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India, Indonesia Seal 
Landmark Defence Pact

JAKARTA, JULY 7:

India and Indonesia elevated their 
Comprehensive Strategic Part-

nership to a new level on Monday with 
the signing of nearly 20 agreements 
spanning defence, critical minerals, 
maritime security, technology, health-
care, agriculture, and education during 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s official 
visit to Jakarta.

A major highlight of the visit was 
Indonesia’s decision to procure India’s 
BrahMos supersonic cruise missile sys-
tem, marking a significant milestone in 
bilateral defence cooperation. Reports 
also indicated Indonesia’s interest in 
acquiring India’s indigenous Astra 
air-to-air missile for its Sukhoi fighter 
aircraft, further strengthening defence 
ties between the two countries.

Prime Minister Modi held wide-rang-

ing bilateral talks with Indonesian 
President Prabowo Subianto after re-
ceiving a ceremonial welcome in Jakar-
ta. During the visit, President Prabowo 
conferred upon Modi Indonesia’s high-
est civilian honour, the Bintang Adipur-
na, in recognition of his contribution 
to strengthening India-Indonesia rela-
tions.

The two leaders witnessed the ex-
change of around 20 agreements and 
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) 
covering diverse sectors, including 
defence cooperation, critical miner-
als, steel supply chains, maritime se-
curity, telecommunications, digital 
technology, agriculture, food security, 
healthcare, pharmaceuticals, disaster 
management, scientific research, inno-
vation, election management, and space 
collaboration.

Continued on Page 2 Ø

PM Modi Receives Indonesia’s Highest Honour

Ahmedabad Blasts Verdict: 
38 Death, 11 Life Terms
Ahmedabad: In a landmark 
judgment, the Gujarat High 
Court has upheld the 2022 
special court verdict sentenc-
ing 38 convicts to death and 
11 others to life imprisonment 
in the 2008 Ahmedabad seri-
al blasts case. The High Court 
dismissed all appeals chal-
lenging the trial court’s verdict 
and confirmed the sentenc-
es awarded to the convicted 
members of the banned terror-
ist outfit Indian Mujahideen.

The Division Bench com-
prising Justice A.Y. Kogje 
and Justice Sameer Dave also 
directed the Gujarat Govern-
ment to pay compensation of 
₹10 lakh to the family of each 
person who died in the blasts, 
₹5 lakh to those who sustained 
grievous injuries, and ₹1 lakh 
to those with minor injuries. 

The court ordered that the 
compensation be disbursed 
by March 31, 2027. The seri-
al bomb blasts took place on 
July 26, 2008, when 21 explo-
sions rocked different parts of 
Ahmedabad within about 45 
minutes. Crowded locations 
including Maninagar, Isanpur, 
Naroda, Bapunagar, Sarkhej, 
and Hatkeshwar, as well as 
public buses, markets, and 
open spaces, were targeted. 

Continued on Page 2 Ø

 Committee to submit  
a report in 100 days.

Strict action against agencies which 
do not pay salaries to contract and 
outsourcing employees promptly

 CM Revanth Reddy holds a review 
of the problems facing contract and 

outsourcing employees today.

Chief Minister on Tuesday 
constituted an official committee 
to strengthen digital governance 

in Telangana, directing it to 
submit its report within 100 

days. He also ordered strict action 
against agencies delaying salaries 

of contract and outsourcing 
employees despite the release of 

government funds.

HYDERABAD, JULY 7 

Deputy Chief Minister 
Bhatti Vikramarka stated 
that the state is not only 
attracting investments, 
but also integrating en-
vironmental protection 
and social responsibility, 
thereby positioning itself 
as a guiding force for AI 
standards.

He, along with Indus-
tries and IT Minister 
Duddilla Sridhar Babu, 
inaugurated the “Green 
Growth Economic Sum-

mit – The Hyderabad Col-
lective” at HICC in Hyder-
abad on Tuesday.

The summit, organised 
under the aegis of “The 
Meridian Collective,” will 
be held over two days.

Addressing delegates 
from various countries, 
the Deputy Chief Minister 
emphasised that AI is not 
just about cloud comput-
ing and servers, but also 
involves critical resources 
such as electricity, water, 
land, and human capital.

“We are not opposing 

AI, but we are guiding the 
world on how AI should 
be developed,” he clari-
fied. Bhatti Vikramarka 
said that Telangana is 
emerging as a hub for AI 
by promoting renewable 
energy and responsible 
resource management in-
stead of depleting natural 
resources like water and 
electricity.

While aggressively in-
viting investments, Telan-
gana is ensuring that they 
benefit both 

Continued on Page 2 Ø
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Minister for Revenue, 
Housing, and Information & 
Public Relations, Ponguleti 
Srinivasa Reddy announced 
that the administrative ap-
provals amounting to ₹360 
crore have been granted for 
the construction of perma-
nent buildings for Tahsildar, 
RDO, and Sub-Registrar of-
fices in Telangana.

The Minister said this initi-

ative aims to enhance revenue 
administration in the state 
and deliver modern, respect-
ful services to the public.

During a review meeting 
with officials on Tuesday 
about construction projects, 
the Minister revealed that 
the first phase will involve the 
construction of new buildings 
at an allocation of ₹263 crore 
to replace 107 deteriorating 
Tahsildar offices and 10 RDO 
offices that are currently 
housed in rented facilities. 
Furthermore, ₹97 crore has 
been earmarked for the es-
tablishment of 48 Sub-Regis-
trar offices, as well as District 
Registrar offices in Adilabad, 
Khammam, and Mahabub-
nagar districts, and 

Continued on Page 2 Ø
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The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has 
submitted a representation to the Telanga-
na Chief Electoral Officer (CEO), alleging 
irregularities in the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls and 
seeking immediate corrective measures to 
ensure a transparent and impartial verifi-
cation process.

Led by Telangana BJP president N Ram-
chander Rao, along with BJP Election 
Commission Affairs Committee Chairman 
Marri Shashidhar Reddy and other senior 
leaders, the party claimed that Booth Level 
Officers (BLOs) in parts of Hyderabad's Old 
City were allegedly distributing 

Continued on Page 2 Ø

₹360-Crore Boost for Revenue & 
Registration Infrastructure

PERMANENT OFFICES FOR REVENUE DEPARTMENT: PONGULETI

Telangana Sets Sights on 
Global AI Standards: Bhatti

BJP Flags SIR 
Irregularities

CM Offers Special Assembly Meet
Revanth Reddy Invites Debate on Kaleshwaram in Assembly
Opposition invited to 
lead restoration if ex-
perts approve its plan.
No barrage refilling 
until structural issues 
fixed — warns of bigger 
disaster.
Project traced to Pran-
ahita-Chevella scheme; 
cost rose 38,000 cr to 
1.47 lakh cr.
Medigadda defects 
flagged since 2020; 
L&T told to repair; 
recalls Kannapalli roof 
collapse.
NDSA cites design/
construction lapses; 
experts, AG invited to 
Assembly debate.
5 lakh family  
insurance cover an-
nounced, to launch  
on Indira Gandhi's  
birth anniversary.

Hyderabad, July 8: Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
watched the FIFA World Cup 
2026 match between Argen-
tina and Egypt with welfare 
school students at Shilpakala 
Vedika, where a special LED 
screen was set up for the tel-

ecast. Argentina beat Egypt 
3-2 in a closely fought game at 
Atlanta Stadium, with the CM 
joining students in cheering 
for their teams amid lively cel-
ebrations.

The screening followed Li-
onel Messi's Hyderabad visit 

last December, which had 
sparked renewed football fer-
vour in the state. Reddy said 
such events encourage young 
students to take greater in-
terest in sports and build a 
healthy sporting culture in 
Telangana.

CM Cheers Argentina–Egypt Match With Students
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Ahmedabad Blasts Verdict: 38 Death, 11 Life Terms
Øfrom page 1

Hospitals, including Ah-
medabad Civil Hospital and 
L.G. Hospital, were also at-
tacked, with one explosion 
occurring as victims from ear-
lier blasts were being brought 
in for treatment. The attacks 
claimed 56 lives and left more 
than 200 people injured, with 
several victims suffering long-
term hearing loss due to the 
intensity of the explosions.

The investigation was jointly 

conducted by the Ahmedabad 
Crime Branch, the Gujarat An-
ti-Terrorism Squad (ATS), and 
other agencies. Suspects were 
arrested from Gujarat and sev-
eral other states. A total of 77 
people were charged, while 78 
individuals faced trial. After a 
lengthy trial, the special court 
on February 8, 2022, convict-
ed 49 accused, acquitted 28 
due to lack of evidence, grant-
ed pardon to one approver, and 
sentenced four other approv-

ers who later retracted their 
statements.

According to investigators, 
the attacks were carried out 
by members of the banned In-
dian Mujahideen, which later 
claimed responsibility. At the 
time, the bombings were wide-
ly believed to have been car-
ried out in retaliation for the 
2002 Godhra train burning 
and the subsequent communal 
riots. The case also witnessed 
dramatic developments dur-

ing the trial, including an al-
leged attempt by 24 accused 
to escape from jail by digging 
a tunnel, a plot that was foiled 
by the police.

Reacting to the High Court’s 
verdict, Gujarat Deputy Chief 
Minister Harsh Sanghavi de-
scribed it as a “historic judg-
ment,” stating that justice had 
been delivered as the convic-
tions and sentences of almost 
all the accused had been up-
held.

India, Indonesia Seal Landmark ....
Øfrom page 1
Defence cooperation 

emerged as the centrepiece of 
the visit. Besides the BrahMos 
missile deal, both sides 
agreed to enhance military 
exchanges, defence industrial 
collaboration, joint training 
programmes, and maritime 
security cooperation in the In-
do-Pacific region.

Recognising Indonesia’s 
strategic importance as one 
of the world’s largest suppli-
ers of nickel and other critical 
minerals, India announced 

plans to expand investments 
in Indonesian steel, nickel, 
and rare-earth magnet man-
ufacturing. The partnership is 
expected to strengthen India’s 
supply chains for clean ener-
gy technologies and advanced 
manufacturing.

The two countries also 
agreed to jointly develop the 
strategically located Sabang 
Port near the Strait of Malacca. 
The project is expected to im-
prove maritime connectivity, 
logistics, and regional security 
while complementing India’s 

strategic infrastructure devel-
opment in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. In the digital 
sector, both nations agreed to 
work towards linking India’s 
Unified Payments Interface 
(UPI) with Indonesia’s pay-
ment system to facilitate seam-
less cross-border digital trans-
actions for businesses and 
tourists. Prime Minister Modi 
also announced plans to es-
tablish a campus of the Indian 
Institute of Management (IIM) 
Bangalore in Indonesia, aimed 
at expanding educational and 

academic cooperation.
Addressing the media after 

the talks, Prime Minister Modi 
said the growing trust between 
the two nations had laid the 
foundation for deeper collabo-
ration across strategic sectors. 
He expressed confidence that 
the agreements signed during 
the visit would usher in a “gold-
en era” in India-Indonesia rela-
tions, driven by stronger coop-
eration in defence, technology, 
education, maritime security, 
industrial development, and 
disaster management.

Øfrom page 1
DIG offices in Nizamabad and Wa-

rangal districts. The  administrative 
approvals amounting to ₹360 crore 
have been granted for these construc-
tion projects, he said.

Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy empha-
sised that all these buildings will ad-
here to a standardised design and will 
be outfitted with modern facilities, 
aiming to deliver efficient and trans-
parent services to the public. The re-
sponsibility for the construction has 
been assigned to the Telangana Hous-
ing Corporation.

He further mentioned that 39 
Sub-Registrar offices located within 
the Outer Ring Road limits are be-
ing restructured into 13 clusters to 
streamline the development of inte-
grated Sub-Registrar offices. 

WWThese projects are being execut-
ed by private construction firms with-
out incurring additional costs to the 
government, he said.

The Minister also pointed out that 
the construction firms will handle 
maintenance for five years and noted 
that foundation stones have already 
been laid at four sites, with construc-
tion efforts advancing swiftly.

₹360-Crore Boost for  

Revenue...
Øfrom page 1
the environment and 

local communities.
“It is not just about al-

locating land, water, and 
electricity. Industries 
must enhance local skills, 
use clean energy, and rely 
only on recycled water. 
This is not just engineer-
ing efficiency—it reflects 
our core values,” he said.

At a time when the 
world is discussing car-
bon credits, Telangana 
has introduced the con-
cept of “People’s Credit.” 
The government aims to 
ensure that AI invest-
ments go beyond data 
centers and contribute to 
local employment gener-
ation and skill develop-
ment among rural youth, 
he said.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister stressed that invest-
ments must come with 
clean energy, transparen-
cy, and respect for people. 

Companies must not only 
reduce emissions but also 
take responsibility for en-
hancing local intellectual 
capital, he said.

He strongly asserted 
that technology must 
never compete with ag-
riculture and the water 
needs of common people. 
Telangana will prioritise 
AI systems that adopt the 
most responsible water 
usage practices, Bhatti 
Vikramarka said.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister also stated that AI 
should be accessible to 
common citizens, break-
ing language barriers 

and creating employment 
opportunities for rural 
youth from Mahabuba-
bad to Adilabad.

Bhatti Vikramarka 
proudly declared that Tel-
angana is not just a hub 
for data centres, but also 
a role model for teaching 
the world how to build 
them responsibly.

Welcoming industries 
while standing firmly on 
the side of people, the 
Telangana government’s 
efforts are expected to 
position Hyderabad as a 
global benchmark for AI 
standards in the future, 
he added.

Telangana Sets Sights on 
Global AI Standards: Bhatti

HYDERABAD, JULY 8

 Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy on 
Tuesday declared that the Telangana Gov-
ernment is prepared to convene a special 
session of the State Legislature for a com-
prehensive discussion on the present con-
dition of the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation 
Project, asserting that the government 
would move forward only after experts 
recommend a scientifically sound solution.

Addressing ministers, legislators and 
senior officials after a presentation on 
"Collapsed Kaleshwaram – From Failures 
to Reconstruction" at Mahatma Jyotiba 
Phule Praja Bhavan, the Chief Minister 
said the government's objective was to pre-
serve the nearly ₹1 lakh crore project while 
ensuring public safety.

He said the government was willing to 
hold the Assembly session on any date sug-
gested by the Leader of the Opposition and 
was even open to convening a joint sitting 
of the Assembly and Legislative Council 
for an exhaustive debate on the project. 
Revanth Reddy also offered to entrust 
the restoration work to the Opposition if 
it could present a solution that wins the 
confidence of experts and technical pro-
fessionals.

The Chief Minister cautioned against 
filling the Medigadda and other barrages 

without first addressing the structural and 
geological issues identified by experts. Any 
hasty decision, he warned, could result in a 
far greater disaster.

Irrigation Minister N. Uttam Kumar 
Reddy, during the presentation, ex-
plained the sequence of events leading 
to the failure of the project and summa-
rized the findings of the National Dam 
Safety Authority (NDSA), along with 
reports submitted by various Central 
and State agencies. Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Bhatti Vikramarka, ministers, MPs, 
MLAs, MLCs and senior officials attend-
ed the programme.

Tracing the history of the project, Re-
vanth Reddy said the original Pranahi-
ta-Chevella project conceived during the 
tenure of former Chief Minister Y.S. Ra-
jasekhara Reddy was designed to irrigate 
16.60 lakh acres largely through gravity 
flow. He alleged that after the formation 
of Telangana, the project was redesigned 
into Kaleshwaram despite objections 
raised by a committee of retired engi-
neers, which had advised against shift-
ing the project from Tummidihetti.

The Chief Minister said the original 
project, estimated at around ₹38,000 
crore, eventually transformed into the 
Kaleshwaram Project with an estimated 
expenditure of nearly ₹1.47 lakh crore. 

Despite the sharp increase in cost, he 
alleged that distributary canals were not 
completed and the intended ayacut had 
not expanded as planned.

Revanth Reddy alleged that warning 
signs regarding the Medigadda Bar-
rage had surfaced as early as 2020, 
when an official reportedly pointed 
out structural defects and advised the 
construction agency, Larsen & Toubro, 
to undertake repairs. The failure to ad-
dress these issues, he said, ultimately 
led to the collapse. He also recalled the 
roof collapse at the Kannapalli Pump 
House during f loods in July 2020 and 
alleged that proper geological investi-
gations had not been conducted before 
constructing the Medigadda, Annaram 
and Sundilla barrages.

Quoting the findings of the National 
Dam Safety Authority, the Chief Minister 
said deficiencies in design, construction 
quality, maintenance and adherence to 
engineering standards were responsible 
for the damage to the project. He main-
tained that the NDSA had concluded that 
the project suffered from fundamental 
flaws and noted that the report had been 
submitted during the previous govern-
ment.

Calling for an informed public debate, 
Revanth Reddy proposed inviting tech-

nical experts and the Advocate General 
to participate in the Assembly discussion 
with the Speaker's approval. He said the 
government was committed to imple-
menting only those corrective measures 
endorsed by experts to prevent further 
damage.

The Chief Minister also highlighted 
the financial burden inherited by the 
present government, stating that loans 
amounting to ₹97,000 crore had been 
raised for the Kaleshwaram Project, 
while the current administration repaid 
₹33,000 crore in a single financial year 
without compromising welfare and de-
velopment programmes.

Listing the government's welfare in-
itiatives, he referred to the farmer loan 
waiver, Rythu Bharosa, bonus for fine 
paddy, free power for agriculture, ₹500 
LPG cylinders, free bus travel for women, 
recruitment of 67,618 government em-
ployees, continuation of Kalyana Laksh-
mi and Shaadi Mubarak schemes, distri-
bution of fine rice and issuance of ration 
cards to eligible beneficiaries.

On the occasion, the Chief Minister 
announced that the Telangana Govern-
ment would introduce a life insurance 
cover of ₹5 lakh for every family in the 
State on the birth anniversary of former 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

CM Offers Special Assembly Meet
HYDERABAD, JULY 7

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy has 
announced the constitution of an Offi-
cial Committee to strengthen "digital 
governance" in the Telangana State. The 
committee will have to submit a report 
in 100 days. To streamline the prompt 
payment of salaries of contract and out-
sourcing employees, the Chief Minister 
instructed the authorities to take action 
against the agencies which are not func-
tioning in tune with the government's 
goals.

The CM held a review of the problems 
facing the contract and outsourcing em-
ployees today. During the review, CM Re-
vanth Reddy said that strict action must 
be taken against the agencies which are 
not paying salaries promptly to the con-
tract and outsourcing agencies even after 
the release of funds by the government.

The Chief Minister sought the details 

of the implementation of the digital gov-
ernance and instructed the officials to 
formulate plans for digital governance 
and draft the necessary legislation. The 
CM emphasized that the administrative 
system should move forward through 
full-scale digitization. The main objec-
tive of the State government is to provide 
better services to the public and ensure 
welfare schemes reach beneficiaries di-
rectly through digital governance.

CM Revanth Reddy enquired about 
the digitalization of the data regarding 
contract and outsourcing employees 
along with regular government staff. 
The officials were ordered to digitize the 
entire data and ensure the salaries are 
paid on the first day of every month. The 
details of the contract and outsourcing 
employees in all departments including 
their salaries and bank account informa-
tion should be digitized, the Chief Min-
ister said.

PANEL FORMED FOR 
DIGITAL GOVERNANCE

Øfrom page 1
Enumeration Forms through camps 

organised by AIMIM leaders instead 
of conducting mandatory door-to-door 
verification. Further, they are giving ac-
cess to the ECI app to the MIM leaders 
to upload the filled Enumeration Forms.

The BJP also alleged that many vot-
ers in GHMC, Cyberabad, Malkajgiri, 
Warangal and Karimnagar municipal 
corporation areas had not received Enu-
meration Forms due to lapses in house-
hold verification. It urged the CEO to 
ensure BLOs make mandatory house-
to-house visits and revisit homes where 
voters are unavailable. The Supervisors 
must take steps ensuring that the BLOs 
go to all the households and distribute 

and receive the Enumeration Forms.

The party further sought English 
versions of Enumeration Forms across 
Telangana, citing difficulties faced by 
migrants from other states who cannot 
read Telugu. It also alleged that some 
Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) 
were refusing to accept statutory forms 
for voter enrolment and transfer, while 
others cited technical issues in uploading 
Enumeration Forms. The BJP requested 
the CEO to investigate the alleged irreg-
ularities, issue necessary directions to 
election officials, and ensure that the SIR 
exercise is conducted in a free, fair and 
transparent manner in accordance with 
Election Commission guidelines. 

BJP Flags SIR Irregularities

HYDERABAD, JULY 7 

Minister for  Roads & 
Buildings, Cinematography 
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy 
on Tuesday launched road 
infrastructure works worth 
₹338 crore under the Hybrid 
Annuity Model (HAM), and 
laid the foundation stone for 14 
road projects covering 149 km 
across Ibrahimpatnam, Ma-
heshwaram, Medchal and LB 
Nagar constituencies.

	 Addressing a public 
meeting at Thorrur village in 
Ibrahimpatnam mandal, the 
Minister said the State govern-
ment, under the leadership of 
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, 
is undertaking infrastructure 
development beyond political 
considerations with the ob-
jective of building roads that 
would become a benchmark for 
the country.

Stating that Telangana has 
embarked on one of the coun-
try's largest road moderni-
sation programmes, Komat-
ireddy Venkat Reddy said 441 
roads covering 6,092 km are 
being developed at a cost of 
₹13,000 crore under 34 HAM 

packages. The newly launched 
works form part of this flagship 
initiative aimed at improving 
connectivity, road safety and 
economic activity, he said.

The Minister said the 
₹338-crore package, in-
cludes the development of 
major corridors connecting 
Hayathnagar–Thorrur–Ko-
heda–Anajpur, Anajpur–Ab-
dullapurmet–Bandaraviryal, 
Hayathnagar–Kuntloor–Pasu-
mamula–Taramatipet, Sagar 
R o ad–I njapu r –T hor r u r –
Brahmanpally–Ragannagu-
da and Sagar Road–Injapur–
Hayathnagar. The roads will 

be upgraded into modern four-
lane corridors with central 
lighting and enhanced safety 
features, benefiting rapidly ex-
panding suburban areas.

Komatireddy Venkat Reddy 
said the projects would sig-
nificantly reduce traffic con-
gestion, improve road safety, 
enhance regional connectiv-
ity and generate employment 
and investment opportunities. 
He reiterated that the gov-
ernment's vision is to provide 
high-quality roads that sup-
port Telangana's future growth 
and set new standards in infra-
structure development.

Komatireddy kicks off  
₹338-Cr HAM roads

Hyderabad, July 7: The Delhi 
High Court has directed Kalvakunt-
la Kavitha to respond to the Election 
Commission of India notices regard-
ing objections to her party name.  
The Delhi High Court on Tuesday 
directed founder of Telangana Rak-
shana Sena (TRS) party Kalvakunt-
la Kavitha to respond to the Election 
Commission's (EC) notices regard-
ing the finalization of her party’s 
name.

Kavitha approached the High 
Court after the EC wrote to her, stat-
ing that significant objections had 
been raised against the proposed 
name of her party (TRS) and asking 
her to suggest the alternative names.

During the course of hearing, the 
court declined to interfere in the 
EC's functioning and asked Kavi-
tha to address all objections raised 
in the June 23 EC notice. Observ-
ing that both "Telangana Rakshana 
Samithi" and "Telangana Rakshana 
Sena" closely resemble the erstwhile 
TRS name, the court suggested that 
she submit alternative names to 
the Election Commission while re-
sponding to its objections. 

Kavitha  
Gets Court 

Nod to Finalise 
Party Name

MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI, JULY 06 

The Election Commission of India 
has begun a large-scale door-to-door 
enumeration drive across Telangana 
under the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls, aimed at pro-
ducing accurate and error-free vot-
er lists. The exercise started on July 
2, 2026, with Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) visiting homes to distribute 
enumeration forms to registered vot-
ers.

For the first week, BLOs are handing 
out pre-printed forms to each elector; 
if a household is locked, the form is left 
at the doorstep. Collection of complet-
ed forms begins after this first week. 
Every voter receives an original and 
a duplicate form—the original must 
be filled out and returned to the BLO, 
who provides an acknowledgment, 
while the duplicate is kept by the voter 
for personal records. If the elector is 
unavailable, any adult family member 
may accept the form on their behalf. 
Voters are advised to carefully check 
the printed details before submitting.

Each BLO handles roughly 1,000–
1,300 electors and will make repeat 
visits to maximize coverage. Anyone 
who hasn’t received a form can reach 
out to their BLO through contact de-
tails on the Chief Electoral Officer, 

Telangana website, or use the “Book 
a Call with BLO” option. Forms can 
also be submitted digitally via the ECI 
app or the voters.eci.in portal. Offi-
cials stressed that no documents are 
being collected during this process—
it’s strictly for verifying and updating 
existing roll data—and warned voters 
against handing over any documents.

The enumeration drive runs until 
July 27, 2026. Nearly 36,000 BLOs, 
over 3,500 supervisors, and more 
than 1,000 senior officials are involved 
statewide. The draft electoral roll will 
be published July 31, 2026, followed 
by a claims-and-objections window 
from July 31 to August 30. Verification, 
hearings, and resolution of objections 

will continue through September 28, 
with the final roll published October 
1, 2026. Telangana has over 3.38 crore 
voters; about 2.38 crore had been 
mapped as of June 20, with nearly 90 
lakh flagged for anomalies—under-
scoring the scale of correction needed.

In KPHB Colony, BJP corporator 
candidate Preetam Reddy, along with 
BJYM and Mahila Morcha members, 
has been running awareness cam-
paigns to help residents understand 
the SIR process, verify their details, 
and correctly complete and return 
their forms. Officials continue to urge 
citizens to treat the revision seriously, 
as an accurate voter list underpins free 
and fair elections.

SIR 2026: Door-to-Door Voter Verification 

Begins Across State
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A Call for Safer Campuses:  
JNTU Hyderabad Faces Demands 
to Replace Security Contractor

MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI , 
JULY 7

In a move that highlights grow-
ing concerns over campus safe-
ty, PhD research scholar Pitani 
Sandeep Goud has urged Jawa-
harlal Nehru Technological 
University, Hyderabad (JNTU 
Hyderabad) to replace the cur-
rent security contractor, Sri 
Kartikeya Security Services 
(SKSS), with a more transpar-
ent agency. The appeal empha-
sizes long-standing neglect of 
campus security that, in the 
scholar’s view, has left students 
and staff vulnerable after years 
of perceived inattention.

Goud submitted petition 
emails and formal complaints 
on April 20, 2026, and again on 
June 9, 2026, but asserts that 
there has been little to no im-
provement. Reports from the 
campus describe guards and 
supervisors allegedly asleep 
during night shifts at the boys’ 
hostel, with alcohol bottles 
reportedly visible around the 
premises. Such details point 
to a broader concern: the pres-
ence of alcohol and other pro-
hibited items at night, which, 

according to the petition, has 
fostered an environment con-
ducive to drinking, quarrels, 
and violations of campus rules.

The petition calls for a 
high-level investigation into 
SKSS’s performance, a compre-
hensive review of the current 
contract, tendering processes, 
and any extensions to ensure 
compliance with established 
rules. It requests account-
ability for security personnel 
deemed negligent and advo-
cates for replacing the current 
contractor through a transpar-
ent tender process not only for 
the main campus but for all 
constitutional colleges affili-

ated with JNTU Hyderabad. 
Among the proposed measures 
are enhanced night-time secu-
rity, surprise inspections, and a 
robust security framework de-
signed to prioritize the safety of 
students and staff.

A reform-oriented agenda 
accompanies the appeal: the es-
tablishment of an effective, over-
sight-driven security system 
that can deter misconduct, deter 
rule violations, and restore trust 
within the university communi-
ty. The petition has been submit-
ted again to Damodar, the JNTU 
Hyderabad Rector, for review, 
signaling a continued push for 
action from the student body.

Organizers described the 
protest as a collective effort led 
by PhD research scholar Pitani 
Sandeep Goud, with partic-
ipation from fellow students 
including Challa Ramakrishna 
Reddy, Jayaram Nayak, Ram, 
Paulson, and Gyaneshwar. 
The gathering underscored a 
growing demand for transpar-
ent governance, accountability, 
and safer campus conditions 
that align with the university’s 
stated commitments to student 
welfare and academic excel-
lence. As the university weighs 
the petition, campus observers 
say the episode highlights a 
broader conversation about se-
curity responsibility in higher 
education—where safeguard-
ing students and staff requires 
continuous oversight, clear 
standards, and the courage to 
implement changes when trust 
has been eroded. The coming 
weeks are expected to reveal 
whether JNTU Hyderabad will 
undertake a systemic review of 
SKSS and move toward a se-
curity framework that better 
reflects the needs and expec-
tations of its diverse campus 
community.

HYDERABAD, JULY 7

GITAM Deemed to be Univer-
sity, Hyderabad, congratulat-
ed Dr. Jaina Pranavi on being 
awarded the Doctor of Philos-
ophy (Ph.D.) in Mathematics 
and Statistics. She carried out 
her research under the guid-
ance of Dr. J. Vijayasekhar, 
Associate Professor, School 
of Science, as a full time re-
search scholar.

Her doctoral the-
sis, titled “Math-
ematical Model-
ling of Molecular 
Structures Using 
Topological Indi-
ces: A Graph-The-
oretic Approach,” 
explores the application of 
graph theory to model molec-
ular structures and accurate-
ly predict their physical and 
chemical properties without 
relying on computationally 
intensive quantum-chemical 
methods.

The research developed 
mathematical models based 
on topological indices to 
analyse various classes of 
molecules, including aliphat-
ic ketones, fatty acids, and 
anticancer compounds. These 
models successfully predict-

ed key molecular properties 
such as boiling point, melting 
point, molar volume, enthal-
py, and polarisation with high 
accuracy.

The study highlights graph 
theory as a simple, reliable, 
and computationally efficient 
approach for molecular mod-
elling, offering significant ap-
plications in computational 
chemistry, pharmaceutical 

research, mate-
rials science, and 
drug discovery. It 
also strengthens 
the emerging field 
of mathematical 
chemistry by rein-
forcing the connec-
tion between graph 

theory and molecular science, 
while providing a strong foun-
dation for future research in-
tegrating artificial intelligence 
and machine learning.

Prof. D. S. Rao, Pro 
Vice-Chancellor, D.V.V.S.R. 
Varma, Resident Director, Dr. 
M. Reza, Director, School of 
Science, and Dr. Jadav Gan-
desh, Head of the Department 
of Mathematics and Statis-
tics, congratulated Dr. Jaina 
Pranavi on her achievement 
and commended her valuable 
contribution to research.

	K. Vidyasagar Takes 
Charge as CM Pra-
javani State Nodal 
Officer

	Charge Handed Over 
by Divya Devarajan

HYDERABAD, JULY 7

n the presence of CM Prajavani 
in-charge and Telangana State 
Planning Board Vice Chairman 
Dr. G. Chinna Reddy, K. Vidy-
asagar assumed charge as CM 
Prajavani State Nodal Officer 

on Tuesday. Divya Devarajan, 
who was serving as CM Praja-

vani State Nodal Officer until 
now, has been transferred as 

Director of the Panchayat Raj 
Department. She handed over 
the charge to newly posted 
Vidyasagar. At the event held 
on Tuesday at Mahatma Jyoti-
ba Phule Praja Bhavan, Dr. G. 
Chinna Reddy congratulated 
both of them. Chinna Reddy 
appreciated the services ren-
dered by Divya Devarajan. He 
expressed confidence that the 
CM Prajavani program would 
run even more smoothly under 
the leadership of the new State 
Nodal Officer, K. Vidyasagar.

	Students should con-
tribute to the nation’s 
development through 
integrity, discipline, 
and a spirit of service: 
Former DGP Shri Anja-
ni Kumar (IPS)

GHATKESAR, JULY 7

Geethanjali College of Engi-
neering and Technology (GCET), 
under the aegis of its National 
Service Scheme (NSS) Unit, or-
ganized the inaugural episode of 
“Governance Diaries – Season 
2” on Tuesday with great enthu-
siasm. The event was graced by 
Shri Anjani Kumar, IPS (Retd.), 
former Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) of Telangana, as the 
Chief Guest.

Addressing the students, Shri 
Anjani Kumar shared valuable 
insights from his distinguished 
career in the police service. He 
spoke about the challenges he 
encountered, the key measures 
taken to maintain law and or-
der, and the critical decisions 
made during difficult situations. 
Emphasizing the importance 
of integrity, transparency, and 
commitment in public service, 
he stated that ethical values, dis-
cipline, punctuality, and respon-
sible leadership are essential for 

earning and sustaining public 
trust. He encouraged students to 
set ambitious goals, work hard, 
and grow into responsible citi-
zens who contribute meaning-
fully to society.

Presiding over the event, 
GCET Chairman Shri G. Ravin-
der Reddy said that the Gover-
nance Diaries initiative aims 
to nurture good governance, 
leadership qualities, social re-
sponsibility, and a spirit of public 
service among students. He not-
ed that the program serves as a 
platform for students to interact 
directly with eminent personal-
ities from the fields of adminis-
tration, policing, judiciary, and 
public service, enabling them to 
gain practical insights and inspi-
ration.

The event was attended by the 
college Vice Chairman, Director, 
Principal, Dean Dr. Madhusu-
dan Rao, faculty members, NSS 
Programme Officers, staff, and 
a large number of students. The 
program concluded with the col-
lege management felicitating the 
Chief Guest in recognition of his 
distinguished service and inspir-
ing address.

If you’d like, I can also adapt 
this into a press release, news ar-
ticle, or media-ready version in a 
more journalistic style.

GITAM Scholar Awarded Ph.D. 
for Research in Mathematical 

Modelling of Molecular Structures

City people should cooperate to make 
Jagannath Rath Yatra a grand success
	Karimnagar CP 
Ghaus Alam, IPS

KARIMNAGAR, JULY 7

Karimnagar Police Com-
missioner Ghaus Alam has 
suggested that the Hindu 
devotees of Karimnagar town 
should cooperate in orga-
nizing the Jagannath Rath 
Yatra Mahotsav in a grand 
style with the joint efforts 
ofy Karimnagar ISKCON Sri 
Radha Govinda Mandir and 
Jagannath Rath Yatra Utsav 
Committee. Today, the mem-
bers of the Jagannath Rath 
Yatra Utsav Committee led 
by ISKCON Narahari Prabhu 
Ji met CP Ghaus Alam and 
extended an invitation card 
and sought the cooperation 
of the district police admin-
istration in running the event 

peacefully. The CP responded 
positively and said that heavy 
police arrangements will be 
made to ensure that this Rath 
Yatra continues smoothly, 
peacefully and with full of 
devotion, and suggested that 
the organizers should coop-
erate and sensitize the partic-
ipating devotees. Speaking at 
the event, Narahari Prabhu Ji 
said that this time, compared 
to the Rath Yatra organized 
in the past, more devotees 
will participate and security 
arrangements should be made 
accordingly. Along with Dr. 
Narahari Prabhuji, Rath Yatra 
festival committee president 
Kanna Krishna, members Dr. 
L Rajabhaskar Reddy, Lion 
capt Dr. Burra Madhusudhan 
Reddy, Tummala Ramesh 
Reddy, Komuravelli Venkate-
sham, and Rallabandi Gopal 

Reddy participated in this 
program. 

In the Presence of CM Prajavani In-charge Dr. G. Chinna Reddy

‘Governance 
Diaries – Season 2’ 

Launched with 
Grandeur at GCET
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	Demand regulation of 
private schools and 
strengthening of gov-
ernment education

HYDERABAD, JULY 7

Prominent educationists, intel-
lectuals, poets, journalists, legal 
experts, economists, and civil 
society representatives from 
Telangana have strongly op-
posed Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy’s reported proposal to re-
duce the number of government 
schools in the state from around 
27,000 to 4,000, a statement 
made recently at The Hindu 
Huddle Conclave in Bengaluru. 
They have urged the Chief Min-
ister to immediately withdraw 
the proposal.

More than 100 eminent per-
sonalities from various fields 
have addressed an open letter 
to the Chief Minister express-
ing concern over the proposal. 
The letter was released during a 
press conference held on Tues-
day at Sundarayya Vignana Ken-
dram in Hyderabad.

The signatories demanded 
that the government withdraw 
the proposed closure of near-
ly 23,000 government schools, 
particularly those serving ru-
ral areas. They also called for 
strict regulation of the rapidly 
expanding privatization and 
corporatization of education, in-
troduction of pre-primary class-
es in all government primary 
schools, improvement of basic 
infrastructure, and recruitment 
of adequate teaching staff across 
government schools.

Speaking at the press confer-
ence, senior journalist and editor 
K. Ramachandra Murthy said 
governments often act contrary 
to the promises made before 
coming to power. He stated that 
closing thousands of schools on 
the grounds of declining student 
enrolment would deprive many 

children of access to education 
and weaken the public education 
system.

Former NAAC Chairman Prof. 
V. S. Prasad observed that while 
the education sector in the state 
is facing a crisis, politics has in-
creasingly influenced education. 
He criticized the government 
for announcing school closures 
without adequately assessing 
the social consequences of such 
a decision.

Former High Court Judge Jus-
tice Chandrakumar questioned 
whether the government had 
conducted any scientific study to 
identify the real reasons behind 
the decline in enrolment before 
deciding to close government 
schools. He argued that declin-
ing student numbers should not 
be used as justification for shut-
ting down schools.

Economist Prof. D. Narasim-
ha Reddy pointed out that the 
ruling party had promised in its 
election manifesto to allocate 
15 percent of the state budget to 
education and reopen around 
6,000 schools that had previ-
ously been closed. Instead, he 
said, the government allocated 
only 8.2 percent of the budget to 
education while announcing the 
closure of nearly 23,000 schools, 
calling it a betrayal of public 
trust. Former Central Infor-

mation Commissioner Prof. M. 
Sridhar Acharyulu expressed se-
rious concern over the long-term 
consequences of closing such a 
large number of schools. He crit-
icized the move, especially since 
the Chief Minister also holds the 
Education portfolio, describing 
it as a regressive decision.

Senior High Court advocate 
Chikkudu Prabhakar alleged 
that, like the previous govern-
ment, the present administra-
tion was acting without adequate 
democratic consultation. He ar-
gued that the proposal violated 
the spirit of the Right to Edu-
cation (RTE) Act, which seeks 
to ensure that every village has 
access to a school.

Sahitya Akademi Award-win-
ning poet and writer Dr. Nandini 
Sidda Reddy described the pro-
posal as deeply unfortunate and 
called upon the public to unite 
in protecting and strengthening 
government schools.

Political scientist Prof. G. 
Haragopal said the announce-
ment had shocked civil society 
and warned that closing village 
schools would sever the strong 
social and emotional bond be-
tween communities and their lo-
cal educational institutions. He 
urged the government to imme-
diately withdraw the proposal.

Prof. K. Chakradhar Rao crit-

icized the government for allo-
cating inadequate funds to edu-
cation despite Telangana being 
one of the country’s financially 
stronger states. He alleged that 
public education from kinder-
garten to postgraduate level was 
being systematically weakened.

Prof. K. Lakshminarayana 
stated that the government had 
failed to effectively regulate pri-
vate schools and enforce existing 
rules, including G.O. Ms. No. 1 
and provisions under the Right 
to Education Act.

Among those present at the 
press conference were Dr. Vana-
mala, film producer Syed Rafe-
eq, Shankar (DBF), Prof. Anwar 
Khan, TPTF State President 
C. H. Anil Kumar, DTF State 
President M. Somaiah, General 
Secretary T. Linga Reddy, Pal-
amuru Study Forum Convener 
M. Raghavachari, Education 
Protection Committee State Co-
Vice President Y. Ashok Kumar, 
State Joint General Secretary M. 
Raghu Shankar Reddy, PDSU 
State President P. Mahesh, 
PDSU Vijrumbhana President A. 
Vijay, former TPTF State Gener-
al Secretary Maisa Srinivas, M. 
Prakash Rao, B. Muthyalu, Vijay 
Kumar, Narsaiah, and several 
other education activists and 
public representatives.

ACP (Crimes) conducts 
surprise inspection at  
Cyber Crime Police Station
HYDERABAD:   Additional 
Commissioner of Police (Crimes 
& SIT) M. Srinivasulu conducted 
a surprise inspection at the Cyber 
Crimes Police Station (CCPS) in 
Hyderabad on Tuesday to review 
its functioning and operational 
preparedness. Accompanied 
by DCP (Cyber Crimes) V. 
Aravind Babu and the ACP/
SHO of CCPS, Srinivasulu 
inspected the Cyber Crime 
Laboratory and verified key 
records and registers. During 
the inspection, all investigating 
officers and their teams were 
found present and actively 
engaged in investigations. The 
visit concluded with a formal 
General Diary (GD) entry, and 
the Additional CP appreciated 
the staff for their discipline and 
dedication to duty. 

UoH opens admissions for 
UG, integrated PG courses; 
applications till July 21
HYDERABAD:   The University 
of Hyderabad (UoH), a premier 
central university recognized 
as an Institution of Eminence 
(IoE), has invited applications for 
admission to its Undergraduate 
(UG) and Integrated Postgraduate 
(PG) programmes for the 2026-27 
academic year. Admissions will 
be based on CUET (UG) 2026 
scores. The University is offering 
470 seats across 17 specialised 
programmes, including a four-
year B.S. (Honours/Research) 
in Chemistry, Integrated M.Sc. 
courses in six science disciplines, 
and Integrated M.A. programmes 
in 11 humanities and social 
science subjects. The varsity 
ensures equitable access as per 
government reservation policies 
(including allocations for SC, 
ST, OBC, EWS, PWD, and DP 
categories). The online application 
process commenced on July 7 and 
will remain open until July 21. 

Govt School Closure Opposed; 
Reconsider, Urge Educationists

	Today, Rythu Bhar-
osa funds have been 
released to farmers 
owning 7 to 8 acres of 
agricultural land.

	7,750.45 crore has 
been credited under 
the Rythu Bharosa 
scheme in just 7 days.

	Today,  259.73 crore 
has been credited to 
the accounts of 58,831 
farmers owning 7 to 
8 acres of cultivated 
land.

	So far, a total 
of  7,750.45 crore 
in Rythu Bharosa 
assistance has been 
provided to 68.96 lakh 
farmers, said Agricul-
ture Minister Tummala 
Nageswara Rao.

HYDERABAD, JULY 7

State Agriculture Minister 
Tummala Nageswara Rao an-
nounced that, under the Rythu 
Bharosa scheme, the 
State Government 
has directly credited 
₹259.73 crore into 
the bank accounts of 
farmers owning 7 to 8 
acres of agricultural 
land as part of the 7th 
phase of fund disbursement. 
In this phase, 58,831 farmers 
received financial assistance 
covering 4.32 lakh acres of 
cultivated land.

The Minister stated that 
the government is releas-
ing Rythu Bharosa funds in 
phases to ensure that farm-
ers do not face any inconve-
nience. He noted that funds 

had already been released in 
the first six phases for farmers 
owning up to 7 acres of land, 
and that today’s release covers 
all farmers owning between 7 

and 8 acres.
He further said 

that, so far, under 
the Rythu Bhar-
osa scheme, the 
government has 
released a total of 
₹7,750.45 crore in 

assistance to 68.96 lakh farm-
ers, covering 129.17 lakh acres 
of cultivated land.

The Minister emphasized 
that the welfare of farmers is 
the State Government’s fore-
most priority and reaffirmed 
the government’s commit-
ment to ensuring that every 
eligible farmer receives Rythu 
Bharosa assistance.

	Emphasis on maintaining clean 
and green environments in 
Gurukuls and hostels; no com-
promise on implementation of 
the prescribed menu

	Special committee to 
strengthen BC Study Circles.

	Traditional Occupations Fair 
(Kulavruthula Mela) to be held 
from July 16, with equal oppor-
tunities for all communities

	Minister Ponnam Prabhakar 
reviews BC Welfare Depart-
ment initiatives with senior 
officials.

HYDERABAD, JULY 7

With 20 days having passed since the 
reopening of Gurukuls and hostels, 
Transport and BC Welfare Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar chaired a review 
meeting with senior officials at the Sec-
retariat to assess the implementation 
of decisions taken during the previous 
review and evaluate the progress of BC 
Welfare Department programmes.

During the meeting, the Minister 
directed officials to ensure that all Gu-
rukuls and hostels maintain clean, 
hygienic, and green campuses. He in-

structed that the government-approved 
menu must be implemented without 
exception in every Gurukul and hostel.

The Minister emphasized that Dis-
trict BC Welfare Officers (DBCWOs) 
should discharge their responsibilities 
with discipline while giving the highest 
priority to students’ welfare. He also 
advised public representatives to fre-
quently visit Gurukuls and hostels to 
personally assess students’ living con-
ditions.

To improve the quality of BC Study 
Circles, the Minister directed officials 
to constitute a special committee to 
strengthen civil services coaching as 
well as vocational training and skill 

development programmes. He also in-
structed officials to study successful 
Study Circle models in places such as 
Delhi and Ahmedabad and adopt suit-
able best practices in Telangana.

Regarding the Traditional Occupa-
tions Fair (Kulavruthula Mela), sched-
uled to begin on July 16 at the HMDA 
Grounds, the Minister directed that 
equal opportunities be provided to ar-
tisans and practitioners of traditional 
occupations from all communities. 
He also instructed officials to prepare 
comprehensive guidelines for imple-
menting the Sewing Machine Scheme, 
aimed at promoting women’s econom-
ic self-reliance. The Minister further 

called for expanding skill development 
programmes under the BC Welfare De-
partment to enhance employment op-
portunities for Backward Classes. He 
also asked officials to conduct a com-
prehensive study of Economic Support 
Schemes and prepare proposals for 
their implementation.

Additionally, the Minister instructed 
officials to submit a detailed report on 
the distribution of laptops to Gurukul 
students who secured admission to 
prestigious institutions such as the In-
dian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and 
the Indian Institutes of Management 
(IIMs). He directed the BC Welfare 
Commissioner and the Secretary of Gu-
rukuls to conduct surprise inspections 
of Gurukuls and hostels to ensure that 
students are receiving quality facilities 
and services.

The Minister also instructed officials 
to immediately complete the distribu-
tion of Katamayya Rakshana Kava-
cham kits in districts where training 
has already been completed but the kits 
are yet to be distributed.

The review meeting was attended by 
BC Welfare Department Secretary Bal-
amayadevi, Gurukuls Secretary Saidu-
lu, and senior BC Welfare Department 
officials including Mallaiah Battu, Alok 
Kumar, Mamidi Harikrishna, Srinivas 
Reddy, and others.

Prioritize Clean and Green Campuses and Strict 
Menu Implementation in Gurukuls and Hostels

Delhi HC tells Kavitha  
to take call on finalising 

her party's name

HYDERABAD, JULY 7

The Delhi High Court has directed Kalvakuntla Ka-
vitha to respond to the Election Commission of India 
notices regarding objections to her party name.  The 
Delhi High Court on Tuesday directed founder of Tel-
angana Rakshana Sena (TRS) party Kalvakuntla Ka-
vitha to respond to the Election Commission's (EC) 
notices regarding the finalization of her party’s name.

Kavitha approached the High Court after the EC 
wrote to her, stating that significant objections had 
been raised against the proposed name of her party 
(TRS) and asking her to suggest the alternative names.

During the course of hearing, the court declined to 
interfere in the EC's functioning and asked Kavitha to 
address all objections raised in the June 23 EC notice. 
Observing that both "Telangana Rakshana Samithi" 
and "Telangana Rakshana Sena" closely resemble the 
erstwhile TRS name, the court suggested that she 
submit alternative names to the Election Commission 
while responding to its objections.

Rythu Bharosa Funds Released Today for Farmers 
Owning 7 to 8 Acres of Agricultural Land

HYDERABAD, JULY 7

BRS president and former chief 
minister K. Chandrashekar Rao 
expressed his sorrow over the pass-
ing of Kommidi Narsimha Reddy, a 
Telangana movement activist and 
former MLA of Bhongir.

In a statement on Tuesday, KCR 
acknowledged Narsimha Reddy's 
significant contributions to the Tel-
angana movement and his role in 
public service.

Recognising him as a leader 
who was deeply connected to the 
people, the BRS chief emphasised 
that Narsimha Reddy exemplified 
simplicity, integrity, and honesty 
throughout his political journey.

He highlighted Narsimha Red-
dy's remarkable act of donating 
hundreds of acres of his own land 
to the needy during the Bhoodan 
movement and his active involve-
ment in the 1969 Telangana ag-
itation. KCR also remembered 
Narsimha Reddy’s dedication to 
preserving the Musi River and his 
efforts to secure water from the 
Godavari River for Telangana.

KCR condoles 
demise of veteran 
Telangana activist 

and ex-MLA

	Telangana Government 
High-Level Committee

HYDERABAD, JULY 7

A high-level committee constituted by the 
Telangana Government to recognize those 
who participated in the Telangana state-
hood movement and to ensure social secu-
rity and welfare benefits for them and their 
families held an extensive meeting on Fri-
day with student activists from Kakatiya 
University (KU). The meeting took place at 
the Amaraveerula Jyothi memorial oppo-
site the State Secretariat.

The meeting was attended by Transport 
and BC Welfare Minister Ponnam Prabha-
kar, who is also a member of the high-level 
committee, along with committee mem-
bers Prof. M. Kodandaram (MLC), Addan-
ki Dayakar (MLC and Government Whip), 
S. Ramulu Naik, Mothe Shobhan Reddy, 
and others. They held detailed discussions 
with KU student movement leaders, ac-
tivists, and family members of Telangana 
martyrs.

During the meeting, the student ac-
tivists presented several key recommen-
dations to the committee. They urged 
the government not to limit its efforts to 
issuing identity cards for movement ac-
tivists but to introduce comprehensive 
welfare measures for activists and their 
families. These measures should include 

employment opportunities, access to 
higher education, quality healthcare, 
housing, pensions, and financial securi-
ty. They also appealed to the government 
to take special steps to ensure lasting 
recognition and permanent social secu-
rity for those who sacrificed for the forma-
tion of Telangana.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar said that the role played by 
students of Kakatiya University and Os-
mania University during the second phase 
of the Telangana movement was historic. 
He stated that the government’s objective 
is not only to recognize movement activ-
ists but also to formulate welfare reforms 
that provide them with long-term social 
and economic security.

The Minister assured participants that 
all the suggestions and proposals submit-
ted by student activists and the families of 
martyrs would be thoroughly examined 
and incorporated into the high-level com-
mittee’s report. He added that the report 
would be presented to the Chief Minister, 
following which appropriate measures 
would be taken to ensure justice and com-
prehensive welfare for the families of Tel-
angana movement activists.

The meeting was attended by former 
Kakatiya University student activists, 
family members of martyrs, representa-
tives of various movement organizations, 
and social activists in large numbers.

Comprehensive Welfare  
Policies to Be Formulated for 

Telangana Movement Activists

KARIMNAGAR, JULY 7

The 3rd Zonal Level Police 
Duty Meet-2026, organized by 
the Telangana Police Depart-
ment, commenced on Tuesday 
at the Karimnagar Police Com-
missionerate and will continue 
till July 8, Police Commission-
er Gaush Alam said.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Commissioner stated that 
a total of 91 police officers and 
personnel from five districts 
under Zone-III are participat-
ing in the two-day event. The 
participants include 24 from 
Karimnagar, 19 from Siddipet, 
21 from Rajanna Sircilla, 13 
from Kamareddy, and 14 from 
Medak. He said the Duty Meet 
is aimed at enhancing the pro-
fessional competence of police 
personnel by strengthening 

their investigative skills, pro-
moting scientific methods of 
investigation, encouraging the 
use of modern technology, and 
improving the quality of polic-
ing and public service delivery.

Competitions are being 
conducted in Scientific Aids to 
Investigation, Anti-Sabotage 

Check, Dog Squad, Computer 
Awareness, Photography, and 
Videography. Outstanding 
performers will be selected 
to represent Zone-III at the 
Multi-Zonal Level Police Duty 
Meet, he added.

Highlighting the incentives 
announced by the State Gov-

ernment, the Commissioner 
said gold medal winners will 
receive ₹3 lakh and three ad-
vance increments, silver med-
al winners ₹2 lakh and two 
advance increments, while 
bronze medal winners will be 
awarded ₹1 lakh and one ad-
vance increment. Cash incen-

tives will also be presented to 
the winning teams.

The Commissioner urged 
the participants to treat the 
Duty Meet not merely as a com-
petition but as an opportunity 
to sharpen their professional 
skills, uphold discipline, and 
reinforce their commitment to 
public service. He expressed 
confidence that the event 
would further strengthen 
technological expertise, coor-
dination, and operational effi-
ciency within the police force, 
ultimately leading to better 
services for the public.

Additional DCP Venkatara-
mana, ACPs Srinivas G., Venu-
gopal, and Venkataswamy, 
along with officers and police 
personnel from the participat-
ing districts, attended the in-
augural programme.

Zonal Level Police Duty Meet-2026 Begins at Karimnagar Commissionerate
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2 dead after landslide hits construction 
site in Wayanad, several feared trapped

A major landslide struck 
near a tunnel project site 

in Kerala's Wayanad, 
with around seven people 

believed to be trapped. 
The incident, which oc-

curred near Mundakkai, 
has revived memories of 

the 2024 disaster.

Two people died, and eight 
were injured after a mas-

sive landslide struck near a 
tunnel construction site in 
Kerala's Wayanad, reviving 
memories of the 2024 disas-
ter that left over 300 dead. At 
least seven workers are still 
missing in the incident, which 
comes amid incessant rainfall 
in Wayanad over the past few 
days. The incident occurred 
near Meenakshi Bridge, 
where work on the Anakkam-
poyil-Kalladi-Meppadi twin 
tunnel project is under way. 
The project, once completed, 
will connect Malappuram and 
Wayanad districts. The area is 
near Mundakkai, which was 
the worst hit in the 2024 land-
slides. A government offi  cial 
said those feared trapped un-
der the debris were engineers 
and security staff . "If work 
was going on there, it would 
have been a bigger tragedy," 
she said. The injured have 
been admitted to Meppadi 

WIMS Hospital for treatment.
'NOT NATURAL, BUT 
MAN-MADE LAND-

SLIDE'
According to the Kerala 

State Disaster Management 
Authority (KSDMA), the area 
received around 265 mm of 
rainfall in the last 24 hours 
- the highest rainfall record-
ed this season. A red alert 
for heavy rain was issued for 
Wayanad earlier this week.

Videos on social media 
from the site showed thick 
slush barrelling down the 
hillside, uprooting trees on 
its way. Another video shows 
people running to save them-
selves from the landslide.

The site also has a few 

houses and homestays, rais-
ing concerns that more people 
could be trapped. Initially, 
local residents stepped in and 
pulled people to safety.

Later, fi re and rescue per-
sonnel from nearby Kalpetta 
were rushed to the spot. Sev-
eral teams of the National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF) 
were also pressed into rescue 
operations. Terming it a "man-
made" landslide, Kerala Agri-
culture Minister T Siddique 
blamed the Konkan Railway 
Corporation Limited (KRCL), 
which has undertaken the 
project, for the incident. "This 
is not a natural landslide. This 
is a man-made landslide. This 
occurred due to an unsci-

entifi c way of accumulating 
mud there," Siddique said. 
He further said that the dis-
trict collector had written to 
Konkan Railways regarding 
the chance of a landslide at 
the site. "The Konkan Rail-
way authorities were told to 
remove this debris. But it was 
not done," the minister said. 
"Such things cannot be toler-
ated because two years ago, 
298 people lost their lives in 
the Mundakkai landslide," 
Siddique further said.

A report in News Minute 
said the soil removed for the 
construction of th tunnel was 
piled on one side of the site. 
It was washed downhill by 
fl oodwaters, causing the trag-

edy. Upon completion, the 
Anakkampoyil-Meppadi will 
be the longest road tunnel in 
Kerala, and the third-longest 
in India. In the wake of the 
landslide, Chief Minister VD 
Satheesan held an emergency 
meeting. Siddique and Reve-
nue Minister AP Anil Kumar 
have been sent to Wayanad to 
coordinate the rescue opera-
tions.
WHY IS WAYANAD PRONE 

TO LANDSLIDES?
The hilly terrain of Wayanad 

is no stranger to such massive 
landslides. In fact, Wayanad is 
the most susceptible district 
to landslides in all of Kerala. 
It also falls under Zone III for 
seismic activity.

The scars of the 2024 dev-
astation are still fresh. A 
series of landslides struck 
Chooralmala, Mundakkai 
and Punchirimattom, erasing 
entire hamlets from Kerala's 
map. Offi  cially, the govern-
ment claimed 298 lives were 
lost. However, locals said the 
toll was much higher.

Over the decades, Wayanad 
has been wrecked by multiple 
such tragedies, such as the 
Mundakkai landslide in 1984, 
the Kappikkalam landslide 
in 1992 (11 deaths) and the 
Valamthode tragedy in June 
2007.

Family Attacked 
on Bengaluru-

Mysuru Expressway
A family was attacked 
after a group of men 
intercepted their car 

on the Bengaluru–My-
suru Expressway. A 

dashcam video of the 
assault has gone viral 
as police are yet to an-

nounce any action.

A family travelling in a 
car on the Bengaluru–

Mysuru Expressway was 
allegedly attacked after a 
group of men intercepted 
their vehicle and physi-
cally assaulted them. The 
incident, captured on the 
dashcam of a vehicle trav-
elling behind, has since 
gone viral on social media.

The family comprised 
a man, his wife, their 
children and an elder-
ly woman, all travelling 
in a Maruti Suzuki Alto. 

The 52-second video be-
gins with vehicles mov-
ing along the expressway 
before the Alto comes to 
a halt. Moments later, a 
group of men rushes to-
wards the family's car. 
The men are seen shouting 
at the driver before force-
fully opening the driver's 
door and physically as-
saulting him. As the attack 
escalates, an occupant of 
another vehicle steps out 
in an apparent attempt to 
intervene. Despite this, 
the assailants drag the 
driver out of the car, while 
a woman from the Alto 
also steps out, seemingly 
trying to stop the assault. 
Police are yet to issue an 
official statement or con-
firm whether any arrests 
have been made. Action in 
the case is awaited.

Congress: Labour Codes 
Favoured Corporates

Congress has attacked 
the new Labour Codes 

after the sudden termi-
nation of hundreds of 

CorroHealth employees 
in Kerala. The party said 
the episode showed how 
the laws could weaken 

protections for workers 
and favour big business.

The Congress on Monday 
dubbed the new Labour 

Codes as "black laws" and 
alleged that the Modi gov-
ernment has designed them 
for ease of corporate bigwigs 
that trample upon the rights 
of hardworking labourers 
and demanded that the laws 
be sent back for parliamen-
tary scrutiny. In a post on X, 
Congress general secretary 
KC Venugopal highlighted the 
sacking of over 800 employ-
ees of a health company in 
Kerala and said it is a warning 
sign for India's labour class. 
"The shocking mass fi ring of 
800-900 employees at Corro-
Health in Kerala is a warning 
sign for India's labour classes. 
It's clear that the new Labour 
Codes are the black laws that 
will send millions of lamb to 
slaughter. "In this case, an 

entire workforce was handed 
Full and Final Termination 
Letters one fi ne morning and 
fi red with unfair compensa-
tion. The IR Code has defi ned 
a 'worker' as anyone earning 
below Rs 18,000 - essential-
ly ruling out most IT work-
ers like those fi red at Corro-
Health," he alleged. There 
was no immediate comment 
available from the company 
on the charges. Not only that, 
it legalises the concept of a 
"fi xed-term contract" to pave 
the way for conversion of per-
manent employees into un-
stable hire-or-fi re temporary 
workers, the Congress leader 
claimed. "The tragic reality 
is that the Modi Government 
has designed these Labour 
Codes for the ease of corpo-
rate bigwigs, and trample 
upon the rights of the hard-

working labourers who give 
their sweat and blood to build 
our country. "These laws 
must be sent back for Parlia-
mentary scrutiny to restore 
the balance in favour of the 
workers, not big business," 
Venugopal said in his post. 
The shocking mass fi ring of 
800-900 employees at Corro-
Health in Kerala is a warning 
sign for India’s labour classes. 
It’s clear that the new Labour 
Codes are the black laws that 
will send millions of lamb 
to slaughter. In this case, an 
entire workforce was handed 
Full and Final— K C Venugo-
pal (@kcvenugopalmp) July 
6, 2026 Around 900 medical 
coding professionals at the 
Indian operations of a US-
based healthcare analytics 
fi rm were abruptly termi-
nated when they reported 
for duty on Friday morning, 
sparking widespread outrage 
and prompting immediate 
intervention by the Kerala 
government. The aff ected 
staff , spread across the com-
pany's offi  ces in Kochi and 
Kozhikode, alleged they were 
forced out without prior no-
tice or adherence to contrac-
tual notice periods.

Former Chief Minister Shri 
YS Jagan reaches Pulivendula

PULIVENDULA, JULY 7: 

YSR Congress Party Pres-
ident and former Chief 

Minister Shri YS Jagan 
arrived in Pulivendula on 
Tuesday. After reaching the 
Pulivendula helipad, he pro-
ceeded to his camp office in 
Bhakarapuram.

Shri YS Jagan is visiting 
Pulivendula for two days to 
participate in the birth an-
niversary programs of the 
late Chief Minister and leg-
endary leader Dr. YS Rajase-
khara Reddy. As part of this 
visit, he conducted a Praja 
Darbar (public grievance 
meeting) at the camp office 
today and received petitions 
from the public. A large 
number of people, youth, 
and party workers attended 
the Praja Darbar. Young peo-
ple lined up to meet YS Ja-
gan. They directly explained 
their problems to him and 
submitted petitions. On 
this occasion, several peo-
ple complained to YS Jagan 
that the coalition govern-
ment was not caring about 

the poor. They expressed 
their distress, stating that 
welfare schemes were not 
being implemented properly, 
new pensions were not being 
sanctioned, and schemes 
such as fee reimbursement 
had been stopped. YS Jagan 
patiently listened to the peo-
ple’s problems and assured 
them of support. He said 
that justice must be pro-
vided to the poor, students, 
senior citizens, and all eligi-
ble beneficiaries. He stated 
that the YSR Congress Party 
would fight against the gov-

ernment on public issues. He 
assured people that justice 
would be delivered to every-
one once their government 
returns to power.

Teacher association 
leaders meet YS Jagan
During the Praja Dar-

bar, representatives of the 
Andhra Pradesh Federation 
of Teachers’ Organisations 
(FAPTO) and YSR Kadapa 
district representatives met 
former Chief Minister YS 
Jagan. They submitted a pe-
tition requesting exemption 
of in-service teachers from 
the Teacher Eligibility Test 
(TET) and sought his sup-
port in recommending nec-
essary amendments to the 
Right to Education Act to 
the Central Government.

Teacher association lead-
ers explained to YS Jagan 
that conducting TET for 
teachers who are already 
in service was unfair. They 
expressed concern that ask-

ing teachers who had com-
pleted B.Ed., secured jobs, 
and completed 25 years of 
service to appear for TET 
again was unjust. They re-
quested him to put pressure 
on the Central Government 
on this matter. After listen-
ing carefully to the teachers’ 
concerns, YS Jagan assured 
them that YSR Congress 
Party MPs would discuss 
the issue with the Central 
Government. He said that 
YSRCP MPs would meet 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan and 
explain the problem.

YS Jagan to visit 
Idupulapaya tomorrow

Tomorrow, on the occa-
sion of the birth anniversary 
of the late Dr. YS Rajase-
khara Reddy, Shri YS Jagan 
will visit Idupulapaya. He 
will participate in special 
prayers held at the YSR Ghat 
and pay tributes to the late 
leader.

Receives petitions from people at Praja Darbar
People complain to Shri Jagan that welfare schemes are not being provided… 

“We will fi ght against the government on public issues” — Shri YS Jagan

TVK ally VCK to push for 
separate law against 

honour killings in Tamil Nadu
The Viduthalai Chiruthai-

gal Katchi (VCK) will raise 
the demand for a separate law 
to curb honour killings during 
the upcoming Tamil Nadu As-
sembly session, Social Justice 
Minister Vanni Arasu said. 
Arasu said both the VCK and 
the Tamil Nadu government 
led by TVK chief Vijay support 
bringing dedicated legislation 
against caste-based honour 
killings, adding that all nec-
essary steps would be taken 
to prevent such crimes. "It is 
the stand of the VCK and also 
the Tamil Nadu government 
to bring a separate law against 
honour killings. We will take 
all steps to stop honour kill-
ings," Arasu said. Recalling 
his earlier remarks in the As-
sembly, the minister said he 
had demanded a separate law 
against caste-based honour 
killings during his fi rst speech 
in the House and would raise 
the issue again. "I will empha-
sise once again on this, and 
a good decision will be taken 
soon," he added. The statement 
comes days after a 19-year-old 
man and his alleged 16-year-
old girlfriend were found 
hanging in a thatched shed in 
Tamil Nadu's Mayiladuthurai 
district. The man's relatives 

alleged that the couple were 
killed by the girl's family over a 
matter of family honour. Hon-
our killings have remained a 
major social issue in Tamil 
Nadu, with social activists 
and political organisations re-
peatedly demanding stronger 
legal measures to tackle such 
crimes. In October last year, 
then Chief Minister MK Stalin 
announced the formation of a 
commission headed by retired 
Madras High Court judge KN 
Basha to recommend meas-
ures to prevent honour killings. 
"A full stop must be brought to 
honour killings and all such in-
justices," Stalin had said while 
announcing the commission. 
The demand for a separate law 
gained further momentum af-
ter anti-caste activists submit-
ted data before the KN Basha 
Commission earlier this year, 
which showed 53 alleged hon-
our killing incidents in Tamil 
Nadu between 2017 and 2025.

TMC Youth Rally Gets 
HC Nod With Restrictions

AP Approves 11 Projects 
Worth ₹9,076 Crore
AMARAVATI, JULY 7 

Andhra Pradesh State 
Investment Promotion 

Board (SIPB) on Tuesday 
approved 11 projects with 
Rs 9,076 crore investment. 
The State Level Investment 
Promotion Board (SIPB) 
meeting, chaired by Chief 
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu, cleared the pro-
jects which are expected to 
generate 10,531 jobs. The 
approved proposals in-
clude Adani Foundation’s 
project at Kapuluppada in 
Visakhapatnam district, 
with a proposed investment 
of Rs 2,200 crore, said an 
official release. Addressing 
the meeting, the Chief Min-
ister directed the officials to 
promote industrialisation to 
provide additional income 
opportunities for farming 
families and enable them to 
emerge as entrepreneurs. He 
emphasised attracting in-
vestments to strengthen the 
rural economy and called for 
leveraging the growing de-
mand for ethanol. The Chief 
Minister said that increas-

ing ethanol blending to 40 
per cent would provide sig-
nificant additional income 
to maize farmers. He in-
structed officials to actively 
encourage investments in 
the ethanol manufacturing 
sector, noting that etha-
nol demand would increase 
substantially for blending 
with petrol and diesel. CM 
Naidu also directed officials 
to formulate a comprehen-
sive policy covering ethanol, 
methane and aviation fuel. 
Reiterating that wealth cre-
ation and a circular econ-
omy are key pillars of the 
government's development 
strategy, the Chief Minister 
stressed the need to promote 
food processing industries 
on a large scale. Highlight-

ing the immense potential of 
the tourism sector, the Chief 
Minister proposed the estab-
lishment of 100 Experience 
Centres at major tourist des-
tinations across the State, 
including Thimmamma 
Marrimanu.

He said tourist destina-
tions such as Polavaram, 
Dindi, Gandikota, Kamb-
ham Cheruvu and Lambas-
ingi should be developed 
into world-class attractions. 
The CM informed the meet-
ing that the Jindal Group 
has expressed interest in 
establishing a resort near 
Lambasingi and Araku.

The Chief Minister also 
called for the promotion 
of Andhra Pradesh's tradi-
tional handicrafts and cul-
tural heritage, including 
Etikoppaka, Kondapalli, 
Dharmavaram, Mangala-
giri, Uppada and Ponduru. 
He instructed officials to 
expedite the preparation of 
the Suryalanka Master Plan 
and develop projects such as 
Kangundi Fort in Kuppam 
and an Elephant Safari in 
Chittoor district.

The High Court 
capped participation 
in the rally at 1,000 

supporters and direct-
ed that it be held only 

between 2 pm and 4.30 
pm. The organisers have 

been instructed to va-
cate the area by 4.30 pm 

without exception.

The Calcutta High Court on 
Tuesday granted condi-

tional permission to the Youth 
Trinamool Congress (Mama-
ta Banerjee faction) to hold a 
protest rally in Kolkata on July 
8, modifying the proposed 
route and imposing a series of 
restrictions aimed at ensuring 
public safety and maintaining 
law and order. Justice Sauga-
ta Bhattacharyya allowed the 
rally to proceed from Bally-
gunge Phari to Hazra Cross-
ing, instead of the route origi-
nally sought by the organisers. 
The court also directed that 
the procession must not cir-
cle the Hazra Crossing and 
should remain confi ned to one 
side of the road throughout 
its duration. The High Court 
capped participation in the 
rally at 1,000 supporters and 
directed that it be held only 

between 2 pm and 4.30 pm. 
The organisers have been in-
structed to vacate the area by 
4.30 pm without exception. 
The court further directed the 
Youth Trinamool Congress to 
submit a written undertaking 
to the Joint Commissioner of 
Police, accepting responsi-
bility for any untoward inci-
dent that may occur during 
the event. It also prohibited 
the use of loudspeakers and 
directed the organisers to 
ensure that law and order is 
maintained throughout the 
rally. The order came after the 
Youth Trinamool Congress ap-
proached the High Court chal-
lenging the Kolkata Police's 
refusal to grant permission for 
the proposed demonstration. 
The organisation had applied 
to the Joint Commissioner of 
Police on July 6, seeking per-

mission to organise a protest 
march on July 8 against sev-
eral recent incidents. How-
ever, the police rejected the 
application, prompting the 
Mamata Banerjee-led party's 
youth wing to move the High 
Court. The organisers had 
originally sought permission 
to hold the rally from Bally-
gunge Phari to Lansdowne 
Market. Opposing the plea, 
the state government argued 
that allowing a political pro-
cession along the proposed 
route on a working day would 
cause signifi cant disruption. It 
also pointed out that several 
hospitals are located along the 
stretch, and the rally could ad-
versely aff ect the movement of 
ambulances and patients. Af-
ter hearing submissions from 
both sides, Justice Bhattacha-
ryya modifi ed the proposed 
route and permitted the rally 
subject to strict conditions. 
The court made it clear that 
the restrictions were neces-
sary to balance the organisers' 
right to protest with the need 
to minimise inconvenience 
to the public and ensure that 
essential services, particular-
ly healthcare facilities in the 
area, remain unaff ected.

Baghel Meets 
Punjab Leaders, 

Channi Camp 
Absent

CHANDIGARH: (JUL 7) 

Amid reports of infi ghting 
in the Punjab Congress, 

AICC general secretary in 
charge of the state, Bhupesh 
Baghel, on Tuesday held 
pre-schedule meetings with 
party leaders, even though 
those backing Charanjit 
Singh Channi as the state 
unit chief are yet to meet 
him. State Congress presi-
dent Amrinder Singh Raja 
Warring, however, claimed 
that ex-chief minister Chan-
ni would meet Baghel in a 
day or two. Replying to a 
question, Warring said that 
Baghel held meetings with 
the chairpersons of various 
committees, barring two.

Pune Murder: 
Cops Probe 

Fiancée's Secret 
Wedding
PUNE: (JUL 7) 

In a fresh twist to the inves-
tigation into the murder of 

Pune realtor Ketan Agarwal, 
police are currently trying to 
fi nd out whether his fi ancée 
Siya Goyal married her lover 
secretly months before alleg-
edly pushing the victim to his 
death, offi  cials said. Goyal 
(20) and Chetan Chaudhary 
(22) are accused of pushing 
25-year-old Agarwal from a 
cliff  at Lohagad Fort in Pune 
district on June 18, in which 
he died. "Analysis of some 
chats exchanged between 
Siya and Chetan indicates 
that they had secretly mar-
ried. There are unconfi rmed 
murmurs also about their 
marriage. We are verifying 
this claim and also checking 
whether the marriage was 
legally registered," a senior 
offi  cial from the Pune Rural 
Police said.

Panel to Probe 
Baglamukhi 

Temple 
Donation Row

AGAR MALWA (MP): 
(Jul 7) Amid allegations of 
theft of off erings at the Ram 
temple in Ayodhya, the ad-
ministration of Agar Malwa 
district on Tuesday ordered 
a probe into complaints of 
a non-government agency 
collecting money and jew-
ellery from devotees at the 
famous Maa Baglamukhi 
Mandir at Nalkheda. The 
ancient temple is a famous 
'Siddhapeeth' where poli-
ticians frequently perform 
rituals and 'havans', espei-
cially during the election 
season.



​Hyderabad has emerged as 
a formidable economic 
powerhouse on the global 
map. With glittering glass 

facades, world-class IT corridors, and 
expansive roads bustling with constant 
traffic, the city stands as a symbol of rap-
id progress. However, a city cannot be 
classified as “world-class” solely based 
on infrastructural expansion. In reali-
ty, the true beauty and sustainability of 
a city depend on how it manages its en-
vironment, public health, and resourc-
es. To transform Hyderabad into a truly 
‘Global City’—a smart and sustainable 
metropolis—environmental conscious-
ness must take precedence over concrete 
jungles.

​Waste Management: 
From Crisis to Opportunity
​In a rapidly growing city like Hy-

derabad, waste management is one of 
the most critical challenges. The sheer 
volume of waste generated daily by a 
burgeoning population and changing 
consumption patterns cannot be solved 
merely by shifting garbage to dumping 
yards. The core of sustainable develop-
ment lies in transforming today’s waste 
into tomorrow’s resources—a principle 
known as the ‘Circular Economy.’

​The first step in this transformation is 
the strict, grassroots-level implementa-
tion of waste segregation at the source. 
Once waste is categorized into wet and 
dry streams, the burden on dumping 
yards can be significantly reduced by 
processing organic waste into high-qual-
ity compost and recycling dry waste 
like plastics. Furthermore, by mod-
ernizing and transparently managing 
‘Waste-to-Energy’ plants, the city can 
achieve a degree of self-sufficiency in its 
energy requirements.

​Public Health and 
Environmental Stewardship
​Public health is an inseparable com-

ponent of urban development. A city, 
no matter how economically advanced, 
cannot be truly livable without clean 
air, potable water, and litter-free streets. 
Scientific waste management is directly 
linked to public health. Improper dis-
posal leads to the spread of diseases and 
the contamination of groundwater, both 
of which erode the city’s quality of life.

​Beyond waste management, trans-
forming Hyderabad into a ‘Green City’ 
is essential. This requires the rigorous 
protection of the city’s lakes, stringent 

pollution control regulations, and the 
creation of small urban forests in every 
ward. To improve air quality, the city 
must aggressively promote public trans-
port, incentivize the adoption of electric 
vehicles, and develop dedicated walk-
ing and cycling tracks to reduce carbon 
emissions.

​The Future Path: 
Redefining ‘Smart City’
​Being a ‘Smart City’ is not just about 

adopting technology; it is about how 
effectively technology is leveraged for 
social benefit. Digital monitoring sys-
tems should be integrated into every 
stage of the process, from waste col-
lection to final processing. Simulta-
neously, fostering environmental re-
sponsibility among citizens through 
continuous awareness campaigns re-
garding waste management is vital.

​In conclusion, for Hyderabad to rise 
as a world-class city, it must achieve 
not only physical heights but also eth-
ical and environmental standards. If 
the city’s journey progresses on the 
twin wheels of development and envi-
ronmental protection, Hyderabad will 
undoubtedly become a safe, healthy, 
and livable sanctuary for future gen-
erations. Only then will the dream of 
a truly ‘Global Hyderabad’ become a 
reality.

To effectively strengthen the role of 
citizens in Hyderabad’s waste man-
agement and transform the city into 
a sustainable model, a combination of 
behavioral, economic, and technologi-
cal policies is essential. Based on suc-
cessful models implemented in various 
Indian cities and the framework of the 
Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), here 
are the key policy recommendations:

Fiscal Incentives and 
“Nudge” Policies
​Rather than relying solely on enforce-

ment, local bodies should introduce sys-
tems that reward responsible behavior:

​Waste-to-Value Purchase Models: 
Similar to the Dry Waste Collection 
Center models, residents should be in-
centivized to sell segregated dry waste 
(plastic, metal, paper) to municipal 
centers. Providing direct financial ben-
efits or utility bill rebates for consistent 
source segregation creates a tangible 
“value” for waste.

​Polluter Pays Principle: Implement 
a graduated service fee system where 
households that fail to segregate their 

waste pay higher collection charges, 
while those who effectively compost and 
segregate pay lower, subsidized rates.

​Rewards for “Zero-Waste” Commu-
nities: Housing societies that achieve 
100% on-site processing of wet waste 
(via community composting) could be 
awarded property tax rebates or special 
certification as “Green Societies,” which 
enhances their property value.

​Decentralized Community
 Empowerment
​Moving away from a purely top-

down approach, the Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation (GHMC) can 
empower local institutions:

​Resident Welfare Association (RWA) 
Accountability: Formalize the respon-
sibility of RWAs for managing waste 
within their boundaries. Giving them 
the authority to oversee waste collec-
tion contractors ensures a higher level 
of service quality and local accounta-
bility.

​Community Resource Persons 
(CRPs): Deploy local volunteers or 
“swachh ambassadors” within each 
ward to conduct door-to-door educa-
tion. Personal interaction is far more 
effective in changing entrenched hab-
its than generic posters or mass media 
advertisements.

​Micro-level Infrastructure: Estab-
lishing neighborhood-level “Dry Re-
source Centers” makes the act of re-
cycling accessible. When a citizen sees 
a clean, organized collection center 
nearby, the motivation to keep waste 
segregated increases.

Digitization and Transparency
​Technology should be used to build 

trust and simplify participation:
​Gamified Apps: Enhance apps like 

MyGHMC or Swachh Dhooth to include 
leaderboards, digital badges, or “citizen 
points” for users who verify their segre-
gation habits through photos or consist-
ent collection logs.

​Real-Time Feedback Loops: Imple-
ment a transparent ticketing system 
where a citizen can track whether their 
segregated waste was actually processed 
correctly. If a citizen knows their effort 
is not going into a common, mixed-waste 
landfill, their participation becomes sus-
tained.

​Geo-Tagging Garbage Vulnerable 
Points (GVPs): Enable citizens to geotag 
illegal dumping sites via mobile apps, 
with automated alerts sent to local san-

itary inspectors for immediate cleanup.

​Educational and Social 
Re-Engineering ​Curriculum 
Integration:
 Introduce “waste literacy” in school 

curriculums within the city. Children 
often act as the best agents of change, 
influencing their parents to adopt better 
segregation habits at home.

​Mainstreaming the Informal Sector: 
Integrate the existing network of infor-
mal waste pickers into the formal munic-
ipal system. When citizens see that their 
waste supports the livelihoods of local 
workers who are now working in safe, 
dignified conditions, it builds a sense of 
social responsibility.

​Cultural Campaigns: Conduct “Ze-
ro-Waste” festivals and events. By show-
casing that events can be organized 
without creating a massive trail of gar-
bage, the city can normalize low-waste 
lifestyles as a social status symbol.

​Stringent Enforcement with 
Fairness ​Spot Fines for 
Persistent Non-Compliance:
 While incentives are vital, there must 

be a transparent, non-discriminatory 
penalty system for commercial estab-
lishments (hotels, supermarkets) that 
produce large volumes of waste and fail 
to process it at the source.

​Tailored Strategies for Vulnerable 
Areas: A “one-size-fits-all” policy often 
fails in a diverse city like Hyderabad. 
Policies must be adapted for high-densi-
ty areas, commercial clusters, and urban 
slums, ensuring that the necessary bins 
and collection frequency are provided 
specifically for those contexts. 

The goal is to move from “managing 
trash” to “managing resources.” When 
citizens stop viewing waste as “dispos-
able” and start viewing it as a “communi-
ty asset,” the efficiency of the entire mu-
nicipal system will naturally increase.

opinionWEDNESDAY
JULY | 8 | 2026
HYDERABAD | HYDERABAD HEADLINES 06

DHURJATI  
MUKHERJEE

Every monsoon season, India’s mountain ecosys-
tems issue a violent, muddy wake-up call. The 
recent, terrifying mudslides in Wayanad, Ker-
ala—striking directly at the site of an under-con-

struction tunnel road—along with major debris flows near 
hydropower projects in Jammu & Kashmir and Arunachal 
Pradesh, underscore a grim reality. Our hills are quite lit-
erally losing their footing. Once dismissed as random, iso-
lated natural disasters, landslides in India have evolved 
into a predictable, annual national crisis.  While the climate 
crisis provides the ammunition via intense, localized cloud-
bursts, human short-sightedness is pulling the trigger. The 
catastrophic 2025 flash floods and landslides in Uttarkashi’s 
Dharali region, which claimed dozens of lives, proved that 
the fragile Himalayan terrain can no longer withstand the 
compounding pressures we place upon it. Yet, from the West-
ern Ghats to the Hindu Kush-Himalayas, the blueprint re-
mains stubbornly unchanged: fragile slopes are aggressively 
blasted for multi-lane highways, river valleys are choked by 
massive hydroelectric infrastructure, and unmanaged tour-
ist infrastructure overburdens pristine valleys.  By cutting 
into the “toe” of steep slopes for roads and destabilizing the 
soil through heavy quarrying, we trigger what experts in-
creasingly classify as “man-made disasters.”  To break this 
cycle, India must urgently shift from a mindset of post-disas-
ter rescue to one of proactive, climate-resilient engineering.
First, we must respect ecological boundaries through man-
datory, independent carrying-capacity assessments before 
any major infrastructure is cleared in eco-sensitive zones. 
Turning a blind eye to geology in the name of fast-tracked 
connectivity is a losing gamble. Second, our engineering 
standards must adapt; traditional concrete retaining walls 
must give way to bio-engineering solutions, slope-reinforce-
ment techniques, and advanced drainage management that 
allows water to flow without taking the mountain with it. 
Finally, investing in hyper-local, satellite-linked early warn-
ing systems can give vulnerable slope-side communities the 
few critical hours they need to evacuate safely.  Development 
cannot come at the cost of the very earth beneath our feet. If 
we do not fundamentally alter how we build, live, and travel 
across our highlands, we will continue to watch our commu-
nities wash away in rivers of mud. The mountains are speak-
ing; it is time we finally listen.

EDITORIAL
The Crumbling Hills:  
Confronting India’s  

Landslide Crisis

​DR. CHITYALA RAVINDER
7798891795

THE ROOTED FLAME

Mistake not embers’ sudden glare
For hearth-fire built of patient 
care.
A spark may dazzle passing sight
But stars are schooled in ancient 
night.
The mountain does not chase the 
cloud,
Nor kneel because the wind is 
loud.
It stands—serene through storm 
and praise,
Its silence older than our days.
O youth, your pulse is quick and 
bright,
Your dreams take wing at fragile 
light;
Yet wings that lack truth’s bound-
less sky
Will only circle never fly.
Love is not nearness clothed as 
flame,
Nor hunger wearing mercy’s name.
It is the courage, calm and far,
To be a home not seize a star.
Before you reach for someone’s 
hand,
Ask first can you alone still stand?
A river faithful to its source
Needs neither borrowed might nor 
force.
Grow roots so deep that loss won’t 
tear;
Shine clear as dawn in doubt’s 
dim air.
Let character be what you wear,
And conscience be your inner 
prayer.
Beauty bends to time’s command,
Charm dissolves like sea-foam 

sand;
But virtue, carved by daily choice,
Becomes the soul’s unaging voice.
Do not love to fill a seam,
Nor turn a sacred bond to dream.
Two halves that wander incom-
plete
Will stumble where their shadows 
meet.
Be whole—then love.
Be still—then rise.
Be true—then trust another’s eyes.
A tree that knows both root and 
height
Clings not in fear, nor grips in 
fright.
It offers fruit without demand,
And shade without a binding hand.
Let not this day in crimson loud
Measure worth by fleeting crowd.
Let it be a vow within
To conquer self before you win.
For love that ripens, slow and 
deep,
Is not a prize the world can keep.
It grows unseen, yet firm and 
bright
A rooted star in inward night.
When silver threads adorn the 
brow,
And passion bows to gentler vow,
The love that chose to walk not 
race
Will still be warm in time’s em-
brace.
Then youth, when age unveils its 
art,
Will learn
Steady hearts outshine 
the start.

..: Dr. Peruka Raju :..
National Poet
7810032847

Water availability con-
tinues to be critical in 
India, not just this year 
but for the future. The 

IMD has predicted about a 30% deficit 
in rainfall till June-end, or even less. 
Worse, the recent World Environment 
Performance Index has ranked India 
176th among 180 nations. The UN Sus-
tainable Development Goal 6 (SDG 6), 
committed to ensuring the availability 
and sustainable management of water 
and sanitation for all, appears not to be 
a priority. Nearly 2.2 billion people still 
lack safely managed drinking water, 3.5 
billion lack safely managed sanitation, 
and about 4 billion people experience se-
vere water scarcity for at least one month 
per year.

Nearly 75% of the world’s population 
lives in countries classified as water-in-
secure or critically water-insecure. The 
prediction of below-normal rainfall 
this year in India due to the El Niño ef-
fect may further aggravate the crisis. 
The world is already in a state of “water 
bankruptcy.” In many basins and aqui-
fers, long-term overuse and degradation 
mean that past hydrological and eco-
logical baselines cannot realistically be 
restored. While not every basin or coun-
try is water-bankrupt, enough critical 
systems around the world have crossed 
these thresholds and are interconnected 
through trade, migration, climate feed-
backs and geopolitical dependencies that 
the global risk landscape is now funda-
mentally altered.

These developments are reflected 
in the recently released Global Water 
Bankruptcy report of the UN University, 
which reveals that many human-water 
systems are now in a post-crisis failure 
state where past baselines can no longer 
be restored. Water bankruptcy is defined 
as a persistent post-crisis state of failure 
in which long-term water use and pol-
lution have exceeded renewable inflows 
and safe depletion limits, and key parts 
of the water system can no longer real-
istically be restored to previous levels of 
supply and ecosystem function. “Water 
stress” and “water crisis” are no longer 
sufficient descriptions of the world’s new 

water realities. Many rivers, lakes, aq-
uifers, wetlands and glaciers have been 
pushed beyond tipping points and can-
not bounce back to past baselines, mak-
ing the language of temporary crisis in-
accurate in many regions.

The timing of this report is crucial. 
The period leading to the 2026 and 
2028 UN Water Conferences, together 
with the conclusion of the International 
Decade for Action, “Water for Sustaina-
ble Development,” in 2028, represents 
a pivotal opportunity to accelerate im-
plementation, strengthen accountability 
and elevate water as a global priority. 
These milestones provide a platform to 
align commitments, partnerships and 
investments with hydrological realities 
and long-term resilience, while planning 
and implementing policies that reflect 
water resources available under current 
and future conditions.

The picture in most countries, in-
cluding India, is distressing, with sur-
face waters and wetlands shrinking on 
a massive scale. Over half of the world’s 
large lakes have lost water since the early 
1990s, affecting about one-quarter of the 
global population that relies on them di-
rectly. Over the last five decades, human-
ity has lost roughly 410 million hectares 
of natural wetlands—almost the land 
area of the European Union—includ-
ing about 177 million hectares of inland 
marshes and swamps, roughly the size 
of Libya or seven times the area of the 
UK. The loss of ecosystem services from 
these wetlands is valued at over US$5.1 
trillion, equivalent to the combined GDP 
of around 135 of the world’s poorest 
countries.

Meanwhile, groundwater depletion 
and land subsidence show that hidden 
reserves are being exhausted. Around 
70% of the world’s major aquifers show 
long-term declines, while land subsid-
ence linked to groundwater over-pump-
ing now affects over 6 million square 
kilometres—almost 5% of the global land 
area—and nearly 2 billion people, per-
manently reducing storage and increas-
ing flood risk in many cities, deltas and 
coastal zones.

The explosive growth of cities world-

wide has created enormous demand for 
safe groundwater supplies, raising con-
cerns about their long-term sustainabili-
ty at a time when aquifers are increasing-
ly degraded by human activity. Cities less 
reliant on aquifers are equally obliged to 
monitor and manage underground water 
because leakage from pressurised water 
pipes and sewers can cause groundwater 
levels to rise, resulting in land instabili-
ty, flooded basements, tunnels and elec-
trical utilities. Such conditions can also 
trigger the release of polluted water into 
urban wetlands, springs and streams.

In India, more groundwater is used 
than in any other country, including the 
United States and China combined. It 
provides drinking water for about 85% 
of the rural population and irrigation for 
more than 60% of agricultural land. This 
dependence was once seen as a success 
story, freeing farmers from the uncer-
tainty of monsoon rains. But questions 
remain about its long-term sustainabil-
ity.

India is on the brink of a water crisis. 
By 2025, per capita freshwater availa-
bility fell below 1,000 cubic metres, the 
threshold signalling severe water stress, 
according to the recently released State 
of Environment Report 2026. Several 
river basins, including the Kaveri, Penna 
and Sabarmati, are already categorised 
as water-scarce, while others such as the 
Krishna are approaching similar status. 
The Himalayan glaciers, crucial for re-
plenishing India’s rivers, have retreated 
by 67% over the last decade. This threat-
ens not only water availability but also 
the ecosystems and agriculture depend-
ent on these rivers.

People in rural India depend on 
groundwater for survival, while urban 
residents often extract it for convenience 
and frequently beyond basic require-
ments. Groundwater plays a crucial role 
in supplying cities such as Delhi, Ben-
galuru and Chennai. Even where munic-
ipal water is available, private borewells 
and tanker services flourish, creating 
an unregulated parallel water economy. 
Groundwater levels in Bengaluru, once 
known as the city of lakes, have fallen 
drastically. Chennai’s “Day Zero” crisis 

in 2019 exposed the city’s vulnerability, 
but public concern faded once the rains 
returned.

Importantly, India’s groundwater cri-
sis is not caused solely by climate change, 
though climate impacts such as erratic 
rainfall, delayed monsoons and extreme 
weather have made surface water less re-
liable. In response, both farmers and ur-
ban centres are extracting groundwater 
more aggressively, accelerating the cycle 
of depletion.

Recognising this situation, pro-
grammes such as Jal Shakti Abhiyan: 
Catch the Rain (2021) and the Atal Bhu-
jal Yojana sought to scale up commu-
nity-based water governance, but with 
limited success. Long-term progress will 
depend on expanding groundwater con-
servation efforts, improving water-use 
efficiency, strengthening community 
institutions and driving behavioural 
change in how water is valued. The path 
to a water-secure rural India is chal-
lenging but achievable. If India changes 
course, rural regions can become more 
productive, resilient and better prepared 
for the uncertainties of climate change. 
Water, when managed well, is not merely 
a resource; it is a catalyst for hope and 
a cornerstone of sustainable rural devel-
opment.

The problem demands the highest 
level of seriousness. Although policy re-
sponses have focused on technological 
measures such as mandatory rainwa-
ter harvesting, watershed development 
programmes and micro-irrigation sys-
tems, these important initiatives alone 
no longer appear sufficient to tackle the 
impending water crisis.

‘WATER BANKRUPTCY’  
CAN CRISIS BE SALVAGED?

Sustainable Hyderabad: Redefining 
Development – From Waste to wealth 
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Red alert in Delhi as rain batters 
capital, tree crushes vehicles

In Delhi's East of Kailash, 
a large tree crashed onto 
parked vehicles as the na-
tional capital was lashed 
by rain and gusty winds 

on Tuesday. The IMD 
also issued a red alert for 

heavy rainfall in Delhi.

Rain lashed several parts 
of Delhi and the Nation-

al Capital Region (NCR) on 
Tuesday, bringing much-need-
ed relief from hot and humid 
conditions that had gripped 
the region over the past few 
days. Showers accompanied 
by cloudy skies and gusty 
winds were reported from 
several areas of the capital as 
well as Noida, Ghaziabad, Gu-
rugram and Faridabad.

There were also reports of 
trees being uprooted in some 
areas in the capital. In East of 
Kailash, a large tree crashed 
onto parked vehicles. Fire and 
police teams were rushed to 
the spot, although no injuries 
were reported.

The India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) had earli-
er forecast light to moderate 
rainfall with thunderstorms 
and lightning over the com-
ing hours. It later upgraded 
its warning, issuing a red alert 
for Delhi.

Parts of Haryana such as 
Kaithal, Rohtak, and Sonipat, 
along with several districts 
in western Uttar Pradesh like 
Saharanpur, Muzaff arnagar, 
Meerut, and Bulandshahr, are 
also expected to receive rain 
over the next few hours.

WHAT TO EXPECT?
The showers in Delhi-NCR 

resembled the typical mon-
soon weather that had been 
missing, with gentle to medi-
um rain with occasional thun-
der and lightning fl ashes.

A heavy downpour is not 
predicted this time, but light 
winds and sudden showers 
can still bring relief from the 
ongoing humid conditions in 
the region. This comes just a 
day after Delhi saw extremely 
humid conditions, with tem-

peratures hovering around 
38°C.
MONSOON BRINGS RELIEF

This fresh spell comes 
shortly after the southwest 
monsoon fi nally reached Del-
hi on July 2, fi ve days later 
than its usual date of June 27.

The late arrival ended 
weeks of intense heat and hu-
midity, with rains bringing 
down temperatures and giv-
ing residents much-needed 
comfort.

Earlier this week, heavy 
showers and thunderstorms 
lashed several NCR areas, 
dropping temperatures to 
around 30°C in some spots 
and bringing 10-30 mm of 
rain in places.

The overall July 2026 out-
look from IMD suggests be-
low-normal rainfall for the 
country, which follows one of 
the driest June months the 
country has seen, with a ma-
jor rainfall defi cit recorded.

The weather has now said 
that conditions are favourable 
for the further advance of the 

monsoon into the remaining 
parts of the Arabian Sea, Ra-
jasthan, Haryana and Punjab, 
eventually covering the entire 
country in the next 2-3 days.

The southwest monsoon’s 
progress this year has been 
slower than normal in north-
west India.

Delhi has seen intermittent 
rain since the onset, helping 
improve air quality and ease 
the summer heat that had 
pushed temperatures above 
40°C in late June.

IMD reports indicate fairly 
widespread rainfall is likely 
over Haryana, Chandigarh, 
and Delhi during July 7-9.

This pattern aligns with 
broader monsoon behaviour 
where wind patterns, called 
convergence zones, pull moist 
air from the Arabian Sea and 
Bay of Bengal, leading to 
cloud formation and rain over 
northern plains.

Such systems often bring 
short, intense bursts followed 
by breaks, a common feature 
of Indian monsoons.

Enjoy the World of 
Video Games Platforms
National Video Game Day 

is celebrated annually on 
08 July to enjoy and appreci-
ate this wonderful digital plat-
form in all their forms, called 
Video Game. From the arcade 
classics of the 1980s to today’s 
sprawling open worlds, and 
to recognise the artistry, skill 
and community that surround 
the medium. This is a day built 
for playing, so the best way to 
mark it is to pick up a control-
ler. 

National Video Game 
Day-2026:

The National Video Game 
Day can be celebrated in many 
ways like replay a childhood 
favourite video, host a game 
night, try a brand new title, 
visit a retro arcade, explore 
indie games, watch a stream, 
beat a game you never fi n-
ished, and introduce someone 
new to gaming. Video games 
play a vital role in. entertain-
ment, culture and even sport. 
It honours the developers, 
artists who craft them, and 
players whose skill turns into 
a serious pursuit. It is enjoyed 
by casual mobile players and 
dedicated enthusiasts alike, 
and it is not tied to any single 
platform or genre. 

History of Video 
Games:

Video game history traced 
back to 1940 when Dr Edward 
Uhler unveiled the fi rst video 
gaming machine. Later Frank 
Cifaldi, who found that it is 
fi rst appeared on 08 July 1991 
in Chase’s Calendar of Events. 
By 1997 they renamed to ob-
serve National Video Games 
Day on 13 September and 
also diff erently on 08 July as 
National Video Game Day. 
Beyond the fun, the day high-
lights how games have become 
a genuine culture force, shap-
ing storytelling, music, art 
and competitive sport. On this 
day video games across globe 
celebrated by hosting gaming 
marathons, revisiting child-
hood classics, special promo-
tions on gaming platforms. 
Because gaming has evolved 
into a massive digital com-
munity, fans can also discover 
and observe new titles togeth-
er as they release throughout 
the year. 

Whether this be spending 
time on your own explor-
ing the rich world of a single 
player game or chatting with 
friends while you have fun to-
gether, there is no wrong way 
to go about celebrating the 
day. Just make sure that you 
remember to take breaks for 
the sake of your eyes and back.

(On the occasion of “World Video 
Game Day” on 08 July)

Darjeeling Himalayan Railway Marks Toy Train Day
MALIGAON, 7  JULY, 2026

The Darjeeling Himalayan 
Railway (DHR), a UN-

ESCO World Heritage Site, 
celebrated &quot;Toy Train 
Day&quot; with a vibrant com-
munity outreach programme 
at the historic Sukna Railway 
Station, reaffi  rming its com-
mitment to heritage conser-
vation, cultural engagement 
and community participation. 
Organised in collaboration 
with the North Bengal Painters 
Association, the celebration 
featured a heritage-themed 
painting competition and an 
interactive art workshop for 
local children and young art-
ists. The initiative aimed to 
inspire the younger generation 

to appreciate and preserve the 
rich legacy of the iconic moun-
tain railway through creative 
expression. The programme 
transformed the picturesque 
Sukna Railway Station into 
an open-air art studio, where 
experienced artists from the 
North Bengal Painters Asso-

ciation guided participants 
through hands-on painting 
sessions. Drawing inspiration 
from the Darjeeling Himala-
yan Railway, the surrounding 
natural landscape and the re-
gion&#39;s rich cultural her-
itage, the young participants 
created artworks refl ecting 

their unique perspectives on 
the historic narrow-gauge rail-
way. A major attraction of the 
event was the exhibition of a 
meticulously crafted miniature 
replica of the iconic DHR Herit-
age Steam Engine by renowned 
local artist Suman Roy. The 
detailed model served as an 

educational exhibit as well as 
a source of artistic inspiration, 
showcasing the engineering 
excellence and timeless charm 
of the historic steam locomo-
tive. The event concluded with 
the display and appreciation 
of the artworks created by the 
participants. Through such 
initiatives, Darjeeling Him-
alayan Railway continues to 
strengthen its bond with local 
communities while promoting 
awareness of the importance of 
preserving its unique heritage 
for future generations. In an-
other signifi cant achievement, 
the Darjeeling Himalayan 
Railway registered its high-
est-ever revenue for the month 
of June, earning Rs 3.98 crore 
during June 2026, compared 

to Rs 3.25 crore during the 
corresponding period last year. 
This exceptional growth marks 
the highest consecutive June 
revenue in the history of the 
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway 
since its inception and refl ects 
the increasing popularity of 
the UNESCO World Heritage 
railway among tourists, along 
with the sustained eff orts of 
the Northeast Frontier Railway 
in enhancing heritage tourism 
and passenger experience. The 
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway 
remains committed to preserv-
ing its rich legacy while em-
bracing innovative initiatives 
that promote cultural engage-
ment, community participa-
tion and sustainable heritage 
tourism.

with Youth Engagement Programme

CM Yadav to Open 
LiuGong Unit in Pithampur
DR.BHUPENDRA VIKAL

Bhopal , July 7: Chief Min-
ister Dr. Mohan Yadav will 
perform the bhoomi pujan 
of the new manufacturing 
plant of Liugong India Private 
Limited in Pithampur Indus-
trial Area of Dhar district 
on Wednesday, July 8. This 
expansion being done by the 
Indian unit of China's leading 
multinational construction 
equipment manufacturing 
company Guangxi Liugong 
Machinery Co., Ltd. will be an 
important step towards estab-
lishing Madhya Pradesh as a 
major center of construction 
equipment manufacturing.

The new plant to be set up at 
Pithampur will be developed 
in an area of   about 20 acres. 
About US$2.8 million is being 
invested in this project. The 
plant will have the capacity to 
produce 6,500 pieces of con-

struction equipment per year 
in the initial phase, mainly 
excavators. This will promote 
domestic manufacturing 
and reduce dependence on 
imports and will also create 
new employment opportuni-
ties in the region. LiuGong 
is one of the world's leading 
construction equipment man-
ufacturers and has a global 
reputation as a wheel loader 
manufacturer. The company 
manufactures wheel loaders, 
excavators, motor graders, 

mining dump trucks, bulldoz-
ers, skid-steer loaders, fork-
lifts, cold planers and other 
modern construction and 
mining equipment.

The company has been op-
erating its manufacturing unit 
at Pithampur since 2008. Es-
tablished in an area of   more 
than 44 acres, this plant has 
the capacity to manufacture 
3 thousand wheel loaders and 
motor graders every year. In 
the year 2009, the fi rst Made 
in India wheel loader was 
produced from this unit. The 
Pithampur facility also hous-
es a Research and Develop-
ment Center and a Training 
Centre, where more than 500 
Indian young professionals 
are employed. This unit is also 
making an important contri-
bution in strengthening the 
objectives of Make in India 
and Self-reliant India cam-
paign. More than 4 thousand 

construction equipment of the 
company are being used in 
various infrastructure works 
including road construction, 
mining, hydropower and 
pipeline projects across the 
country. The proposed new 
plant at Pithampur will meet 
this increasing demand and 
provide new impetus to the 
industrial development of 
Madhya Pradesh. Under the 
leadership of Chief Minister 
Dr. Yadav, the state govern-
ment is continuously working 
to make Madhya Pradesh the 
leading industrial investment 
center of the country through 
favorable environment for in-
dustries, excellent industrial 
infrastructure, simple pro-
cesses and investor-friendly 
policies. This expansion of 
LiuGong India will be another 
great example of the growing 
global investor confi dence in 
the state.

Uddhav Sena Rallies Against Fadnavis
The announcement was 
made during a crucial 
meeting of Shiv Sena 
(UBT) MLAs at Ma-

toshree, where Thacker-
ay outlined the party's 
political strategy and 

organisational roadmap 
ahead of key electoral 

battles.

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Ud-
dhav Thackeray on Tues-

day announced a major ‘Ram 
Raksha’ protest in Nagpur next 
week over the alleged Ram 
Temple donation scam, sharp-
ening his attack on the BJP-led 
Maharashtra government and 
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-

navis. The protest will be held 
in Nagpur, home to the Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
headquarters, in what Thacker-
ay described as a symbolic chal-
lenge on the BJP's ideological 
turf. The announcement was 
made during a crucial meeting 
of Shiv Sena (UBT) MLAs at Ma-
toshree, where Thackeray out-
lined the party's political strate-
gy and organisational roadmap 
ahead of key electoral battles.\ 
Addressing party legislators, 
Thackeray said the agitation 
against the alleged irregulari-
ties in Ram Mandir donations 
would begin with full force from 
Nagpur. Drawing a parallel with 
the Ram Mandir movement, he 

said just as the movement had 
its spark from Matoshree, the 
public campaign against the al-
leged "theft" of devotees' mon-
ey would also originate from 
there. Thackeray directed all 
MLAs to actively lead protests 
across Maharashtra and ensure 
that the issue reaches people at 

the grassroots. He noted that 
several opposition parties, in-
cluding the Congress, the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) and the 
Samajwadi Party (SP), have 
already been raising their voic-
es over the alleged scam, and 
urged his legislators to inten-
sify the campaign. Apart from 

the protest programme, Thac-
keray also reviewed the party's 
preparedness for the upcoming 
electoral cycle. He instructed 
MLAs to closely monitor the 
ongoing Special Investment Re-
gion (SIR) process and remain 
prepared for elections despite 
the uncertainty surrounding 
the delimitation exercise. Em-
phasising the need to strength-
en the organisation, the Shiv 
Sena (UBT) chief announced 
a restructuring of the party at 
the district level. He said new 
responsibilities would be as-
signed to local leaders to rein-
vigorate the organisation and 
improve coordination ahead of 
future political contests.

Thackeray also asked MLAs 
to immediately fi ll organisa-
tional vacancies created after 
several leaders and offi  ce-bear-
ers defected from the party. 
He stressed that the vacant 
posts left behind by rebels and 
their associates should be fi lled 
without delay to ensure that the 
party machinery remains fully 
functional at every level.

The meeting comes as Shiv 
Sena (UBT) steps up its political 
off ensive against the Mahayuti 
government, with Thackeray 
seeking to rally party workers 
around issues that he believes 
could resonate with voters 
ahead of the next round of elec-
tions.

Maharashtra Legislative 
Council passes bill to 

empower women farmers
MUMBAI, JULY 7 

The Maharashtra Legisla-
tive Council on Tuesday 

unanimously passed the 'Ma-
harashtra Women Farmers 
Empowerment Bill, 2026'. The 
path-breaking legislation aims 
to grant women farmers in-
dependent legal recognition, 
equal rights, and direct access 
to all government agricultur-
al schemes. With the passage 
of this bill, Maharashtra is set 
to become the fi rst state in the 
country to accord offi  cial legal 
recognition and status to wom-
en farmers.

The bill was passed following 
an extensive and detailed de-
bate in the Legislative Council 
spanning 3 hours and 33 min-
utes, during which members 
across party lines shared their 
insights and recommenda-
tions. Speaking on the passage 
of the bill, Agriculture Minister 
Dattatray Bharane stated that 
the decision to grant an inde-
pendent legal status to women 
farmers was initially envi-
sioned during a joint meeting 
organised to mark the Interna-
tional Year of Women Farmers. 
He said a woman farmer is not 
just an assistant to the family 
but an equal partner in agricul-
tural development. Therefore, 
getting an independent legal 
identity, rights, and the bene-
fi ts of all government schemes 

is her rightful due, and this is a 
moment of immense pride for 
every citizen of Maharashtra. 
The legislation was drafted by 
the Department of Agriculture 
under the guidance of Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
and the leadership of Deputy 
Chief Ministers Eknath Shin-
de and Sunetra Ajit Pawar. 
Highlighting the bill's core 
objective, Bharane noted that, 
despite millions of rural wom-
en working tirelessly shoul-
der-to-shoulder with men in 
farming and allied activities 
for generations, they lacked 
an independent legal identity. 
Because many government 
schemes mandated land own-
ership as a prerequisite, wom-
en who actually performed 
the gruelling farm work were 
consistently deprived of these 
benefi ts. He explained that this 
comprehensive bill has been 
designed to bridge this gap, 
off ering them dignity, rights, 
and equal opportunities. Ac-
cording to the bill, eligible 
women will be issued a formal 
'Women Farmer Certifi cate'. 
This certifi cate will serve as a 
single-window enabler to ac-
cess government agricultural 
schemes, subsidies, hassle-free 
bank loans, crop insurance, 
agricultural extension servic-
es, market access, government 
procurement, and warehous-
ing facilities.

LEEL Fraud: ED Attaches 
₹112.9-Crore Assets

JAIPUR, JULY 7 

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has provi-

sionally attached movable 
and immovable assets worth 
around Rs 112.90 crore under 
the provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), 2002, in connec-
tion with an alleged Rs 376 
crore bank fraud involving 
M/s LEEL Electricals Lim-
ited (formerly Lloyd Electric 
and Engineering Limited), 
its main promoter Bharat Raj 
Punj, and others. According 
to the ED's Jaipur Zonal Of-
fi ce, the attached properties 
include land, industrial plots, 
residential properties, bank 
balances, fi xed deposits, and 
mutual fund investments 
spread across Delhi, Uttara-
khand, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, Telangana, Goa, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, 
and a residential property 
in Texas's Houston in the 
US. Investigators said that 
these assets were benefi cial-
ly owned and controlled by 

the promoter's family and 
were allegedly held through 
related and shell entities 
to conceal the proceeds of 
crime. The money laundering 
investigation stems from an 
FIR registered by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
in New Delhi under various 
provisions of the Indian Pe-
nal Code and the Prevention 
of Corruption Act. The CBI's 
FIR and subsequent charge 
sheet alleged that the com-
pany's promoters and senior 
offi  cials conspired to cheat a 
consortium of banks led by 
the State Bank of India (SBI) 
by submitting manipulated 
fi nancial statements, causing 
a wrongful loss of around Rs 
376 crore to the SBI and IDBI 
Bank. 

Assam schools 
nearing full 

infrastructure 
saturation: CM 

Sarma
GUWAHATI, JULY 7 

Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 

on Tuesday asserted that the 
transformation of the state's 
government schools is now 
visible across Assam, high-
lighting major improvements 
in basic infrastructure and 
digital learning facilities. In 
a post on social media plat-
form X, the chief minister 
said the state government 
is now focusing on bridging 
the remaining infrastructure 
gaps to achieve complete sat-
uration across all government 
schools. He wrote that facts 
matter, and the transforma-
tion of Assam's schools is al-
ready visible across the state. 
With almost every school now 
equipped with essential in-
frastructure, they are zeroing 
in on the remaining gaps to 
reach 100 per cent saturation.

Odisha Police reviews 
security arrangements 

for Puri Ratha Yatra
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 7 

Ahead of the world-famous 
Puri Ratha Yatra of Lord 

Jagannath, Balabhadra and 
Subhadra scheduled to be held 
on July 16, Odisha Police on 
Tuesday held a high-level coor-
dination meeting and fi nalised 
a comprehensive multi-layered 
security plan involving Central 
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs), 
the Indian Coast Guard, and 
other security agencies to en-
sure the annual sacred festival 
is held peacefully and without 
any security lapses. The meet-
ing, chaired by Director Gener-
al of Police (DGP) Yogesh Baha-
dur Khurania at the State Police 
Headquarters in Cuttack, was 

attended by senior offi  cers of 
the Odisha Police, Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF), Bor-
der Security Force (BSF), Rail-
way Protection Force (RPF), 
Indian Coast Guard and other 
security agencies. The DGP 
reviewed the deployment strat-
egy for the CAPFs, National Se-
curity Guard (NSG) teams and 
NSG Quick Response Teams 
(QRTs), while directing Odisha 
Police, the RPF and the Coast 
Guard to work in close coordi-
nation throughout the festival. 
According to an offi  cial state-
ment, a security blueprint has 
been prepared that includes 
a three-tier security arrange-
ment with surveillance across 
land, sea, and air.
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EAM Jaishankar 
arrives in Kuwait, looks 
forward to engagements

KUWAIT, JULY 7

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar arrived in Kuwait 
on Tuesday as part of his of-
ficial visit to the Arab nation. 
Jaishankar wrote on X that 
he thanked Deputy Foreign 
Minister Hamad Suleiman 
Mashaan Al-Mashaan for the 
warm reception on his arrival 
in Kuwait and looked forward 
to his engagements.

Earlier in the day, Jais-
hankar met with Bahrain's 
Deputy Prime Minister Kha-
lid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa to 
discuss strengthening bi-
lateral cooperation across 
various sectors. He posted 
on X after the meeting that 
it was a pleasure to meet the 
deputy prime minister, and 
that they discussed taking 
forward bilateral cooperation 
across various sectors and ex-
changed views on the region-
al situation.

On Monday, Jaishankar 
called on Bahrain King Ha-
mad bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
conveyed personal greetings 
of President Droupadi Mur-
mu and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi. He expressed 
gratitude to the King for en-
suring the safety and well-be-
ing of the Indian community 
in Bahrain. Jaishankar post-
ed on X that he was honoured 

to have an audience with the 
King of Bahrain and also 
privileged to meet Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa at the audience. He con-
veyed warm personal greet-
ings of President Murmu and 
PM Modi, and deeply valued 
the King's continued guid-
ance for advancing the In-
dia-Bahrain partnership. He 
thanked him for ensuring the 
safety and well-being of the 
Indian diaspora in Bahrain.

He also interacted with 
members of the Indian com-
munity in Bahrain, hearing 
their experiences and sugges-
tions for deepening bilateral 
ties. He wrote on X that he 
was pleased to interact with 
members of the Indian com-
munity in Bahrain, who have 
made deep contributions to 
Bahraini society and have 
served as a living bridge be-
tween India and Bahrain.

He listened to their expe-
riences and suggestions for 
deepening the India-Bahrain 
partnership. Jaishankar ar-
rived in Kuwait after con-
cluding his engagements in 
Bahrain and Qatar. This is 
the third stop of his six-na-
tion visit. After concluding 
his engagements in Bahrain, 
he is scheduled to travel to 
Oman, the US and Brussels.

NATO Secreatary 
General announces new 
‘major’ defence projects’

ANKARA, JULY 7

North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganisation (NATO) Secre-
tary General Mark Rutte 
has announced "new major 
projects" in defence at the De-
fence Industry Forum in the 
capital city of Turkey. "A year 
ago in The Hague," he said, 
opening the Defence Indus-
try Forum in Ankara, "allies 
committed to investing 5 per 
cent in defence and security 
by 2035. And we agreed to 
increase production and in-
novation. Now, a year later, 
we are announcing results," 
Italian news agency Adnk-
ronos reported. "We have a 
lot," he continued, "to show. 
Today and tomorrow, we will 
sign contracts worth billions 
of dollars, which will boost 
our economies, enhance our 
security, and create hundreds 
of thousands of jobs. These 
are NATO-made capabilities, 
achieved by working together, 
in close cooperation." Among 
the projects announced by the 
Secretary General is an "in-
flight refuelling platform" and 
for moving equipment.

China floods kill at least 20;  
escaped snakes add to disaster chaos

BEIJING, JULY 7

At least 20 people died and 331 
others injured in one of China’s 
worst floods, which also cre-
ated a snake scare as around 
900 slithering reptiles escaped 
from a farm which collapsed 
under the force of surging wa-
ters, authorities said on Tues-
day.

The extreme weather in 
several places in China since 
Monday night caused havoc, 
they said. President Xi Jinping 
on Tuesday called for all-out 
efforts to organise flood emer-
gency rescue, disaster relief 
and treatment of the injured, 
the state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported.

He stressed the need to 
strengthen monitoring, ear-
ly warning, and emergency 
preparedness and response. 
He also urged solid efforts in 
disaster prevention and relief 
work to ensure the safety of 
people’s lives and property.

The snakes escaped from 
a farm in Hengzhou, which 
experienced heavy thunder-
storms and floods on Monday 
night. A viral video showed 
people standing in waist-deep 
water with bamboo sticks, try-

ing to capture the snakes, the 
Hong Kong-based South China 
Morning Post reported.

Village official, Wu Zhi, told 
Red Star News portal that most 
of the snakes were not venom-
ous and a team of 10 had been 
organised to capture them with 
fish nets and stun guns.

He warned villagers not to 
try to catch snakes by hand if 
they found any in their homes. 
Heavy rainfall had caused 62 
rivers across the country to 
rise above flood warning levels, 
central authorities said, with 
the Qingshui River in Guangxi 

recording the biggest flood in 
its monitoring history.

Tornadoes, thunderstorms 
and high-velocity gales hit the 
eastern part of Hubei Prov-
ince on Monday night, killing 
11 people, with one reported 
missing, according to provin-
cial emergency management 
authorities.

The severe weather also in-
jured at least 331 people across 
three communities. Over 400 
residents were evacuated to 
safe places. The severe weath-
er destroyed 22 buildings and 
damaged another 4,855, ac-

cording to the report.
Also, four people died and 

eight others were missing in 
record-breaking rainfall and 
the ensuing floods in parts of 
Nanning, capital city of south 
China’s Guangxi Zhuang Au-
tonomous Region.

Over 93,300 people were 
affected by the disaster and 
54,460 evacuated, officials 
said. The regional hydrology 
centre warned that elevated 
water levels would persist in 
several river sections over the 
next 24 hours. The casualties 
and evacuations were caused 

by torrential rains due to Ty-
phoon Maysak, the report said.

Separately, a landslide 
struck a township in Tanchang 
County, Longnan City, in 
northwest China’s Gansu Prov-
ince early on Tuesday, in which 
five people died.

A total of 33 people were 
buried beneath the debris. 
Rescuers said 21 people had 
been pulled out, but five of 
them died despite treatment, 
the Xinhua report said. All-out 
search and rescue operations 
are underway for the other 12 
missing people.

​56 protestors killed or missing in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir since June 9 as tensions escalate

ISLAMABAD, JULY 7

Amid escalating unrest in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK), the number of protest-
ers killed or reported missing 
following unprovoked firing 
by Pakistani security forces on 
peaceful demonstrators since 
June 9 has risen to 56, sources 
have revealed.

The protesters, meanwhile, 
continue to cite shortages of 
food and medicines apart from 
arbitrary detentions, police ex-
cesses, and repeated raids on 
private homes. The Pakistani 
authorities have adopted a 
"hard-line approach", impos-
ing food and medicine block-
ades apart from completely 
shutting down media and in-
ternet services in the occupied 
territory. Nearly one month 
after the proscription of the 
Joint Awami Action Commit-
tee (JAAC), the crisis in PoK 
has worsened, with protestors 
continuing to press resolution 
of all outstanding demands, 
including the contentious issue 
of abolition of 12 refugee seats.

The protestors have now 
gathered around six perma-
nent sit-in sites in the Rawal-
akot district, including Darek 

Eidgah, Singola, Motialmara, 
Paniola, Mujahidabad, and 
Rawalakot Bus Terminal, 
marked by increased participa-
tion by women, elderly citizens, 
and children, underscoring 
the movement’s r​esilience de-
spite sustained pressure from 
the authorities, details have 
emerged.

The JAAC has also called 
for a boycott of Legislative As-
sembly elections in PoK. JAAC 
core committee member Umar 
Nazir Kashmiri announced on 
June 29 that activists and peo-
ple associated with the Public 
Rights movement would boy-
cott the upcoming elections 
scheduled for July 27, argu-

ing that meaningful elections 
could not take place under the 
prevailing circumstances.

Another JAAC leader, 
Sardar Aman, warned that if 
the government restrictions 
and blockades continued, the 
movement could explore open-
ing alternative supply and com-
munication routes through the 
Indian Union Territory of Jam-
mu and Kashmir to sustain the 
protest camps.

During his recent public ad-
dresses, Aman has alleged that 
the Pakistani military has in-
doctrinated youth in PoK and 
encouraged them to start an 
armed rebellion against India 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The situation in PoK has 
moved beyond a simple law 
and order problem, with JAAC 
successfully uniting the frag-
mented divisions under a sin-
gle banner.

The Pakistani security es-
tablishment, by banning the 
JAAC, has inadvertently closed 
the door​ on negoti​ations, leav-
ing the streets as the only ven-
ue for political discourse.

Experts noted that with Leg-
islative Assembly elections in 
PoK slated to be held on July 
27, the Pakistani authorities’ 
refusal to address the funda-
mental issue of refugee seats is 
likely to make the security sit-
uation volatile in the region in 

the coming days. The killing of 
innocent civilians by Pakistani 
security forces in PoK has also 
evoked a sharp reaction from 
the Kashmiri diaspora living 
in the UK and other countries, 
including Canada, Denmark, 
Australia, Germany, and the 
US.

People have been protesting 
outside the Pakistani missions 
in the cities of the UK, includ-
ing London, Manchester, Brad-
ford, and Birmingham, which 
has attracted significant inter-
national attention.

The British Kashmiris, in-
cluding women, children and 
foreigners, on July 5 participat-
ed in the London Long March, 
which emanated from Parlia-
ment Square and culminated 
at Pakistan’s High Commission 
in London.

Apart from members of the 
Kashmiri diaspora, leaders 
from other dissident groups, 
including Baloch nationalists, 
the Pashtun Tahafuz Move-
ment (PTM) UK chapter, and 
the World Sindhi Congress, 
also joined the solidarity long 
march and raised slogans 
against the Pakistani army. 
More than 10,000 people par-
ticipated in the march.

US President Trump sees Ukraine peace deal nearing
ANKARA, JULY 7

US President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday expressed optimism 
that Russia and Ukraine could 
be moving closer to a peace 
agreement, saying he believes 
both Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin and Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky now 
want to end the war after his 
latest conversations with the 
two leaders.

Speaking alongside Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan before their bilateral 
meeting in Ankara ahead of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
sation (NATO) Summit, Trump 
said he had held lengthy dis-
cussions with both Putin and 
Zelensky and expected prog-
ress in the coming weeks.

"I do. I had a very good talk 
with President Putin, who, by 
the way, has a lot of respect 

for President Erdogan, a lot of 
respect for him," Trump said 
when asked whether a break-
through in the Ukraine peace 
process was possible.

"We had a long talk yester-
day, lasted a long time. And, I 
also spoke with President Zel-
ensky right after that."

"I think they both want to 
make a deal. It's too bad it took 
so long, but I think there's go-
ing to be -- something's going 

to come out." Trump said Er-
dogan was also playing a con-
structive role in efforts to end 
the conflict. "And the presi-
dent's also helping us with that, 
but I think there's something."

"You know, I settled eight 
wars and I think we're going to 
be settling a ninth."

Although he acknowledged 
that a settlement might not 
appear imminent, Trump said 
negotiations often advanced 

when expectations were low-
est. "It doesn't seem likely now, 
but sometimes with war, see, 
when it's least likely, that's 
when it happens." "I had a very 
good talk with President Putin. 
I had a very good talk with -- I 
would say, as a combination."

"They both want to get it 
settled now... that's all I do in 
my life, is deals. I know deals. 
And I think they are going to 
-- I think we're going to get it 
settled, hopefully soon."

Trump again highlighted 
the human cost of the conflict, 
saying casualties continued to 
mount on both sides.

"Last month, 35,000, most-
ly soldiers, died. The month 
before that, it was 24,000. 
The month before that, it was 
27,000. And the month before 
that, it was 29,000."

"But last month, it was 
35,000 young soldiers, mostly 

soldiers, died, and that's crazy."
Later, responding to another 

question, Trump said his ob-
jective was to stop the blood-
shed rather than pursue a mili-
tary solution. "I just don't want 
them killing people." "I'd like to 
save lives."

"You have 25,000, 35,000, 
30,000, one time it hit 41,000 
a month, souls, they're dead. 
They leave their mother in 
Ukraine, they leave their moth-
er and father in Russia... and a 
week later, they're dead." "It's 
crazy." Trump said the United 
States was no longer providing 
military assistance in the same 
manner as under the previous 
administration. "When Biden 
was here, he gave them hun-
dreds of billions of dollars' 
worth of equipment. Now I sell 
the equipment... I sell it not to 
Ukraine; I sell it to the Europe-
an Union. They pay us."

Over 200 terrorists neutralised in northern Mali, says Army
BAMAKO, JULY 7

The Malian army said on Tues-
day that more than 200 terror-
ists were neutralised during 
coordinated air and ground 
operations carried out in Ane-
fis in the country's northern 
Kidal region.

According to a statement is-
sued by the General Staff of the 
Armed Forces, Monday's oper-

ations involved 35 airstrikes. 
The provisional toll also in-
cluded five armoured vehicles, 
around 20 pickup trucks and 
about 100 motorcycles de-
stroyed, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The army said operations by 
the Malian Armed Forces and 
their partners were continuing 
in Anefis, reaffirming its de-
termination to pursue actions 

against armed terrorist groups 
until the set objectives are 
achieved.

The operations came after 
attacks on July 4 targeting 
several localities in Mali, in-
cluding Aguelhok, Anefis, Gao, 
Sevare and Kenioroba. The 
Malian army said at the time 
that it had repelled the attacks.

Mali has faced a volatile se-
curity situation for years, with 

attacks by armed groups oc-
curring frequently, particular-
ly in the northern and central 
parts of the country.

In April, the country's De-
fence Minister Sadio Camara 
was killed in an attack on his 
residence in the town of Kati, 
near Bamako, carried out by 
armed terrorist groups.

The African Union (AU) has 
condemned Saturday's coordi-

nated armed attacks that tar-
geted several localities in Mali.

The AU, in a press statement 
issued Sunday, said that Chair-
person of the AU Commis-
sion Mahmoud Ali Youssouf 
"strongly condemns the coor-
dinated terrorist attacks car-
ried out on Saturday against 
several localities in northern, 
central, and southern Mali."

"These attacks are a stark 

reminder that terrorism and 
violent extremism continue to 
pose a serious threat to Mali, 
the Sahel, and the African con-
tinent as a whole," Youssouf 
said.  He stressed that the coor-
dinated attacks underscore the 
need to strengthen collective 
efforts to advance peace, secu-
rity, and stability while main-
taining constant attention to 
the protection of civilians.

Israeli FM says next round of talks 
with Lebanon to be held in Rome

JERUSALEM, JULY 7

The next round of talks be-
tween Israel and Lebanon 
is expected to take place in 
Rome, Italy, next week, Israeli 
Foreign Minister Gideon Sa'ar 
said on Tuesday. The meeting 
will mark the sixth round of 
negotiations between the two 
countries, following five am-
bassador-level talks held in 
Washington since April.

Sa'ar did not specify the ex-
act date. Several Israeli media 
outlets quoted Israel's ambas-
sador to the United States, Ye-
chiel Leiter, as saying that the 
talks are expected to begin 
next Tuesday in Rome, Xin-
hua news agency reported.

Speaking at a meeting in 
Jerusalem alongside his Ger-
man counterpart Johann 
Wadephul, Sa'ar said Israel 
seeks peace with its neigh-
bours, but any agreement 
must be based on "security."

The previous round, held in 
late June, ended with a frame-
work agreement covering the 
withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from two areas in southern 
Lebanon, where Israeli forces 
are still conducting opera-
tions against Hezbollah.

Meanwhile, Antonion Taja-
ni, Foreign Minister of Italy, 
has welcomed the choice of 
Rome as the next venue for 
US-facilitated direct peace ne-
gotiations between Lebanon 
and Israel, calling the Italian 
capital "a crossroads of peace 
and dialogue".

Foreign Minister Anto-
nio Tajani has welcomed the 
choice of Rome as the next 
venue for US-facilitated direct 
peace negotiations between 
Lebanon and Israel, calling 
the Italian capital "a cross-
roads of peace and dialogue", 
Italian news agency Adnk-
ronos reported.

“Rome, crossroads of peace 

and dialogue. We warmly wel-
come the announcement that 
the next round of talks be-
tween Israel and Lebanon, fa-
cilitated by the United States, 
will be held in Rome,” Tajani 
wrote on X.

“Last April, I had commu-
nicated to the Lebanese and 
Israeli Governments Italy's 
willingness to support the di-
alogue for peace in the region 
and to serve as the venue for 
the negotiations.

A choice stemming from 
the strong diplomatic com-
mitment of our Government, 
its authoritative and credible 
role on the international polit-
ical scene,” he added.

Trump signals F-35 
rethink for Turkey

ANKARA, JULY 7

US President Donald Trump 
on Tuesday signalled that his 
administration is prepared 
to reconsider the sale of F-35 
fighter jets to Turkey, saying 
it was "certainly something 
we will consider", as he un-
derscored what he described 
as the strongest phase yet 
in relations between Wash-
ington and Ankara. At a 
joint media appearance 
alongside Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan be-
fore their bilateral meeting 
ahead of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
Summit, Trump repeatedly 
praised Turkey as a key ally 
and credited his personal re-
lationship with Erdogan for 
strengthening ties between 
the two countries.

India’s UN Mission building 
evacuated after parts of 

nearby tower begin to buckle
NEW YORK, JULY 7

India’s UN Mission building 
was evacuated on Tuesday af-
ter part of a tower across the 
street buckled, threatening 
nearby structures. A source 
said everyone at the 27-storey 
mission building was safe and 
that they left the building when 
they were informed that a city 
evacuation order was coming.

The building, with a red 
sandstone facade, includes 
housing for the families of 
mission staff, as well as offices 
and conference facilities.

The mission building itself 
was safe as of noon local time 
on Tuesday, and the evacuation 
order for the mission building 
was only a precautionary mea-
sure. The problem arose at Pfiz-
er's former world headquarters, 
which is now being converted 
into a residential building.

Mayor Zohran Mamdani 
said many tall buildings in the 
area are also being evacuated. 
He added that luckily there 
have been no injuries to report 
at this time, and all workers are 
accounted for.

Officials said beams on the 
21st and 22nd floors of the Pfiz-
er building began to buckle on 
Tuesday morning, endangering 
the safety of the upper floors up 
to the 26th, which started to 
sag, raising fears of a major col-
lapse. Bricks and other building 
material fell on 42nd Street, on 
which Times Square and Grand 
Central Terminal are located, 
but further west. 

Vast swathes of 42nd Street 
and 43rd Street, where the mis-
sion is located, have been bar-
ricaded by police. Closures also 
extended to other streets in the 
area, a prime area for hotels 
and offices. 
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Sensex, Nifty snap 4-day rally as profi t 
booking off sets IT surge; Trent down 12%

Benchmark indices 
ended slightly lower on 

Tuesday as profi t booking 
off set strong gains in IT 
shares. Caution ahead 
of the US Fed minutes 

and the earnings season 
kept sentiment meas-

ured, even as the rupee 
strengthened.

Benchmark equity indices 
ended marginally low-

er on Tuesday, snapping a 
four-session winning streak, 
as broad-based profi t booking 
off set strong gains in informa-
tion technology stocks. Inves-
tors also remained cautious 
ahead of the release of the 
US Federal Reserve's meeting 
minutes and the start of the 
June quarter earnings season.

The BSE Sensex fell 104.35 
points, or 0.13%, to close at 
78,180.72, while the NSE Nif-
ty50 slipped 31.65 points, or 
0.13%, to settle at 24,398.70.

The Indian rupee, howev-
er, bucked the trend and rose 
0.45% against the US dollar to 
94.9675, marking its biggest 
single-session gain in three 
weeks after strong dollar sell-
ing in the non-deliverable for-

ward market triggered short 
covering.

IT STOCKS BUCK THE 
TREND

Information technology 
stocks continued their re-
bound for the second straight 
session ahead of the Q1 earn-
ings season, emerging as 
the biggest support for the 
market. The Nifty IT index 
gained 2.43%. Among Sensex 
constituents, HCLTech surged 
3.08%, while Tech Mahindra 
and Infosys gained 2.81% 
each. TCS rose 1.82%, helping 
cushion losses in the bench-
mark indices.

The rally comes after the 

sector witnessed a sharp cor-
rection last week, with in-
vestors turning optimistic on 
easing concerns around US 
interest rates and attractive 
valuations ahead of earnings.

Retail major Trent was the 
biggest laggard of the day, 
plunging 12.42% after its 
June quarter business update 
fell short of Street expecta-
tions, triggering heavy profi t 
booking. Other notable losers 
included Adani Ports, which 
declined 1.63%, BEL, down 
1.54%, LT, which lost 1.19%, 
Reliance Industries, down 
1.12%, ICICI Bank, which 
slipped 0.81%, Asian Paints, 

down 0.76%, NTPC, which fell 
0.65%, and Tata Steel, which 
declined 0.58%.

The broader market also 
witnessed selling pressure. 
The Nifty 100 fell 0.22%, Nif-
ty 200 declined 0.23%, Nifty 
500 lost 0.28%, Nifty Midcap 
100 slipped 0.30%, and Nifty 
Smallcap 100 dropped 0.55%. 
The Nifty Midcap 50 ended 
fl at, while India VIX eased 
1.43%.

SECTORAL PERFOR-
MANCE REMAINED 

MIXED
Sectoral indices presented 

a mixed picture. Apart from 
IT, gains were seen in Nifty 
Consumer Durables, which 
rose 0.89%, Nifty MidSmall 
IT & Telecom, up 1.05%, Nif-
ty Financial Services, which 
gained 0.14%, Nifty Health-
care, up 0.28%, Nifty Phar-
ma, which advanced 0.73%, 
Nifty PSU Bank, up 0.43%, 
and Nifty FMCG, which edged 
up 0.06%. On the losing side, 
Nifty Realty fell 1.58%, Nifty 
Metal declined 1.10%, Nifty 
Chemicals lost 0.91%, Nifty 
Healthcare 500 slipped 0.79%, 
Nifty MidSmall Healthcare 
declined 0.78%, Nifty Media 

lost 0.74%, Nifty Healthcare 
Index fell 0.83%, Nifty Oil & 
Gas slipped 0.11%, Nifty Auto 
edged down 0.04%, Nifty 
Financial Services 25/50 de-
clined 0.06%, Nifty Private 
Bank fell 0.15%, Nifty Con-
sumer Durables Ex-Bank lost 
0.29%, while Nifty MidSmall 
Financial Services declined 
0.38%. Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research at Geojit Invest-
ments Limited, said, "Profi t 
booking emerged in the latter 
half of the session as weak-
ness across Asian markets 
and investor caution ahead of 
the US Fed minutes weighed 
on sentiment. However, IT 
stocks continued to lend sup-
port, extending gains ahead 
of the June-quarter earnings 
season as the sector recovered 
from recent corrections."

"With concerns around the 
US-Iran confl ict and trade 
tariff s easing, market focus 
is shifting towards Q1FY27 
earnings and the progress 
of the monsoon. Meanwhile, 
improving FII infl ows and a 
stable rupee are expected to 
provide near-term support to 
overall market sentiment," he 
added.

Reliance’s Strand 
Life Sciences Secures 

Landmark Indian Patent

BENGALURU, 7 JULY 2026

Strand Life Sciences, a sub-
sidiary of Reliance Indus-

tries Limited, today announced 
the grant of an Indian patent 
covering its integrated plat-
form for early cancer detection 
using cell-free DNA (cfDNA) 
analysis. The patented platform 
brings together high-quality 
sequencing, rigorous quality 
control, biologically informed 
methylation and fragmentom-
ic feature extraction, and ma-
chine learning to enable cancer 
detection and tissue-of-origin 
prediction from just a blood 
sample. Widespread methyla-
tion pattern changes across the 
genome are a hallmark of can-
cer. A key innovation in the pat-
ent, among others, is obtaining 
these methylation patterns 
using genome sequencing with 
minimal loss or failure, thus 
enabling sensitive early cancer 
detection. 

More than 1.5 million new 
cancer cases are estimated to 
occur annually, and unfortu-
nately a large number of pa-

tients are still diagnosed at 
advanced stages, when treat-
ment options are limited and 
outcomes are signifi cantly 
poorer. Early detection has the 
potential to shift diagnoses to 
earlier stages. Current guide-
line-recommended screening 
covers only a small fraction 
of cancers and is not easy to 
scale. With decreasing costs 
of sequencing, the patented 
platform can potentially en-
able early detection at scale 
without expanding local infra-
structure. "Early detection is 
an increasingly relevant topic 
as cancer is becoming one of 
India's greatest public health 
challenges. This patent refl ects 
our commitment to developing 
scientifi cally rigorous, AI-ena-
bled liquid biopsy technologies 
that can help detect cancer 
earlier from a simple blood 
sample. We believe this inno-
vation represents an important 
step towards making precision 
cancer screening more accu-
rate, scalable, and accessible," 
said Ramesh Hariharan, CEO, 
Strand Life Sciences.  

for Blood-based Early Cancer Detection Technology
The patent covers a cell-free DNA analysis platform that 

enables early cancer detection from a blood test

Rasna Targets 
₹1,000-Crore Premium

MUMBAI, JULY 6, 2026 

Rasna Pvt. Ltd., the world's 
largest manufacturer of in-

stant beverages, has strength-
ened its presence in India's 
fast-growing ready-to-drink 
(RTD) beverage segment with the 
nationwide launch of the Jump-
in 1-litre Tetra Pak family pack.

Through this expansion, the 
company is targeting the estimated 
₹1,000-crore premium RTD fruit 
nectar market, driven by increasing 
consumer demand for high-fruit-
content, vitamin-fortifi ed beverages.

The new 1-litre family pack 
complements Rasna's existing 125 
ml and 200 ml Jumpin portfolio 
and has been developed to meet 
the evolving preferences of Indi-
an families seeking nutritious, 
convenient and premium bever-
age options. The product contains 
high fruit content and is fortifi ed 
with 10 essential vitamins and 
minerals, including Vitamin C.

The Jumpin 1-litre family 
pack is priced at ₹110 and is now 
available across modern retail 
outlets, e-commerce platforms, 
quick-commerce channels and oth-
er retail formats nationwide. Ras-
na also off ers 125 ml single-serve 
packs in Mango, Litchi and Orange 
fl avours at ₹10, while 200 ml Tetra 
Pak cartons in Mango and Mixed 
Fruit variants are priced at ₹20.

The beverages are packed in 
internationally acclaimed Tetra 
Pak cartons manufactured in India 

under the Government's 'Make in 
India' initiative, reinforcing Ras-
na's commitment to indigenous 
sourcing and manufacturing.

Speaking on the launch, Mr. 
Piruz Khambatta, Group Chair-
man, Rasna Pvt. Ltd., said, "Jump-
in represents our vision of bringing 
international-quality fruit bever-
ages to Indian consumers at an 
aff ordable price while staying true 
to our 'Make in India' philosophy.

All the fruits used in Jump-
in are sourced and processed in 
India, and the product is packed 
in safe, high-quality Tetra Pak 
packaging manufactured in India. 
We have focused on delivering 
superior taste, real fruit goodness 
and essential nutrition, creating a 
beverage that appeals to modern 
families while supporting Indian 
farmers, processors and manufac-
turing ecosystems. Our specially 

developed Orange variant, crafted 
to suit children's taste preferences, 
refl ec ts our continued commit-
ment to innovation and consum-
er-centric product development."

Commenting on the partner-
ship, Mr. Cassio Simões, Man-
aging Director, Tetra Pak South 
Asia, said, "Indian consumers are 
increasingly seeking safe, conven-
ient and high-quality beverage 
options that fi t seamlessly into 
their daily lives. The launch of 
Jumpin in the 1-litre Tetra Pak car-
ton refl ects this evolving demand, 
combining all these qualities in 
a package designed for modern 
households. We are proud to part-
ner with Rasna in bringing this 
new range to consumers across 
India while supporting the coun-
try's growing food and beverage 
ecosystem through packaging 
solutions manufactured in India."

RTD Market with Nationwide Launch of Jumpin 1-Litre Family Pack

KAARV Invests $4M After 30-Day Pitch
Dubai, UAE : In a remarka-
ble milestone for cross-border 
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship, KAARV IT Consultancy 
FZ-LLC, a healthcare technol-
ogy company incorporated in 
the Ras Al Khaimah Economic 
Zone (RAKEZ), UAE, unveiled 
KAARV Milestone 1.0 at the 
exclusive ICIE (International 
Council for Innovators & En-
trepreneurs) Deal Room held 
in Dubai. The event brought 
together international inves-
tors, representatives from the 
Ras Al Khaimah Economic 
Zone (RAKEZ), Emirati busi-
ness leaders, entrepreneurs, 
innovation ecosystem leaders, 
and global dignitaries for an 
exclusive closed-door engage-
ment focused on innovation, 
strategic partnerships, and 
global growth opportunities. 
For Raghunath Rapeen (Ra-
ghu), Founder of KAARV, the 
occasion marked the beginning 
of a new chapter after nearly 
two years of relentless perse-
verance. Having returned from 
the United Kingdom with a pat-
ented healthcare innovation, 
Raghu spent years refi ning his 

vision and searching for the 
right opportunities to take his 
innovation to the global stage.

The turning point came when 
he became part of the global 
ecosystem led by Sundeep Mak-
thala. Through the Explore to 
Expand international business 
missions, Raghu travelled with 
Sundeep to Singapore and later 
to the United Arab Emirates, 
where he gained access to lead-
ing innovation ecosystems, gov-
ernment agencies, investors, 
and business leaders.

During the Singapore mis-
sion, Raghu participated in 
strategic engagements with the 
Singapore Economic Develop-
ment Board (EDB), interacted 
with senior offi  cials from the 

High Commission of India, at-
tended one of Singapore’s pre-
mier AI and technology events, 
and connected with global in-
novation leaders. The journey 
continued in the UAE, where 
he visited leading innovation 
hubs, engaged with senior rep-
resentatives from RAKEZ, met 
Emirati business leaders, par-
ticipated in high-level business 
discussions, and presented 
KAARV before international in-
vestors. Within a span of just 30 
days, the journey culminated in 
an international investment 
commitment valued at USD 4 
million, marking a signifi cant 
milestone in KAARV’s global 
growth journey and refl ecting 
strong confi dence in the compa-

ny’s vision and future potential.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Raghunath Rappin said:
“Two years ago, I had a 

dream and a belief in my inno-
vation, but I was searching for 
the right direction. Meeting 
Sundeep Makthala changed my 
journey. Over the last 30 days, 
he personally mentored me, 
refi ned my approach, strength-
ened my pitch, introduced me 
to global ecosystems, govern-
ments, investors, and business 
leaders, and stood beside me 
throughout the journey. This 
milestone is not just about in-
vestment—it is about belief, 
trust, preparation, and the op-
portunities that come when the 
right ecosystem supports an 

entrepreneur.” Addressing the 
gathering, Sundeep Makthala, 
Chairman of ICIE – Interna-
tional Council for Innovators 
& Entrepreneurs, said: “Every 
entrepreneur deserves an op-
portunity to be seen on the 
global stage. Our mission is to 
identify promising innovators, 
prepare them for international 
markets, connect them with the 
right ecosystem, and create op-
portunities that can transform 
their journey. KAARV’s mile-
stone refl ects what becomes 
possible when vision, persever-
ance, and global collaboration 
come together.” The unveiling 
of KAARV Milestone 1.0 sym-
bolized more than a corporate 
achievement—it celebrated the 
journey of an entrepreneur who 
transformed years of determi-
nation into global opportunity 
through mentorship, prepara-
tion, and international collab-
oration. The ICIE Deal Room, 
hosted in Dubai as A Makth-
ala Initiative, concluded with 
strategic networking sessions 
between founders, investors, 
government representatives, 
and business leaders, further 

strengthening ICIE’s vision of 
building a global platform that 
connects innovation with capi-
tal, partnerships, and interna-
tional markets.

As ICIE continues to expand 
its global footprint, the organ-
ization reaffi  rmed its commit-
ment to supporting innovators 
and entrepreneurs through 
mentorship, international ex-
posure, strategic partnerships, 
investor engagement, and mar-
ket access, enabling more vi-
sionary founders to transform 
their ideas into globally impact-
ful enterprises.

About ICIE
ICIE – International Council 

for Innovators & Entrepreneurs 
is a global platform dedicat-
ed to transforming innovators 
into entrepreneurs by fostering 
international collaborations, 
mentorship, strategic partner-
ships, investment opportuni-
ties, and global market access. 
Under the leadership of Sun-
deep Makthala, ICIE continues 
to connect innovators, govern-
ments, investors, and industry 
leaders to build a thriving glob-
al innovation ecosystem.

PARIS, FRANCE, 7 JULY 2026

R|Elan™ Circular Design 
Challenge (CDC), the fl agship 
circular fashion initiative by 
R|Elan™, the United Nations in 
India and Lakmé Fashion Week, 
successfully convened its Euro-
pean Jury on 5 July 2026 with 
an exclusive cocktail evening at 
Le Meurice, Paris, on the eve of 
Paris Haute Couture Week. The 
event marked a signifi cant mile-
stone under the India–France 
Year of Innovation 2026 and 
was hosted in collaboration with 
the Fédération de la Haute Cou-
ture et de la Mode (FHCM) and 
the Embassy of France in India. 
Bringing together leading voices 
from global fashion, sustaina-
bility and creative industries, 
the European Jury evaluated 
six outstanding semi-fi nalists 
advancing design innovation 
in circular fashion. Against the 
backdrop of Le Meurice, the 
celebration featured keynote ad-
dresses by Pascal Morand, Ex-
ecutive President, Fédération de 
la Haute Couture et de la Mode 
(FHCM) and Jaspreet Chandok, 
Group Vice President, Reliance 
Brands Limited, each refl ect-
ing on the growing partnership 
between France and India in 
advancing circular fashion and 
recognising the opportunities 
created for emerging talent by 
R|Elan™ Circular Design Chal-
lenge. The distinguished Euro-
pean Jury comprised of Pascale 
Mussard (Vice-President, The 
Fondation Hermès; President, 

Villa Noailles), Sara Sozzani 
Maino (Creative Director, Fon-
dazione Sozzani), Serge Carreira 
(Director, Emerging Brands In-
itiative, Fédération de la Haute 
Couture et de la Mode), Diane 
Pernet (Founder & Director, 
ASVOF), Anne-Gaëlle Lamort 
(Sustainability Innovation Lead, 
Kering) and Katell Pouliquen 
(Editorial Director, Marie Claire 
France). Representing some 
of Europe's most promising 
emerging voices, the six semi-fi -
nalists who presented to the jury 
showcased diverse approaches 
to responsible design, material 
innovation and craftsmanship. 
Coccellato (France), founded 
by Iman Coccellato, reimagi-
nes contemporary eveningwear 
through timeless silhouettes 
crafted exclusively from dead-
stock luxury fabrics, elevating 
existing materials through ex-
ceptional artisanal craftsman-
ship. Yoshita 1967 (France), 
founded by Anil Padia, present-
ed a people-fi rst approach to cir-
cularity, combining artisan-led 
production, handmade tech-
niques and cross-cultural col-
laboration across Nairobi, Paris 

and Delhi to preserve traditional 
craft while creating meaningful 
social impact.

Representing Germany and 
Ukraine, PLNGNS, founded 
by Dmytro Hontarenko, show-
cased an experimental circular 
ecosystem that transforms dis-
carded sneakers and fashion 
waste into innovative genderless 
streetwear, demonstrating how 
waste can become the founda-
tion for an entirely new design 
language. Paris-based design-
er Matthieu Ruiz explored the 
intersection of natural dyeing, 
deadstock textiles and artisanal 
craftsmanship, creating gar-
ments that reconnect people 
with materials, place and herit-
age while embracing longevity 
as a design principle. Portugal's 
BÉHEN, founded by Joana Du-
arte, celebrated the enduring 
relevance of traditional crafts-
manship through the thought-
ful transformation of antique 
textiles, regional embroidery 
and deadstock materials into 
contemporary womenswear. 
Meanwhile, Italian label FLO-
RANIA, founded by Flora Rab-
biti, showcased a regenerative 

approach to design, combining 
discarded garments, innovative 
fi bres and material research to 
redefi ne contemporary Made 
in Italy through circular sys-
tems and social innovation. A 
defi ning moment of the evening 
came with the announcement 
of Yoshita 1967, founded by Anil 
Padia as the European Finalist, 
as the designer joined the jury, 
programme partners and stake-
holders on stage celebrating the 
programme's continued global 
journey. Mr. Rakesh Bali, Sr. 
Vice President - PetChem, Re-
liance Industries Limited said, 
"Congratulations to Yoshita 1967 
by Anil Padia on being named 
the European Finalist. His work 
refl ects the spirit of the R|Elan™ 
Circular Design Challenge — 
proof that circularity can be a 
powerful engine for creativity. 
At Reliance, through R|Elan™, 
we are proud to nurture emerg-
ing talent across the fashion 
value chain, from the fi bres we 
engineer to the global platforms 
we create for the designers shap-
ing fashion’s more sustainable 
future.”

Anil Padia, Founder of Yoshita 
1967, added, “ I am honoured to 
be selected as the European Fi-
nalist for the R|Elan™ Circular 
Design Challenge 2026. France 
has played a defi ning role in my 
creative journey since I moved 
to Paris in 2013 to study at the 
École de la Chambre Syndicale 
de la Haute Couture Parisienne 
(now Institut Français de la 
Mode). Over the past fi ve years, 

I have built my practice between 
France and Nairobi, inspired by 
diverse cultures and a shared 
commitment to responsible 
craftsmanship. This recognition 
reinforces our belief in the pow-
er of circularity to shape the fu-
ture of fashion. I am grateful to 
the distinguished jury and look 
forward to representing Europe 
at the Grand Jury in India later 
this year.”

The evening witnessed the 
presence of established voices 
from India & France like Rahul 
Mishra, Gaurav Gupta, Manish 
Malhotra, Hema Bose, Chris-
toph Rumpf and representatives 
from leading French fashion 
houses, academia and media 
showcasing their support not 
only for this pivotal partnership 
but also to emerging talent.

Pascal Morand, Executive 
President, Fédération de la 
Haute Couture et de la Mode 
(FHCM) added, “We are very 
proud to be a partner with this 
program because of the incred-
ible work it is doing. It was a 
great jury, and selecting the win-
ner was very diffi  cult given the 
high caliber of participants. As 
we look at fashion and couture, 
we see so much creativity and 
art, but also new changes with 
emerging business models and 
materials. It is essential not only 
to celebrate creativity but also 
to identify true innovation. I am 
also very happy to see the grow-
ing relationship between France 
and India becoming stronger 
and more developed.

R|Elan Circular Design Challenge 
Unites Global Fashion in Paris

Government denies reports 
of E25 petrol rollout, 

says no decision taken yet
Government sources have 

categorically denied reports 
suggesting that E25 petrol is set 
to be introduced in India, clar-
ifying that no policy decision 
has been taken and that test-
ing is still in progress. Offi  cials 
stressed that there is "absolutely 
no need to worry" about the ex-
isting E20 petrol programme, 
which has been rolled out across 
the country after extensive sci-
entifi c testing and validation. 
They said the transition to eth-
anol-blended fuel has followed 
a phased, evidence-based ap-
proach rather than a sudden 
policy change. According to the 
sources, compatibility tests for 
E25 fuel are currently being con-
ducted across various automo-
bile manufacturers and vehicle 
models. The government is yet to 
receive the fi nal test reports, and 
any decision to increase ethanol 
blending beyond the current 
level will depend entirely on sci-
entifi c fi ndings related to engine 
safety, vehicle performance and 
long-term durability. Offi  cials 
noted that India's ethanol blend-

ing programme has been im-
plemented gradually, with E15 
introduced in April 2023, E19 
in April 2024 and E20 in April 
2025. Each phase was rolled out 
only after consultations with 
automobile manufacturers, oil 
marketing companies and tech-
nical experts. The government 
also highlighted the widespread 
adoption of ethanol-blended pet-
rol, stating that nearly 20 crore 
petrol-powered two-wheelers 
and around 20 lakh petrol-pow-
ered four-wheelers are already 
using the fuel without major 
technical concerns. Urging the 
public not to believe speculative 
reports, offi  cials reiterated that 
any future move toward E25 
would be based solely on sci-
entifi c evidence and regulatory 
approvals. They also alleged that 
misinformation surrounding 
ethanol blending appears to 
be an attempt to create unnec-
essary panic and undermine 
India's long-term strategy of re-
ducing dependence on imported 
crude oil by increasing the use of 
domestically produced ethanol.

Karnataka govt 
to boost tier 2, 
3 cities to stop 

urban migration: 
CM Shivakumar

KALABURAGI 
(KARNATAKA): (JUL 7) 

Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter D K Shivakumar on 

Tuesday said his govern-
ment has decided to pro-
mote industries in tier 2 
and 3 cities with an aim to 
generate local employment 
and prevent rural migra-
tion to urban centers. He 
said the government is also 
giving priority to setting 
up CSR-funded schools 
in rural areas to provide 
quality education. "Our 
objective is to encourage 
industries in tier 2 and 3 
cities to create employ-
ment opportunities. We 
want people in rural are-
as to fi nd jobs where they 
live instead of migrating to 
cities. To achieve this, we 
have taken several initia-
tives," Shivakumar said.



Key Features of the VB-G 
RAM G Act

Employment Guarantee Increased to 
125 Days The most visible change under 
the new law is the increase in the statuto-
ry employment guarantee from 100 days 
to 125 days per fi nancial year for every 
eligible rural household. The government 
believes the additional 25 days of guaran-
teed employment will increase household 
income, strengthen purchasing power 
and reduce distress migration from vil-
lages to cities. Offi  cials also argue that 
the longer employment period will allow 
workers to participate in larger infra-
structure projects that require sustained 
labour over extended periods.

Introduction of a 60-Day 
Agricultural Pause

Another signifi cant provision is the in-
troduction of a combined 60-day no-work 
period during peak agricultural seasons. 
State governments have been empowered 
to suspend employment works during 
crucial sowing and harvesting periods 
when farmers often face acute labour 
shortages. The objective is to prevent gov-
ernment employment programmes from 
competing with agricultural operations 
for workers. Although employment may 
be paused during these periods, the full 
125-day guarantee must still be provided 
during the remaining part of the year.

Supporters say the measure will 
strengthen agricultural productivity, 
while critics argue that rural workers 
may lose an important source of income 
precisely when seasonal farm work is un-
available in some regions.

A Shift from Demand-Driv-
en Employment

Perhaps the most fundamental trans-
formation introduced by the Act is the 
replacement of the demand-driven fund-
ing model. Under MGNREGA, every eli-
gible rural worker possessed a legal right 
to demand employment. Once work was 
requested, the government was obligated 
to provide it within 15 days regardless 
of budgetary considerations. The VB-G 
RAM G Act replaces this open-ended 
commitment with a normative allocation 
model.  Instead of funding every demand 
for work, the Centre now allocates funds 
to states based on socio-economic indica-
tors, development priorities and perfor-
mance metrics. Employment generation 
is therefore linked to approved annual 
allocations rather than unlimited statuto-
ry demand. The government argues that 
this approach introduces fi scal discipline 

and allows more effi  cient use of public re-
sources. Opponents, however, argue that 
it fundamentally changes the nature of 
the programme by making employment 
dependent on budget availability instead 
of legal entitlement.

Technology-Driven Gov-
ernance

Technology occupies a central place in the 
new framework. The Act mandates the 
use of multiple digital platforms for plan-
ning, implementation and monitoring.

These include:
 Spatial planning through the Yukt-
dhara portal

 Integration with PM Gati Shakti infra-
structure planning

 Digital attendance using the National 
Mobile Monitoring System (NMMS)

 Facial recognition-based worker verifi -
cation

 Aadhaar-enabled wage payments
 Geo-tagging of completed assets
The Centre says these measures will 

reduce corruption, eliminate fake benefi -
ciaries and improve transparency.

The emphasis refl ects a broader shift 
towards digital governance across gov-
ernment welfare programmes.

Why States and Opposition 
Parties Are Objecting

Despite the government's claims, im-
plementation has been met with sharp 
resistance from several opposition-ruled 
states including West Bengal, Kerala, Ta-
mil Nadu, Telangana and Jharkhand.

Their objections extend beyond ad-
ministrative concerns and touch upon 
larger constitutional questions regarding 
federalism, fi scal autonomy and the legal 
rights of rural workers.

Is the Right to Work Be-
ing Diluted?

The biggest criticism concerns the 
removal of the demand-driven guaran-
tee. Under the earlier framework, rural 
workers could legally demand employ-
ment whenever required. If work was un-
available, they could seek unemployment 
allowance. The new allocation-based 
system changes that relationship. Critics 
argue that if a state's annual allocation 
is exhausted due to drought, fl oods, eco-
nomic distress or unexpectedly high de-
mand, additional employment may not 
be available unless the state fi nances it 
independently. Civil society groups in-
cluding the NREGA Sangharsh Morcha 
argue that this transforms employment 
from a legally enforceable right into a pro-

gramme dependent on budget ceilings.
The symbolic removal of Mahatma 

Gandhi's name from the legislation has 
also generated political controversy, with 
opposition parties accusing the govern-
ment of attempting to rewrite the legacy 
of India's rural welfare architecture.

Technology: Efficiency 
or Exclusion?

Another major concern relates to digi-
tal implementation. The Act relies heavily 
on smartphones, internet connectivity, 
biometric authentication and facial rec-
ognition technologies. While offi  cials 
argue that digital monitoring prevents 
fraud and improves accountability, critics 
say the system overlooks ground realities. 
Large parts of rural and tribal India con-
tinue to face poor mobile connectivity, 
unreliable electricity and limited digital 
literacy. Workers whose biometric au-
thentication fails or whose attendance 
cannot be uploaded because of network 
failures risk losing wages despite phys-
ically reporting for work. Labour rights 
organisations argue that technological 

barriers disproportionately aff ect elderly 
workers, tribal communities and people 
living in remote villages. According to 
them, digital verifi cation should comple-
ment rather than replace traditional veri-
fi cation mechanisms.

The New Financial 
Equation

One of the most contentious aspects 
of the Act concerns fi nancing. Under 
MGNREGA, the Union government bore 
the entire cost of unskilled wages, while 
states contributed primarily towards ma-
terial costs and certain administrative ex-
penses. The VB-G RAM G Act introduces 
a substantially diff erent cost-sharing 
framework. For most states, programme 
expenditure will now follow a 60:40 Cen-
tre-State ratio. Special category states in 
the Northeast and Himalayan region will 
continue to receive a favourable 90:10 
funding ratio, while Union Territories 
without legislatures remain fully funded 
by the Centre. For many mainland states, 
this represents a signifi cant increase in 
fi scal responsibility. State governments 

argue that the additional expenditure 
comes at a time when they already face 
mounting commitments towards health-
care, education, irrigation, welfare 
schemes and infrastructure development.

Concerns Over Fiscal 
Federalism

The controversy extends beyond 
cost-sharing. The Centre's allocation 
formula incorporates recommendations 
linked to the 16th Finance Commission, 
with considerable weight assigned to 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) 
Distance, which seeks to direct more re-
sources towards economically weaker 
states. While poorer states may receive 
relatively larger allocations, several in-
dustrialised and middle-income states 
argue that the formula fails to adequately 
account for their large migrant popula-
tions and substantial rural labour force. 
Another provision has generated even 
greater concern. If employment demand 
exceeds the Centre's approved normative 
allocation, the additional expenditure 
must be fi nanced entirely by the state gov-
ernment. Finance ministers from several 
states argue that this provision may force 
them to divert resources from other crit-
ical sectors to sustain rural employment. 
Given borrowing restrictions under the 
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Man-
agement (FRBM) Act, many states say 
their fi scal fl exibility is already limited.

Centralisation of Deci-
sion-Making

Another major debate revolves around 
governance. MGNREGA was built on the 
principle of decentralisation established 
under the 73rd Constitutional Amendment. 
Gram Sabhas played the primary role in 
identifying local priorities and preparing 
annual work plans. Village communities 
could decide whether they needed ponds, 
village roads, irrigation channels, check 
dams or other public assets. The VB-G 
RAM G framework signifi cantly increases 
central oversight. A 16-member National 
Steering Committee headed by the Union 
Rural Development Secretary now exercis-
es broad authority over policy formulation, 
fund allocation, implementation guidelines 
and performance monitoring. Only fi ve 
positions on the committee are reserved 
for rotating state representatives, leading 
several states to argue that they have inad-
equate participation in decision-making.

Changing Nature of 
Rural Works

The Act also narrows the range of permis-
sible activities by prioritising nationally 

identifi ed development objectives. Water 
conservation, climate resilience and rural 
infrastructure receive signifi cant emphasis. 
More than 100 approved activities focus on 
water security alone. Supporters argue that 
concentrating resources on scientifi cally 
planned infrastructure will produce dura-
ble public assets with measurable economic 
benefi ts. Critics counter that villages have 
diverse local needs which cannot always be 
captured through centrally designed tem-
plates. Gram Panchayats now have reduced 
fl exibility because proposed projects must 
align with spatial planning platforms and 
central approval mechanisms.

Performance-Based 
Funding

The Act introduces performance-linked 
incentives and penalties.

Future funding depends on com-
pliance with various administra-
tive indicators including:

 Timely social audits
 Geo-tagging of completed assets
 Digital attendance compliance
 Project completion rates
 Financial reporting standards
States or local bodies failing to meet 

prescribed benchmarks risk delays or re-
ductions in subsequent funding releases. 
Supporters say this promotes accounta-
bility. Opponents argue that fi nancially 
weaker states may face a vicious cycle in 
which administrative constraints further 
reduce available resources.

The Broader Federalism 
Debate

The controversy surrounding the VB-G 
RAM G Act refl ects competing visions of 
governance. The Centre views the legisla-
tion as an essential reform that modernises 
rural employment by linking wage genera-
tion with productive infrastructure, digital 
transparency and long-term development 
goals. From this perspective, increasing 
employment guarantees to 125 days while 
investing in water conservation, climate 
resilience and rural infrastructure repre-
sents a transition from short-term relief 
towards sustainable rural growth. Oppo-
sition parties and many state governments 
see the reforms diff erently. They argue that 
replacing demand-driven funding with 
budget-based allocations weakens work-
ers' legal rights, shifts substantial fi nancial 
burdens onto states and concentrates deci-
sion-making within central institutions at 
the expense of local governments. The de-
bate therefore extends beyond employment 
policy to larger questions about India's 
constitutional balance between the Union 
and the states.
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India's India's 
Rural Rural 
Jobs Jobs 
Overhaul

The VB-G RAM G Act 
replaces MGNREGA 

with a new rural 
employment frame-

work, increasing 
guaranteed workdays 
to 125 while introduc-
ing allocation-based 

funding, greater 
digital oversight and 

a revised Centre-State 
funding model that 
has sparked a na-

tionwide debate over 
workers' rights and 

federalism.

Overhaul

India's rural employment 
landscape is witnessing 

one of its biggest policy shifts in 
more than two decades. On July 
1, 2026, the Government of India 
offi  cially implemented the Viksit 
Bharat–Guarantee for Rozgar 
and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) 
Act, 2025, commonly referred to 
as the VB-G RAM G Act. The new 
legislation replaces the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act (MGNRE-
GA), which had served as the 
country's fl agship rural employ-
ment programme since 2005.

The transition represents far 
more than a change in name. It 
introduces a new philosophy of 
rural development that places 
greater emphasis on produc-
tivity, infrastructure creation, 
digital governance and perfor-
mance-based funding. Accord-
ing to the Union government, 

the Act aligns rural employment 
with the broader vision of "Viksit 
Bharat @2047," seeking to trans-
form wage employment into a 
catalyst for long-term economic 
development.

However, the rollout has trig-
gered intense political debate. 
Several opposition parties, state 
governments, civil society or-
ganisations and labour rights 
activists argue that the new law 
fundamentally alters the legal 
guarantee that made MGNRE-
GA unique. They contend that 
the legislation centralises de-
cision-making, shifts fi nancial 
burdens to states and weakens 
local self-governance.

As India begins implementing 
the new framework, the VB-G 
RAM G Act has become a major 
test of cooperative federalism, 
fi scal management and the fu-
ture of social welfare.

When MGNREGA was intro-
duced in 2005, it was hailed as 
one of the world's largest employ-
ment guarantee programmes. 
Every rural household willing 
to perform unskilled manual la-
bour had a legal right to receive 
up to 100 days of work annually. 
If employment was not provid-
ed within 15 days of demand, 
workers became eligible for un-
employment allowance.
For over two decades, the 
scheme played an important 
role in providing livelihood 
security, especially during 
droughts, economic downturns 
and the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It also created millions of 

public assets ranging from 
ponds and roads to irrigation 
canals and water conservation 
structures.
The Centre argues that while 
the programme achieved its 
social objectives, it also faced 
persistent challenges including 
delayed payments, duplication 
of beneficiaries, leakages, weak 
planning and uneven quality of 
assets. According to the gov-
ernment, the VB-G RAM G Act 
is designed to modernise rural 
employment by combining wage 
generation with infrastructure 
development, technology-driv-
en monitoring and better finan-
cial discipline.

Why the Government 
Replaced MGNREGA

The Road Ahead
The implementation of the VB-G 

RAM G Act marks a defining mo-
ment in India's rural development 
policy. States have been given a six-
month transition period to align 
their administrative systems, fi-
nancial structures and implemen-
tation mechanisms with the new 
legislation.

How effectively they adapt will 
determine whether the programme 
achieves its stated objectives or 
deepens existing Centre-State ten-
sions. The coming years will test 
whether technology-driven govern-
ance can coexist with inclusiveness, 
whether fiscal discipline can be 
balanced with employment guar-
antees, and whether national plan-
ning can complement rather than 
replace local decision-making.

For the government, the Act is in-
tended to transform rural employ-
ment into a foundation for building 
modern infrastructure and sup-
porting the vision of a developed 
India by 2047. For critics, it raises 
fundamental concerns about work-
ers' rights, fiscal federalism and 
democratic decentralisation.

Ultimately, the success of the 
VB-G RAM G Mission will depend 
not only on the number of workdays 
generated or assets created, but 
also on whether it can preserve the 
spirit of social protection while em-
bracing administrative reform. The 
debate over the Act is therefore not 
merely about a rural employment 
scheme—it is about the evolving re-
lationship between economic devel-
opment, welfare policy and the fed-
eral structure of the Indian Union
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LONDON, JULY 7

American star Coco Gauff re-
covered from a set deficit to 
overcome Jessica Pegula for the 
fourth match in succession at 
Wimbledon as she reached her 
maiden Grand Slam semifinals 
at the All-England Lawn Ten-
nis Club in London on Tuesday. 
With Pegula consistent on the 
court as she usually is, the first 
set brought to the fore all Coco 
Gauff’s vulnerabilities on grass. 
But the No.7 seed defied all of 
her opponent's attempts and 
secured a 4-6, 6-3, 6-3 victory.

The interesting fact about 
Gauff's superb run to the last-
four stage is that she came into 
the 2026 edition having not won 
a single match at Wimbledon in 
two years.

The 1-hour-and-48-minute 
victory makes the two-time 
major champion Gauff the sev-
enth active player to reach the 

semifinals or better at all four 
Grand Slam tournaments in her 
career, joining Venus Williams, 
Serena Williams, Karolina Plis-
kova, Aryna Sabalenka and Iga 
Swiatek.

.Gauff, who has now played 
four consecutive three-setters 
in five rounds, called the run 
at the All England Club "pret-

ty insane." She entered Wim-
bledon on a four-match losing 
streak on the surface, and also 
came from a set down to beat 
Belinda Bencic in the Round of 
16. "Considering I hadn't won 
a match on grass in two years 
before this tournament ... I'm 
definitely just really happy with 
how I played today," she said. 

"Jess is an incredible opponent 
and person; playing against her 
is never easy. I'm just happy to 
get through this one today."

Pegula, the perpetually un-
noticed contender in plain sight, 
was making her Centre Court 
debut at the age of 32, with the 
intention of earning a return 
visit at the earliest opportunity 
– in Friday’s last four. Instead, 
her good friend and erstwhile 
doubles partner Gauff overcame 
all her own longstanding grass-
court frailties, playing with in-
creasing confidence to emerge 
the winner. Just days ago, the 
22-year-old American was still 
being reminded from all sides 
that she had yet to exceed the 
fourth round she reached on her 
dazzling debut seven years ago. 
But now that she has crossed 
that hurdle, Gauff will be hoping 
to go all the way and add to her 
2023 US Open and 2025 French 
Open crowns.

England crush India by 125 runs 
to take commanding 2-0 lead  

HYDERABAD: Skipper Tanmay 
Agarwal led the way with a sen-
sational century to guide EIPL & 
eleve Karimnagar Diamonds into 
the playoffs with a commanding 
73-run victory over Palamuru 
Strikers in the Hyderabad Cricket 
Association's TG20’s first match 
in Hyderabad on Tuesday. 
Tanmay scored his second ton 
of the tournament, registering a 
brilliant 109 off 58 balls to help 
Diamonds post 216/5 with sup-
port from Satwik Reddy (32 off 
22) and Narayana Teja (23* off 
8). Shubham Sharma (3/16) and 
Rathlavath Dinesh (3/27) starred 
in the bowling department to help 
Diamonds secure their playoff 
spot. With this result, three teams 
for the TG20 playoffs have 
been confirmed. Ranga Reddy 
Risers, who are scheduled to 
play against Warangal Warriors 
in the second game of the day, 
will need a miracle to leapfrog 
Anurag Nalgonda Knights, who 
are currently in fourth place.

LAHORE: Pakistan women's 
captain Fatima Sana has 
received permission from the 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
to skip the T20I leg of the 
upcoming tour of Sri Lanka in 
order to fulfil her commitments 
with Birmingham Phoenix in the 
Women's Hundred. However, 
the 24-year-old all-rounder will 
remain with the national team for 
the three-match ODI series in Sri 
Lanka, which is part of the ICC 
Women's Championship. After 
the final ODI on July 28, she 
will travel directly from Hamban-
tota to England to link up with 
Birmingham Phoenix for the re-
mainder of the tournament. Sana 
created history last month by be-
coming the first Pakistani woman 
cricketer to earn a contract in 
the Women's Hundred after 
Birmingham Phoenix signed 
her through the competition's 
wildcard draft. She was brought 
in as a replacement for Austra-
lian player Lucy Hamilton.

TG20 Season 1

IPL 2026

Tanmay’s second ton 
confirms playoff spot for 
Karimnagar Diamonds

Fatima Sana to miss 
Sri Lanka T20Is for 
Women’s Hundred

Epic comeback sees Argentina 
beat Egypt 3-2, reach quarters

ATLANTA, JULY 7

Lionel Messi assisted and 
scored a goal while Enzo 
Fernández struck the winner 
in stoppage time as defending 
champions Argentina pro-
duced a comeback for the ages 
for a sensational 3-2 win over 
Egypt and sealed a place in 
the quarterfinals in the FIFA 
World Cup 2026 in Atlanta on 
Tuesday.

Argentina fought back from 
0-2 down in the round of 16 
match after Yasser Ibrahim 
(15th min) and Mostafa Zico 
(62nd min) had scored for 
Egypt and created the possi-
bility of the defending cham-
pions ending their campaign 
early, joining the five-time 
winner Brazil and Germany 
on the scrap heap.

But Messi weaved his 
magic, first launching the 
attack and providing the 
assist to Cristian Romero's 
goal in the 79th minute and 
then getting onto the score-
sheet himself in the 83rd 

minute as Lautaro hooked a 
deep ball into the area, which 
dropped favourably for the 
Argentine captain, who laced 
it towards goal. Goalkeeper 
Shobeir gets a hand on it, but 
it hits the bar and goes in to 
make it 2-2.

Enzo Fernandez then 
sealed victory for Argentina 
by scoring an incredible goal 
in the third minute of stop-
page time, making it 3-2 for 
Argentina. Lautaro swung a 
deep cross to the back post, 
and Enzo Fernandez met it 
and sent the ball back from 
where it came and into the far 
corner.

Earlier, Argentina conced-
ed a goal in the first half of a 
World Cup match for the first 
time since their 2018 Round 
of 16 tie against France. They 
had not conceded in the first 
half in their last 11 matches 
before this match.

Yasser Ibrahim headed 
Egypt into a shock lead, before 
Mostafa Shoubir protected it 
magnificently. The goalkeep-

er dived south-west to save a 
Messi penalty, which Nicolas 
Tagliafico had craftily earned, 
and made superb stops from 
Alexis Mac Allister and Julian 
Alvarez.

Egypt thought they had 
made it two just before the 
hour. Haissem Hassan made 
an imperial dash down the 
right and fed Salah, who en-
abled Zico to ripple the net. 
The goal was, however, ruled 
out for a foul in the build-
up. It merely delayed the Al 
Ahly man doubling the lead, 
though, as he finished off a 
rapid counter-attack involv-
ing Salah and Hassan.

It left Egypt on the cusp of 
victory, but Argentina were 
not done yet. They missed 
many chances but did not 
lose patience as they attacked 
repeatedly and created oppor-
tunities, and scripted a great 
comeback. Christian Romero 
pulled one back, Messi’s bril-
liant finish equalised, and 
Fernandez completed an epic 
survival story.

Wimbledon: Coco Gauff recovers to beat 
Pegula, reaches maiden Grand Slam semis

LONDON, JULY 7

Defending champion Jannik Sinner 
remained on course for a second suc-
cessive Wimbledon title by storming 
into the semifinals with a straight-
sets victory over Jan-Lennard Struff 
at the All-England Lawn Tennis Club 
in London on Tuesday.

World No.1 Sinner suppressed the 
dangerous challenge of Struff 7-5, 
7-6(4), 6-3 to reach the 10th Grand 
Slam semifinal of his career.

Struff, the 36-year-old German, is 
ranked No.74, but his ranking belies 
his abilities on a grass court. He pos-
sesses a huge serve and is endowed 
with the willingness to come forward 
with a positive and aggressive ap-
proach to every point. He had reached 
his first major quarterfinal at the age 
of 36, the oldest man to do so, and 
gave his best in Tuesday's match.

But on Tuesday, there was no 
stopping Sinner, who may not have 
produced his most dazzling tennis 
against Struff but still proved too 
strong for the German and cruised 
into his third semifinal at Wimble-
don. Sinner will next face seven-time 

champion Novak Djokovic or third 
seed Felix Auger-Aliassime in Fri-
day’s last-four clash. Barring a spell 
in the second set when the champi-
on appeared a little hesitant, Sinner 
never looked to be in any trouble. Not 
even the mid-afternoon heat could 
bother him. It had been a good day.

After dropping the opening set and 
falling an early break behind in the 
second, Struff raised his aggression 

further, using his heavy forehand 
and well-timed ventures to the net 
to unsettle Sinner. The World No. 74 
responded immediately with a break 
back and continued to apply that 
same pressure throughout the set, 
eventually earning a set point at 5-4, 
30/40.

Yet Sinner showcased his com-
posure in the biggest moments, es-
caping danger with three emphatic 

deliveries: two unreturned serves, 
either side of an ace. From there, the 
top seed continued to back up his 
outstanding serving with relentless 
baseline consistency, firing his way 
through the second-set tie-break be-
fore maintaining his control for the 
remainder of the two-hour, 35-min-
ute match.

“The second set could have ended 
in a different way,” Sinner said in his 
on-court interview. “Tie-breaks are 
always 50/50. If you are one set all or 
two sets up, it’s a big [difference]. So 
in the third set, I was a little bit more 
relaxed, for sure.

“His percentage of first serves 
dropped a little bit, which helped me 
feel slightly more comfortable. I’m 
very happy to finish in three sets, 
but he’s a very tough player to play 
against. So I’m pleased.”

Sinner had been riding a 30-match 
winning streak — a run that included 
completing the Career Golden Mas-
ters — before his shock second-round 
defeat to Juan Manuel Cerundolo at 
Roland Garros, but he has responded 
impressively upon his return to ac-
tion at Wimbledon.

MADRID, JULY 7

La Liga president Javier Tebas 
has become the latest football 
administrator to criticise FIFA 
over its decision to suspend the 
one-match World Cup ban im-
posed on United States striker 
Folarin Balogun, describing 
the episode as "the tip of the 
iceberg" of what he called a 
governance model that has 
steadily eroded the credibility 
of world football.

Balogun was shown a 
straight red card after a VAR 
review for a challenge on Bos-
nia and Herzegovina defender 
Tarik Muharemovic during the 
United States' Round of 32 vic-
tory, resulting in an automatic 
one-match suspension. How-
ever, FIFA later suspended the 
sanction for a one-year proba-
tionary period, allowing the 
Arsenal forward to feature in 
the co-hosts' Round of 16 clash 
against Belgium on Tuesday.

Despite Balogun's avail-
ability, the United States suf-
fered a 4-1 defeat to Belgium, 
ending their FIFA World Cup 

campaign. In a strongly word-
ed statement, Tebas said the 
controversy reflected deeper 
structural issues within FIFA 
rather than being an isolated 
disciplinary decision.

"The waiver of the sanc-
tion on U.S. player Balogun 
is neither an anecdote nor an 
isolated error. It is, quite sim-
ply, the tip of the iceberg of 
a governance model that has 
been eroding the credibility of 
FIFA and football in general for 
many years," Tebas wrote on X. 
He argued that football's gov-
erning body had increasingly 
interpreted or altered rules for 
convenience while failing to 
engage with domestic leagues, 
which he said form the back-
bone of professional football 
throughout the year. "When 
rules can be interpreted or 
modified as convenient; when 
the most consequential deci-
sions are made without gen-
uine dialogue and agreement 
with national and domestic 
leagues... the problem stops 
being a specific resolution and 
becomes the system itself.

La Liga president slams FIFA 
over Balogun ban reversal

IOC provisionally lifts suspension 
of Russian Olympic Committee
LAUSANNE, JULY 7

The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has pro-
visionally lifted the suspen-
sion of the Russian Olympic 
Committee that had been in 
effect since October 2023.

However, the Russian 
athletes returning to inter-
national competition must 
be part of a national (RU-
SADA/ROC) anti-doping 
programme (including risk 
assessment, test distribu-
tion plan, and results man-
agement) that is delegated 
to the International Testing 
Agency (ITA), the IOC de-
cided.

"The decision was taken 
following a thorough analy-
sis by the IOC's Legal Affairs 
Commission, considering 
that the ROC no longer in-
cludes as its members any 
regional sports organisa-
tions in territories falling 

under the jurisdiction of the 
National Olympic Commit-
tee of Ukraine," the IOC said 
in a statement.

"IOC will take a decision 
in relation to the display of 
the Russian flag, anthem, 
colours or any identifica-
tions for the Olympic Games 
at the appropriate time," the 
statement added.

The IOC said it will con-
tinue to "not organise IOC 
events in Russia or invite 
Russian government or state 
officials to its events."

With the qualification 
period for both the LA28 

Olympic Games and the Do-
lomiti Valtellina 2028 Win-
ter Youth Olympic Games 
having started, and the need 
to offer equal access to these 
competitions to all athletes, 
the IOC EB decided that its 
recommendation to Interna-
tional Federations (IFs) and 
international sports event 
organisers, first issued on 
February 28, 2022 and re-
peated on March 28, 2023, 
related to Russian athletes 
and teams, including the 
protective measures, are no 
longer applicable.

In accordance with the 
Olympic Charter, and as 
applicable to all NOCs in 
general when selecting the 
athletes participating in 
the Olympic Games, the 
ROC must ensure that Rus-
sian athletes’ “selection [for 
the Olympic Games] shall 
be based not only on their 
sports performance.

India’s CWG 
2026 contingent 

given grand 
send-off

NEW DELHI, JULY 7

The Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) on Tuesday accorded a 
grand send-off to India's con-
tingent for the Commonwealth 
Games 2026 while unveiling the 
official ceremonial and compe-
tition kit that Team India will 
wear during the 23rd edition of 
the Games to be held at Glasgow 
from July 23 to August 2.

The ceremony brought to-
gether athletes, coaches, support 
staff, dignitaries, and partners as 
Team India embarks on its jour-
ney to Scotland with hopes of an-
other successful Commonwealth 
Games (CWG) campaign.

The event was attended by 
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Union 
Minister of Youth Affairs & 
Sports; Dr. PT Usha, President, 
Indian Olympic Association; Her 
Excellency Lindy Cameron, Brit-
ish High Commissioner to India; 
Giriraj Singh, Union Minister of 
Textiles; Hari Ranjan Rao, Sec-
retary, Department of Sports; 
Rohit Rajpal, Chef de Mission.

Wimbledon: Sinner remains on course, 
safely through to semis with win over Struff

NOTTINGHAM, JULY 7

England produced a clinical all-round 
performance to thrash Team India by 
125 runs in the third T20I at Trent 
Bridge, taking a commanding 2-0 
lead in the five-match series after the 
opening game was washed out. With 
two more matches to go, England can't 
lose this series against the reigning 
T20 World Cup winner. Asked to bat 
first, England piled up an imposing 
201/7 in their 20 overs, riding on a flu-
ent 70 off 44 balls from Phil Salt. The 
opener struck aggressively at the top 
before Sam Curran’s late cameo of 41 
off just 24 deliveries ensured the hosts 
crossed the 200-run mark. Jos Buttler 
chipped in with 36, while England re-
covered well despite losing a couple of 
quick wickets in the middle overs.

For India, debutant Prince Yadav 
was the standout bowler, claiming 
2-30 and making an immediate im-
pact by dismissing Harry Brook and 
later removing the dangerous Salt. The 
visitors also effected three run-outs 
but failed to contain England’s scoring 
rate in the death overs.

In reply, India’s batting crumbled 
under sustained pressure from En-

gland’s pace attack. Chasing 202, the 
visitors were bundled out for just 76 
in 11.4 overs, suffering one of their 
heaviest defeats in T20I cricket. En-
gland’s bowlers struck regularly, leav-
ing India with no opportunity to build 
partnerships as wickets fell in clusters 
throughout the innings.

The comprehensive victory gives 
England complete control of the series, 
while India must win the remaining 
two matches to avoid a series defeat.

Prince Yadav and Harshit Rana 
claimed two wickets each, but England 
rode on a 43-ball 70 by opener Phil 
Salt and some late hitting by Sam Cur-
ran (41*) to post a challenging 201/7 
in 20 overs in the crucial third T20I of 
the five-match series at Trent Bridge in 
Nottingham on Tuesday.

Yadav, who was brought in place of 
Ravi Bishnoi for his first match against 
England, claimed his first two interna-
tional wickets in claiming 2-30 while 
Rana bagged two in two balls in the 
middle overs for 2-40 as India fought 
back after Salt and Jos Buttler (38) 
had given the hosts a slow but good 
start in what is a must-win match for 
the visitors who have lost the second 
match in Manchester after the first 

game was abandoned without a result 
because of heavy rains.

They reached 49/1 in the Power-play 
with Buttler back in the den after be-
ing castled by him with a yorker, which 
deflected off the batter's toes onto the 
leg stump, for his first wicket,

The pacer from Uttar Pradesh then 
got England captain Harry Brook, get-
ting him to offer a catch to Abhishek 
Sharma for 16 off 12 balls. Rana then 
got into the act, taking the wickets of 
dangerman Jacob Bethell (13) and 
Tom Banton off successive balls as En-
gland slipped to 111/4 at the 12th end 
of the 12th over. Salt, who had kept 
going from the other end, raised 47 
runs for the fifth wicket with Curran, 
going on to reach his fifty in 36 balls, 
hitting six boundaries and one six. He 
was eventually out for 70 off 43 balls, 
caught by Arshdeep Singh off Axar Pa-
tel. He slammed seven fours and three 
sixes, claiming 18 runs in one over be-
fore Axar had the last laugh.

Curran then took over the mantle of 
scoring quick runs for England, ham-
mering four fours in his 24-ball 41 not 
out. Will Jacks struck a couple of sixes 
in his 14 off seven balls to help propel 
England past 200.
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Post the debacle of Raja Saab, all 
eyes are now on Prabhas’s nexr 
Fauzi, which is being directed by 

Hanu Raghavapudi. Imanvi Ismail makes 
her Telugu debut with the Prabhas starrer, 
and there was a lot of hype around her dur-
ing the launch of the film. But with the film 
getting delayed time and again, the buzz 
around the young heroine has also died 
down. Post the launch of the film, everyone 
thought that she would get multiple offers 
after sharing screen space with Prabhas. 
Sadly, nothing of that sort has happened, 
as Imanvi is yet to sign any Telugu film to 
date. On the other hand, industry gossip 
suggests that she has signed a bond with the 
makers of Fauzi which states that until the 

film releases, she is not allowed to sign any 
other film. So, this clause has also prevent-
ed Imanvi from signing any other project. 
There is also no update about her signing or 
being in discussions with any other banner. 
Apart from the launch day of Fauzi, Imanvi 
was nowhere to be seen, and this has creat-
ed even more curiosity among the audience 
as to what she is up to. Coming to Fauzi, a 
few key portions of the shoot are still pend-
ing, and if reports are to be believed, Prab-
has is expected to join the team in August. 
Meanwhile, the makers are also working on 
content for the film’s release date announce-
ment. If everything goes as planned, fans 
may also get a glimpse from the film along 
with the big update.

What’s Next 
for Fauzi Girl 

Imanvi?

OG2 Blast 
On Pawan’s 
BIRTHDAY?

Music director Thaman has 
teased a major OG update 
during a recent event, spark-

ing excitement among fans. Reports sug-
gest the film’s glimpse will be unveiled on 
Pawan Kalyan’s birthday in September. 
Interestingly, the OG part 1 glimpse was 
also released on September 2, creating 
massive hype and taking the internet by 
storm.

Tamil Nadu has found its new chief min-
ister in the form of Thalapathy Vijay, 
and he is doing a pretty strong job as 

the head of the state. While his political career 
has started to witness a remarkable upswing, 
his cinema career has been going up and down. 
His upcoming film Jana Nayagan is set for re-
lease this month and the stage is being pre-
pared for the same. As much as fans are waiting 
for this film, Vijay ‘s political opponents are 
also looking for the opportunity to attack him 
with the same. If this film has any case of black 
ticketing or elevated ticket prices, Vijay will 
immediately face allegations of power abuse, 
and corruption. It appears that he has under-
stood the situation already and is preparing 
the policing for the same. It is being said that 
the government have instructed authorities to 
conduct raids on theatres and if anyone is found 
selling tickets above the permitted price, the li-
cence could be cancelled. Vijay’s antifans and 
also his political opponents including the DMK 
supporters will be patiently waiting for his slip 
up and pounce on any opportunity. If we set 
aside the film prospect, any kind of ticket pric-
es issue can directly haunt the political image 
of Vijay and he needs to be extremely cautious 
of the same. The responsibility will fall on the 
production house, KVN productions to oversee 
the entire release aspect and ensure that Vijay 
does not get any blame or negative attention in 
this passage.

Vijay’s Strict  
Rule For Jana 

Nayagan Release

Nupur Mukherjee  
Sets Her Sights on Tollywood

BY DR. SUNEELKUMAR YANDRA

Young actress Nupur Mukher-
jee is all set to make a mark 
in Tollywood with her passion 

for acting and a determination to take 
on performance-oriented roles. Rather 
than being confined to glamorous ap-
pearances, the actress says she is keen on 

portraying diverse characters that leave 
a lasting impression on audiences. Having 
already gained experience across television, 
short films, web series, music videos and 
modelling, Nupur believes the Telugu film 

industry offers the perfect platform for 
talented newcomers. She hopes to earn 

recognition through content-driven 

films and meaningful performances.
Nupur has appeared in several ETV pro-

grammes and has built an impressive port-
folio through short films including Athma-
bhimanam, Rare Love, Neethi Charithra, 
Beeramalli, Mythri BPO, Kiladitho Abbay-
ilu, Village Lo Baby, Manasu Mamakaram, 
Deeyamtho Sarasaalu, Mordopu Pellamanni 
Chesukunte Muthimidu Tannindi, Amma 
Prema, Mechanic Love Story and Condom 
Kashtalu. Her television credits include 
Gharana Mogudu, Paluke Bangaram and 
the Hindi serial Shahazaadi. She has also 
featured in the web series Ladies Club and 
Moguds-Pellams. In addition, Nupur has 
appeared in popular private music videos 
such as Yellamma DJ 1, Yellamma DJ 2, Pel-
li Sambaram, Gurthunda Bava, Black and 

White, Satthigaadiki Rank Vacchey and Nu-
vvu Nakku Prema Isthe. She also performed 
a special song, Gummani Nenu, in the film 
Danger Devil. The actress is now looking 
forward to the release of her upcoming films 
Gali Bangla and Sarkar Bai, which she hopes 
will further establish her in Tollywood. Apart 
from acting, Nupur has worked as a model for 
leading brands including Kalyan Jewellers, 
H&M, Fastrack and Parachute. “The Telugu 
film industry is a wonderful platform. I want 
to be remembered for my performances and 
by playing versatile roles that connect with 
the audience,” says Nupur Mukherjee. With a 
growing body of work and an eye on challeng-
ing roles, Nupur Mukherjee is steadily mov-
ing towards becoming one of the promising 
young faces in Tollywood.

Nikhil Distributes 
School Kits To 1000 Students

Hero Nikhil took part in a 
heartwarming social initi-
ative by distributing school 

kits to 1000 students studying in gov-
ernment schools in Bhimavaram. The 
distribution drive was organized un-
der the leadership of Rakshadal Ma-
hender, reaffirming the importance of 
supporting education and encouraging 
students to pursue their dreams. The 
school kits included books, notebooks, 
and other essential learning materi-
als. The initiative received an over-
whelming response from students, 
teachers, and parents alike. Address-
ing the gathering, Nikhil emphasized 

that education is the most powerful 
tool to transform one’s future. He 
encouraged students to study with 
dedication, work hard towards achiev-
ing their goals, and strive to excel 
in every sphere of life. He also urged 
them to always respect their parents 
and teachers, describing them as the 
guiding forces behind every student’s 
success. The actor appreciated the ef-
forts of the Rakshadal organization for 
consistently serving society through 
meaningful welfare activities. On the 
professional front, Nikhil is awaiting 
the release of Swayambhu which is in 
the final phase of post-production.

Suriya’s Remuneration  
Set To Touch  

100 Crore?
According to Tamil media reports, 

Suriya is set to command a remu-
neration of 100 crore following the 

blockbuster success of Karuppu. The re-
ports claim this will become his standard 
salary starting with Suriya49, marking a 
significant milestone in the actor’s career.

Kriti Sanon is one of the 
talented actors who 
debuted in Telugu 

first and later went on to make 
a wonderful career in Bolly-
wood. The actress even won 

a National Film Award for her 
performance in the film Mimi. During the 
film’s shoot, the actor had to gain weight, 
and around the same time, she decided 
to freeze her eggs. Kriti Sanon decided to 
do this to cope with the physical changes 
that come with egg freezing. “I froze my 
eggs very smartly, and I did it during that 
time when I had to gain weight for Mimi. 

It makes you bloat, and I was anyway gain-
ing weight. I spoke to someone who told me 

this is the best thing you can do for your-
self if you can. It’s the best gift that you 

can give yourself. It stayed on my mind. 
Then, when I was told to gain weight, 

I thought this was the right time to 
do it,” she said in a recent interview. 

Egg freezing is a medical procedure 
in which a woman’s eggs are collected, 

frozen, and stored for future use, allow-
ing her the option of trying for pregnancy 

later in life. The process generally involves 
hormonal injections to stimulate egg produc-

tion, which can cause temporary bloating and 
other physical changes. Many women, includ-

ing actors, choose to undergo the procedure for 
personal or medical reasons, though it contin-
ues to spark debates with both supporters and 
critics expressing different views.  On the work 
front, Kriti Sanon was last seen in Cocktail 2 and 
will next be seen in Don 3.

Kriti Egg 
Freezing 

Story!
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