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RAJGOPAL
REDDY's OPEN
REVOLT EXPOSES

RIFT IN CONG

HYDERABAD,

JULY 1 |
Fresh  cracks
surfaced in the
ruling  Congress
on Wednesday as
Munugode MLA Komatireddy
Rajgopal Reddy openly criticised
the party leadership over its style
of functioning and key appoint-
ments. Explaining his absence
from the recent Nalgonda meet-
ing, Rajgopal Reddy said decisions
were being taken unilaterally from
Hyderabad without consulting
senior leaders. He expressed re-
sentment over appointments to
the Yadagirigutta Sri Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy Temple trust
board, claiming he was ignored
despite representing the region. "I
am an MLA from the Yadagirigut-
ta region and a senior Congress
leader. How can decisions be made
without seeking my opinion?", he
questioned. The senior MLA said
he had already discussed the is-
sue with Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and would also raise it
with PCC chief B Mahesh Goud
and state in-charge Meenakshi
Natarajan. He alleged that origi-
nal Congress leaders were being
sidelined while newcomers were

dominating the party.
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Boost Revenue, Plug Tax &

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy has instruct-
ed officials to prioritise revenue generation
and to make concerted efforts in this area. On
Wednesday, the Chief Minister convened a re-
view meeting on revenue mobilisation at the
MCRHRD in Hyderabad, attended by Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka, Ministers
Uttam Kumar Reddy and Jupally Krishna
Rao, Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju, Advisors
Ramakrishna Rao, along with senior officials.

During the meeting, the Chief Minister
emphasised the importance of focusing on
revenue mobilisation to meet the targets set
forth in the state budget. He stressed the need
for HMDA and TGIIC officials to concentrate
on this effort. Revanth Reddy noted that it is
crucial to minimise revenue losses in depart-
ments such as Commercial Taxes, Excise, and

| i

JOU . — —

Mining, among others. Furthermore, he pro-
posed establishing a dedicated 'chasing cell' to
maintain ongoing oversight of revenue mobi-
lisation efforts. To enhance performance, he
indicated that individual departments should
improve their operational efficiency.

Revanth Reddy also mentioned that the list
of beneficiaries needs to be linked with the
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) system through
AT technology. He called for the budget to be
focused on finalising pending projects and
current undertakings, with land acquisition
given top priority. The Chief Minister added
that budget planning should be rooted in ac-
tual conditions rather than assumptions.

"The government is prepared to offer all
necessary assistance to different depart-
ments, and there must be diligence in revenue
generation and resource mobilisation," stated
Revanth Reddy.

Women’s empowerment is
strongest foundation for

National development: Gover
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for Inclusive Growth
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Special Panel
to Review
Land Portal
[rregularities

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

The Telangana Government has
constituted a high-level Special Com-
mittee to investigate alleged irregular-
ities in the Dharani and Bhu Bharati
land record portals, Revenue Secre-
tary D.S. Lokesh Kumar announced
on Wednesday. The committee has
been tasked with identifying those re-
sponsible, recommending strict legal
and disciplinary action, and suggest-
ing measures to prevent similar inci-

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla said that
women’s empowerment is the strongest
foundation for building a developed and
inclusive India, and called for collective ef-
forts to ensure that the benefits of economic
growth reach every section of society.

Addressing the inaugural session of the
two-day national conference on communi-
ty-led pathways for inclusive growth, organ-
ised as part of the silver jubilee celebrations
of the Andhra Pradesh Mahila Abhivruddhi
Society (APMAS) at the Dr. MCR HRD In-
stitute, Hyderabad on Wednesday, the Gov-
ernor commended APMAS for its 25-year
journey of promoting community institu-
tions and strengthening rural livelihoods.

Describing the organisation’s Silver Jubi-
lee as more than a milestone in institution-
al growth, the Governor said it symbolised
trust, dedicated service, innovation and so-
cial transformation. He lauded APMAS for
its sustained efforts in empowering women,
farmers and rural communities, and for
emerging as a model for community-driven
development across the country.

Referring to the Self-Help Group (SHG)
movement, Shukla observed that it had
evolved into one of the largest social de-
velopment movements in the world. As of
March 31, 2025, over 170 million rural fam-
ilies had been brought under the SHG net-
work across India, while 14.3 million SHGs
had been linked to the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

dents in the future.

Speaking after a review meeting
chaired by Revenue Minister Pongu-
leti Srinivasa Reddy at the Secretar-
iat, Lokesh Kumar said the ongoing
forensic audit of the Dharani portal
had revealed several serious concerns.
According to the findings presented
during the meeting, the portal’s sys-
tem architecture contained security
vulnerabilities that were allegedly ex-
ploited by certain individuals to make
unauthorized entries through specific
modules.

The Revenue Secretary said the Bhu
Bharati portal, developed by the Na-
tional Informatics Centre (NIC),

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

KTR DARES REVANTH TO PUBLIC DEBATE

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) working president K.T.
Rama Rao (KTR) strongly
condemned Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy's recent remarks
describing Telangana as a
bankrupt state.

Speaking to the media at
Telangana Bhavan on Wednes-
day, KT Rama Rao challenged
the Chief Minister to an open
public debate on the Congress
government's administrative

time.

further declared that if he

Telangana is facing financial
distress, it is solely because
of the corruption and loot by
the Chief Minister, his family
members, Ministers, and Con-
gress leaders.

The BRS working president
said Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy is suffering from a pov-
erty of thought and has consist-
ently been tarnishing Telanga-
na's image. He remarked that
no leader who truly cares for
his state would publicly declare
that it is bankrupt. Yet, Re-

failures, the plight of farmers,
the ongoing agrarian crisis,
and the overall governance of
the state. He said he was pre-
pared to participate in a debate
anywhere in Telangana, at any

"If Revanth Reddy has the
courage, let him decide the
venue, time, and subject of the
debate. I will be there,” KTR
said.

The BRS working president

failed to expose the failures of
the Congress government with
facts and evidence, he would
resign on the spot and perma-
nently retire from politics.
KTR also alleged that if

vanth Reddy repeatedly insults
Telangana by calling it a bank-
rupt state on one occasion, an
AIDS patient on another, and
even a cancer patient, he said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

Leakages: Revant

CM Proposes
Intelligent Traffic

Signal System

MEIL and Analog AI
showcases physical intelli-
gence in traffic management

Hyderabad , July 1: Chief Minister
Shri A Revanth Reddy has proposed the
integration of traffic signals across Hy-
derabad and adopted technology to oper-
ate the signals effectively for hassle free
traffic management. The Chief Minister
emphasized the integration of the system
with AI to regulate traffic flow during
rains. Analog Al Founder and CEO Alex
Kipman and MEIL MD P. Krishna Reddy
met with CM Revanth Reddy at the Bo-
dhi Pavilion in the MCR HRD Institute
today.

During the meeting, the CM made sev-
eral suggestions to the two organizations
in the use of physical intelligence in Hy-
derabad. The Company heads briefed the
CM about Hyderabad traffic pilot project

and how technology could be
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

TRUST. LEGACY. FOREVER.

President Murmu Urges
Graduates to Embrace

Lifelong Learning

ANANTHAPURAM, JULY 1

President Droupadi Murmu on
Wednesday called upon students to
cultivate the courage to explore new
ideas and continuously acquire new
knowledge as she addressed the first
convocation ceremony of the Cen-
tral University of Andhra Pradesh in
Ananthapuramu.

Describing the inaugural convoca-
tion as a defining milestone in the uni-
versity's journey, the President praised
the institution's vision of becoming a
future-ready centre of excellence com-
mitted to the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, particularly quality edu-
cation. She expressed confidence that
the university would play a significant
role in achieving the vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047.

Congratulating the graduating stu-
dents, President Murmu said their
success reflected not only their hard
work but also the sacrifices of their
parents, the guidance of teachers and
the support of society. She urged them

to give back by using their education to

create employment, drive innovation,
serve the public and uplift the under-
privileged.

Highlighting the rapid pace of
technological change, the President
stressed that learning should not end
with a degree. She encouraged stu-
dents to remain adaptable, embrace
emerging technologies and develop
the confidence to pursue new ideas
throughout their lives. She also un-
derlined the importance of ethical
values such as honesty, compassion,
empathy and respect for nature, de-
scribing them as the foundation of
holistic development and responsible
citizenship.

Calling India's youth the nation's
greatest asset, President Murmu said
their creativity, resilience and com-
mitment would be instrumental in
transforming challenges into oppor-
tunities and realising the vision of a
developed India by 2047. She urged
graduates to pursue excellence with
dedication and integrity in whichever
path they choose.

125-Day Joh Guarantee
Begins Under UB-G RAM G Act

NEW DELHI, JULY 1

The Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025 came into force
across the country on Wednesday, pro-
viding eligible rural households with a
statutory guarantee of 125 days of wage
employment annually. This Act replaced
MGNREGA. Calling it "a historic day for
rural India", Union Rural Development
and Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare Min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said the new
law marks a transformative step towards

strengthening rural livelihoods, creating
durable assets, promoting women-led de-
velopment and building a self-reliant rural
economy. The Act seeks to make rural em-
ployment more effective, transparent and
outcome-oriented while accelerating the
creation of durable rural assets, conserva-
tion of natural resources, enhancement of
agricultural productivity, livelihood pro-
motion and women-led development.

Along with the rollout of the Act, the
Centre notified revised wage rates under
the scheme.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >
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Govt Seeks Clarity on

SER NA

NEW DELHI, JULY 1:

The Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY)
has issued a notice to Meta, seek-
ing a detailed explanation within
three days over WhatsApp’s new-
ly announced username feature,
citing concerns over its potential
misuse in cyber fraud, phishing
and impersonation scams.

The ministry has also directed
WhatsApp not to roll out the fea-
ture until consultations with the
government are completed and
its concerns are adequately ad-
dressed.

WhatsApp on Monday an-
nounced that users would soon be
able to communicate using unique
usernames instead of sharing their
phone numbers, a move aimed at
enhancing user privacy. The fea-
ture is expected to be rolled out
gradually later this year.

According to the notice, the
government fears that the user-
name system could be exploited
by fraudsters to impersonate in-
dividuals, government agencies,
financial institutions and public
authorities by creating deceptive
usernames resembling genuine
identities.

The Department of Telecom-
munications (DoT) has also raised
concerns that the feature could
undermine its SIM-binding di-
rective, which requires messaging
platforms to link user accounts
to verified SIM cards to improve
traceability and curb cybercrime.
Officials said usernames could
make it more difficult for law en-
forcement agencies to identify

.

MES
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offenders, particularly those oper-
ating with foreign numbers or fake
identities.

The DoT further reiterated its

directive requiring web-based
versions of messaging platforms
to log users out periodically and
mandate re-authentication every
six hours to strengthen security.

Responding to the government’s
concerns, Meta clarified that us-
ernames would not replace phone
numbers on WhatsApp. A phone
number will remain mandatory
for registration and use of the plat-
form, while usernames will serve
only as an additional privacy fea-
ture.

Meta also said it has built mul-
tiple safeguards into the feature,
including reserving usernames
for high-profile individuals, gov-
ernment entities and verified ac-
counts to prevent impersonation.
The company added that users
would need to know the exact us-
ername to initiate contact, while
systems are in place to detect abu-
sive behaviour, limit unsolicited
messages and identify suspicious
accounts.

WhatsApp said the feature is
not yet live and will be introduced
in phases later this year, including
in India.

SPECIAL

02

GST @ 9: CJ CALLS FOR
STRONGER DISPUTE RESOLUTION,

TAXPAYER AWARENESS

<
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HYDERABAD, JULY 1

GST Day 2026 was celebrated here
on Wednesday, marking nine years
of the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
regime, with speakers highlighting its
role in transforming India's indirect
tax system and calling for further re-
forms to strengthen taxpayer confi-
dence.

Addressing the event as the chief
guest, Chief Justice of Telangana High
Court Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh,
described GST as a landmark reform
that has simplified indirect taxation
through digitalisation, uniformity and
cooperative federalism. While tech-
nology has modernised tax adminis-
tration, it has also created fresh legal

I

challenges involving digital notices,
Input Tax Credit (ITC) and appeal
timelines, he noted. The Chief Jus-
tice suggested introducing amnesty
schemes for time-barred appeals, an
online dispute resolution mechanism
through the GSTN portal and wider
tax literacy programmes to reduce
litigation and encourage voluntary
compliance. He stressed that honest
tax compliance is vital for building a
transparent and self-reliant India.
Chief Commissioner of Central Tax
& Customs, Hyderabad Zone, Arun
Kumar, said monthly GST collections
have more than doubled since the tax
regime was introduced in 2017, while
the taxpayer base has grown from
around 60 lakh to over 1.65 crore. He

g |

also highlighted Hyderabad CGST
Zone's growth in revenue collections
and taxpayer registrations.

Arun Kumar said faster refund pro-
cessing, stronger coordination among
GST agencies and the operationali-
sation of the GST Appellate Tribunal
would help improve taxpayer services
and speed up dispute resolution.

Padma Shri awardee and actor Dr
K Brahmanandam, the guest of hon-
our, urged citizens to fulfil their tax
responsibilities, saying timely GST
payment is a shared contribution to
nation-building. The programme was
attended by senior CBIC officials, Cen-
tral and State GST officers, tax profes-
sionals, industry representatives and
legal experts.

CM LOSING SLEEP OVER

BJP's RISE: NRR

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

Telangana BJP president N Ramchander Rao on Wednesday
alleged that Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy was "frustrated and
scared of losing power" following BJP national president Nitin
Nabin's visit to Telangana.

Having chit chat with the media on the occasion of completing
one year as state BJP chief, Rao said Revanth Reddy was rattled
by BJP's allegations over the alleged "RR Tax", diversion of state
funds to the "Delhi Darbar", and the Musi Riverfront Project. He
asserted that the people would reject the Congress government
just as they had voted out the previous BRS regime.

Quoting the BJP slogan, "Jitna Keechad Uchaaloge, Utna Ka-
mal Khilega" (the more mud you sling, more the lotus will bloom),
Rao thanked party leaders and workers for strengthening the or-
ganisation and expressed confidence that the BJP would form the
next government in Telangana. There was a need to work hard re-
lentlessly to help BJP to come to power in the next assembly elec-
tions, he told the party members.

CM REVANTH's WORDS REFLECT
FEAR OF DEFEAT: HARISH RAO

Karimnagar, July 1: Former minister and BRS leader T Har-
ish Rao on Wednesday claimed that Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy was "scared of losing power" and accused the Congress
government of betraying farmers. Addressing a BRS workers'
meeting in Karimnagar, Harish Rao alleged that the government
had failed to implement its promises on farm loan waiver, Rythu
Bandhu, power supply and compensation to farmers' families. He
also demanded immediate utilisation of the Kaleshwaram lift ir-
rigation project to provide irrigation water and protect crops. The
BRS leader urged the party workers to remain vigilant during the
ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, alleging
there was a risk that the two governments might conspire to delete
the opposition party votes here just as is happening in other states.
He called upon booth-level workers to ensure every eligible voter
completed the enrolment process.

Karimnagar MLA and former Minister Gangula Kamalakar,
former Minister Koppula Eshwar, former MLAs Rasamayi Balak-
ishan and Sunke Ravishankar, former ZP Chairperson Tula Uma
along with numerous other local leaders and the party workers
participated in the meeting.

Ready to resign
if debt figures wrong: Jupally

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

i BRS administration.

“MISSION K-100” TO

If the

STREAMLINE KHARIF
PROCUREMENT

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY
UNDER SCANNER IN

Minister for Tourism and
culture, Excise Jupally Krishna
Rao strongly criticised BRS
working president KT Rama
Rao for making unfounded ac-
cusations against the Congress
government.

During a press briefing at the
CLP media center in the As-
sembly on Wednesday, Jupally
Krishna Rao, accompanied by
MLAs Veerapalli Shankar and
Rajesh Reddy, asserted that KT
Rama Rao was disseminating
misleading information by dis-
torting the truth and alleging
that 200 crore was allocated

CM Proposes Intelligent Traffi

»FROM PAGE 1

utilized for immediate solu-
tions to the challenges facing
in the urban areas. They also
outlined their vision for "Next
Generation Intelligent Infra-
structure” and solutions based
on "Physical Intelligence,"
which are essential for future
generations.

Further, Kipman and

Krishna Reddy

explained how physical in-
telligence—sensors and robot-
ics—could help develop safe,
efficient, and responsive urban
transportation systems. The
meeting highlighted the poten-
tial for creating "Cognitive Cit-
ies"—urban environments ca-
pable of tasks such as adjusting
traffic signal systems based on
real-time congestion, detecting
and repairing water leaks in
advance, managing power sup-
ply according to demand, and
clearing paths for ambulances
and fire tenders during emer-

W = )
for the Chief Minister's camp
office.

He urged KT Rama Rao to
stop making unfounded as-
sertions and misleading the
public.

"Over %8 lakh crore in debt
was accumulated under the

gencies.

Both organizations high-
lighted emerging technologies
to address the needs of rapidly
growing cities by enhancing gov-
ernment operational efficiency,
improving citizen services, and
facilitating data-driven infra-
structure planning.

On this occasion, Analog
and MEIL signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
in the presence of the Chief
Minister. The joint venture

figures I presented are proven
incorrect, I will resign from
my position as an MLA. I am
willing to go to the BRS party
office; if my calculations are
wrong, I will submit my resig-
nation to the Speaker. Are you
willing to engage in a debate on
this?" challenged Jupally Kr-
ishna Rao.

The Minister emphasised
that the public will not be de-
ceived by such misleading
rhetoric. He reaffirmed his
confidence that the Congress
party will regain power in the
upcoming Assembly elections
in Telangana.

% |

will play an important role in
strengthening mutual techni-
cal cooperation and fostering
innovation-led infrastructure
development. Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka,
Ministers Uttam Kumar Reddy
and Jupally Krishna Rao, Chief
Secretary Sanjay Jaju, Advisor
K Ramakrishna Rao, and B
Ajith Reddy (CEO of Invest and
Additional MD of Hyderabad
Metro Rail) participated in the
meeting.

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

The Telangana Civil Supplies De-
partment on Wednesday launched
“Mission K-100”, a 100-day action plan
aimed at ensuring smooth procure-
ment operations for the Kharif 2026-27
season by strengthening grain storage,
logistics and financial management.

Commissioner of Civil Supplies M
Stephen Raveendra, chaired a high-level
coordination meeting with FCI general
manager G.N. Raju here at Civil Supplies
Bhavan, urging the Food Corporation of
India to allocate additional storage space
for quick evacuation of pending grain
stocks and release long-pending finan-

cial dues. Mission K-100 focuses on five

key areas - expediting Custom Milled

mechanisation, and

Tracking System (VLTS).

the new crop.

Women's empowerment 1s...

»FROM PAGE 1

banking system, collectively
accessing credit exceeding 33.04
lakh crore. He said the achieve-
ment represented not merely
financial inclusion but also the
emergence of women’s leader-
ship, rural entrepreneurship and
grassroots social transformation.

Highlighting Telangana’s
achievements, the Governor said
APMAS had played a significant
role in strengthening the State’s
women’s Self-Help Groups by
supporting more than six lakh
SHGs, 23,000 federations and
nearly 6.7 million women mem-
bers. He also acknowledged the
organisation’s contribution to the
establishment of Stree Nidhi, the
community-owned financial in-
stitution that has become a vital
source of affordable credit for ru-
ral women. According to the Gov-
ernor, as of March 31, 2026, Stree
Nidhi had extended loans exceed-
ing 25,000 crore to nearly 3.2

million members, significantly
improving access to institutional
finance in rural areas.

The Governor further noted
that APMAS is presently support-
ing 86 Farmer Producer Organi-
sations (FPOs), benefiting nearly
40,000 small and marginal farm-
ers by strengthening agricultural
value chains and enhancing their
livelihoods.

Referring to Telangana’s long-
term vision of becoming a US$3
trillion economy by 2047 under
the “Telangana Rising—2047"
initiative, Shiv Pratap Shukla
stressed the need for coordinated
efforts by governments, commu-
nity institutions and civil society.

He called for greater empha-
sis on natural farming, water
conservation, value addition in
agriculture, climate-resilient
technologies and strengthening
Farmer Producer Organisations
to achieve sustainable rural de-
velopment.

Rice (CMR) delivery to FCI, phased pad-
dy auctions to improve liquidity, recovery
of pending central funds, modernization
of Paddy Procurement Centres through
strengthening
transportation with expanded vehicle
fleets and a real-time Vehicle Location

The action plan was formally rolled
out through a video conference attend-
ed by the District Managers (DMs) and
District Civil Supplies Officers (DCSOs),
with the objective of completing critical
preparatory work before the arrival of

RPF RETURNS LOST UALUABLES

WORTH Rs.2.24 (R IN SIX MONTHS
HYDERABAD, JULY 1

The Railway Protection Force (RPF),
Secunderabad Division, has recovered and
returned lost passenger belongings worth
more than Rs.2.24 crore during January
- June 2026 under its flagship "Operation
Amanat".

According to the RPF, valuables worth
Rs.2,24,12,510 were restored to passengers
in 658 cases during the six-month period.
Since January 2024, the division has suc-
cessfully resolved 2,747 cases, recovering
property valued at over Rs.7.28 crore.

The recovered items included luggage,
electronic gadgets, jewellery, cash and
important personal documents. The op-
eration relies on an integrated system of
extensive CCTV surveillance, rapid trac-
ing through reservation records and strict
verification procedures before returning
recovered property to owners. Senior Di-
visional Security Commissioner Alakunta
Naveen Kumar said the initiative reflects
the RPF's commitment to public service,
noting that a forgotten bag often contains
a person's hard-earned savings or essential
documents.

KTR DARES REVANTH TO PUBLIC DEBATE

125-Day Joh Guarantee...

»FROM PAGE 1

The minimum daily wage has been
fixed at Rs.300 across the country, while
the national average wage has increased
by over 10% from Rs.298.8 to Rs.327.4
per day. Several states, including Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Himachal
Pradesh, have received wage hikes rang-
ing from 15% to 25%.

To ensure smooth implementation, the
Centre has released an interim allocation
of Rs.95,692.31 crore to states and Union
Territories for employment generation,
timely wage payments and execution of
development works.

A national launch event will be held
on July 2 at Mukkavaripalle village in
Andhra Pradesh's Tirupati district. The
programme will be attended by Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu, Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan, Union Ministers of State Chandra
Sekhar Pemmasani and Kamlesh Paswan,
among others. The event will include the
distribution of Rural Employment Guar-
antee Cards, launch of the VB-G RAM G
software platform, release of official publi-
cations, beneficiary interactions and inau-
guration of initiatives aimed at ensuring
effective implementation of the new Act.

»FROM PAGE 1

The BRS leader said no
other Chief Minister in the
country speaks so derogatori-
ly about the very state he rep-
resents.

Referring to Revanth Red-
dy's frequent visits to New
Delhi, KT Rama Rao ques-
tioned why the Chief Minis-
ter had travelled to Delhi 72
times in just 30 months de-
spite repeatedly claiming that
Telangana receives no respect
there.

He demanded that Revanth
explain whom he was pleading

with during those visits and
asserted that if the Chief Min-
ister was genuinely commit-
ted to Telangana, he should
remain in the state for the
next two-and-a-half years and
focus entirely on governance.
Rejecting the Chief Minis-
ter's claim that Telangana is
bankrupt, KTR said the state
had emerged as one of India's
most prosperous under the
leadership of K. Chandrashek-
ar Rao (KCR). Agricultural
production, farmers' incomes,
and irrigation had more than
doubled during the BRS gov-

ernment, making Revanth
Reddy's statements complete-
ly baseless, he said.

The BRS leader alleged that
people across the country are
not looking down upon Telan-
gana but are instead rejecting
Revanth Reddy because of his
own reputation.

Countering allegations re-
garding state debt, KTR said
the Union Government itself
had informed Parliament, in
response to a question raised
by BJP MP Raghunandan
Rao, that Telangana's out-
standing debt stood at around

X2.7 lakh crore. Despite this,
Revanth Reddy continues to
make contradictory claims
by citing figures of X6 lakh
crore, X7 lakh crore, and even
%8 lakh crore. He accused the
Chief Minister of deliberately
misrepresenting the state's fi-
nances and interest payments
to portray Telangana as bank-

rupt.
BRS MLAs Sabitha Indra
Reddy, Talasani Srinivas

Yadav and KP. Vivekananda
and other leaders were also
present in the press confer-
ence.

RAJENDRANAGAR

Hyderabad, July 1: Rajendran-
agar Traffic Police conducted a com-
prehensive safety inspection of private
school transport under the directions
of DCP Traffic-IIT Rahul Hegde. The
inspection was carried out by CH.
Raju, SHO Rajendranagar Traffic PS,
along with a team of deputed Sub-In-
spectors (SIs) and Assistant Sub-In-
spectors (ASIs). The initiative aims to
ensure the highest standards of safety
for school children during their daily
transit and to streamline traffic man-
agement around educational institu-
tions. During the extensive drive, the

team verified the driving licenses of
school bus drivers alongside essential
vehicle documents, including Fitness
Certificates (FC), Registration Certif-
icates (RC), insurance, and pollution
certificates. The team also inspected
parking facilities, boarding and de-
boarding points, reviewed the func-
tioning of Road Safety Committees,
and monitored traffic management
by school staff during peak hours.
School managements were instructed
to immediately rectify deficiencies and
strictly comply with transport safety
norms.

¢ Signal System

Special Panel
to Review
Land Portal
[rregularities

»FROM PAGE 1

is based on a technology architecture
similar to Dharani and could therefore be
susceptible to comparable security flaws.
The government also suspects that indi-
viduals involved in developing modules for
the Dharani portal may have played a role
in these irregularities.

To thoroughly examine the issue, the
government has appointed a Special Com-
mittee comprising senior IAS and IPS of-
ficers, cybersecurity experts, and officials
from the National Informatics Centre and
the Registration & Stamps Department.
The panel includes Medchal-Malkajgiri
Collector Mikkilineni Manu Chowdary,
Sangareddy Collector Prateek Jain, Joint
Secretary (IT&C) Anudeep Durishetty,
Telangana Cyber Security Bureau officer
Harsha Vardhan, CMRO Project Director
Apoorv Chauhan, ITDA Utnoor Project
Officer Manda Makarand, Telangana CIB
Cyber Crimes DSP A. Sampath, Registra-
tion & Stamps DIG M. Subhashini, and
NIC Senior Director (IT) A. Srinivasa Sub-
ba Rao.

Acting on the directions of Minister
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy, the govern-
ment has also instructed the National In-
formatics Centre to develop a completely
new system architecture that meets the
highest cybersecurity standards. The
committee has been asked to submit its
report within 15 days. Based on its find-
ings, the government will initiate further
action. Reiterating the government’s com-
mitment, Lokesh Kumar said there would
be no compromise on the security, integ-
rity, and transparency of Telangana’s land
records.
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CITY BEAT

Journalists Submit Gomplaint to 1&PR
Gommissioner Alleging Harassment

] |

m Vindictive Actions
by Medchal DPRO

MEDCHAL,JULY 1

A group of journalists from Medchal—
Malkajgiri district on Wednesday sub-
mitted a formal complaint to Informa-
tion and Public Relations (I&PR) Com-
missioner Mukunda Reddy and Joint
Director Jagan, seeking an inquiry into
the alleged harassment and vindictive
actions of Medchal District Public Rela-
tions Officer (DPRO) Swarnalatha.

In their complaint, the journalists
alleged that the DPRO has been act-
ing in a biased and arbitrary manner,
particularly in the constitution of the
District Accreditation Committee and
the issuance of journalist accreditation
cards. They stated that undue prefer-
ence was given to a particular com-
munity and a single journalists' union
while constituting the Accreditation
Committee, ignoring fair represen-
tation. They further pointed out that

several newspapers had already pub-
lished reports highlighting irregular-
ities in the committee's formation and
requested a thorough inquiry into the
matter. The complainants also alleged
that the DPRO has been deliberately
targeting journalists during the accred-
itation process by creating unnecessary
hurdles and behaving discourteously.
They stated that despite newspapers
fulfilling the eligibility criteria under
Government Order (G.0.) No. 252 and

M=
submitting applications through their
authorized representatives, there has
been an inordinate delay in issuing ac-
creditation cards.

The journalists further alleged that
even the accreditation cards already
approved have not been distributed,
causing serious inconvenience. They
also claimed that bus pass approvals
linked to accredited journalists are
being withheld without justification as
part of vindictive actions.

The complaint also stated that the
DPRO lacks adequate professional
knowledge in issuing official press re-
leases, resulting in errors that create
difficulties for journalists. They alleged
that instead of addressing shortcom-
ings pointed out by media persons, the
officer has resorted to personal vendet-
ta against those who questioned her
functioning.

The journalists emphasized that
Medchal-Malkajgiri, being one of the
largest districts adjacent to Hyderabad,
requires an efficient and competent
DPRO to effectively publicize the State
Government's welfare and develop-
ment programmes. They urged the
Commissioner to conduct a fair inquiry
into the allegations and initiate appro-
priate action against the DPRO.

Journalists' union leaders including
Merugu Chandramohan, Belide Ashok
Gupta, Muthyam Mukesh Goud, Vasu
Kumar, and Venugopal Reddy, among
others, were present while submitting
the complaint.

Grand Celebration of the 9th GST Day

Chief Justice Highlights
GST's Role in Nation Building

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

The gth GST Day 2026 was celebrated
with great enthusiasm in Hyderabad
today, marking nine years since the im-
plementation of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST)—one of India’s most signifi-
cant indirect tax reforms.

The Hon’ble Chief Justice of the Tel-
angana High Court, Justice Aparesh
Kumar Singh, attended the event as
the Chief Guest. Addressing the gath-
ering, he described GST, introduced on
July 1, 2017, as a landmark reform that
transformed India’s indirect taxation
system. He said that through digitaliza-
tion, uniformity, and the spirit of coop-
erative federalism, GST has simplified
the country’s indirect tax structure,
making tax administration more trans-
parent, efficient, and taxpayer-friendly.

The Chief Justice observed that while
technology-driven compliance has
modernized tax administration, it has

also created new legal and procedural
challenges related to digital notices, In-
put Tax Credit (ITC), and appeal time-
lines. Stressing the need for continuous
awareness and capacity-building ini-
tiatives, he urged taxpayers, legal pro-
fessionals, and tax officials to remain
well-prepared to adapt to the evolving
GST framework.

To further strengthen the GST eco-
system, Justice Singh suggested several
reforms, including;:

An amnesty scheme for time-barred
appeals.

An online dispute resolution mecha-
nism through the GSTN portal.

Expanded tax literacy and awareness
programs.

He said these measures would help
reduce litigation and encourage volun-
tary tax compliance. He emphasized
that taxpayers, tax professionals, and
tax administrators must work togeth-
er to build a stronger GST framework,
adding that honest tax compliance is
essential for creating a strong, trans-
parent, and self-reliant India.

Speaking on the occasion, Arun Ku-
mar, Chief Commissioner of Central
Tax & Customs, Hyderabad Zone, said
GST has transformed India’s indirect
tax system over the past nine years by
strengthening tax compliance, promot-
ing digital governance, and improving
ease of doing business.

Highlighting GST's achieve-
ments, he noted that:

Monthly GST collections have more
than doubled since the tax was intro-
duced in 2017. The number of registered
taxpayers has increased from around 6
million (60 lakh) to over 16.5 million
(1.65 crore). He also praised the Hy-
derabad CGST Zone for its outstanding
performance, citing significant growth
in tax collections and taxpayer registra-
tions. Arun Kumar further highlighted
several taxpayer-centric initiatives, in-
cluding:

Faster processing of tax refunds
Better coordination among Central
GST, State GST, and GST Intelligence

agencies. The establishment of the GST
Appellate Tribunal, which he welcomed
as an important step toward faster res-
olution of tax disputes.

He emphasized the importance of
taxpayer awareness and infrastruc-
ture development and called for con-
tinued cooperation among taxpayers,
businesses, tax professionals, and tax
authorities to build a transparent, effi-
cient, and inclusive tax system that sup-
ports India’s economic growth.

Padma Shri awardee and renowned
actor Dr. K. Brahmanandam attended
the event as the Guest of Honour. He
said that he has consistently paid GST
without delay or default and empha-
sized that paying taxes honestly is a
shared responsibility that contributes
to nation-building. The event was at-
tended by senior officials of the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC), officers from the Central GST
and State GST departments, tax pro-
fessionals, representatives from trade
and industry, legal experts, and other
stakeholders.
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GITAM Hyderabad Graduation Ceremony on Aug I

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

GITAM Deemed to be Univer-
sity, Hyderabad, is all set to
celebrate its 17th Graduation
Ceremony on Saturday, August
1, 2026, marking a significant
milestone in the academic

i journey of its graduating stu-

dents. The announcement was
made by Dr. Gunasekaran D.,
Registrar, GITAM, through
an official press release is-

EASTERN RAILWAY

Open Tender Notice No.: 28-SDSTE-
ASN-2026-27, dated 30.06.2026.
Sr. Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer,
Eastern Railway, Asansol Division, Station
Road, Asansol, Pin-713301 invites
e-Tender for the following work. Name of
Work/Location: "Asansol Division -
Interlocking of Level Crossing Gates
having TVU more than 10000 in Andal-
Sainthia, Deoghar-Dumka, Mohanpur Jn.-
Hansdiha Section in Asansol Division and
Interlocking of Level Crossing Gates
having TVU more than 10000 in Andal-
Bara Bani, Andal/LC-Bakhtarnagar,
Madhupur-Giridih Section in Asansol
Division.". Tender Value: Rs.
14,78,98,341.23. Earnest Money: Rs.
29,58,000/-. Completion period of the
work: 18 months from the date of issue
of LOA. Date and time of Closing of the
tender: 22.07.2026 at 15.00 hrs. Website
particulars: http://www.ireps.gov.in/.
ASN-158/2026-27
Tender Notices are also available at Website
www.er.indianrailways.gov.injwww.ireps.gov.in

Follow us at: B @EasternRailway|
@ @casternrailwayheadquarter

IN THE COURT OF THE HON'BLE 3rd
SENIOR CIVIL JUDGE: CITY CIVIL COURT:
AT : SECUNDERABAD

S.0.P.No. 09 of 2026
Between : Venaz Singh W/o Brij Pal Singh,
D/o Noshir Gustasp Jalnawala, Aged about
65 years Occ: Household, R/o B-24, 1st Floor,
Sector -48, Gautham Buddha Nagar, Noida,
U.P-201301. ...Petitioner And
1. The Head Post Office, Krishna complex,
Rashtrapati Road, kalasiguda, ~ Secundera
bad- 500003,
Rep. by its Sr. Post Master.

2. All Concerned

..Respondents
ToAll concerned (R2)

NOTICE

The petitioner herein had filed the above peti-
tion for Grant of Succession Certificate of late
Nawsha Noshir Jalnawala against all con-
cerned (R2). The Hon'ble Court was pleased
to order for substitute service for any objec-
tions from anybody and posted the matter to
20-07-2026.

Hence, if any one got any objections are
requested to appear before the above said
Hon'ble Court at 10:30 a.m. on the said date
either personally or through your authorized
counsel, for submitting your claim or otherwise
the matter will be adjudicated as per law.

Hence, this notice.
(BY ORDER OF THE COURT)

M.T.SRINIVAS KUMAR

YMEHAR SREE

B.GAJANAND, ADVOCATES
Upparpally, Hyderabad, 9247474763.

sued on Wednesday. Students
who have successfully com-
pleted their Undergraduate
(UG), Postgraduate (PG), and
Ph.D. programmes during
the 2025-26 academic year
are eligible to participate in
the graduation ceremony.
The event will bring together
graduates from a wide range
of disciplines, including En-
gineering, Management, Sci-
ence, Pharmacy, Humanities,

COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL
MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

Bid No. GEM/2026/B/7719390 Dated:
28-06-2026. Works tenders through “E”
Tendering system for and on behalf of
the president of India are invited for the
works as detailed below:- Name of work:
Custom Bid for Service- Comprehensive
Annual Maintenance Contract for
Parcel Management System equipment
ie Thin Client, Electronic Weighing
Machine with its yearly calibration, PW
Bill Printer, Report Print. Estimated
Value: 312,56,671/-. Earnest Money:
325,200/-. Bid End Date & time: At
16.00 hrs. & opening at 16.30 hrs. on
21-07-2026. The complete information
with tender documents of above
e-tender will be available in the website
www.GeM.gov.in
DRM (C), Alipurduar Jn.
ORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

Track Machine Unit / Royapuram / Chennai

details

Track machine unit / Royapuram / Chennai E-Tender Notice No.
TMC-RPM-04 of 2026 & TMC-RPM-05 of 2026 Dt 30.06.2026
Deputy Chief Engineer / Track Machines / Royapuram / Chennai
for and on behalf of the President of India invites ONLINE tenders
for the following works as per tender notice and Complete
are given in our e-tender portal

and Architecture, to celebrate
their academic accomplish-
ments. Eligible graduates
are requested to submit their
applications to participate
in the Graduation Ceremony
between July 3 and July 17,
2026. For registration and
detailed guidelines regard-
ing the graduation ceremony,
candidates are advised to vis-
it the official GITAM website
www.gitam.edu.

ENGINEERING WORKS

Tender No. DY-CE-C-APDJ-
Survey2026-1; Dated: 29-06-2026.
Open tender in sealed cover is invited
through IREPS website for the following
works from the reputed contractors/
Firms. Name of work: Conducting
topographical survey, fixing of alignment
on ground, preparation of L-sections,
yard ESPs, preparation of proposals for
land acquisition, processing for approval
of forest diversion, tree cutting, wildlife
conservation plan etc and ancillary works
in connection with Chalsa-Naxal (19.85
Km) New line. Tender Value:
%1,58,57,008.92; Earnest Money:
%3,17,200.00; E-tender will be closed at
12:00 hrs. on 20-07-2026 and opened
at 12:00 hrs. on 20-07-2026. For details
please visit www.ireps.gov.in.

Dy.CE (Con) / Alipurduar Jn.

Northeast Frontier Railway
(Construction Organisation)

"Serving Customers with a smile”

www.ireps.gov.in

Tender No. TMC-RPM-2026-1-PCCM-T-28

years 2026-27, 2027-28

(1) Name of work : Annual Maintenance Contract (AMC) for supply
of spares and services for Colmar Make PCCM for Two Financial

Appx. value of the work (Rs. in Lakhs) : 670/-

Amount of EMD (in Rs.) : 485000/-

Completion period of work : 24 months.

Tender No. TMC-RPM-2025-4-PCCM-T-28

years 2026-27, 2027-28

(2) Name of work : Annual Maintenance Contract (AMC) for supply
of spares and services for Ameca Make PCCM for Two Financial

Appx. value of the work (Rs. in Lakhs) : 340/-

Amount of EMD (in Rs.) : 320400/-

Completion period of work : 24 months.

SI.No. 01 Tender Closing Date and Time : 24.07.2026 at 15.00 hrs.
SI.No. 02 Tender Closing Date and Time : 24.07.2026 at 15.00 hrs.

Note : It is the responsibility of the tenderer to check any Corrigendum
issued for any correction or modifications uploaded subsequently in
website, the same shall be taken into account while submitting Tender.

Deputy Chief Engineer, Track Machine/ Royapuram,
For and on behalf of the President of India.

NAGARJUNA

(ood News for Outsourcing and Contract Employees

m Salaries Credited
on the First of the

and other government-af-
filiated institutions receive

orarium-based employees
receive their salaries with-

partments by the 25th of ev-
ery month. The verification,

Month their salaries on the firstday  out delay. audit, and authorization
of every month. As part of implementing  process must be completed
HYDERABAD, JULY 1 Following the Chief Min- these directions, the Fi- by the last working day of

the month.

On Wednesday, the Chief
Minister reviewed the im-
plementation of these or-

ister’s instructions, the Fi-

nance Department recently

nance Department released issued a circular to all de-

the salaries on Wednesday. partments and divisions.
Recognizing that delays The circular provides

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has fulfilled his
promise regarding the time-

STRONG EPOXY FOR

ly payment of salaries to in salary payments were clear guidelines to prevent ders with Finance Depart-
outsourcing and contract causing hardships for em- delays in the submission, ment officials. A N Y S E AS O N o A N Y R E AS O N
employees. The Telangana ployees, Chief Minister Re-  verification, audit, and au- Officials informed the

Chief Minister that sala-
ries had been credited on
Wednesday for employees of
all departments whose sal-
ary bills had been received
for this month.

vanth Reddy treated the is-
sue as a priority. He recently
directed officials to ensure
that, along with regular em-
ployees, contract workers,
outsourcing staff, and hon-

thorization of salary bills.
Departments have been
instructed to submit salary
and remuneration bills to
the Treasury, Pay and Ac-
counts, and Accounts De-

government has taken steps
to ensure that employees
working on an outsourcing
or contract basis in govern-
ment departments, corpora-
tions, societies, universities,

Telangana Higher Education’s Landmark Visit to
Germany, Paves Way for Academic Collaboration

Dr Srinivas Vooradi
HYDERABAD

A high-level delegation from
the Higher Education De-
partment of the Government
of Telangana has success-
fully concluded half of the
week-long visit to Germany,
marking a significant step
towards the international-
ization of higher education
in the State. The delegation

Commitment to
Internationalization
The leadership of the Higher
Education Department reit-
erated the Telangana govern-
ment's strong commitment
to internationalization. They
expressed keenness to estab-
lish long-term, sustainable
collaborations with the Ger-
man institutions and pledged
to take all necessary steps to
realize this vision, which aligns
with the State's goal of becom-

led by Secretary of Education A Schedule of Engage- higher education. ing a premier education hub.
Dr. Yogita Rana visited three ~ment and Exploration "We are incredibly optimistic
premier German universities The delegation's itinerary Forging Strong about the positive outcomes of
from June 29 to July 1, 2026  was designed for deep immer- Academic Ties this visit. We believe that in a

to explore avenues for robust
academic and research col-
laborations. The delegation
comprised Vice-Chancellors
of five major State universi-
ties -Osmania University, Ka-
katiya University, Mahatma
Gandhi University, Palamuru
University, and Satavahana
University along with senior
officers from the Higher Ed-
ucation Department, faculty
members from universities,
representatives from govern-
ment degree and polytechnic
colleges and Dr Soundarya
Joseph Project Officer of
RUSA.

sion into the German academ- The
ic ecosystem. The visit com-
menced on June 29 at RWTH
Aachen University, a leading
technical university. Subse-
quent engagements were held
on June 30 at Ostfalia Universi-
ty of Applied Sciences followed
by a visit to the University of
Gottingen on July 1. At each in-
stitution, the delegation toured
state-of-the-art
and centers of excellence, gain-
ing first-hand insight into cut-
ting-edge research, academic
programs, teaching method-
ologies, and the collaborative
spirit that defines German

laboratories

discussions focused
on establishing multifacet-
ed collaborations, including
the setting up of dual-degree
courses, student and faculty
exchange programs, and spe-
cialized short-term courses.
A key outcome of the visit was
the exchange of Letters of In-
tent with the State universities
represented in the delegation.
Significantly, RWTH Aachen
University has expressed a
firm intent to sign a formal
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with Osmania Uni-
versity signalling a potential
flagship partnership.

very short time, students from
Telangana's higher education
institutions will gain unparal-
leled opportunities for global
learning and research," stated
Dr Yogita Rana. This landmark
visit is expected to significantly
enhance the quality of high-
er education in Telangana by
providing students and faculty
with access to world-class ac-
ademic resources and interna-
tional exposure. The success-
ful exchange of intents and the
prospect of future MoUs mark
the beginning of a new chapter
in Indo-German academic re-
lations at the State level.

® TOLL-FREE NUMBER: 040 45474612

ENQUIRE NOW
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TELANGANA

No Compromise on Quality
of Telangana Public Schools

m Speed Up Construction
Works: Education
Commission

B Commission Members
Direct Completion of TPS
Projects Within Three
Months

VANGOOR/POLKAMPALLY, JULY 1

The Telangana Government has set a
target of completing the construction
of its prestigious Telangana Public
Schools (TPS) within the stipulated
timeframe to make them available for
students at the earliest.

As part of this effort, Telangana
State Education Commission members
Dr. Charakonda Venkatesh and Josh-
na Shiva Reddy inspected the ongoing
construction works at the TPS cam-
puses in Vangoor and Polkampally in
Nagarkurnool district. They instructed
officials to complete the projects with-
in the next three months without com-
promising on quality.

The Commission members reviewed
the progress of school buildings, class-
rooms, laboratories, administrative
blocks, playgrounds, drinking water
facilities, sanitation infrastructure,
internal roads, and compound walls.
They directed officials to ensure that
every aspect of the construction ad-
heres to government quality standards
and creates an ideal learning environ-
ment for future generations.

Later, they held a review meeting
with members of the School Manage-
ment Committees (SMCs), engineering
officials, architects, and contractors to
assess the progress of the works. They
instructed the teams to prepare clear
work divisions, assign responsibilities,
and implement daily action plans to
accelerate construction. The Commis-
sion stressed that there should be no
compromise on quality and that the
government-prescribed deadline must
be met under all circumstances.

During the review, SMC members
informed the Commission that slab
works for Blocks A, B, C, and D at the
Polkampally TPS had been complet-

ed. At the Vangoor TPS, the Commis-
sion directed officials to further expe-
dite the ongoing construction while
maintaining strict quality standards
through continuous monitoring.

SMC members assured the Commis-
sion of full cooperation and said they
would coordinate locally to ensure the
timely completion of the projects. The
Commission also observed that delays

in certain works were due to pending
decisions at the architectural level and
instructed architects, engineers, and
SMC members to improve coordina-
tion with the concerned authorities to
speed up construction.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Charakonda Venkatesh said Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy had launched
the Telangana Public Schools initiative
with the vision of providing quality ed-
ucation to every student. He said Tel-
angana is emerging as a state that is
modernising government education on
an unprecedented scale, with the goal
of providing corporate-level educa-
tional facilities in government schools
and creating world-class opportunities
for rural students.

Dr. Venkatesh said he would revis-
it the schools next week to review the
progress once again. He emphasized
the need to assign clear responsibilities
to every stakeholder and complete the
works within the stipulated timeline
without compromising on quality.

Officials from various departments,
Engineer Anand, Architect Bharat,
School Management Committee mem-
bers, Vangoor and Polkampally Sar-
panches Purugula Yadaiah and Ankuri
Naramma, along with local leaders,
participated in the inspection.

Nalgonda Railway Station Being Redeveloped

m under Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme

m Works nearing completion
to provide comfort and
convenience toRail Users

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

Indian Railways is undertaking a com-
prehensive transformation through the
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme (ABSS),
which envisions the redevelopment of
stations across the nation to provide
world-class facilities to passengers. In
Telangana, 40 Railway Stations are be-
ing redeveloped at an estimated cost of
over 2,000 crores. The initiative gained
significant momentum when the Hon’ble
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi,
laid the foundation stone for station re-
development projects in the state during
August 2023 and February 2024.
Nalgonda Railway Station, under Se-
cunderabad Division of South Central
Railway, is being redeveloped at a cost
of X17.01 crore. The station caters to
nearly 3,000 passengers daily and han-

dles about 44 trains per day, including
DEMU/MEMU services. It serves as
a vital commuting hub for passengers
travelling towards Hyderabad city, par-
ticularly to Secunderabad, Kacheguda,
and Lingampalli, for employment and
business purposes.

Nalgonda Railway Station is classified
as a Non Suburban Grade 4 station locat-
ed in the southern part of Telangana. It
falls under the Secunderabad Division of
South Central Railway and is situated on
the Nadikudi — Bibi Nagar section. The
station plays a crucial role in connecting
passengers from the region to Hyder-
abad city and other surrounding areas,
thereby contributing significantly to re-
gional mobility and economic activity.

The redevelopment works proposed
under Amrit Bharat Station Scheme at
Nalgonda station include construction of
a 12 metre wide Foot Over Bridge, pro-
vision of additional cover over platforms
measuring 3,309 sqm, development
of circulating area with landscaping,
platform surfacing over 9,657 sqm, and
interior renovation of the concourse,

VIP lounge, waiting halls, and toilets.
The plan also encompasses installation
of Divyangjan friendly facilities, new
signages, modern furniture, and facade
improvement to enhance passenger con-
venience and station aesthetics. Several
works have already been completed,
including cover over platforms, installa-
tion of lifts, platform surfacing, approach
road development, parking facilities,
circulating area improvement, and ren-
ovation of waiting halls. The on-going

works, such as the Foot Over Bridge,
facade improvement, and Divyangjan
facilities, are progressing expeditiously.
This redevelopment substantially im-
proves passenger amenities, accessibil-
ity, and overall travel experience. This
initiative reflects the commitment of In-
dian Railways to modernize infrastruc-
ture and deliver world class services to
its passengers, thereby transforming
railway stations into vibrant centres of
convenience and connectivity.

Revanth Reddy in frustration

of losing power: NRR

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

Telangana BJP President N
Ramchander Rao today strong-
ly condemned Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy’s remarks on
the visit of our party’s National
BJP President Nitin Nabin to
the state.

In a chit chat with media on
the occasion of his successful
completion of one year as BJP
State Party President tenure,
Rao said “ The remarks on Ni-
tin Nabin’s visit to Telanganaas
a political arrogance of CM Re-
vanth Reddy who is in fear and
frustration of losing his power
in coming assembly elections.

He said CM Revanth Reddy
is so frustrated when our par-
ty’s national president Nitin
Nabin spoke on facts on ex-

tracting revenue through “ RR
Tax” and diverting people’s
hard earned money to “ Delhi
Darbar” and apprehension of
misusing of funds of Musi proj-
ect in the name of Musi River-
front project.

He said Nitin Nabin’s call for
a “ Congress-Mukt” Telangana
also severely hurt to Congress
party and its leaders. He fur-
ther stated that despite being
repeatedly rejected by the In-
dian voter, Congress and its
leaders continue to cling to ar-
rogance.

BJP state chief asserted that
the people of Telangana would
never accept such language as
used by Revanth Reddy. Just
as the people threw out the ar-
rogant farmhouse dynasty of
former CM KCR, the same fate

awaits for CM Revanth Reddy
and the Congress government
in coming days ahead.

Taking a dig at Congress
onparty he reminded Con-
gress party saying that “Jitna
Keechad Uchaaloge, Utna Ka-
mal Khilega ( the more mud
you sling, the more the lotus
will bloom). Rao thanked all
party leaders including party
MPs, MLAs, MLCs, party Mor-
chas leaders and workers who
supported him in strengthen-
ing the party and said there
was a need to work hard re-
lentlessly to help BJP to come
to power in next assembly
elections. State party chief of-
ficial spokesperson and Media
in-charge on N V Subhash and
other leaders were also present
on the occasion.

Warangal's new Police
Commissioner Swetha
assumes charge,
prioritises law and order

Dr Srinivas Vooradi :

WARANGAL, JULY 1

N. Swetha Reddy, who assumed
charge as the Police Commission-
er on Wednesday, asserted that
maintaining law and order across
the Commissionerate would be her
foremost priority. She appealed for
public cooperation in ensuring a safe !
and peaceful environment. Upon her
arrival at the Warangal Police Com-
missionerate, the Commissioner
was accorded a ceremonial guard of
honour by the armed police. She for-
mally took over charge from outgoing
Commissioner Sunpreet Singh at the
Commissioner's office. Senior police
officers, including Deputy Commis-
sioners of Police (DCPs), Assistant
Commissioners of Police (ACPs), In-
spectors, and other personnel, wel-
comed the new Commissioner. They
greeted her by presenting saplings
and notebooks. Addressing the offi-
cers, Ms. Swetha Reddy said the po-
lice force would work in close coordi-
nation to maintain public order, curb
crime, enhance public safety, and
deliver efficient policing services. She
emphasised that the Commissioner-
ate would focus on strengthening
public trust through professional, re-
sponsive, and effective policing.

Curiosity about Unidentified
Flying Objects - UFO

(On the occasion of
“"World UFO Day” on 02 July)

The term UFO, first coined in the 1950s by Edward
J. Ruppelt of US, is used to refer to any o Lec or phe-
nomena that has not been previously observed in an
area. Roswell incident of 02 July 1947, when a mys-
terious object reportedly crashed near Roswell, New
Mexico and hence the “World UFO Day” has been
celebrated annually on 02 July. The full form of UFO
is “Unidentified Flying Object”, received national
and international public attention during 1950s by
means of flying saucers. The UFOs are a constant
subject of conspiracy theories around the world.
This day is all about raising awareness of UFOs phe-
nomena, encouraging people to learn more about
sightings, encourage scientific inquiry in youth, pro-
mote open minded discussions about unexplained
aerial events, space exploration, and the possibility
of life beyond Earth.

World UFO Day Events:

Since it’s inception, World UFO Day has grown
into an international event, with celebrations
ranging from sky-watching sessions to education-
al programs, all aimed at inspiring curiosity and
critical thinking. This day is celebrated in various
ways such as hosting a sky-watching session, ap-
propriate documentary screening by ufologists
and curious people, setting up creative activities,
organise debates, and the relevant science ses-
sions can be organised. The UFO and aliens re-
lated films like E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial, Close
Encounters of the Third Kind, Independence Day,
The Day the Earth Stood Still and Men in Black
can be specially screened to suitable public on this

day.

All around the globe, unusual lights in the sky
or strange occurrences keep humans always curi-
ous about otherworldly beings. Movies and televi-
sion series keep our imaginations alive. It’s no sur-
prise conspiracy theories are also prominent when
it comes to UFOs. World UFO Day recognises our
curiosity about life from another dimension.

- Prof: Burra Madhusudhan Reddy

m MP Eatala Rajender
Extends Doctors’
Day Greetings

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

On the occasion of Doctors’
Day, Malkajgiri Member of
Parliament Eatala Rajender
participated in the celebrations
held at Lakshmi Hospital, Va-
nasthalipuram. The event was
also attended by BJP leaders
Srinivas Reddy, Rangareddy,
Lachhi Reddy, Koppula Nara-
simha Reddy, Rana Pratap,
and doctors Dr. Srikanth, Dr.
Shwetha, Dr. Vamsi, and Dr.
Srujana.

During the event:

Awards were presented to
several individuals.

A number of doctors were fe-
licitated for their services.

“VAIDYO

A new Rehabilitation Ward
at the hospital was inaugurat-
ed. Speaking on the occasion,
Eatala Rajender said:

“Doctors are often com-
pared to God. That is why we
say ‘Vaidyo Narayano Hari’
(The physician is akin to Lord
Narayana).

Doctors risk their own lives
to save the lives of others. They
serve every patient with pa-
tience and dedication, no mat-
ter how many come to them.
They are truly selfless.

When COVID-19 struck,
even doctors experienced fear
for the first time. When the first
COVID patient was admitted at
Mahendra Hills, people living
nearby were frightened. We
immediately shifted the patient
to Gandhi Hospital.

At a time when everyone was

afraid to provide treatment, I
personally visited the hospital
as the head of the department
to encourage the medical staff.
Tassured them that the govern-
ment stood with them and told
them that courage was the best
medicine against fear.

We treated the pandemic
like a war, arranging PPE kits,
sanitizers, medicines, and oth-
er essential supplies.

The COVID-19 pandemic
showed us that no matter how
powerful humans believe they
are, nature can humble every-
one. I once again salute all the
doctors, healthcare workers,
and sanitation staff who risked
their lives to serve the people
during that difficult period. On
the occasion of Doctors’ Day, I
extend my heartfelt greetings
to all doctors.”

Government Will Support Fisheries
Graduates, Says Minister Vakiti Srihari

m Plans Underway to Create
Employment Opportunities
in Fisheries Sector; Efforts
on to Fill Vacancies

MAHABOOBANAGAR, JULY 1

Telangana Fisheries Min-
ister Vakiti Srihari has
assured students who
have completed the Bach-
elor of Fisheries Science
(BFSc) course that the
government will support
them and work towards
creating meaningful op-
portunities in the fisheries
sector.

A delegation of BFSc students met
the minister at the State Secretariat on
Wednesday and submitted represen-
tations regarding various issues. The
minister immediately called Fisheries
Managing Director Nikhila to discuss
their concerns. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Vakiti Srihari directed officials
to prepare a comprehensive report on
how BFSc graduates can be effectively
engaged in the fisheries industry after
completing their studies.

He said Telangana
has so far produced

More than 500 BFSc graduates, Over
200 MFSc graduates, and More than
50 PhD holders in Fisheries. In addi-
tion, over 60 students from Telangana
have completed fisheries education at
Pebbair Fisheries College and other
fisheries institutions across the coun-
try. Every year, around
70 students graduate
from fisheries courses.

The minister said it
would not be possible
to provide government
jobs to every graduate
in the Fisheries De-
partment. Instead, the
government is formu-
lating plans to enable these graduates
to become entrepreneurs and create
employment opportunities for others
through fish production and allied ac-
tivities.

He noted that the government has al-
ready undertaken major reforms in the
Sports, Dairy Development, Animal
Husbandry, and Youth Services depart-
ments and is now introducing similar
reforms in the Fisheries Department.

Highlighting the state’s require-
ments, Vakiti Srihari said Telangana
needs around 85 crore fish seed (fin-
gerlings) annually for free distribution
in reservoirs and tanks. However, only

15 crore are currently produced with-
in the state, forcing the government to
procure the remaining 70 crore from
neighbouring states.

He said fisheries graduates should
be encouraged to increase local fish
seed production so that government
expenditure benefits Telangana’s own
youth while making the state self-re-
liant. The minister stressed that Tel-
angana should not have to depend on
other states for fish seed and that both
production and supply should be devel-
oped within the state.

He said Telangana currently produc-
es around five lakh metric tonnes of
fish annually and expressed confidence
that production could increase further
with proper support and incentives.

With the government planning to
include fish curry in the Mid-Day Meal
Scheme, the minister directed officials
to prepare a report on how fisheries
graduates can contribute to the imple-
mentation of the programme.

During the meeting, Fisheries Man-
aging Director Nikhila informed the
minister about vacancies in both the
regular and outsourcing wings of the
Fisheries Department. The minister
instructed officials to submit detailed
information on the vacant posts so that
steps could be taken to fill them.

9949700037.

School Bus Safety
Under Scanner in
Rajendranagar

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

Rajendranagar Traffic Police con-
ducted a comprehensive safety in-
spection of private school transport
under the directions of DCP Traf-
fic-IIT Rahul Hegde.

The inspection was carried out by
CH. Raju, SHO Rajendranagar Traf-
fic PS, along with a team of deputed
Sub-Inspectors (SIs) and Assistant
Sub-Inspectors (ASIs). The initiative
aims to ensure the highest standards
of safety for school children during
their daily transit and to streamline
traffic management around educa-
tional institutions. During the ex-
tensive drive, the team verified the
driving licenses of school bus drivers
alongside essential vehicle docu-
ments, including Fitness Certificates
(FC), Registration Certificates (RC),
insurance, and pollution certificates.

The team also inspected parking
facilities, boarding and deboarding
points, reviewed the functioning of
Road Safety Committees, and mon-
itored traffic management by school
staff during peak hours. School
managements were instructed to
immediately rectify deficiencies and
strictly comply with transport safety

norms.
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YSRCP Wlll Stand by
Sanitation Workers
Removed from Kurnool GGH

Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy

TADEPALLY, JULY 1

anitation workers who

had been serving as con-
tract employees for several
years at the Kurnool Gov-
ernment General Hospital
(GGH) met former Chief
Minister and YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) President
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
at the party’s central office
in Tadepalli on Wednes-
day. They submitted a rep-
resentation, stating that
they had been removed from
their jobs without prior
notice after a new contrac-
tor took over, leaving their
families in severe financial
distress. The workers said
that after the coalition gov-
ernment awarded the hos-
pital’s sanitation contract

to Padmavathi Hospitality
Agency, they were abruptly
dismissed despite having
worked at the hospital for
many years. As a result,
they said they had lost their
livelihoods and appealed
to Y.S. Jagan to help them
secure justice. After listen-
ing to their grievances, Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy as-
sured the workers that the
YSR Congress Party would
stand by them. He said the
party would provide the
necessary legal assistance
through its legal cell to help
protect their jobs and fight
for their rights. He also af-
firmed that the party would
extend all possible support
to safeguard the interests
of the affected sanitation
workers.

Complete power prOJects on
schedule, says Ap Energy Minister

Gottipati Ravi Kumar

Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh
Minister for Energy Gottipa-
ti Ravi Kumar has directed
officials to intensify efforts to
eliminate power interruptions
and low-voltage issues across
the State, while ensuring that
all ongoing power infrastruc-
ture projects are completed
within the stipulated time-
lines. Chairing a review meet-
ing with senior officials of the
Energy Department at the
State Secretariat on Wednes-
day, the Minister assessed
the status of power supply,
progress of transmission pro-
jects, thermal power genera-
tion, Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS) projects, and
the State's long-term power
requirements. The Minister
instructed officials to hold
regular meetings with con-
tractors executing APTRANS-
CO projects and ensure that
there are no delays in project
implementation. He said of-
ficials must take responsibil-
ity for completing the works
within the prescribed dead-
lines and coordinate closely
with District Collectors to re-
solve field-level issues without
delay. Officials informed the
Minister that the performance
of thermal power stations had

improved significantly. They
said the Plant Load Factor
(PLF) had crossed 80% dur-
ing the January to June 2026
period. The Minister noted
that the PLF had remained
between 45% and 50% during
the previous YSRCP govern-
ment's tenure. Mr. Ravi Ku-
mar directed officials to main-
tain adequate stocks of quality
coal to support at least 15 days
of uninterrupted thermal
power generation at all times.
Referring to the Chief Minis-
ter's directions, the Minister
said APGENCO should be fur-
ther strengthened to enhance
the State's own power gener-
ation capacity, thereby reduc-
ing dependence on power pur-
chases from external sources.
He also asked officials to pre-
pare a comprehensive action
plan for the development and
management of Battery En-
ergy Storage Systems (BESS)
in anticipation of the State's
growing electricity demand.
Emphasising the importance
of consumer-centric govern-
ance, the Minister said the En-
ergy Department should work
towards improving the qual-
ity of services and enhancing
public satisfaction with the
power sector.

NEXT DOOR

Development in Harmony
with Nature is Sustainable

AMARAVATI, JULY 1:

ndhra Pradesh Deputy

Chief Minister and Min-
ister for Forests and Envi-
ronment Pawan Kalyan on
Wednesday virtually inau-
gurated 18 newly developed
urban forests, eco-parks, and
community-based eco-tour-
ism projects from the Man-
galagiri Camp Office, dedicat-
ing them to the people of the
state. State Ministers Anam
Ramanarayana Reddy, Ana-
gani Satya Prasad, and Savita
also participated virtually in
the programme. Address-
ing the event, Pawan Kalyan
said, “A nation that grows in
harmony with nature will
endure forever. Development
achieved alongside nature is
the only sustainable devel-
opment.” He added that the
state’s true legacy should not
be limited to monuments built
by people but should also in-
clude the natural environment
preserved for future genera-
tions. He said that with cities
and towns expanding rapidly,
the urban forests would func-
tion as the ‘green lungs’ of ur-
ban areas by helping maintain
ecological balance.

The project has been imple-
mented at a cost of 36 crore,
funded through the Central
Government’s Nagar Van Yo-
jana along with local resourc-
es. Each urban forest has been

Andhra Pradesh Launches 18 Urban Forests
Urban forests to serve as ‘green lungs’ amid expanding concrete cities
18 urban forests developed at a cost of Rs36 crore
Projects blend biodiversity conservation with traditional heritage
Parks offer recreation, wellness, and eco-tourism facilities
Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan virtually inaugurates 18 urban forests across the state

developed over approximately
50 hectares at an average cost
of X2 crore. Special Red Sand-
ers Conservation Parks have
been established at Koduru,
Kailasagiri, and Madanapalle.
In addition, Nakshatra Van-
ams and Rashi Vanams, in-
spired by India’s traditional
knowledge and cultural her-
itage, have been created to
promote biodiversity conser-
vation. Pawan Kalyan said the
parks are designed not only to
increase green cover but also
to promote physical and men-
tal well-being.

Facilities include:

e Bird habitats

e Boating and kayaking

e Trekking trails

e Yoga centres

e Open gyms

e Other recreational attrac-
tions

e “Let’s Protect Our Green

Heritage”

Calling upon the public to
preserve the new facilities,
Pawan Kalyan said that as cit-
ies increasingly become con-
crete landscapes, these urban
forests will provide people
with much-needed peace and
a closer connection with na-
ture. He described the parks
as a green legacy for future
generations, urging citizens to
protect them and contribute
towards building a greener

and cleaner Andhra Pradesh.
Minister Anam Rama-
narayana Reddy Praises
the Initiative

TVK MLA Claims 10 MLAs,
Minister May Join DMK

Speaking exclusively
to India Today, Elaiya-
raja said the accused,
Thirunavukkarasu,
claimed that several
legislators had already
agreed to cross over
and repeatedly tried to
persuade him to join the
alleged plan.

mid allegations  of

horse-trading that have
thrown Tamil Nadu's po-
litical circles into a dither,
TVK MLA N Elaiyaraja has
claimed he was offered Rs
30-35 crore to switch sides,
with the accused allegedly
telling him that 10 ruling
party MLAs and a sitting
minister had already agreed
to join the DMK.

Speaking exclusively to
India Today, Elaiyaraja
said the accused, Thirun-
avukkarasu, claimed that
several legislators had al-
ready agreed to cross over
and repeatedly tried to
persuade him to join the al-
leged plan.

"The accused Thiruna-
vukkarasu claimed he has
already convinced 10 TVK
MLAs and one minister to
side with the DMK. He told
me he has even convinced
a sitting minister and of-
fered me Rs 30-35 crore
in cash. He said this was a

huge offer for me and tried
convincing me." The MLA
said he outright rejected
the alleged offer and re-
mained committed to Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay. "I
told him that had I known
this was the reason he was
calling me, I wouldn't have
picked up the phone itself,"
he told India Today.

Reiterating his loyalty to
the ruling party, Ilayaraja
said he had no intention of
betraying the mandate giv-
en to him by the people.

"I want to be loyal to
my leader Vijay. I want to
make a name for myself
and do good to people by
the time I leave this world.
Something sounds fishy.
He claimed 10 MLAs and a
minister had agreed." The
fresh claim comes hours
after Tamil Nadu Police ar-
rested Thirunavukkarasu,
Naresh and Thiyagarajan
in connection with the al-
leged bid to induce TVK

Vijayan slams UDF over tax cut, accuses
govt of favouring liquor company

Pinarayi Vijayan has
accused the UDF gov-
ernment of favouring
a liquor company in its
first budget through a
steep tax cut on low-alco-
hol spirit-based drinks,
saying the duty was
reduced from over 251%
to 120% and warning that
it would adversely affect
public health.

Leader of the Opposition
in the Kerala Assembly,
Pinarayi Vijayan, has accused
the UDF government of using
its first budget to favour a lig-
uor company by proposing a
sharp cut in taxes on low-al-
cohol, spirit-based beverages.

He alleged that the move
would cost the state hundreds
of crores of rupees while ben-
efiting private liquor compa-
nies. In a newspaper article
on Wednesday, Vijayan said
the proposal was a "planned

_— .
move" and not a routine ad-
ministrative decision.

He claimed the tax on
low-alcohol liquor had been
reduced from more than 251
per cent to 120 per cent, and
said this would lower prices
and increase alcohol con-
sumption instead of protect-
ing public health. Vijayan
claimed the government
revived a file that had been
pending since 2023 under the
previous LDF administration.
He alleged that the file moved

through the Secretariat at an
unusually fast pace, reached
the Chief Minister's Office
within hours and was cleared
in record time. He further al-
leged that the concession was
meant to benefit liquor com-
panies from neighbouring
Karnataka rather than farm-
ers or consumers in Kerala.
He also questioned why
the government announced a
tax concession before decid-
ing whether such products
would be allowed for sale
in the state, saying even the
Excise Department had in-
dicated that a final decision
would be taken only under
the proposed new liquor pol-
icy. Vijayan said the LDF had
earlier considered encour-
aging low-alcohol beverag-
es made from fruits such as
jackfruit and cashew apples
to support farmers and small-
scale industries. He claimed
the present proposal instead

favours spirit-based ready-
to-drink alcoholic beverages.
He also criticised the govern-
ment's handling of the issue,
alleging that the proposal was
pushed through without the
usual consultative process in-
volving the departments con-
cerned and the Cabinet.

Referring to the UDF's
election pitch, Vijayan alleged
that the "Team UDF" concept
presented to the people is no
longer heard of.

"Today, liquor compa-
nies and monopoly interests
seeking to take control of the
coastal region have become
the new allies in Team UDF.
This is a clear indication of
the direction in which the
UDF government is moving.
Neither the chief minister
nor the Cabinet can evade
responsibility in this matter,"
he said, summing up his crit-
icism of the government's tax
proposal.

legislators. Police have also
named former DMK minis-
ter V. Senthil Balaji and his
brother Ashok Kumar in the
FIR, alleging links between
the accused and the alleged
conspiracy. The DMK has
denied the allegations.

According to Elaiyara-
ja's original complaint,
Thirunavukkarasu alleg-
edly contacted him claim-
ing to represent a political
consultancy and sought to
influence his vote on a pro-
posed assembly resolution
concerning the Speaker.
The MLA alleged he was
offered Rs 30—35 crore and
warned of consequences
if he refused. The alleged
conversation led to a police
complaint and the subse-
quent arrests.

The controversy has
since snowballed into a
full-blown political slug-
fest, with the ruling TVK
accusing the DMK of at-
tempting to destabilise the
Vijay government through
horse-trading. In response,
the DMK has filed a com-
plaint before the Governor
and the Directorate of Vig-
ilance and Anti-Corruption
(DVAC), seeking an FIR
against Chief Minister Vijay
over separate allegations
that he attempted to induce
two DMK MLASs to resign.

Minister for Endowments
Anam Ramanarayana Reddy
said he had personally visited
the urban forest in the Nellore
Rural Assembly constituency
and found it to be an excel-
lent recreational destination
for families, offering green-
ery, tranquility, and modern
amenities. He suggested in-
tegrating the nearby hill and
the Sri Lakshmi Narasimha
Swamy Temple with the ur-
ban forest by developing a
trekking route, which, he said,
would provide residents with
aunique blend of spiritual and
adventure tourism. The event
was attended by MLAs Kot-
la Jaya Surya Prakash Red-
dy, Gouthu Sirisha, Dr. B.V.
Jayanageswara Reddy, Dr.
Parthasaradhi, and Moham-
med Shahjahan Basha, along
with Forest and Environment
Department Principal Secre-
tary Kantilal Dande, Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
PV. Chalapathi Rao, Forest
Advisor Mallikharjuna Rao,
Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife) N. Nageswara Rao,
IT Advisor P. Nageswara Rao,
DCF A. Srinivasulu, and other
senior officials.

Andhra Dy CM
Pawan Kalyan
warns legal action
against misuse of
social media

AMARAVATI, JULY 1

ssuing a stern warning to

those misusing social media,
Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan on
Wednesday announced a spe-
cial cell in his office to receive
complaints from public.

He said that complaints can
be submitted with digital ev-
idence such as screenshots,
links, and videos. "We will
examine every genuine com-
plaint, forward it to the con-
cerned officials, and ensure
that legal action is taken," the
Deputy Chief Minister said in
a video. He urged citizens to
identify those who repeatedly
misuse social media through
fake accounts and to provide
their details to the government.
"We will take strict action
against those involved in such
offences under the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), Bhara-
tiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), the Information Tech-
nology Act 2000, and other
relevant laws," he said. The
Jana Sena leader added that
if necessary, the state govern-
ment will enact new legislation
to curb misuse of social me-
dia. He, however, assured that
the state government will fully
uphold the freedom of expres-
sion guaranteed by the Consti-
tution.

Rail Cnnecfiity
Boost for Narsapuram

Arunachalam Train Made Regular, Bengaluru
Service Announced
Centre Committed to Developing Narsapuram
Through Railway Projects: Union Minister Bhupathiraju
Srinivasa Varma

BHIMAVARAM, JULY 1

Umon Minister Bhu-
pathiraju Srinivasa Var-
ma said that a long-standing
demand of devotees and
the public has been fulfilled
with the conversion of the
Narsapuram—Arunachalam
(Tiruvannamalai) Weekly
Express into a regular train
service. The minister for-
mally flagged off the regu-
lar service at Bhimavaram
Town Railway Station on
Wednesday. He said the
train, which was introduced
as a special service on July
9 last year, recorded 110%
occupancy, prompting dis-
cussions with senior railway
officials that ultimately led
to approval for a permanent
weekly service.

He also announced that
regular weekly express ser-
vices between Narsapuram
and Bengaluru will begin
from July 10.

The minister said ef-

forts are also underway
to:

Introduce a Narsapu-
ram-Visakhapatnam train.
Launch a direct Narsapu-
ram—Varanasi train service.
Secure a halt for the Vande
Bharat Express at Tadepal-
ligudem. Bhupathiraju Srin-
ivasa Varma further stated
that modernization works
under the Amrit Station
Scheme have been complet-
ed at the Bhimavaram Town,
Tadepalligudem, and Nar-
sapuram railway stations,
equipping them with mod-
ern passenger amenities.

He reiterated that the
Central Government is giv-
ing high priority to national
highway and railway infra-
structure projects in the
Narsapuram Parliamentary
Constituency and is commit-
ted to developing infrastruc-
ture that can serve as a mod-
el for other parliamentary
constituencies in Andhra
Pradesh.

SU conducts Medical
Simulation Workshop

DR SRINIVAS VOORADI

Mangaluru, July 1: The
Institute of Allied Health
Sciences of Srinivas Univer-
sity (SU) successfully organ-
ized the Medical Simulation
Workshop on 'Building Con-
fidence and Clinical Com-
petence', bringing together
distinguished academicians,
healthcare professionals,
faculty, and students for an
enriching day of learning and
skill development. The inau-
gural ceremony was graced by
Dr. A. Srinivas Rao, Chancel-
lor of Srinivas University, who
addressed the gathering and
emphasized the importance
of simulation-based educa-
tion in developing competent
and confident healthcare pro-
fessionals. The event featured
an inspiring keynote address
by Dr. Satya Pal Singh, for-
mer Union Minister of State
(HRD, Higher Education &
Water Resources), Govern-
ment of India and Former
Member of Parliament, who
highlighted the transform-
ative role of innovation,
research, and quality edu-
cation in shaping the future
of healthcare. The occasion
was further enriched by the
presence of Dr. Akla Singh,
an eminent academician and

educatlonlst whose 1ns1ghts
emphasized excellence in
higher education and inter-
disciplinary  collaboration.
Participating in the Workshop
a distinguished healthcare
professional and academic
leader Dr. Rishi Palpu ad-
dressed the gathering shar-
ing valuable perspectives on
advancing clinical education
through  technology-driven
learning. The Workshop had
two sessions, one on ‘Simu-
lation-Based ~ Resuscitation
Training: Building Confi-
dence in BLS’ by Dr. Akhil
Rao UK. followed by ‘Sim-
ulation-Based Clinical Skill
Training’ by Blessing Dhas.
The Workshop provided par-
ticipants with hands-on ex-
posure to modern medical
simulation techniques, en-
hancing clinical competence,
teamwork, critical thinking,
and patient safety.

Annamalai Maintains 'DMK Files'
Allegations Amid Defamation Row

K Annamalai said
DMK MP TR Baalu has
withdrawn the Rs 100
crore defamation case

linked to his DMK Files

allegations. He said he
stands by every claim
and noted the develop-
ment comes as his "We

the Leaders' movement
moves towards becoming
a political party.

Former Tamil Nadu BJP
president K Annama-
lai on Tuesday claimed
that DMK MP TR Baalu
has withdrawn the Rs 100
crore defamation suit filed
against him over the BJP
leader's "DMK Files" alle-
gations, asserting that he
continues to stand by every
claim he made against the
previous DMK government
and certain party leaders.
In a post on X, Annama-
lai said Baalu had filed the

8

defamation case after he

published details of the
alleged assets and compa-
nies owned by the senior
DMK leader and his family
through his "DMK Files"
campaign.

"Thiru TR Baalu filed a
defamation case against
me for publishing the as-
sets/companies owned
by him and his family
through DMK Files, and he
had sought Rs 100 crores
in damages,” Annamalai

wrote.

The former state BJP
chief said that, after a cer-
tain stage in the trial, he
argued the case himself
and personally cross-exam-
ined Baalu, adding that the
details of the proceedings
were already in the public
domain. Annamalai further
alleged that during one of
the cross-examinations,
Baalu made "defamatory re-
marks" against him in court
without any basis, prompt-
ing him to file a separate
case against the DMK MP
over those statements.

"Today, Thiru TR Baalu,
out of his own wishes, de-
cided to withdraw the def-
amation case filed against
me by him. He filed the def-
amation case against me;
to carry it further or not
was his decision and not
mine," he said. Reiterating
his position, Annamalai

said he continued to stand
by "every single remark" he
had made against the previ-
ous DMK government and
certain members of the rul-
ing party. He also thanked
advocates Paul Kanagaraj,
Kumaraguru and members
of the BJP legal team for
supporting him during the
trial, ending his post with
the remark, "Truth always
triumphs!" The develop-
ment comes days after An-
namalai announced that
his newly launched "We the
Leaders" movement is on
course to be converted into
a political party in July. He
has said the organisation
aims to enrol 50 lakh mem-
bers and position itself as
a people-centric political
alternative in Tamil Nadu,
focusing on issues such as
governance, corruption and
the growing drug menace in

the state.
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The Boiling Continent:
Europe’s Unsparing
Wake-Up Call
o

or generations, Europe’s temperate climate was a global gold
standard—a predictable, mild rhythm of distinct seasons that
shaped its architecture, agriculture, and societal habits. To-
day, that rhythm has completely shattered. The continent is
trapped in the grip of a historic, relentless climate crisis characterized by
early, intense heatwaves. The rapid transition from a cool spring to a pun-
ishing summer has pushed temperatures past $40"\circ\text{C}$ across
central and western European cities like Vienna, Budapest, and Paris.
This sudden surge is no longer a localized anomaly; it is a clear symptom
of a broader, systemic emergency. The World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) recently highlighted a sobering fact: Europe is the fastest-warm-
ing continent on Earth, heating up at roughly double the global average
rate since the mid-1990s. The region is seeing its historical weather base-
line entirely rewritten. Scientists from World Weather Attribution note
that the intense daytime highs and abnormally warm nights choking Eu-
ropean cities would have been “virtually impossible” just fifty years ago.

The immediate toll of this heat is measured in human lives. The World
Health Organization reported more than 1,300 excess deaths within just a
single week of extreme temperatures. Strikingly, it is the overnight lows—
or lack thereof—that present the greatest risk. When the night failing to
cool below $25"\circ\text{C}$ denies the human body a chance to recover,
heat stress rapidly evolves from a severe discomfort into a quiet killer.
The crisis is heavily exacerbated by Europe’s historical infrastructure.
Millions of homes, schools, and offices across the continent were inten-
tionally built to capture and retain warmth, missing the passive ventila-
tion or cooling systems necessary to survive modern summers. Now, as
citizens rush to install residential air conditioning, energy grids are buck-
ling under unprecedented demand.

Beyond the cities, the environment is paying an equally steep price.
Worsening droughts, parched agricultural lands, and an elevated risk of
wildfires threaten the continent’s long-term food supply and ecosystems.
Simultaneously, severe marine heatwaves in the Mediterranean and the
Bay of Biscay are disrupting marine life while reducing the natural cooling
effect coastal zones usually rely on. This climate reality exposes a pro-
found gap in global leadership. While scientific evidence solidifies the hu-
man fingerprint on these extreme weather systems, political urgency ap-
pears to be stalling. Major international summits have frequently pushed
critical environmental policies to the back burner in favor of immediate
economic or geopolitical pressures.

However, this logic ignores the long-term reality: climate change is in-
herently economic. It drives inflation, devalues land, disrupts productivi-
ty, and strains public healthcare systems to the point of collapse.Europe’s
ongoing ordeal must serve as a turning point. Patchwork emergency meas-
ures—like opening public cooling centers or issuing dynamic red alerts—
are vital for immediate safety, but they treat the symptoms rather than
the disease. Governments can no longer afford to delay the strict emission
targets laid out in the Paris Agreement. To safeguard its future, the con-
tinent must aggressively transition away from fossil fuels, rethink urban
planning to incorporate green spaces, and heavily invest in climate-re-
silient infrastructure. The boiling summers are a stark reminder that the
environment will not wait for policy to catch up.

OPINION
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Ground-Level Ozone Is Delhi’s Next
Big Environmental Crisis

For years,

Delhi’s air
pollution debate
has centred on
smog, particulate
matter, stubble
burning, and
vehicular
emissions.

But a far more
dangerous

and invisible
threat is rapidly
emerging—
ground-level
ozone pollution.
As rising
temperatures,
unchecked
urbanisation,

and industrial
emissions
intensify ozone
formation, India’s
battle for clean
air demands a
fundamental shift
from seasonal
blame games to
a comprehensive
rethink of
sustainable urban
development.

ndia’s capital, Delhi, has long
been battling the grave menace
of air pollution. Every winter, a
thick blanket of smog, toxic air,
and suffocating atmospheric conditions
become a matter of national concern. Un-
til now, public discourse on this crisis has
largely revolved around PM2.5, PM1o,
stubble burning, and vehicular emissions.
However, a new and even more insidious
threat is rapidly emerging—ground-lev-
el ozone pollution. A recent report by the
Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)
has revealed that not only Delhi-NCR but
also cities such as Jaipur, Chandigarh, and
Ahmedabad are increasingly falling into
the grip of ozone pollution. Unlike visi-
ble smog, ozone pollution is invisible, yet
its effects gradually undermine human
health, agriculture, and the environment.
Ironically, even such a critical issue is of-
ten reduced to political blame games. At
times, farmers are held solely responsible
because of stubble burning; at others, vehi-
cles become the exclusive target. The truth,
however, is far more complex. If we genu-
inely seek to address the root of the prob-
lem, we must critically reassess unplanned
urbanisation, unchecked industrialisation,
current patterns of energy consumption,
and the prevailing model of development.

Today, Delhi is not merely the nation’s
capital; it has also become one of India’s
largest pollution hotspots. During sum-
mer, rising temperatures, intense sunlight,
and chemical reactions between nitrogen
oxides and volatile organic compounds
emitted by vehicles and industries lead
to the formation of ground-level ozone.
This is fundamentally different from the
ozone layer high in the stratosphere, which
shields the Earth from harmful ultraviolet
radiation. Ground-level ozone is a toxic
gas that reduces lung function, aggravates
asthma, irritates the eyes, and increases
the risk of cardiovascular diseases. Across
Delhi-NCR, an increasing number of peo-
ple are suffering from breathing difficul-
ties, allergies, and respiratory illnesses,
with ozone pollution playing an increas-
ingly significant role.

The Delhi Government has undertaken
several commendable initiatives to curb
pollution. Incentives for electric vehicles,
a comprehensive EV policy, expansion
of public transportation, development of
charging infrastructure, and the phased
withdrawal of highly polluting vehicles are
all positive steps. If effectively implement-
ed, these measures could bring meaning-
ful improvements in air quality over the
coming years. However, vehicle policies
alone cannot solve the crisis. The deeper

challenge lies in unplanned urbanisation.
Over the past two decades, vast stretch-
es of agricultural land, ponds, and green
spaces in Delhi and its surrounding re-
gions have been transformed into sprawl-
ing concrete landscapes. This has severely
disrupted the ecological balance. Areas
where rainwater once naturally percolated
into the soil are now covered with cement
and asphalt. Traditional water bodies have
disappeared, tree cover has declined, and
urban temperatures have risen significant-
ly. Consequently, cities now remain several
degrees warmer than neighbouring rural
areas—a phenomenon that accelerates the
formation of ground-level ozone.

Urban expansion is often celebrated as
a symbol of progress, yet this development
has come at the expense of nature. Cities
demand more roads, electricity, housing,
and industries. To meet these needs, for-
ests are cleared, farmland disappears, and
water bodies are destroyed. As a result,
pollution is no longer confined to the air;
it has also contaminated water resourc-
es, degraded soil quality, and threatened
biodiversity. Such a trajectory of devel-
opment ultimately works against human
well-being. The number of private vehicles
in Delhi continues to rise. Public transpor-
tation, despite significant improvements,
has yet to become efficient and convenient
enough to persuade large numbers of peo-
ple to abandon private vehicles. Promoting
electric mobility is undoubtedly welcome,
but one crucial question remains: if the
electricity powering these vehicles is gen-
erated primarily from coal-fired thermal
power plants, pollution is merely shifted
from city streets to power generation sites.
Therefore, the transition to electric mobili-
ty must be accompanied by a simultaneous
expansion of renewable energy, particular-
ly solar power, along with investments in
sustainable public transport.

Ozone pollution is not merely a public
health issue; it also poses a serious threat to
agriculture. Scientific studies have shown
that ozone interferes with photosynthesis,
thereby reducing crop productivity. At a
time when farmers are already struggling
with climate change, erratic monsoons,
and rising temperatures, ozone pollution
could further intensify the agricultural cri-
sis. India’s National Clean Air Programme
has established ambitious targets for im-
proving air quality in numerous cities.
However, the time has come to broaden its
scope. Instead of focusing exclusively on
particulate matter, equal attention must
be given to secondary pollutants such as
ozone through enhanced monitoring, sci-
entific research, and targeted mitigation

strategies. Air quality monitoring systems
must become more comprehensive, tech-
nologically advanced, and transparent.

Citizens also have a vital role to play.
Practices such as open burning of waste,
construction dust, burning of biomass and
plastic, and improper disposal of industri-
al waste must be eliminated. Greater use
of public transport, cycling, and walking
should be actively encouraged. Large-scale
afforestation, expansion of urban green
belts, and restoration of traditional water
bodies must become integral components
of pollution-control strategies. Air pollu-
tion is not merely an environmental chal-
lenge; it is also an economic and social cri-
sis. Rising pollution-related illnesses place
enormous pressure on healthcare systems,
reduce workforce productivity, and inflict
billions in economic losses. Most alarming
of all is its impact on children and young
people, whose health and future are in-
creasingly at risk. Unless decisive action is
taken today, future generations will bear
an even heavier burden.

The initiatives undertaken by the Delhi
Government deserve appreciation and of-
fer hope for meaningful progress. Yet last-
ing success will require coordinated efforts
involving the Union Government, state
governments, local authorities, industry,
scientists, and civil society. Pollution can-
not be attributed to a single government, a
single season, or a single source. It is the
cumulative outcome of our development
model, our lifestyle choices, and our rela-
tionship with the environment. The need
of the hour is not political blame but vi-
sionary policymaking and collective re-
sponsibility. If we truly aspire to breathe
clean air, we must move beyond pollu-
tion-control measures alone and embrace
a new model of development that is in har-
mony with nature. Otherwise, invisible
pollutants such as ground-level ozone will
continue to silently poison our cities, turn-
ing the very model of modern development
into one of the greatest threats to human
civilization.

LALIT GARGG
Writer, Journalist,
Columnist

Before the morning learns to bloom,
A soldier wakes while stars still loom.
He covets neither crown nor praise
His only glory: India’s name.
Where Himalayas touch the skies,
And dawn in saffron silence lies,
He plants his footsteps, firm and deep,
So millions else may safely sleep.
The glacier bites, the desert burns,
Yet duty neither bends nor turns.
The wind may rage, the heavens fall
His oath stands taller than them all.
The earth becomes his humble bed,
The boundless sky his roof instead.
His hunger yields to duty’s call.
His love of homeland outlives all.
When iron storms consume the night,
He answers darkness—light with light.
Not born to conquer, rule, or reign,
But bear another’s grief and pain.
His rifle does not worship hate.

It guards the gates of peaceful fate.
For every child who laughs today,

A soldier held the night at bay.
The Tricolour is more than thread.

It breathes through every martyr’s breath.

Its saffron kindles fearless fire,
Its white lifts truth forever higher.
Its green renews the dreaming earth;

The Ashoka Wheel keeps justice’s worth.

Should destiny demand his breath,
He greets with pride the path of death.
For those who fall defending right
Become the dawn’s undying light.
No marble holds their endless flame;
No monument contains their name.
The rivers murmur what they gave;

The mountains keep the oath they made.

O Mother India, vast and free,
Your soul is our eternity.
While oceans kiss your sacred shore,
We'll guard your dream forevermore.
Empires fade like evening rain.

Crowns return to dust again. Yet one immortal flame survives.

A soldier’s oath through countless lives.
When history folds its final page,
Beyond all power, pride, and age,

One truth shall stand when time is gone—

The soldier may rest...
Yet never his sacrifice.
The warrior may fall...
Yet never the nation for which he stood.

... Dr. Peruka Raju :..
National Poet
7810032847

NINE YEARS OF GST: INDIA'S BIGGEST
TAX REFORM IS STILL A WORK IN PROGRESS

uly 1, 2026 marks nine years

since the Goods and Services

Tax (GST) was introduced

across India, replacing a
fragmented indirect tax regime with
the vision of “One Nation, One Tax.”
Widely regarded as the country’s most
significant tax reform since Independ-
ence, GST fundamentally reshaped
India’s indirect taxation by integrating
multiple Central and State levies into a
unified system. While the reform has
strengthened tax administration, ex-
panded the tax base, and accelerated
the digital transformation of compli-
ance, its journey also highlights the
challenges of implementing a complex
fiscal reform in a diverse federal econ-
omy. Nine years on, GST has delivered
substantial gains, but its evolution is
far from complete.

Before GST, India’s indirect tax
structure was characterised by multi-
ple overlapping taxes. The Centre lev-
ied excise duty and service tax, while
States imposed Value Added Tax (VAT),
entry tax, luxury tax, octroi and several
other local levies. Businesses operating
across State borders had to comply with
multiple tax laws, creating administra-
tive complexity and increasing com-
pliance costs. More importantly, taxes
were often imposed on taxes already
paid, resulting in the cascading effect
that inflated the final price of goods
and services. Interstate checkpoints
further delayed freight movement and
increased logistics costs. GST was de-
signed to eliminate these inefficiencies
by creating a common national market
under a destination-based tax system.

The idea of GST was first proposed
in 2000, but it took over a decade of
political negotiations and Centre-State
consultations before the Constitution
(101st Amendment) Act paved the way
for its implementation in 2017. The GST
Council, comprising the Union Finance
Minister and State Finance Ministers,
emerged as an important institution of
cooperative federalism. Over the past
nine years, it has played a central role
in revising tax rates, rationalising pro-
cedures, addressing implementation

NINE YEARS OF

GST

WHAT’S CHANGED,
WHAT STILL NEEDS FIXING

Pl [
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HIGHER STRONGER DIGITAL SIMPLER
TAXPAYER BASE REVENUES ~ TRANSFORMATION COMPLIANCE

challenges and adapting the tax frame-
work to changing economic conditions.

Perhaps the most significant
achievement of GST has been the sub-
stantial reduction of the cascading ef-
fect through the Input Tax Credit (ITC)
mechanism. Businesses can now claim
credit for taxes paid on inputs, ensur-
ing that taxation applies primarily to
value addition rather than multiple
stages of production. Equally signifi-
cant has been the complete digitisation
of indirect tax administration. Reg-
istration, return filing, tax payments,
e-way bills and e-invoicing have all
moved online, improving transparency
and enabling data-driven detection of
tax evasion. The removal of interstate
check-posts has also improved supply
chain efficiency and reduced logistics
costs across the country.

The initial years, however, were
far from smooth. Businesses and tax
administrators faced technological
glitches, compliance challenges and
frequent procedural changes. Over
time, the GST Council simplified re-
turn filing, expanded the Composition
Scheme for small taxpayers and intro-
duced several compliance reforms. At
its 56th meeting held on September 3,
2025, the Council approved a ration-
alisation of GST rates by consolidating
the tax structure around the principal
5% and 18% slabs while introducing a

=
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A Liwgation
A Techno\osy =
@ Rate Rationaisat

special 40% demerit rate for selected
luxury and sin goods. These changes
came into effect from September 22,
2025, marking another step towards a
simpler and more rational tax regime.

The reform’s impact is visible in
several measurable indicators. The
number of registered GST taxpayers
has more than doubled from around
6.5 million at the time of implementa-
tion to over 15 million today, reflect-
ing greater formalisation of economic
activity. Revenue collections have also
shown steady growth. In April 2026,
India recorded its highest-ever month-
ly gross GST collection of X2.42 lakh
crore, representing an annual growth
of 8.7 per cent. Rising GST revenues
have strengthened the fiscal capacity of
both the Union and State governments,
providing additional resources for in-
frastructure development and welfare
programmes.

Despite these achievements, impor-
tant structural challenges remain. The
existence of multiple tax slabs contin-
ues to create classification disputes for
similar goods and services. Frequent
regulatory changes and technolo-
gy-driven compliance requirements,
including e-invoicing, continue to
impose disproportionate burdens on
smaller businesses. Genuine taxpay-
ers also face difficulties when input tax
credit is denied because of supplier de-

faults, even when they have complied
with all statutory requirements.

Several sectors also remain outside
the full GST framework. Petroleum
products, electricity and significant
segments of real estate continue to be
excluded, limiting the objective of a
truly comprehensive indirect tax sys-
tem. Bringing these sectors under GST
will require sustained political consen-
sus between the Centre and the States.
At the same time, strengthening the
nationwide functioning of the GST Ap-
pellate Tribunal (GSTAT) will be essen-
tial for faster dispute resolution. Look-
ing ahead, the tax framework must also
evolve to address emerging areas such
as artificial intelligence-driven com-
merce, digital platforms, cryptocurren-
cies and other technology-led business
models.

Nine years after its launch, GST has
firmly established itself as the founda-
tion of India’s unified domestic market.
Yet, it should not be viewed as a com-
pleted reform but as one that contin-
ues to evolve. Rationalising tax rates
further, reducing compliance costs for
small enterprises, expanding the tax
base by bringing excluded sectors with-
in the GST framework and improving
dispute resolution will determine the
next phase of its success. If these re-
forms are pursued with consistency
and cooperative federalism, GST will
not merely remain India’s largest tax
reform—it will become one of the coun-
try’s most important drivers of long-
term economic growth, investment and
competitiveness.

-

KAMARAVAT
MEMBER
PLUS NGO
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EN
Col. Harpal Sing
Grewal, New
Director of ESCI

HYDERABAD, JULY 01:

Col HS Grewal is an
accomplished leader
with 38+ years of experi-
ence in the Indian Army
and Corporate Sector,
specializing in Admin-
istration, Communi-
cations, Information
Systems, and Electronic
Warfare. A Master’s from
IIT Roorkeein Commu-
nication System Technol-
ogies, he commanded an
Electronic Warfare Unit
& NCC Group HQ and
is a recipient of several
Commendation Cards in-
cluding the COAS Com-
mendation and India
Achievers Award. Hehas
presented research on
Software Defined Radi-
os, EMI/ EMC and Next
Generation Networks at
various national and in-
ternational forums. An
enthusiastic sportsman,
he enjoys hockey, cricket
and golf. Col Grewal has
assumed charge as Di-
rector, Engineering Staff
College of India, Gachi-
bowli, Hyderabad on 1st
July, 2026.

Raj Singh and
Urvashi Rangara
Promoted as
Additional
Directors

State Government
Issues Promotion
Orders Elevating Both
Officers from Joint
Director to Additional
Director

CHANDIGARH, JULY 1

he Haryana Govern-

ment has promoted
two senior officers of
the Information, Public
Relations and Languag-
es Department, Sh. Raj
Singh and Ms. Urvashi
Rangara, from the post
of Joint Director to Ad-
ditional Director with
immediate effect.

The necessary admin-
istrative orders in this
regard have been issued
by the Commissioner
and Secretary, Informa-
tion, Public Relations,
Languages and Culture
Department.

Ram Temple
donations case;
Impose martial
law, hand over
probe to Army,
says Congress

BHOPAL:

he Madhya Pradesh

Congress on
Wednesday demanded
that the Army investi-
gate the alleged Ayodhya
Ram Temple donations
embezzlement case and
impose martial law in
the entire region, claim-
ing that normal agencies
will not be able to con-
duct an impartial probe
into the sensitive matter.
The opposition party al-
leged that the SIT has
taken action only against
low-rung employees who
count donation money,
but no FIR has been reg-
istered against the main
culprits.

The Congress also de-
manded the dissolution
of the current committee
of the Shri Ram Janma-
bhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust.

HOMELAND

Operation Fadnavis: Aaditya Thackeray claims
conspiracy to weaken Maharashtra CM

When asked whether the
Shiv Sena (UBT) suffers
from a perception prob-
lem of being family-run

organisations, Aaditya
Thackeray said he was
"very proud" of his fam-
ily legacy and insisted
that political legitimacy
ultimately comes from
electoral acceptance.

hiv Sena (UBT) leader Aadit-

ya Thackeray has described
the recent wave of defections
from his party as part of an
elaborate plan allegedly orches-
trated by Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde to
weaken Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis. He further alleged
that Shinde is acting on instruc-
tions from senior BJP leadership
at the Centre, with the objective
of undermining Fadnavis’s pros-
pects in national politics.

The remarks come amid con-
tinuing political hostility be-
tween the Shiv Sena (UBT) and
the Shinde-led faction, following
the switch of six out of nine MPs
from the Thackeray camp to the
rival Sena group. Speaking to
Rajdeep Sardesai on India Today
TV, Thackeray said the Shiv Sena
(UBT) was “collateral damage”
in what he described as a broad-
er pattern of political engineer-
ing in Maharashtra and beyond,
terming the recent defections
as part of “Operation Devendra
Fadnavis.”

'FADNAVIS’S LAST ASSEMBLY
SESSION AS CM'

Explaining what he meant by
“Operation Devendra Fadnavis,”
Thackeray alleged that several
senior leaders who were once
seen as potential national-level
contenders had, over time, been
systematically moved or “repo-
sitioned” within the party hier-
archy.

He claimed that Shinde’s ac-
tions were effectively serving
interests within the BJP at the
Centre, with the aim of ensuring
that Fadnavis is no longer seen
as a contender for the Prime
Minister’s post.

He also suggested that Fad-
navis could eventually be moved
to the Union Cabinet, indicating
that the current political ar-
rangement in Maharashtra may
not be permanent.

“Mark my words: this could be
Devendra Fadnavis’s last Assem-
bly session as Chief Minister,” he
said, adding that Shinde is seek-
ing to regain the Chief Minister’s
post.

Thackeray cited the examples
of Nitin Gadkari and Shivraj
Singh Chouhan to support his
argument.

“When Gadkari was about to
become BJP president for the
third time, controversies around
Poorti and other issues surfaced.
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, a widely
accepted and popular Chief Min-
ister of Madhya Pradesh, was
subsequently moved from state

S~
leadership and brought into the
Union Cabinet,” he said.
'MONEY POWER INFLU-

ENCING DEFECTIONS'

Responding to allegations
that he has repeatedly claimed
defections are driven by mon-
ey without producing concrete
proof, the Shiv Sena (UBT) lead-
er insisted that evidence does
exist. “I do have evidence,” he
said, referring to televised clips
and widely circulated visuals. He
pointed to a video involving Ra-
jesh Shirsagar allegedly asking
a contractor for money, and an-
other showing Sanjay Shirsat sit-
ting beside bags of cash, both of
which, he noted, were carried by
multiple news channels. Thac-
keray argued that these inci-
dents point to a broader pattern
in Maharashtra politics, where
defections are often followed by
sudden personal financial gains.

He alleged that several legis-
lators who switched parties ex-
perienced a sharp rise in wealth
shortly after joining the ruling

Reservation protest turns
violent in Jaipur, police deploy

tear gas and cane-charge

JAIPUR,JULY 1

violent clash erupted be-

ween protesters and the
police in Jaipur on Wednes-
day evening following a Ma-
hapanchayat of nomadic and
semi-nomadic (DNT) com-
munities. The protesters,
who were demanding 10 per
cent reservation, attempted
to march towards the Chief
Minister's residence after
the gathering. When police
stopped them at barricades,
the situation escalated into
violence. The protesters al-
legedly pelted stones at police
personnel, prompting the po-
lice to resort to a lathi-charge
and tear gas shelling to dis-
perse the crowd. Around a
dozen people, including po-
lice personnel and local resi-
dents, were injured in the vio-
lence. Several protesters were
also injured during the police
action. A heavy police force
was deployed, and author-
ities said the situation was
later brought under control.
Around 50 protesters have
been detained. Members of
the nomadic and semi-no-

madic communities had gath-
ered at Vidyadhar Nagar Sta-
dium for a Mahapanchayat to
press their demand for 10 per
cent reservation. After the
meeting concluded at around
6 p.m., participants an-
nounced a march towards the
Chief Minister's residence.
Police had already put exten-
sive security arrangements
in place and erected barri-
cades to prevent the march.
When protesters attempted
to breach the barricades, a
scuffle broke out, which soon
turned violent. DCP (North)
Karan Sharma said the po-
lice had facilitated a meeting
between a delegation of the
protesters and senior govern-
ment officials, and the dis-
cussions had been positive.
According to Sharma, despite
the talks, some protesters
suddenly turned aggressive,
attempted to break through
the barricades and allegedly
misbehaved with local resi-
dents.

When police intervened,
they allegedly began pelting
stones at both police person-
nel and civilians.

side.

Some, he said, purchased
luxury apartments in high-rise
buildings, while others acquired
expensive cars within months
of their defection. “How does
such sudden economic uplift-
ment happen immediately after
changing political sides?” he
asked.

'"PROUD OF MY FAMILY

LINEAGE'

When asked whether the Shiv
Sena (UBT), like other regional
parties including the TMC, suf-
fers from a perception problem
of being family-run organisa-
tions, something critics argue
makes them more vulnerable to
defections, Thackeray said he
was “very proud” of his family
legacy and insisted that politi-
cal legitimacy ultimately comes
from electoral acceptance. The
question referred to repeated
criticism by the BJP that “pari-
varvaad” (dynastic politics) has
driven leaders in smaller par-
ties to quit in search of greater
freedom and opportunities else-
where.

“I'm very proud of my herit-
age, my legacy, my family,” he
said, adding that leadership is
ultimately validated at the bal-
lot box. “If the people accept
me, they will accept me. And
for the last two elections, they
have accepted me,” he said. He
argued that defections were not
driven by dissatisfaction with
family-led parties, but by other

factors such as legal pressure
and inducements. He alleged
that “some leaders who switched
sides were facing cases from
agencies like the Enforcement
Directorate, Income Tax Depart-
ment, or CBI, while others were
offered money.”

Thackeray also turned the
criticism back on the BJP, claim-
ing that dynastic politics is not
limited to regional parties and
that the BJP itself has a signifi-
cant number of leaders from po-
litical families. He described this
as a contradiction in the party’s
public stance. “That’s the bag-
gage they’re carrying, and that’s
where the hypocrisy speaks out
very loud,” he said.

'BJP IS BABAR JANATA

PARTY'

The 36-year-old leader also
strongly criticised the BJP over
the controversy surrounding al-
leged irregularities in donations
linked to the Ram Temple in Ay-
odhya, questioning the function-
ing of the temple trust.

Reiterating Shiv Sena’s his-
torical association with the Ram
Temple movement, he pointed to
the party’s 2018 campaign and
contributions made to the trust.

“In 2018, when the BJP had
forgotten the Ram Temple, we
had gone there and said, ‘Peh-
le Mandir, phir Sarkar.’ That’s
when the BJP remembered. The
Ram Temple was built thanks to
the Supreme Court’s decision,
not the BJP,” he said.

NFR Enhances Loco Pilot
Training with Interactive Tech

MALIGAON, 1JULY, 2026:

In a significant step towards
strengthening  operation-
al safety and modernising
railway training practices,
Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) has introduced several
interactive digital technolo-
gies at crew lobbies across Ka-
tihar Division to enhance the
learning experience of Loco
Pilots. These initiatives are
aimed at providing more ef-
fective, practical and technol-
ogy-driven training, enabling
crew members to improve
their operational knowledge
and decision-making skills
while ensuring safer and more
efficient train operations.

As part of the initiative,
interactive touch panels have
been installed in all crew
lobbies of the division. These
digital platforms facilitate
day-to-day learning, counsel-
ling sessions and quick access
to important operational in-
formation, making the train-
ing process more engaging
and wuser friendly. Katihar
Division has also introduced
interactive quizzes on the Au-

tomatic Signalling System, al-
lowing Loco Pilots to regular-
ly assess and strengthen their
understanding of signalling
principles directly at the crew
lobbies. In addition, a physi-
cal working model of the Au-
tomatic Signalling System has
been implemented to provide
practical demonstrations and
improve conceptual under-
standing through hands-on
learning.

To further enrich route
learning, the division has in-
troduced interactive route
videography covering both
day and night conditions.
These high quality videos
provide loco pilots with real-
istic visual familiarisation of
railway routes, helping them
identify signals, landmarks,
gradients and other opera-
tional features under vary-
ing visibility conditions. This

digital approach is expected
to significantly improve route
knowledge and operational
preparedness before under-
taking train operations.

The division has also
launched a dedicated podcast
series on railway operational
topics, including the function-
ing of the R.S.Valve, offering
an innovative platform for
continuous learning. Simul-
taneously, the crew lobby at
Malda Town (MLDT) has been
upgraded with improved digi-
tal infrastructure and mod-
ern facilities to support tech-
nology-enabled training and
counselling. These initiatives
reflect NFR’s continued com-
mitment towards leveraging
digital technologies to build
a highly skilled workforce,
strengthen safety standards
and promote excellence in
railway operations.

Madhya Pradesh is the leading
state of the country from spiritual

DR.BHUPENDRA VIKAL

Bhopal: Chief Minister
DrMohan Yadav has said
that the land of Barwani and
Nimar has been rich with
saints, culture and folk tra-
ditions. The saint tradition
of India has always shown
the right direction to the so-
ciety, with their guidance the
spirit of harmony, restraint
and service develops in the
society. Service to the poor,
needy and suffering is true
devotion, society progress-
es only when religion and
service go together, this is
the basic message of Indian
culture. The Khatu Shyam
Temple to be built in Ta-
lun of Barwani district will
strengthen  this  glorious
heritage and the coming gen-
erations will also connect
with this heritage. Chief Min-
ister DrYadav was addressing
the consecration of Khatu
Shyam Temple in Talun and
the 21 Kundiya Mahayagya
program virtually from the
Chief Minister's residence.

cultural and religious point of view: Chief Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav
Virtually addressed the consecration program of Khatu Shyam Mandir Talun Barwani

Baba Shri Khatu Shyam sacri-
ficed his life for the protection
of religion and public welfare

Chief Minister DrYadav
said that today's occasion is
not only the consecration of
the temple, but also the festi-
val of reverence, faith and re-
naissance of Sanatan culture.
May the blessings of Baba Shri
Khatu Shyam be upon all the
devotees. Baba Khatu Shyam
is called the support of the
defeated, because he is con-

sidered the god who removes
the sorrows of his devotees.
Baba Khatu Shyam is consid-
ered to be the incarnation of
Barbarik. In Mahabharata, he
had offered his head to Lord
Krishna for the protection of
religion and public welfare.
His unique sacrifice is the
supreme example of bravery,
humility and dedication in In-
dian culture. After parikrama
of Maa Narmada ji, the idea
of building a Khatu Shyam
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temple came to the mind of
Mahant Shri Shashi Giri Ji
Maharaj and with the coop-
eration of the devotees of the
city, the dream of the temple
came true.

The state government is
continuously working
for the conservation and
development of ancient
heritage

Chief Minister DrYadav
said that Madhya Pradesh
is the leading state of the

country from spiritual, cul-
tural and religious point of
view. The state government
is continuously working for
the conservation and develop-
ment of ancient heritage. Re-
ligious tourism and cultural
development also strengthens
the local economy. This tem-
ple will also become an impor-
tant stop in that journey. Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav prayed to
Baba Shri Khatu Shyam for
happiness, prosperity and
health in everyone's life and
for the development of the
state and welfare of the people
of the state. MP Gajendra Pa-
tel, District Panchayat Presi-
dent Wadwani Balwant Patel,
Mahant Maha Mandaleshwar
Hari Surendra Giri Maha-
raj, President Khatu Shyam
Mandir Wadwani Shashi Giri
Maharaj and other saints,
public representatives and a
large number of devotees were
present in the program.

&

Organisational meetings

¢ 4

held in all five assemblies

of Aam Aadmi Party

emphasis given on strengthening the organization

DR.BHUPENDRA VIKAL

hivpuri. Aam Aadmi

Party successfully or-
ganized organizational
meetings in all five assem-
bly constituencies of the
district. The meetings were
attended mainly by Madhya
Pradesh co-in-charge Surjit
Singh Pawar, State Organi-
zation Minister Amit Shar-
ma, State Vice President Ms.
Maniksha Singh Tomar and
State Youth Wing President
Vikram Singh Lodhi who
came mainly from Delhi.
In these meetings, District
President Rajkumar Gupta,
District Organization Min-
ister Yogesh Sharma and
Women Wing District Pres-
ident Mrs. Neetu Parihar
were also present in all the
assembly meetings.

Pohari assembly meeting
in-charge Mukesh Ojha and
Drlt was organized by Da-
modar Dhakad and Sunil
Puri Goswami, in which a
large number of workers
participated. The meeting
of Kolaras Assembly was
organized by Assembly in-
charge Satish Kushwaha
in Badarwas. In the meet-

ing, the state officials were
warmly welcomed with fire-
works and a large number
of workers were present.
The meeting of Karaira As-
sembly was organized in
Narwar by Kaluram Kus-
hwaha, Hanumant Singh
Kansana and Lokendra Ra-
wat and Ajmer Singh. The
meeting of Pichor Assembly
was organized by Assem-
bly in-charge Sanit Gupta
and Jairam Jo. In all the
meetings, Madhya Pradesh
co-in-charge Surjit Singh
Pawar gave detailed guid-
ance regarding strength-
ening the organization up
to the booth level, adding
new workers and strongly
raising public issues. His
views were appreciated by
all the workers and they ex-
pressed confidence in mov-
ing forward with the resolve
to strengthen the organi-
zation. District President
Rajkumar Gupta expressed
his gratitude to all the state
officials, assembly in-charg-
es and workers and said that
these meetings will give
new energy and strength to
the organization in Shivpuri
district.

CM Bhagwant Mann
launches monthly aid
scheme for Punjab's women

hief Minister Bhagwant

Mann on Wednesday
launched the Punjab gov-
ernment’s monthly financial
assistance scheme for wom-
en, ‘Mawan Dhiyan Satkar
Yojna’, and said AAP had
fulfilled its final poll guar-
antee made before the 2022
Assembly polls. Under the
scheme, women from the
general category will get Rs
1,000 a month, while women
from the Scheduled Castes
will get Rs 1,500.

Addressing a gathering
of women, Mann said more
than 40 lakh women had
already been registered un-
der the scheme. He said the
benefit had started from
July and that funds would be
transferred directly to bank
accounts, with some women
at the event saying they had
received messages about the
money being credited.

Mann called the day “his-
toric” and described the in-
itiative as a major step for
women. “The ‘Satkar Raashi’
has started from July and it
will pave the way for wom-
en empowerment. This is an
ambitious scheme and we
have launched it with com-
plete planning to ensure that
it continues permanently,”
he said. He added that ben-
eficiaries above the age of
18 would receive messages
regarding the financial as-
sistance. He said women
already receiving social se-
curity pensions would also
be eligible under the scheme
and claimed that around 97
per cent of women in Punjab
were expected to benefit. The
state government, he said,
had earmarked Rs 9,300
crore in the budget for the
scheme. Mann also targeted
opposition parties, saying
they had “always” attacked
his government over the
scheme and that “now their
mouths will be shut” after its
implementation.

Mann said the financial
assistance might not make
women rich, but would give
them dignity and self-re-
spect. “Women deserve the
highest respect because they
are the source of life itself.
The blessings of our moth-
ers and sisters can help us
overcome every challenge
in the world. Strengthening
women’s financial autonomy
is essential for improving

household welfare, promot-
ing gender equity and en-
hancing women’s participa-
tion in social and economic
decision-making,” he said.

He also said the scheme
would never stop because it
was an act of trust reposed
in the people. Mann said tax
collected from the people
belonged to them and the
government was spending it
for their welfare. “People’s
money is coming back to
the people through devel-
opment, schools, hospitals
and roads. The state govern-
ment is working only for the
people,” he said. Mann also
said, “Mobile phones of wom-
en will start beeping with
notifications, ushering in a
new era of prosperity where
women live with dignity and
pride.” The first instalment
of Rs 4,500 for Scheduled
Caste beneficiaries and Rs
3,000 for women from the
general category was trans-
ferred to bank accounts on
Wednesday. Senior AAP
leader Manish Sisodia and
Cabinet minister Aman Aro-
ra were present at the event.
After the launch, Sisodia said
AAP honoured every promise
made to the people.

Mann had said on Tues-
day that benefits under the
scheme would be applicable
from July 1 even if registra-
tion cards were delivered lat-
er. Women aged 18 years and
above who are registered as
voters in Punjab and have a
valid Aadhaar card showing
Punjab residency along with
a valid voter ID issued by the
Election Commission are el-
igible. However, regular or
retired employees of the Pun-
jab government, the Centre,
or any other state or Union
Territory government, elect-
ed MLAs or MPs, and the
spouses of serving ministers,
MPs or MLAs are excluded.
With the launch now formal-
ised, the scheme has begun
payments while setting out
who will receive the monthly
assistance and from when.
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India, Japan initiatives together a democratic axis
in Indo-Pacific, hlend securllv with development

NEW DELHI, JULY 1

From Security And Growth
for All in the Region (SAGAR)
to Mutual and Holistic Ad-
vancement for Security and
Growth Across Regions (MA-
HASAGAR), India's maritime
vision has grown into a leader-
ship position, which resonates
with Japan's Free and Open
Indo-Pacific (FOIP) frame-
work, as said by Prime Minis-
ter Sanae Takaichi herself in a
recent article.

Together, the initiatives of
two Premiers represent a dem-
ocratic axis in the Indo-Pacific
that blends security with devel-
opment, and deterrence with
inclusivity.

In a world order marked by
uncertainty, India and Japan
are betting that their converg-
ing visions will not only secure
the seas but also empower na-
tions across the Global South
to chart their own course.

Outlining India's policy to-
wards the Indian Ocean Re-
gion (IOR), Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi first articulated
SAGAR in March 2015 while
commissioning the offshore
patrol vessel Barracuda, built
in Kolkata's Garden Reach in
Mauritius.

It was a maritime outreach
strategy aimed at ensuring sta-
bility and prosperity in the In-
dian Ocean Region (IOR).

Prime Minister Modi de-
scribed SAGAR as India's
commitment to act as a "net
security provider" and to up-
hold trust, transparency, and
peaceful resolution of mari-
time disputes.

A decade later, in March
2025, when Prime Minister
Modi returned to Mauritius, he
unveiled MAHASAGAR. This
expanded vision reflects In-
dia's ambition to move beyond
the Indian Ocean and position
itself as a leader of the Global
South, offering a framework
that blends security with de-
velopment, trade, and sustain-
ability.

Interestingly, in several In-
dian languages, "Sagar" means

sea, and "Mahasagar" the
ocean. The use marks a stra-
tegic evolution from a regional
focus on the Indian Ocean to
a global maritime vision, with
particular emphasis on the
Global South, as was pointed
out earlier by Suchitra Durai,
former Ambassador of India to
Thailand.

Prime Minister Modi's en-
gagements with Mauritius,
Maldives, Trinidad and Toba-
g0, Ghana and the Philippines,
are aligned with the MA-
HASAGAR vision, she opined.

Incidentally, Prime Minister
Sane Takaichi's article aligns
her FOIP vision with her Indi-

an counterpart Narendra Mo-
di's initiative.

According to Takaichi, a
genuinely free and open region
is not one where only the great
powers enjoy freedom but one
where every nation is able to
chart its own course of its own
free will, unswayed by external
coercion. She praised India as
an indispensable partner, not-
ing that India is a maritime na-
tion that has taken concrete ac-
tion to provide regional stabili-
ty and support the resilience of
countries in the area.

Her words underscore a
convergence, where Japan's
FOIP emphasises rule of law

and freedom of navigation, and
India's MAHASAGAR adds a
developmental dimension.

Together, they present a
democratic counter-narrative
to China's Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) and its "String of
Pearls" encircling strategy in
the Indian Ocean.

The Indo-Pacific is the geo-
political theatre of the 2ist
century. China's assertiveness,
whether through military ex-
pansion in the South China Sea
or infrastructure diplomacy
in South Asia, has unsettled
smaller nations.

Even the United States, be-
ing influential, is still recali-
brating its commitments. This
creates space for middle pow-
ers like India and Japan to step
up. For India, MAHASAGAR
will establish its role as a re-
sponsible power, balancing
hard security with soft power.
For Japan, FOIP ensures that
democratic values and freedom
of navigation remain central to
regional order.

And for the Global South

overal, MAHASAGAR and
FOIP offer alternatives to de-
pendency on China, emphasis-
ing partnership and autonomy.

India and Japan friendship
has a long history of associa-
tion, with strong cultural and
civilisation ties. In the recent
past, the relationship has
transformed to a partnership
of great substance and pur-
pose. Regional and broader
international ties include the
Asia-Africa Growth Corridor
(AAGR), and defence ties like
the Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue, a strategic dialogue that
also include the United States
and Australia.

In the former instance, India
and Japan are already collabo-
rating on projects in countries
like Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, and some African na-
tions. As Japan's FOIP and In-
dia's MAHASAGAR converge,
the Indo-Pacific may witness a
new axis of cooperation -- one
that blends security with devel-
opment, and deterrence with
inclusivity.

Pakistan

QUETTA,JULY 1

Leading Baloch human
rights defender Mir Yar Ba-
loch has slammed China for
using Islamabad as a "dip-
lomatic gun" against India
over New Delhi's decision
to suspend the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty (IWT) follow-
ing the heinous Pahalgam
terror attack last year by
Pakistan-backed terrorists.
Highlighting "realities on
the ground", he also assert-
ed that Pakistan is now only
a "guest in Balochistan for a
few more years".

The people of Balochistan,
he said, have reaffirmed
their resolve to launch a
global campaign to expose
"terrorism of Pakistan and
China" in response to at-
tempts being made by Islam-
abad and Beijing to spread
disinformation over India's
suspension of the IWT.

"China and Pakistan's
presence in Balochistan is il-
legal and unlawful, and both
occupiers must leave the Ba-
loch sea and surface imme-
diately. China is attempting
to use Pakistan as a diplo-
matic gun against India. Bei-
jing should understand un-
der which international law
it has been permitted to join
hands with Pakistan to con-
duct and facilitate the Baloch
genocide of the Baloch peo-
ple over the past 70 years for
the purpose of plundering
CPEC, Balochistan's mineral
resources, and its rare earth

'suest' in
Balochistan for few more
years: Baloch act1v1st

minerals,” Mir posted on X.

“China is fully aware that
Balochistan has never been a
part of Pakistan.

Nevertheless, as a perma-
nent member of the United
Nations Security Council, it
is investing 70 billion dol-
lars in Balochistan against
the will and wishes of the
Baloch people through the
use of guns, tanks, artillery,
and fighter aircraft, while the
benefits of these investments
are illegal and unlawful,” he
added.

Mir alleged that China has
been supporting Pakistan's
military and the Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI) with
advanced drones, technolo-
gy, intelligence sharing, and
other resources, claiming
that the assistance has con-
tributed to state violence,
gross human rights abuses,
and the economic exploita-
tion of Balochistan. He fur-
ther said that China has no
right to become a “direct
participant in the genocide,
ethnic cleansing, and slaugh-
ter of the Baloch people" in
pursuit of its financial and
economic interests.

Trump hails first flight of new Air

WASHINGTON, JULY 1

US President Donald Trump on
Wednesday hailed the inaugural
flight of the new Air Force One,
calling it the first journey aboard
what he described as "maybe the
greatest commercial plane ever
built" while also declaring that
talks on the "denuclearisation”
of Iran were progressing well.

Speaking to reporters before
boarding the aircraft for trav-
el to the opening of the Teddy
Roosevelt Presidential Library,
Trump said the aircraft sym-
bolised America's stature and
replaced a presidential fleet that
had become outdated. "So, this
will be the first flight of what I
think is maybe the greatest com-
mercial plane ever built," Trump
said. "I said to Boeing, what's the
best one? They said this is the
best plane ever built." He said
the aircraft had recently been
modified to meet presidential
security requirements.

"They just completed it. They
made it appropriate for a pres-
ident; that means the security
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and all of the different bells and
whistles they put on, very com-
plex stuff, but it's really quite
something," he said.

Calling the aircraft one "that
the United States of America
should have", Trump noted that
the existing Air Force One fleet
was "35-36 years old".

"It really didn't look appro-
priate for our country. So, we're
very proud of this; the country is
very proud of it," he said.

Asked about the cost of the
aircraft, Trump said it had been
provided by Qatar. "It cost very
little relative to what it would
cost if we did it a different way.

So, this was a gift from a country
that's treated us very well, and
they're an ally of ours over in the
Middle East, Qatar," he said.
Trump said he had sought
permission from Qatar to use
the aircraft while new presiden-
tial aircraft ordered from Boeing
were still under construction.
"I went to Qatar; I said, I'd like
to use it for a period of time
because the other ones, as you
know, are under construction,”
he said. According to Trump,
Qatar's Emir responded: "No,
no, I'd like to make a contribu-
tion to the country." The Presi-
dent also used the appearance

Force One

to offer an upbeat assessment of
US-Iran diplomacy following re-
cent American military strikes.

"As far as things are going, the
denuclearisation of Iran is mov-
ing along well. They've had very
good meetings, and we'll see," he
said. "We hit them very hard for
three nights, as you know, but
we're getting along very well."

Pressed on whether Wash-
ington could return to military
action if Iran failed to comply
with the memorandum of un-
derstanding, Trump replied: "I
think they've come a long way.
We hit them very hard last week.
I think they're fine." "I think
we're going to -- it's the denucle-
arisation of Iran, it's very simple.
And Iran cannot have a nuclear
weapon,” he added.

Trump also pointed to what
he described as strong econom-
ic performance, saying stock
markets were setting records
and investment commitments
had reached "$19.1 trillion". He
argued that rising markets were
benefiting ordinary Americans
through retirement savings.

Foreign Secretary Vikeam Misris tenure extended by a year amid global challenges

NEW DELHI, JULY 1

Foreign Secretary Vikram Mis-
ri's tenure has been extended
by a year beyond its scheduled
end in mid-July, it was an-
nounced on Wednesday.

The Appointments Commit-
tee of the Cabinet (ACC) has ap-
proved the extension of service
for the 1989 batch Indian For-
eign Service officer for a period
of one year beyond his original
tenure ending on July 14, 2026
-- that is, up to July 14, 2027, or

until further orders, whichever
is earlier. The order, issued by
the Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) under the
Ministry of Personnel, Pub-

lic Grievances and Pensions,
invokes provisions of Funda-
mental Rule 56(d).

Misri, a seasoned diplomat
with extensive experience in
key bilateral and multilateral
assignments, has been at the
helm of India’s foreign policy
apparatus since his appoint-
ment as Foreign Secretary in
2024. His tenure has coincided
with a period of intense glob-
al geopolitical flux, including
ongoing tensions in West Asia
and Ukraine, evolving dynam-

ics in the Indo-Pacific, India’s
assertive role in the Global
South, and critical neighbour-
hood engagements with China,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh.

Sources indicate that the
extension reflects the govern-
ment’s confidence in Misri’s
leadership and the need for
continuity in steering India’s
foreign policy during a crucial
phase. Misri, who has served in
Pakistan, Europe, and the US
and has been the Ambassador
to Myanmar and China.

China publicly speaks about
peace, economic cooperation
and regional stability while
aggressively positions its
military and takes actions
that fuel violence, a report
has detailed while accusing
Beijing of using "two-faced
diplomacy" in several parts
of the world.

China's dual policy is also
seen in Africa, where Bei-
jing's official position was
opposed to its actions. China
claims that it wants peace as
a potential mediator in civ-
il war in Sudan. However,
that stance is contrasted by
the proliferation of weap-
ons made by its state-owned
companies, which prolongs
the conflict by supplying
weapons to both sides, ac-
cording to a report in the
Africa Defense Forum (ADF)
magazine.

It quoted a geopolitical an-
alyst accusing China of em-
ploying two-faced diplomacy
in Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC), where it has
partnered with the govern-
ment while maintaining de-
fence and economic ties with
Rwanda and Uganda.

China us1ng two-
faced diplomacy' in
Central Africa: Report

BEIJING, JULY 1

"'Beijing’s growing mili-
tary and defence-industrial
activities in the region signal
a narrow, opportunistic turn
that risks fueling further in-
stability, Samir Bhattacha-
rya, an associate fellow at
Observer Research Founda-
tion, wrote in his May 11 es-
say titled "The Two Faces of
China's Security Engagement
in Central Africa’ which was
quoted by ADF.

"This two-faced diplomacy
— designed to protect invest-
ments and enhance influence
— risks ultimately undermin-
ing the very investments it
seeks to secure,” Bhattacha-
rya had mentioned.

China's primary interests
in the DRC are economic,
with firms related to Beijing
have control on most of co-
balt, coltan, copper and ura-
nium mines and the Congo-
lese armed forces have been
posted repeatedly to mining
sites in the east to safeguard
Chinese assets, the report
mentioned.

The DRC's ongoing battles
with M23 rebels include Chi-
nese drones and weaponry
on both sides, as the DRC,
Rwanda and Uganda have all
bought Chinese weapons.

NEW DELHI, JULY 1

Bangladesh’s sovereign sukuk
programme has raised Tk
53,000 crore raised so far but
failed to build a genuine Islam-
ic capital market, a new report
has said, after the central bank
this week auctioned the coun-
try’s first short-term sukuk- an
Islamic financial instrument.

On June 28, Bangladesh
Bank sold a nine-month sukuk
to raise Tk 5,500 crore for ru-
ral infrastructure, the report
from Bangladesh-based The
Daily Star said. The report
argued that these securities
are largely conventional gov-
ernment debt repackaged in
Shariah terminology.

Apart from the Islamic ter-
minology, it is a sale-and-lease-
back and investors rely on the
government’s promise to pay,
which is why "activity has not
produced a real Islamic capital
market," the report said. "The
state sells something it already

Bangladesh's sovereign
sukuk fails to build Islamic
capital market: Report

owns, rents it back, and prom-
ises to buy it again. Financiers
call this asset-based sukuk,
not asset-backed sukuk. In
an asset-backed structure,
investors genuinely own the
asset and share in its risks
and returns. In an asset-based
one, the asset is mostly a legal
formality," the media house
noted. It argued that Bangla-
desh should shift from one-off
sale-and-leaseback deals to
sukuk that finance new, in-
come-generating projects.

"The harder path is to use
sukuk to finance genuinely new
assets—roads, ports, power
plants, schools—and let the in-
strument work as it’s meant to
work. Governments often take
the easy path. Bangladesh did
too," the report said. While as-
set-based sukuk can be issued
only if there are public assets
to repackage, they raise ques-
tions about valuation and re-
purchase, require heavy legal
paperwork.

Balochistan: Three more civilians
forcibly disappeared by Pakistani forces

QUETTA,JULY 1

Another three civilians were
forcibly disappeared by Pa-
kistani forces in Balochistan,
leading human rights organi-
sations alleged on Wednesday.
Paank, the Baloch National
Movement's Human Rights
Department, mentioned that
20-year-old driver Azizullah
was allegedly taken away by
Pakistani forces during a raid
on June 29 in the Paroom area
of the Panjgur district.

Citing reports, the rights
body stated that security forc-
es, accompanied by a state-
backed armed group, took
him to an undisclosed location
while his whereabouts re-
mained unknown.

Paank called on the Pa-
kistani authorities to “im-
mediately reveal Azizullah's
whereabouts; ensure his safe-
ty; release him if he is being
held unlawfully or present
him before a competent court;
and conduct an independent
investigation to hold those re-
sponsible accountable.”

"Enforced disappearance is
a serious violation of interna-

tional human rights law and
must end,” the rights body
stressed.

In a separate incident on
the same day, another civilian,
Umer Jan Baloch, was subject-
ed to enforced disappearance
from the Chitkan Bazaar area
in Panjgur. Paank cited wit-
nesses who said that Umer was
forcibly taken from his shop by
personnel associated with Pa-
kistani security forces.

"Since the incident, there
has been no official infor-
mation regarding his where-
abouts or legal status, caus-
ing extreme distress to his
family, who are extremely
concerned for his safety,” the

rights body noted. Meanwhile
Baloch Voice for Justice (BVJ)
on Wednesday strongly con-
demned the repeated enforced
disappearance of a civilian,
Ahmed Mengal, from Khu-
zdar district in Balochistan,
while calling on human rights
organisations to intervene to
ensure his immediate and safe
release. According to the BVJ,
personnel of Pakistani forces
and intelligence agencies al-
legedly detained Mengal from
his shop in the Jakharabad
area of Khuzdar on May 26
and transferred him to an un-
disclosed location. Since then,
his whereabouts remain un-
known.

Beijing seminar re

ROME, JULY 1

A recent seminar in Beijing
underscored the evolution of
China's Sinicisation of Islam
— a campaign which requires
religious groups to align their
doctrines, customs and moral
values with Chinese culture.
Increasingly, the initiative
has shifted beyond cultural
adaptation to become a polit-
ical programme that expects
religious leaders to inter-
nalise and promote Chinese
Communist Party's (CCP)
doctrine, according to a latest
report.

The prominence of Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping's
thought  throughout the
training reflects the extent
to which the process has
evolved. Islam is being rein-
terpreted through a political
lens, while religious leaders
are being trained to guide the
faithful in line with the par-
ty's ideological framework, a
report in the Italy-based on-
line magazine ‘Bitter Winter'
detailed. “The latest training
programme for imams and
Islamic teachers, held from

flects China's push to
reinterpret Islam along party lines: Report

May 10 to 16 at the Central In-
stitute of Socialism in Beijing,
offered another glimpse into
the direction China expects
Islam to take. The event was
presented as a seminar on
the Sinicisation of Islam, yet
the curriculum focused al-
most entirely on Xi Jinping’s
political thought. The Quran
appeared only as a distant
backdrop, while the real focus
was on consolidating ideolog-
ical loyalty,” the report men-
tioned. “The opening speech-
es set the tone. Participants
were told to study Xi Jinping’s
views on religion, absorb “Xi
Jinping Thought on Social-
ism with Chinese Charac-

teristics for a New Era", and
cultivate what officials called
the correct understanding of
the nation, ethnicity, histo-
ry, culture, and religion. The
language echoed the formula
now used across all officially

recognised faiths: religious
leaders are expected to guide
believers toward identifica-
tion with the state, the Party,
and the narrative of national
rejuvenation,” it added.
According to the report,
the training was less a dis-
cussion of Islamic theology
and more an exercise in po-
litical indoctrination. The
seven-day programme fea-
tured lectures on Xi Jinping

Cultural Thought, the CCP’s
approach to religious gover-
nance, and the construction
of a unified national identity.

"Forty-five imams and Is-
lamic educators from across
China attended. Their task
was to learn how to reinter-
pret Islam in ways that rein-
force the Party’s priorities.
The emphasis on governance
according to law referred not
to Islamic jurisprudence but
to the regulatory framework
that places all religious activi-
ty under state supervision,” it
stated. The report noted that
the trend reflects a broader
effort to reshape all religions
into vehicles for a state-ap-
proved cultural identity.

The closing ceremony re-
inforced the same message:
“Islamic clergy must contrib-
ute to China’s modernisation
and to the project of national
unity.” While the Party’s rhet-
oric permeated every aspect
of the event, the report said,
the training was presented as
a patriotic duty, with partic-
ipants reminded that "their
role is to guide believers to-
ward loyalty to the state."

US detains three
Cubans after

Rubio action
WASHINGTON, JULY 1

Three Cuban nationals, including
a former employee of a Cuban
government-linked organisation
sanctioned by the United States
earlier this month, have been
taken into federal custody after
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
terminated their legal status, the
State Department said. State De-
partment spokesperson Tommy
Pigott said the three were ap-
prehended by federal agents this
week after Rubio revoked their
legal status. According to the de-
partment, Carlos Antonio Lloga
Dominguez, his wife and their
son are now in federal custody
pending removal from the United
States. The department alleged
that Lloga Dominguez "spent
more than a decade working as
a foreign subversive for the Com-
munist Cuban regime's premier
influence and intelligence front
group in the United States."

It said he spent more than 10
years employed by the Cuban
Institute of Friendship with the
People (ICAP) and "has contin-
ued to maintain ties to the trans-
national communist subversion
network throughout his time re-
siding in our nation."
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India Targets
Recycling 16,000

Ships in 10 Years
NEW DELHI:

India aims to recycle nearly
16,000 ships over the next
decade, and the country has
announced a financial com-
mitment of USD 8 billion to
support the growth of the
shipbuilding and ship recy-
cling sectors, Union Ship-
ping Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said on Wednes-
day. According to an official
statement, India and the
European Union have reaf-
firmed their commitment
to strengthening cooper-
ation in sustainable ship
recycling, with both sides
expressing confidence in the
progress made in facilitating
the inclusion of Indian ship
recycling facilities under
the European Union Ship
Recycling Regulation (EU-
SRR). During discussions
between Union Minister for
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways Sonowal and European
Commissioner for Environ-
ment, Water Resilience and a
Competitive Circular Econo-
my, Jessika Roswall, the two
sides reviewed the ongoing
audit and compliance pro-
cess for Indian ship recycling
yards, seeking recognition
under the EU regulatory
framework, it added.

MONEY MAT TERS

Sensex rises over 440 points, Nifty
closes above 24,000; IT stocks cap gains

Financial, auto and
FMCG stocks powered
the rally, while weakness
in IT shares and concerns
over a weak monsoon
kept investors cautious.

Benchmark equity indices
ended higher on Wednes-
day, with the Sensex gaining
nearly 444 points and the
Nifty reclaiming the 24,000
mark, as buying in financial,
auto and consumer stocks
outweighed losses in informa-
tion technology shares.

Falling crude oil prices,
easing geopolitical tensions in
the Middle East and optimism
around an India-US trade
agreement supported investor
sentiment, although concerns
over a weak monsoon contin-
ued to limit gains.

The BSE Sensex rose 443.97
points, or 0.58%, to close
at 76,922.64. The NSE Nif-
ty50 gained 140.10 points, or
0.59%, to settle at 24,005.85.

Financials, auto and con-
sumer goods stocks led the
advance, while IT stocks
remained under pressure.
Lower crude oil prices also

improved the outlook for in-
flation and India's current
account, lending support to
domestic equities.

The broader market also
ended in positive territory.
Nifty 100 gained 0.60%, Nif-
ty 200 rose 0.55%, Nifty 500
advanced 0.50%, Nifty Mid-
cap 50 climbed 0.69%, Nifty
Midcap 100 gained 0.34%
and Nifty Smallcap 100 rose
0.36%. India VIX, the mar-
ket's fear gauge, fell 2.62%.

Among sectoral indices,
Nifty Realty emerged as the
top performer, gaining 3.58%,
followed by Nifty FMCG,
which rose 2.08%, and Nif-
ty Media, up 2.07%. Nifty

NLCINDIA CMD

CONFERRED

NYVELI, JULY 01:

hri Prasanna Kumar Motu-

palli, Chairman and Manag-
ing Director, NLC India Limited
(NLCIL), was conferred the pres-
tigious Einstein World Records
Recognition in appreciation of his
exemplary and visionary decision
to introduce free bus transporta-
tion for school students studying
in Neyveli Township, a welfare
initiative that has significantly
benefited thousands of students
and their families. The recogni-
tion was presented on 30th June
2026 at A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Hall,
Neyveli by Dr. J. Monica Ro-
shinee, Co-Founder of Einstein
World Records, in the presence
of the Functional Directors of
NLC India Limited, senior offi-
cials, teachers, and students from
NLCIL schools. The initiative, in-
troduced under the leadership of
Shri Prasanna Kumar Motupalli,

in August 2024 has transformed
the daily commute of school chil-
dren by ensuring safe, timely and
cost-free transportation to educa-
tional institutions across Neyveli
Township. The initiative has not
only eased the financial burden on
families but has also enhanced ac-
cessibility to quality education. A
touching testimony was shared by
a girl student of NLC Girls Higher
Secondary School, Block 11 during
the function, who expressed that
the free bus service had brought
significant economic relief to her
family while ensuring that she
reached school safely and on time
every day. Her heartfelt words re-
flected the positive impact of the
initiative on thousands of students
across the township. Speaking on
the occasion, a teacher from NLC
Girls Higher Secondary School,
Block-11, observed that the avail-
ability of free transportation has
encouraged many parents, par-

Mid Small Financial Services
gained 1.47%, Nifty Financial
Services Ex-Bank advanced
1.36%, Nifty Auto rose 1.15%,
Nifty Pharma gained 0.99%,
Nifty PSU Bank advanced
0.99%, Nifty Consumer Dura-
bles edged up 0.01%, Nifty Oil
& Gas gained 0.49%, Nifty Pri-
vate Bank rose 0.89%, Nifty
Financial Services advanced
0.75% and Nifty Healthcare
Index gained 0.21%.

On the losing side, Nifty
IT dropped 2.01%, Nifty Mid
Small IT & Telecom fell 1.64%,
Nifty Metal declined 0.99%,
Nifty Pharma slipped 0.57%,
Nifty Mid Small Healthcare
fell 0.64%, Nifty Chemicals

lost 0.54% and Nifty500
Healthcare declined 0.39%.
TOP GAINERS AND
LOSERS

Among Sensex stocks, Eter-
nal surged 5.71%, followed by
Asian Paints, Hindustan Uni-
lever, Adani Ports, Mahindra
& Mahindra, State Bank of
India, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
UltraTech Cement, Maruti
Suzuki, Axis Bank, ITC, Reli-
ance Industries, Bharti Airtel,
BEL, Bajaj Finance and Bajaj
Finserv.

On the other hand, HCL
Technologies fell 3.46%, Tech
Mahindra declined 3.06%,
Tata Consultancy Servic-
es dropped 2.55%, Infosys
lost 1.51%, Larsen & Toubro
fell 1.24%, Tata Steel slipped
1.59% and HDFC Bank edged
lower by 0.28%.

Despite the positive close,
investors remained cautious
over the weak progress of the
southwest monsoon. Market
participants fear that a pro-
longed rainfall deficit could
hurt agricultural output, rural
demand and corporate earn-
ings in the coming quarters.

The Indian rupee also

weakened 0.6% against the
US dollar to 95.2475, track-
ing losses in Asian currencies
ahead of remarks from the US
Federal Reserve Chair and
amid uncertainty over US-
Iran negotiations.
WHAT TO EXPECT?

Vinod Nair, Head of Re-
search, Geojit Investments
Limited, said that te domestic
markets entered H2CY26 on
an optimistic footing as multi-
ple headwinds began to abate,
with the anticipated US-India
trade agreement, easing Mid-
dle East tensions, and benign
oil prices emerging as the key
drivers of positive sentiment.

'The recovery was broad-
based with an outperformance
of large caps due to a favoura-
ble valuation and an expecta-
tion of a partial reversal of FPI
sentiment after the last two
years of outflows. While near-
term sentiment remains con-
structive, markets are likely
to stay data-dependent, with
investors balancing improv-
ing domestic fundamentals
against evolving global mac-
roeconomic and geopolitical
developments," he added.

PRASANNA KUMAR MOTUPALLI

ticularly those with girl children,
to admit their daughters in Neyve-
li schools with greater confidence,
thereby promoting girls’ education
and educational inclusiveness.
Reading the citation, Dr. J. Monica
Roshinee, Co-Founder of Einstein
World Records, stated that the
recognition was being conferred in
appreciation of a socially impact-
ful decision that has directly ben-
efited thousands of children. She
remarked that NLC India Limited
is fortunate to have such a vision-

ary Chief Executive Officer whose
leadership reflects compassion,
commitment and concern for so-
ciety. Addressing the students, she
encouraged them to dream big,
remain ambitious and aspire to
become transformational leaders
like Shri Prasanna Kumar Motu-
palli. Accepting the recognition,
Shri Prasanna Kumar Motupalli
stated that nearly 30,000 school
children are pursuing their ed-
ucation in Neyveli Township, a
number that exceeds the employ-

Sharath Chandra Maroju
Named HMA President

HYDERABAD, 1ST JULY
2026

he Hyderabad Man-
agement Association
(HMA), an affiliate of the
All India Management As-
sociation, has at its Annu-
al General Meeting elected
Mr. Sharath Chandra Ma-
roju as its President for the
term 2026 to 2027. He as-
sumes office in July 2026,
bringing to the role more
than two decades of lead-
ership across engineer-
ing, sustainability, and
enterprise. Mr. Sharath
Maroju is the Founder and
CEO of Syndic Engineers,
a Hyderabad-based firm
focused on energy and
sustainable environment
solutions. Since co-found-
ing the company in 2016,
he has built a practice
spanning EPC consult-
ing and project solutions
across power, water and
wastewater, air pollution,
and chemical treatment
for industries as varied as
pharma, cement, sugar,
distillery, ethanol, steel,
FMCG, and biotechnology.
An award-winning en-
trepreneur and innovator,
Mr. Sharath Maroju was
conferred the FTCCI Ex-
cellence Award in Science
and Engineering by the
Chief Minister of Telanga-
na. He has filed a patent
for a sustainable solution
that generates green hy-
drogen from pharmaceuti-
cal wastewater, and serves
on the Board of Governors

of the Board of Technical
Education instituted by
the Government of Telan-
gana. He holds a Master’s
in Thermal Engineering
from JNTU, a Micro Mas-
ter from IIM Bangalore,
certification as a Char-
tered Engineer from the
IEI, an ADBA from the
London School of Business
and Finance, and a law
degree from Kakatiya Uni-
versity. He is also a Char-
tered Arbitrator (CIArb)
under the Royal Charter,
London, and a Lean Six
Sigma Black Belt certified
by MSMSE, Government
of India.

Setting out his vision
for the term, Mr. Sharath
Maroju said: “I am deep-
ly honoured to lead the
Hyderabad Management
Association at a moment
when management itself
is being reshaped by tech-
nology, sustainability, and
a new generation of lead-
ers. My agenda for the year
ahead rests on three com-
mitments, to Renew the
association’s foundations,
to Reimagine how we en-
gage our members and the

wider community, and to
Rise as a centre of man-
agement excellence for the
city and the region. I look
forward to working with
our members, partners,
and the AIMA family to
make this a defining year
for HMA.”

Mr. Sharath Maroju’s
professional journey in-
cludes earlier leadership
roles at Kirloskar Oil En-
gines Limited, Thermax
Limited, Mitsubishi in
the United Kingdom, and
Flexible Mobility in Sin-
gapore and Malaysia. A
keen writer with a long-
standing interest in liter-
ature and Indian classical
music, he is the author of
several books on sustaina-
bility and engineering, in-
cluding “Green Hydrogen
as an ESG Imperative”,
“Industrial ~ Wastewater
Remediation”, “Rubbish
to Revenue”, and “Carbon
Capture to Toner”, along-
side numerous articles and
publications on the circu-
lar economy, ESG, and
sustainable engineering.
Beyond his professional
work, he serves as Trustee
of the VSMILE Founda-
tion, a philanthropic trust
dedicated to women’s em-
powerment and girl child
education. The Hyderabad
Management Association
extends its congratula-
tions to Mr. Sharath Ma-
roju and looks forward
to a year of renewed pur-
pose and growth under his
leadership.

ee strength of NLC India Limited
itself. He noted that the consist-
ently outstanding academic per-
formance of students from Neyveli
schools stands as testimony to the
unwavering commitment of the
teachers, the hard work of the stu-
dents and the strong support ex-
tended by parents. He encouraged
the students to continue striving
for excellence, set higher goals and
achieve even greater milestones in
life. Dedicating the recognition to
the entire NLC India family, Shri
Prasanna Kumar Motupalli said:
“This recognition is not an
individual achievement but the
outcome of the collective commit-
ment of the entire NLC India fam-
ily. Every meaningful initiative
becomes successful only through
the wholehearted support of my
colleagues on the Board, our em-
ployees, teachers, officers, work-
men and their families. I gratefully
dedicate this recognition to all of
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them, whose shared vision and
teamwork continue to make NLC
India Limited an organisation that
serves society with purpose and
compassion.” The function was
attended by students from NLC
Boys Higher Secondary School
and NLC Girls Higher Secondary
School, who witnessed the recog-
nition ceremony with great enthu-
siasm. The occasion was celebrat-
ed as a Triple Ceremony, marking
three significant achievements of
NLC India Limited. Besides the
Einstein World Records recogni-
tion conferred upon the CMD, the
event also felicitated officials who
successfully obtained the IPMA
Level-C Certification through the
Learning & Development Centre
and honoured the Quality Circle
Teams of NLC India Limited for
winning Platinum Awards at the
recent Quality Circle Forum of In-
dia Convention held at Puducherry
on 12th and 13th June 2026.

MEIL and Analog Bring
Physical Intelligence to India

HYDERABAD, INDIA | JULY
1,2026:

eghaEngineering&
nfrastructuresLim-

ited (MEIL) and Analogtoday
announced a strategic part-
nership to deploy Physical In-
telligence across India.

Physical Intelligence is the
capacity of machines to per-
ceive, understand, and act
within the real world. Not
through rigid programming.
Throughcontinuouslearning.
Buildingalivingmodelofthe
world that grows more intelli-
gent with every interaction.

This partnership brings that
capability to India at scale.
MEIL brings the reach. Analog
brings the intelligence. To-
gether, they will work across
infrastructure, mobility, in-
dustrial systems, public safe-
ty, urban transformation, and
intelligent operations. The
announcement also marks a
deepening of the technology
relationship between India
and the United Arab Emirates.

PV Krishna Reddy, Man-

aging Director of MEIL,

said:

"Infrastructure has always
been the foundation of pro-
gress. The future of infrastruc-
ture is intelligent, connected,
and adaptive. That is exactly
what this partnership builds.
We are proud to work with
Analog to bring Physical Intel-
ligence to India."

Alex Kipman, Founder
and CEO of Analog, said:
"India is one of the most

important technology oppor-
tunities in the world. The engi-

1dia Lai

neering talent here is extraor-

dinary. The infrastructure
ambition is extraordinary. The
entrepreneurial energy is ex-
traordinary. Physical Intelli-
gencebelongsinthismoment.
And MEIL is the right partner
to help us build it. Together, we
are building a future without
limits." The partnership will
advance deployments across
intelligent infrastructure and
mobility, smart urban sys-
tems, advanced sensing and
operational intelligence, ro-
botics and spatial computing,
industrial transformation,
public safety, and Al-enabled
real-world environments. Be-
yond deployments, the col-
laboration will invest in long-
term capability creation, talent
development, and ecosystem
building in India. The an-
nouncement reinforces Hyder-
abad and Telangana's position
as a leading destination for
advanced technology invest-
ment and builds on Analog's
presence in India following the
signing of foundational agree-
mentsattheTelanganaRising
Global Summit.
About MEIL

Megha Engineering and In-

frastructures Limited (MEIL)

is one of India’s fastest-grow-
ing infrastructure and en-
gineering conglomerates,
headquartered in Hyderabad,
Telangana. Over the last three
decades, it has built a reputa-
tion for delivering large-scale,
complex, and critical projects
across irrigation, energy,
transportation, hydrocarbons,
and manufacturing, with op-
erations both in India and in-
ternationally.

Focused on technical ex-
cellence and community im-
pact, MEIL brings expertise
in tunnels, ports, highways,
water systems, power, and
heavy engineering. Its projects
emphasize quality, timely de-
livery, and environmental re-
sponsibility, creating durable
infrastructure that supports
sustainable development.

About Analog

Analog is a company born
from the belief that intel-
ligence belongs in the real
world. The company is build-
ing a living fabric of Physical
Intelligence that connects
people, places, and things into
one continuously learning and
self-reinforcing world model.

Headquartered in Abu Dha-
bi with lead investment from
G42, Analog partners with
governments and global enter-
prises to design systems that
see, think, and act within the
physical world. From intelli-
gent cities and autonomous
infrastructure to immersive
cultural experiences and ro-
botics, Analog is creating tech-
nology that amplifies rather
than limits what it means to be
human.
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IndiGo's new budget-friendly
'Lite' fare for cabin baggage

flyers takes off July 15

IndiGo has in-
troduced a new
budget-friendly fare
called IndiGo Lite for
Economy Class passen-
gers. The new option is
aimed at travellers who
fly with only cabin bag-
gage and do not want to
pay for services they do
not use.

he airline said IndiGo

Lite will be available for
booking from July 1, 2026,
through its direct channels,
including the IndiGo web-
site, mobile app and contact
centre. Travel under this
fare will begin from July
15, 2026. The new fare will
be offered on both domestic
and international non-stop
flights. It will be available
for one-way, return and mul-
ti-city bookings, and can be
booked for both adults and
children. According to the
airline, the fare is designed
for passengers travelling
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with only cabin baggage. By
paying only for the servic-
es they use, customers can
have greater control over
their travel costs.

Announcing the launch
on X, IndiGo said, "Travel
smart. Travel Lite. Meet In-
diGo Lite — a fare designed
for those who carry less,
wait less, and do more."

The airline believes the
new fare will appeal to pas-
sengers looking for a simpler
and more affordable travel
option. Meanwhile, at the
time of writing, shares of
InterGlobe Aviation, Indi-
Go's parent company, were
trading 0.25% lower at Rs
5,355.50 on Wednesday.
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EPFO extends online service
outage till July 2: What does
it mean for members?

EPAs part of the up-
grade, members will
not be able to submit
fresh claims through

the EPFO portal during

the maintenance peri-
od. The organisation
has also temporarily

stopped the processing

of claims while the mi-

gration work is under-

way.

illions of EPFO mem-

bers will have to wait a
little longer to access online
claim services. The Employ-
ees' Provident Fund Organi-
sation (EPFO) has extended
the outage of its online por-
tal as it continues work on a
major system upgrade. Ac-
cording to the latest update,
services are now expected to
resume at 12.00 am on July
2,2026.

MAINTENANCE PERI-
OD EXTENDED ONCE
AGAIN

EPFO is carrying out a
planned database consolida-
tion and software upgrade to
improve its claims processing
system. The organisation says
the exercise is aimed at mak-
ing its services quicker, more
efficient and more secure for
members. The maintenance
was initially scheduled to end
on June 28, with online ser-
vices expected to return on
June 29. However, the time-
line has now been revised
once again. The latest notice
says the maintenance work
will continue until 11.59 pm
on July 1, and services are
expected to be restored from

12.00 am on July 2.
ONLINE CLAIM SERVICES

REMAIN UNAVAILABLE

As part of the upgrade,
members will not be able to
submit fresh claims through
the EPFO portal during the
maintenance period. The
organisation has also tempo-
rarily stopped the processing
of claims while the migration
work is underway. EPFO has
clarified that members who
had already submitted their
claims before the mainte-
nance began do not need to
file them again. Those claims
will be processed once the
upgraded system becomes
operational.

WHY IS EPFO UPGRAD-
ING ITS SYSTEM?

According to EPFO, the
upgrade is intended to im-
prove the overall experience
for members. By consolidat-
ing its database and updating
its software applications, the
retirement fund body hopes
to speed up claim processing,
improve service delivery and
strengthen the security of its
systems. The organisation has
apologised for the temporary
disruption and thanked mem-
bers for their patience while
the work is being completed.
WHERE TO SEEK HELP

Members who need assis-
tance during the outage can
contact the EPFO call centre
by dialling 14470.

If the migration work is
completed as scheduled, all
online claim-related services
are expected to become avail-
able again from 12.00 am on
July 2, 2026.

FSSAI Flags
Red Bull, PepsiCo, Sting

he FSSAI issued notic-

es to six energy drink
brands -- Red Bull Energy
Drink, PepsiCo's Adrenaline
Rush Energy Drink, Reliance
Consumer Products' Campa
Energy Drink Gold Boost,
Sting Energy Drink, Hell En-
ergy and Coca-Cola-backed
Monster Energy over mis-
branding and misleading
claims. The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of In-
dia (FSSAI) on Wednesday
issued notices to six energy
drink brands over misbrand-
ing and misleading claims
related to products marketed
as "energy drinks". The six
brands named by the food
safety watchdog are: Red
Bull Energy Drink, Pepsi-
Co's Adrenaline Rush Energy
Drink, Reliance Consumer
Products’ Campa Energy
Drink Gold Boost, Sting En-
ergy Drink, Hell Energy and

Coca-Cola-backed Monster
Energy. In a post on Insta-
gram, the food regulator said
it had issued notices to these
brands claiming to be energy
drinks for violations related
to branding and promotion-
al claims. The FSSAI has not
notified any specific stand-
ard for products classified as
"energy drinks" or similar
beverages. It alleged that the
brands marketed their prod-
ucts using descriptors such
as "energy drink" on brand-
ing and labelling despite the
absence of such a notified cat-
egory. It further clarified that
the food category system un-
der its regulations is intend-
ed for classification purposes
and not for product naming
or labelling. The food regu-
lator also objected to certain
functional and therapeutic
claims associated with such

products.
] |
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“Your vitals are looking great. Keep
keep up the activity, and don't forget
to hydrate after your run.”

Al Skin Patch Brings

the Doctor to Your Skin

Tiny wearable performs Al-powered health
analysis in milliseconds without the cloud

In a major breakthrough that
could transform the future of
healthcare and wearable technol-
ogy, researchers at the University
of Chicago Pritzker School of
Molecular Engineering (UChi-
cago PME) have developed an
innovative skin-like artificial
intelligence (AI) computing patch
capable of analyzing health data
directly on the human body.
Unlike existing wearable devic-
es such as smartwatches, which
typically send data to external
servers for analysis, this revolu-
tionary patch performs complex
AI computations within millisec-
onds on the device itself.

The development marks a significant step
toward creating intelligent wearable and
implantable medical devices that can moni-
tor, interpret, and respond to health condi-
tions in real time without relying on cloud
computing or wireless communication. The
findings have been published in the prestig-
ious journal Nature Electronics.

A New Generation of
Smart Wearables

Modern wearable devices—including fit-
ness bands and smartwatches—have become
increasingly sophisticated in monitoring
health metrics such as heart rate, oxygen sat-
uration, physical activity, sleep quality, and
even electrocardiogram (ECG) signals. How-
ever, despite these capabilities, the majority
of data processing still occurs outside the
device. Typically, health information collect-
ed by wearables is transmitted through Blue-
tooth orinternet connections to smartphones
or cloud-based servers where artificial intel-
ligence algorithms analyze the information.
While effective in many situations, this pro-
cess introduces delays that may prove criti-
cal during medical emergencies. The new Al
skin patch eliminates this bottleneck by per-
forming all essential computations directly
on the wearable device. This "edge comput-
ing" approach enables instantaneous anal-
ysis, reducing response times from seconds
to mere milliseconds. For life-threatening
conditions such as ventricular fibrillation—a
dangerous heart rhythm disorder—even a
few milliseconds can make the difference be-

tween life and death.

Developed Through a Collabora-
tive Scientific Effort

The breakthrough is the result of a col-
laborative effort between researchers at the
University of Chicago Pritzker School of Mo-
lecular Engineering and Argonne National
Laboratory. The team succeeded by devel-
oping advanced manufacturing techniques
that allowed organic electronic components
to be printed directly onto flexible, skin-like
materials. This achievement overcomes one
of the biggest challenges in wearable elec-
tronics—building high-performance com-
puting systems that remain flexible enough
to stretch, bend, and move naturally with the
human body.

According to Sihong Wang, Associate Pro-
fessor of Molecular Engineering at UChicago
PME and co-senior author of the study, the
goal extends far beyond improving wearable
devices.

"The future that we're trying to realize is
to make wearable and implantable devices
smarter. It's helping people have a personal,
instantaneous doctor integrated into their
devices."

Making Electronics Behave Like
Human Skin

For several years, Wang's laboratory has
focused on creating electronics that mimic
the flexibility and softness of biological tis-
sues. Traditional silicon chips are rigid and
fragile, making them unsuitable for direct
attachment to the body's constantly moving
surfaces. Human skin stretches, twists, and
bends thousands of times every day. To solve
this problem, the research group previously
developed several flexible electronic technol-
ogies, including:

Stretchable transistor arrays

Flexible electronic circuits

Stretchable OLED displays

Skin-compatible electronic materials

The latest project builds upon these earli-
er innovations by integrating artificial intel-
ligence directly into stretchable electronics.

The result is a wearable computing plat-
form capable of staying in close contact with
human tissues while continuously process-
ing health information.

Neuromorphic Computing In-
spired by the Human Brain

One of the most remarkable aspects of the
new technology is its use of neuromorphic
computing. Unlike conventional computers
that process data using standard digital log-
ic, neuromorphic systems imitate the struc-
ture and function of the human brain.

These systems rely on networks of in-
terconnected electronic components that
behave similarly to biological neurons and
synapses, allowing them to perform AI tasks
efficiently while consuming very little power.

For wearable medical devices, neu-
romorphic computing offers several
important advantages:

Faster decision-making

Lower energy consumption

Continuous learning capability

Compact hardware

Real-time processing

The researchers sought to create a stretch-
able neuromorphic computing circuit capa-
ble of analyzing health signals while remain-
ing flexible enough to move with the body.

Organic Electrochemical Tran-
sistors: The Core Technology

At the heart of the AI skin patch lies a
special class of electronic devices known as
organic electrochemical transistors (OECTS).
Unlike conventional silicon transistors used
in computers and smartphones, OECTs
process information using both electrical
currents and ions moving through a gel-like
electrolyte. This unique operating mecha-
nism closely resembles how biological neu-
rons communicate. Even more importantly,
each transistor possesses its own memory
because the electrolyte retains information
over time.This allows the devices to function
similarly to brain synapses, which strength-
en or weaken their connections as learning
occurs. Instead of simply switching on and
off like traditional transistors, OECTs can si-
multaneously process and store information.
This combination of computing and memory
significantly improves efficiency for AT appli-
cations.

Overcoming Major Manufactur-
ing Challenges

Although organic electrochemical tran-

sistors offer enormous potential, manufac-
turing them at large scale proved extremely
difficult. Flexible substrates cannot tolerate
the high temperatures and harsh chemicals
commonly used in conventional semicon-
ductor fabrication. Additionally, the gel elec-
trolyte used inside the transistors behaves
almost like a liquid. Without careful control,
neighboring transistors can merge together,
creating electrical short circuits and render-
ing the device unusable. The research team
had to rethink traditional manufacturing
methods. According to Wang, one of the big-
gest questions was whether these materials
could be adapted for photolithography, the
standard patterning technique used across
the microelectronics industry.

A New Polymer Gel Solves the
Problem

The researchers developed an entirely new
polymer gel capable of changing its proper-
ties when exposed to ultraviolet (UV) light.
During manufacturing, the UV light hardens
the gel into precisely defined microscopic
structures while preserving the flexibility
required for wearable electronics. This in-
novation allowed the team to fabricate an
astonishing 10,000 organic electrochemical
transistors per square centimeter, equiva-
lent to approximately 64,500 transistors per
square inch. Such transistor density repre-
sents a major leap forward for flexible elec-
tronics and makes practical AI computing on
wearable devices possible.

Engineering Al in Physical
Materials

While software developers typically think
of artificial intelligence as mathematical al-
gorithms, building AI directly into hardware
presents a completely different challenge.
According to Zixuan Zhao, graduate student
at UChicago Computer Science and co-first
author of the study, every neural network
weight becomes a physical material rather
than simply a numerical value. Each elec-
tronic component has its own variability,
manufacturing imperfections, and physical
limitations. The challenge was designing Al
hardware capable of maintaining computa-
tional accuracy despite these unavoidable
characteristics.

Successfully overcoming these limitations

demonstrates that advanced neural net-
works can function reliably within flexible
electronic materials.

Real-Time Heart Rhythm Anal-
ysis

To evaluate the performance of their AI
computing array, the researchers focused on
one of medicine's most urgent cardiovascular
emergencies—ventricular fibrillation. Dur-
ing ventricular fibrillation, chaotic electrical
activity causes the heart to stop pumping
blood effectively. Without immediate treat-
ment, the condition can rapidly become fatal.
Current treatment usually involves deliver-
ing a powerful electrical shock to reset the
heart rhythm. However, scientists have pro-
posed a more precise alternative that tracks
abnormal electrical waves as they travel
across the heart and delivers small corrective
pulses before the abnormal rhythm spreads.
The major obstacle has always been com-
putation speed. Electrical wavefronts move
across heart tissue within milliseconds.
Sending information to remote servers for
analysis simply takes too long. The new Al
patch addresses this problem by processing
data directly where it is collected.

As Wang explained:

"This is a situation where it's not feasible
to have remote computing. It just takes too
long. But if you have a computing device that
can do the analysis within the body, it could
be possible."

Outstanding Accuracy Under
Real-World Conditions

The research team tested the stretchable
transistor array using cardiac mapping data
obtained from a donated human heart. The
Al system successfully identified the location
of dangerous electrical wavefronts with an
impressive 99.6 percent accuracy. Even more
remarkably, the device maintained this high
level of performance while stretched to more
than one and a half times its original length.
This demonstrates that the electronic com-
ponents continue functioning reliably de-
spite significant mechanical deformation—
an essential requirement for wearable and
implantable medical devices.

Predicting Heart Attack Risk

Beyond monitoring heart rhythms, the re-
searchers also evaluated the Al array's ability
to estimate an individual's risk of suffering a
heart attack.

The neural network analyzed multi-
ple health indicators simultaneously,
including:

Cholesterol levels

Blood sugar measurements

Maximum heart rate

Electrocardiogram (ECG) readings

Personal medical information

Using these combined inputs, the system
achieved an overall heart attack risk predic-
tion accuracy of 83.5 percent. While addi-
tional development is needed before clinical
use, the results demonstrate the potential for
wearable Al systems to provide continuous
personalized health assessments.

Toward an Integrated Intelli-
gent Health Platform

The researchers envision the stretchable
AT computing array as only one component
of a much larger intelligent healthcare eco-
system.

Future versions of the technolo-
gy may combine:

Advanced biosensors

Stretchable wireless communication sys-

tems

On-body artificial intelligence

Drug delivery mechanisms

Real-time medical alerts

Such integrated systems could continu-
ously collect physiological information, ana-
lyze it instantly, detect abnormalities, and
even initiate therapeutic responses without
requiring human intervention.

Instead of merely tracking health data,
wearable devices could actively participate in
disease prevention and treatment.

A Glimpse Into the Future of
Personalized Medicine

The AI skin patch represents a significant
milestone in the evolution of wearable health-
care technology. By moving artificial intelli-
gence directly onto flexible electronic devices,
researchers have demonstrated that complex
medical analysis no longer needs to depend
on remote servers or cloud computing.
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Women's T20 World Cuy

twice in knockouts,
not foreign territory
for us: Wolvaardt

LONDON: South Africa captain
Laura Wolvaardt said the side

head into their Women’s T20
World Cup semi-final against
England, to be played in front

of a packed crowd at The Oval

on Thursday, buoyed by past
knockout wins over the hosts,
as they chase a third succes-
sive final appearance. “We've
been able to beat England
twice in knockout phases in

World Cups, so it's not foreign

territory for us. We can beat
anyone on the day. So, trying
to think back to those tour-
naments, what we did well in

those semi-finals, what sort of

mindset we were in. But | think
this is a team that really is able
to rise to the big occasions, so,

hopefully everyone's at their
best tomorrow,” said Laura in
the pre-match press confer-
ence on Wednesday. South

Africa, runners-up in 2024 and

2023 editions, qualified as
the second-placed team from
Group A, while England have

dominated the competition with

five straight wins.

Mohun Bagan SG look

STADIUM

Kane's brace helps England
overcome congn 2-1, seal last 16 spot

'l

ATLANTA, JULY 1

Skipper Harry Kane led from the front
and scored twice to help England fight
back from a goal deficit at half-time to
overcome Congo DR 2-1 in a Round of 32
match at the Atlanta Stadium on Wednes-
day and set up a last 16 clash with Mexico.

This is the first time in the World Cup
since 1986 that the Three Lions have come
back to win a match after trailing by a goal
at half-time, surviving a huge scare to
progress to the Round of 16.

Kane found the back of the net in the
75th minute with a header and then un-
leashed a blistering shot into the roof of
the net in the 86th minute as England
showed resilience to recover from a goal
down after Brian Cipenga scored his first
international goal for Congo DR ahead in
the seventh minute.

After Germany and the Netherlands
crashed out of this World Cup in the
knock-out stage, it seemed England could

join them in returning home early as they
trailed by a goal past the hour mark. They
did create many chances in the second
half but were thwarted by Congo goal-
keeper Lionel Mpasi, who pulled off a few
brilliant saves and kept Congo's hopes
alive till late into the match.

But Kane was not done and topped his
magical performance with two fine goals.
He beat Lionel Mpasi with a well-placed
header from substitute Anthony Gordon's
cross from the left following a ball in from
Declan Rice.

The England captain then put the 1966
champions into the next round with his
second goal, rocketing a shot into the roof
of the net after receiving the ball from
Anthony Gordon and advancing into the
area. This was Kane's 13th World Cup fi-
nals goal and his fifth of this North Amer-
ican campaign.

Earlier, DR Congo were off to a confi-
dent start as they surged to an early lead
with Cipenga scoring his maiden goal. Ci-

penga, who produced the assist for Axel
Tuanzebe's goal that secured World Cup
qualification against Jamaica, did one
better with an early strike.

England tried to launch many attacks
as they dominated possession, but could
not get past the Congo defence and goal-
keeper as they went into the half-time
with their backs to the wall. It was a tough
time for England, but they did not lose
patience in a period in which Kane was
brought down inside the penalty box, but
the referee did not award them a penalty.

At the start of the second half, Mpasi
made a double save, first beating out Jude
Bellingham's shot to the near post, then
pushing out the rebound with assistance
from Chancel Mbemba. Marcus Rashford
got into a similar position as Brian Cipen-
ga for the Congo DR goal, but fired into
the side-netting after getting clear in the
area. However, Kane then changed the
outcome of the match by scoring twice in
just over 10 minutes to seal victory.

Wimbledon: Gauff escapes past Sierra
into 3rd round with three-set victory

LONDON, JULY 1

Seventh seed Coco Gauff of the United
States staged a remarkable comeback,
winning six straight points in the final-set
tiebreak to secure a hard-fought three-set
victory over Sloana Sierra in a gripping
battle in the Ladies' Singles second round
at Wimbledon on Wednesday.

Argentina's Sierra pushed Gauff to the
limit, nearly pulling off an upset before
the 22-year-old American fought back to
win the match 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 in a victory
after 2 hours and 8 minutes and reached
the third round at the All-England Club.
Gauff's resilience shone through in the
pitched battle fought on No.1 Court as she
advanced to the next round.

Sierra has played Gauff twice in the sea-
son so far, and things have progressively
become more difficult for the American
each time. She had gotten progressively
more comfortable with the daunting pros-
pect of playing the two-time Grand Slam
singles champion, and that was evident in
the scoreline.

After winning just two games in their
first-ever meeting at the United Cup
in January, Sierra pushed Gauff to the
brink at the Internazionali BNL d'Italia in
Rome, holding a 3-0 final-set lead before

losing six of the last seven games. This
turned out closer on Wednesday. Trailing
5-3 in the final set-- and 7-4 in the subse-
quent deciding tiebreak -- Gauff won six
straight points in the thrilling conclusion
to claim a thrilling victory in 2 hours and
8 minutes.

Despite losing in three tense sets to
Anastasia Potapova last month at Ro-
land Garros, Gauff's latest final-set he-
roics continued a trend for her on the
biggest stages. She is now 22-7 in three-
set matches at Grand Slams in her ca-
reer.

Earlier, world No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka
survived a spirited fightback from Amer-
ican McCartney Kessler to book her place
in the third round of Wimbledon, recov-
ering from 5-2 down in the second set
and saving four set points before sealing a
hard-fought 6-1, 7-6(9) victory.

Sabalenka will now face former French
Open champion Jelena Ostapenko. Osta-
penko delivered one of the day's strongest
performances, defeating Croatia's Anto-
nia Ruzic 6-2, 6-0 in just 66 minutes.

The Latvian wiped away memories
of her error-filled first-round win over
Harriet Dart, in which she had 13 double
faults. She hit an impressive 34 winners
against just 10 unforced errors.

Don’t think I was utilised properly in last year’s Tests in England

to stay in title with
win over quthEast

MUMBAI, JULY 1

India’s seam bowling all-rounder
Shardul Thakur has said he was un-
der-utilised during last year’s Ander-
son-Tendulkar Trophy in England,
adding that he remains determined to
play international cricket again.
Thakur, 34, appeared in the Tests
in Leeds and Old Trafford, scoring 1,
4, and 41 runs while bowling just 27
overs across the two matches and tak-
ing two scalps. “I 100 per cent desire
to play for India again. At the back of
my mind, it's always there. Even if
you're dropped or discarded, I think

Ist T20I: Series opener between India

hope is a very strong word.

“As long as hope is alive, every-
thing is possible. It's very hard to
comment on why I may have missed
out on a few selections. But after the
2024-25 season, the kind of season I
had, I think I could have played a few
more games and literally made a dif-
ference. When I played in England, I
don't think I was utilised properly. In
batting, yes, it was my mistake that I
played a loose shot in Leeds.

“But in Manchester, I batted beau-
tifully, I would say, because it was
overcast, the ball was swinging, and
there was one length from where the

ball was hardly bouncing. I survived
that spell, and India still put up a
very, very strong total in the first in-
nings. Then the pitch became flat, and
we were also able to save the game,”

Thakur, who captains Mumbai across
formats, told reporters on the side-
lines of a Mumbai Cricket Associa-
tion 2026/27 season launch event on
Wednesday.

Thakur, who has featured in 13
Tests, 47 ODIs, and 25 T20Is, said he
is still very much ready to play for In-
dia again whenever called up. “So it's
not that I didn't make any contribu-
tion when I last played for India. But
yes, I think I deserved a few more op-
portunities. I would say it was more
about being under-bowled and being
used in the wrong phases. There were
some calculation errors, I would say.

Hope is still alive. If, in the near fu-
ture, they ever ask me to play for India
again, I'll be ready.

“Playing for India is a dream -
everyone's dream. Even during my
previous stints with the Indian team,
there were a handful of games where
I made an impact and literally won
matches for the team. So, even in the
near future, or whenever I make a
comeback, I'm still willing to contrib-
ute as much as I can (both in red-ball
and white-ball cricket).” He further
felt the key to Mumbai having a domi-
nant season would be in playing qual-
ity pacers.

Wimbledon; Sabalenka survives Kessler

m Telangana Swimmers
Shivani Karra and
Vritti Agarwal Felici-
tated

m Special Chief Secre-
tary Jayesh Ran-
jan Congratulates
State's Swimming
Stars

HYDERABAD, JULY 1

Telangana Government Spe-
cial Chief Secretary Jayesh
Ranjan felicitated Telangana
swimmers Shivani Karra and
Vritti Agarwal at his cham-
ber in the State Secretariat on
Wednesday, recognising their
outstanding achievements in
swimming.

Congratulating the athletes,
Jayesh Ranjan said it was a
matter of pride that Shivani
Karra has been selected to rep-

resent India at the 12th Asian
Age Group Swimming Cham-
pionships 2026, to be held in
Bangkok. He also praised Vritti
Agarwal for her exceptional
performance at the 79th Senior
Aquatic Championships 2026
held in Ahmedabad.

Gold in one freestyle event,

Silver in another, and

Bronze in the 400m, 8oom,
and 1,500m freestyle catego-
ries, showcasing her outstand-
ing talent. She also set a new
national record and Best Indi-
an Performance in the 8oom
freestyle, clocking 9:05.47, sur-
passing the 15-year-old nation-
al record set by Richa Mishra in
2011. Jayesh Ranjan described
the achievement as remarkable
and highly commendable.

The felicitation ceremony
was attended by Telangana
Swimming Association Secre-
tary Umesh, coach Ayush Ya-

and England called off after first innings

CHESTER-LE-STREET,
JULY 1

The first T20I between In-
dia and England was aban-
doned without a result on
Wednesday night as heavy
rain came pouring down be-
fore the home side could start
its reply to the visitors' 189/7
in 20 overs at the Riverside
Ground on Wednesday.

The ground staff brought
out the covers and applied
them across the square as
rain started soon around
the time the players walked
off the ground at the end of
the 20th over of the Indian
innings. The downpour be-
came strong soon after and
continued unabated as the
players from both sides wait-

cal time, the cut-off for a five-
over game. The umpires fi-
nally decided that the match
could not restart and called it
off. The two captains walked
out of their respective dress-
ing rooms and shook hands
before going back in.

Earlier, thanks to half-cen-
turies from skipper Shreyas
Iyer and Abhishek Sharma,
along with a late surge from
Shivam Dube, India over-

dav, and other officials.

ed. They waited till 9 pm lo-

came slight drizzle and a

gloomy evening to post 189/7
in 20 overs.

On a not-so-easy pitch,
Iyer hit his first fifty as In-
dia’s T20l captain — his
knock of 68 came off 47 balls,
laced with six fours and a six.
Abhishek, meanwhile, hit 59
off 24 balls studded with six
fours and four sixes. Dube
applied the finishing touch-
es by hitting 42 not out off
just 21 balls, including two
boundaries and three sixes.

Brook is the 'front-runner for Test captaincy after Stokes’

CHESTER-LE-STREET,
JULY 1

Former England skipper Eoin
Morgan has listed Harry
Brook as the front-runner to
take over the Test captaincy
following Ben Stokes’ retire-
ment, adding that he would
look to get a different white-
ball skipper if the right-hand-
ed batter is handed the top
role. Brook is currently En-
gland’s white-ball captain and
was the vice-captain in Tests
when the side lost the recent
three-game series to New Zea-
land by 2-1. "I think you can
coach all three formats of the

game. We've seen it with In-
dia, with Australia. The thing
I don't like, though, is having
one captain across all three
formats - and that creates a
problem for England.

"I'think there's possibly only
one candidate (for the Test
job) in that changing room,
and that's Brook - unless they
go back to Joe Root. Brook is
the front-runner for me, and I
would look elsewhere for the
white-ball captaincy.

“I think there are more op-
tions to give the white-ball
captaincy within the side...
candidates like Phil Salt, Sam
Curran, and an outside pick

like Will Jacks," said Morgan
ahead of the broadcast of the
first T20l between England
and India at the Riverside
Stadium. England fast bowler
Mark Wood said he was proud
of how Stokes was an asset for
the side, both as a player and
captain. "I haven't spoken to
him (Stokes) yet. Obviously,
a lot has happened, so you
let things settle down a bit.
I'm just very proud of Ben, as
a friend growing up here in
Durham - we came through
the academy together.

"The man that he is, I can't
speak highly enough of him.
You, as all ex-players, or play-

ers who play with him, and
they can't believe how loyal
he is, and how good he was
to play with." With India ex-
pectedly not giving a debut
to teenage batting sensation
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, for-
mer head coach Ravi Shastri
felt he should have been giv-
en a go. "I think India need
to give him a burst as quickly
as possible. "I'd have given
him a shot in (recent series
in) Ireland, and even against
England - unleash him early!
Especially when he's in his
sort of form, he's red hot - and
he's got a damn smart cricket-
ing brain."

scare, sets up blockbuster th1rd-r0und

LONDON, JULY 1

World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka
survived a spirited fightback
from American McCartney
Kessler to book her place in the
third round of Wimbledon, re-
covering from 5-2 down in the
second set and saving four set
points before sealing a hard-
fought 6-1, 7-6(9) victory on
Wednesday.

Sabalenka will now face for-
mer French Open champion
Jelena Ostapenko. Ostapen-
ko delivered one of the day's
strongest performances, de-
feating Croatia's Antonia Ruzic
6-2, 6-0 in just 66 minutes.

The Latvian wiped away
memories of her error-filled
first-round win over Harriet

Dart, in which she had 13 dou-
ble faults. She hit an impressive
34 winners against just 10 un-
forced errors.

Sabalenka, on the other
hand, felt relieved to win in
straight sets after Kessler sig-
nificantly raised her game in
the second set. "Incredible lev-
el in the second set from her,"
Sabalenka said in her on-court
interview. "She really tested
me today, and I'm really hap-
py to pass the test. She really
stepped in; she played super
aggressively. It felt like what-
ever decisions she made, they
worked for her."

After losing the first set,
Kessler changed the match
with fearless attacking play.
The American, who won last
year's Nottingham grass-court
title, often charged the net and
won 11 of 15 net points in the

second set. She aimed for her
third career victory over a Top-
10 player and her first against a
reigning World No. 1.

Serving for the set at 5-3,
Kessler had two set points,
but Sabalenka responded with
her usual aggression to keep
herself in the match. They
produced a thrilling tiebreak
where neither player managed
to gain a two-point lead from
the third point onward. Kessler
had two more set points at 7-6
and 8-7, but Sabalenka saved
them with a service winner
and a brilliant forehand volley,
respectively. Although Kessler
fought off two match points,
the Belarusian finally secured
victory with her 32nd winner
of the afternoon.

Sabalenka shared the man-
tra she repeated to herself
during the intense final mo-

ments. "Stay low and put the
pressure back on her," Sabalen-
ka said. "And maybe you'll be
lucky enough to get this set."

This win also highlighted
Sabalenka's impressive com-
posure in tiebreaks. She im-
proved her 2026 tiebreak re-
cord to 9-2 after ending 2025
with a 22-3 mark, while ex-
tending her Open Era record
to 21 consecutive Grand Slam
tiebreak victories.

A thrilling third-round
matchup awaits. Sabalenka
leads the head-to-head against
Ostapenko 3-1, but Ostapenko
won their most recent encoun-
ter, a 6-4, 6-1 victory in the
2025 Stuttgart final. This will
also be their first matchup on
grass, where Ostapenko has
two titles, while Sabalenka is
still in search of her first title

on that surface.
11|



THURSDAY
JULY | 2| 2026
HYDERABAD | HYDERABAD HEADLINES

Sreeleela
Reveals MBBS
hoot Struggle

ctress Sreeleela has opened up about balancing her
medical studies with her film career while shooting
for the energetic track “Viral Vayyari.” On the occasion
of Doctor's Day, the actress shared how she remained
ommitted to her MBBS dream even amid a busy shoot-
ing schedule. She recalled how she used to rush between sets and
examinations. Calling medicine her lifelong passion, Sreeleela
revealed that she always ensured her academics took prior-
ity. Speaking about shooting for the energetic song "Viral
Vayyari," she shared, “Being a doctor has always been
my dream and my biggest passion. Even while shooting
for Viral Vayyari, I made sure my MBBS exams came
first. I'd finish my shoot, rush back for my practicals,
and return to the set whenever I got a break. It wasn't
easy, but pursuing medicine has always meant the
world to me.” The peppy dance number ‘Viral Vayyari’
is from the Telugu romantic entertainer ‘Junior. The
song composed by Devi Sri Prasad features Kireeti Reddy
and Sreeleela. “Junior,” written and directed by Radha Kr-
ishna Reddy, is produced by Sai Korrapati through Vaaraahi
Chalana Chitram. Shot simultaneously in Telugu and Kan-
nada languages, the film also featured Genelia D'Souza and
V. Ravichandran in important roles. The film was released
on 18 July 2025. “Junior narrates the story of a young man
named Abhi (played by Kireeti), who works under Vijay
Soujanya (Genelia Deshmukh). His life takes an unex-
pected turn when he uncovers a shocking truth linked
to her and his father’s past, changing everything he
thought he knew.” Up next, Sreeleela is set to be seen
in a strong slate of upcoming films spanning differ-
ent languages and film industries. Her upcoming
projects include the Telugu action film “Ustaad
Bhagat Singh,” the Tamil drama “Parasak-
thi,” and a Hindi romantic musical directed by
Anurag Basu, in which she will share screen
space with Kartik Aaryan.

After Jana Nayagan, Eyes On Toxic |

KEVN PRODUCTIONS N ci
PN T

N Productions is one of the noted production houses in Kan-
nada, which is slowly venturing into Telugu and Tamil as well.
The production house is going through its share of lows,
but they are still the producers in discussion. Today, they
eleased new content about Toxic, which raised many
doubts about censorship. Interestingly, it is also sparking a debate about
producers’ courage in creating such content. Firstly, their production
venture, Jana Nayagan, faced censorship issues. The team faced
hurdles in obtaining a censor certificate. And then, there could be
political reasons behind it, but the other films, for instance, a Kan-
nada film KD — The Devil, also suffered similar problems. The
producers must have been a little careful in their choices so
they don’t attract the censor’s heat. Now, Yash’s Toxic has
already created quite some buzz with the content that has
been released earlier. The team is trying to convey that
the content will be bold and explosive, but even adults are
feeling that it is getting a little overboard, which must be
looked into. Having said that, KVN productions had
the courage to bankroll triple-digit projects that
carry this much censorship risk. If Toxic also
attracts the censor troubles, the producers
: must seriously look into the choices they
e g T R are making to ensure a smooth and seam-
G TR ‘m"""' ? less viewing experience to the audiences
by avoiding unnecessary controversies.

Adivi Sesh Calls
G2 His Most Special

ctor Adivi Sesh has shared insights into why his upcoming

film “G2” holds a special place in his career. In an exclusive

quote shared with TANS, he said that returning to shoot

'G2' in July is exciting, as the film has now reached an

amportant stage in its making. He explained that each
shooting schedule so far has carefully contributed to shaping the story,
and the team is now closer to fully realizing their creative vision. Adivi
shared, “Coming back to G2 in July feels exciting because we're enter-
ing a crucial stage of the film. Every schedule has helped shape this
story with a lot of care, and we’re now getting closer to bringing our
vision to life. The love that audiences have shown the Goodachari
franchise has always pushed us to think bigger and work harder,
and that’s the approach we've carried into
G2.” "There's still a lot of work
ahead, but I'm looking forward
to getting back on set with the
team. I know fans have been
waiting for this film, and were
doing everything we can to make
that wait worthwhile,” he added.
The upcoming spy action thrill-
er also features Emraan Hashmi
and Wamiga Gabbi in key roles.
“G2,” the sequel to the much-ac-
claimed Goodachari, is directed
by Vinay Kumar Sirigineedi, who makes
his directorial debut. He had previously worked as an editor
and assistant director on the film “Major.” The project was of-
ficially announced by Adivi Sesh in December 2018, but its
progress was delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Speak-
ing about the film, Adivi had earlier said, “We've spent a lot of
time building this film carefully, and now we're entering the next
stretch. Every schedule has taken us a step closer to telling the story the
way we envisioned it. I'm looking forward to getting back on set in July
because this phase includes some of the most important portions of
the film.” “The response to the Goodachari franchise has always mo-
tivated us to raise our own standards, and that's exactly what we're
trying to do with G2. I know fans have been waiting patiently, and I
hope the finished film rewards that patience.”
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ctor Sundeep Kishan, who

plays the lead in director Ja-

son Sanjay's eagerly-awaited

Tamil film 'Sigma’, has now

nnounced that dubbing for

the film has been wrapped. Taking to his
social media timelines, Sundeep Kishan
wrote, "And Dubbing Wrapped for #Sig-
ma .. July 31st release ..." The film unit had
wrapped up the film's shooting in Decem-
ber last year. Lyca Productions, the firm

producing the film, had taken
to its social media timelines
then to announce the wrap-
ping up of shooting. It had said,
"#SIGMA shoot wrapped. Get
ready for the Teaser on 23.12.25
at 5 PM."The makers had also
shared a video clip consisting of
some Behind the scenes visuals
and the team finally posing for a
final wrap up picture.The film is
among the most eagerly await-
ed releases in Tamil as Jason
Sanjay, who is making his debut
as a director with 'Sigma), is the
son of Tamil Nadu Chief Minister and well
known actor Vijay. Sources say Catherine
Tresa will be seen dancing alongside Sun-
deep Kishan for a vibrant track, composed
by music director Thaman, in this film.
The foot-tapping number, which will be a
highlight of the film, has been shot on an
expansive and colourful set. Actor Sun-
deep Kishan's striking first-look poster
that was unveiled recently captured him in

Sigma Dubbing
WRAPPED UP

arugged, contemplative avatar. The poster
set the tone for a high-octane adventure
set against the backdrop of a treasure
hunt brimming with mystery, wit, and
adrenaline.The story follows a maverick
protagonist- a true Sigma, who charts his
own path, breaking conventions and ris-
ing through grit and resilience. Blending
edge-of-the-seat heist thrills with humor
and heart, 'Sigma' will offer a refreshing
new flavor to mainstream cinema, the
sources point out. The film boasts of a fine
technical unit. It includes cinematogra-
pher Krishnan Vasant, editor Praveen
K.L., and art director Benjamin M. The
multilingual project, filmed simultane-
ously in Tamil and Telugu, has traversed
an exciting range of landscapes- from
the bustling streets of Chennai and rug-
ged terrains of Salem to the breathtak-
ing Thalakona forests and exotic locales
of Thailand. Sources say that post-pro-
duction work of the film is now on at a
brisk pace and that the movie is set for
release on July 31 this year.

L

Allari Naresh’s
RUM FL: Fantasy Humor

e makers of Allari Naresh’s 65th film made his birthday even more special by un-
eiling the film’s title, Ramba Oorvasi Menaka, and releasing a spectacular first-
look poster that offers a peek into its fantasy and humorous world. The creatively
designed poster showcases Allari Naresh in a peculiar avatar, seemingly caught
between the heavens and earth, surrounded by celestial beings and endless scrolls.
The poster teases an imaginative storyline where fantasy meets comedy, setting the stage for an
out-and-out entertainer. Directed by Chandra Mohan Chintada, the film is being bankrolled by
Razesh Danda and Nimmakayala Prasad under the banners of Annapurna Studios and Hasya
Movies. The technical department features Raam Reddy as cinematographer, and Chaitan
Bharadwaj as music director. Ramba Oorvasi Menaka has made an impressive first
impression with the first look poster. The film is slated for
a the- atrical release worldwide on September
4th.

ctress Kajal Aggarwal re-

vealed how she used to tease

her sister Nisha Aggarwal

during childhood. Taking

o the Stories section of her

official Instagram handle, the 'Singham'
actress shared that in order to torment
Nisha, she used to tell her that they had
picked her up from a department store
from across the street, and if she does
not behave herself, they would return
her. “When we were younger, I used
to torment my sister by saying, we
picked her up from the department
store across the street and will re-
turn her with a credit note if she
misbehaves (sic)," Kajal wrote
on the photo-sharing app. Ka-
jal's post comes in response
to a fun question asked by a

user to Nisha.
During a ques-
tion-and-answer session,

an Instagram user asked
Nisha, “Why do you look so
similar to kajal aggarwal”
To this, she gave a witty re-
ply saying, "I mean... that’s
usually how siblings work,
right? Same parents, same
genes... a little resemblance
is expected! @kajalaggar-
walofficial” On the profes-
sional front, Kajal will be
seen sharing the screen with
Shreyas Talpade in the up-
coming drama, "The India Sto-
ry: Slow Poison'. Speaking about
her next, she shared that the movie
reflects the fears and concerns of
several parents in today's time. Ka-
jal shared a statement, saying, "The
India Story is a film with a strong so-
cial message at its core. As a mother,
the story resonated with me on a very
personal level because it reflects the
fears and concerns that many parents
carry today.” Presented by Zee Studios
in collaboration with MIG Production &
Studios, 'The India Story: Slow Poison'
has been written by Sagar B. Shinde. The
courtroom drama is expected to get a
worldwide release in theatres on July 24
this year. It will be available in multiple
languages, including Hindi, Telugu, and
Tamil.
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