbers in the  

Lok Sabha.

The Congress on Monday 
accused Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah of mas-
terminding what it called an 
"illegal breakaway" of 20 re-
bel Trinamool Congress MPs 
after they announced their 
merger with the Nationalist 
Citizens Party of India (NCPI). 
The party said the move was 
part of Shah's strategy to en-
gineer a two-thirds majority 

for the NDA in the Lok Sab-
ha. Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh said the development 
had taken Indian democracy 
to "new lows" and alleged that 
"decency, decorum and devo-
tion to constitutional values 
and principles remain vul-
nerable and threatened every 
day he continues in office". He 
said the NCPI, a registered but 
unrecognised party formed 
three years ago, could become 
the second-largest constituent 
in the NDA through the merg-
er. In a post on X, Ramesh 
said, "A desperate Union 
home minister – who is an 
absolute disgrace to the posi-
tion once held by Sardar Patel 
– has taken Indian democra-
cy to new lows in a shameless 

manner." He also said Shah 
had "masterminded the ille-
gal breakaway of 20 TMC MPs 
and their wholly questionable 
fusion with an unheard of 
and reportedly registered but 
unrecognised political outfit 
formed just three years back".

Ramesh further said the 
NCPI could end up becoming 

the second-largest constituent 
in the NDA, ahead of the TDP 
and JD(U), and said those 
parties should be protesting 
their "downgrade" through 
such "underhand tactics" and 
in such a "disgusting" man-
ner. "This bizarre move is part 
of the Union home minister's 
strategy to engineer a two-
thirds majority for the NDA in 
the Lok Sabha," he said.

On Sunday, the 20 re-
bel TMC MPs met Lok Sab-
ha Speaker Om Birla and 
announced that they were 
merging with the NCPI, a 
Tripura-based registered un-
recognised political party. On 
Monday, rebel TMC MP Arup 
Chakraborty said the break-
away faction was trying to 

"rectify" the party and would 
fight for control of its election 
symbol, even as the Mamata 
Banerjee-led party termed 
the move illegal under the an-
ti-defection law.

The NCPI is a Tripura-based 
registered unrecognised par-
ty with no significant political 
presence. It contested three 
seats in the 2023 Tripura As-
sembly polls, with its candi-
dates either finishing behind 
NOTA or getting only a few 
votes more. The latest politi-
cal clash centres on the Con-
gress charge that the merger 
was engineered to strengthen 
the NDA in the Lok Sabha, 
while the rebel TMC faction 
says it is seeking to "rectify" 
the party.

NCC to create independent 
state directorates in 
Andhra, Jharkhand

NEW DELHI, JUNE 15 

The National Cadet Corps 
(NCC), Headquarters 

Directorate General, has 
approved the creation of 
independent state direc-
torates in Andhra Pradesh 
and Jharkhand, increasing 
the total number of state 
units in the country from 
17 to 19, said an official on 
Monday.

Guided by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s vision 
of empowering the youth, 
the decision will help more 
young people develop into 
confident, capable and so-
cially committed citizens 
prepared to contribute 
meaningfully to the nation’s 
progress, said the official 
from the Ministry of De-
fence. The establishment 
of independent state direc-
torates in Andhra Pradesh 
and Jharkhand will bring 
the NCC closer to the cadets 
and educational institu-
tions it serves, the official 
said in a statement. The new 
administrative structure 
will enable more focused 
coordination, improved 
supervision and enhanced 
support for training and 
developmental activities, 
it said It will also provide 
greater opportunities for 
the youth of these states 
through improved training 
infrastructure and support 
mechanisms. Established in 
1948 with an initial strength 

of 20,000 cadets, NCC has 
grown into the world’s larg-
est uniformed youth organi-
sation with over 20 lakh ca-
dets. The organisation has 
witnessed an increase of 6 
lakh cadets between 2014 
and 2025 and is currently 
present in more than 750 
districts across the country. 
With renewed administra-
tive strength, the organi-
sation continues to shape 
responsible citizens and 
contribute towards build-
ing a stronger, more capable 
and Viksit Bharat, said the 
statement. Earlier, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh de-
scribed NCC cadets as the 
nation's second line of de-
fence, calling upon youth to 
draw inspiration from their 
vital role in raising public 
awareness when mock drills 
were conducted across the 
country during Operation 
Sindoor. "As the world is 
going through a period of 
uncertainty, our youth must 
remain physically, mentally 
and emotionally strong and 
be prepared to take on every 
challenge," said Rajnath 
Singh while addressing the 
cadets at the NCC Republic 
Day Camp in Delhi.

Trinamool MLA Kunal Ghosh  
targeted with egg outside Mamata’s home

KOLKATA, JUNE 15 

An egg was thrown at Tri-
namool Congress MLA 

Kunal Ghosh outside former 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee's residence in Kolkata's 
Kalighat area on Monday. The 
Beleghata Trinamool MLA was 
leaving Mamata Banerjee's res-
idence in south Kolkata after 
attending a meeting when the 
incident took place. According 
to Kunal Ghosh, he noticed a 
person waiting on the street 

holding an egg. He exchanged 
a few words with the individu-
al, following which an egg was 
thrown at him. The alleged 
attacker identified himself as 
Chandan and claimed he had 
been waiting for Kunal Ghosh. 
The youth said there were sev-
eral allegations against the 
Trinamool leader and that he 
threw the egg as a mark of pro-
test. He claimed to be a resident 
of the Kalighat area in south 
Kolkata. “Did Kunal Ghosh 
commit fewer atrocities? He, 

along with others, deserves to 
be hit with rotten eggs,” the 
youth said. Later, Kunal Ghosh 
said he had attended a meeting 
at Mamata Banerjee's residence 
with some senior leaders and 

that the incident occurred after 
he left the premises. “When I 
was leaving, media represent-
atives were standing in front 
of Mamata Banerjee's house to 
ask questions. They requested 
me to stop, and I did. Just then, 
two boys came forward. There 
were some others behind them. 
One of the two took out an egg 
and attacked me,” he said. He 
further said: “My eyes were on 
the camera lens. At that mo-
ment, one of them threw an egg 
at me.” However, he refused to 

describe the incident as an ex-
pression of public anger. “This 
is vandalism. There is no an-
ger. The vandalism is being 
planned. There is security in 
front of the former Chief Min-
ister's house. The boys threw 
eggs and were allowed to leave,” 
he said. A short while later, as 
Kunal Ghosh was leaving the 
area in a car, some of the al-
leged attackers were still stand-
ing nearby. Kunal said to them: 
“Make omelettes with the re-
maining eggs and eat them.”

Odisha man murders friend 
for having affair with his 
wife, arrested in Mumbai

The deceased and the 
accused were reportedly 

close friends. Howev-
er, their relationship 
soured after Behera 

allegedly began an illicit 
relationship with Mad-

hei's wife.

A murder allegedly trig-
gered by an extramarital 

affair has come to light in 
Odisha, with police arrest-
ing the prime accused from 
Maharashtra following a 
detailed investigation. Ac-
cording to police, the case 
surfaced after the disappear-
ance of 35-year-old Birendra 
Behera from Balasore. Be-
hera had travelled to neigh-
bouring Mayurbhanj district 
on May 25, along with his 
friend Biren Madhei to work 
as a dumper driver. Howev-
er, he never returned home.

Concerned over his sud-
den disappearance, Behera’s 
wife, Sabitri, lodged a miss-
ing person complaint at Ber-
hampur Police Station on 
May 27, prompting police to 
launch a search operation.

During the investiga-
tion, police uncovered a 
long-standing dispute be-
tween Behera and the ac-

cused, Madhei. The two were 
reportedly close friends, but 
their relationship soured af-
ter Behera allegedly began 
an illicit relationship with 
Madhei’s wife.

The matter had earlier 
been taken up by a village 
committee, where local el-
ders and the sarpanch inter-
vened to resolve the dispute. 
A penalty of Rs 50,000 was 
also reportedly imposed as 
part of the settlement.

After committing the 
crime on May 25, the accused 
allegedly buried the body in 
a forested area and later fled, 
said Pramod Kumar Mallick, 
Additional Superintendent 
of Police, adding that he was 
arrested from Mumbai.

During interrogation, the 
accused allegedly confessed 
to the crime and revealed the 
location where the body had 
been buried. Acting on his 
disclosure, police recovered 
the remains from a site near 
the accused’s in-laws’ house.

Police said efforts are un-
derway to establish the exact 
sequence of events leading 
to the murder and to col-
lect additional evidence to 
strengthen the case. Further 
investigation is in progress.

Paper Leaks 
Crush Dreams of 
Millions: Rahul
NEW DELHI: (JUN 15)

Ahead of his first 
student conven-

tion in Kota, Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Monday said every pa-
per leak and cancelled 
exam is not just a fail-
ure of the system but a 
blow to the dreams of 
millions of youth of the 
country. In a post on X 
in Hindi, Gandhi said it 
is not the fruit of hard 
work that students get 
but the punishment for 
daring to dream. He 
urged the youth to fight 
for their future and said 
he stands with them.

Sage Agatthiyar 
symbol of 

India's cultural, 
spiritual unity: 

V-P
NEW DELHI: (JUN 15) 

Vice-President C P 
Radhakrishnan on 

Monday credited sages 
and rishis as the "true 
architects" of India's 
unity and said kings or 
political institutions 
were not the only ones 
who worked for it. He 
made the remarks at the 
release of the book "Ag-
atthiyar -- The Unifier" 
at an event here. De-
scribing Sage Agatthiyar 
as a symbol of India's 
cultural and spiritual 
unity, the vice-president 
said the revered sage 
connected the traditions 
of North and South India 
and embodied the civili-
sational bond stretching 
from the Himalayas to 
the Indian Ocean.

SP MP Alleges 
Development 

Failure by 
Maurya

KAUSHAMBI (UP): (JUN 
15) 

Samajwadi Party MP 
Pushpendra Saroj on 

Monday alleged that Ut-
tar Pradesh Deputy Chief 
Minister Keshav Prasad 
Maurya has failed to en-
sure the development of 
his home district Kau-
shambi and demanded 
his resignation.

Talking to reporters 
after a meeting of the 
District Development 
Coordination and Moni-
toring Committee at the 
Collectorate premises 
here, Saroj said Maurya 
was unable to address 
key issues related to ed-
ucation, healthcare and 
employment in the area 
despite holding the office 
of deputy chief minister 
for nearly a decade.

"If the deputy chief 
minister cannot ensure 
development in his own 
home district, he should 
resign from his post," Sa-
roj said.
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Pioneering a New Era of Holistic 
Learning and Educational Revolution

The strategic quagmire confronting President Donald Trump regard-
ing Tehran was starkly illustrated by his abrupt reversal on launching 
strikes against Iran, coming mere hours after he threatened a full sei-
zure of the nation’s vital Kharg Island. Having initiated this military 

confrontation alongside his close ally, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu, on February 28, Mr. Trump is now actively seeking a diplomatic exit strate-
gy through negotiated terms. However, having successfully weathered a grueling 
forty days of sustained American and Israeli aerial bombardments, and now ex-
ercising firm operational control over the critical Strait of Hormuz shipping lanes, 
Iran seems entirely indisposed to grant the American president an easy diplomatic 
triumph. Washington finds itself severely squeezed between two uncompromis-
ing forces: an unpredictable Israel, whose parallel military campaigns in Lebanon 
continuously jeopardize the tenuous U.S.-Iran ceasefire agreement, and a deeply 
emboldened Iranian leadership that has grown progressively defiant and unyield-
ing. In response, Mr. Trump resorted to his standard geopolitical methodology, at-
tempting to leverage sudden military coercion to forcefully shift Tehran’s posture 
at the bargaining table. The latest flashpoint occurred on Wednesday when he au-
thorized direct retaliatory strikes against Iranian targets following verified reports 
that an American Apache helicopter was downed over the hotly contested Strait 
of Hormuz. Tehran responded immediately, launching retaliatory strikes against 
U.S. military installations stationed in Kuwait, Bahrain, and Jordan. Following for-
ty-eight hours of intense, tit-for-tat military exchanges, Mr. Trump unexpectedly 
ordered a halt to the operations on Thursday, publicly asserting that diplomatic 
discussions were showing positive momentum. This aligns with his behavior over 
the preceding eight weeks, during which he has repeatedly proclaimed that a grand 
bargain with Iran was on the precipice of completion. Yet, within this dangerous 
escalatory spiral, the administration’s approach consistently mirrors a pattern of 
taking one step forward followed by two steps back.

When the American president originally deployed his massive naval armada 
toward the Persian Gulf in late February, his primary objective was to compel un-
conditional Iranian compliance through overwhelming kinetic pressure. The joint 
U.S.-Israeli coalition advanced a highly ambitious agenda, demanding the com-
plete dismantlement of Iran’s nuclear infrastructure, the systematic degradation of 
its ballistic missile arsenals, and an absolute termination of its regional proxy net-
work funding. At its inception, the ultimate, unstated objective of the joint U.S.-Is-
raeli offensive was total regime change within Tehran. Now, more than ninety days 
into a conflict that has conspicuously failed to realize a single one of its explicitly 
stated benchmarks, the warfare has instead served to solidify and radicalize Iran’s 
geopolitical resolve. Whereas the Iranian government may have been amenable to 
negotiating concessions regarding its nuclear development capabilities on Febru-
ary 27, its contemporary position is unshakeable: any future dialogue regarding 
the nuclear dossier remains strictly contingent upon the immediate cessation of all 
U.S.-Israeli military hostilities and the comprehensive lifting of the ongoing eco-
nomic and maritime blockade. Ultimately, this conflict has radically transformed 
the foundational strategic equilibrium of the Middle East. While it is undeniable 
that Iran has suffered immense domestic economic devastation and severe struc-
tural military damage, it has simultaneously emerged in a far more potent geopo-
litical position by securing the choke point of the Hormuz Strait, thereby trapping 
the United States in an incredibly expensive, protracted military deadlock. Rather 
than continuing to pursue the illusory fantasy of a total Iranian capitulation, the 
leadership in Washington must pivot toward a realistic, multi-phased diplomatic 
framework. The immediate imperative must focus on robustly enforcing the cur-
rent ceasefire, expanding its parameters in genuine good faith, and dismantling 
the blockade in direct exchange for Iran restoring free maritime transit through the 
Strait of Hormuz. Only after regional stabilization is successfully achieved can both 
adversaries realistically re-engage in meaningful negotiations regarding Iran’s nu-
clear ambitions and construct a permanent resolution to the war.

EDITORIAL
One Step Forward, Two  

Steps Back: The Dilemma of 
U.S. Policy in the Gulf

Aligning Education and Recruitment: 
Rethinking an Uneven Divide

Today, the world stands at a crucial crossroads in 
education. While the expansion of knowledge has 
reached unprecedented heights, the erosion of hu-
man values has accelerated at an equally alarm-

ing pace. Science and technology have undoubtedly made life 
more comfortable and convenient, yet they have also been 
accompanied by growing challenges such as mental stress, vi-
olence, excessive competition, ethical crises, and the gradual 
decline of human sensitivity and compassion. A fundamental 
question echoes throughout the educational landscape: Is the 
current education system truly shaping human beings, or is 
it merely producing professionals and consumers? At such a 
critical juncture, the initiative of establishing Acharya Ma-
hashraman International Schools by the Jain Shwetambar 
Terapanthi Mahasabha emerges as a beacon of hope, a fresh 
vision, and a transformative educational philosophy. This is 
not merely a project to establish schools; it is a grand move-
ment to reconnect education with its original purpose.

The Mahasabha has set an ambitious goal of establishing 
nearly one hundred schools across India. At present, con-
struction and academic activities are progressing rapidly in 
schools located in Sridungargarh, Gangashahar, and Nokha 
in Rajasthan, as well as Bhuj in Gujarat. The objective behind 
these institutions is not simply to create modern educational 
campuses but to cultivate an educational culture that har-
moniously integrates knowledge with values, science with 
wisdom, and success with sensitivity. The educational vision 
of the Terapanth order has always been broad, humane, and 
farsighted. Within this tradition, education has never been 
viewed merely as a means of employment; rather, it has been 
regarded as the foundation for the holistic development of 
an individual. The Acharyas of Terapanth consistently em-
phasized that the true purpose of education is to enrich the 
human being from within. An education that develops the 
intellect while neglecting the heart remains incomplete. Like-
wise, an education that imparts knowledge without building 
character can ultimately become a threat to society.

Acharya Tulsi recognized this need long before it became a 
global concern. Through the Anuvrat Movement, he sought to 
place morality at the center of social life. He firmly believed that 
the genuine development of individuals, society, and the nation 
could only rest upon a strong ethical foundation. To integrate 
moral values into education, he introduced innovative initiatives 
such as moral education curricula and ethical education exam-
inations. These programs were not merely academic exercises; 
they were social transformation movements. Through them, 
millions of students found inspiration to embrace values such 
as truth, nonviolence, discipline, self-restraint, honesty, and 
responsibility in their daily lives. Acharya Mahapragya further 
advanced this philosophy by giving it a more scientific and prac-
tical framework. Through the concept of Jeevan Vigyan (Sci-
ence of Living), he presented an educational model that linked 
learning with the development of the body, mind, emotions, and 
consciousness. Jeevan Vigyan did not merely prepare students 
to succeed in examinations; it equipped them to lead stress-free 
lives, maintain emotional balance, cultivate self-discipline, and 
develop positive thinking. At a time when the world is increas-
ingly focusing on mental health and emotional education, it 
becomes evident that the principles of Jeevan Vigyan were far 
ahead of their time.

Acharya Mahashraman has elevated this entire tradition 
to new heights. His personality embodies a remarkable syn-
thesis of knowledge, spirituality, discipline, nonviolence, and 
human compassion. In his vision, education cannot remain 
confined to intellectual development alone; it must also awak-
en the moral, spiritual, and human potential hidden within 
every individual. This is precisely why the institutions estab-
lished in his name possess the potential to become not only 
centers of modern education but also centers that impart a 
meaningful philosophy of life. The guiding motto of Acharya 
Mahashraman International Schools—“Knowledge, Values, 
and Character”—perfectly reflects one of the greatest needs 
of our time. While most educational institutions today fo-
cus extensively on knowledge and skills, the dimensions of 
values and character often receive inadequate attention. As 
a result, intellectual advancement continues, but moral and 
human crises also deepen. These schools aim to address this 
imbalance through a meaningful and effective educational 
approach. Their objective is not merely to provide informa-
tion but to transform knowledge into wisdom and wisdom 
into character.

India’s National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 similarly em-
phasizes the importance of holistic education. The policy places 
special importance on multidimensional development, life skills, 
Indian knowledge systems, value-based learning, and overall 
personality development. However, the success of any policy ul-
timately depends on the institutions that implement it. In this 
regard, Acharya Mahashraman International Schools have the 
potential to emerge as living and effective models of the NEP. 
Alongside modern curricula, scientific temper, technological 
competence, and preparation for global competitiveness, these 
schools will place equal emphasis on ethics, self-discipline, coex-
istence, and spiritual awareness.

According to Mahendra Nahata, President of the Jain Shwet-
ambar Terapanthi Mahasabha and a distinguished industrialist, 
this project has been developed as one of the Mahasabha’s flag-
ship educational initiatives. Its objectives and long-term vision 
make it far more comprehensive than an ordinary school project. 
Nahata believes that in the future, technical knowledge alone 
will not be sufficient. In the age of artificial intelligence, automa-
tion, and digital technologies, machines may perform countless 
tasks, but qualities such as compassion, sensitivity, ethical judg-
ment, meaningful relationships, and inner balance can only be 
nurtured by human beings. Therefore, education must educate 
not only the mind but also the heart and soul.

His belief that these schools can enrich India’s National 
Education Policy with a spiritual dimension is particularly 

significant. Here, spirituality does not imply religious nar-
rowness or sectarianism. Rather, it refers to self-awareness, 
ethical living, tolerance, human unity, and inner harmony. 
This perspective is increasingly relevant to the global com-
munity, where discussions on educational reform are increas-
ingly centered around mental well-being, social responsibil-
ity, and value-based living. One of the greatest challenges 
facing modern education is that it is producing successful 
individuals who are often not fulfilled, intelligent minds 
that are not always sensitive, and capable professionals who 
may not necessarily possess strong character. Consequently, 
societies across the world are grappling with rising levels of 
stress, depression, violence, intolerance, and social fragmen-
tation. What is urgently needed is an educational model that 
prepares students not merely for competition but for life it-
self—one that helps them discover not only a career but also a 
purpose; one that teaches them not only how to earn a living 
but also how to live meaningfully.

Acharya Mahashraman International Schools represent 
a significant step in this direction. They aspire to create a 
harmonious balance between science and spirituality, mo-
dernity and culture, technology and ethics, competition and 
cooperation, achievement and compassion. Such a vision may 
well become the foundation of future education. Across the 
world, there is a growing search for educational systems that 
can nurture not only knowledgeable individuals but also wise 
and responsible citizens. Indian educational philosophy has 
championed this ideal for centuries. From the ancient Gu-
rukul tradition to contemporary spiritual thought, India has 
consistently viewed education as a means of holistic human 
development.

If the Acharya Mahashraman International Schools evolve 
according to their envisioned framework, they could emerge as 
an inspiring model not only for India but for the entire global 
educational community. Just as certain nations have become 
renowned for their distinctive educational systems, India too 
can present to the world a unique model of value-based ho-
listic education. Such a model would demonstrate that edu-
cation is not merely the accumulation of knowledge but the 
formation of life; not merely the expansion of information but 
the development of consciousness; not merely preparation 
for a career but cultivation of character. In essence, the es-
tablishment of Acharya Mahashraman International Schools 
should not be viewed merely as an educational project. It is 
a creative extension of Acharya Tulsi’s Anuvrat Movement, 
Acharya Mahapragya’s Science of Living, and Acharya Ma-
hashraman’s vision of nonviolence and human welfare. It is 
an effort to reconnect education with its true purpose. It is a 
vision of a future in which schools are not merely institutions 
that confer degrees, but centers that shape the finest possibil-
ities of humanity. If this vision becomes a reality, it will not 
only provide a new direction to India’s educational system but 
also offer the world a humane, ethical, and spiritual model 
of education—one capable of nurturing generations that are 
more intelligent, more compassionate, and more deeply hu-
man. That, ultimately, is the true significance, purpose, and 
promise of this remarkable initiative.

LALIT GARGG
Writer, Journalist, Columnist

J M R DUNGA

M.sc( Maths ), M.sc( Physics)
Senior Teaching  Faculty in Maths

DEFIANCE OF DUST

Old age, they say, is a curse
A slow erosion, a silent hearse.

But listen, youth of fleeting years:
The fire within still burns past fears.

Shall we lie down like beasts in pain,
As time pours down like ruthless rain?

No! Our will is not yet torn
In shattered wheels, new paths are born.

Our limbs may creak, our steps may slow,
But in our minds, the tempests blow.

The world may hush, pretend we’re done
But age is not eclipse of sun.

If we must sit, let it be thrones,
Of dreams carved deep in aging bones.

Let hearts still burst, but not in vain
In thunderous love, not silent pain.

Oh youth who scroll and swipe and stray,
Learn from the soul that won’t decay.
Rise not with haste, but with resolve

Let character, not clicks, evolve.

The end is not the end, you see
But wisdom passed eternally.

..: Dr. Peruka Raju :..
National Poet
7810032847

For millions of Indian students, 
years of academic effort often 
culminate not in recognition 
of sustained learning, but in 

a single high-stakes examination. While 
the education system seeks to cultivate 
knowledge and intellectual development 
over several years, public recruitment of-
ten rests on performance in a time-bound 
test. This growing divergence has raised 
important questions about how merit is 
defined and rewarded in India.

The Reality of Competitive 
Examinations:
Competitive examinations are found-

ed on the principles of standardisation 
and uniformity, both of which are es-
sential in a country as vast and diverse 
as India. Their emphasis on objectivity 
and comparability has helped preserve 
transparency and institutional credibili-
ty in public recruitment. In a system that 
must evaluate millions of applicants, 
a common assessment framework re-
mains indispensable.

However, the very structure that en-
sures procedural fairness also tends to 
compress the evaluation of a candidate’s 
abilities into a limited set of parameters. 
Merit, which is developed over years of 
learning and academic engagement, is 
often judged through performance in a 
single examination conducted over a few 
hours.

Consequently, students with consist-
ently strong academic records do not al-
ways enjoy a corresponding advantage in 
recruitment outcomes. Conversely, can-
didates who undergo intensive examina-
tion-specific preparation over relatively 
short periods may perform better within 
the constraints of the test. This has con-
tributed to a growing perception that ac-
ademic learning and competitive success 
often operate in parallel rather than in 
convergence.

A Growing Disconnect Between 
Education and Selection:
A deeper concern lies in the widening 

gap between what educational institutions 
teach and what recruitment examinations 
eventually assess. Students spend years 
pursuing prescribed curricula, completing 
degrees and acquiring academic qualifica-
tions. Yet many competitive examinations 
demand a distinct mode of preparation 
that often bears limited resemblance to 
classroom learning.

As a result, formal education increas-
ingly serves as a qualifying requirement 
rather than as the primary foundation 
upon which recruitment is based. The 
mismatch between academic learning and 
examination patterns has contributed to 
the emergence of two separate systems — 
one centred on education and the other on 
specialised test preparation.

Such a situation inevitably raises 
broader questions regarding the purpose 
of higher education itself. If years of aca-
demic achievement carry limited weight in 
shaping future opportunities, the incen-
tive for sustained and meaningful learning 
may gradually weaken.

The Rise of Coaching Ecosystems:
The rapid expansion of coaching insti-

tutions has further reinforced this separa-
tion. These institutions undoubtedly play 
an important role in helping candidates 
navigate complex syllabi and examination 
procedures. Their success, however, also 
reflects the extent to which competitive ex-
aminations have evolved into specialised 
exercises requiring strategies that extend 
beyond formal education.

The growing influence of coaching eco-
systems has raised concerns that access 
to specialised preparation and familiarity 
with examination patterns may increas-
ingly shape outcomes. While coaching 
itself cannot be viewed as the source of 
the problem, its growing prominence 
highlights the limitations of the existing 

relationship between education and re-
cruitment.

At the same time, the practical con-
straints confronting recruitment agen-
cies cannot be ignored. Ensuring trans-
parency, equality of opportunity and 
administrative efficiency in a country of 
India’s scale necessitates standardised 
mechanisms of assessment. The chal-
lenge, therefore, is not to question the 
legitimacy of competitive examinations, 
but to examine whether their design ad-
equately captures the broader range of 
competencies developed through formal 
education.

Towards Greater Alignment:
One possible area for reform lies in ex-

ploring ways through which sustained 
academic performance can complement 
existing assessment frameworks. Without 
compromising the principles of standard-
ised testing, long-term academic achieve-
ment could serve as a contextual indicator 
of consistency, discipline and learning 
ability. Such an approach would not re-
place competitive examinations, but rath-
er seek to supplement them in a manner 
that better reflects educational continuity.

Equally important is the need to re-
consider the nature of assessment itself. 
A greater emphasis on conceptual under-
standing, analytical reasoning and prob-
lem-solving abilities, instead of narrowly 
defined memorisation-based preparation, 
could help bridge the gap between class-
rooms and competitive examinations. 
Such an approach would also resonate 
with the broader objectives of the National 
Education Policy 2020, which advocates 
competency-based and holistic learning.

International experience offers use-
ful lessons. Many advanced education 
systems employ a combination of stand-
ardised assessments and indicators of 
sustained academic performance. While 
such models cannot be transplanted me-
chanically into the Indian context, they 

demonstrate that standardisation and ed-
ucational continuity need not be mutually 
exclusive.

Beyond Examinations:
Ultimately, the debate extends beyond 

recruitment procedures and touches upon 
the broader philosophy underlying public 
selection systems. Competitive exami-
nations have undoubtedly contributed to 
fairness and equal opportunity, and their 
relevance remains unquestionable.

However, fairness in public recruitment 
must balance the need for equal opportu-
nity with the need to recognise sustained 
learning and intellectual development. 
The objective is not to weaken the princi-
ples of transparency and merit that com-
petitive examinations embody, but to en-
sure that they remain better aligned with 
the broader goals of education.

If education is expected to nurture 
knowledge, discipline and intellectual 
growth over many years, recruitment 
systems must ensure that these qualities 
are not rendered secondary to short-term 
test performance. A closer relationship 
between learning and selection would 
strengthen not only the credibility of pub-
lic recruitment, but also the very purpose 
of higher education itself.

The challenge before India is not one 
of disruption, but of thoughtful reform — 
ensuring that the institutions of education 
and employment evolve not in isolation, 
but in harmony with one another.

“ 
When formal education becomes a mere qualifying filter rather than the foundation of 
merit, the purpose of learning itself is redefined. There is an urgent need to align our 
classrooms with competitive selection. “
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Remittances for Rural 
Resilience, Entrepreneurship 

and Employment

Family remittances are 
money transfers made 

by people living abroad to 
family members in their 
home country. These trans-
fers have an enormous im-
pact in developing countries 
as one of the largest finan-
cial inflows, competing only 
with inter aid. The remit-
tances of migrants to their 
motherland homes are more 
than just financial transac-
tions - they are a lifeline for 
millions of families, a cat-
alyst for economic empow-
erment, and a key driver of 
sustainable development. 
The maximum remittances 
goes to Mexico, China, In-
dia, Philippines, Vietnam 
like countries. 

One Billion  
Migrants - 500 billion 

Remittances:
       According to the WHO, 

there are around 1 billion 
migrants throughout the 
world, 258 million are in-
ternational migrants. Addi-
tionally, there are over 760 
million internal migrants. 
About 200 million people 
migrate to improve the lives 
of their families back home. 
These migrants help 800 
million family members. 
Migrants send remittances 
for the bright future of their 
children. Through this mon-
ey the migrants send, they 
are supporting livelihoods, 
education, food, health, 
housing, strengthen econo-
mies and contribute directly 
to the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals(SDGs). The 
theme of the International 
Day of Family Remittanc-
es-2026 is “Remittances for 

Rural Resilience, Entrepre-
neurship and Employment” 
highlights the transform-
ative impact of remittance 
flow in rural areas, where 
poverty, climate vulnerabili-
ty and limited economic op-
portunities often intersect. 

Advantages/ Positive 
Effects of Family  

Remittances:
The International Day 

of Family Remittances ob-
served by UN on 16 June 
annually recognises the 
contributions of migrant 
workers and highlights the 
vital role that remittances 
play in improving the live-
lihoods of millions world-
wide. This year campaign 
calls for greater awareness 
of remittances as vital in-
struments in narrowing the 
financial gap for sustainable 
development. The reasons 
remittances matter most 
are they impact one in eight 
people worldwide, they are 
resilient, small but power-
ful, they improve standard 
of life, they show long-term 
growth, they are rural life-
line, reduce poverty, boost 
opportunities, they drive 
SDGs, that go online, cata-
lyse financial inclusion, they 
drive climate adaptation, 
and they are most effective 
with partnerships. 

Over the past decade, mi-
grants have sent 5 trillion 
(500 billion) U.S. dollars 
in remittances to low- and 
middle-income countries, 
mostly to rural areas. By 
2030, an estimated addi-
tional 4.4 trillion dollar re-
mittances will flow to devel-
oping nations.

(On the occasion of “International Day of 
Family Remittances” on 16 June)

Ajmer–Rishikesh Weekly 
Summer Special Train to 

Run Till July 15
JAIPUR, JUNE 15:

To cater to the increased 
travel demand during 

the summer vacation season, 
North Western Railway has 
announced the operation of 
a weekly special train service 
between Ajmer and Yognagari 
Rishikesh. According to Chief 
Public Relations Officer Amit 
Sudarshan, Train No. 09611 
Ajmer–Yognagari Rishikesh 
Weekly Special will operate 
from June 17 to July 15, 2026, 
completing five trips. The 
train will depart Ajmer every 
Wednesday at 7.45 pm, reach 
Jaipur at 9.50 pm, leave Jaipur 
at 10 pm, and arrive at Yogna-
gari Rishikesh at 12.50 pm on 
Thursday. In the return direc-
tion, Train No. 09612 Yogna-

gari Rishikesh–Ajmer Weekly 
Special will run from June 18 
to July 16, 2026, for five trips. 
The train will depart Yogna-
gari Rishikesh every Thursday 
at 5.55 pm, arrive at Jaipur at 
6.35 am on Friday, depart at 
6.45 am, and reach Ajmer at 
9.55 am. En route, the special 
train will halt at Kishangarh, 
Phulera, Jaipur, Gandhinagar 
Jaipur, Dausa, Bandikui, Ra-
jgarh, Alwar, Khairthal, Re-
wari, Gurugram, Delhi Cantt, 
Delhi, Shamli, Rampur Mani-
haran, Tapri, Roorkee and Ha-
ridwar stations. The train will 
comprise 18 coaches, including 
two Second AC coaches, five 
Third AC coaches, seven Sleep-
er Class coaches, two General 
Class coaches and two guard-
cum-luggage vans.

Maa Janaki Sena's mega campaign to get 
government recognition for Maa Janaki Prakatotsav

DR.BHUPENDRA VIKAL

Shivpuri : With the de-
termination to get the Maa 
Janaki Prakatotsav officially 
declared by the government, 
the International Janaki Sena 
organization has sounded 
the trumpet of a comprehen-
sive and phased nationwide 
movement, whose language 
style shows an unprecedent-
ed confluence of unwaver-
ing faith, determination and 
democratic decorum. As part 
of the beginning of this mas-
sive campaign, ten thousand 
demand memorandums are 
being sent by Janaki soldiers 
to Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Mohan Yadav, par-
allel to which detailed press 
conferences are also being 
organized by reaching out to 
the media world to reach out 
to the people. In the same 
sequence, a large-scale press 
conference was organized by 
the International Janaki Sena 
organization at Nakshatra 
Garden. Sanjay Azad, media 
head of the organization, said 
that the workers of the organ-
ization not only reached out 

to the entire Hindu society 
and made them aware of the 
topics, duties and responsibil-
ities of this holy campaignNot 
only has it taken up the initi-
ative, it has also established 
contact with various social 
organizations and started 
seeking active cooperation 
through correspondence. In 
this sacred ideological jour-
ney of the movement, bless-
ings are being received by 
reaching the holy company of 
saints, while by establishing 
dialogue among the energet-
ic youth of the country, their 
valuable thoughts and sug-
gestions are being invited to 
give momentum to this great 
campaign. In order to strong-
ly convey their demand to the 

top leadership of the govern-
ment, the representatives of 
the organization are meeting 
the elected representatives of 
the people and seeking their 
cooperation, along with this, 
by continuously organizing 
public meetings in the rural 
areas, this demand is being 
given the form of a huge mass 
movement at the grassroots 
level. With the aim of giving 
a faster pace to the campaign 
by going towards the metro-
politan cities of the country, 
Janaki soldiers of about fifty 
different units will march to-
wards the capital Bhopal in a 
cycle yatra, while all the units 
of the organization present 
across the country will also 
collectively submit demand 

memorandum to the local 
district collectorsThe move-
ment will be strengthened at 
the administrative level.As 
the last and decisive phase 
of the movement, a huge de-
mand march will be taken out 
in the presence of thousands 
of Janaki soldiers in the capi-
tal Bhopal, after which 'blood 
letters' written by fourteen 
thousand Janaki soldiers 
with their own blood will be 
sent directly to the CM House. 
This fourteen-step demand 
movement, prepared on the 
basis of immense devotion 
towards Maa Janaki and the 
historical background of four-
teen years of exile, will culmi-
nate in an unbroken hunger 
strike (fast unto death) in the 
capital Bhopal till the demand 
is fulfilled, which will express 
its determination with the 
slogan of 'Jai Shri Ram' and 
'Jai Janaki Maa' of the or-
ganizationCertifies.National 
expander of the organization 
Mahamandaleshwar Pu-
rushottam Das Ji Maharaj, 
International Patron Shri 
Raghuveer Gaur Guruji, Na-
tional President Vikram Sin-

gh Rawat have unanimously 
appealed to all the Sanatanis 
to become a part of this move-
ment and support the Inter-
national Janaki Sena organi-
zation in the honor of Mother 
Janaki in the first phaseSend 
a demand letter to the Chief 
Minister and ensure your in-
valuable participation in this 
religious service. To be a part 
of the movement, you can con-
tact on numbers 8806610008 
and 9399247072.

Janaki soldiers prepared a comprehensive strategy in fourteen steps
The organization clar-
ified the basic objec-
tive of the movement 
through the sacred 
character of Maa Jana-
ki and the historical 
relations of Chitrakoot

Shivpuri. National 
President of International 
Janaki Sena Organiza-
tion, Vikram Singh Rawat, 
while throwing detailed 
light on the basic objec-
tives of the movement, 
has proudly underlined 
that the origin place of 
this public-welfare organ-
ization is Veer Bhoomi, 
Shivpuri distri

DRDO conducts flight test of long-
range land attack cruise missile

NEW DELHI, JUNE 15 

In a major boost to India’s 
defence capabilities, the 

Defence Research & Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO) 
conducted the successful 
flight-test of the indigenously 
developed Long Range Land 
Attack Cruise Missile (LR-
LACM) on Monday.

The flight test was conduct-
ed from Dr APJ Abdul Kalam 
Island off the coast of Odisha.

“All the test objectives were 
fully met, as per the data 
captured by various track-
ing instruments deployed 
by Integrated Test Range, 
Chandipur,” said the R&D 
wing of the Defence Ministry 
in a statement. The missile 
achieved all mission objec-
tives, validating critical tech-

nologies and demonstrating 
India’s growing long-range 
precision strike capability. 
The launch was witnessed by 
senior officials from DRDO 
and user representatives from 
the Indian Navy & the Indian 
Air Force. Among those who 
monitored the launch activi-

ties were the Defence Secre-
tary & Secretary, Department 
of Defence (R&D), and the 
Chairman, DRDO, Rajesh Ku-
mar Singh. Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh congratulated 
the entire DRDO team and the 
Industry Partners on the suc-
cessful flight test of LRLACM 
and commended the efforts of 
all team members involved. 
Notably, the LRLACM is an 
indigenously developed mis-
sile with all sub-systems de-
veloped by various DRDO 
laboratories and Indian In-
dustry partners. Aeronautical 
Development Establishment, 
Bengaluru, is the Nodal Lab-
oratory. The LRLACM’s suc-
cessful test also advances 
towards the Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat goal and a stronger 
national defence ecosystem. 

Two days ago, the DRDO 
conducted three consecutive 
missile tests demonstrating 
India’s advanced capabilities 
in ballistic missile defence 
(BMD) and anti-ship warfare. 
Defence Minister, congratu-
lating the DRDO for this feat, 
had said that these tests will 
put India in the elite group of 
nations with Ballistic Missile 
Defence Capabilities to en-
gage Ballistic Missiles, includ-
ing Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missiles. He also remarked 
that the systems were de-
signed and developed with the 
latest technologies to address 
emerging missile threats, and 
that anti-ship defence at me-
dium range was demonstrated 
during the maiden flight test 
of the Naval Anti-Ship Mis-
sile-Medium Range.

NFR Ensures Safe  
Delivery of Baby Aboard 

Avadh Assam Express
MALIGAON, 15 JUNE, 2026

Northeast Frontier Railway 
(NFR) once again demon-

strated its commitment towards 
passenger care by ensuring 
timely medical assistance to a 
pregnant passenger, who went 
into labour while travelling 
on board in Train No. 15910 
(Lalgarh-Dibrugarh) AvadhAs-
sam Express on 14th June, 2026. 
The passenger suddenly expe-
rienced labour pain as the train 
approached Rangiya. On re-
ceiving the information, railway 
staff immediately got into action 
and initiated coordinated efforts 
to provide emergency medical 
support without delay. The alert-
ness and prompt response of the 
on-duty train staff enabled the 
Rangiya Control, Commercial 
and Medical Departments to 
mobilize assistance well in ad-
vance. A medical team headed 

by Dr.Sarat Chandra, Divisional 
Medical Officer of Rangiya Divi-
sion, reached Rangiya Railway 
Station before the train’s arrival. 
In the meantime, with the as-
sistance of the coach attendant 
and Mrs.Krishnama Goldsmith 
Bezbaruah, a nurse from Jorhat 
Christian Mission Hospital who 
happened to be travelling on the 
train, the baby was safely deliv-
ered on board. The mother and 
the newborn were immediately 
attended to by the Railway medi-
cal team upon arrival at Rangiya 
station and shifted to Rangiya 
Railway Hospital for further 
care. As the baby was born pre-
maturely, both mother and child 
were subsequently referred 
to Gauhati Medical College & 
Hospital (GMCH), Guwahati, 
through a Railway ambulance 
for specializedtreatment & care. 
Both the baby & mother were re-
ported to be stable. 

SYDA Kahetrigao Wins Third 
Place on Penalties in MPC Club 
HIYANGTHANG, IMPHAL 
WEST – 14 JUNE 2026: 

SYDA Kahetrigao clinched 
the third-place title in the 

2nd 9 Men A-Side Village 
Open Football Tournament, 
2026, after defeating Lamlai 
FC 7-6 in a penalty shoot-
out at Hiyangthang Football 
Ground on Sunday, 14 June 
2026. The third-place playoff 
ended 1-1 at full time, with 
both teams unable to break 
the deadlock in regulation 
time. In the ensuing penalty 
shootout, SYDA Kahetrigao 
beat Lamlai FC to secure the 
win and take home the third-
place title.

The tournament, organ-
ized by Multipurpose Club 
Hiyangthang, kicked off on 
8 May 2026 and featured 24 
football teams from across 
the region. The semi-final 
matches concluded ahead of 
the third-place playoff, set-
ting the stage for the final 
showdown.

The match was attended 
by several dignitaries as pre-
sidium members, including 
Former Minister of Thong-
ju A/C Shri Bijoy Koijam, 

Former MLA of Naoriya Pa-
khanglakpa Shri RK Anand, 
Chairman of the Disciplinary 
Committee for the 2nd MPC 
Trophy Shri Kangjam Biren-
dra Singh, Social Activist 
& Convenor of the Discipli-
nary Committee Dr. Kiran 
Yendrembam, Member of the 
Disciplinary Committee Shri 
Y. Lanchandra Singh, and 
Retd. Range Forest Officer 
Shri S. Khogen Singh.

Speaking on the sidelines, 
the attending dignitaries 
appreciated MPC Club, Hi-
yangthang for organising 
the tournament and pro-
viding a platform for local 
talent. They noted that such 
village-level competitions 
play a key role in promoting 
sports culture and youth en-
gagement in Manipur.

Spectators and football 
lovers who gathered to watch 
the live matches also praised 
the MPC Club Hiyangthang 
Organising Committee for 
conducting the tournament 
smoothly. The committee 
ensured that all 24 teams 
played in a disciplined and 
competitive spirit, following 
the rules and regulations set 
for the event.

The final match of the 
tournament is scheduled for 
Sunday, 21 June 2026, and 
will be played between CFC 
Chajing and DROSA-IN FC, 
Heingang. The organizers 
thanked all participating 
teams, officials, and the 
public for their support and 
said the event has helped 
strengthen grassroots foot-
ball in the area.

Hiyangthang 2nd 9 Men A-Side Village Tournament

NEW DELHI, JUNE 15: 

“In every generation, there 
are emotions like anger, 

frustration, pain, and grief re-
garding certain social issues. De-
pending on social and political 
conditions, these naturally exist 
in varying degrees among youth. 
In youth, extremist thoughts are 
common. Those thoughts should 
be combined with patriotism 
and directed toward solutions. 
Every individual must have the 
feeling of ‘my country, my land’. 
Today’s generation should read, 
learn, research, and analyze 
any issue before forming a firm 
opinion. Only then will positive 
thoughts that benefit the coun-
try emerge. Generation Z should 
stay away from fashionable 
names and confusing ideas that 
cloud the mind,” said Jana Sena 
Party President and Andhra 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister 
Shri Pawan Kalyan. He added 
that every generation should 
think in a way that protects 
national integrity, unity, sover-
eignty, and character. He was 
speaking at the conclusion of the 
“Sena Prasthanam for National 
Unity” meeting held in Delhi on 
Monday.

He further said:
“The 72-hour massacre car-

ried out by terrorists in Mumbai, 
India’s commercial capital, is 
something all Indians remem-
ber. I was deeply disturbed by it. 
When I went to immerse my fa-
ther’s ashes in the Ganga at Vara-
nasi, I prayed fervently to Lord 
Kashi Vishwanath to give India 
strong leadership that would 
eliminate terrorism and guide 
the country forward. Shri Naren-
dra Damodardas Modi is a leader 
who leads the country with unity 
and selflessness. One of India’s 
strengths is that whenever it 
faces difficult times, it produces 
strong leaders. That is the capa-
bility of this nation. I strongly 
support Shri Modi because of his 
commitment to the nation. He 
has transformed the direction of 
the country and placed it among 
the highest in the world. Jana 
Sena Party extends full support 
to his leadership. I sincerely con-
gratulate Shri Modi for becoming 
one of the longest-serving Prime 
Ministers of India elected demo-
cratically.”
“Do we see regionalism in 

soldiers?”
India is safe because of the 

soldiers guarding its borders. 

Even in freezing places like Si-
achen, their service is extraordi-
nary. They never think in terms 
of “our region”; they think only 
of “my country.” But in the re-
gions where their families live, 
regionalism affects them. How 
is that justified? When I speak 
of “nationalism without ignor-
ing regionalism,” I mean that 
our first priority should be the 
nation, then the region. It is not 
right to associate those serving 
the country with regional divi-
sions. A national party is not de-
fined by how many states it wins 
or how many votes it gets, but 
by how much it works to unite 
the country and uphold consti-
tutional values. A true national 
party is one that works for na-
tional integration. 
“One ideology for the state, 
another for the country is 

wrong”
A party that travels across 

the country through the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra does not permit me 
to visit Telangana. Permission 
is denied even to pay tribute to 
the 1,200 youths who sacrificed 
their lives for Telangana. Con-
gress engaging in one ideology 
at the national level and anoth-
er in ruling states goes against 

the spirit of the Constitution. 
Congress must stop hypocriti-
cal politics. I respect the strug-
gles of Telangana youth. Even 
though I was born in Andhra 
Pradesh, I deeply respect their 
sacrifices. Some leaders in Tel-
angana came to power after 
sacrificing youth. I do not seek 
any positions in Telangana, but 
Janasena will work sincerely 
for the aspirations of Telangana 
youth. Janasena is a party with 
a strong ideological foundation. 
If I believe in an ideology, I am 
ready to sacrifice everything for 
it. Struggle is the essence of the 
party.
“Be careful, they will cre-

ate confusion”
Political strategies must 

change according to social 
changes. Gen Z has a strong 
mindset and thinks about the 
country. Youth is the founda-
tion of the nation and guides 
the future. However, they must 
be careful about misleading in-
fluences on social media. Even 
if you have clarity, social media 
can influence the mind. Do not 
blindly trust anything that ap-
pears fashionable or attractive. 
Study deeply, research, read, 
and then form a stable opinion.

Learn about great figures like 
Bhagat Singh, Subhas Chandra 
Bose, and Chandrasekhar Azad. 
Read books. Act with responsi-
bility toward society, the nation, 
and its unity in diversity. Your 
thoughts should be logical and 
rooted in love for the country.
“What does region matter 

to an Indian?”
There is no country greater 

than India. It unites diverse cul-
tures, traditions, languages, and 
people. The idea of unity in di-
versity is unmatched. Varghese 
Kurien brought the White Revo-
lution and made Gujarat a mod-
el. E. Sreedharan, born in Ker-
ala, designed the remarkable 
Delhi Metro. Mokshagundam 
Visvesvaraya, from Karnataka, 
contributed to flood control in 
Hyderabad’s Musi River. If India 
is your home, then every room 
in the house belongs to you, 
regardless of which state you 
are in. For an Indian, the state 
should not matter; the country 
must come first. Unfortunately, 
this spirit has been declining for 
decades, and that is dangerous. 
We are all one nation. We all be-
long to India. Every individual 
must develop a sense of “we are 
Indian, we are one.”

“There are forces that  
can confuse Generation Z”

	 Be cautious of fashion-
able names and fancy 
ideologies

	 Read… learn… exam-
ine… analyze… then 
make a decision

	 National welfare, pros-
perity, security, and fu-
ture are most important

	 Congress should stop 
hypocritical politics

Three Injured 
in Kangpokpi 

Firing, Protests 
Erupt
IMPHAL/

CHURACHANDPUR: 
(JUN 15) 

At least three persons were 
injured in an exchange of 

fire between two groups of 
tribals in Manipur’s Kang-
pokpi district on Monday, 
officials said. Demonstra-
tions were later held on the 
complex of the Regional In-
stitute of Medical Sciences 
(RIMS) in Imphal, where the 
injured have been brought, 
with the protestors alleging 
that the three were militants, 
prompting security forces to 
use batons and tear gas shells 
to disperse the mob. One of 
the three youths was stated 
to be a footballer who played 
for Mohun Bagan.

Maximum 
temperatures 

hover near 
normal in 

Haryana, Punjab
CHANDIGARH:  Maxi-
mum temperatures in Har-
yana and Punjab hovered 
near normal on Monday, 
while rain lashed parts of 
Haryana during the day. 
According to the MeT, Am-
bala recorded a maximum 
of 38.2 degrees Celsius 
while Hisar recorded 36.9 
degrees Celsius. Guru-
gram, which received some 
rainfall accompanied by 
strong winds during the 
afternoon, recorded a max-
imum temperature of 36.2 
degrees Celsius.
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Trump shifts focus to Ukraine after Iran deal
EVIAN

U.S. President Donald Trump 
said Monday that his admin-
istration would turn its atten-
tion to the Russia-Ukraine war 
following what he described 
as a breakthrough agreement 
with Iran, expressing opti-
mism that Moscow and Kyiv 
may be open to negotiations.

Speaking alongside French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron at a bilateral meeting on 
the sidelines of the G7 Sum-
mit, Trump said he had held 
separate conversations with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and saw a potential opening 
for diplomacy. "I had two very 
good conversations yester-
day," Trump said. "Now that 
this is finished, we're going to 
be focusing on that, see if we 
can get that one done."

Referring to the war in 
Ukraine, Trump added: "I 
think they're both open to it."

The U.S. President said the 
human cost of the conflict re-

mained a major concern.
"25,000 people a month are 

dying, mostly soldiers, and 
that shouldn't happen," he 
said. Macron, who hosted the 
meeting, said Ukraine would 
be a key topic at the G7 gath-
ering and confirmed that Zel-
enskyy would join discussions 
with world leaders.

"We will have the occasion 

to discuss the war in Ukraine 
in order to engage together 
and negotiate a good and solid 
peace and sustainable peace, 
and President Zelensky will 
be with us as well tomorrow," 
Macron said.

The comments came as 
leaders from the Group of 
Seven industrialised nations 
gathered in Evian for talks 

focused on security, trade, en-
ergy and geopolitical stability.

While much of the discus-
sion between Trump and Ma-
cron centred on a newly signed 
agreement with Iran, both 
leaders indicated that atten-
tion would increasingly shift 
to Europe's largest conflict 
since World War II. Macron 
praised the Iran agreement as 

"a very important agreement, 
a peace deal with Iran" and 
said it was an important step 
for global stability.

Trump argued that the 
agreement had already be-
gun easing tensions in the 
Middle East and reopening 
maritime traffic through the 
Strait of Hormuz. "The deal 
is all signed, and the Strait 
is already partially opened," 
Trump said. "Ships are start-
ing to go out now. On Friday, 
it'll be completely opened."

The President said the Iran 
agreement would allow his ad-
ministration to devote greater 
diplomatic energy to other in-
ternational crises.

"We had a very good con-
versation yesterday with Pres-
ident Zelensky and President 
Putin, and I see maybe we can 
do something there, I really 
do," Trump said.

Macron also said G7 leaders 
would discuss critical miner-
als, trade and other strategic 
issues during the summit, 
seeking greater coordination 
among member nations.

Slovakia conferred its highest honour on PM Modi
BRATISLAVA

Slovakia on Monday conferred 
its highest honour, the Order 
of the White Double Cross (1st 
Class), on Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi during his state visit 
to the Central European nation. 
This is the 33rd global honour 
bestowed by a country upon PM 
Modi.

“Honoured to receive the Or-
der of the White Double Cross 
(1st Class) in Bratislava this eve-
ning. My gratitude to the people 
and Government of Slovakia for 
this honour, which belongs to the 
140 crore people of India. I ded-
icate this award to the enduring 
friendship between India and 
Slovakia,” PM Modi wrote on X.

PM Modi and Slovak Presi-
dent Peter Pellegrini appreciated 
the creative interpretation of Va-
ranasi, PM Modi’s parliamentary 
constituency, by Slovak artists at 
a painting exhibition held in the 
Presidential Palace of Slovakia. 

“At the Presidential Palace, PM 
Narendra Modi and President 
Peter Pellegrini walked through 
a painting exhibition by Slovak 
artists in the Presidential Pal-
ace,” the Ministry of External Af-

fairs (MEA) wrote on X, sharing 
a few glimpses of the exhibition.

The MEA noted that the ex-
hibition was dedicated to the 
theme “Varanasi City” and fea-
tured artworks that beautifully 

captured the spiritual, cultural, 
and everyday life of one of India’s 
oldest living cities.

The artworks also included 
paintings by Slovak artists who 
visited Varanasi recently and 

were inspired by its unique am-
bience and traditions.

Both leaders appreciated Va-
ranasi's creative interpretation 
and cultural vibrancy, noting 
that art continues to serve as a 
powerful bridge between India 
and Slovakia. Ahead of the In-
ternational Day of Yoga on June 
21, a Yoga camp was organised at 
the Presidential Palace of Slova-
kia on Monday. Slovakian youth 
practised Yoga in the presence 
of PM Modi and President Pel-
legrini, as both leaders met at the 
palace.

“PM Narendra Modi, along 
with President Peter Pellegrini, 
observed a special Yoga demon-
stration performed by Slovak 
schoolchildren. Both leaders 
noted the expanding cultural 
engagement between India and 
Slovakia as well as the univer-
sal appeal of Yoga as a means of 
promoting physical well‑being, 
mental harmony and healthy liv-
ing,” the MEA stated.

Hormuz to fully reopen 
by Friday: Trump

EVIAN

U.S. President Donald Trump 
and French President Emman-
uel Macron on Monday hailed 
a newly signed agreement with 
Iran as a major step towards 
easing tensions in the Middle 
East, reopening the Strait of 
Hormuz and preventing Teh-
ran from acquiring a nuclear 
weapon. Meeting on the side-
lines of the G7 Summit in the 
French resort town of Evian, 
the two leaders said the agree-
ment could help stabilise glob-
al energy markets and build 
momentum to address other 
regional conflicts.

"I think yesterday was a 
very important agreement, a 
peace deal with Iran," Macron 
said at the start of the bilateral 
meeting. "It will fix the nuclear 
issue first, it will fix the nuclear 
issue, and it's a very important 
matter for peace, for the whole 
world." Macron described the 
agreement as an important 
development for regional sta-
bility and said it could also 
contribute to peace efforts in 
Lebanon.

"It will provide peace in 
Lebanon, and so we are ready 
to take our fair share of the 
burden and be part of the com-
mitment of the international 
community in order to support 
this deal," he said. Trump said 
the agreement was already 
producing results, with com-
mercial shipping beginning to 
move again through the Strait 
of Hormuz, one of the world's 
most critical oil transit routes.

"The deal is all signed, and 
the Strait is already partially 
opened," Trump said. "Ships 
are starting to go out now. 
On Friday, it'll be complete-
ly opened." The President 
said the agreement had been 
reached with what he de-
scribed as a new leadership 
group in Iran. "We found the 
third set to be very smart, 
strong, but we ended up mak-
ing a deal," Trump said.

He reiterated that the cen-
tral objective of the agreement 
was to prevent Iran from ob-
taining a nuclear weapon. "The 
main thing is that Iran will not 
have a nuclear weapon. They 
fully agreed to that with strong 
policing powers, and they 
won't have a nuclear weapon," 
Trump said.

Trump also argued that eas-
ing tensions in the Gulf was al-
ready affecting global markets. 
"I think a lot of great things are 
going to happen in the Middle 
East right now, and very im-
portantly, the oil is plummet-
ing down and the stock market 
is shooting up like a rocket 
today," he said. Asked when 
details of the agreement would 
be released, Trump said the 
memorandum of understand-
ing would become public 
soon. "I want it to be released 
because it's a very powerful 
document," he said. "Proba-
bly pretty soon, I would say, 
sometime after Friday." Trump 
indicated that Vice President 
JD Vance would represent the 
administration at the formal 
signing ceremony.

Hormuz Reopens, Nuclear Talks Begin
US-Iran Talks  
Enter New Phase

TEHRAN

The US and Iran have 
reached a preliminary 
peace framework to halt 

months of conflict, reopen the 
Strait of Hormuz and begin 
a 60-day negotiation process 
on Tehran’s nuclear program, 
sanctions relief and the future 
of its enriched uranium stock-
pile.

The agreement, expected 
to be formally signed in Swit-
zerland on 19 June, marks the 
most serious diplomatic break-
through since the war began on 
28 February. But it is not yet a 
final nuclear deal. Instead, the 
ceasefire and de-escalation 
framework is designed to stop 
the fighting first and move the 
hardest issues into a short ne-
gotiation window.

US President Donald Trump 
declared the deal complete in a 
post on Truth Social, writing: 
“Ships of the World, start your 
engines.” Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif, whose 
government helped mediate 
the talks along with Qatar, said 
on X that a US-Iran peace deal 
“has been REACHED.”

He said both sides had 
agreed to the “immediate and 
permanent termination of mil-
itary operations on all fronts, 
including in Lebanon.”

The statement was signifi-
cant because Lebanon had be-
come one of the biggest risks 
to the deal. Israeli strikes on 
Hezbollah targets in Beirut and 
southern Lebanon had threat-
ened to derail the agreement 
hours before the announce-
ment. Iran had insisted that 
any ceasefire must cover mil-
itary action across the wider 
regional front, not only direct 
US-Iran hostilities.

Iran’s Supreme National Se-
curity Council said “the war 
and military operations on all 
fronts, including Lebanon, will 
end immediately and perma-

nently beginning tonight,” ac-
cording to Axios.

The council also said nego-
tiations on a final agreement 
would begin only after the oth-
er side implemented its com-
mitments under the memoran-
dum of understanding. That 
sequencing points to the cen-
tral fragility of the deal: Wash-
ington wants nuclear conces-
sions and monitoring; Tehran 
wants sanctions relief, access 
to frozen funds and proof that 
the blockade and military pres-
sure have ended.

The framework is expected 
to include three immediate el-
ements. First, a halt to US-Iran 
hostilities. Second, the reopen-
ing of the Strait of Hormuz, the 
narrow Gulf waterway through 
which about a fifth of the 
world’s oil and liquefied natu-
ral gas moved before the war. 
Third, talks over Iran’s nuclear 
programme during a 60-day 
window. The US is expected to 
lift its naval blockade of Iran 
once the deal is signed, while 
Iran is expected to reopen the 
strait under arrangements still 
being worked out. Trump said 
the strait would reopen only 
“upon the signing of the Deal 
on Friday, for purposes of mine 
removal.”

The market reaction was im-
mediate. Oil prices fell sharply 

on expectations that the agree-
ment could ease one of the 
biggest energy supply shocks 
in recent years. Brent crude 
dropped about 4% to 5%, while 
equity markets in Europe and 
Asia rallied as investors priced 
in lower geopolitical risk.

The shipping industry, how-
ever, remains cautious. Reu-
ters reported that only limited 
traffic had resumed through 
the Strait of Hormuz, with In-
dia-bound LNG tanker Disha 
among the first visible vessels 
to move through the waterway 
after the announcement.

Tankers stuck in limbo
More than 100 tankers remain 
stuck in the Gulf area, accord-
ing to ship-tracking data cited 
by Reuters. Shippers are wait-
ing for details on mine clear-
ance, navigation guarantees 
and the practical conditions 
under which commercial ves-
sels can safely resume transit.

“The market is clearly pric-
ing in a return to business as 
usual,” analysts at Sentosa Ship 
Brokers said in a note cited by 
Reuters. But they warned that 
shipowners and charterers 
would remain cautious un-
til vessels were “consistently 
moving freely through Hormuz 
once again.” That caution mat-
ters because the strait is the 

economic centre of the deal. 
Even if the ceasefire holds po-
litically, oil and gas flows will 
not return to normal unless in-
surers, shipowners, charterers 
and energy buyers believe the 
waterway is safe.

For India, the deal reduces 
an immediate external risk. In-
dia depends heavily on import-
ed crude and liquefied natural 
gas, and any prolonged disrup-
tion in the Gulf would have hit 
the current account, inflation, 
the rupee and fuel-sensitive 
sectors. A durable reopening of 
Hormuz would ease pressure 
on import costs, though the ef-
fect will depend on how quickly 
shipping normalizes.

The agreement also reshapes 
the nuclear track. The 60-day 
window is expected to cover 
Iran’s enrichment activities, 
the future of its highly enriched 
uranium stockpile, sanctions 
relief and the possible release 
of frozen Iranian assets. These 
are the same issues that have 
repeatedly stalled earlier ef-
forts to revive or replace the 
2015 nuclear agreement.

Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Kazem Gharibabadi 
said the memorandum text had 
been finalized after last-min-
ute changes sought by Teh-
ran. He said Iranian pressure 
helped move the talks forward.

“Our armed forces were 
ready to deliver a decisive re-
sponse,” Gharibabadi said, 
according to Mehr News Agen-
cy. He also said “military pow-
er and the threats we made 
helped finalize the text.”

Different strokes
That framing shows Tehran 
is presenting the deal not as 
a concession but as a product 
of deterrence. Trump, by con-
trast, is presenting it as a diplo-
matic victory and a reopening 
of global trade routes. Sharif 
is presenting it as a mediation 
success for Pakistan.

The social media battle 
began almost immediately. 
Trump’s Truth Social post cast 
the agreement in triumphal-
ist terms, saying the deal was 
complete and authorizing the 
“toll free opening” of Hormuz. 
Sharif’s X post emphasized 
the regional scope of the halt 
in fighting, especially Leba-
non. Iranian state-linked and 
official accounts stressed that 
implementation would depend 
on the US side fulfilling its 
obligations. That difference in 
tone is important. Washington 
is selling the deal as a peace 
breakthrough. Tehran is sell-
ing it as a ceasefire won under 
pressure. Pakistan is selling it 
as mediation. Israel, which was 

not the central party to the US-
Iran framework, remains the 
chief source of uncertainty.

Israeli officials have resisted 
any demand to withdraw from 
positions in Lebanon, Syria and 
Gaza. Israeli strikes in Lebanon 
just before the deal announce-
ment showed how quickly events 
outside the direct US-Iran chan-
nel could threaten the frame-
work. The agreement therefore 
has two tests, analysts said. The 
first is operational: whether the 
ceasefire holds and the Strait 
of Hormuz reopens safely. The 
second is political: whether the 
US and Iran can use the 60-day 
pause to reach a more durable 
settlement on the nuclear issue.

‘Coercive’ diplomacy
Neither side has released the 
full memorandum text. That 
leaves room for competing 
claims over what has actually 
been agreed, when each com-
mitment begins and what hap-
pens if one side accuses the oth-
er of breaching the framework. 
The deal also faces domestic 
risks. Trump’s allies are likely 
to describe the agreement as 
proof of coercive diplomacy, 
while critics will demand clar-
ity on whether Iran has made 
binding nuclear commitments. 
In Tehran, officials will need to 
show that sanctions relief and 
access to frozen funds are real, 
not deferred promises.

The unresolved questions 
are large. It remains unclear 
how Iran’s uranium stockpile 
would be reduced or moni-
tored, whether enrichment 
would be frozen or limited, 
how quickly sanctions relief 
would begin, and what role the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency would play. It is also 
unclear whether Israel will ob-
serve the wider regional calm 
the deal requires. 

For now, the agreement has 
changed the direction of the 
crisis. It has lowered oil prices, 
given shippers a possible route 
back through Hormuz and 
opened a short diplomatic win-
dow after months of war.

China attempting to reassert 
relationship with North Korea: Report

TAIPEI

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 
latest trip to North Korea is an 
attempt to reassert Beijing as 
Pyongyang’s “most consequen-
tial partner”, a report has de-
tailed. According to a report in 
the Taipei Times, North Korea’s 
increasing alignment with Rus-
sia helped sustain Pyongyang’s 
economy through sanctions 
pressure, and it steadily reduced 
Beijing’s leverage over North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un.

“The summit is not simply a 
bilateral meeting between two 
neighbours; it is a signal to a 
wider audience about who is or-
ganising political alignment in 
Asia,” the report noted.

The position of China as 
North Korea’s indispensable 
patron is being contested as 
Kim leveraged his partnership 
with Russia to secure economic 
relief and political recognition 

without needing the Chinese 
approval.

Xi arrived in North Korea, 
saying “We must oppose hege-
mony, authoritarianism and all 
attempts and conspiracies to 
revive militarism that endanger 
regional security and stability,” 
an editorial published in the 
Rodong Sinmun ahead of the 
Chinese leader's arrival earlier 
this month, mentioned. Accord-
ing to the report, the statement 
targets Japan’s expanding de-

fence posture on the surface, but 
the framing also encompasses 
US alliance architecture in East 
Asia, which is increasingly pre-
sented as a unified threat by 
Beijing, linking Tokyo, Seoul, 
Washington and Taipei in a sin-
gle strategic picture. A new ura-
nium enrichment facility was 
revealed by North Korea days 
before the summit, with Kim 
announcing plans to increase 
the country's nuclear forces “at 
an exponential rate.”

South Korea's President says ember of hope for 
dialogue, cooperation with North Korea still exists

ROME

South Korea's President Lee Jae 
Myung said on Sunday that he 
believes the "ember of hope" for 
reviving dialogue and coopera-
tion with North Korea still exists, 
reaffirming his commitment to 
making the utmost efforts to es-
tablish peace with Pyongyang.

President Lee made the re-
marks in his speech during a 
special Mass at the Basilica of 
Saint Paul Outside the Walls in 
Rome, celebrated by South Ko-
rea-born Cardinal Lazzaro You 
Heung-sik under the theme of 
peace and solidarity, Yonhap 
news agency reported.

Lee is visiting Italy as part of 
his broader European trip, his 
first since taking office in June 
last year.

Lee referred to the inter-Ko-
rean joint statement adopted 
June 15, 2000, calling it a "his-
toric turning point" that, he said, 
signalled the possibility of over-
coming inter-Korean tensions 
and opening up dialogue and co-
operation. The President noted 

the first inter-Korean joint state-
ment had led to reunions of fam-
ilies separated by the 1950-53 
Korean War, as well as human-
itarian cooperation and other 
exchanges, opening the door to 
new hopes for building peace on 
the Korean Peninsula. "I firmly 
believe the ember of that hope is 
still alive," Lee said.

The President reiterated his 
administration's efforts to ease 
tensions, including the suspen-
sion of propaganda loudspeaker 
campaigns toward Pyongyang. 
"Additionally, we have also made 
it clear that we will not seek uni-
fication by absorption or unilat-
eral (ideological) competition," 
Lee said.

"(We) will continue efforts to 
prevent accidental conflicts be-

tween the South and the North 
and to restore military trust," 
he added. "(We) plan to do ev-
erything we can to overcome 
the ceasefire and build a peace 
system."

Lee cited escalating interna-
tional crises, including the pro-
longed Russia-Ukraine war and 
the conflict in the Middle East, 
while noting the Korean Penin-
sula, too, has slid back to an era 
of rupture and severed dialogue. 
"Distrust and tensions remain 
as ever," he said. "However, 
South Korea has a track record 
of keeping its faith in peace and 
democracy through vicissitudes 
and hardship," he added, under-
scoring the country's capacity to 
overcome inter-Korean tensions.

Since taking office in June, the 
Lee administration has made 
consistent overtures to seek 
peace and dialogue with North 
Korea, although Pyongyang has 
remained unresponsive.

North Korea apparently re-
mains firm in its pledge not to 
give up its nuclear weapons and 
missile programmes.
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Drogo Aerospace Delivers First Batch 
of 41 JK 250e Drones to Indian Army

HYDERABAD, JUNE 15: 

Drogo Aerospace Pvt. 
Ltd., formerly known as 

Drogo Drones Pvt. Ltd., has 
delivered the first batch of 41 
JK 250e drones to the Indian 
Army under a ₹72-crore con-
tract, marking a significant 
milestone for the Hydera-
bad-based defence technology 
company and India's indige-
nous defence manufacturing 
sector. The first batch was 
received by officials of the Ar-
my’s Southern Command in 
Nasik, Maharashtra. while the 
company aims to complete the 
balance deliveries under the 
order by August 2026. The JK 
250e drones, developed and 
built by Drogo Aerospace, can 
fly for up to three hours on a 
single charge and are intend-
ed for surveillance, recon-
naissance, and other critical 
military missions. The project 
also supports the Government 
of India’s Make in India and 
Atmanirbhar Bharat initia-
tives to strengthen self-reli-
ance in defence production.

As part of its strategic 

transformation, the company 
has rebranded from Drogo 
Drones to Drogo Aerospace, 
reflecting its evolution from 
a drone manufacturer into a 
broader aerospace technol-
ogy ecosystem focused on 
defence, aviation, unmanned 
systems, satellites and fu-
ture aerospace solutions. 
Headquartered in Madhapur, 
Hyderabad, the company 
is expanding its focus on 
next-generation unmanned 
aerial systems, defence tech-

nologies and advanced sur-
veillance platforms.

Founder and CEO Ye-
shwanth Bonthu said the suc-
cessful delivery to the Indian 
Army validates the compa-
ny’s technological expertise, 
manufacturing capabilities 
and commitment to national 
security. He added that Drogo 
Aerospace is actively develop-
ing indigenous loitering muni-
tions, long-endurance UAVs, 
AI-powered aerial intelligence 
platforms, advanced surveil-

lance and reconnaissance sys-
tems, and other future-ready 
aerospace products.

The company recently 
showcased its defence tech-
nologies at a defence indus-
try exhibition held in Put-
taparthi, Andhra Pradesh, 
where Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh and Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu reviewed 
the products and appreciated 
the company’s contribution to 
strengthening India’s defence 

capabilities through indige-
nous innovation.

Looking ahead, Drogo Aer-
ospace is establishing a state-
of-the-art drone manufactur-
ing facility at Maheshwaram 
in Telangana’s Ranga Reddy 
district. The Telangana gov-
ernment has allotted approx-
imately 4.5 acres of land to the 
company in the Electronics 
Manufacturing Cluster for 
the project. The upcoming fa-
cility, spread across 100,000 
sq. ft., is expected to create 
around 500 additional jobs. 
The company currently em-
ploys about 300 people and 
plans further expansion as it 
strengthens its position in In-
dia’s rapidly growing defence 
and aerospace sector.

Drogo Aerospace specializ-
es in the design and manufac-
ture of advanced unmanned 
aerial systems, defence tech-
nologies, AI-enabled aerial 
intelligence solutions and 
next-generation aerospace 
platforms, serving strategic 
and national security require-
ments through indigenous in-
novation and manufacturing.

Advances ₹72-Crore Defence Order

ATGC Unveils Agri-Biotech Innovations
HYDERABAD | JUNE 15, 

2026

ATGC Biotech Pvt. Ltd., an 
Indian deep-tech agricul-

tural biotechnology company 
headquartered in Hyderabad, 
participated in Bharat Inno-
vates 2026, the largest global 
showcase of Indian deep-
tech innovation held outside 
India. Selected among 120 
high-potential startups from 
across India, ATGC Biotech 
represented the country’s 
growing capabilities in agri-
cultural biotechnology, sus-
tainable crop protection, and 
precision agriculture tech-
nologies on the global stage. 
The event was inaugurated 
by Hon’ble Prime Minister of 
India Shri. Narendra Modi 
and French President Emma-
nuel Macron, underscoring 
the strategic importance of 
innovation-led collaboration 
between India and France. 
Organized to spotlight India's 
most promising deep-tech 
ventures, Bharat Innovates 
2026 brought together in-
novators, policymakers, in-
vestors and industry leaders 
from around the world across 
sectors including biotechnol-
ogy, artificial intelligence, 
healthcare, semiconductors, 
space technology, sustaina-

bility and agri-food technol-
ogies. As part of Bharat In-
novates 2026, ATGC Biotech 
exchanged strategic interna-
tional agreements that will 
support the global commer-
cialization of its sustainable 
agricultural technologies. The 
company exchanged a Licens-
ing Agreement with a Swiss 
partner covering six products 
and further strengthened its 
international expansion plans 
through its Semiophore Joint 
Venture with Luxembourg 
Industries Ltd. (LIL), advanc-
ing a portfolio of 18 products 
targeting global agricultural 
markets.

The exchange of agreements 
took place in the presence of 
Prof. Ajay Kumar Sood, Prin-
cipal Scientific Adviser to the 
Government of India, and Dr. 
Manish Diwan, Head – RFID, 
BIRAC. ATGC was also hon-
ored to have Hon’ble Union 
Minister Shri Piyush Goyal 
interact with the company’s 
international partners, re-
flecting India’s commitment 
to supporting indigenous in-
novation and fostering glob-

al technology collaborations 
built on Indian science.

Speaking on the occasion 
Dr. Markandeya Gorantla, 
Chairman & Managing Di-
rector, ATGC Biotech Pvt. 
Ltd., said “Being selected 
for Bharat Innovates 2026 
is a significant milestone for 
ATGC Biotech and a strong 
validation of India’s growing 
leadership in deep-tech inno-
vation. Agriculture faces some 
of the world’s most pressing 
challenges, and sustainable 
crop protection solutions will 
play a critical role in ensuring 
future food security.”

He further added, “The 
partnerships announced at 
Bharat Innovates strengthen 
our ability to take Indian-de-
veloped agricultural technol-
ogies to global markets while 
contributing to more sustain-
able farming practices world-
wide. We are proud to demon-
strate that globally relevant 
innovations can emerge from 
Indian laboratories and create 
meaningful impact for farm-
ers across continents. ATGC 
Biotech credits its growth to 
the support of India's research 
and innovation ecosystem, 
including key government 

agencies, scientific institu-
tions, industry collaborators, 
international partners, and 
farming communities that 
have helped advance and val-
idate its technologies over the 
years.” Speaking on the Semi-
ophore JV with ATGC Biotech 
Pvt.Ltd., Mr. David Luxem-
bourgh, Executive Chair-
man, Luxembourg Industries 
Ltd. said, “Our partnership 
with ATGC demonstrates 
how Indian innovation and 
global market expertise can 
come together to accelerate 
the adoption of sustainable 
crop protection technologies 
worldwide.” Also sharing his 
thoughts, Dr. Manish Diwan, 
Head – RFID, BIRAC said: 
“ATGC Biotech’s journey 
from indigenous innovation 
to global commercialization 
exemplifies the impact of In-
dia’s deep-tech ecosystem 
in creating science-driven 
solutions with international 
relevance and societal value.” 
ATGC Biotech has pioneered 
a fundamentally different ap-
proach to pest management 
based on pheromones and 

semiochemicals. The compa-
ny’s philosophy is captured in 
its mission statement: “Tam-
ing the insect world to feed 
the human world.” Unlike 
conventional crop protection 
solutions that focus on killing 
insects, ATGC’s technologies 
use species-specific phero-
mone signals to manipulate 
insect behaviour, disrupt 
mating cycles, and prevent the 
emergence of future pest gen-
erations. The company's par-
ticipation at Bharat Innovates 
2026 reflects the increasing 
global recognition of Indian 
agri-biotech innovation and 
highlights the role of home-
grown scientific research in 
addressing challenges related 
to food security, agricultural 
productivity and environ-
mental sustainability. With 
expanding international 
collaborations and commer-
cialization initiatives, ATGC 
Biotech continues to strength-
en its mission of delivering 
globally relevant agricultur-
al technologies developed in 
India for farmers around the 
world.

Bharat Innovates 2026, Advances Global Partnerships
Selected among 120 high-potential deep-tech startups representing India at Bharat Innovates 2026 in Nice, France

Exchanges strategic international agreements to accelerate global market access for sustainable crop protection technologies
Among a select group of Agri-FoodTech innovators chosen to showcase India’s agricultural innovation capabilities globally

Reinforces India’s emergence as a global hub for deep-tech, biotechnology, and science-led innovation

From IIT Dreams to a Global Yoga 
Movement: The Story of Saurabh Bothra
In Dhanaj, a small vil-

lage in Maharashtra's 
Washim district, his grand-
father, Dr. Lakshmichand 
Bothra, was known not just 
as a doctor but as someone 
who dedicated his life to the 
well-being of the community. 
After completing his medical 
studies from Nagpur Medical 
College in 1955, he chose to 
stay back in rural India rather 
than pursue opportunities in 
bigger cities. Over the years, 
he helped improve healthcare 
access, supported local de-
velopment, and served as the 
village sarpanch. For young 
Saurabh, these examples qui-
etly shaped his understanding 
of success. It was never only 
about personal achievement. 
It was about creating value 
for others. Like many stu-
dents from middle-class Indi-
an families, Saurabh worked 
hard academically and even-
tually secured admission to 
IIT-BHU, Varanasi. For most, 
an IIT degree is seen as a gate-
way to a stable and successful 
career. But during his college 
years, Saurabh found himself 
increasingly drawn towards 
something very different.

What began as a person-
al interest in yoga gradually 
became a deeper pursuit. He 

started practising regularly 
and soon began conducting in-
formal sessions for friends and 
fellow students. Around the 
same time, a book gifted by his 
grandfather left a lasting im-
pression on him, strengthen-
ing his belief that physical and 
mental well-being are closely 
connected. Even then, he had 
no plans of building such a 
large community. The turning 
point came years later dur-
ing the COVID-19 lockdown. 
As uncertainty and anxiety 
gripped households across 
the country, Saurabh began 
conducting online yoga ses-
sions from home. The first few 
classes were modest, attended 
by only a handful of partici-
pants, the first class had just 3 
participants.Yet the conversa-
tions that followed revealed a 
larger challenge. Many people 
wanted to adopt healthier life-
styles but struggled with con-
sistency. Others found fitness 
intimidating. Among them 
were women in their forties 
and fifties dealing with knee 
pain, stiffness, stress, and life-
style-related health concerns. 
One of those voices belonged 
to his own mother. She often 
shared how difficult it was for 

many women her age to follow 
complicated fitness routines 
or intensive workout pro-
grammes. What they needed, 
she felt, was something sim-
ple, practical, and sustainable.

Instead of designing pro-
grammes focused on quick 
transformations, he started 
simplifying yoga practices and 
making them easier to follow 
for beginners. The emphasis 
shifted from intensity to con-
sistency. The idea was simple: 
if people could show up every 
day, even for a short period, 
they could build habits that 
would improve their health 
over time. That philosophy 
eventually became the foun-
dation of Habuild.

What started as a few online 

sessions grew steadily through 
word of mouth. People invited 
family members, friends, and 
neighbours. Participants re-
turned not because they were 
chasing dramatic results but 
because the sessions felt ap-
proachable and achievable. 
Over time, Habuild evolved 
into a habit-building platform 
centred around daily wellness. 
Today, people from across age 
groups join its guided yoga 
sessions, with women and sen-
ior citizens forming a signif-
icant part of the community. 
The platform's programmes 
focus on helping individuals 
incorporate movement, mind-
fulness, and healthy routines 
into their everyday lives.

The scale of the movement 
has expanded far beyond what 
Saurabh could have imagined 
when he first started teach-
ing online. Participants now 
join from across India and 
around the world, creating a 
global community connect-
ed by a shared commitment 
to daily wellness. Along the 
way, Habuild has earned 
recognition through several 
milestones and world records, 
including largest  virtual yoga 
sessions. Yet for Saurabh, the 

most meaningful achievement 
lies elsewhere. It is reflected 
in the stories of people who 
have made yoga a daily habit 
after years of inactivity. It is 
seen in older adults who have 
regained mobility and con-
fidence, and in families who 
now practice together from 
different parts of the world.

Over the years, Saurabh 
Bothra and Habuild have also 
achieved several world re-
cords, including:
●	 Largest live-streamed yoga 

session on YouTube
●	 Largest virtual yoga class
●	 More than 2000 consecu-

tive days of personal yoga 
practice
At a time when wellness is 

often associated with expen-
sive memberships, complex 
routines, and constant perfor-
mance, Saurabh continues to 
advocate a different approach. 
His belief is that lasting health 
does not come from dramatic 
changes but from small ac-
tions repeated consistently 
over time. From a village in 
Maharashtra to a community 
that now spans continents, his 
journey reflects the enduring 
relevance of a simple idea: 
meaningful change often be-
gins with one habit, practised 
every day.

Growing up, Saurabh Bothra was surrounded by stories of service

ACT Fibernet Brings AI-Powered 
Learning into Indian Homes 

Through Partnership with Turito
HYDERABAD, JUNE 15, 

2026: 

ACT Fibernet, one of India’s 
leading broadband service 

providers, today announced a 
strategic partnership with Tu-
rito, a pioneering EdTech plat-
form powered by generative 
AI for students. Through this 
collaboration, ACT Fibernet is 
extending its role beyond con-
nectivity after the launch of its 
AI-powered Wi-Fi in January 
2025, aiming to enable access 
to personalized, AI-driven ed-
ucation within Indian house-
holds. From AI powered Smart 
Wi-fi to AI-integrated learn-
ing, ACT Fibernet is striving to 
put AI to the best possible use.

As the gap between tradi-
tional classroom learning and 
real-world skills continues to 
widen, especially in the age of 
artificial intelligence, access to 
personalized and future-ready 
education remains limited for 
a large segment of students. 
This partnership aims to ad-
dress that gap by integrating 
learning into the connected 
home, making advanced aca-
demic support more accessible 
and continuous.

Under this initiative, ACT 
Fibernet customers will gain 
access to Turito AI Academy, a 
unified learning platform that 
combines school academics 
with preparation for 6-12th 
grade learning, as well as com-
petitive and international ex-
ams such as IIT-JEE, NEET, 
SAT, ACT, PSAT, SSAT, and 
AP. The platform integrates 
24x7 AI-powered tutoring 
with personalized learning 
pathways, enabling students to 
receive real-time support and 
adaptive study plans based on 
their individual progress. As 
a part of this strategic launch, 
all ACT Fibernet customers 
will be eligible for an exclu-
sive 3-month free trial of the 
Turito AI Academy, a bene-
fit valued at Rs. 1500/- Ravi 
Karthik, Chief Growth Officer, 
ACT Fibernet, commented, 
“ACT Fibernet's high speed 
and reliable connectivity is a 
gateway to digital possibilities 
within the home. Our part-
nership with Turito shows our 
promise to enable families and 
teenagers with AI-powered, 
personalized learning that 
enables them to achieve their 
potential. With Turito, you can 
have your own personalised AI 
tutor to help you through 6-12 
and entrance exams - helping 
with concepts, answering que-
ries, solving question papers 
and much much more.” Uday 
Reddy, Founder & CEO, Turito, 
said, “Edtech is evolving from 
static content to continuous 

interaction. At Turito, we are 
building the operating system 
for AI-led education—inte-
grating academics, test prep, 
doubt resolution, and college 
guidance into one platform. 
Our partnership with ACT 
Fibernet scales this into mil-
lions of homes, making per-
sonalized education equitable 
and future-ready..” Through 
this collaboration, ACT Fiber-
net and Turito aim to enable 
a new model of learning with-
in households, where screen 
time evolves into productive 
learning time and students are 
better equipped to navigate an 
increasingly AI-driven world.
About  ACT Fibernet

ACT Fibernet is one of In-
dia’s largest wired ISPs, head-
quartered in Bengaluru, with 
operations in 30+ cities and 
serving 2.4 million custom-
ers, and is an award-winning 
broadband provider recog-
nised for its network quality 
and customer experience. 
Known for its reliable and 
high-speed internet connec-
tions, ACT Fibernet caters to 
a diverse range of customer 
needs. With a strong focus on 
customer satisfaction, ACT 
Fibernet provides excellent 
customer support and a seam-
less user experience. The com-
pany offers a wide range of 
plans to suit various budgets 
and usage requirements. For 
more information, please visit 
www.actcorp.in

About Turito
Founded in 2021, Turito is 

an AI-powered online learn-
ing platform transforming 
global K–12 education through 
personalized, high-quality 
academic solutions. Serving 
students across India, the 
United States, the United 
Kingdom, Australia, and the 
Middle East, Turito offers cur-
riculum-aligned learning and 
competitive exam prepara-
tion.Through Turito AI Acad-
emy, students gain access to 
advanced features including 
an instant AI tutor, Personal-
ized Adaptive Learning (PAL), 
and a wide range of video 
lessons and study resources. 
The platform also provides 
structured, affordable guid-
ance for college applications 
and study abroad planning, 
starting as early as Grade 6. 
By integrating Generative AI 
and machine learning, Turito 
delivers personalized learn-
ing pathways, real-time per-
formance insights, and 24×7 
academic support—combining 
expert instruction with data- 
driven technology to help  
students excel globally. For more  
information, visit www. 
turito.com.

Sensex ends 736 points higher,  
Nifty above 23,800; IndiGo up 4%

The S&P BSE Sensex surged 
736.38 points, or 0.97%, to 

settle at 76,264.33, while the 
NSE Nifty50 gained 231 points, 
or 0.98%, to close at 23,853.90. 
The rally was broad-based, with 
strong buying seen in auto, 
real estate, industrial and con-
sumption-related stocks. Rupee 
strengthened to 94.71 against 
US dollar. Stock markets ended 
sharply higher on Monday, ex-
tending their rally as easing ten-
sions in West Asia and a sharp 
fall in crude oil prices boosted 
investor confidence. The inter-
im US-Iran peace agreement 
eased concerns over a prolonged 
conflict and helped crude prices 
fall below the crucial $85 per 
barrel mark, providing sig-
nificant relief to the Indian 
economy. The S&P BSE Sensex 
surged 736.38 points, or 0.97%, 
to settle at 76,264.33, while the 
NSE Nifty50 gained 231 points, 
or 0.98%, to close at 23,853.90. 
The rally was broad-based, with 
strong buying seen in auto, real 
estate, industrial and consump-
tion-related stocks. Brent crude 
dropped 5.14% to $82.84 per 
barrel, while US WTI crude fell 
5.51% to $80.20 a barrel af-
ter the United States and Iran 
said they had reached an ini-

tial agreement to end the war 
and resume shipping through 
the Strait of Hormuz. The two 
countries are expected to sign 
a memorandum of understand-
ing in Switzerland on Friday, 
according to Pakistani Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, whose 
country mediated the negotia-
tions.

FALLING CRUDE OIL 
BRINGS RELIEF TO INDIA

Lower crude prices are a 
major positive for India, which 
imports more than 85% of its oil 
requirements. A sustained de-
cline in oil prices could reduce 
inflationary pressure, improve 
the current account balance and 
support the rupee. The Indian 
rupee strengthened for a second 
consecutive session and ended 
0.4% higher at 94.71 against 
the US dollar, compared with 
its previous close of 95.11. Dur-
ing the day, the rupee touched 

94.4625, its strongest level in 
five weeks. Vinod Nair, Head 
of Research at Geojit Invest-
ments Limited, said the interim 
US-Iran peace agreement has 
significantly improved mar-
ket sentiment. "The interim 
US–Iran peace agreement has 
significantly improved investor 
sentiment, triggering a broad-
based recovery across equity 
markets. With crude oil prices 
easing to below USD 85 per bar-
rel, concerns around inflation 
have moderated, supporting a 
more stable interest rate outlook 
and improving earnings visibili-
ty for FY27," he said. Nair added 
that as the risk-reward equa-
tion becomes more favourable, 
investors have moved towards 
growth-oriented sectors such as 
automobiles, industrials, capital 
goods and real estate, which are 
likely to benefit from an improv-
ing economic environment.

Sebi Brings New 
Price Bands for 

Commodity ETFs
NEW DELHI: (JUN 15)

Markets regulator 
Sebi on Monday 

introduced a revised 
framework for exchange 
traded funds (ETFs), in-
cluding new norms for 
determining base prices, 
dynamic price bands and 
a pre-open call auction 
mechanism for ETFs, 
aimed at improving price 
discovery and investor 
protection. The regula-
tor said the changes are 
aimed at addressing "the 
issues involved due to 
a lag of 1 trading day in 
the base price of ETFs 
and the fixed price band 
of ETFs not being com-
mensurate with the price 
range of the underlying". 
Under the new frame-
work, the base price for 
ETFs will be the previ-
ous day's closing price, 
calculated as the last 30 
minutes' volume-weight-
ed average price (VWAP) 
of the ETF, Sebi said in 
its circular.
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TOURISM & ADVENTURE

Beyond Beyond 
Shimla Shimla 
ManaliManali

&

Discover Seven Hidden 
Hill Stations for a Peaceful 

Mountain Escape

For decades, hill stations such as 
Shimla and Manali have domi-
nated the travel wish lists of In-
dian tourists seeking relief from 
the summer heat. While these 
destinations continue to attract 
millions of visitors every year, 
overcrowding, traffi  c congestion, 

and rising commercialization 
have diminished some of their 
original charm.
Fortunately, India's diverse land-
scape is home to several less-
er-known hill destinations that 
off er equally stunning scenery, 
pleasant weather, and authentic 

local experiences without the 
overwhelming crowds. These 
hidden gems provide the perfect 
setting for travellers who prefer 
slow travel, peaceful surround-
ings, and meaningful connec-
tions with nature.
From the majestic Himalayan 

foothills of Uttarakhand to the 
lush green hills of Northeast 
India and the scenic valleys of 
Gujarat, these seven off beat hill 
stations promise unforgettable 
experiences for families, cou-
ples, solo travellers, and adven-
ture seekers alike.

Chaukori, Uttara-
khand: A Window to the 

Himalayas
Nestled in the Kumaon re-

gion of Uttarakhand, Chau-
kori remains one of the state's 
best-kept secrets. Perched at 
an altitude of around 2,000 
metres, this tranquil hill sta-
tion is famous for its breath-
taking panoramic views of the 
Himalayan range.

The destination off ers un-
interrupted views of iconic 
snow-clad peaks including 
Nanda Devi, Nanda Kot, and 
the Panchachuli range. Dur-
ing sunrise and sunset, the 
mountains glow in shades of 
gold and pink, creating a mag-
ical spectacle for visitors.

Surrounded by tea gardens, 
rhododendron forests, and 

pine-covered slopes, Chauko-
ri is ideal for travellers seek-
ing peace and solitude. Visi-
tors can explore the Chaukori 
Tea Estate, visit the Mahakali 
Temple, or take a short trip to 
nearby Berinag. Nature walks 
through the forests and lei-
surely strolls amid tea plan-
tations are among the most 
popular activities here.

Mashobra, Himachal 
Pradesh: Shimla's Quiet 

Neighbour
Located just a short drive 

from Shimla, Mashobra of-
fers everything travellers 
love about Himachal Pradesh 
without the crowds associat-
ed with its famous neighbour. 
Surrounded by cedar forests, 
apple orchards, and rolling 
hills, this picturesque desti-

nation provides a refreshing 
escape from busy urban life.

Mashobra enjoys pleasant 
weather throughout the year, 
making it a favourite desti-
nation for nature enthusiasts 
and adventure lovers. The re-
gion is home to beautiful trek-
king trails, scenic viewpoints, 
and abundant birdlife.

Among the must-visit at-
tractions are Craignano Na-
ture Park, Mahasu Peak, and 
the Reserve Forest Sanctuary. 
Visitors can enjoy camping, 
hiking, birdwatching, and 
photography while soaking in 
the peaceful atmosphere. The 
simple village lifestyle and 
natural beauty make Masho-
bra an ideal destination for 
travellers seeking relaxation 
and rejuvenation.

Morni Hills, Haryana: A 
Surprising Weekend Getaway

Few travellers realise that Hary-
ana has its own hill station. Located 
near Chandigarh, Morni Hills off ers 
a pleasant retreat surrounded by 
forests, hills, and lakes. Named after 
Queen Morni, the area is known for 
its natural beauty and peaceful envi-
ronment. The region's lush greenery 
and clean air provide a welcome con-
trast to the fast-paced life of nearby 
cities. One of the major attractions is 
Tikkar Taal, a pair of interconnected 
lakes that off er boating opportunities 
and scenic views. Visitors can also 
explore Morni Fort and participate in 
adventure activities such as ziplining 
and hiking. Its accessibility and se-
rene surroundings make Morni Hills 
an excellent destination for weekend 
travellers looking to reconnect with 
nature without undertaking a long 
journey.

Rajgir, Bihar: Where History 
Meets Nature

Rajgir is widely recognised for its 
historical and religious signifi cance, 
but it is equally deserving of atten-
tion as a scenic hill destination. Sur-
rounded by rocky hills and lush green 
valleys, Rajgir off ers a unique blend of 
natural beauty, spirituality, and herit-
age. The town has strong connections 
with both Buddhism and Jainism 
and attracts pilgrims from across the 
world. Yet beyond its religious im-
portance lies a landscape fi lled with 
peaceful hills, forests, and panoramic 
viewpoints. One of the most popular 
attractions is the Vishwa Shanti Stu-
pa, located atop a hill and accessible 
via a ropeway ride that off ers stunning 
views of the surrounding countryside. 
Visitors can also explore Griddhakuta 
Hill, where Lord Buddha is believed 
to have delivered several sermons.

Nature photography, sightseeing, 
and ropeway rides are among the 
highlights of a visit to Rajgir, making 
it a rewarding destination for history 

lovers and nature enthusiasts alike.
Haflong, Assam: The Jewel 

of Northeast India
Known as the "White Ant Hillock," 

Hafl ong is Assam's only hill station 
and one of Northeast India's most 
beautiful yet underrated destinations. 
Surrounded by rolling hills, forests, 
and lakes, Hafl ong off ers visitors an 
opportunity to experience nature in 
its purest form. The town is also a cul-
tural treasure, home to diverse trib-
al communities that have preserved 
their traditions and customs for gen-
erations. Visitors can gain insights 
into local lifestyles while enjoying the 
region's spectacular landscapes. Haf-
long Lake serves as the town's centre-
piece, attracting tourists with its se-
rene waters and picturesque setting. 
Nearby attractions include Jatinga, 
famous for its mysterious bird phe-
nomenon, and Maibong, a historical 
site rich in heritage. Birdwatching, 
boating, cultural exploration, and 
photography are among the activities 
that make Hafl ong a memorable des-
tination for travellers seeking some-
thing diff erent.

Jampui Hills, Tripura: The 
Land of Orange Orchards

Tucked away in northern Tripura, 
Jampui Hills is one of India's most 
charming hidden destinations. The 

region is famous for its orange or-
chards, cool climate, and breathtak-
ing views of the surrounding valleys.

The hills off er spectacular sunrise 
and sunset views, drawing nature 
lovers and photographers from across 
the region. During the orange season, 
the landscape transforms into a vi-
brant display of colour, enhancing the 
area's natural appeal. Betlingchhip, 
the highest peak in Tripura, off ers 
stunning panoramic views and is a fa-
vourite among trekkers. Visitors can 
also explore Vanghmun Village and 
interact with local communities to 
learn about their traditions and way 
of life. The annual Orange Festival 
further enhances the appeal of Jam-
pui Hills, showcasing local culture, 
cuisine, and agricultural heritage.

Saputara, Gujarat: A Scenic 
Escape in the Sahyadris

Situated in the Sahyadri mountain 
range, Saputara is Gujarat's only hill 
station and a delightful destination 
for travellers seeking cool weath-
er and natural beauty. Unlike many 
crowded tourist hubs, Saputara re-
tains a relaxed atmosphere that al-
lows visitors to fully appreciate its 
scenic landscapes. The destination 
features lush green hills, waterfalls, 
forests, and a beautiful lake that 
serves as a focal point for recreational 

activities. Popular attractions include 
Saputara Lake, Sunset Point, and the 
Artist Village, where visitors can ex-
plore tribal art and handicrafts. Ca-
ble car rides off er spectacular aerial 
views of the surrounding valleys, 
while boating provides a peaceful 
way to enjoy the area's natural beauty. 
Saputara's blend of culture, adven-
ture, and scenic charm makes it one 
of western India's most rewarding hill 
destinations.

A Refreshing Alternative to 
Crowded Hill Stations

As travellers increasingly seek 
meaningful and less crowded expe-
riences, these hidden hill stations 
off er an appealing alternative to 
mainstream tourist destinations. 
Whether it is the Himalayan panora-
mas of Chaukori, the tranquil forests 
of Mashobra, the cultural richness 
of Hafl ong, or the scenic beauty of 
Saputara, each destination provides 
a unique opportunity to slow down 
and reconnect with nature. For those 
planning their next mountain geta-
way, these lesser-known gems prom-
ise fresh experiences, authentic local 
culture, and the peace that is often 
missing from India's more popular 
hill stations. Sometimes, the most 
memorable journeys begin by taking 
the road less travelled.

7 Hill Stations 7 Hill Stations 
Within A 6-Hour Within A 6-Hour 
Drive From DelhiDrive From Delhi

Several beautiful destina-
tions in Uttarakhand and 
Himachal Pradesh can be 

reached within six hours of 
driving from Delhi.

For Delhiites craving a 
break from busy roads, 

noise, and rising tempera-
tures, nearby hill stations of-
fer the perfect escape. You do 
not need to plan a long holiday 
or take extended leave to enjoy 
cool weather and scenic views. 
Several beautiful destinations 
in Uttarakhand and Himachal 
Pradesh can be reached with-
in six hours of driving from 
Delhi. These hill stations are 
known for fresh air, green 
landscapes, and a relaxed pace 
of life. From adventure activ-
ities and peaceful walks to 
spiritual experiences and cosy 
cafés, each destination offers 
something unique. Whether 

you are travelling with fam-
ily, friends, or as a couple, 
these places are ideal for quick 
weekend trips.

Here are some of the best 
hill stations near Delhi that 
are easy to reach and perfect 
for short holidays.

Hill Stations Near Delhi 
Within A 6-Hour Drive
Rishikesh sits on the banks 

of the Ganges and is one of 
the most popular short geta-
ways from Delhi. It is widely 
known as a centre for yoga, 
meditation, and spirituality. 
Adventure seekers can enjoy 
river rafting, bungee jumping, 
and trekking. The Ganga Aarti 
at Triveni Ghat creates a calm 
and uplifting atmosphere in 
the evenings. With its river-
side cafés and scenic views, 
Rishikesh offers a fine balance 
of excitement and peace.

Nainital

Nainital is famous for its 
iconic lake surrounded by 
green hills. Boating in Naini 
Lake is one of the main attrac-
tions. The town has a pleas-
ant climate and a charming, 
old-world feel. Popular spots 
include Snow Viewpoint, Mall 
Road, and the Naina Devi 
Temple. It suits families, cou-
ples, and solo travellers equal-
ly. The surrounding view-
points make it a favourite for 
photography lovers.

Kasauli
Kasauli is a small and qui-

et hill town in Himachal 
Pradesh, ideal for travellers 
who prefer calm surroundings. 
It is known for colonial-era 
buildings, pine forests, and 
scenic trails. Monkey Point 
and Sunset Point offer beau-
tiful views of the surrounding 
valleys. The town remains less 
crowded than many other hill 

stations. It is perfect for slow 
walks and peaceful evenings.

Lansdowne
Lansdowne is a serene hill 

station with minimal com-
mercial activity. Surrounded 
by dense forests, it is known 
for its clean environment and 
quiet roads. Bhulla Lake is 
a popular spot for relaxing 
walks and boating. The Garh-
wal Rif les War Memorial adds 
historical value to the town. It 
is a great choice for a restful 
weekend away from crowds.

Bhimtal
Bhimtal is a quieter alterna-

tive to Nainital and is centred 
around a large, picturesque 
lake. The lake has a small is-
land that adds to its charm. 
Visitors can enjoy boating 
and nature walks. The area 
remains peaceful even during 
peak seasons. It is well suited 
for travellers seeking calm and 

natural beauty.
Mussoorie
Mussoorie, often called the 

Queen of Hills, remains a fa-
vourite for many travellers. It 
offers stunning views of the 
Doon Valley and surrounding 
mountains. Kempty Falls, Mall 
Road, and Gun Hill are popu-
lar attractions. Cable car rides 
provide panoramic views. The 
weather is pleasant for most of 
the year, making it suitable for 
all kinds of travellers.

Kanatal
Kanatal is an offbeat desti-

nation near Mussoorie, known 
for its untouched natural beau-
ty. It is less crowded and ideal 
for travellers who enjoy quiet 
settings. Camping, trekking, 
and nature walks are popular 
activities. On clear days, you 
can see snow-covered Hima-
layan peaks. It is perfect for a 
peaceful and refreshing break.
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Sourav Halder's hat-trick 
helps Royal Tigers earn 
first victory of Season 3

KOLKATA: Riding on Sourav 
Halder's hat-trick, Kolkata 
Royal Tigers bagged their 
first victory of the Bengal 
T20 League Season 3 after a 
hard-fought one-run win over 
Servotech Siliguri Strikers at 
Eden Gardens on Monday. 
Put in to bat, Royal Tigers 
posted 147/9 in 20 overs. 
Abishek Porel (76 off 53) and 
Ritwik Roy Chowdhury (33 
off 27) were the pick of the 
batters. For Siliguri Strikers, 
Ishan Porel (3-24), Geet Puri 
(2-28), and Kaushik Maity 
(2-17) were the star bowlers. 
Chasing the target, Karan (46 
off 35) and Sudip Chatter-
jee (35 off 31) gave Siliguri 
Strikers a fine start. Vishal 
Bhati (18 off 15) also chipped 
in with a handy knock.
Against the run of play, 
Sourav brought Royal Tigers 
back into the game in the 13th 
over, dismissing Vishal off the 
fourth ball, followed by Sne-
hasish Saha (0) and Badal 
Singh Balyan.

NEW DELHI: The Union 
Government on Monday 
constituted the Search-cum 
Selection Committee for the 
National Sports Board under 
the National Sports Board 
(Search-cum Selection Com-
mittee) Rules, 2026, as per the 
National Sports Governance 
Act, 2025. The Search-cum 
Selection Committee will be 
headed by Dr. T.V. Somana-
than, Cabinet Secretary, as 
Chairperson and will consist 
of Hari Ranjan Rao, Secretary 
(Sports), Lt General (Retd) 
Harpal Singh (Indian Olympic 
Association), Sports Adminis-
trator, and two National Sports 
Awardees, namely Gagan 
Narang and N. Kunjurani Devi. 
The aforementioned commit-
tee is tasked to recommend 
a panel of names for the 
positions of Chairperson.

Bengal T20 League

SPORTS
Union Govt constitutes 
search-cum- selection 
committee  

Technology Transforming 
the Future of Sports, 

Says Yuzvendra Chahal
	SprintX Playmaker Accel-
erator launched to support 
SportsTech, Gaming and 
eSports startups

HYDERABAD

Indian cricketer Yuzvendra Chahal on 
Monday launched the SprintX Play-
maker Accelerator, a first-of-its-kind 
full-stack accelerator programme ded-
icated to SportsTech, Gaming, eSports 
and New Age Media startups in India.

The programme was unveiled at SAS 
iTowers in Khajaguda, Hyderabad, 
where Chahal attended as the chief 
guest. He said technology has become 
an integral part of modern sports and 
has transformed every aspect of an ath-
lete's journey. "Over the last seven to 
eight years, the integration of technolo-
gy with sports has grown exponential-
ly. From strategy development and per-
formance analysis to fitness, recovery 
and wellness, technology has become 
indispensable," Chahal said.

Citing cricket as an example, he said 
data-driven insights help players as-
sess opponents, understand pitch con-
ditions and formulate match-specific 
plans, while technology also aids injury 
management and post-match recovery.

Karthik Yanamandra, Founding 
Partner of 360D Sports and SprintX, 
said the initiative aims to bridge the 
gap between innovation and oppor-
tunity by providing startups with 
mentorship, industry access, pilot pro-
grammes, market connections and in-
vestment readiness. He said SprintX, 

jointly launched by 360D Sports and 
LegaXy, is India's first dedicated full-
stack accelerator focused on Sports-
Tech, Gaming, eSports and New Age 
Media ventures.

The accelerator will support startups 
working in areas such as athlete train-
ing and performance technologies, AI-
based coaching solutions, sports data 
analytics, smart stadium technologies, 
gaming and eSports, fan engagement 
platforms, content and media technol-
ogies, and digital streaming solutions.

SprintX will also facilitate collabora-
tions with multinational corporations 
and government stakeholders. Eligible 
startups may receive funding support 
of up to ₹25 lakh. Yanamandra ac-
knowledged the support of Telangana 
Special Chief Secretary (Sports) Jayesh 

Ranjan in promoting sports innovation 
and startup growth in the state.

Applications for the 24-week pro-
gramme are now open through www.
sprintxcel.com. The programme con-
sists of 12 weeks of intensive accelera-
tion followed by 12 weeks of structured 
mentorship. Each cohort will select 10 
startups and provide them with mar-
ket access, expert mentoring, pilot op-
portunities, business expansion sup-
port, investor readiness training and 
funding connections. Former cricketer 
Jayant Yadav, SprintX mentor G.R. 
Reddy, Hyderabad Angels CEO Rat-
nakar, Vikrant of Succeed Ventures, 
LegaXy co-founders Mohammed Sir-
ajuddin and Amitesh, besides startup 
founders, investors and industry lead-
ers attended the launch event.

Sri Lanka ‘A’ clinch Super Over thriller against 
India ‘A’ despite fifties from Nigam, Shedge

Tiafoe overcomes in-form Cobolli for first-round win
DAMBULLA

Kugathas Mathulan held his 
nerve to defend 16 runs as Sri 
Lanka A edged India A in a 
nail‑biting Super Over thrill-
er in the 50-over tri-series at 
the Rangiri Dambulla Inter-
national Cricket Stadium on 
Monday.

Despite fighting half‑cen-
turies from Vipraj Nigam 
and Suryansh Shedge tak-
ing India A to 265 in 49.2 
overs, the visitors fell short 
as the hosts equalled the to-
tal in their 50 overs and then 
sealed a victory in dramatic 
fashion in the Super Over. 
While Sri Lanka A made 16 
runs in their Super Over, 
Mathulan kept his cool to 
keep India A to nine runs 
and get a win by seven runs.

But the contest was 
marred by heated exchanges 
and disputes with on-field 
umpires in deteriorating 
light. The drama began in 
the closing stages when In-

dia ‘A’ protested a decision on 
the final delivery, with skip-
per Tilak Varma relentlessly 
pleading his case to the um-
pires, who were also looking 
at the light meter.

Questions were raised 
over whether Chamika Gu-
nasekara had offered a shot, 
but the officials stood firm, 
thus forcing the game into 
a Super Over. India A grew 
further agitated over subse-
quent wide and no‑ball calls, 
with teenaged batting sensa-
tion Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 
briefly returning to prepare 
for his batting stint before 
being summoned back to 
field.

In the Super Over, Arshad 
Khan immediately struck 
with a dipping full toss that 
appeared to have dismissed 
Avishka Fernando. The 
on‑field umpires adjudged 
Fernando out, but the third 
umpire overturned the deci-
sion after reviewing the re-
play. Varma was visibly upset 

and engaged in a prolonged 
discussion with the officials, 
expressing his displeasure at 
the reversal.

Tempers flared again at 
the end of the match, with 
Sooryavanshi visibly upset 
after missing the shot on 
the last ball and engaged in 
a brief exchange with Vish-
en Halambage before being 
pulled away by his batting 
partner Suryansh Shedge. 
That was not all - after they 
were separated, Sooryavan-
shi continued to talk in the 
direction of the Sri Lanka A 
huddle while walking back to 
the pavilion.

The teams eventually 
shook hands, but the con-
test ended on a sour note. 
Earlier, India ‘A’ had staged 
a remarkable recovery from 
143/7, thanks to a 104‑run 
eighth‑wicket stand between 
Shedge and Vipraj Nigam. 
Nigam made 51 off 49 balls 
and Shedge struck 72 off 66 
deliveries to lift the total to 

265, though the former’s two 
warnings for running on the 
pitch proved costly as India 
were docked 10 penalty runs.

Sri Lanka ‘A’ were kept in 
the chase by Sadeera Sama-
rawickrama’s 93 off 113 balls, 
while Arshad Khan bowled 
a brilliant final over that 
nearly turned the match in 
India A’s favour, though the 
hosts prevailed at the end to 
give the visitors their second 
straight defeat in the compe-
tition. India A now must beat 
Afghanistan A on Wednes-
day if they are to enter the 
final of the tri-series.

Brief Scores: India A 
265/10 in 49.2 overs (Sury-
ansh Shedge 72, Vipraj 
Nigam 51; Vijaykanth Viyas-
kanth 3-26, Mohamed Shi-
raz 3-33) tied with Sri Lanka 
A 265/9 in 50 overs (Sadeera 
Samarawickrama 93, Niro-
shan Dickwella 37; Ayush 
Badoni 2-45, Suryansh 
Shedge 1-13) – Sri Lanka A 
won the Super Over

HALLE (GERMANY)

American star Frances Tiafoe 
made a winning debut at the Terra 
Wortmann Open, overcoming the 
in-form Flavio Cobolli in style in 
an absorbing first-round clash in 
Halle, Germany, on Monday.

Ranked No. 26 in the ATP 
Rankings, Tiafoe prevailed 6-2, 
7-6(4) against Cobolli, the Roland 
Garros finalist and World No. 
10, to improve to 13-0 in open-
ing rounds this season. With his 
85-minute triumph against Co-
bolli, Tiafoe also registered his 
first Top-10 victory since 2024.

“Obviously, he’s a hell of a play-
er and had a hell of a season,” Ti-
afoe told ATPTour.com in Halle 
on Monday. “But I knew he was 
coming out for his first match [this 
year] on grass, and you have to 
find your feet under you, and ob-
viously he’s got to come down to 
reality after the final. That’s never 
easy, especially on a whole differ-
ent surface.

“I tried to just come out there 

flying and make it super tough for 
him. Play really fast and make him 
feel uncomfortable. It was a good 
day. He’s going to be ready to go 
for Wimbledon. He’s a Wimbledon 
quarter-finalist, so he knows how 
to play on grass.”

Tiafoe broke in Cobolli’s open-
ing two service games and later 
recovered from an early mini-
break deficit to clinch the sec-
ond-set tie-break and the match. 
The 28-year-old won 81 per cent 
(34/42) of points behind his first 

serve and did not face a break 
point, according to Infosys ATP 
Stats. Tiafoe now leads Cobolli 
4-1 in the pair’s ATP head-to-head 
series, having also won their most 
recent meeting before Halle in In-
dian Wells in March. Awaiting the 
American in the second round in 
Halle will be Tallon Griekspoor or 
Sho Shimabukuro.

Felix Auger-Aliassime also ad-
vanced on the German grass on 
Monday, although the second seed 
was taken the distance by Nuno 

Borges in his first-round match. 
The 2021 Halle semi-finalist Au-
ger-Aliassime pulled away for a 
6-3, 3-6, 6-3 win to become the 
fifth man to earn 25 tour-level 
wins this season. The Canadian 
will play Learner Tien next, after 
the American lefty opened the 
day’s play with a 6-2, 6-4 victory 
against wild card Max Schoen-
haus. Daniel Altmaier enjoyed a 
long-sought-after taste of victory 
in his opening match. 

The 27-year-old earned his first 
grass-court win at an ATP Tour 
event on home soil by downing Ni-
koloz Basilashvili 7-5, 6-4. Altmai-
er, who was 0-6 in his career across 
Halle and Stuttgart before Monday, 
will next try to book a quarter-fi-
nal spot by downing eighth seed 
Andrey Rublev or former champi-
on Hubert Hurkacz. In the other 
first-round match played Monday, 
Terence Atmane edged Martin Lan-
daluce 6-3, 3-6, 7-6(2). Frenchman 
Atmane will play fourth seed Daniil 
Medvedev or Tomas Martin Etch-
everry next.

Nottingham Open: Zheng Qinwen rallies past 
Sakkari for first grass-court win of season

LONDON

China's Zheng Qinwen battled 
back from a set down to defeat 
sixth-seeded Maria Sakkari of 
Greece 4-6, 7-6 (1), 6-4 at the 
WTA 250 Nottingham Open in 
London on Monday, claiming 
her first grass-court win of the 
season. The victory marked a 
positive start to Zheng's grass-
court campaign after a first-
round exit at the French Open 
earlier this month.

"It was a really difficult 
match," Zheng said after the 
contest. "We both played at a 
high level, and the score was 
close throughout. I'm happy 
to win those important points 
because I wasn't able to do that 
in the last tournament, and I 
managed to do it today." The 
past two seasons have been 
challenging for Zheng, who 
has struggled with injuries and 
undergone surgery. Zheng said 
she was sidelined for nearly 
eight months last year and ini-
tially put too much pressure on 
herself after returning to com-
petition, reports Xinhua.

"I missed almost eight 
months last year," she said. "I 
had a lot of pressure at the be-
ginning when I started trying 

to come back.  I wanted to do 
more and do better, but some-
how I wasn't able to deal with 
that pressure. 

Right now, I tell myself, 
'OK, I'm around No. 160 in the 
world. How could it get any 
worse?' Let's just keep fighting 
as I did at the beginning, when 
I had nothing."

Zheng, the 23-year-old Chi-
nese who resides in Barcelona, 
Spain, added that she plans to 
focus on one match at a time 

during the grass-court season.
"On grass, anything can hap-

pen, and it's not an easy surface 
for me," she said. "I just hope I 
can enjoy tennis more and en-
joy every competition because 
I really love playing here. Let's 
see how I do in the next match," 
added the right-handed player 
with a two-handed backhand. 
Zheng will next face the winner 
of the match between Austra-
lia's Talia Gibson and Britain's 
Francesca Jones.

We will start from zero, says England's 
Lauren Bell ahead of Ireland clashv

SOUTHAMPTON

As they get ready for their sec-
ond match in Group B against 
Ireland in the ICC Women's 
T20 World Cup 2026 at the 
Hampshire Bowl on Tuesday, 
England top pacer Lauren Bell 
said they will be starting from 
zero despite making a winning 
start in their campaign. England 
Women opened their campaign 
with a comprehensive 87-run 
victory over Sri Lanka in the 
tournament opener in Birming-
ham on Friday, with Danni Wy-
att-Hodge slamming an unbeat-
en 105 and Amy Jones stroking 
53 off 38 balls.

In contrast, Ireland went 
down to Scotland by 49 runs at 
Old Trafford in Manchester. Bell 
said it was good to start with a 
win, but they will try to start at 
zero and bring the same energy 
as in their opener. "Yeah, defi-

nitely. I think we couldn't have 
been happier with how Friday 
night went, especially with it 
being the opening game. And 
yeah, it sets us in a good place. 
But yeah, you've got to go again, 
start from zero, and yeah, bring 
the same energy as we had on 
Friday," said Lauren Bell in the 
pre-match press conference.

Lauren Bell said England 
want to continue doing well, but 
are not thinking about main-
taining momentum and a high 

net run rate (NRR), and avoid 
losing out on that aspect as they 
did in 2024. "No, no, that's not a 
conversation. The main thing is 
just to play a really good brand of 
cricket and win matches. I think 
tomorrow night is a reset, and 
we go again. We're really happy 
with how Friday night went. But 
yeah, it's a new game of cricket, 
and we'll just try and do every-
thing we can to play a really good 
game of cricket and try and get 
another win," she said.

Deepak, Poonam progress as India begin 
Boxing World Cup campaign in China

NEW DELHI

Deepak and Poonam emerged 
as the lone Indian winners on 
the opening day of the Boxing 
World Cup (Stage 2) in China, 
advancing to the next round 
of their respective categories, 
while seven other Indian box-
ers suffered defeats.

Competing in the women's 
54kg category, Poonam reg-
istered a convincing 5-0 vic-
tory over Uzbekistan's Aziza 
Yokubova in the preliminary 
round of 32 to move ahead 
in the competition. Deepak 
joined her in the next round 
after producing an equal-
ly dominant display in the 
men's 70kg division, defeat-
ing Turkmenistan's Bayram-

durdy Nurmuhammedov by 
a unanimous 5-0 verdict in 
the preliminary round of 32. 
The remaining Indian boxers, 
however, could not progress 
further.

In the preliminary Round 
of 16, Rishi Singh (50kg) lost 

to Azerbaijan's Subhan Mame-
dov, while Sanamacha Chanu 
Thokchom (75kg) went down 
against Canada's Tammara 
Thibeault. Sawan Gill also 
bowed out after suffering a de-
feat to Norway's Omar Shiha 
in the men's 90kg category.



Shreya Dhanwanthary is once again grabbing attention on social me-
dia with her latest stunning pictures. The actress looked effortless-
ly glamorous in a black bralette paired with blue denim jeans. Her 
wavy, voluminous hair added a carefree charm to the look, while 
her bright smile became the biggest highlight of the photoshoot. 

Keeping the styling minimal and natural, Shreya proved that simplicity can 
be just as striking as a red-carpet appearance. The pictures have quickly 
gone viral, with fans praising her confidence, elegance and natural beauty. 
Shreya became a popular face after her memorable performances in web 
series like Scam 1992 and The Family Man. Over the years, she has built 
a strong fan base with her acting skills and screen presence. Apart from 
acting, she is also known for her fashion sense and active social me-
dia presence, where she regularly shares glimpses of her personal 
and professional life. On the work front, Shreya Dhanwanthary 
will soon be seen in the upcoming Hindi film Nausikhiye. The 
comedy-drama also stars Amol Parashar and Abhimanyu 
Dassani in key roles and is directed by Santosh Singh. 
The film revolves around two wedding crashers 
who accidentally steal a bride, leading to a 
hilarious adventure across the country-
side.
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Well known Tamil actress Nivetha Pethuraj, whose perfor-
mance in legendary filmmaker Singeetham Srinivasa Rao's 
recent Telugu film 'Sing Geetham' has come in for praise, 
has now disclosed that she had contemplated quitting films 
in 2023.

Participating in a Thanksgiving meet organised by the film's makers, 
Nivetha Pethuraj began her speech by saying, "In 2023, I decided to quit cine-

ma. And I realised life takes you in all the wrong decisions and wrong paths 
just so you can land in a Singeetham Srinivas Rao's golden blockbuster."

Thanking producer Nag Ashwin for bringing her "back to life, basical-
ly", the actress said, "If it wasn't for Nag, I wouldn't be here. I would 

have just been in some Himalayas or something, just meditating. I 
wanted to choose a different life, but I'm back at it again. With a 
great bang, I believe. So, thank you so much."

Stating that she was moved to tears while watching the film, 
the actress said, "I watched the film day before yesterday, and I 

had tears in my eyes because this is something that is actually 
happening in the world right now. So, I hope there's a small 
takeaway from this film that when a newborn comes to this 
earth, we try to plant a sapling for every newborn. That will 
make a huge difference because of whatever is happening 

in this world right now. That's my only wish."
Stating that she often went to a lot of musicals in London, 

Nivetha Pethuraj said, "I was just hoping at least there is one 
musical concert that happens, you know, somewhere in India. 
And I couldn't believe that I was part of a musical film, which 
is history. So, I'm glad."

The actress, who was full of gratitude for the opportu-
nity, called the film's director, a director's director. She 
said,"There's only one thing I can say about Sangeetam 
Srinivas Rao Garu. He's a director's director. That's it. 

There's nothing more about him. I'm so glad. Thank you 
so much for having me. Thank you so much for trusting 

in me."
For the unaware, director Singeetham Srinivasa Rao's 

dream project 'Sing Geetham', envisioned as India’s first 
musical fantasy, released on June 12. The film, which 
has been produced by Nag Ashwin under the prestigious 

banners of Vyjayanthi Movies and Swapna Cinema, fea-
tures actors Ayaan, Ahilya Bamroo, and Shalini Kon-
depudi in the lead.

I had decided I had decided 
to quit cinema to quit cinema 

in 2023in 2023

Shreya 
Flaunts  

Effortless 
Glamour 

Again

Samantha Turns 
Producer to 

Break the Cycle
Samantha is back in the game and is making some 

strong statements. “Female filmmakers have always 
been sidelined. Even though we question this, we still 

cannot break the cycle. Tralala is my way of breaking the cy-
cle,” says filmmaker Samantha, speaking about her banner 
Tralala moving pictures and passion project Maa Inti Ban-
gaaram, directed by Nandini Reddy.

The film marks another significant step in promoting wom-
en-led storytelling in Telugu cinema. Produced under Saman-

tha’s Tralala banner, Maa Inti Bangaaram reflects a conscious 
effort to create more opportunities for women both in front of and 

behind the camera.
Samantha’s statement highlights the challenges female film-

makers continue to face despite growing conversations around 
equality and representation in the industry. Directed by Nan-

dini Reddy, the action-family drama features Samantha in a 
powerful lead role and has already generated considerable 

buzz through its teaser and trailer. The film showcases a 
woman who fights to protect her family while navigating 

a hidden past, blending action, emotion, and family dra-
ma. For Samantha, Tralala is more than just a produc-

tion house, it is a platform to encourage fresh voices 
and challenge long-standing industry norms. By 

backing projects helmed by women and driven by 
strong narratives, she hopes to inspire meaning-

ful change in the filmmaking landscape. With 
anticipation building among audiences, Maa 
Inti Bangaaram is poised to be one of the 
most talked-about releases of the season.

The Percentage 
Issue between 
the Produc-
ers and the 
E x h i b i t o r s 

took a new turn today in 
the Sub-committee meet-
ing. It is already know to our 
readers that the Chamber 
promised 7.5% of the Hiked 
Prices and Additional Rents 
for Premieres for Peddi.  But 
then, Peddi Producer Satish 
Kilaru, now, claims he is not 
aware of the decision and 
the decision has been taken 
unilaterally without his per-
mission. So he says he can 
not honour the commitment. 
Two Meetings happened on 
the issue. In the first meet-
ing, Satish Kilaru attended 
and requested all the stake-
holders to exempt Peddi but 
no decision has been taken 
in that meeting. It is true 
he did not attend the sec-
ond meeting. But Producer 
Naga Vamsi on the behalf of the Producer announced 
5% of the Hiked Prices but the Exhibitors asked for 
7.5%. Naga Vamsi agreed for the same on the behalf 
of the Peddi Producer. On 27th of this month, the 
Chamber released a Press Note and also emailed 
and couriered a letter with the same commitment to 
Vriddhi Cinemas. Producer Satish Kilaru replied to 
that letter on June 15th saying he can not commit. 
Satish Kilaru claims he is not aware of the decision 
as he is busy in the Promotions of the film. And in 
today’s meeting, all the exhibitors objected pro-
ducers response and chamber is expected to take 
a decision soon. On the other hand, Telangana 
Film Chamber General Secretary VL 
Sridhar announced that they would 
implement Percentage System in 
Nizam from July 2nd and will 
screen only those films agree-
ing to it. At this juncture, 
Producer Naga Vamsi fired 
and questioned who is 
Sridhar to Announce. He 
announced that they would 
boycott Sridhar‘s The-
aters and would screen 
films in the remaining 
Theaters.

The next meeting 
will happen fif-
teen days later 
and we will have 
to see where 
this issue goes!

No Clue About  
7.5% Deal, Says 
Peddi Producer
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