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HYDERABAD, JULY 17

 The State government on 
Friday launched the New 
Employees Health Scheme 
(NEHS), offering compre-
hensive cashless medical 
treatment to around 8 lakh 
government employees and 
pensioners, along with nearly 
29.8 lakh dependent family 
members. Deputy Chief Min-
ister Bhatti Vikramarka, along 

with Health Minister Damo-
dar Rajanarasimha, formally 
launched the scheme at the 
State Secretariat and distribut-
ed health cards to employees.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Bhatti Vikramarka said the 
scheme was introduced to 
provide government employ-
ees with a dependable and 
worry-free healthcare secu-
rity system. He noted that 
many employees and their 

families had fallen into debt 
due to rising medical expens-
es, and the new initiative was 
designed to ensure access to 
quality healthcare without fi-
nancial burden.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
said the scheme reflects the 
government's commitment to 
employee welfare under the 
leadership of Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy. 

Continued on Page 2 Ø 

New Employees Health Scheme 
LAUNCHED FOR STATE STAFF

Cashless treatment for 8 lakh employees and pensioners
1,816 procedures covered under CGHS rates

Telangana received ₹ 724 crore under Semicon 1.0 
for Electronics Manufacturing Clusters: Kishan Reddy

New Delhi, July 17: Union 
Minister for Coal and Mines G. 
Kishan Reddy on Friday described 
the Union Cabinet's approval of 
the Semicon 2.0 programme as 
a landmark step towards making 
India a global semiconductor hub, 
saying the initiative would create 
significant opportunities for the 
youth of Telangana, particularly 
in Hyderabad.

The Union Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
has approved the Semicon 2.0 
programme with an outlay of 
₹1.27 lakh crore over 12 years to 
strengthen India's semiconductor 

ecosystem and reduce depend-
ence on global supply chains. The 
Cabinet also cleared the Mobile 
Phone Manufacturing Scheme 
(MPMS) with an allocation of 
₹62,500 crore, taking the com-
bined investment under the two 
initiatives to nearly ₹1.9 lakh 
crore.

Kishan Reddy said the pro-
grammes would accelerate India's 
journey towards self-reliance in 
electronics manufacturing while 
positioning the country as a glob-
al destination for semiconductor 
design and production. 

Continued on Page 2 Ø

Semicon 2.0 to Boost 
India's Chip Ambitions

"
Hyderabad already has 

a strong ecosystem in 
IT, pharmaceuticals, 

defence and electronics 
design, making 

Telangana well placed 
to attract semiconductor 

fabrication units, 
assembly and testing 

facilities, design 
centres and research 

institutions.

Modi Unveils 
India's First 

Hydrogen Train

JIND (HARYANA), JULY 17\

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Friday flagged off India's first hy-
drogen fuel-powered passenger train 
from Jind, marking a significant 
milestone in the country's transition 
towards clean energy and sustaina-
ble rail transport. The launch places 
India among a select group of nations 
developing hydrogen-powered rail-
way technology and positions Harya-
na as the country's first hub for green 
rail innovation. The Prime Minister 
also inaugurated and laid the founda-
tion stones for nine development pro-
jects worth ₹14,721 crore, spanning 
railways, highways, healthcare and 
cultural infrastructure.

Hydrogen Train Signals 
New Era of Clean Mobility
The hydrogen-powered passenger 

train operates using fuel cells that 
convert hydrogen into electricity, 
emitting only water vapour. The pro-
ject is aimed at reducing carbon emis-

sions while promoting environmen-
tally friendly public transport and 
strengthening India's clean energy 
ambitions. Prime Minister Modi said 
the initiative reflects India's growing 
technological capability and commit-
ment to building a modern, sustaina-
ble and self-reliant transport network.

India Joins Select Nations in 
Hydrogen Rail Technology
Union Railway Minister Ashwini 

Vaishnaw described the launch as a 
historic achievement for Indian Rail-
ways, saying India has now joined the 
league of a few countries that have 
developed the complete technologi-
cal ecosystem for hydrogen-powered 
trains.

He said the hydrogen production 
plant established in Jind generates 
clean hydrogen through the electroly-
sis of water without producing harm-
ful emissions, making it a key step 
towards green mobility and environ-
mental conservation.

Continued on Page 2 Ø

Hyderabad, July 17 
(NSS): The Telangana 
High Court on Friday 
permitted the BRS party 
to hold its "Yuva San-
grama Sadassu" (Youth 
Struggle Conference) at 
Saroornagar stadium 
here on Saturday, July 
18, subject to specified 
conditions. The BRS 
had applied for permis-
sion on June 30, but the 
police denied approval 
citing law and order con-
cerns and intelligence 
inputs. Challenging the 
decision, the party's le-
gal cell approached the 
High Court, alleging 
that the Congress gov-
ernment had deliberate-
ly obstructed the event. 
After hearing both sides, 
the court allowed the 
meeting with certain 
conditions.

The conference is 
aimed at highlighting 
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HC Gives 
Nod to BRS 

Yuva Sadassu

Hyderabad, July 17: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday virtually 
inaugurated the redeveloped Hi-Tech City railway station in Hyderabad as part 
of the inauguration of 75 Amrit Bharat railway stations across 20 states under 
the Amrit Bharat Scheme. Earlier in the day,  Narendra Modi flagged off India’s 
first hydrogen-powered train between Jind and Sonipat from Jind in Haryana. 
The PM stated that Jind and Haryana havwe permanently etched their names 
in the pages of history. Besides being completely � Continued on Page 2 Ø

Modi Opens Hi-Tech City 

Railway Station

HYDERABAD, JULY 17

 The State Cabinet, at its 36th 
meeting chaired by Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy, approved 
a series of major decisions, in-
cluding a comprehensive Spe-
cial Enquiry Team (SET) probe 
into alleged irregularities in the 
Dharani land records portal, 
a statewide emergency action 
plan to tackle the impact of El 
Niño-induced drought condi-
tions, and key legislative re-
forms aimed at strengthening 
local governance and promoting 
social inclusion.

Following the Cabinet meet-
ing, Ministers Ponguleti Srin-
ivasa Reddy, Jupally Krishna 
Rao, Ponnam Prabhakar, and 
Adluri Laxman Kumar ad-
dressed the media and outlined 
the government's decisions.

Comprehensive SET 
Probe into Dharani 
Portal
Taking a firm stand against 

alleged land record irregulari-

ties, the Cabinet approved the 
constitution of a Special En-
quiry Team (SET) to conduct a 
comprehensive inquiry into the 
functioning of the Dharani Por-
tal.

The investigation will cover 
the entire lifecycle of the portal, 

beginning with its conceptual-
ization, tendering process, im-
plementation, and subsequent 
operations, while also examin-
ing allegations of corruption and 
administrative lapses.

The SET has been directed to 
Continued on Page 2 Ø

Cabinet Orders
SET on DHARANI

Approves El Niño Relief Measures
The SET has full authority to uncover every irreg-
ularity in the Dharani Portal. At the same time, 
our priority is to protect drinking water, support 
farmers, and ensure uninterrupted power during 
the El Niño crisis while keeping public welfare at 
the heart of governance.� — CM Revanth Reddy

₹20 Crore Sanctioned 
for Construction of Centre

 Minister Sridhar Babu 
Thanks Chief Minister 

Revanth Reddy and  
Minister Komatireddy 

Venkat Reddy

Hyderabad, July 17: The 
Telangana Government has 
approved the establishment of 
a National Academy of Con-
struction (NAC) Skill Develop-
ment Centre in Manthani, Ped-
dapalli district, and sanctioned 
₹20 crore for the construction 
of the centre's building.

The administrative orders 
were issued on Friday by Vikas 

Raj, Special Chief Secretary, 
Transport, Roads & Buildings 
(TR&B) Department.

The NAC Skill Development 
Centre is expected to play a 
significant role in creating a 
highly skilled workforce to 
meet the evolving demands of 
the construction industry. The 
centre will provide skill train-
ing of international standards, 
equipping youth with the latest 
technologies and modern con-
struction practices.

The centre will offer both 
short-term and long-term 
training programmes, en-
abling trainees to pursue 
self-employment opportunities 
as well as secure placements in 
leading national and interna-

tional companies.
Expressing his happiness 

over the establishment of the 
prestigious NAC Skill Devel-
opment Centre in Manthani, 
Telangana Minister for IT and 
Industries, Duddilla Sridhar 
Babu, thanked Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy and Min-
ister for Roads & Buildings 
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy for 
approving the project.

The Minister said the centre 
would serve as a hub for quality 
skill development for the youth 
of North Telangana, enhancing 
their employability and open-
ing up opportunities in the 
construction sector across In-
dia and abroad.

NAC Skill Development Centre to be 
Established in Manthani

BOX-OFFICE 12
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He said the decision was 

taken from a humanitarian 
perspective after extensive con-
sultations with employee repre-
sentatives. Bhatti Vikramarka 
said a Cabinet Sub-Committee, 
constituted by the Chief Minis-
ter, examined the issues faced by 
employees and framed the pol-
icy for the new health scheme. 
The committee, chaired by the 
Deputy Chief Minister, includ-
ed Ministers Duddilla Sridhar 
Babu, Ponnam Prabhakar, and 
Seethakka.

Under the scheme, benefi-
ciaries will receive cashless 
inpatient treatment at 886 
empanelled private hospitals 
across the State. A total of 1,816 
medical and surgical proce-
dures will be covered based on 
Central Government Health 
Scheme (CGHS) package rates.

To ensure transparency and 
effective implementation, the 
government has established 

a dedicated trust with equal 
representation from govern-
ment officials and employee 
associations. The Deputy Chief 
Minister also announced that 
the government is clearing 
nearly ₹10,000 crore in pend-
ing medical reimbursement 
bills accumulated over the pre-
vious administration. He said 
around ₹2,000 crore is being 
released every month to settle 
the pending claims and added 
that he personally reviews the 
progress every fortnight to en-
sure timely clearance.

Criticising the previous gov-
ernment, Bhatti Vikramarka 
alleged that employees' de-
mands for improved health 
security had remained unad-
dressed despite repeated pro-
tests and statewide agitations 
over the past decade.

Highlighting the govern-
ment's broader healthcare 
initiatives, he said the Rajiv 
Aarogyasri health insurance 

coverage has been enhanced 
from ₹5 lakh to ₹10 lakh, while 
free corporate healthcare is be-
ing extended to 1.06 crore eli-
gible families across the State.

He urged government em-
ployees to work with greater 
dedication and serve as a bridge 
between the government and 
the public by supporting the 
implementation of welfare pro-
grammes, including the supply 
of fine-quality rice to poor fam-
ilies, free bus travel for women, 
free electricity for farmers, and 
200 units of free power for eli-
gible households.

Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju, 
Health Principal Secretary Dr. 
Christina Z. Chongthu, Edu-
cation Secretary Yogita Rana, 
Special Chief Secretary (GAD) 
Ben Hur Mahesh Dutt Ekka, 
Finance Principal Secretary 
Sandeep Kumar Sultania, and 
representatives of various em-
ployee associations attended 
the launch ceremony.

New Employees Health Scheme 
LAUNCHED FOR STATE STAFF
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the Congress government's 

alleged failure to implement 
key promises made under its 
"Youth Declaration", includ-
ing the Mega DSC recruitment 
drive, filling government job 
vacancies and providing unem-
ployment allowances.

The venue carries political 
significance as the Congress had 
unveiled its Youth Declaration at 
the same Saroornagar Stadium 
before the Assembly elections in 
the presence of Congress leader 
Priyanka Gandhi.

BRS working president K.T. 
Rama Rao is scheduled to ad-
dress the gathering and outline 
the party's future course of ac-
tion on youth and employment 
issues. Following the High 
Court's order, BRS leaders ap-
pealed to students and unem-
ployed youth from across Tel-
angana to participate in large 
numbers, saying the verdict 
has boosted the morale of par-
ty workers.

HC Gives 
Nod to BRS 

Yuva Sadassu
KTR hails HC nod for

Yuva Sangrama Sadassu 
Hyderabad, July 

17 : BRS working 
president KT Rama 
Rao  intensified his 
criticism of the cur-
rent Congress ad-
ministration, alleging 
that the Revanth Red-
dy-led government is 
attempting to silence 
the concerns of unem-
ployed young people. 

KT Rama Rao on 
Friday expressed his 
satisfaction with the 
High Court’s decision 
to permit the party’s 
Yuva Sangrama Sa-
dassu at Saroorna-
gar Stadium, stating 
that the government’s 
efforts to block the 
gathering had been 
unsuccessful, as the 
High Court affirmed 
the party’s democratic 
right to convene the 
youth meeting. 

He asserted that de-
spite the obstacles pre-
sented by the Congress 
government, the BRS 
would persist in advo-
cating for issues rel-
evant to unemployed 
youth and students. 
He encouraged stu-
dents and individuals 
seeking employment 
to attend the event in 
large numbers to hold 
the ruling Congress 
accountable for its 
unfulfilled promises 
made under the Youth 
Declaration.

Separately, BRS 
general secretary, R.S. 
Praveen Kumar, indi-
cated that the party 
respects the court’s 
ruling and is com-
mitted to ensuring a 
peaceful convention. 
He strongly object-
ed to the arguments 

presented by the state 
government’s repre-
sentatives in court, 
which characterised 
the BRS as a threat to 
law and order. 

Praveen Kumar also 
criticised the govern-
ment for what he de-
scribed as a violation 
of democratic princi-
ples, despite its claims 
of upholding the Con-
stitution.

The BRS leader 
drew a parallel to 
the Congress’s own 
pre-election rallies, 
questioning the cur-
rent refusal to grant 
permission for an 
opposition event. He 
added that volunteers 
would be assigned to 
facilitate the smooth 
execution of the event 
and minimise any 
traffic disruptions.

Øfrom page 1
undertake a retrospective scru-

tiny of nearly six years of trans-
actions, covering the period from 
the launch of the Dharani Portal 
on October 29, 2020, to the pres-
ent. The investigation will exam-
ine all suspicious land registra-
tions, mutations (changes in land 
records), ownership transfers, 
and transactions involving agri-
cultural lands, assigned lands, 
and government lands. The in-
quiry will also identify procedur-
al violations, fraudulent activities, 
and any misuse of the digital land 
administration system.

Cabinet Clears 
Emergency El Niño 
and Drought Action Plan
Expressing serious concern 

over the prevailing climatic con-
ditions, the Cabinet noted that 
no part of Telangana has received 
normal rainfall, with the state 
currently recording a 30 to 35 per-
cent rainfall deficit, raising fears 
of severe drought conditions. To 
address the emerging crisis, the 
Cabinet approved a comprehen-
sive emergency response plan 
aimed at safeguarding drink-

ing water supplies, supporting 
farmers, and strengthening dis-
trict-level preparedness.

Drinking Water to 
Receive Top Priority
The Cabinet directed that all 

available water stored in major 
reservoirs, irrigation projects, 
and water bodies across the state 
should be utilized primarily for 
drinking water needs, giving pri-
ority to human consumption over 
irrigation wherever necessary to 
prevent a drinking water crisis.

Advisory for Farmers and 
Agriculture Support
Farmers and water-right hold-

ers have been advised to shift to-

wards Irrigated Dry (ID) crops, 
which require comparatively less 
water. To assist farmers with sci-
entific guidance, crop planning, 
and drought management, the 
government has launched a ded-
icated agriculture-led toll-free 
helpline operating from Praja 
Bhavan.

Toll-Free Helpline: 
1-800-123-7157
Working Hours: Daily 
from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
District Administrations 
on High Alert
The Cabinet instructed all Dis-

trict Collectors to remain on high 
alert throughout the drought pe-

riod. Officials have been directed 
to respond immediately to drink-
ing water complaints, closely 
monitor water availability, coor-
dinate relief measures, and en-
sure uninterrupted power supply 
across domestic, agricultural, and 
industrial sectors.

Central Assistance to 
be Sought
Recognizing the scale of the 

crisis, the State Government will 
formally write to the Central 
Government seeking immediate 
financial assistance. The Cabinet 
also decided to request the Centre 
to deploy a special central assess-

ment team to evaluate crop losses, 
water shortages, and the overall 
impact of drought conditions 
across Telangana.

District-Level Review 
Meetings on July 20
The Cabinet decided that on 

July 20, District In-charge Min-
isters, along with senior IAS of-
ficers, scientists, agriculture ex-
perts, and public representatives, 
will conduct district-level review 
meetings to assess local condi-
tions, identify crop damage, and 
formulate district-specific mitiga-
tion strategies.

Simultaneously, State Planning 
Board Vice Chairman G. Chinna 
Reddy will lead an expert com-
mittee tasked with preparing 
a comprehensive report on the 
overall impact of El Niño and 
drought on Telangana's agricul-
ture sector and recommending 
long-term policy measures.

Cabinet Approves Key 
Legislative and Social 
Welfare Reforms
Alongside the drought re-

sponse and land reforms, the 
Cabinet also approved significant 
amendments to state legislation 

aimed at improving governance, 
financial management, and social 
inclusion.

Transgender 
Representation in 
Municipal Governance
In a landmark step toward in-

clusive governance, the Cabinet 
approved amendments to the Tel-
angana Municipalities Act, 2019, 
enabling transgender persons to 
be nominated as co-opted mem-
bers in Municipal Corporations. 
The decision is intended to en-
sure greater representation of the 
transgender community in urban 
local governance and policy-mak-
ing.

Gram Panchayat 
Financial Reforms
The Cabinet also approved 

amendments to the Telangana 
Panchayat Raj Act, 2018, allow-
ing Gram Panchayats to securely 
deposit and manage their insti-
tutional funds in Nationalized 
Banks, Cooperative Banks, and 
Post Offices. The move is expect-
ed to improve financial flexibil-
ity, enhance transparency, and 
strengthen fund management at 
the village level.

CABINET ORDERSSET ON DHARANI
Øfrom page 1

Highlighting the Centre's achievements under 
the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, 
the Union Minister said electronics manufactur-
ing had grown from ₹1.9 lakh crore in 2014-15 to 
₹13 lakh crore in 2025-26, while electronics ex-
ports increased from ₹38,000 crore to ₹3.3 lakh 
crore during the same period. Mobile phone 
manufacturing rose to ₹5.45 lakh crore, and ex-
ports touched ₹2 lakh crore, making the sector 
one of India's leading export industries. He said 
India has also drastically reduced its depend-
ence on imported mobile phones, with 99.2 per 
cent of mobile phones sold in the country now 
being manufactured domestically.

Referring to the achievements under Semicon 
1.0, Kishan Reddy said 68,000 students across 
315 universities were trained in semiconductor 
design using advanced Electronic Design Au-
tomation (EDA) tools. In Telangana, 27 institu-
tions, including IIT Hyderabad, IIIT Hyderabad, 
University of Hyderabad, NIT Warangal, JNTU 
Hyderabad, BITS Hyderabad and Osmania Uni-
versity, participated in the programme.

The Minister said 105 startups across the 
country are already engaged in semiconductor 
chip design, developing products for satellite 
communications, drones, surveillance systems, 
IoT devices, artificial intelligence hardware, tel-
ecom equipment and smart meters.

He also highlighted the Centre's support for 
Telangana's electronics manufacturing ecosys-
tem. Under Semicon 1.0, the Centre sanctioned 
₹724 crore for Electronics Manufacturing Clus-
ters (EMCs), including projects at E-City/Fab 
City, Maheshwaram, Hyderabad and Divitipalli 
in Mahabubnagar district.

According to Kishan Reddy, Semicon 2.0 will 
focus on chip design, semiconductor equipment 
and materials, fabrication plants, ATMP and 
OSAT facilities, advanced research and devel-
opment, and talent development. India's first 
silicon fabrication plant is expected to become 
operational by 2028.

He said Hyderabad already possesses a strong 
ecosystem in information technology, pharma-
ceuticals, defence, electronics design and in-
novation, making Telangana well positioned to 
attract semiconductor fabrication units, assem-
bly and testing facilities, design centres and re-
search institutions.

The Union Minister urged the Telangana 
government to fully leverage the opportunities 
created under Semicon 2.0 and the new Mobile 
Phone Manufacturing Scheme to attract fresh 
investments into the State.

The MPMS, to be implemented from 2026-
27 to 2030-31, aims to expand domestic mobile 
phone manufacturing, strengthen the supply 
chain, increase local value addition and promote 
Indian brands globally. The scheme provides 
incentives ranging from 2.25 to 5 per cent for 
manufacturing, with additional incentives for 
domestic component sourcing and research and 
development.

Kishan Reddy said the scheme is expected to 
facilitate mobile phone production worth ₹39 
lakh crore over the next five years and generate 
around 60,000 direct jobs. He noted that India's 
mobile manufacturing sector already provides 
employment to nearly 25 lakh people.

Semicon 2.0 to Boost 
India's Chip Ambitions

Modi Unveils 
India's First...
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Railways Undergo Major 
Transformation
Highlighting the transformation 

of Indian Railways over the past dec-
ade, Vaishnaw said the introduction 
of Vande Bharat and Amrit Bharat 
trains, station redevelopment, track 
modernisation and the launch of hy-
drogen trains demonstrate the gov-
ernment's focus on creating a world-
class railway system.

He added that railway infrastruc-
ture investment in Haryana has risen 
sharply, with projects worth nearly 
₹18,000 crore currently under imple-
mentation. Under the Amrit Bharat 
Station Scheme, 34 railway stations 
across the state are being upgraded 
with modern passenger amenities.

Major Infrastructure 
Projects Inaugurated
Alongside the hydrogen train 

launch, Prime Minister Modi ded-
icated the Haryana section of the 
Delhi-Jammu-Katra Expressway to 
the nation and inaugurated the Am-
bala-Kala Amb and Jind-Gohana Na-
tional Highways. He also inaugurated 

the Kurukshetra Elevated Railway 
Track to ease urban traffic congestion.

Healthcare and Heritage 
Receive Boost
The Prime Minister inaugurated 

two government medical colleges at 
Bhiwani and Koriawas (Narnaul), 
which are expected to expand medical 
education, increase MBBS seats and 
improve access to advanced health-
care across the region.

He also laid the foundation stone 
for a Sikh Museum at Kurukshetra. 
The museum will showcase Sikh his-
tory, the teachings of the Gurus, their 
valour and sacrifices, and the com-
munity's contribution to India's civ-
ilisational heritage through modern 
technology.

Step Towards 
Sustainable Future
The launch of India's first hydrogen 

passenger train is expected to pave 
the way for wider adoption of hydro-
gen-powered rail technology across 
the country, reinforcing India's com-
mitment to clean energy, technologi-
cal innovation and sustainable trans-
portation.

Øfrom page 1
emission-free, India’s Hydrogen 

Train stands as a remarkably suc-
cessful testament to "Make in India", 
he noted.  The station has been mod-
ernized with a new station building, 
improved waiting halls, lifts, escala-
tors, Divyangjan-friendly facilities, 
digital signages and other passenger 
amenities at a cost of Rs.35.61 crore.

A parallel inauguration ceremony 
was held at Hi-Tech City Railway Sta-
tion, attended by MLC A.V.N. Reddy, 
South Central Railway General Man-
ager Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, Se-
cunderabad DRM R Gopalakrishnan 
and other railway officials. Address-
ing the gathering, A.V.N. Reddy said 

the Centre has undertaken railway 
development projects worth over 
Rs.40,000 crore in Telangana and 
emphasized that the Union Govern-
ment is strengthening connectivity 
through major investments in rail 
infrastructure.

SCR General Manager Sanjay Ku-
mar Srivastava said Hi-Tech City is 
among the 75 redeveloped stations 
inaugurated nationwide and high-
lighted that redevelopment work at 
other Amrit stations in Telangana is 
progressing on schedule.

The event also featured prize 
distribution for essay, drawing, 
painting and selfie competitions 
organised to mark the station's 

transformation, along with cultural 
performances.

BJP Telangana President N Ram-
chander Rao, who attended the Hy-
derabad event as chief guest, claimed 
that the Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment has brought transformational 
changes to Indian Railways. He stat-
ed that Telangana's annual railway 
allocation has increased from Rs.500 
crore before 2014 to Rs.4,900 crore 
as on date, and noted that 41 rail-
way stations in the state are being 
modernized. He also said five Vande 
Bharat trains are currently operating 
from Hyderabad and that plans are 
underway for future high-speed and 
bullet train corridors. 

Modi Opens Hi-Tech City Railway Station

HYDERABAD, JULY 17 

To ensure uninterrupted power 
generation across Telangana, the 
Singareni Collieries Company Lim-
ited (SCCL) is supplying adequate 
coal to all thermal power stations 
in the State. In view of the prevail-
ing El Niño conditions, which have 
significantly increased electricity 
demand, SCCL Chairman & Man-
aging Director Dr. Buddhaprakash 
Jyoti, has directed officials to ac-
cord the highest priority to coal 
transportation and further enhance 
supplies to thermal power plants.

A coordination meeting through 
video conference was held on Fri-
day between SCCL CMD Dr. Bud-
dhaprakash Jyoti, and TGGENCO 
CMD Dr. Harish, along with senior 
officials of both organisations, to 
review the current power demand, 
coal production, transportation 
and other related issues.

Addressing the meeting, Bud-

dhaprakash Jyoti, said that the 
rising electricity demand under the 
prevailing El Niño conditions re-
quires close coordination between 
SCCL and TGGENCO to ensure 
adequate coal stocks at all thermal 
power stations in the State.

He stated that special officers 
would be designated to closely mon-
itor uninterrupted coal transporta-
tion and resolve operational issues 
on a priority basis.

Officials of SCCL's marketing de-
partment informed the CMD that 
around 72% of the coal produced 

by SCCL is presently being sup-
plied to TGGENCO thermal power 
stations, NTPC Ramagundam and 
the Singareni Thermal Power Plant. 
However, considering the increas-
ing power demand and keeping 
the State's interests foremost, the 
CMD directed that greater priori-
ty be given to meeting the coal re-
quirements of Telangana's thermal 
power stations and, if necessary, 
coal earmarked for supply to other 
States may be suitably reallocated.

The CMD further instructed 
officials of both organisations to 

continuously review the coal re-
quirements of power stations and 
maintain close coordination on coal 
production, transportation, railway 
rake availability and road transport 
logistics to ensure seamless fuel 
supply.

He also directed General Man-
agers of all SCCL Areas to take all 
necessary measures to prevent any 
disruption to coal production in 
opencast mines during the mon-
soon season. He stressed that coal 
production should not decline un-
der any circumstances and that 
quality standards must be main-
tained without compromise.

Speaking during the video con-
ference, TGGENCO CMD Harish 
reviewed the coal stock position 
at TGGENCO thermal power sta-
tions and emphasised that local 
senior officials should proactive-
ly resolve transportation bottle-
necks to ensure uninterrupted 
coal movement. 

Singareni Steps Up to Fuel 
Telangana’s Power Needs

TSCMFC  
Invites 

Beneficiaries

HYDERABAD, JULY 17 

The Telangana State 
Christian Minorities Fi-
nance Corporation (TSC-
MFC), under the Minorities 
welfare department, has 
invited online applications 
from eligible Christian mi-
nority beneficiaries for the 
Economic Support Scheme 
2026-27.

Managing Director P 
Sabitha said eligible appli-
cants can register online 
from July 19 to 31 upto 
5 pm. The scheme cov-
ers assistance for sewing 
machines, petty business 
units, E-bikes, e-scooters 
and motorbikes.

Applicants for Sewing 
Machine and Petty Busi-
ness units should be be-
tween 21 and 55 years of 
age, while applicants for 
E-Bike, E-Scooter and Mo-
tor Bike units should be 21 
to 50 years old.

Eligible families should 
have an annual income of 
less than Rs.2 lakh in ur-
ban areas and Rs.1.5 lakh 
in rural areas.

Applications can be sub-
mitted online through the 
website - tsobmms.cgg.
gov.in. Further informa-
tion is available from the 
Telangana State Christian 
Minorities Finance Corpo-
ration. Applicants may also 
contact 040-23391067 for 
assistance. 
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HYDERABAD

The Chandra Rajeswara Rao 
(CR) Foundation, which runs a 
nationally acclaimed Old Age 
Home at Kondapur in Hyder-
abad, is set to expand its el-
derly care services to Andhra 
Pradesh's capital region.

Spread across five acres in 
a serene environment, the CR 
Foundation Old Age Home is 
regarded as one of the country's 
finest institutions dedicated to 
the care and dignity of senior 
citizens. The facility was estab-
lished in fulfillment of the late 
Chandra Rajeswara Rao's vi-
sion of serving the elderly. The 
project received support from 

former Chief Ministers Kot-
la Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy and 
N.T. Rama Rao, while the then 
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu resolved administrative 

and technical hurdles, paving 
the way for the institution's 
establishment. Following the 
bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh, 
the Foundation felt the need for 

a similar institution in the new 
state capital. CR Foundation 
president Dr. K. Narayana said 
a delegation recently met Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu 
and requested allocation of land 
for setting up a model old age 
home in the capital region.

According to Narayana, the 
Chief Minister responded pos-
itively and directed Munici-
pal Administration Minister 
Narayana to examine the pro-
posal and initiate necessary ac-
tion. The Foundation expressed 
hope that the new facility would 
extend Chandra Rajeswara 
Rao's legacy of compassion-
ate service to senior citizens in 
Andhra Pradesh. 

	to Accelerate Innova-
tion for Global Snake-
bite Solutions

HYDERABAD

Recognizing snakebite enven-
oming as one of the world's most 
neglected tropical diseases and 
a major public health challenge, 
Malla Reddy Foundation for Re-
search & Innovation (MRFRI) 
and Malla Reddy Vishwavidyap-
eeth (MRV) hosted the Snake-
bite Prize Challenge, a global 
innovation initiative funded by 
Wellcome, developed and deliv-
ered by Challenge Works (CW), 
UK, and partnered in India by 
MRFRI-MRV. The programme 
brought together over 130 par-
ticipants, including startups, 
researchers, faculty members, 
innovators, scholars, clinicians, 
entrepreneurs, and industry ex-
perts to identify innovative solu-
tions that can transform snake-
bite prevention, diagnosis, treat-
ment, and patient care.

The Snakebite Prize Chal-
lenge is a global initiative that 
seeks breakthrough innovations 
capable of reducing deaths and 
disabilities caused by snakebite 
envenoming. By supporting re-
searchers, startups, healthcare 
professionals and innovators 
with funding opportunities, 
expert mentorship and global 
visibility, the programme aims 
to accelerate the development 
of scalable solutions across pre-

vention, diagnosis, treatment, 
antivenom access and post-bite 
care, particularly for vulnerable 
communities where the burden 
is highest.

The programme was inau-
gurated in the presence of Dr. 
K. N. Sudha Ramana, Chancel-
lor, MRV; Prof. Anil Kaul, Vice 
Chancellor, MRV; Prof. Hariha-
ra Prakash Ramanathan, Reg-
istrar, MRV; Dr. Kranti Kiran 
Reddy Ealla, Head, MRFRI & 
Director of Research, MRV; Dr. 
Vikas Sahu, Chief Innovation 
Officer, MRV; and Dr. Gaurav 
Gupta, CEO, MRFRI, who em-
phasized the importance of aca-
demia-industry collaboration in 
addressing neglected healthcare 
challenges through research, in-
novation and entrepreneurship. 
The event commenced with a 
welcome by Dr. Ellojita Rout, fol-
lowed by the inaugural address 
from Dr. Kranti Kiran Reddy Eal-
la, highlighting MRFRI's vision 
of creating a robust healthcare 
innovation ecosystem through 

incubation, research, clinical 
collaborations, mentorship and 
technology commercialization.

The technical sessions fea-
tured eminent experts including 
Dr. Karthikeyan Vasudevan (Sci-
entist-G, CCMB), who discussed 
the burden of snakebite in India 
and Telangana; Dr. Nagilla Ravi 
(MRIMS), who explained the 
snakebite patient journey from a 
clinician's perspective; Dr. Arshi 
Mehboob (Chief Manager, BI-
RAC) and Dr. Salaj Rana (Pro-
gram Director (R) & Scientist-D, 
AIIMS), who highlighted inno-
vation opportunities and unmet 
medical needs. Ms. Barbara Men-
doza, Challenge Works (CW), UK, 
presented the global vision of the 
Snakebite Prize Challenge and 
guided participants through the 
application process. Mr. Avinash 
Visvanathan, General Secretary, 
Friends of Snakes Society, and 
Mrs. V. Sai Lakshmi, Awareness 
Coordinator, Friends of Snakes 
Society, shared valuable insights 
from community engagement 

and the current innovation 
landscape. The panel discussion 
featuring Dr. N. Madhusudhana 
Rao, Dr. Karthikeyan Vasudevan, 
Mr. Avinash Visvanathan, Dr. Ar-
shi Mehboob, Dr. Naveen Kumar, 
Mr. N. Pavan Prasad, and Dr. 
Gaurav Gupta enabled startups 
and researchers to interact with 
domain experts on translating in-
novative ideas into scalable solu-
tions for snakebite management.

The programme conclud-
ed with a shared commitment 
to strengthen collaborations 
among academia, healthcare in-
stitutions, startups, government 
agencies and industry to acceler-
ate innovations that can signifi-
cantly reduce snakebite-related 
deaths and disabilities. Through 
initiatives such as the Snakebite 
Prize Challenge, MRFRI and 
MRV reaffirm their commitment 
to positioning Hyderabad as a 
leading hub for healthcare inno-
vation while contributing to glob-
al efforts to eliminate the burden 
of snakebite envenoming.

CR Foundation plans model old age home in AP capital

MRV and MRFRI Host Snakebite Prize Challenge 

	Raises Larger Ques-
tions on Campus 
Discipline and Insti-
tutional Account-
ability.

HYDERABAD

Jawaharlal Nehru Techno-
logical University Hyderabad 
(JNTUH) has issued a show-
cause notice to Javvaji Dileep, 
an external Ph.D. scholar from 
the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering, JNTUH Univer-
sity College of Engineering 
Science and Technology, Hy-
derabad, over allegations of 
repeated indiscipline, obstruc-
tion of university officials, and 
violation of Ph.D. academic 
regulations.

The notice, issued by the 
Directorate of Research and 
Development, refers to a series 
of incidents reportedly occur-
ring on the university’s hostel 
and college premises between 
March 6 and March 8, 2025. 
According to the notice, Mr. 
Dileep allegedly participated 
in and actively led a rally held 
on March 7 within the campus, 
during which faculty mem-
bers and university authori-
ties were allegedly obstructed 
from performing their lawful 
duties.

The university further al-
leged that during the rally, 
the scholar misbehaved with 
the CRC Chairperson of JN-
TUH UCESTH and created 
disorder on campus, thereby 
disturbing the academic and 
administrative functioning of 
the institution. The notice also 
referred to reports submitted 
by committees constituted to 
examine the incidents, a pre-
vious disciplinary memo, and 
communication received from 
KPHB Police Station.

As per the show-cause no-
tice, the university has also 
taken note of a criminal case 

registered at KPHB Police Sta-
tion based on a complaint filed 
by the university’s security of-
ficer. The notice states that the 
police informed the university 
about multiple criminal cases 
allegedly registered against 
the scholar in connection with 
incidents involving JNTUH 
students and student-related 
disturbances.

JNTUH stated that the al-
leged conduct, if established, 
may amount to gross mis-
conduct, insubordination, 
disorderly behaviour, moral 
turpitude, and violation of 
Clause 19.15.7 of the JNTUH 
Ph.D. Academic Regulations 
2021–22, apart from violating 
university discipline norms.

The scholar has been direct-
ed to submit a written expla-
nation within seven days from 
the date of receipt of the notice, 
along with any documentary 
evidence in his defence. The 
university has clarified that 
if no explanation is received 
within the stipulated time, 
the matter may be processed 
ex parte for appropriate dis-
ciplinary action as per rules, 
without any further notice.

However, the latest notice 
has also triggered wider ques-
tions over the university’s han-
dling of repeated allegations 
of indiscipline. Concerns are 
being raised as to why stron-

ger disciplinary action was 
not taken earlier if multiple 
complaints, warnings, memos, 
or show-cause notices had al-
ready been issued against the 
same scholar. The situation 
has placed JNTUH’s internal 
disciplinary mechanism un-
der scrutiny, particularly over 
whether repeated notices are 
being followed by timely deci-
sions and enforceable action.

The issue has now moved 
beyond one individual case 
and has become a matter of in-
stitutional accountability. If a 
student or research scholar is 
repeatedly accused of disrupt-
ing campus peace, obstructing 
officials, or violating academ-
ic regulations, the university 
is expected to act with both 
fairness and firmness. A show-
cause notice is an important 
part of natural justice, but re-
peated notices without visible 
disciplinary conclusions may 
create doubts among students, 
faculty, and staff about the ef-
fectiveness of the system.

Questions are also being 
raised on whether three show-
cause notices, if reportedly 
issued in connection with 
repeated acts of misconduct, 
should have led to a more deci-
sive institutional response by 
now. While every accused stu-
dent or scholar has the right 
to submit an explanation and 

defend themselves, the univer-
sity also has a responsibility 
to protect the larger academic 
community from repeated dis-
ruption, intimidation, or dis-
order. Delay in disciplinary ac-
tion, if any, may weaken con-
fidence in campus governance 
and send the wrong message 
to students.

Many within the academ-
ic community believe that 
disciplinary rules must not 
remain only on paper. If uni-
versity committees have in-
vestigated incidents, recorded 
findings, and recommended 
action, then the follow-up 
process must be transparent, 
time-bound, and consistent. 
Otherwise, repeated issuance 
of notices may be seen as pro-
cedural formality rather than 
meaningful enforcement of 
discipline.

The central question now 
being discussed is why JN-
TUH has not yet taken final 
disciplinary action against 
Ph.D. scholar Javvaji Dileep 
despite allegations of repeated 
misconduct and references to 
earlier disciplinary records. 
The university may need to 
clarify whether previous no-
tices were closed after expla-
nations, whether inquiries 
are still pending, or whether 
procedural requirements have 
delayed final action. Such clar-
ity is important not only in this 
case but also for maintaining 
public confidence in the uni-
versity’s disciplinary frame-
work.

At the same time, it is im-
portant to note that a show-
cause notice is not a final dec-
laration of guilt. It is an oppor-
tunity given to the concerned 
scholar to respond to the al-
legations before any final de-
cision is taken. The principles 
of natural justice require that 
the accused person be heard, 
documents be examined, and 

disciplinary action be taken 
only after due process. How-
ever, natural justice should 
not become an excuse for in-
definite delay, especially when 
repeated allegations affect 
campus peace and academic 
functioning.

This development serves as 
a strong reminder to students 
and research scholars that uni-
versities are not only centres of 
education but also institutions 
of discipline, responsibility, 
and ethical conduct. Student 
participation, representation, 
and expression of concerns are 
important in a democratic ac-
ademic environment, but they 
must remain peaceful, lawful, 
and respectful of university 
rules. No form of protest or 
disagreement should obstruct 
faculty members, threaten of-
ficials, disturb classes, or cre-
ate fear among students.

The case also highlights the 
need for universities to main-
tain a balanced approach. On 
one side, students must be pro-
tected from arbitrary punish-
ment and must be given a fair 
chance to present their version. 
On the other side, faculty mem-
bers, administrators, security 
staff, and ordinary students 
must also be protected from 
repeated disruption and mis-
conduct. A disciplined campus 
is essential for academic excel-
lence, research progress, and 
institutional reputation.

JNTUH’s action now car-
ries a larger message for the 
student community. Repeat-
ed indiscipline, if proven, can 
lead to serious consequences, 
including suspension, barring 
from campus, cancellation of 
registration, or expulsion from 
the academic programme. 
For research scholars in par-
ticular, who are expected to 
uphold higher academic stan-
dards, responsible behaviour 
is not optional but essential.

HYDERABAD

The Telangana Council of 
Higher Education (TGC-
HE)launched the Telangana 
Journal of Higher Education 
(TJHE) as a peer-reviewed 
biannual journal (ISSN 3108-
0693 Online | ISSN 3139-292X 
Print) with the objective of pro-
moting high-quality research, 
informed policy dialogue and 
evidence-based practices in 
higher education. 

Conceived as an academic 
platform for scholars, policy-
makers, institutional leaders 
and practitioners, TJHE seeks 
to advance interdisciplinary 
scholarship on teaching, learn-
ing, governance, institutional 
reforms, innovation and the 
evolving landscape of higher 
education.

The TGCHE has successful-
ly published three issues of the 
Telangana Journal of Higher 
Education (TJHE), a peer-re-
viewed biannual journal ded-
icated to promoting quality 
research and policy discourse 
in higher education. The pub-
lished issues include Volume 1, 
Issue 1 (January–June 2025) 

on "Technology and Higher 
Education", Volume 1, Issue 
2 (July–December 2025) on 
"Internationalisation of High-
er Education", and Volume 2, 
Issue 1 (January–June 2026) 
on "Universities in the Twen-
ty-First Century: Renewal, Re-
forms and Roadmaps." These 
thematic issues have estab-
lished TJHE as a credible plat-
form for scholarly research, 
policy dialogue and institu-
tional innovation.

Building on the success of 
these three issues, TGCHE has 
invited original and unpub-
lished research papers for the 
fourth issue of TJHE, Volume 
2, Issue 2 (July–December 
2026), which will focus on the 
theme "Artificial Intelligence 
and Higher Education." The 
forthcoming issue seeks schol-
arly contributions from aca-
demicians, researchers, pol-
icymakers and practitioners 
on the transformative role of 
Artificial Intelligence in teach-
ing, learning, research, gover-
nance, ethics, assessment, aca-
demic integrity and the future 
of higher education.

TGCHE invites original and 

unpublished research articles, 
empirical studies, theoretical 
papers, policy analyses, case 
studies and reflective essays 
from scholars, researchers, 
teachers, administrators and 
policymakers. Contributions 
may address the Indian and 
Telangana contexts while en-
gaging with international de-
velopments in higher educa-
tion.

Manuscripts should nor-
mally be 3,000–8,000 words 
in length and follow APA Style 
(7th Edition) using British En-
glish. All submissions must be 
original, unpublished and not 
under consideration elsewhere. 
Manuscripts will be screened 
for similarity and AI-generated 
content, and submissions ex-
ceeding 15% in either category 
will not be considered.

The last date for submission 
is 30 September 2026. Detailed 
submission guidelines and the 
online submission portal are 
available on the TJHE web-
page: https://tgche.ac.in/telan-
gana-journal-of-higher-edu-
cation-tjhe/. Manuscripts may 
also be submitted by email to 
editor.tjhe@tgche.ac.in.

HYDERABAD

The Institute of Public Enter-
prise (IPE), Hyderabad is or-
ganizing a prestigious five-day 
Residential Management De-
velopment Programme (MDP) 
sponsored by the Department 
of Public Enterprises (DPE), 
Ministry of Finance, Govern-
ment of India. The programme, 
titled “Unlocking Competitive 
Advantage: Leveraging Machine 
Learning & Artificial Intelli-
gence for CPSEs & SLPEs”, will 

be held from 20-24 July 2026 
at Hotel Marigold, Begumpet, 
Hyderabad. The programme is 
designed for senior executives, 
board-level officers, and oper-
ational heads (E0-E9 grades) 
from major Central Public Sec-
tor Enterprises (CPSEs) and 
State Level Public Enterprises 
(SLPEs) across India. The ini-
tiative builds on the success 
of IPE’s earlier programme 
and reflects India’s commit-
ment to preparing public sector 
leadership for digital transfor-

mation. It also resonates with 
global perspectives highlighted 
in McKinsey and Gartner re-
ports, ensuring participants are 
equipped to compete in the in-
ternational environment. The 
Inaugural Function will feature 
distinguished Chief Guest Shri 
B Prasada Rao, former CMD, 
BHEL and Prof S Sreenivasa 
Murthy, Senior Professor and 
Director, IPE. The porgramme 
is coordinated by Prof Shaheen, 
IPE. For further details contact 
Tel: 040 - 2349 0900.

JNTUH Show-Cause 
Notice to Ph.D. Scholar 

TGCHE invites research papers for the next 
issue of the Journal of Higher Education  on 

"Artificial Intelligence and Higher Education"

IPE Organizing a prestigious 
five day Residential MDP
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	Karimnagar CP to Present 
PMJ Jewellery Robbery 
Investigation to DSP Train-
ees

	A Rare Recognition for 
Karimnagar Policing

KARIMNAGAR

The sensational PMJ Jewellers robbery 
case, which shook Karimnagar city and 
attracted statewide attention, has now 
been selected as a case study for Dep-
uty Superintendents of Police (DSPs) 
undergoing training at the Telangana 
Police Academy. The decision to in-
clude the investigation as a training 
module reflects the professionalism 
and effectiveness with which Karim-
nagar Police cracked one of the state's 
most challenging robbery cases.

On May 3, five armed assailants 
stormed the PMJ Jewellers showroom 
in the heart of Karimnagar city during 
broad daylight and escaped with ap-
proximately 161 tolas of gold orna-
ments and diamond jewellery weigh-
ing around 112 carats. The daring rob-
bery, executed in a busy commercial 
area within minutes, posed a major 
challenge to the police.

The investigation became even more 
difficult as the accused avoided con-
ventional communication methods. 
Instead of using regular phone calls, 
they relied on an encrypted messag-

ing application where messages dis-
appeared shortly after being viewed, 
leaving almost no digital trail for in-
vestigators.

Recognising the gravity of the crime, 
Police Commissioner Gous Alam con-
stituted 16 special teams compris-
ing around 130 police personnel. For 
nearly two months, the teams carried 
out an extensive manhunt across five 
states. Investigators meticulously an-
alysed thousands of CCTV recordings, 
vehicle movements, travel patterns, 
technical evidence and human intel-
ligence before successfully tracing the 
suspects. Eventually, eight accused 
were arrested, leading to the successful 
detection of the case.

The investigation is now being show-

cased as an example of modern polic-
ing and scientific investigation. Follow-
ing the directions of the Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP), Commissioner 
Gous Alam will deliver a detailed pre-
sentation at the Telangana Police Acad-
emy on July 18 for DSP trainees. The 
presentation will include audio-visual 
material, photographs and a step-by-
step explanation of the investigation. 
Two Assistant Commissioners of Po-
lice (ACPs) and three Circle Inspectors 
(CIs) who were part of the investigation 
will also participate.

Police officials believe the case offers 
valuable lessons in handling organised 
crime through technology-driven in-
vestigation, inter-state coordination, 
intelligence gathering, evidence anal-

ysis and effective teamwork. As crime 
becomes increasingly sophisticated 
with the use of encrypted communi-
cation and digital tools, such practical 
case studies are expected to strengthen 
the investigative skills of young police 
officers. 

The PMJ Jewellers robbery inves-
tigation is no longer just a successful 
crime detection story. It has emerged 
as a model of professional policing and 
scientific investigation. Its inclusion in 
the Telangana Police Academy's train-
ing programme is widely seen as a sig-
nificant recognition of the investigative 
capabilities of the Karimnagar Police 
Commissionerate and a valuable learn-
ing resource for the next generation of 
police leadership.

	Director Abhilash 
Bisht, IPS, Urges New-
ly Appointed RTOs

HYDERABAD

Director of the RBVRR Telan-
gana Police Academy, Abhilash 
Bisht, IPS, emphasized that 
strengthening road safety re-
quires special focus on three 
key areas: technology-based en-
forcement, effective implemen-
tation, and public awareness. 
She was speaking as the chief 
guest at the valedictory cere-
mony of a two-month induction 
training program conducted 
for three Regional Transport 
Officers (RTOs) of the Telanga-
na Transport Department. The 
training was held at the acade-
my from May 18, 2026, to July 
17, 2026.

The event was also attend-
ed by C. Ramesh, Additional 
Commissioner of the Telan-
gana Transport Department, 
as the guest of honor. Director 
Abhilash Bisht presented cer-
tificates to the three officers 
who completed the training: D. 
Jagadish, P. Bhushi Reddy, and 
Chai Sai Charan.

Addressing the gathering, 
Director Abhilash Bisht said 
that every decision made in a 
uniformed service has a direct 
impact on public safety and 
human lives. She advised the 

newly appointed officers to car-
ry out their duties with a thor-
ough understanding of the law, 
procedures, the Motor Vehicles 
Act, and the relevant rules.

She noted that one person 
loses their life in a road accident 
every three minutes in India, 
highlighting that the responsi-
bility for preventing road acci-
dents lies not only with the po-
lice but also with the Transport 
Department. While 90 percent 
of accidents are unintentional, 
many can be prevented through 
effective vehicle inspections, 
proper issuance of fitness cer-
tificates, and maintaining high 
standards in the process of 
granting driving licences.

She further stressed that 
road accidents can be signifi-
cantly reduced by focusing on 
the three pillars of Education, 
Engineering, and Enforcement, 
while making smart use of tech-
nology. She expressed confi-
dence that the training received 
at the academy would help the 
officers deliver more responsi-
ble and efficient public service 
in the future.

Additional Commissioner C. 
Ramesh said that the academy’s 
earlier training programs for 
92 Assistant Motor Vehicle In-
spectors (AMVIs) and a second 
batch of 15 AMVIs had proved 
highly beneficial in field opera-
tions and strengthened coordi-

nation with the police depart-
ment. He added that the three 
newly trained RTOs had gained 
a comprehensive understand-
ing of the Motor Vehicles Act, 
legal provisions, and enforce-
ment procedures, and thanked 
the academy for its efforts.

The three RTOs who com-
pleted the training said that 
the induction program had 
strengthened their sense of 
public service, leadership qual-
ities, discipline, and commit-
ment to serving the public. 
They particularly appreciated 
the outdoor training and phys-
ical fitness sessions, which they 
said boosted their confidence.

During the ceremony, Course 
Coordinator Vema Srinivasa 
Reddy presented an overview 
of the two-month training pro-
gram. Outdoor AD Rambabu 
thanked all the officers and staff 
who contributed to the success-
ful conduct of the training.

The event was attended by 
Deputy Directors Dr. Chetana, 
IPS, Kavitha, Venkateswarlu, 
Sriramamurthy, and K.R.K. 
Prasad; Assistant Directors 
Vema Srinivasa Reddy, Yar-
lagadda Rambabu, and Vemula 
Srinivasa Rao; RTO Raghunath 
Goud; MVI Sheetal; DSP Rama 
Rao; RI B. Krishna Ramakrish-
na; and other officials from the 
academy and the Transport De-
partment.

	An environmental revolu-
tion through 276 women’s 
self-help groups

	A permanent alternative 
to plastic: The Steel Bank 
movement is successfully 
expanding from villages to 
hotels.

	One year of the Steel Bank 
initiative: A major step to-
ward a greener Husnabad 
through public participa-
tion, says Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar.

HUSNABAD

State Transport and BC Welfare Min-
ister Ponnam Prabhakar announced 
that the Steel Bank initiative, launched 
with the three key objectives of envi-
ronmental protection, public health, 
and creating plastic-free villages, has 
successfully completed one year.

He said the innovative program, 
which began with the vision of mak-

ing Husnabad plastic-free, has now 
evolved into a people’s movement.

Continuing the service legacy of the 
late Ponnam Sathaiah, the initiative 
was launched in his memory under the 
Ponnam Sathaiah Charitable Trust us-
ing the Minister’s personal funds. The 
program was inaugurated on July 17 
last year by Telangana Governor Jish-
nu Dev Varma, and has since become 
a symbol of environmental awareness 
across villages.

Rather than merely banning plastic, 
the initiative was designed to provide a 
permanent and practical alternative by 
establishing Steel Banks through vil-
lage women’s self-help groups.

The Minister said that 276 Steel 
Bank sets were distributed free of cost 
to 276 village-level women’s federa-
tions across all mandals of the Hus-
nabad Assembly constituency. Each 
set contains 13 types of stainless steel 
utensils, with capacities of 300, 400, or 
500 utensils, depending on the needs 
of each village.

The initiative directly benefits 
80,633 women belonging to 7,376 self-

help groups. More than ₹2.54 crore of 
personal funds were spent on the proj-
ect, reflecting a strong commitment to 
public service.

The Minister noted that steel uten-
sils are now widely used in weddings, 
community feasts, village meetings, 
religious functions, and other public 
events instead of disposable plastic 
utensils. As a result, plastic waste has 
reduced significantly and villages have 
become much cleaner.

To reduce plastic use in commercial 
establishments as well, the govern-
ment distributed 33,900 stainless steel 
glasses free of cost to 319 hotels across 
the constituency, providing a lasting 
alternative to single-use plastic cups.

Ponnam Prabhakar praised the 
women’s self-help groups for efficiently 
managing the Steel Banks and playing 
a key role in protecting the environ-
ment. He said the initiative has in-
creased public responsibility, reduced 
plastic consumption, and encouraged 
cleaner and healthier lifestyles.

Alongside the Steel Bank initiative, 
several environmental improvement 

projects have also been undertaken 
across the constituency, including 
large-scale tree plantation, lake res-
toration, and beautification of public 
spaces. Development works around 
Yellamma Cheruvu, Palle Cheruvu, 
Kotha Cheruvu, Trishool Junction, the 
Gandhi Statue, the “I Love Husnabad” 
landmark, yoga-themed road dividers, 
and Elkathurthi Junction have become 
examples of cleanliness and greenery.

The Minister emphasized that devel-
opment is not limited to constructing 
roads and buildings, but also involves 
creating lasting social and environ-
mental change. He reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s commitment to advancing 
the vision of a Plastic-Free Husnabad 
through active public participation and 
providing future generations with a 
cleaner, greener, and healthier constit-
uency.

“The Steel Bank initiative is a peo-
ple’s movement that begins with plas-
tic-free villages, extends to plastic-free 
hotels, and ultimately aims for a plas-
tic-free Telangana,” Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar said.

Representatives of the women’s self-
help groups stated that the Steel Bank 
initiative, launched under the leader-
ship of Minister Ponnam Prabhakar 
through the Ponnam Sathaiah Char-
itable Trust, has brought remarkable 
change to village life.

They explained that weddings, com-
munity events, charitable meals, and 
village meetings once relied heavily 
on disposable plastic utensils. Today, 
these occasions largely use the stain-
less steel utensils provided through 
the Steel Banks, significantly reducing 
plastic waste and improving village 
cleanliness.

They also said the initiative has 
raised widespread awareness about 
the importance of plastic-free villag-
es. Entrusting the management of 
the Steel Banks to women’s self-help 
groups reflects the confidence placed 
in them. The groups now provide uten-
sils whenever required, maintain them 
responsibly, and ensure the successful 
operation of the program.

One Vision… One Mission of Service… 
Plastic-Free Husnabad: Steel Bank 

Completes One Successful Year

Road Safety Should Be the Primary Goal

From High-Profile Heist to Police Academy Case Study

HYDERABAD

Deputy Chief Minister Bhat-
ti Vikramarka stated that 
government expenditure on 
healthcare and education 
should not be seen merely as 
free welfare, but as a long-term 
investment in human resourc-
es that will enhance the State’s 
Gross Domestic Product. 

Under the aegis of the Insur-
ance Medical Services (IMS) 
department, the Deputy Chief 
Minister, along with Labour 
Minister Gaddam Vivek Ven-
katswamy, distributed ap-
pointment letters to 247 new-
ly selected nursing officers at 
Sevalal Bhavan, Hyderabad on 
Friday.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Deputy Chief Minister ex-
pressed concern that during 
the previous decade, workers’ 
rights and minimum wages 
were severely neglected.  Bhat-
ti Vikramarka recalled that, as 
a former opposition leader, he 
had consistently raised the is-
sue of minimum wage revision 
in every Assembly budget ses-
sion, but the then government 
failed to respond adequately. 

He appreciated Labour Min-
ister Vivek Venkatswamy for 
taking special initiative upon 
assuming office and success-
fully issuing long-pending 
orders on minimum wage re-
visions. Bhatti Vikramarka 
also assured that, based on the 
Minister’s request, provisions 
would be made to release ₹30 

crore through a green channel 
to ensure uninterrupted supply 
of medicines in ESI hospitals 
for the poor.

He stated that the govern-
ment aims to transform ESI 
hospitals to provide quality 
healthcare services to workers 
and their families. As part of 
this, advanced dialysis units, 
CT scan facilities, burns wards, 
and cardiac care centres are 
being rapidly established, 
while existing infrastructure is 
being modernised. 

To further strengthen the 
healthcare sector, Bhatti 
Vikramarka announced that 
shortages of doctors and para-
medical staff will be addressed. 
In the coming days, the gov-
ernment will fill additional 
posts including 120 Civil Assis-
tant Surgeons, 6 Dental Civil 
Surgeons, 99 Pharmacists, 34 
Lab Technicians, 54 ANMs, 
and other paramedical staff. 

The Deputy Chief Minister 
said the government is taking 
war-footing measures to make 
super-specialty healthcare ser-
vices accessible to all citizens. 

"Construction of multi su-
per-specialty hospitals in 
Sanathnagar ESI, LB Nagar, 
Alwal, and Warangal is being 
accelerated with monthly fund 
releases. Expansion works of 
NIMS are also being given top 
priority.  The State is being de-
veloped into one with the high-
est average bed capacity in the 
country, with around 44,029 
beds. 

HYDERABAD

Minister for Endowments 
Minister Konda Surekha said 
temples are sacred institu-
tions that serve as centres for 
Indian culture, traditions, Ve-
dic knowledge and the preser-
vation of dharma. 

The Minister stated that the 
services rendered by priests, 
Vedic scholars, temple atten-
dants, traditional musicians 
and temple kitchen staff, who 
are entrusted with preserving 
the grandeur and sanctity of 
temples, are truly sacred. 

Konda Surekha was speak-
ing at a programme held at 
Ravindra Bharathi in Hy-
derabad, where appointment 
orders were distributed to 
191 religious staff members 
recruited by the Endowments 

Department. She personal-
ly handed over appointment 
letters to several of the newly 
selected candidates.

The recruits include priests, 
Vedic scholars, temple at-
tendants and personnel for 
traditional musical services 
such as mridangam, dolu, na-

daswaram (sannayi), shruti 
and talam, who have been ap-
pointed to serve in 47 temples 
across the State. 

Konda Surekha described 
the recruitment of 191 reli-
gious personnel as a historic 
milestone that would be re-
membered in the history of 

the Telangana Endowments 
Department.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Minister said the State 
government is giving the 
highest priority to the de-
velopment of temples and to 
providing better services to 
devotees. 

She noted that filling 
long-pending vacancies in 
religious posts would ensure 
the systematic conduct of dai-
ly rituals, Vedic recitations, 
temple festivals and other re-
ligious ceremonies.

The Minister expressed 
confidence that the newly ap-
pointed staff, through their 
respective responsibilities, 
would further strengthen the 
spiritual grandeur of temples 
as well as improve their ad-
ministrative efficiency. 

HYDERABAD

State Planning Board 
Vice-Chairman G. Chinna Red-
dy on Friday stressed the need to 
reconstruct Telangana's history 
and called for corporate CSR 
support to document the state's 
historical and political journey.

Addressing a seminar titled 
"Storming the British Residen-
cy" at Chakali Ailamma Wom-
en's University, Koti, Chinna 
Reddy paid tribute to freedom 
fighter Turrebaz Khan, recall-
ing his July 17, 1857 attack on 
the British Residency alongside 
Maulvi Alauddin, describing it 
as the Deccan's response to the 
Sepoy Revolt.

 He noted that Maulvi Alaud-
din was the first freedom fighter 
from Telangana to be impris-

oned in the Andaman Cellular 
Jail. On this occasion, Chinna 
Reddy unveiled the book "Tel-
angana Statehood Movement 
- Years of Crisis", authored by
former TSPSC member T. Vivek
and historian Dr. K. Padma. He
said the book fills crucial gaps 
in documenting the Telangana
statehood movement between
2009 and 2014 and would help
preserve the state's history for
future generations.

 The seminar was attended 
by Telangana Studies Direc-
tor Capt. (Dr.) L. Pandu Ranga 
Reddy, Women's University 
Vice-Chancellor Surya Dhanun-
jaya, historians Dr. K. Padma, 
Dr. P. Aruna, Prof. Adapa Sa-
tyanarayana, and former MP R. 
Surender Reddy, who was felic-
itated during the event. 

Bandi Sanjay 
escapes unhurt as 
convoy meets with 

minor accident
HYDERABAD

Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay es-
caped unhurt after a minor ac-
cident involving his convoy in 
Rajanna Sircilla district on Fri-
day. The incident occurred while 
the convoy was travelling from 
Haridasnagar in Yellareddy-
pet mandal to Gambhiraopet, 
when the vehicles collided with 
one another. Although a few 
vehicles suffered minor front 
and rear damage, no injuries 
were reported, and the convoy 
continued its journey. Earlier 
in the day, Bandi Sanjay laid 
the foundation stone for the 
Rs.105-crore restoration of 
Kargil Cheruvu in Sircilla. Ad-
dressing the gathering, he al-
leged that development funds 
were being diverted to meet 
salary and electricity expens-
es and warned that misuse of 
Finance Commission grants 
would not be tolerated. He said 
the Centre could consider trans-
ferring funds directly to gram 
panchayat accounts if the situa-
tion did not improve and added 
that he would take up the issue 
with the Union government. 

Serving God is a rare privilege: Konda Surekha Reconstruct Telangana's history, says 
Chinna Reddy; hails Turrebaz Khan's legacy

Healthcare, education 
spending is investment 
in state’s future: Bhatti
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Chandrababu 
Naidu seeks 

Centre’s support 
to reduce shrimp 

feed costs
AMARAVATI, JULY 17 

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandraba-

bu Naidu on Friday urged 
the Union government to 
adopt policy measures to sta-
bilise the prices of raw ma-
terials used in shrimp feed 
production, highlighting 
that the sharp increase in in-
put costs is severely aff ecting 
aqua farmers and seafood 
exports. During a meeting 
with Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
at his offi  cial residence, the 
Chief Minister said the aqua-
culture sector provides live-
lihoods to lakhs of farmers, 
workers, processing units, 
exporters, hatcheries, feed 
manufacturers and several 
allied industries. Even a mi-
nor disruption in feed avail-
ability has a direct impact 
on aqua farmers' livelihoods 
and export performance, 
he noted. Referring to rep-
resentations made by the 
Shrimp Feed Manufacturers 
Association, the Chief Min-
ister said shrimp feed prices 
increased signifi cantly be-
tween January and April this 
year, pushing production 
costs up by more than 20 per 
cent. The cost of producing 
one tonne of shrimp feed has 
gone up by Rs 25,000. Ac-
cording to an offi  cial release, 
the Chief Minister requested 
the Centre to promote the 
domestic market for shrimp 
and aquaculture products, 
encourage Farmer Produc-
er Organisations (FPOs), 
strengthen market linkages, 
support branding, process-
ing and retail integration 
and establish an institution-
al framework to protect the 
sector from fl uctuations in 
global demand.

Make Robust arrangements for the 
80th Independence Day Celebrations: CS 

AMARAVATI, JULY 17:

Chief Secretary G.Sai Pras-
ad has directed offi  cials 

from various departments to 
make robust arrangements for 
the 80th Independence Day 
celebrations scheduled for Au-
gust 15.He reviewed the prepa-
rations with offi  cials from 
the concerned departments 
at the Secretariat on Friday.
Speaking on the occasion, he 
issued directives regarding 
the specifi c arrangements 
to be made by each depart-
ment to ensure the smooth 
conduct of the celebrations, 
which will be held under the 
theme 'Swarnandhra 2047'. 
He ordered that appropriate 
arrangements be made to host 
the event at the existing pa-
rade grounds in the capital re-
gion.He emphasized the need 
for stringent measures to en-
sure there are no lapses in the 
arrangements. CS Sai Prasad 
directed the concerned de-
partments to take appropriate 
steps to showcase special tab-
leaux that would create wide-
spread public awareness about 
the development and welfare 

programs and schemes be-
ing implemented by the gov-
ernment.He specifi cally em-
phasized that these tableaux 
should refl ect the measures 
taken and progress achieved 
by the departments so far, as 
well as the programs planned 
for the future and the result-
ing benefi ts to the public.He 
instructed the Director of the 
Information Department, K.S. 
Viswanathan, to pay special 
attention to this matter and 
coordinate with offi  cials from 
the respective departments 
to ensure the tableaux are 
organized eff ectively. Chief 
Secretary G. Sai Prasad made 
it clear that all offi  cials and 
employees including All India 
Service offi  cers,from every 
department must attend the 

Independence Day celebra-
tions and that there should 
be absolutely no negligence 
in this regard.He directed of-
fi cials, including those from 
the CRDA and the Guntur 
District Collector, to make 
appropriate arrangements at 
the venue.He instructed the 
Director of the Information 
Department to take necessary 
steps regarding the prepara-
tion of the Chief Guest's ad-
dress on government devel-
opment and welfare schemes, 
the installation of an eff ective 
public address system, the se-
lection of commentators, and 
the setting up of hoardings. 
During the meeting, GAD 
Principal Secretary J.Shy-
amala Rao delivered a Power 
Point presentation outlining 

the arrangements to be made 
by various departments for 
the upcoming Independence 
Day celebrations.Instructions 
were issued to the Police De-
partment to ensure proper 
security, parking, and other 
related arrangements.The 
Guntur District Collector was 
designated as the overall in-
charge to supervise the event 
preparations.CRDA offi  cials 
were directed to fully ready 
the venue, and instructions 
were given to all concerned 
departments to take appro-
priate action regarding their 
respective responsibilities.
MAUD Principal Secretary 
Suresh Kumar,IG Raja Ku-
mari,Director I&PR K.S. 
Viswanathan, Amaravati De-
velopment Corporation Chair-
person Lakshmi Parthasara-
thi, Guntur District Collector 
Sai Kanth Varma,SP Vakul 
Jindal,CRDA Additional 
Commissioner Bhargav Teja, 
and other offi  cials participat-
ed in this meeting.Offi  cials 
from various departments, 
including Health Department 
Secretary Veerapandian, par-
ticipated virtually.

Changes in the pattern 
of Train Services

CHENNAI, JULY 17: 

Due to LandSlide in Sem-
la Section of Mumbai 

Division between Thakur-
vadi – Monkey Hill Stations, 
the following changes have 
been made in the pattern of 
train services:
I. Cancellation of Train 

Services:
Train No. 22157 Mum-

bai CST – Dr MGR Chen-
nai Central Superfast Mail 
scheduled to leave Mumbai 
CST at 22.52  hrs  from 18th 
to 24th July, 2026 is fully 
cancelled
Train No. 22158 Dr 
MGR Chennai Central 
– Mumbai CST Express 
scheduled to leave Dr MGR 
Chennai Central at 06.35 hrs 
from 18th to 24th July, 2026 
is fully cancelled

II. Diversion of Train 
Services:

Train No. 20919 Dr MGR 
Chennai Central – Ekta 
Nagar Superfast Express 
scheduled to leave Dr MGR 
Chennai Central at 15.50 hrs 
on 17th July, 2026 will be 
diverted to run via Daund, 
Manmad, Jalgaon, Paldhi 
and Surat

Train No. 09420 
Tiruchchirappalli – Ah-
medabad Special sched-
uled to leave Tiruchchirap-
palli at 05.45 hrs on 19th 
July, 2026 will be diverted 
to run via Daund, Manmad, 
Jalgaon, Paldhi and Surat

Train No. 22102 Ma-
durai – Lokmanya Ti-
lak Terminus Superfast 
Express scheduled to leave 
Madurai at 16.00 hrs on 17th 
July, 2026 will be diverted 

to run via Daund, Manmad, 
Igatpuri and Kalyan

Train No. 11018 Karai-
kal – Lokmanya Tilak 
Express scheduled to leave 
Karaikal at 14.20 hrs on 20th 
July, 2026 will be diverted to 
run via Daund, Manmad, Ig-
atpuri and Kalyan

Train No. 20920 Ekta 
Nagar – Dr MGR Chen-
nai Central Express 
scheduled to leave Ekta Na-
gar at 09.00 hrs on 22nd 
July, 2026 will be diverted to 
run via Surat, Paldhi, Man-
mad, Daund and Solapur

Train No. 09419 Ah-
medabad – Tiruchchi-
rappalli Special sched-
uled to leave Ahmedabad 
at 09.30 hrs on 23rd July, 
2026 will be diverted to run 
via Surat, Paldhi, Manmad, 
Daund and Solapur

Train No. 22101 Lok-
manya Tilak Termi-
nus – Madurai Express 
scheduled to leave Lokman-
ya Tilak Terminus at 13.15 
hrs on 22nd July, 2026 will 
be diverted to run via Kaly-
an, Manmad, Daund and 
Solapur

Train No. 11017 Lok-
manya Tilak Termi-
nus – Karaikal Express 
scheduled to leave Lokman-
ya Tilak Terminus at 13.15 
hrs on 18th July, 2026 will 
be diverted to run via Kaly-
an, Manmad, Daund and 
Solapur

Train No. 16613 Rajkot 
- Coimbatore Express 
scheduled to leave Rajkot 
at 05.30 hrs on 19th July, 
2026 will be diverted to run 
via Surat, Paldhi, Manmad, 
Daund and Solapur.

Andhra Pradesh fi nally receives 
Waqf records from Telangana
AMARAVATI, JULY 17 

The Telangana State Waqf 
Board has offi  cially hand-

ed over records relating to 
Waqf properties in Andhra 
Pradesh to the Andhra 
Pradesh State Waqf Board. 
This has resolved the issue 
pending since the bifurcation 
of Andhra Pradesh in 2014. 
Andhra Pradesh Waqf Board 
Chairman Abdul Aziz said on 
Friday that Telangana Waqf 
Board handed over a vast col-
lection of documents, includ-
ing 3,503 fi les, 4,050 reports 
of the Survey Commissioner, 
two offi  cial gazette volumes, 
and other highly valuable 
historical records. He stat-
ed that this was not merely a 
transfer of records but a his-
toric milestone, as Andhra 

Pradesh has regained posses-
sion of crucial evidence es-
sential for safeguarding Waqf 
property rights. Following the 
bifurcation of the combined 
Andhra Pradesh in 2014, key 
records, fi les, survey forms, 
district-wise gazettes, copies 
of Board resolutions and oth-
er vital documents pertaining 

to the Andhra Pradesh Waqf 
Board had remained under 
the jurisdiction of the Telan-
gana Waqf Board.

Although the Waqf Act, 
1995, along with the bifur-
cation guidelines formulated 
by the Central Government, 
mandated the transfer of all 
records, asset details and 

associated funds relevant 
to Andhra Pradesh to the 
Andhra Pradesh Waqf Board, 
the process had failed to gain 
momentum over the last sev-
eral years. Abdul Aziz noted 
that the unavailability of these 
records following the state 
bifurcation had hampered 
several critical functions, in-
cluding the protection of Waqf 
properties, the determination 
of ownership rights, the re-
moval of encroachments, and 
the handling of legal matters.

He stated that after assum-
ing the offi  ce, he had taken 
the responsibility of resolving 
this issue. He held multiple 
meetings with the Telangana 
State Waqf Board Chairman 
and senior offi  cials, ultimate-
ly achieving this goal through 
persistent follow-up.

He mentioned that the Tel-
angana Waqf Board owe Rs 55 
crore to Andhra Pradesh, and 
these funds are expected to be 
released soon. Abdul Aziz not-
ed that these records would 
strengthen the legal recogni-
tion of Waqf properties, the 
protection of rights, the han-
dling of legal cases, and future 
administrative operations.

Highlighting that a dec-
ade-long issue has fi nally been 
resolved and acknowledging 
the crucial support provided 
by Chief Minister Chandraba-
bu Naidu and Ministers Nara 
Lokesh and N.M.D. Farooq, 
he expressed special gratitude 
to the Telangana State gov-
ernment, the Telangana State 
Waqf Board Chairman, offi  -
cials, and all those who con-
tributed to this process.

BJP Opposes CM Constituency 
Airport, Favours Tumakuru
The political tussle over the 

proposed second interna-
tional airport for Bengaluru 
intensifi ed on Friday, with Kar-
nataka BJP president BY Vijay-
endra writing an open letter to 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
opposing reports that the pro-
ject could come up in Kanaka-
pura and urging the government 
to instead consider Tumakuru.

In the letter, Vijayendra ar-
gued that the location of Karna-
taka's next international airport 
would shape the state's economic 
trajectory for decades and should 
be guided by the larger goal of 
balanced regional development 
rather than political consider-
ations. While welcoming the 
government's plan to build a sec-
ond airport to ease pressure on 
Kempegowda International Air-
port, the BJP leader questioned 
reports suggesting that Kanaka-
pura -- Siddaramaiah's Assembly 
constituency -- was being consid-
ered for the project. "The location 
of Karnataka's next international 

airport is not merely a decision 
about land, infrastructure or 
air connectivity. It is a decision 
about which regions will receive 
new industries, investments, 
employment opportunities and 
urban growth," Vijayendra said.

He argued that another major 
infrastructure project close to 
Bengaluru would only worsen the 
city's existing challenges, includ-
ing traffi  c congestion, population 
pressure, water shortages and 
environmental stress. Instead, 
Vijayendra proposed Tumaku-
ru as a more suitable location, 
saying it was strategically posi-
tioned, well connected by road 
and rail, and had the potential to 
become an industrial hub serv-
ing central and north Karnataka.

According to him, locating the 
airport in Tumakuru would help 
attract investment, generate em-
ployment and reduce the state's 
heavy dependence on Bengaluru 
as its primary growth engine.

The BJP leader cited exam-
ples from states such as Tamil 

Nadu and Maharashtra, saying 
they had successfully developed 
multiple urban and industrial 
centres instead of concentrat-
ing growth around a single city. 
Karnataka, he said, had failed to 
unlock the potential of cities such 
as Hubballi-Dharwad, Ballari, 
Kalaburagi, Davanagere, Shiva-
mogga and Tumakuru, forcing 
people to migrate to Bengaluru 
for jobs and education.

Drawing parallels with past 
infrastructure decisions, Vijay-
endra said the benefi ts of Kempe-

gowda International Airport had 
remained concentrated around 
Bengaluru. Had the airport been 
built in the Tumakuru region, he 
argued, it could have accelerated 
industrial growth across central 
and north Karnataka while eas-
ing pressure on the capital.

He also questioned the suita-
bility of Kanakapura, saying its 
location on the southern edge of 
the state would benefi t only a lim-
ited region. He further fl agged 
environmental concerns, citing 
the proximity of Bannerghatta 
National Park, reserve forests 
and fertile agricultural land.

Vijayendra also demanded 
greater transparency in the de-
cision-making process, saying 
there was growing public sus-
picion that large infrastructure 
projects were being infl uenced 
by real estate interests. "The gov-
ernment must ensure every ma-
jor decision refl ects the interests 
of the entire state, not the inter-
ests of a particular constituency 
or those who stand to gain from 

rising land values," he wrote.
Referring to Siddaramai-

ah's position as Chief Minister, 
the BJP leader said the project 
should not be perceived as fa-
vouring the CM's own constitu-
ency and urged the government 
to place the proposal before
 the Legislature for wider consul-
tation.

He also pointed out that Dep-
uty Chief Minister DK Shiva-
kumar had publicly backed the 
idea of locating the airport along 
Tumakuru Road, claiming this 
showed there was no consensus 
even within the ruling Congress 
government.

Vijayendra called for consul-
tations with legislators, technical 
experts, environmental special-
ists and aff ected communities 
before a fi nal decision is taken, 
warning that a unilateral move 
could trigger opposition even 
from Congress MLAs and be-
come another contentious issue 
similar to the abandoned Bidadi 
township project.

Bihar: 158 arrested in 
district-wise crackdown; 

liquor, drugs, weapons seized
PATNA, JULY 17 

In a major operation to 
strengthen law and or-

der, curb crime and enforce 
Bihar’s prohibition law, 
the Patna Police conduct-
ed a district-wide special 
drive on July 16 under the 
direction of Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP) 
Kartikeya K. Sharma. The 
intensive operation resulted 
in the arrest of 158 accused, 
who have since been jailed. 
The coordinated raids were 
carried out simultaneously 
across several police sta-
tion areas, including Maner, 
Ramkrishna Nagar, Agam-
kuan, Fatuha, Pachmahla, 
Malsalami and Bikram.  
According to the SSP, those 
arrested were wanted in a 
range of serious criminal 
cases, including two murder 
cases, 21 attempted murder 
cases, one case involving 
an attack on a police team, 
22 liquor smuggling cas-
es and off ences under the 
SC/ST Act.  As part of the 
crackdown on the illegal 
liquor trade, police seized 
2,438.05 litres of illicit liq-
uor, including 1,726.05 litres 
of Indian Made Foreign Liq-
uor (IMFL) and 712 litres of 
country-made liquor.  The 
operation also led to the re-
covery of 377 grams of can-
nabis (ganja), 11 grams of 
smack (heroin), seven vehi-
cles allegedly used for smug-

gling, nine mobile phones 
and Rs 15,010 in cash.  Po-
lice also recovered two fi re-
arms, four live cartridges, 
one magazine and three 
spent cartridges during 
searches conducted at var-
ious locations.  In addition 
to the arrests and seizures, 
the operation focused on 
executing pending court or-
ders.  Police successfully ex-
ecuted 164 warrants, includ-
ing 56 bailable warrants, 
94 non-bailable warrants 
and 14 property attachment 
warrants, targeting long-ab-
sconding accused persons.  
SSP Kartikeya K. Sharma 
said the special drive is part 
of the Patna Police’s con-
tinued eff orts to maintain 
public order, curb organised 
crime and ensure strict en-
forcement of the state’s pro-
hibition law. He emphasised 
that similar operations will 
continue in the coming days 
and appealed to citizens to 
promptly inform the police 
about criminal activities or 
illegal liquor operations in 
their localities so that timely 
action can be taken.

Police question journalist, 
seize phone in alleged 
TVK MLA bribery case

Chennai Police seized the 
journalist's mobile phone 

for forensic analysis in connec-
tion with the alleged Rs 35-crore 
bribery attempt involving a 
TVK MLA, saying investigators 
found he had exchanged elec-
tronic communications with 
the arrested accused. Chennai 
Police have questioned a senior 
journalist with a Tamil news 
channel and seized his mobile 
phone for forensic analysis as 
part of an investigation into an 
alleged attempt to bribe a rul-
ing Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) MLA to vote against the 
government during a proposed 
no-confi dence motion against 
the Assembly Speaker. The 
action follows a complaint by 
Uthangarai MLA N Elaiyaraja, 
who claimed that he was of-
fered Rs 35 crore to vote against 
the ruling dispensation. Police 
said the journalist, identifi ed as 
Vijayan, senior news editor at 
Puthiya Thalaimurai Television, 
was examined over two days af-
ter investigators found he had 
exchanged "objectionable elec-
tronic communications" with 

the arrested accused, Thiruna-
vukkarasu, and had remained 
in contact with him during the 
period of the alleged conspiracy. 
According to a police release is-
sued late on Thursday, Thiruna-
vukkarasu, a YouTuber from 
Chennai's Arumbakkam who 
runs the opinion polling organ-
isation IPDS, along with several 
others, attempted to infl uence 
Elaiyaraja to vote against the 
TVK in exchange for Rs 35 crore. 
The MLA also claimed that he 
and his family received threats 
after he rejected the off er. Po-
lice claimed their investigation 
uncovered a conspiracy, code-
named "Meghalaya Project", 
aimed at infl uencing around 15 
TVK legislators through mone-
tary inducements to destabilise 
the elected government.

Village development key to Viksit Bharat: Tripura CM
AGARTALA, JULY 17 

Tripura Chief Minister Man-
ik Saha on Friday said that 

bringing positive changes in 
people’s lives is the true bench-
mark of development and 
stressed that sustained eff orts 
must be made to improve the 
socio-economic conditions of all 
sections of society. He also said 
nearly 80 per cent of the state’s 

Panchayats have emerged as 
national front-runners in var-
ious performance parameters, 
refl ecting Tripura’s growing 
prominence in grassroots gov-
ernance. The Chief Minister 
made the remarks while in-
augurating the state-based 
Panchayat Awards 2026-27 pro-
gramme at Gram Swaraj Bhavan 
in AD Nagar. Saha said Tripura 
has earned national recognition 

for its outstanding work in the 
Panchayat sector and credited 
the Panchayati Raj Depart-
ment for its sustained eff orts. 
“We have been honoured at the 
national level for our achieve-
ments in the Panchayat sector. 
The Panchayat Department is 
working in the right direction, 
and people have immense trust 
and confi dence in the Panchaya-
ti Raj institutions,” he said. He 

emphasised that strengthening 
Panchayats is essential for the 
development of both the state 
and the country. “Nearly 75 per 
cent of Tripura’s geographical 
area is rural, and around 75 per 
cent of the state’s population re-
sides in villages and Panchayat 
areas. Therefore, their develop-
ment is crucial. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has consistently 
emphasised the need to make 

Panchayats self-reliant and 
technologically empowered. As 
the Prime Minister has repeat-
edly said, a developed India by 
2047 cannot be achieved with-
out the development of villages,” 
Saha said. Describing villages 
as the foundation of develop-
ment, he said previous govern-
ments had focused largely on 
urban-centric growth while ne-
glecting rural areas.

Induction of LHB 
Coaches in Express Trains

CHENNAI, JULY 17: 

To enhance safety and 
ensure a comfortable 

journey for passengers, the 
existing Conventional rake 
of the following trains will be 
converted into LHB (Linke-
Hofmann-Busch) Coaches as 
detailed below:
1. Train No. 16791/16792 
Tuticorin – Palakkad – 
Tuticorin Palaruvi Ex-
press will run with LHB 
Coaches Ex. Tuticorin with 
eff ect from 20th July, 2026 
and Ex. Palakkad with eff ect 
from 21st July, 2026

 Consequent to the conver-
sion into LHB coaches, the 
composition for the above 
train services  will be re-
vised 1- AC Three Tier Coach, 

5- Sleeper Class Coaches, 
10- General Second Class 
Coaches, 1- Second Class 
Coach (Divyangjan Friendly) 
& 1- Luggage cum Brake Van

2. Similarly, Train No. 
16327/16328 Madurai – 
Guruvayur – Madurai 
Express will run with LHB 
Coaches Ex. Madurai with ef-
fect from 26th July, 2026 and 
Ex. Guruvayur with eff ect 
from 27th July, 2026

Consequent to the con-
version into LHB coaches, 
the composition of the above 
train services  will be revised 
1- AC Three Tier Coach, 2- 
Sleeper Class Coaches, 8- 
General Second Class Coach-
es, 1- Second Class Coach 
(Divyangjan Friendly) & 1- 
Luggage cum Brake Van

SIT to Submit 
Interim Ram 

Temple Donation 
Report

LUCKNOW: The SIT probing 
the alleged embezzlement of 
donations at the Ram temple 
may submit an interim report 
to the Supreme Court on July 
20 in compliance with the apex 
court's directions, sources said 
on Friday. Sources said the 
Special Investigation Team 
may seek more time from the 
Uttar Pradesh government to 
fi nalise its investigation into 
the alleged fi nancial irregu-
larities related to donations re-
ceived by the Shri Ram Janma-
bhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust. 
The development comes days 
after the Supreme Court, while 
hearing petitions seeking a fair 
and time-bound probe into 
the alleged embezzlement of 
donations, directed the SIT to 
submit a status report on its 
investigation.



​As soon as the month of Ashada arrives, the 
“City of Pearls”—Hyderabad—starts glowing. 
Every street in the city is filled with the vi-
brant colors of turmeric, vermilion, and the 

fragrance of flowers. The rhythmic beats of drums, the 
performances of Shiva Shakthis, and the energetic danc-
es of Pothurajus collectively make the city of Hyderabad 
pulsate with the call of the ‘Mother Goddess’ (Amma). The 
‘Bonalu’ festival, which stands as a symbol of Telangana’s 
culture and self-respect, has today gained global recogni-
tion. It stands not just as a festival, but as a platform for 
social bonding and traditions.

​Ashada Month - 
The Arrival of the Mother
​According to Telugu traditions, the month of Ashada 

is considered the most beloved time for the Mother God-
dess. According to mythological tales, it is believed that 
the Mother Goddess visits her parental home during this 
time. Welcoming the Mother and offering ‘Bonam’ with 
devotion is the custom. ‘Bonam’ literally means ‘meal’. 
Rice cooked in a new earthen pot, mixed with jaggery and 
milk, is offered to the Mother Goddess. This is not mere-
ly an offering; it is a gesture of gratitude presented to the 
Goddess.

​Historical Background - 
The Healer of All Ailments
​There is a strong historical background behind the Bon-

alu festival. In the middle of the 18th century, when epi-
demics like cholera were rampant in Hyderabad, people 
prayed to the Mother Goddess to save their lives. It is the 
belief of the people that offering Bonam to the Goddess 

during that time helped in curbing the diseases. Since 
then, this practice has transformed into a tradition and 
has now expanded into a massive Jathara (fair). Starting 
from the Golconda Fort, these festivities follow a chain-
like process, extending to places like Lal Darwaza and the 
Ujjaini Mahakali Temple.

​A Blend of Traditions - 
Dances and Sounds
​The most attractive elements of the Bonalu Jathara 

are the performances of the Pothurajus. Considered the 
brother and protector of the Mother Goddess, their danc-
es, performed in tune with the beats of the drums, fill the 
devotees with enthusiasm. Furthermore, thousands of 
devotees wait for the Shiva Shakthis to get possessed and 
listen to the ‘Bhavishyavani’ (prophecy) they deliver while 
channeling the Goddess. The sight of women, drenched in 
devotion and glowing with turmeric and vermilion, carry-
ing Bonams on their heads and arriving at the temple, is a 
feast for the eyes.

​Modern Hyderabad - 
The Form of the Festival
​As urbanization increases, the form of the Bonalu fes-

tival is also evolving. The celebrations, which were once 
confined to small neighborhoods, have now expanded to 
the IT corridors. It is noteworthy that employees of multi-
national companies are also participating in these festivi-
ties. With colorful electric lights, massive decorative arch-
es, and cultural programs, every intersection in the city 
radiates a festive atmosphere. This is not just a spiritual 
event but a social platform that unites people from various 
walks of life.

​The Message of Unity - Bonalu
​The greatest message given by the Bonalu festival is 

‘Unity’. People, regardless of caste or religion, become 
one in front of the Mother Goddess. From the Old City to 
the new parts of Hyderabad, the act of helping each other 
and sharing meals in every street highlights the greatness 
of Telangana’s culture. This is not just a festival to fulfill 
vows; it is a grand sacrifice that gives self-confidence and 
joy to every individual in society.

​In conclusion, Hyderabad Bonalu is not just a custom; 
it is the heartbeat of a region. Even as the city rushes to-
wards modernity, this Jathara stands as a living testament 
to how much people cherish their roots and traditions. 
Hoping that the city’s people remain prosperous with the 
blessings of the Mother Goddess, the Bonalu Jathara is 
touching the skies with devotion this year as well.

​The Bonalu Jathara is not just a religious celebration; 
it is a reflection of Telangana’s culture, lifestyle, and so-
cial unity. Among the many aspects of the Bonalu festival, 
the ‘decoration of the Bonams that women carry on their 
heads with great devotion and artistic flair’ is the element 
I like the most.

​There are a few reasons for this:
​Spirit of Offering: The process of cooking rice with milk 

and jaggery in a new pot, decorating it with neem leaves, 
turmeric, and vermilion, lighting a lamp, and offering it to 
the Mother Goddess is filled with a sense of pure devotion 
and surrender that feels truly magnificent.

​Artistry: The way the Bonam pots are decorated is a 
wonderful folk art. Every pot appears to be a masterpiece. 
The colors of turmeric and vermilion, the greenery of the 
neem leaves, and the glowing lamp—all these reflect our 
traditional beauty on one hand and devotion on the other.

​Social Unity: Seeing the procession move through 
the streets with Bonams on their heads, in tune with the 
drum beats, clearly shows how people of a region unite 
while worshiping the same Mother and blend into the 
same culture.

​Behind every Bonam lies an individual’s vow, a fami-
ly’s faith, and a society’s cultural heritage. That is why the 
sight of offering the Bonam feels more appealing to me 
than any other aspect of the Jathara.

The winter mist enveloped 
Delhi as anti-apartheid 
icon Martin Luther King 
Jr. arrived at Rajghat on 

10 February 1959 to pay homage to 
his inspiration, Mahatma Gandhi. 
Thirty-one years later, on 18 October 
1990, another champion of the cause 
of blacks, Nelson Mandela, visited 
the same sacred site. Though the two 
leaders never met in their lifetimes, 
India’s capital became a common 
spiritual ground where both drew 
deep inspiration from Gandhi’s phi-
losophy of non-violence, truth, and 
human dignity.

Champion of civil rights Martin 
Luther King Jr. first set foot in the 
city in 1959. Nelson Mandela ar-
rived in 1990, shortly after spending 
27 gruelling years in prison. Delhi 
welcomed both Black leaders with 
open arms, warmth, and deep re-
spect. They participated in public 
programmes, engaged with Indian 
leaders, and paid solemn homage at 
Rajghat, the Samadhi of their shared 
inspiration, Mahatma Gandhi.

Mandela’s first visit on 15 October 
1990 was nothing short of trium-
phant. Nelson Mandela also visited 
Gandhi Smriti, the sacred site where 
Mahatma Gandhi spent his last 
days and was assassinated. Deeply 
moved, Mandela walked through the 
quiet rooms and gardens, reflecting 
on the man whose philosophy had 
shaped his own struggle against 
apartheid. He described the visit as 
a spiritual pilgrimage, drawing fresh 
strength from Gandhi’s message of 
truth, non-violence, and forgive-
ness. Standing there, Mandela paid 
heartfelt homage to the guiding light 
of his life.

 He returned in 1995 and again 
in 2001 to receive the International 
Gandhi Peace Prize. These visits re-
inforced the deep historical friend-
ship between India and South Af-
rica and injected fresh momentum 
into bilateral cooperation in trade, 
education, technology, healthcare, 
and culture. Delhi received him 
each time like a returning hero. Its 
streets, echoing with memories of 
India’s own freedom struggle, felt 
familiar to a man who had sacri-
ficed decades for dignity and jus-

tice. The author had the privilege 
of covering Mandela’s historic 1990 
visit and witnessed firsthand how 
his calm, dignified presence moved 
thousands. His quiet strength and 
infectious smile bridged cultures ef-
fortlessly.

On 10 February 1959, Martin 
Luther King Jr. arrived in Delhi ac-
companied by his wife, Coretta Scott 
King. As one of the first prominent 
African-American leaders to visit 
independent India, King’s journey 
was a pilgrimage. At Rajghat, visi-
bly moved to tears while placing a 
wreath, he told reporters: “To other 
countries I may go as a tourist, but 
to India I come as a pilgrim.” The 
couple received a heartfelt welcome 
from Gandhian leaders and gov-
ernment officials. King met Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Vice President Sarvepalli Radhakr-
ishnan, an encounter he later de-
scribed as meeting the founding fa-
thers of a nation in a single day. He 
addressed students and citizens on 
the transformative power of non-vi-
olent resistance, drawing powerful 

parallels between India’s independ-
ence movement and the American 
civil rights struggle. The Kings 
stayed at the Janpath Hotel (whose 
building now houses the Indira Gan-
dhi National Centre for the Arts). 
King’s Indian tour continued, but he 
returned to Delhi before departing 
on 18 March 1959, carrying renewed 
inspiration.

“King’s time in Delhi was short 
but profound. It linked the struggles 
of Black Americans with India’s own 
fight against injustice and colonial 
oppression,” noted peace activist 
Kaatsu Saan, who is part of the All 
Faith Prayer at the Rajghat for over 
half- century.

Both leaders found in Delhi some-
thing rare and special. A living tes-
tament to the power of ideas over 
force. Mandela’s visits in 1990, 1995, 
and 2001 celebrated hard-won vic-
tory after decades of imprisonment 
and exile. King’s 1959 arrival came 
at the height of his rising influence, 
when he was already a global icon of 
moral courage. Delhi, with its lay-
ered history of empires, invasions, 

resilience, and rebirth, became a 
shared chapter in their extraordi-
nary stories. The capital listened 
attentively to their voices and am-
plified their dreams of equality and 
justice back to the world.

Mandela’s remarkable ability to 
forgive after 27 years of hardship 
and King’s steadfast commitment to 
peaceful marches despite constant 
threats offer timeless lessons. Their 
examples, deeply rooted in Delhi’s 
soil through Gandhi, continue to 
guide contemporary fights for racial 
justice, social equity, and human 
rights across the globe.

As another 18 July arrives, it is 
fitting to reflect on how two great 
men discovered inspiration, solidar-
ity, and friendship in India’s capital. 
Mandela’s warm receptions and 
King’s thoughtful pilgrimage wove 
bright new threads into Delhi’s rich 
historical tapestry. Their legacies 
of hope, dignity, non-violence, and 
unity remain alive in the city’s land-
marks, institutions, and collective 
memory.

Their visits remind us that free-
dom’s call echoes across time, bor-
ders, and generations. In a world 
still grappling with inequality and 
division, Delhi stands proud as a 
witness to these luminous chapters 
of history.

In essence, Delhi did more than 
host these leaders; it embraced their 
spirits, absorbed their wisdom, 
and now carries forward their light 
for future generations to follow. 
Through its streets, memorials, 
and living institutions, the capital 
continues to remind the world that 
the pursuit of equality is a shared 
human journey that Gandhi ignited 
and Mandela and King carried for-
ward with unmatched grace and de-
termination.
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Every few months, a familiar, tragic script plays out across 
India. A spark jumps from a faulty air conditioner, a short 
circuit occurs in a cluttered basement, or an illegal cylin-
der explodes in a makeshift kitchen. Within minutes, a 

structure is engulfed. Lives are lost, families are devastated, and public 
outrage peaks. The media demands accountability, politicians promise 
high-level inquiries and ex-gratia compensation, and municipal bodies 
launch temporary “crackdown” drives. Then, the news cycle moves on. 
The ash settles, the collective memory fades, and the structural vulner-
abilities remain, waiting for the next spark. From coaching centers and 
neonatal hospitals to gaming zones and high-rise apartments, India’s re-
curring fire accidents are no longer unpredictable tragedies. They are a 
systemic failure born of institutional apathy, regulatory evasion, and a 
deeply entrenched culture of safety complacency. The numbers paint a 
grim picture. According to data from the National Crime Records Bu-
reau and various state fire departments, thousands of fire-related deaths 
occur annually in India. While industrial mishaps are frequent, the 
most alarming spike is happening in commercial and residential spaces 
within rapidly urbanizing cities. Urban centers are expanding at a break-
neck pace, but this growth is wildly outstripping the capacity—and the 
will—of regulatory enforcement. At the heart of the crisis lies a blatant 
disregard for the National Building Code (NBC) of India, which outlines 
stringent fire safety guidelines. In reality, obtaining a Fire No Objection 
Certificate (NOC) is frequently treated as a bureaucratic checkbox to be 
bypassed through corruption or political leverage rather than a sacred 
commitment to human life. Buildings are routinely altered after getting 
clearances. Basements meant for parking are illegally converted into 
commercial warehouses full of combustibles; emergency exits are locked 
to prevent theft; and standard fire-retardant materials are swapped for 
cheap, toxic plastics. Furthermore, our cities are structurally choking. 
High-density neighborhoods, particularly in older commercial hubs, fea-
ture webbed overhead wiring, narrow alleyways, and illegally extended 
storefronts. When a fire breaks out, first responders face logistical night-
mares. Mammoth fire tenders cannot navigate the tight lanes, and vital 
minutes are lost trying to access water hydrants that are either broken 
or buried under garbage. However, blaming corrupt officials and poor 
urban planning only covers half the problem. As a society, India lacks 
a foundational “safety culture.” We build multi-story structures without 
functional smoke detectors. We park cars in front of clearly marked fire 
exits. We ignore the basic necessity of conducting regular fire drills, and 
we look the other way when commercial establishments operate with-
out basic suppression systems like sprinklers or extinguishers. Safety is 
viewed as an expensive luxury or an unnecessary hassle rather than a 
non-negotiable right. Turning the tide requires moving past reactive gov-
ernance. First, municipal corporations must face strict legal liability; if 
a building operates illegally without a fire NOC, the local enforcement 
officers must be held criminally accountable alongside the property own-
er. Second, third-party safety audits must be institutionalized, removing 
the monopoly of understaffed government departments and introducing 
transparent, digital tracking of compliance. Finally, fire safety education 
must be normalized in schools, colleges, and workplaces. Citizens must 
be empowered to recognize hazards and demand safety. We cannot af-
ford to keep buying peace with compensation checks. Every single fire 
accident in India is a stark reminder that when we compromise on safety 
regulations to cut costs or speed up construction, we are gambling with 
human lives. It is time to treat fire safety not as an afterthought, but as a 
critical metric of civil dignity and national progress. Our cities are grow-
ing upward and outward; it is time they grew safer, too.

EDITORIAL
The Cost of Complacency: 

Why India’s Cities  
Keep Burning

HOW GANDHI’S SPIRIT UNITES 
MANDELA AND MARTIN LUTHER KING

​HYDERABAD IN DEVOTIONAL FERVOR: 
THE GRANDEUR OF BONALU JATHARA 

THE MANY NAMES OF LOVE

“How do you remain 
so untroubled?”
they ask.
I smile.
Not because life
has been gentle,
but because
whenever it forgot me,
love remembered.
Before I knew hunger,
someone had already 
become bread.
Before I knew fear,
someone had already 
become shelter.
Before I understood 
loneliness,
someone had already 
become home.
Before I learned hope,
someone had already 
begun
dreaming on my 
behalf.
The world
measured my worth
by what I achieved.
They measured my wounds
by what they could heal.
The world asked,
“What have you become?”
They asked,
“Have you eaten?”
Nothing in philosophy,
nothing in scripture,
nothing in history,
has ever spoken
more profoundly
of love.
For years,
I mistook them
for four different lives.
Time corrected me.
They were never four.
They were
the same river,
arriving
through different seasons...
the same flame,
borrowing
different lamps...
the same prayer,
finding
different voices.
As Mother,

love gave me life.
As Elder Sister,
love taught me courage.
As Wife,
love chose to walk beside me.
As Daughter,
love entrusted me
with tomorrow.
Everything else changed
my age,
my dreams,
my failures,
my victories,
even the man I became.
Only love
remained faithful enough
to become
whoever I needed
at every turn of my life.
Perhaps
God never sent
four different women.
Perhaps
He kept sending
the same love,
again and again,
until I finally learned
its only true name.
Woman.

..: Dr. Peruka Raju :..
National Poet
7810032847

Mandela Day ( 18 July)

VIVEK SHUKLA

As the world marks Nelson Mandela International  
Day on 18 July, Delhi stands as the only capital city to have 

welcomed two of history's greatest champions of racial 
justice—Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King Jr. Though they 

never met, both made pilgrimages to Rajghat, drawing  
inspiration from Mahatma Gandhi's ideals of truth, non-violence, 

and human dignity. Their visits transformed the Indian capital 
into a shared symbol of hope, equality, and the universal  

struggle for freedom.

​DR. CHITYALA RAVINDER
7798891795
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It’s Still in Our Hands to 
Combat Poverty and Inequality
Nelson Mandela was 

a South African an-
ti-apartheid revolutionary, 
political leader, and philan-
thropist, served as the fi rst  
Black President from 1994 to 
1999, widely recognised for 
his commitment to democra-
cy, human rights, and recon-
ciliation. He was born on 18 
July 1918 in Mvezo, a small 
village in the Eastern Cape of 
South Africa. He ca,E from a 
royal Thembu family and was 
given the name ‘Rolihlahla, 
means “pulling the branch 
of a tree” or “troublemaker”. 
He was fi rst in his family to 
attend the school where his 
teacher gave him the English 
name “Nelson”. He studied 
at Ford Hare University and 
later at the University of Wit-
watersrand, and was a student 
and political leader and an-
ti-apartheid activist. 

International Nelson 
Mandela Day-2026:

Mandela’s birthday is cele-
brated as “International Nel-
son Mandela Day” on July 
18, aimed to encourage to 
engage in activities of social 
service, protecting environ-
ment, supporting education, 
healthcare, nutrition drives, 
peace-building workshops, 
or volunteering for local ini-
tiatives. On this day citizens 
are asked to volunteer at least 
67-minutes service projects 
that benefi t the communi-
ties, representing 67 years of 
his fi ghting against justice.. 
Mandela was often been com-
pared to Mahatma Gandhi, in 
their commitment to non-vi-
olence and social justice. 
His life demonstrates that 
compassion, determination, 
and courage can bring about 
meaningful change. Mandela 

Day off ers a chance to refl ect, 
act, and uphold the spirit of 
unity that Nelson Mandela 
stood for. 

27 Years of Long Im-
prisonment :

Nelson Mandela was the 
co-founder of African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) Youth 
League in 1944 and became 
a leading voice against racial 
segregation in 1950s. Initially 
committed to non-violent pro-
tests, later co-founded armed 
wing of ANC in response to 
state violence. In 1962, Man-
dela was arrested and sen-
tenced to life imprisonment 
and spent 27 long years in 
jail, became a global symbol 
of resistance and resilience. 
He was released in 1990 and 
played a key role in negotiat-
ing the end of apartheid. In 
1994, he was elected as The 
President of South Africa 

through the country’s fi rst 
democratic election. 

 Theme of Internation-
al Day of Nelson Mande-

la-2025:
Nelson Mandela was a 

prolifi c writer, penned auto-
biography titled “Long Walk 
to Freedom” which vividly 
depicted his childhood, polit-
ical awakening, years in pris-
on, and path to leadership as 
President. The theme of 2026 
International Day of Nelson 
Mandela is “It’s Still in Our 
Hands to Combat Poverty and 
Inequality”, to address persis-
tent poverty and systemic in-
equality, justice, and human 
dignity. Mandela’s extraordi-
nary life showed how one per-
son can transform oppression, 
struggle, and subjugation into 
reconciliation, social justice, 
freedom, human rights, and 
unity.

(On the occasion of “International Day of Nelson Mandela” on 18 July)

Madhya Pradesh's Natural Beauty, History 
and Heritage: CM Dr. Mohan Yadav

DR.BHUPENDRA VIKAL

Bhopal , July 17 : Chief 
Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav 
said that Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi's inspiring 
remark, "MP Ajab Hai, Sab-
se Gajab Hai," vividly refl ects 
Madhya Pradesh's natural 
beauty, rich history and vi-
brant cultural heritage. He 
said the remark continues 
to inspire the state to take 
tourism to new heights. Chief 
Minister Dr. Yadav stated, 
addressing FAITH Conclave 
2026, the country's premier 
annual event for the tour-
ism and hospitality sector, in 
New Delhi, that Prime Min-
ister Shri Modi's governance 
philosophy of ‘What he says, 
He delivers’ has fi rmly es-
tablished India on the global 
tourism map. He added that 
the Prime Minister's mantra 
of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Vishwas’ forms the cor-
nerstone of the government's 
policies, ensuring that the 
benefi ts of development reach 
every section of society. Chief 
Minister Dr. Yadav, speak-
ing at the special session on 
‘Madhya Pradesh: The Heart 
of Incredible India’, reaffi  rmed 
the state government's com-
mitment to making Madhya 
Pradesh a leading tourism and 
investment destination. He 
invited national and interna-
tional investors, tour opera-

tors and tourism stakeholders 
to invest in the state and forge 
new partnerships.

More Than 13 Crore 
Tourists Visited Madhya 
Pradesh in the Past Year

Chief Minister Dr. Yadav 
said that Madhya Pradesh, the 
Heart of Incredible India, is 
the sacred land of Baba Ma-
hakal. He described the state 
as more than just a geograph-
ical entity, calling it a unique 
canvas of rich cultural her-
itage, magnifi cent forts and 
vibrant forests. He said the 
state government is commit-
ted to developing all sites as-
sociated with Lord Shri Ram 
and Lord Shri Krishna as ma-
jor pilgrimage destinations, 
ushering in a new chapter in 
religious tourism. He added 
that more than 13 crore tour-
ists visited Madhya Pradesh 
over the past year, signifi cant-
ly strengthening the state's 
economy.
Simhastha-2028 to Show-
case a Grand and Divine 

Experience
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav 

said that the state government 
is undertaking large-scale 
infrastructure development 
worth nearly ₹30,000 crore to 
ensure that Simhastha-2028 
is organised on a grand and 
divine scale. He said prepa-
rations for one of the world's 
largest religious gatherings 
are progressing rapidly under 

a comprehensive development 
plan. Nearly 30 kilometres of 
riverfront ghats are being de-
veloped to ensure that every 
devotee visiting Simhastha 
has the opportunity to take a 
holy dip in the sacred waters 
of the Kshipra.

Shri Mahakal Lok Has 
Signifi cantly Boosted 

Tourist Footfall in Ujjain
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav 

said that Madhya Pradesh 
is home to two of the twelve 
Jyotirlingas of Lord Shiva. He 
noted that Shri Mahakalesh-
war Temple in Ujjain, the 
country's only south-facing 
Jyotirlinga, is globally re-
nowned for its spiritual signif-
icance and divine grandeur. 
The world-famous Bhasma 
Aarti, performed every morn-
ing, off ers devotees a unique 
spiritual experience. He in-
formed that nearly 8 crore 
devotees have visited Shri 
Mahakal Lok in Ujjain within 

a year of its development.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav 

said that Madhya Pradesh 
is truly the Heart of India 
because of its rich cultural 
heritage, deep spiritual tra-
ditions, natural beauty and 
abundant wildlife. He said the 
state government is continu-
ously strengthening tourism 
through world-class infra-
structure, improved connec-
tivity and investor-friendly 
policies. The Chief Minister 
added that special emphasis 
is being placed on promoting 
cultural, spiritual, heritage 
and sustainable tourism while 
encouraging private invest-
ment. As part of the state's 
eco-tourism initiatives, Kuk-
ru, the picturesque hill station 
in Betul district popularly 
known as the ‘Coff ee Valley’ 
of Madhya Pradesh, is being 
developed as a major tourist 
destination.
Strategic Discussions on 

Investment and Global 
Partnerships

During the conclave, Sec-
retary, Tourism Department, 
and Managing Director of 
the Madhya Pradesh Tourism 
Board, Dr. Ilaiyaraja T., along 
with Managing Director of 
the Madhya Pradesh State 
Tourism Development Corpo-
ration, Shri Dileep Kumar Ya-
dav, held important meetings 
with national and internation-
al tour operators and industry 
representatives. The discus-
sions focused on attracting 
private investment, expand-
ing air connectivity, strength-
ening tourism infrastructure 
and enhancing the global vis-
ibility of Madhya Pradesh's 
tourism destinations.
Madhya Pradesh's Tour-

ism Model Wins National 
Appreciation

At the conclave, states in-
cluding Andhra Pradesh, Gu-
jarat and Uttarakhand show-
cased their tourism models 
and investment opportu-
nities. On this multi-state 
platform, Madhya Pradesh's 
innovations in wildlife tour-
ism, heritage homestays, 
spiritual circuits and rural 
tourism emerged as major 
attractions and received ap-
preciation from industry 
leaders. The two-day FAITH 
Conclave 2026 provided an 
important platform for pro-
moting inter-state collabora-

tion, exploring new tourism 
investment opportunities 
and strengthening India's 
tourism ecosystem. Madhya 
Pradesh's impactful partici-
pation eff ectively showcased 
the state's rich cultural herit-
age, natural beauty and vast 
investment potential before 
the national and internation-
al tourism industry. The con-
clave was attended by Shri 
Pasang Dorjee Sona, Arun-
achal Pradesh's Minister for 
Tourism, Education, Rural 
Works, Parliamentary Aff airs 
and Libraries; Shri Kandula 
Durgesh, Andhra Pradesh's 
Minister for Tourism, Culture 
and Cinematography; Shri 
Hari Kishore, Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Tourism, Govern-
ment of India; Shri Puneet 
Chhatwal, Chairman of the 
Federation of Associations in 
Indian Tourism and Hospital-
ity (FAITH); Shri Ajeet Bajaj, 
President of the Adventure 
Tour Operators Association 
of India (ATOAI); Shri Nakul 
Anand, Patron of FAITH; Shri 
Ved Khanna, Chairman of the 
Association of Domestic Tour 
Operators of India (ADTOI); 
Shri Ravi Gosain, President 
of the Indian Association of 
Tour Operators (IATO); Shri 
Rajiv Mehra, Secretary Gen-
eral of FAITH; and presidents 
and representatives of all 11 
member associations affi  liat-
ed with FAITH.

Concern Raised Over 
Large-Scale Tree Felling in 
the Name of Development

BY SUNIL THAPLIYAL

Barkot, Uttarkashi ut-
tarakhand: Environ-
mentalists have expressed 
serious concern over the 
large-scale felling of trees 
for road widening and other 
infrastructure projects in 
Uttarakhand, stating that 
development should not 
come at the cost of the state's 
fragile ecology. Addressing 
mediapersons in Barkot 
on Friday, social worker 
and "Glacier Lady" Shanti 
Thakur said that while the 
government promotes en-
vironmental conservation 
through campaigns such 
as World Environment Day 
and Harela, thousands of 
trees are simultaneously be-
ing marked for felling in the 
name of development. She 
described this as a contra-
diction between policy and 
practice. Thakur also ex-
tended her support to Lada-
kh-based environmental 
activist Sonam Wangchuk, 
describing him as a dedicat-
ed voice for the protection of 
the Himalayan ecosystem 
and national interest. She 
urged the government to 
engage in meaningful dia-
logue and seriously consider 
the environmental concerns 
raised by him. At the same 
time, she appealed to Wang-
chuk to consider suspending 
his agitation in the larger 
public interest if construc-
tive discussions begin.

Expressing concern over 
extensive mining activities 
in the Himalayan region, 
Thakur said that indiscrim-

inate extraction of valuable 
mineral resources—often re-
ferred to as the "white gold" 
of the mountains—poses a 
serious threat to ecological 
balance. She warned that 
continued destruction of 
forests and natural resourc-
es would adversely aff ect 
biodiversity, water sources, 
local climate and the fragile 
Himalayan ecosystem, fur-
ther aggravating the impacts 
of climate change and rising 
temperatures.

She clarifi ed that environ-
mentalists are not opposed 
to development, but advo-
cate scientifi c, sustainable 
and need-based develop-
ment. According to her, road 
infrastructure can be im-
proved through planned and 
environmentally responsi-
ble widening, ensuring bet-
ter connectivity while min-
imizing ecological damage.

Thakur urged the govern-
ment to strike a proper bal-
ance between development 
and environmental conser-
vation so that Uttarakhand's 
rich natural heritage is pre-
served for future genera-
tions. Among those present 
were Sandeep Chauhan, 
Anuradha Chauhan, Kalpa-
na Thakur and Kamal Singh 
Chauhan, along with several 
environmental activists.

Environmentalist Shanti Thakur Calls for a Balance 
Between Infrastructure and Nature Conservation

Modi Inaugurates and Dedicates 
75 Amrit Stations to the Nation

MALIGAON, 17 JULY, 2026

The Hon’ble Prime Minister of 
India, Shri Narendra Modi, 

today on 17th July 2026, virtually 
inaugurated the redeveloped Ma-
jbatin Rangiya Division (Assam), 
Jalpaiguri Road in Alipurduar Di-
vision (West Bengal) and Haldibari 
in Katihar Division (West Bengal), 
marking a momentous occasion 
for the states and the Northeast 
region. This event stands out as a 
landmark in the national rollout of 
the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme 
(ABSS), as the three stations be-
comes a part of the 75 stations 
inaugurated nationwide today. 
The three Amrit stations have 
been dedicated to the nation at a 
cumulative redevelopment cost of 
approximately Rs. 71 crore. The 
PM also fl agged-off  India's fi rst 
hydrogen-powered train between 
Jind and Sonipat. Themed as the 
"NaMo Green Rail," this hydrogen 
train marks a major milestone in 
India's drive toward clean, sus-
tainable transportation.At Majbat 
Railway Station, the inaugural pro-
gramme was graced by the Hon’ble 

Governor of Assam, Shri Laksh-
man PrasadAcharya, Hon’ble Min-
ister for Welfare of Bodoland and 
Transport, Govt. of Assam, Shri 
Charan Boro, Hon’ble Minister for 
AnimalHusbandry & Veterinary, 
Fisheries, Smt. Nilima Devi and 
Hon’bleMember of Legislative As-
sembly (Tangla), Shri Bikan Chan-
dra Deka. The General Manager of 
NFR, Shri Chetan Kumar Shrivas-
tava, along with other senior rail-
way offi  cials was also present on 
behalf of the zone. At Jalpaiguri 
Road Railway Station, the inau-
gural function was graced by Dr. 
Sukanta Majumdar, Hon'bleUnion 
Minister of States for Education & 
Ministry of Development of North 

Eastern Region, Shri Arjun Singh, 
Minister of Labour & Transport, 
West Bengal, Shri Nagendra Ray, 
Hon’ble Member of Parliament 
(Rajya Sabha) and Dr. Jayanta 
Kumar Roy, Hon’bleMember of 
Parliament (Lok Sabha) of Jalpai-
guri along with senior offi  cers of 
Alipurduar Division of NFR. Sim-
ilarly, at HaldibariRailway Station, 
the ceremony was attended by 
Dr. Jayanta KumarRoy, Hon’ble 
Member of Parliament (Lok Sab-
ha) of Jalpaiguri, along with senior 
offi  cials of Katihar Division and 
NFR, marking another signifi cant 
milestone in the modernization of 
railway infrastructure across the 
region.

The redevelopment of Majbat, 
Jalpaiguri Road and Haldibarirail-
way stations are expected to sig-
nifi cantly enhance passenger con-
venience while acting as a catalyst 
for the socio-economic develop-
ment of the surrounding regions. 
Equipped with modern station 
buildings and amenities including 
Divyangjan-friendly facilities, the 
stations now off er a safer, more 
comfortable and accessible trav-
el experience. Beyond improving 
commuter convenience, the mod-
ernized stations are expected to 
strengthen regional connectivity, 
promote tourism and trade, and 
support the long-term economic 
growth of the areas they serve.

Three Amrit Stations of NFR also InauguratedArunachal cabinet 
clears Rs 7,834 crore 

package, major reforms
ITANAGAR, JULY 17 

The Arunachal Pradesh 
Cabinet, chaired by Chief 

Minister Pema Khandu, on Fri-
day approved a Rs 7,834-crore 
development package, along 
with governance, education, in-
frastructure, and employment 
reforms aimed at improving 
the ease of living, ease of doing 
business, and public service 
delivery in the state. A senior 
offi  cial of the Chief Minister’s 
Offi  ce (CMO) said investments 
were cleared for four fl agship 
Chief Minister’s Comprehen-
sive Schemes for 2026-29. An 
outlay of Rs 2,334 crore was 
approved for Phase-II of the 
Chief Minister’s Comprehen-
sive State Road Development 
Plan (CMCSRDP) to improve 
connectivity in district head-
quarters, sub-divisional head-
quarters and the Capital Com-
plex. Offi  cials were directed 
to complete pending projects 
under Phase-I by March 2027. 
The Cabinet sanctioned Rs 
2,000 crore for the Chief Min-
ister’s Comprehensive State 
Rural Road Development Prog 
ramme (CMCSRRDP) to pro-
vide all-weather connectivity 
to habitations not covered un-
der the Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). Anoth-
er Rs 2,000 crore was approved 
under the Chief Minister’s 
Comprehensive Sta te Pow-

er Development Programme 
(CMCSPDP) to modernise pow-
er infrastructure and reduce 
Aggregate Technical and Com-
mercial (AT&C) losses to 18 per 
cent by March 2029. Rs 1,500 
crore was cleared for Phase-II 
of Mission Shikshit Arunachal 
(2026-29) to bridge school in-
frastructure gaps, strengthen 
teacher training, enhance dig-
ital monitoring and improve 
learning outcomes. The cumu-
lative Rs 7,834 crore invest-
ment aims to converge Central 
and State schemes to address 
critical infrastructure and ed-
ucation gaps, representing one 
of the biggest packages by the 
Pema Khandu government in 
recent years. The Cabinet rolled 
out the AI-powered e-HRMS 
2.0 (Manav Sampada) platform 
to digitise the entire lifecycle of 
government employees, from 
recruitment to retirement, and 
directed all departments to 
adopt it expeditiously. Among 
other decisions, the Cabinet 
approved the Chief Minister’s 
Frontier Sainik School Schol-
arship Scheme to support stu-
dents in notifi ed Sainik Schools 
and the Rashtriya Indian Mili-
tary College, Dehradun. It also 
cleared an Indian Army-led 
mentorship programme to help 
Arunachal youths prepare for 
admission to military institu-
tions and pursue careers in the 
armed forces. 

President Murmu begins landmark 
3-nation tour to Moldova, 

North Macedonia, Romania
President Droupadi 

Murmu will be on the 
three-nation tour from July 
19 to 25 for talks and out-
reach. The tour is meant to 
widen India's eastern Europe 
partnerships in trade, tech-
nology, tourism and strategic 
engagement.

The Ministry of External 
Aff airs said on Friday that 
President Droupadi Mur-
mu will pay state visits to 
Moldova, North Macedonia 
and Romania from July 19 
to 25, with the trip aimed at 
strengthening ties across are-
as such as trade, technology, 
tourism and people-to-peo-
ple exchanges. The MEA said 
the three-nation tour also 
complements India's broad-
er engagement with Europe 
and its strategic partnership 
with the European Union. 
Briefi ng reporters, MEA 
Secretary (West) Sibi George 
said, "The three-nation vis-
it is of considerable historic 
signifi cance, as it marks the 
fi rst-ever bilateral visits by 
an Indian president to the 
Republic of Moldova and the 
Republic of North Macedo-
nia." Murmu's visit to Roma-
nia will be the fi rst state visit 
by an Indian president to that 
country in more than three 
decades, with the previous 
such visit having taken place 
in 1994. George said, "The 
three-nation visit refl ects 
India's growing engagement 
with central and eastern 
Europe, and reaffi  rms our 
commitment to strengthen-
ing our partnerships with the 
countries in the region. It also 
complements India's broader 
engagement with Europe and 

the strategic partnership with 
the European Union," adding 
that it would strengthen col-
laboration in the "three Ts 
– trade, technology and tour-
ism". Murmu will visit Mol-
dova on July 20 at the invita-
tion of President Maia Sandu, 
in what will be the fi rst-ever 
visit by an Indian president to 
the country. During the visit, 
she will hold one-to-one and 
delegation-level talks with 
Sandu, and will also meet 
the Moldovan prime minis-
ter and the President of the 
Parliament of Moldova, Igor 
Grosu. She is also scheduled 
to interact with members of 
the Moldova-India Parlia-
mentary Friendship Group, 
address a business forum and 
meet members of the Indian 
community. The Moldovan 
president will host a banquet 
dinner in her honour. Speak-
ing about ties with Moldo-
va, George said, "India and 
Moldova enjoy warm and 
friendly relations, based on 
mutual respect, democrat-
ic values and cooperation 
in multilateral fora, though 
economic engagement is yet 
to realise its full potential." 
He said Moldova strongly 
condemned the Pahalgam 
terror attack in April 2025 
and expressed strong support 
to India in its fi ght against 
terrorism.Gujarat cops bust mule account 

racket; 3 held for carrying 
out frauds worth Rs 2.86 cr in 18 states
GANDHINAGAR: Three 
persons were arrested for al-
legedly creating fake fi rms 
and opening multiple 'mule 
accounts' to facilitate cyber 
frauds worth more than Rs 
2.86 crore across 18 states, 
Gujarat police offi  cials said 
on Friday. Ahmedabad resi-
dents Nikunjkumar Rajubhai 
Patel, Dixit Jagdishbhai Patel 
and Sumit Vishnubhai Soni 
were arrested by Cyber Cen-
tre of Excellence, Gandhina-
gar, under 'Operation Mule 

Hunt 2.0', a statewide drive 
against organised cybercrime 
networks and mule account 
operators, the offi  cials said. 
"The accused created two bo-
gus fi rms, 'Travelfl ux Private 
Limited' and 'Travocrest Pri-
vate Limited', opened a total 
of 12 bank accounts, and ob-
tained around 60 mule bank 
account kits and SIM cards 
linked to the registered mobile 
numbers of those accounts," 
said Superintendent of Police 
Rajdeepsinh Zala.

Bus fi re: Bomb squad, 
forensic teams sent to 

ascertain cause of blaze
JAMMU: A bomb disposal 
squad and the district forensic 
mobile unit on Friday collected 
samples from the passenger 
bus that caught fi re on the Jam-
mu-Srinagar national highway 
in Ramban district, as police 
launched a detailed investiga-
tion into the cause of the inci-
dent, offi  cials said. The BDS 
and forensic teams, equipped 

with technical equipments, 
reached the site near Karool 
and carried out a thorough ex-
amination of the gutted vehicle, 
they said. The teams screened 
the wheels, front portion and 
interior of the fi re-damaged 
bus and collected various sam-
ples for forensic analysis to de-
termine the exact cause of the 
blaze, offi  cials said.
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China row won’t derail Xi trip: Navarro
WASHINGTON

 
Senior White House advis-
er Peter Navarro on Friday 
indicated that allegations of 
Chinese interference in the 
2020 US presidential election 
would not automatically alter 
the Trump administration's 
broader engagement with Bei-
jing, saying election security 
and US-China policy should 
be treated as "separate lanes" 
even as he defended President 
Donald Trump's push for tight-
er election safeguards.

In an interaction with re-
porters at the White House a 
day after Trump unveiled de-
classified material that he said 
exposed vulnerabilities in the 
2020 election, Navarro asked 
whether the allegations against 
Beijing could prompt changes 
to US trade policy, and replied: 
"I think they're separate lanes."

"China has already, predict-
ably, denied everything, which 
you would expect," he said.

"The story, this isn't a sto-

ry about China. It's about the 
American refusal at the politi-
cal level to safeguard our elec-
tion system, and that happened 
because there are nefarious ac-
tors domestically who wanted 
that 2020 election to go in a dif-
ferent way than the voters did."

Navarro nevertheless ar-
gued that material released 

by the Trump administration 
should raise fresh concerns 
about China's activities before 
the 2020 election.

He alleged that China had 
accessed voter-related data 
and metadata in the run-up to 
the election, saying such ac-
tions, if undertaken, demon-
strated "mal intent in terms of 

what you might do with that 
election." "That should raise 
really deep concerns among 
the American people," he said.

Navarro also claimed new-
ly declassified documents 
showed divisions within the US 
intelligence community over 
whether China was attempting 
to influence the election.

According to Navarro, those 
differences were not fully con-
veyed to the President through 
intelligence briefings.

"We have revelations based 
on documents that have been 
released, that show that there 
was division among the in-
telligence community about 
whether or not the Chinese 
were influencing the election or 
were trying to steal the election 
or not," he said. When a report-
er asked why China should not 
face consequences if it attempt-
ed to interfere in a US election, 
Navarro declined to discuss 
possible punitive measures.

"That's a serious matter. 
It's not what I'm going to be 
talking about today," he said. 
Instead, he argued that the 
immediate priority should be 
strengthening domestic elec-
tion safeguards. "I think the 
focus needs to be on the fact 
that there's holes in our elec-
tion system that can and will 
be exploited by bad actors, both 
foreign and domestic."

Navarro used the briefing 
to promote President Trump's 
proposed Save America Act, 
describing it as legislation re-
quiring voter identification, 
proof of citizenship and tighter 
controls on absentee ballots.

"That's why the Save Amer-
ica Act is critical," he said. "It's 
the most reasonable bill in the 
world. It's ID check. You can 
bring in an ID. Check whether 
you're a citizen."

Reporters also asked wheth-
er the latest allegations against 
Beijing should affect Trump's 
plans to host Chinese President 
Xi Jinping at the White House 
during an expected visit later 
this year. Navarro declined to 
weigh in. "Above my pay grade," 
he said. He instead returned to 
the administration's central 
message that the declassified 
material was intended "to help 
the American people under-
stand the vulnerabilities in our 
election system." "The Save 
America Act is the key to saving 
that," he added.

Trump official Peter Navarro 
urges election overhaul

WASHINGTON

Senior White House trade ad-
viser Peter Navarro on Friday 
defended President Donald 
Trump's renewed focus on 
election integrity, arguing that 
newly declassified material had 
strengthened public concerns 
about vulnerabilities in the US 
electoral system and under-
scored the need for Congress to 
pass the proposed Save Ameri-
ca Act.

A day after Trump's nation-
ally televised address, Navar-
ro told reporters at the White 
House that the administration's 
objective was not to relitigate 
the 2020 presidential election 
but to strengthen safeguards 
for future polls.

"That's not what last night 
was about. What last night was 
about is protecting future elec-
tions," Navarro said. He argued 
that the newly released mate-
rial had prompted Americans 
to reassess the integrity of the 
2020 election, asking whether 
"the probability that that elec-

tion was stolen" had risen "be-
cause of what came out."

Navarro outlined what he 
described as four major issues 
emerging from the declassified 
documents. He first alleged 
that China had accessed US vot-
er-related data before the 2020 
election, saying such activity 
should raise "deep concerns 
among the American people." 
He argued that obtaining vot-
er information and metadata 
suggested "mal intent" even 
though Beijing had denied the 
allegations.

He also criticised what he 
described as divisions within 

the US intelligence community 
over China's alleged election ac-
tivities. Referring to documents 
released by the administra-
tion, Navarro said they showed 
disagreements that were not 
reflected in presidential intelli-
gence briefings.

"There was one very chilling 
comment," he said, referring 
to "an FBI agent, who bragged 
about running a shadow gov-
ernment... to keep key intelli-
gence off the desk of the presi-
dent."

Navarro further claimed the 
documents showed that voting 
machines were "vulnerable to 
being used to sway elections" 
and that such activity "may 
well be undetectable when that 
kind of nefarious activity takes 
place."

He also pointed to what he 
said were nearly 300,000 ille-
gal voters identified by the De-
partment of Homeland Securi-
ty in a limited number of states. 
He argued that even relatively 
small numbers could influence 
closely contested elections.

IAF’s IL-78 carries out mid-air refuelling 
of Australia-bound Rafales in Indonesia

JAKARTA

An IL-78 air-to-air refueller 
of the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
on Friday operated from 
Juanda airport in Indonesia, 
to carry out mid-air refuel-
ling of IAF Rafale fighter air-
craft transiting Indonesian 
airspace, to participate in 
Exercise Pitch Black in Aus-
tralia's Darwin.

"Strengthening India-In-
donesia partnerships, an IL-
78 Air-to-Air Refueller of the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) op-
erated from Juanda airport, 
Surabaya, to carry out mid-air 
refuelling of IAF Rafale fight-
er a/c transiting Indonesian 
airspace, to participate in Ex-
ercise Pitch Black in Darwin, 
Australia," the Indian Embas-
sy in Jakarta wrote on X.

"Embassy and Air War-
riors of India thank and ap-
preciate the assistance and 
opportunity extended by the 
Government of the Repub-

lic of Indonesia in allowing 
Indian military platforms to 
operate from Indonesia," it 
added. India’s Rafale fighter 
jets and a C-17 transport air-
craft arrived in Australia on 
Friday to participate in the 
Royal Australian Air Force’s 
(RAAF) premier multina-
tional air combat exercise, 
Pitch Black 2026, marking 
another step in expanding 
defence cooperation between 
the two countries.

Announcing the arrival of 
the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
contingent, the High Com-
mission of India in Canber-

ra said in a post on X, "The 
High Commission of India is 
proud to welcome the Indian 
Air Force contingent of four 
Rafale and two C17 aircraft 
along with over 120 Air War-
riors to Darwin to participate 
in the Royal Australian Air 
Force’s premier air combat 
exercise Pitch Black 2026."

The diplomatic mission 
added that the deployment 
reflects India’s commitment 
to strengthening military 
partnerships and enhancing 
operational coordination 
with friendly nations.

"Over the next three 

weeks, our Air Warriors will 
fly alongside counterparts 
from participating nations 
towards enhancing interop-
erability, sharpening combat 
flying skills, strengthening 
relationships, and building 
everlasting bonds," the High 
Commission said.

Earlier this month, in a 
special gesture, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's plane 
was escorted by Indonesian 
Air Force jets during his ar-
rival and departure from the 
Indonesian airspace. Deep-
ening defence ties further, 
India and Indonesia signed 
an agreement for the supply 
of BrahMos missiles to the In-
donesian military during PM 
Modi's Jakarta visit. Indone-
sia is also set to import India's 
indigenously developed Astra 
air-to-air missiles. India is 
also likely to provide Indone-
sia with additional batteries 
of the BrahMos supersonic 
cruise missile.

UN human rights offfice 
raises serious concerns 

about deadly unrest in PoK
GENEVA

The Office of the United Na-
tions High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
on Friday raised serious 
concern about infringe-
ments on the rights to free-
dom of expression, peaceful 
assembly and association in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK) amid escalating un-
rest in the occupied territory 
that has left dozens of people 
dead and injured.

In a statement issued, 
Spokesperson for the UN 
High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights, Jeremy Lau-
rence, said that “the crimi-
nalisation of a civil society 
organisation and imposition 
of strict limitations on gath-
erings raise serious concerns 
about infringements on the 
rights to freedom of expres-
sion, peaceful assembly and 
association. Detained JAAC 
leaders must have access 
to legal representation and 
their families. Their rights 
to due process and fair trial 
must be fully guaranteed.”

According to the state-
ment, the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, 
Volker Turk, has called for 
calm and urged prompt, 
thorough and impartial in-
vestigations into all deaths 

that have occurred due to 
the unrest, both amongst 
protesters and members of 
security forces.

The spokesperson not-
ed that dozens of civilians, 
including law enforcement 
personnel, have reported-
ly been killed since June as 
tensions mounted ahead of 
the July 27 election in PoK.

Expressing grave con-
cerns over Pakistani author-
ities’ response to the protest, 
the UN human rights office 
said, “The Joint Awami Ac-
tion Committee (JAAC) - a 
movement behind the pro-
tests comprising traders, 
transporters, students, law-
yers, activists and others 
– has been banned under 
anti-terrorism laws for al-
legedly threatening public 
order and security. Some of 
the group’s leaders have sub-
sequently been arrested.”

The statement noted that 
the restrictions on internet 
access in the region were 
disproportionately under-
mining the right to freedom 
of expression, including 
freedom to seek, 

receive and share infor-
mation at a time of height-
ened tensions. He urged 
the Pakistani authorities to 
ensure full internet access 
throughout the territory. 

Bangladesh Gen Z protest erupts over exam crisis, 
‘farm chicken’ remark by Education Minister

DHAKA

Bangladesh has been gripped 
by a fresh wave of student pro-
tests, with Gen Z returning to 
the streets in Dhaka and other 
cities to press for education 
reforms less than five months 
after the Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) government 
came to power, a report has 
stated.

The tensions emerged amid 
worsening weather conditions 
during the Higher Secondary 
Certificate (HSC) and equiv-
alent examinations. The ex-
ams, which commenced on 
July 2 and involved nearly 
1.3 million candidates, were 
disrupted by torrential rain 
during the second week of 
July. The heavy downpours 
caused widespread flooding 
in the Chittagong region and 

severe waterlogging in major 
cities, including Dhaka and 
Chittagong.

As floods wreaked havoc in 
several parts of Bangladesh, 
the Ministry of Education sus-
pended examinations in five 
districts under the Chittagong 
Education Board. The move 
to keep exams on schedule in 
other education boards, how-
ever, sparked outrage among 
students, according to a re-
port in an online magazine, 
The Diplomat.

"While the flooding was 
worst in Chittagong, the 
weather was also hostile in 
other places, including Co-
milla. Examinees had to 
reach their centres by wad-
ing through knee-deep wa-
ter, getting drenched, and 
facing storms and rain. Many 
students were forced to take 

exams while sick or without 
proper preparation and peace 
of mind. In such a disastrous 
situation, it is natural for an-
ger to brew among students 
and their parents," the report 
detailed, Bangladesh Educa-
tion Minister A N M Ehsanul 
Hoque Milon further intensi-
fied students' anger after an 
audio recording of his phone 
conversation with the parent 

of a female examinee went vi-
ral on social media.

In the clip, Milon was heard 
apparently saying, "In a meet-
ing, someone was saying that 
if my daughter gets a little 
wet, she gets a fever. I said 
that these are farm chickens. 
If they get a little wet, they get 
a fever." The remark, partic-
ularly the reference to "farm 
chickens," triggered wide-

spread anger among students, 
the report noted. Citing local 
media reports, The Diplo-
mat mentioned that students 
staged protests in at least 
13 districts across Bangla-
desh, including Dhaka, Chit-
tagong, and Comilla, blocking 
roads, surrounding education 
boards, and holding rallies.

In Dhaka, the protestors 
also took to the streets, rais-
ing sarcastic slogans such as 
“Who are you? Who are we? 
Farm chicken!” while blocking 
key intersections in the capi-
tal. Amid mounting protests, 
Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Tarique Rahman met Edu-
cation Minister Milon in an 
emergency meeting at the Par-
liament building on July 14. 
Following the meeting, Milon 
apologised in Parliament for 
his comments.

Bangladesh's Future Workforce Shaped by Madrasas: Report
DHAKA

 
Bangladesh cannot achieve its 
goal of becoming an upper-mid-
dle-income , investment-driven 
economy while keeping educa-
tion sector out of the national 
development strategy, a report 
has detailed citing various ana-
lysts.

Recently, Bangladesh's Edu-
cation Minister ANM Ehsanul 
Hoque Milon said that around 
70 lakh students are currently 
enrolled in nearly 25,000 Qa-
wmi madrasas in the country. 
Furthermore, around 14 lakh 
students study in more than 
9,000 Alia madrasas, while 
significant number of children 
study in Ebtedayi institutions, 
implying that a significant 
portion of Bangladesh's fu-
ture workforce is being shaped 
through the madrasa education 
system, a report in Dhaka's 'Dai-
ly Sun' mentioned.

Analysts have raised ques-
tions on whether these students 
are being adequately prepared 
for a future in which Bangladesh 
wants to transform itself into an 
industrial, technology-driven, 
and service-oriented economy. 
Bangladesh government has 
aimed to make the country a 
regional hub for manufactur-
ing, technology, and services 
by reducing its reliance on the 
readymade garment sector 
and attracting investments in 
electronics, pharmaceuticals, 
information technology, logis-
tics, agro-processing, and other 
high-value industries.

According to the report in 
Daily Sun, analysts have said 
that these ambitious plans are 
not enough to attract foreign 
investments as investors want 
to see whether the country has 
enough skilled engineers, tech-
nicians, programmers, elec-
tricians, machine operators, 

quality control professionals, 
and digitally competent work-
ers. They also analyse soft skills 
like communication, teamwork, 
problem-solving ability, and 
adaptability to new technologies 
before investing in any country.

ANM Ehsanul Hoque Milon 
told the leading Bangladeshi 
daily that there is still no com-
prehensive national policy 
for creating market-oriented 

skills in Qawmi madrasas. Max 
Tunon, Country Director of the 
International Labour Organi-
zation (ILO) in Bangladesh said 
that the principal challenge in 
Bangladesh is not simply train-
ing more people but making the 
education system as per labour 
market demands.

"According to analysts, Ban-
gladesh cannot achieve its ambi-
tion of becoming an upper-mid-

dle-income, investment-driven 
economy while leaving one of its 
largest education sectors outside 
the national development strate-
gy. The country needs an educa-
tion system in which a madrasa 
graduate can confidently pursue 
careers in factories, software 
companies, banks, hospitals, 
government institutions, or en-
gineering firms," the Daily Sun 
report detailed.

Earlier in June, a report 
claimed that Bangladesh’s grad-
uate unemployment rate is re-
ported to be three times higher, 
at 13.5 per cent in 2024, than the 
overall rate of unemployment. 
Youth unemployment (age 15-
29 years) is about 10 per cent, 
more than double the overall 
unemployment rate at under 
five per cent. More alarming is 
that about 30 per cent of youth 
are categorised as not in educa-
tion, employment, or training 
(NEET), according to an article 

in Dhaka-based 'The Daily Star'.
Jobless economic growth is 

much more an economic policy 
problem than an education and 
training problem. About a dozen 
major projects on skill develop-
ment and employment creation 
have been undertaken in Ban-
gladesh in the last two decades, 
some of which were funded by 
the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) and the World Bank.

These projects have expand-
ed training opportunities and 
contributed to building the in-
stitutional support structure. 
Yet, complaints of mismatch and 
volume of graduate unemploy-
ment have not abated. Rough 
estimates based on Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics data indi-
cate that 22 lakh youth enter the 
job market every year, but any 
kind of new jobs available are 
only about 14 lakh, leaving more 
than a third of new job-seekers 
unemployed, the report states.

Historic cargo 
service between 

Kolkata and Nepal’s 
Biratnagar begins

KATHMANDU

A first-ever rail cargo ser-
vice between Kolkata and 
Biratnagar, an eastern city 
in Nepal, officially began 
on Friday, marking a ma-
jor milestone in facilitating 
imports from third coun-
tries under the Nepal–India 
Transit Treaty.

The inaugural freight 
train departed from Kolk-
ata Port on Friday carrying 
40 high-capacity containers 
bound for the Biratnagar 
Customs Yard, the Con-
sulate General of Nepal in 
Kolkata said in a press state-
ment. 

The inaugural service was 
jointly flagged off by Nepal's 
Consul General in Kolkata, 
Jhakka Prasad Acharya, 
along with officials from 
Kolkata Customs, Kolkata 
Port and the Container Cor-
poration of India Limited 
(CONCOR).

Kuwait says soldiers 
injured, power plant 

damaged in Iranian attacks
KUWAIT

Several members of Kuwait's 
armed forces were injured and 
a power generation and water 
desalination plant was dam-
aged on Friday in Iranian at-
tacks, Kuwaiti authorities said.

The soldiers were injured by 
"hostile" drone attacks, which 
targeted "several facilities 
and camps affiliated with the 
Kuwaiti Army this morning," 
the army said on social media 
platform X. It did not disclose 
the number or severity of the 
injuries. Earlier on Friday, Ku-
wait's Ministry of Electricity, 
Water and Renewable Energy 
said on X that an Iranian attack 
struck a power generation and 
water desalination plant in the 
country, triggering a fire and 
causing extensive damage to 
the facility, Xinhua news agen-
cy reported.

Firefighting teams had 
brought the blaze under con-
trol, while technical crews were 
working to repair the damaged 

units and restore them to ser-
vice, said the ministry. It urged 
residents to conserve electricity 
during what it called an "excep-
tional period."

Separately, Kuwait's Foreign 
Ministry condemned the at-
tacks as a violation of the coun-
try's sovereignty and interna-
tional law, warning they risked 
further destabilising the region 
and reaffirming Kuwait's right 
to protect its security.

The development came amid 
heightened regional tensions 
despite a peace memorandum 
of understanding signed by the 
United States and Iran in mid-
June, under which they were 
expected to hold negotiations 
within 60 days toward a final 
agreement. Meanwhile, the 
Iranian Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps (IRGC) said on 
Friday that it carried out re-
taliatory strikes against the US 
special operations command 
centre in Syria, American 
weapons depots and launchers 
in Kuwait.

Panama’s Foreign 
Minister to visit 
India on July 19

NEW DELHI

Javier Eduardo Marti-
nez-Acha Vasquez, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Pana-
ma, will be undertaking an 
official visit to India from July 
19-23, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) announced 
on Friday. According to the 
MEA, the Foreign Minister of 
Panama will arrive in India on 
Sunday and will hold meetings 
with Piyush Goyal, Minister 
for Commerce and Industry, at 
the New Parliament Building 
and External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S Jaishankar at Hyder-
abad House on Monday.

After attending some pro-
grammes in Delhi on Tuesday, 
he will also hold a meeting 
with Sarbananda Sonowal, 
Minister of Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways, at Transport 
Bhavan on Wednesday.



Sensex and Nifty surged 
on Friday as IT stocks, 

Reliance Industries and 
private banks led buying. 

The S&P BSE Sensex 
was up 953.76 points, 
or 1.24%, at 78,140.63 
around 3:07 pm, after 
touching an intraday 

high of 78,282.55.

Benchmark stock market 
indices rallied sharply on 

Friday, with the Sensex surging 
nearly 1,000 points and the Nif-
ty gaining over 1%, driven by a 
strong rally in IT stocks, buying 
in index heavyweights such as 
Reliance Industries and bank-
ing stocks, and the absence of a 
major spike in crude oil prices 
despite continuing US-Iran 
tensions. The S&P BSE Sensex 
was up 953.76 points, or 1.24%, 
at 78,140.63 around 3:07 pm, 
after touching an intraday high 
of 78,282.55. The NSE Nif-
ty50 climbed 259.10 points, or 
1.08%, to 24,331.85, after hit-
ting a high of 24,367.30. The 
rally was largely led by heavy-
weight stocks, while the broad-
er market failed to participate 
to the same extent. The Nifty 
100 gained 0.88%, Nifty 200 
rose 0.64% and Nifty 500 ad-
vanced 0.46%. In contrast, the 
Nifty Midcap 100 fell 0.34%, 
while the Nifty Smallcap 100 
declined 0.20%. India VIX, the 
market's fear gauge, rose near-
ly 2% to 13.14, indicating that 
some caution persisted despite 
the sharp rise in benchmark 
indices. Here are three major 
reasons behind the sharp rally 
on Dalal Street today.

IT STOCKS SURGE AF-
TER TECH MAHINDRA 

RESULTS
The biggest boost to the 

market came from IT stocks 
after Tech Mahindra's bet-
ter-than-expected June-quar-
ter performance lifted senti-
ment across the sector. The 
Nifty IT index jumped nearly 
2% to trade above 29,280, 
emerging as one of the top-per-

forming sectoral indices. Tech 
Mahindra led the IT rally, surg-
ing nearly 5% after its results. 
TCS jumped over 3%, Persis-
tent Systems gained around 
2.5%, HCLTech advanced 
nearly 2.5%, Mphasis rose over 
1.7% and Infosys gained around 
1.5%. OFSS also traded higher.
The rally in IT stocks was sig-
nifi cant for the benchmark 
indices, with Tech Mahindra 
and TCS among the top Sensex 
gainers. Tech Mahindra was up 
4.73% and TCS gained 3.08%, 
while Infosys advanced 1.74% 
and HCLTech rose 1.37%.

The buying followed Tech 
Mahindra's stronger-than-ex-
pected June-quarter perfor-
mance. The company reported 
consolidated revenue of Rs 
15,711.9 crore, up 4.2% sequen-
tially and ahead of expectations 
of Rs 15,486 crore. Its EBIT 
rose 8.6% sequentially to Rs 
2,264 crore, while the EBIT 
margin expanded 60 basis 
points to 14.4% from 13.8% 
in the previous quarter. The 
company also reported new 
deal wins of $1.078 billion, up 
33.3% year-on-year. Axis Se-
curities said Tech Mahindra 
remains focused on GenAI op-
portunities, including auton-
omous networks and network 
optimisation for telecom com-
panies. Its Comviva business 
is also leveraging AI to reduce 
customer churn and increase 
average revenue per user. The 
brokerage remains optimistic 
about the company's prospects 
for healthy revenue growth 

and margin expansion over the 
long term. It maintained a 'Buy' 
rating on Tech Mahindra and 
raised its target price marginal-
ly to Rs 1,735 per share from Rs 
1,730. The results appeared to 
provide a positive read-through 
for the broader IT sector, trig-
gering buying across major 
software exporters.

RIL, BANKING HEAV-
YWEIGHTS ADD TO 

RALLY
The second major driver 

was strong buying in heav-
yweight stocks, particularly 
Reliance Industries and pri-
vate sector banks. Reliance In-
dustries jumped 2.37% ahead 
of its June-quarter earnings 
announcement after market 
hours. The rise in the index 
heavyweight provided signifi -
cant support to both the Sensex 
and Nifty. Sentiment around 
the Reliance group was also 
supported by Jio Financial 
Services' June-quarter per-
formance, adding to optimism 

ahead of RIL's results. Banking 
and fi nancial stocks also rallied 
ahead of another set of major 
earnings.

Kotak Mahindra Bank was 
among the biggest Sensex gain-
ers, surging 3.41%. Bajaj Fi-
nance gained 1.90%, Axis Bank 
rose 1.86%, ICICI Bank climbed 
1.49%, HDFC Bank advanced 
1.35% and SBI gained 1.32%.

The Nifty Private Bank in-
dex gained 2.05%, while Nifty 
Financial Services rose 1.14%. 
The Nifty Financial Servic-
es Ex-Bank index also traded 
0.44% higher. Dr. VK Vijay-
akumar, Chief Investment 
Strategist, Geojit Investments 
Limited, said major corporate 
earnings could determine the 
market's direction in the com-
ing sessions. "The big results 
from RIL today after market 
hours, and the results of the 
private banking majors on Sat-
urday can have an impact on 
the market next week. Private 
sector banks are expected to 

report good numbers," he said. 
The buying was not restricted 
to IT and fi nancial stocks. Nif-
ty Realty gained 1.45%, Auto 
advanced 1.30%, Oil & Gas rose 
0.83% and FMCG added 0.81%. 
Among other Sensex heavy-
weights, Hindustan Unilever 
gained 2.28%, Mahindra & Ma-
hindra rose 1.95%, Power Grid 
advanced 1.01% and Larsen & 
Toubro gained nearly 1%.

However, the rally was not 
broad-based across all sectors. 
Nifty Pharma declined 1.37%, 
Nifty Healthcare fell 1.24%, 
Nifty 500 Healthcare lost 1.18% 
and Nifty Metal slipped 0.49%.

NO MAJOR OIL PRICE 
SPIKE DESPITE US-IRAN 

TENSIONS
The third factor supporting 

sentiment was the relatively 
contained movement in crude 
oil prices despite continued 
tensions between the US and 
Iran. Brent crude was trading 
at $85.58 per barrel, up 1.60%, 
while WTI crude gained 1.84% 
to $80.40. While crude prices 
remained elevated and moved 
higher during the session, the 
absence of a much sharper spike 
despite the ongoing geopolitical 
tensions off ered some relief to 
domestic investors. Crude oil 
prices are particularly impor-
tant for Indian markets as the 
country is one of the world's 
biggest oil importers. A sharp 
and sustained rise in crude can 
increase India's import bill, 
add to infl ationary pressures 
and put further pressure on the 
rupee. However, geopolitical 

developments and the rupee 
remain important risks for the 
market. Vijayakumar said the 
depreciating rupee has been 
weighing on domestic equities 
this week.

"The range bound construct 
of the market is likely to con-
tinue. Depreciating rupee has 
been weighing on the market 
this week. FCNR B deposit mo-
bilisation by commercial banks 
is running below expectations, 
impacted by the high bond 
yields in the US. This trend, 
contrary to expectations, has 
impacted the rupee making 
it the worst performing cur-
rency in Asia this week with a 
depreciation above 1%. This 
has again impacted FII fl ows 
which had turned positive ear-
ly this month. Yesterday FIIs 
sold equity for Rs 4206 crores 
which might impact sentiments 
today," he said. The sharp rise 
in the Sensex and Nifty, de-
spite weakness in midcap and 
smallcap indices, indicates that 
Friday's rally was largely driven 
by heavyweight stocks. Strong 
gains in IT majors, buying in 
Reliance Industries and pri-
vate banks, along with the ab-
sence of a fresh oil price shock, 
helped push the Sensex close to 
the 1,000-point gain mark. In-
vestors will now closely watch 
Reliance Industries' earnings 
after market hours and re-
sults from major private sector 
banks over the weekend, which 
could determine whether the 
momentum in large-cap stocks 
continues into next week.
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Sensex Soars Nearly 
1,000 Points; 3 Key Drivers

Mangalya Shopping Mall Expands 
Footprint: Grand Opening of 32nd Store 

HYDERABAD, JULY 17, 
2026: 

Mangalya Shopping Mall, 
a trailblazer in the re-

tail textile industry, celebrat-
ed a signifi cant milestone 
today with the grand inau-
guration of its 32nd branch 
in Dilsukhnagar, Hyderabad. 
Since its inception in Wa-
rangal in 2012, the brand has 
been synonymous with quali-
ty, aff ordability, and trendset-
ting fashion across Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh, and Kar-
nataka. The grand opening 
ceremony was graced by pop-
ular fi lm actress Meenakshi 
Chaudhary, who served as the 
Chief Guest. Amidst a large 
gathering of enthusiastic fans 
and customers, she lit the cer-
emonial lamp and inaugurat-
ed the new store. Following 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
she explored the diverse col-
lections and interacted warm-
ly with her fans. Speaking at 

the event, Meenakshi Chaud-
hary stated, "I am confi dent 
that the people of Dilsukhna-
gar will extend their support 
to Mangalya Shopping Mall. 
With their blessings, this 
branch is set to achieve great 
success." The Directors of 
Mangalya Shopping Mall—
Pulluru Narasimha Murthy, 
Kasam Namashivaya, Kasam 
Mallikarjun, Kasam Kedar-
inath, Kasam Shiva Prasad, 
and Pulluru Arun Kumar—
shared their vision for the 
brand:

 Customer-Centric Value: 
"Our success lies in provid-
ing high-quality clothing 
for every segment and oc-
casion at aff ordable prices."

 Modern Heritage: "By inte-
grating our own handloom 
products with contempo-
rary market trends, we re-
main at the forefront of the 
textile industry."
The new store off ers a com-

prehensive family shopping 
experience, featuring the 
latest fashion collections for 
men, women, and children. 

It also houses an extensive 
range of exclusive wedding 
collections. With this launch, 
residents of Dilsukhnagar no 
longer need to travel to dis-
tant locations for their wed-
ding or festive shopping. The 
store caters to a wide spec-
trum of budgets, with apparel 
priced from ₹99 to ₹1 lakh, 
solidifying Mangalya’s rep-
utation as a complete family 
destination.
Future Expansion Plans

Addressing the media re-
garding future growth, the 
directors announced plans to 
launch 10 new projects across 
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 
and Karnataka in the near fu-
ture. They also revealed plans 
to expand their footprint 
into Tamil Nadu. Aiming to 
be the premier retail desti-
nation on a pan-India scale, 
the directors cordially invited 
all families to visit the new 
Dilsukhnagar store to experi-
ence a new standard in retail.

Maruti Challenges Landmark E20 
Ruling, Blames Contaminated Fuel

Maruti Suzuki has 
said it will challenge a 
consumer court order 

directing the carmaker 
to replace a customer's 
Grand Vitara in what 

has emerged as India's 
fi rst legal ruling in-

volving alleged vehicle 
damage linked to E20 

petrol.

The country's largest car-
maker has disputed the 

fi nding, saying the Grand Vi-
tara involved in the case was al-
ready compatible with E20 pet-
rol and that there was evidence 
of contamination in the fuel 
collected from the customer's 
vehicle. The response comes af-
ter the District Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commission in 
Raipur, Chhattisgarh, directed 
Maruti Suzuki to replace the 
customer's vehicle with a new 
E20-compatible car. The ruling 
has attracted attention amid a 
wider debate over India's shift 

to petrol blended with 20% 
ethanol. "The car in this case 
was an E20 compatible car, 
fully equipped to handle E20 
fuel and so disclosed in the 
owner's manual. There is evi-
dence of contamination in the 
fuel collected from the custom-
er's vehicle. Several other rel-
evant facts have also not been 
refl ected in the order," Maruti 
Suzuki said in a statement. The 
company said it would take the 
"necessary steps" to challenge 
the order before an appropri-
ate higher forum in accordance 
with the law.

WHAT IS THE E20 CASE 
ABOUT?

The dispute involves a cus-
tomer who approached the 
consumer commission alleg-
ing that E20 petrol had caused 
problems with a Maruti Suzuki 
Grand Vitara Strong Hybrid. 
The consumer court directed 
Maruti Suzuki to provide the 
customer with a replacement 
Grand Vitara or pay Rs 20 
lakh in damages. The case is 
being closely watched as the 
fi rst known legal ruling in In-
dia concerning alleged vehicle 
damage from E20 petrol. Other 
reports on the consumer com-
mission's order said the car-
maker and dealer were direct-
ed to take back the vehicle and 
provide a new E20-compatible 
car of the same model. If the 
replacement was not complet-
ed within the stipulated period, 
the order provided for a refund 
of the vehicle cost and registra-
tion charges.
MARUTI SAYS E20 WAS 

NOT THE PROBLEM
Maruti Suzuki's defence, 

however, challenges the cen-
tral premise of the dispute. The 
company maintains that the 
vehicle was already designed 
to run on E20 petrol and that 
this compatibility was clearly 
mentioned in the owner's man-
ual. More importantly, Maruti 
has pointed to what it says was 
evidence of contamination in 
the fuel taken from the vehicle. 
This means the two sides diff er 
on a crucial question: wheth-
er the problems experienced 
by the customer were linked 
to E20 petrol itself or to the 
quality of the fuel used in the 
vehicle. Maruti also claimed 
that "several other relevant 
facts" were not refl ected in the 
consumer commission's or-
der, although its statement did 
not provide further details on 
those facts. Maruti Suzuki has 
made it clear that the consumer 
commission's ruling may not 
be the fi nal word in the matter.

REC to Set Up 
20 Smart Classrooms in 

West Bengal Schools
GURUGRAM: 

REC Limited, a Maha-
ratna CPSE under the 

Ministry of Power and a 
leading NBFC, has signed 
a Memorandum of Agree-
ment (MoA) with Career 
Forum for the implemen-
tation of a Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) pro-
ject titled "Establishment 
of 20 Smart Classrooms in 
Government Schools of Ali-
purduar, West Bengal." The 
MoA was signed on July 14, 
2026 by Shri Arun Kumar 
Tyagi, Executive Direc-
tor (CSR), REC Limited, 
and Shri Anant Chauhan, 
Chairman, Career Forum, 
in the presence of Shri L. B. 
Nautiyal, HoD (CSR), REC 
Limited, along with oth-
er senior officials of REC 
Limited. Under this CSR 
initiative, 20 Smart Class-

rooms will be established 
in Government schools 
across the Alipurduar dis-
trict of West Bengal. The 
project is expected to ben-
efit more than 1,500 stu-
dents by providing access 
to technology-enabled, 
interactive learning tools 
that foster greater class-
room engagement and im-
prove learning outcomes. 
The initiative is aimed at 
strengthening digital edu-
cation infrastructure in ru-
ral and tribal areas of West 
Bengal by integrating mod-
ern teaching technologies 
into government schools. 
It ref lects REC Limited's 
continued commitment 
to bridging the digital di-
vide, promoting inclusive 
education, and empower-
ing students with access to 
quality, technology-driven 
learning opportunities.

EPFO plans universal PF for self-
employed, gig and unorganised workers
If implemented, the proposed 

scheme could signifi cantly 
expand India's social securi-
ty system by giving millions of 
self-employed individuals and 
workers in the unorganised sec-
tor an opportunity to save for 
retirement through a trusted and 
structured provident fund mech-
anism. For years, the Employ-
ees' Provident Fund (EPF) has 
largely been linked to salaried 
jobs in the organised sector. But 
what if you're a freelancer, a gig 
worker, a shop owner or someone 
who works for yourself? You may 
soon be able to save for retire-
ment through the same system. 
The Employees' Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO) is working 
on a framework that could allow 
self-employed individuals, gig 
workers, people employed in the 
unorganised sector and workers 
in exempted establishments to 
voluntarily contribute to a uni-
versal provident fund scheme, 
reported The Times of India. If 

the proposal goes ahead, mil-
lions who are currently outside 
the EPF network could fi nally get 
access to a structured retirement 
savings plan. The proposal is still 
in its early stages, but if it gets the 
green light, it could bring social 
security benefi ts to millions of 
workers who are currently out-
side the EPF system.

WHO COULD BENEFIT?
At present, EPF mainly covers 

employees working in establish-
ments with 20 or more workers. 
This leaves a large section of In-

dia's workforce outside the social 
security system. The proposed 
scheme aims to include self-em-
ployed professionals, freelancers 
and consultants, gig workers, 
including delivery partners and 
cab drivers, workers in the un-
organised sector, and employees 
of exempted establishments who 
are not part of the regular EPFO 
framework. The idea is to give 
these workers an opportunity to 
build retirement savings through 
a voluntary provident fund ac-
count.

FLEXIBLE CONTRIBU-
TIONS

Unlike the existing EPF sys-
tem, where employers and em-
ployees make monthly contri-
butions, the proposed scheme is 
expected to off er much greater 
fl exibility. Subscribers may be 
able to contribute as often as 
they like, daily, monthly or even 
once a year, depending on their 
income and fi nancial situation. 
This could make the scheme 
more practical for people whose 
earnings are irregular, such as 
freelancers or gig workers.

TAX BENEFITS
The accumulation phase of the 

proposed scheme is expected to 
work on lines similar to the ex-
isting EPF model. According to 
offi  cials, annual contributions 
of up to Rs 2.5 lakh could enjoy 
full tax exemption. The interest 
earned on these contributions is 
also expected to remain tax-free, 
similar to the present EPF rules. 
This means subscribers could 

build a retirement corpus while 
also benefi ting from tax savings.

ENTIRELY SELF-FUNDED
Unlike the Pradhan Mantri 

Shram Yogi Maandhan Yojana, 
where the Central government 
contributes half of the pension 
contribution, the proposed EPFO 
scheme will not receive any fi -
nancial support from the gov-
ernment, mentioned the report. 
Subscribers will build their re-
tirement corpus entirely through 
their own contributions.

WORK ON THE FRAME-
WORK HAS BEGUN

Although the government 
has not yet formally approved 
the proposal, EPFO has already 
fl oated a tender to develop the 
IT infrastructure needed to sup-
port the scheme. The proposal 
also fi ts with the implementation 
of the new labour codes, under 
which online platforms such as 
food delivery companies and taxi 
aggregators have been asked to 
register their workers. 

SEBI warns fi rms 
against ‘Boss Scam’ cyber 

fraud targeting CEOs
MUMBAI, JULY 17 

Capital markets regulator 
Securities and Exchange 

Board of India (SEBI) on Fri-
day cautioned listed compa-
nies and regulated entities 
against an emerging cyber 
fraud known as the "Boss 
Scam", in which cybercrimi-
nals impersonate chief execu-
tive offi  cers (CEOs), managing 
directors (MDs) or other sen-
ior offi  cials to trick employees 
into transferring funds. The 
advisory comes after the Indi-
an Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre (I4C) fl agged a rise in 
CEO and MD impersonation 
frauds targeting organisations 
through email, WhatsApp, Mi-
crosoft Teams and other social 
media platforms. According to 
SEBI, fraudsters pose as sen-
ior executives and send urgent 
messages or make calls in-
structing fi nance or accounts 
personnel to transfer money 
to specifi ed bank accounts. 
“Fraudsters are targeting 
CEO or high ranking offi  cial 
via email or WhatsApp by im-
personating them. The com-
munication through email/ 
WhatsApp/Microsoft Teams/
other social media platforms 
with their subordinates or 
counterparts, directs them to 

carry out instructions given to 
them resulting in transfer of 
funds to fraudsters,” SEBI said 
in its advisory. In some cases, 
cybercriminals use artifi cial 
intelligence-based tools such 
as voice cloning and deepfake 
video calls to make the im-
personation appear authentic. 
The regulator also warned 
about another modus operan-
di in which fraudsters send a 
compressed ZIP fi le contain-
ing malicious software. Once 
opened on a Windows device, 
the malware can hijack an ac-
tive WhatsApp Web session, 
enabling cybercriminals to 
access the victim's account 
and send fraudulent payment 
instructions to fi nance teams. 
SEBI said fraudsters may also 
manipulate contact lists on 
compromised devices by sav-
ing their own phone numbers 
under the names of CEOs or 
managing directors, making 
fraudulent calls or messages 
appear genuine. 

Jio Platforms 
net profi t rises 

9.2 pc to 
Rs 7,764 cr in Q1

NEW DELHI: (Jul 17) 
Jio Platforms on Friday 
reported a 9.2 per cent 
increase in profit after 
tax to Rs 7,764 crore in 
the first quarter ended 
June 2026, driven by 
sustained gains in sub-
scriber market share, 
ARPU and sale of dig-
ital services. Jio Plat-
forms (JPL), which hous-
es digital and telecom 
businesses, had posted 
profit after tax (PAT) 
of Rs 7,110 crore a year 
ago. "The Digital Servic-
es business continued 
its growth momentum 
during the quarter. Jio’s 
performance across mo-
bility, home broadband 
and enterprise services 
remained strong, driv-
ing healthy earnings 
growth of 15 per cent 
Y-o-Y," Reliance Indus-
tries Limited Chairman 
and Managing Director, 
Mukesh Ambani said in 
a statement.



A Market Rebounding with 
Confidence

After facing disruptions dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, 
India's property market has 
witnessed a remarkable recov-
ery. Home sales have consist-
ently remained strong across 
major metropolitan cities, 
while commercial real estate 
has benefi ted from the return 
of employees to offi  ces and 
expanding Global Capability 
Centres (GCCs). Developers 
have become more disciplined, 
launching projects only after 
securing approvals and ensur-
ing adequate fi nancing. Buyers 
are also more informed than 
ever before, comparing projects 
online, verifying approvals, and 
preferring reputed developers. 
The result is a healthier mar-
ket characterised by stronger 
demand, better regulation, and 
improved accountability.
Residential Housing Contin-

ues to Lead
The residential segment re-

mains the largest contributor 
to India's real estate industry. 
Demand has been particularly 
strong in cities such as Hyder-
abad, Bengaluru, Pune, Chen-
nai, Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, Ah-
medabad, and Kolkata.

Several factors are driving 
home purchases:

 Rising household incomes
 Stable employment in IT, 

manufacturing, banking, 
and services

 Improved mortgage availa-
bility

 Growing preference for 
home ownership

 Nuclear family structures
 Better lifestyle aspirations

Luxury housing has emerged 
as one of the fastest-growing 
segments. High-net-worth in-
dividuals, NRIs, entrepreneurs, 
and professionals are increas-
ingly investing in premium 
apartments and villas off ering 
smart home technology, club-
houses, wellness facilities, and 
sustainable features. Mean-
while, aff ordable housing con-
tinues to receive policy support, 
although rising land prices and 
construction costs have slowed 
supply in several cities.

Infrastructure Is Driving 
Property Growth

Infrastructure has become 
one of the biggest catalysts 
for real estate appreciation. 
Projects such as expressways, 
metro rail networks, regional 
rapid transit systems, new air-
ports, industrial corridors, and 

logistics parks are reshaping 
urban development. Cities are 
expanding beyond traditional 
centres as improved connec-
tivity allows buyers to consid-
er suburban locations. Areas 
located near metro stations, 
ring roads, expressways, and 
upcoming airports are witness-
ing signifi cant appreciation in 
land values. Infrastructure-led 
growth has particularly bene-
fi ted states including Telanga-
na, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh.

Commercial Real Estate 
Regains Momentum

India remains one of the 
world's most attractive offi  ce 
markets. Global companies 
continue expanding operations 
through Global Capability Cen-
tres (GCCs), technology hubs, 
fi nancial services, engineering 
centres, and research facilities. 
Bengaluru continues to dom-
inate offi  ce leasing, followed 
by Hyderabad, Pune, Chennai, 
Mumbai, and Delhi-NCR.

Modern office spaces now 
focus on:

 Flexible workspaces
 Energy-effi  cient buildings
 Smart security systems
 Green certifi cations
 Employee wellness
 Hybrid workplace designs

Although remote work remains 
common in some industries, 
companies increasingly 
prefer collaborative offi  ce 
environments, supporting 
steady demand for Grade-A 
offi  ce space.

Warehousing and Logistics 
Witness Rapid Expansion
India's logistics sector has 

transformed signifi cantly fol-
lowing the implementation 
of GST and the rapid growth 
of e-commerce. Major online 
retailers, manufacturing com-
panies, third-party logistics 
providers, and FMCG fi rms 
continue investing heavily in 
large warehouses across strate-
gic locations.
Demand is strongest around:

 Delhi-NCR
 Mumbai Metropolitan Re-

gion
 Bengaluru
 Hyderabad
 Chennai
 Pune
 Ahmedabad

The government's focus on 
multimodal logistics parks and 
freight corridors is expected 
to further strengthen this seg-
ment.

Data Centres Create a New 
Asset Class

India's digital economy is 
driving enormous demand for 
data centres. Cloud computing, 
artifi cial intelligence, digital 
banking, streaming platforms, 
e-commerce, and government 
digitisation initiatives require 
secure data storage infrastruc-
ture. Cities like Mumbai, Chen-
nai, Hyderabad, Bengaluru, 
Noida, and Pune have become 
preferred destinations for data 
centre investments due to relia-
ble connectivity and power avail-
ability. Global investors view In-
dia's data centre market as one of 
the fastest-growing in Asia.

Rise of Tier-II and 
Tier-III Cities

Smaller cities are becoming 
major real estate destinations. 
Improved highways, better in-
ternet connectivity, expanding 
educational institutions, indus-
trial investments, and remote 
work have encouraged fami-
lies and professionals to settle 
beyond metropolitan areas. 
Cities such as Visakhapatnam, 
Coimbatore, Indore, Lucknow, 
Bhubaneswar, Nagpur, Surat, 
Jaipur, Kochi, and Vijayawada 
are attracting signifi cant resi-
dential and commercial invest-
ments. Lower property prices 
and improving infrastructure 
make these cities attractive for 
fi rst-time buyers and investors.
Technology Is Transforming 

Real Estate

Technology has fundamen-
tally changed the way Indians 
buy and sell property.

Today's buyers can:
 Take virtual property tours
 Compare prices online
 Verify legal approvals
 Check neighbourhood re-

views
 Calculate EMIs instantly
 Complete digital documenta-

tion
Artifi cial Intelligence is help-

ing developers understand buy-
er preferences, while drones, 
Building Information Model-
ling (BIM), and construction 
automation are improving 
project execution. PropTech 
companies are simplifying 
transactions and improving 
transparency across the sector.
Sustainability Gains Impor-

tance
Environmental sustainabili-

ty has become a major focus for 
developers.
Modern projects increasing-

ly incorporate:
 Solar power
 Rainwater harvesting
 Waste management systems
 Electric vehicle charging 

stations
 Energy-effi  cient lighting
 Green landscaping
 Water recycling

Buyers are showing great-
er interest in environmental-
ly responsible homes due to 
lower maintenance costs and 
healthier living environments. 

Green-certifi ed buildings also 
attract higher rental demand 
from multinational companies.

Government Policies Sup-
porting Growth

Government initiatives con-
tinue to support long-term ex-
pansion.

Key reforms include:
 RERA improving transpar-

ency
 PM Awas Yojana encourag-

ing aff ordable housing
 Smart Cities Mission
 Digital land records
 Metro rail expansion
 Industrial corridors
 Infrastructure spending
 Housing fi nance support

These measures have im-
proved investor confi dence 
while making the sector more 
organised.

Challenges Facing the 
Sector

Despite robust growth, sev-
eral issues continue to aff ect 
India's real estate market.

Affordability Concerns
Property prices have risen 

signifi cantly across major cities. 
Combined with higher interest 
rates and infl ation, many mid-
dle-income buyers are fi nding 
home ownership increasingly 
diffi  cult. Developers also face 
rising input costs for cement, 
steel, labour, and land.

Delayed Project Approvals
Obtaining approvals from 

multiple government depart-
ments often delays project 
launches. Faster single-window 
clearance systems could signif-
icantly improve project time-
lines and reduce costs.

Land Acquisition Issues
Land acquisition remains 

one of the industry's biggest 
challenges. Disputed owner-
ship, fragmented land records, 
litigation, and high acquisition 
costs continue to delay major 
projects. Digitisation of land 
records is expected to improve 
transparency over time.

Urban Infrastructure Pres-
sure Rapid urbanisation has 

increased pressure on:
 Roads
 Water supply
 Sewage systems
 Public transport
 Schools
 Healthcare facilities
 Without adequate planning, 

rapid real estate expansion 
could strain city infrastruc-
ture.

Investment Trends
Both domestic and foreign 

investors remain optimistic 

about India's property market.
Institutional investors are 

actively funding:
 Offi  ce buildings
 Warehouses
 Data centres
 Residential projects
 Mixed-use developments

Real Estate Investment 
Trusts (REITs) have also gained 
popularity, allowing retail in-
vestors to participate in com-
mercial real estate without 
purchasing physical property. 
NRIs continue investing heav-
ily in Indian residential mar-
kets, particularly in cities of-
fering strong rental yields and 
long-term appreciation.

Telangana: A Real Estate 
Success Story

Telangana, especially Hyder-
abad, has become one of India's 
strongest real estate markets. 
The city's IT ecosystem, ex-
panding metro network, Outer 
Ring Road, airport connectiv-
ity, pharmaceutical industry, 
and Global Capability Centres 
have created sustained hous-
ing demand. Neighbourhoods 
around Financial District, 
Gachibowli, Kokapet, Narsingi, 
Tellapur, and Kompally have 
witnessed rapid appreciation. 
Government initiatives sup-
porting industrial growth and 
infrastructure development 
continue attracting domestic 
and international investors.

The Outlook for the Next 
Decade

Industry experts believe In-
dia's real estate market is en-
tering a long-term growth cycle. 
rbanisation is expected to ac-
celerate, with millions of people 
migrating to cities over the next 
decade. Rising incomes, ex-
panding employment opportu-
nities, improved infrastructure, 
and technological innovation 
are likely to sustain demand 
across residential, commercial, 
industrial, and logistics seg-
ments. Smart cities, transit-ori-
ented development, mixed-use 
projects, and sustainable con-
struction practices will defi ne 
the future of urban develop-
ment. Artifi cial Intelligence, 
digital property registration, 
blockchain-based land records, 
and smart building technolo-
gies are expected to improve 
transparency and operational 
effi  ciency. At the same time, 
policymakers must address af-
fordability, simplify approvals, 
strengthen urban planning, and 
ensure adequate infrastructure 
to support future growth.
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India's Real Estate Market in 2026
Growth with Growth with 
ChallengesChallenges
India's real estate sector has 

emerged as one of the country's 
strongest economic pillars. Contrib-
uting nearly 7% to the nation's Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), the industry 
is expected to account for around 13% 
of GDP by 2030. Housing, commer-
cial offices, retail spaces, industrial 
parks, warehouses, and data centres 

are witnessing sustained demand, 
making real estate one of India's fast-
est-growing sectors. The market has 
undergone a dramatic transformation 
over the past decade. Regulatory re-
forms such as the Real Estate (Regu-
lation and Development) Act (RERA), 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC), digitisation of land records, 

and the implementation of GST have 
improved transparency and boosted 
buyer confidence. While challenges 
such as rising property prices, high 
construction costs, and affordabili-
ty remain, India's real estate market 
continues to expand, driven by urban-
isation, infrastructure development, 
and a growing middle class.

Conclusion
India's real estate sector 

stands at a pivotal moment. 
Strong economic growth, 
rapid urbanisation, ex-
panding infrastructure, 
and supportive government 
policies have created a fa-
vourable environment for 
long-term development. 
Residential housing, com-
mercial offi  ces, logistics 
parks, warehouses, and 
data centres are all con-
tributing to the sector's 
momentum. However, sus-
tained success will depend 
on balancing growth with 
aff ordability, transparen-
cy, and sustainable urban 

planning. Developers, gov-
ernments, fi nancial insti-
tutions, and investors must 
work together to create 
cities that are not only eco-
nomically vibrant but also 
inclusive and environmen-
tally responsible.

If these challenges are 
addressed eff ectively, In-
dia's real estate market has 
the potential to become one 
of the largest and most dy-
namic in the world over the 
next decade, providing mil-
lions of homes, generating 
employment, attracting in-
vestment, and driving the 
country's economic trans-
formation.
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PANAJI (GOA):  Asian Games 
medallist Ayhika Mukherjee be-
came the first player to defeat 
Sofia Polcanova in a Season 
7 match of the Ultimate Table 
Tennis (UTT) as HVR Kolkata 
ThunderBlades registered 
their second win of the cam-
paign with a 9-6 victory over 
Ahmedabad APL Pipers at the 
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 
Indoor Stadium in Taleigao 
near Panaji on Friday. Ayhika's 
impressive triumph over the 
Austrian star capped another 
strong all-around display from 
Kolkata, who climbed further 
into playoff contention.

GSTAAD (SWITZERLAND): On an 
eventful day at the Swiss Open 
2026 at Gstaad, the top three 
seeds failed to survive Friday’s 
action as top seed Alexander 
Bublik, Casper Ruud, and 
Valentin Vacherot all suffered 
defeat in the ATP 250 event be-
ing played on clay in this Swiss 
town. Quentin Halys overcame 
Bublik in three sets while Juan 
Manuel Cerundolo stunned 
Norwegian Casper Ruud, the 
second seed in the event. 
Cerundolo, who rallied from two 
sets and a double break down 
to stun the physically struggling 
World No. 1 Jannik Sinner at 
Roland Garros in May, rediscov-
ered his penchant for a hard-
earned upset by downing Ruud 
3-6, 7-5, 6-2. The second-seed-
ed Ruud led 4-2 in the second 
set, but was unable to prevent 
Cerundolo from completing.

UTT Season 7

Swiss Open 

Goa Challengers equal biggest win with Delhi 
demolition; Ayhika stars as Kolkata beat Ahmedabad

PANAJI (GOA),

Two-time champions Dempo Goa 
Challengers recorded a commanding 
12-3 victory over Dabang Delhi TTC 
in Ultimate Table Tennis (UTT) Sea-
son 7 on Friday, equalling the biggest 
margin of victory in the five-match 
format and strengthening their grip at 
the top of the standings at the Dr Shy-
ama Prasad Mukherjee Indoor Stadi-
um in Taleigao near Panaji.

Earlier in the day, Ayhika Mukher-
jee became the first player to defeat 
Sofia Polcanova this season as HVR 
Kolkata ThunderBlades registered a 
crucial 9-6 victory over Ahmedabad 
APL Pipers to boost their playoff 
hopes.

Goa’s victory was built on absolute 
domination throughout, with Alva-
ro Robles, Abhinandh PB, Syndrela 
Das, and Bernadette Szocs all win-
ning their respective singles match-
es. Robles and Das also combined 
to hand Sathiyan Gnanasekaran 
and Maria Xiao their second succes-
sive Mixed Doubles defeat. Kolkata, 
meanwhile, recovered from an early 
deficit through a decisive mixed dou-
bles win, a clinical Eduard Ionescu 
performance, and Ayhika's landmark 
comeback against Polcanova.

Unbeaten ahead of the tie, Goa set 
the tone immediately as Robles swept 
aside Sathiyan in straight games be-
fore Syndrela edged fellow teenager 
Divyanshi Bhowmick in a high-qual-
ity contest between two of the league's 
and the country’s brightest young 
prospects. Robles and Syndrela then 
combined superbly in the mixed 
doubles, overpowering the normally 
formidable pairing of Sathiyan and 

Xiao across the opening two games to 
stretch Goa's advantage.

Abhinandh continued his remark-
able unbeaten run with another com-
manding straight-games victory, this 
time over Youssef Abdelaziz, before 
reigning MVP Bernadette complet-
ed the rout by defeating Xiao. Abhi-
nandh picked up the ChatGPT Match 
IQ Player of the Tie, the Indian Player 
of the Tie, and the Bisleri Shot of the 
Tie awards, while Robles was named 
the Foreign Player of the Tie.

Staged under the aegis of the Table 
Tennis Federation of India (TTFI), the 
UTT features 42 players from around 
the world, including 14 Olympians, 
while continuing to strengthen the In-
dian table tennis ecosystem through 
elite competition and year-round de-
velopment initiatives.

In the day’s first tie, Ahmedabad 

made the brighter start as Adrien 
Rassenfosse edged Ankur Bhattacha-
rjee in a dramatic contest, winning 
the final two games on Golden Point, 
before Manika Batra overcame Zeng 
Jian in another three-game battle to 
hand the Pipers an early advantage.

Kolkata responded emphatically. 
Ankur and Ayhika dominated the 
mixed doubles before Ionescu lev-
elled the tie with a commanding 
straight-games victory over Payas 
Jain. Ayhika then completed a mem-
orable comeback, recovering after 
losing the opening game to become 
the first player to defeat Polcanova 
this season and seal Kolkata's sec-
ond victory of the campaign. Iones-
cu was named both the ChatGPT 
Match IQ Player and Foreign Play-
er of the Tie, while Ayhika claimed 
Indian Player of the Tie honours. 

Manika earned the Bisleri Shot of 
the Tie. Earlier, UTT Juniors, But-
terfly UTT's grassroots competition 
running alongside Season 7, saw 
Dabang Delhi TTC defeat PBG Pune 
Jaguars 6-3 to seal their place in the 
semifinals. The result confirmed the 
final four lineup, with Delhi joining 
UP Prometheans, U Mumba TT, and 
Dempo Goa Challengers in the knock-
out stage.

Final score:
HVR Kolkata ThunderBlades 9-6 
Ahmedabad APL Pipers
Ankur Bhattacharjee lost to Adrien 
Rassenfosse 1-2 (11-10, 10-11, 10-11)
Zeng Jian lost to Manika Batra 1-2 (7-
11, 11-6, 10-11)
Ankur Bhattacharjee/Ayhika 
Mukherjee bt. Payas Jain/Sofia Polca-
nova 2-1 (11-9, 11-3, 4-11).

15th Major Dhyan Chand Inter School 
Cross Country Championship will be 
held at Noida Stadium on August 31

‘Why has it come this far?’ – Ashwin demands 
clarity for Rohit and Kohli ahead of 2027 ODI WC

NEW DELHI

Former India off-spinner 
Ravichandran Ashwin has 
strongly questioned the team 
management and national 
selectors over the prolonged 
uncertainty on future of vet-
eran batters Rohit Sharma 
and Virat Kohli, and has de-
manded immediate clarity 
for the duo ahead of the 2027 
ODI World Cup.

IANS had reported that 
the Ajit Agarkar-led selection 
committee were unlikely to 
pick Rohit in the ODI format 
after the third and final game 
of the series, currently tied 
at 1-1, at Lord’s in London on 

Sunday.
Ashwin also stated that if 

the decision-makers had al-
ready resolved to move past 
the legendary pair for the up-
coming mega event in South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and Na-
mibia, the roadmap should 
have been explicitly commu-
nicated to them immediately 
after India's Champions Tro-
phy triumph in March 2025.

“Yashasvi Jaiswal is push-
ing hard from behind. But if, 
as a selector, coach, captain 
or whoever the decision-mak-
er is - if you’ve already decid-
ed in your mind that these 
players are not going to the 
2027 World Cup, and you 

don’t want them… then that 
should have been communi-
cated immediately after the 
Champions Trophy. I know 
it’s a double-edged sword,” 
Ashwin said on his YouTube 
show Ash Ki Baat.

Acknowledging that being 
phased out is never easy for 
any cricketer, Ashwin stated 
that transparent communica-
tion remains vital to prevent 
senior players from feeling 
unwanted in the dressing 
room. “If you go and tell play-
ers that you want to move on 
from them, no player will feel 
good about it. Even if the selec-
tors or the coach had come to 
me in Australia and said, ‘We 

want to move past you. We’re 
done with you.’ “I would also 
have felt bad. I’d think, ‘One 
bad series… is that enough? 
Every player is allowed one 
poor series.’ That’s how every 
player would feel. But once 
it’s done, you can at least say, 
‘Okay… the communication 
was clear,’” he observed.

Questioning the timing of 
the current uncertainty, Ash-
win expressed bewilderment 
over why the situation has 
been allowed to linger with 
less than a year left for the 
global event’s commencement.

“Maybe it has already hap-
pened in Rohit’s case. Maybe it 
has happened in Virat’s case. Vi-
rat has been excellent. Rohit has 
been more than decent. So why 
have we allowed this to drag 
on until August 2026… …when 
there are only 10-12 months 
left before the 2027 World Cup 
in South Africa? Why has it 
come this far? That’s my only 
question. “If either of those two 
players doesn’t feel wanted, two 
things will happen. First, they 
cannot perform at their best. 
Second, they will start feeling 
low about themselves for sim-
ply being there. Think about it 
once. “If you’re in a house where 
people don’t want you to stay, 
can you really live comfortably 
in that house? We’re going to 
South Africa in September-Oc-
tober. Do we need Virat Kohli 
and Rohit Sharma? If you ask 
me, I would want that experi-
ence,” concluded Ashwin.

NEW DELHI
 
Former India captain Mithali Raj 
on Friday has backed youngsters 
Shafali Verma and Jemimah Ro-
drigues as future leaders of the na-
tional side in the shortest format, 
stating that both cricketers are 
‘truly prepared’ to take over the 
mantle from Harmanpreet Kaur.

Mithali’s comments come after 
India suffered group-stage exits 
in two consecutive editions of the 
T20 World Cup under Harman-
preet’s leadership. Harmanpreet, 
37, led India to an unforgettable 
ODI World Cup title win on home 
soil last year. But under her leader-
ship in T20Is since 2018, India are 
yet to win a T20 World Cup.

As of now, Harmanpreet is set 
to lead India in the Asian Games in 
Japan in September-October and 
is expected to captain them in the 

Women’s Asia Cup in August-Sep-
tember. Responding to a fan on 
social media platform 'X' who 
questioned her advocacy for Sha-
fali over current India vice-cap-
tain Smriti Mandhana, Mithali 
clarified that her vision was 
aimed at the long-term future of 
the team. "That’s a fair question. 

This isn’t about Smriti’s ability to 
lead, and I have no doubt about 
that, which is why I've mentioned 
that's she’s well suited to captain 
India in the longer formats," Mi-
thali wrote on 'X'.

Detailing her rationale behind 
endorsing Shafali, who has been 
a mainstay in the national side for 

seven years and captained India 
to its first U19 World Cup trophy 
in 2023, Mithali explained, "My 
thought on Shafali is more about 
looking ahead. She’s still young, 
has one of the best strike rates, 
can bowl and has been in the T20 
setup since 2019; leadership is de-
veloped not on the shelf but on the 
field.

Speaking about Jemimah, who 
led Delhi Capitals to being run-
ners-up in WPL 2026, Mithali 
added, "Likewise, Jemimah, she 
is a part of every International 
T20 league. And it's true she didn’t 
have a good World Cup but that 
can happen to any player.

“She is a team player, selfless 
and an excellent player of spin; she 
also saves 20-25 runs every game 
with her fielding which often goes 
unnoticed. So according to me 
both are truly prepared."

Shafali, Jemimah prepared to take over 
India T20I captaincy, says Mithali Raj

S. N. Verma

NOIDA

The Association for 
Sports and Cultural Ad-
vancement (SSCA) has 
announced an annual 
inter-school cross-coun-
try championship on National Sports 
Day. This time the championship will 
be held on August 31 at the Noida Sta-
dium. Teams from any school in Del-
hi-NCR can participate in this compe-
tition. Entry of individual players will 
not be accepted. This information was 
given by the president of the society, 
Subhash Agarwal.

The speaker said that a special gen-
eral meeting of the society was called 
to discuss various issues at the SSCA 
Public Library running at the Nithari 
Community Centre. In which the date 
of the 15th Major Dhyan Chand Inter 
School Cross Country Championship 
was also discussed. Since Raksha 
Bandhan on August 28 (Friday) and 
August 29 (Saturday) will be holidays 
in schools this time. Therefore, all 
members unanimously set the date of 
August 31 for the competition.

Ashok Saini, vice president and 
sports in-charge of the organisation, 
said that the competition will be held 
in both boys and girls categories. There 

will be a race of about 4 
km for boys and 2 km for 
girls. The top 10-10 play-
ers in both categories will 
be honoured by giving 
special certificates and 
medals. While the top 
3-3 schools will be given 
the winner trophy. Apart 
from this, cash prizes will 

also be given to 1-1 champion players 
who come in the first position in both 
categories.

Vimalesh Sharma, convener and 
founding member of the society, said 
that the organisation has been work-
ing continuously for the last 15 years 
to promote sports activities in the city. 
Inter School Cross Country Champion 
is organised at Noida Stadium on Na-
tional Sports Day, Inter School Draw-
ing Competition on 3rd December on 
National Disay and Inter School Folk 
Dance Competition (Noida Basant Fes-
tival) in the first week of February on 
Basant Panchami.

He said that all these competitions 
are completely free, in which all chil-
dren are honoured by giving certifi-
cates, snacks and trophies to partici-
pate. Founder members of the organ-
isation Professor MMA Baig, Santosh 
Sharma, Treasurer Narendra Kuchhal, 
Secretary Devendra Kumar and Mem-
ber Dr. Nimesh Kumar were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

Chennai Grand Masters 2026: 
Firouzja beat Gukesh to extend 

lead after second round
CHENNAI

French Grandmaster (GM) Alireza Firouz-
ja eked out yet another gruelling victory to 
register his second straight win in the fourth 
edition of the Chennai Grand Masters 2026, 
India’s most prestigious classical chess tour-
nament, at the Westin Hotel in Chennai on 
Friday. Firouzja, who had defeated GM M 
Pranesh with black pieces on the opening day, 
got the better of world champion Dommaraju 
Gukesh after 69 moves to take his tally to two 
points after two rounds.

Organised by MGD1, the tournament wit-
nesses eight grandmasters face off in a dou-
ble-round robin format and offers a prize 
purse of Rs 75,00,000 and valuable FIDE Cir-
cuit points. After Deepraj Mukherjee, General 
Manager of Westin Chennai Velachery, made 
the ceremonial first move in the game be-
tween Firouzja and Gukesh, the Frenchman 
opted for a Ruy Lopez opening with white. 
It looked like Gukesh could hold out against 
the French GM in a knight-pawn ending, but 
a pawn sacrifice by Firouzja opened the door 
for a clinical win.

M Pranesh, who had lost his opening round 
with white, did not take any chances with 
black pieces against GM Dmitry Andreikin 
and settled for a draw by repeating in just 18 
moves. GM Arjun Erigaisi also played it safe 
against GM Nodirbek Abdusattorov with 
black pieces, and the Uzbek signed the peace 
treaty after 43 moves. GM Nihal Sarin also 
held Hans Niemann to a draw after a mara-
thon 132-move game in which he thwarted all 
the moves of his US opponent to gain the up-
per hand. Earlier, Firouzja registered the sole 
win of the opening day against Indian GM M 
Pranesh in the fourth edition of the Chennai 
Grand Masters 2026, India’s most prestigious 
classical chess tournament. 

Cerundolo sinks Ruud, 
top seed Bublik out on 
day of upsets in Gstaad

BCCI, Windies Cricket, Harbhajan, Ishant, 
Rahane pay tributes to Sir Garry Sobers

MUMBAI

The Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI), West Indies Cricket, En-
gland Cricket, former India cricketers 
Harbhajan Singh, Ishant Sharma, and 
Ajinkya Rahane led the cricket frater-
nity in paying tributes to Sir Garfield 
Sobers, the cricket icon who passed 
away on Friday.

Sobers, widely regarded as the great-
est all-rounder the game has ever pro-
duced, leaves behind an unmatched 
legacy built on remarkable achieve-
ments with both bat and ball. The West 
Indies icon will always be remembered 
as the first player to hit six sixes in a 
single over in first-class cricket. He ac-
complished this feat in 1968 at St Hel-
en's Ground in Swansea while playing 
for Nottinghamshire against Glamor-
gan. In a post on X, the Indian crick-
et board said: "The BCCI mourns the 
passing of Sir Garfield Sobers, a true 
icon of the game and one of cricket's 
greatest-ever all-rounders.

"His extraordinary achievements, 
lasting influence on Caribbean crick-
et, and immeasurable contribution to 
the global game have left an enduring 
legacy that will continue to inspire 
generations. Our heartfelt condolenc-

es to his family, friends, and the global 
cricketing fraternity. May his soul rest 
in peace," the BCCI said in its post that 
was accompanied by a video showing 
Sobers meeting Indian players, includ-
ing former captains Rohit Sharma and 
Virat Kohli.

"A great innings has come to an end. 
In our hearts, now and forever, Sir Gar-
field Sobers," Windies Cricket, the offi-
cial handle of the West Indies Cricket, 
wrote in an Insta story on their official 
Instagram handle. Born in Barba-
dos, Sobers made his first-class debut 
at just 16 in 1953. The following year, 
he earned a West Indies Test cap. His 
rise to greatness was quick. In 1958, 
against Pakistan, he scored an unbeat-
en 365, setting a new world record for 
the highest individual Test score.

Laporta keeps the pressure on Atletico 
over possible Alvarez transfer

MADRID
 

FC Barcelona president Joan 
Laporta continues to insist the 
club wants to sign Argentina 
international forward Julian 
Alvarez from Atletico Madrid.

Speaking on radio station 
Cadena Ser early on Friday 
morning, Laporta said Bar-
celona have made Atletico "a 
very significant offer", but he 
also tried to pressure Atletico 
by saying the offer would not 
remain on the table indefinite-
ly. "If they're willing to accept 
it, fantastic, but it won't be 
open-ended. We have to make 
a decision. Whether we main-
tain the offer or not depends 
on how these last two weeks of 
July unfold," he added.

Atletico maintain a firm 
public stance against bowing 
to what they view as an ille-
gal approach for Alvarez from 
Barcelona, especially after the 
player himself commented in 
June that he wanted to leave, 
reports Xinhua.

"I try to be an honest person. 
I spoke with people at the club, 
and I think the best thing for 
everyone is a transfer," Alvarez 
told a press conference on June 

22, with Laporta using those 
words as leverage.

"The player has spoken out, 
and that's why the matter is 
still open. It's clear he wants 
a change of scenery, and we're 
ready to welcome him. We'll 
see how it all unfolds," ex-
plained the Barcelona presi-
dent, who insisted the club had 
other options. "If the Julian 
deal doesn't materialize, we 
have alternatives," said Lapor-
ta. Atletico are angry at the 
tactics Barcelona have used to 
try to influence Alvarez and 
have repeatedly highlighted 
that the forward has a contract 
until 2030 and a release clause 
of 500 million euros.

Real Madrid recently had a 
150-million-euro bid for Alva-
rez publicly rejected by Atleti-
co, but the forward is thought 
to want a move to FC Barcelo-
na. The 26-year-old has scored 
49 goals in 106 appearances for 
Atletico, but has endured two 
seasons in which the club has 
failed to win a title, finishing 
fourth in La Liga last season, 
as well as losing the Champi-
ons League semifinal to Arse-
nal and the Copa del Rey final 
to Real Sociedad.

Ayhika hands Sofia 
Polcanova first defeat as 
Kolkata beat Ahmedabad
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Rakul Lauds Tollywood, 
Slams Bollywood

Actress Rakul Preet Singh has made 
some striking observations about the 
contrasting work cultures of the Telu-

gu and Hindi film industries. While showering 
praise on Tollywood for its spirit of unity and 
mutual encouragement, she expressed 
disappointment over what she de-
scribed as insecurity and jealousy 
within Bollywood. Speaking in a re-
cent interview, Rakul reflected on her 
journey in cinema, which began in the 
Telugu film industry. She credited Tolly-
wood for playing a crucial role in shaping her 
career and highlighted the supportive environ-
ment that exists among actors and filmmakers. 
"People in the Telugu film industry openly sup-
port each other's films. It's common to see actors 
launching trailers, attending pre-release events, 
and promoting the work of their colleagues. De-
spite professional competition, everyone gen-
uinely celebrates each other's success," Rakul 
said. Drawing a comparison with Bollywood, 
the actress remarked that such camaraderie is 
rarely seen in the Hindi film industry. Accord-
ing to her, insecurity and professional jealousy 
often prevent artists from extending support to 
one another. She also claimed that some indi-
viduals even resort to negative PR campaigns to 
damage the reputation of others. Rakul believes 
Bollywood can become stronger if it adopts the 
collaborative culture that has become a hallmark 
of the Telugu film industry. "The Telugu industry 
is built on unity and goodwill. If the Hindi film 
industry embraces these values, it will only grow 
stronger," she said. This is not the first time Ra-
kul has spoken highly of Tollywood. In the past, 

she has praised leading stars like 
Mahesh Babu and 
Allu Arjun 

f o r 
t h e i r 
humility, dis-
cipline, and profes-
sionalism. She has repeatedly 
acknowledged that her experiences 
in the South Indian film industry laid 
the foundation for her successful career 
and that the immense love from Telugu au-
diences has played a significant role in her 
growth. Her latest comments have sparked 
widespread discussion on social media. Many 
Telugu cinema fans have welcomed her remarks 
and appreciated the gratitude she continues to 
show toward the industry that gave her some of 
the biggest opportunities of her career. Netizens 
have praised Rakul for recognizing Tollywood's 
collaborative spirit and for openly expressing 
respect toward the people and culture that 
helped shape her journey in films.

Pallaburusu Glimpse: Another 
Interesting Nativity Film

Annapurna Studios and EPIC Stu-
dios have joined hands for Palla-
burusu, a rural family entertain-

er that places emotions and relationships 
at the heart of its storytelling. Starring 
Sudhakar Reddy and Muralidhar Goud, 
the film is written and directed by Uday 
Chauhan and is gearing up for its theatri-
cal release on August 14. Giving audienc-
es their first taste of the film, the makers 
released first look and a title glimpse that 
unveils the name Pallaburusu. The poster 
poses several intriguing questions. Why 
are two men sitting on opposite ends of 
an oversized toothbrush? What connects 
them to the courthouse standing behind 
them? And what role do the flying legal pa-
pers and stacks of money play in the story?

The glimpse wins hearts through its 
simple yet emotionally rich presentation. 
Set in the vibrant villages, the video intro-
duces Sudhakar Reddy and Muralidhar 
Goud as a father-son duo whose effort-
less camaraderie becomes the emotional 
backbone of the glimpse. Their scenes are 
filled with warmth, innocence, and un-
derstated hatred. The title glimpse also 
hints that Pallaburusu is much more than 
a conventional rural drama. Alongside 
amusing moments, it subtly promises a 
story packed with emotions, family val-
ues, and a refreshing narrative rooted in 
native culture. The earthy atmosphere and 
authentic village setting further enhance 
the film’s appeal. With visuals captured by 

cinematographer Vinod K Bangari, music 
composed by Pawan CH, and production 
design by Kshitij Jeevan Randhir, the film 
carries a distinct rustic identity. The mak-

ers have also confirmed that the teaser will 
be released shortly, raising expectations 
for what appears to be a celebration of fam-
ily, tradition, and rural life.

Actor, producer and par-
liamentarian Kamal 
Haasan has penned 

an emotional post recalling his 
friendship with one of Tamil 

cinema's iconic directors 
Bharathirajaa on the occa-
sion of the latter's birth-
day on Friday. Taking to 
his X timeline, Kamal 
Haasan, who has worked 

with Bharathirajaa on 
a number of films, 

wrote in Tamil,"Ind-
ru nam piranthanaal 
Vaazhthukalai yaerka 
anbu nanbar Bhara-

thirajaa nammidaiyae 
illaiyenninum, avar 

padaipukkal irrukindra-
na. Avar paratiya natpai en 

nenjam negizhndu  ninaivu-
koorugiradhu. (Today, our 

dear friend Bharathirajaa 
is not among us to accept 
our birthday wishes. 
However, his creations 
are there. My heart 
fondly remembers our 
friendship which he 
celebrated.)"

For the unaware, 
legendary director 
Bharthiraja passed 

away on June 10 this 
year, a month before his 

birthday on July 17. The 
Padma Shri Award win-

ner, who was considered 
to be a trendsetter in Ta-

mil and Indian cinema, had 
been battling health issues for 

sometime. Known for showcas-
ing the rural Tamil lifestyle with 

flair on screen with his movies, 
many of which dealt with societal 
problems, Bharathirajaa, whose 

opening lines 'En Iniya Tamil 
Makkale...' are popular in 

Tamil Nadu to this day, 
was known for his bril-

liant direction and 
his ability to spot 

new talent. The ace director, who has won six 
National Awards, won the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment's state award for best direction for 
his very first film, '16 Vayathinile', which fea-
tured Kamal Haasan, Rajinikanth and Sride-
vi in the lead. Born to Periya Mayathevar and 
Meenakshi Ammal alias Karuthammal on 
July 17, 1941 in Alli Nagaram in Theni dis-
trict, Bharathirajaa was originally named 
Chinnasamy. The director, who has direct-
ed around 44 films in his illustrious career, 
has delivered several cult classics including 
the Sivaji Ganesan-starrer 'Mudhal Mari-
yadhai', 'Mann Vasanai', 'Pudhumai Penn', 
'Vedham Pudhithu', 'Kizhakku Cheemai-
yile', 'Karuthamma' and 'Naadodi Thendral'. 
Apart from directing, Bharathirajaa was also 
a brilliant actor. He made his debut as an ac-
tor in Kallukkul Eeram and then went on to 
act in a number of movies including Nizhal-
gal, Dhaavani Kanavugal, Idhayam, Aayud-
ha Ezhuthu, Rettai Suzhi, Pandiya Naadu, 
Seethakaadhi, Maanaadu, Eeswaran, and 
Thiruchitrambalam.

Kamal Haasan 
Celebrates  

Bharathiraja

Earlier, we already 
knew that next 
Sankranti, the 2027 

January, is blocked by the 
likes of Chiranjeevi’s next be-
ing directed by KS Bobby and 
Venkatesh’s next that has Anil 
Ravipudi directing it. With 
those biggies already laying 
hands on the much hyped 
holiday season, the likes of 
Nandamuri Balakrishna’s 
next are thinking about hit-
ting cinemas in December it-
self, a good season that gave 
him blockbusters earlier. 
However, those plans are now 
changing.While #NBK111 was 
supposedly planning a first 
week of December release, 
Prabhas’ Fauzi suddenly 
came into the picture, as the 
makers of the film announced 
December 3rd as the release 
date the other day. Now that 
#NBK111 is produced by Ped-
dhi fame Vriddhi Cinemas, 
whose good friends Mythri 
Movie Makers are carving out 
Fauzi, it’s likely that Balayya’s 
film will get another good 
date. And that would be Sank-
ranti 2027, many trade pun-
dits assume.Though Nagarju-
na Akkineni is also thinking 
about locking the Sankranti 
date, for his supposed sequel 
of Soggade Chinni Nayana 
and Bangarraju, that film was 
called off. While his 100th 
film will stand in the Sank-
ranthi race or not is yet to be 
known, somehow #NBK111 
might emerge as a Sankran-
thi contender, is the talk. 
Anyway, until these films get 
wrapped and censored, no 
clarity stays in the Sankran-
thi race, while #VenkyAnil is 
the only confirmed movie so 
far, because everyone knows 
Anil Ravipudi’s timing, plan-
ning, execution and release 
capabilities.

Fauzi Effect: #NBK111 
Plans Getting Changed

Kiran Abbavaram’s KA13  
BTS: A Taste Of Joyful Ride

Kiran Abbavaram, first time 
is wearing multiple creative 
hats, leading the film not 

only as its protagonist but also as its 
story writer, screenplay writer, and 
director. Backed by Joy Films, the 
project is produced by Sudhakar Cha-
ganti, with Suresh Yerra as co-pro-
ducer. Devika Bhat is the leading 
lady. Mounted on an unprecedented 
scale for a Kiran Abbavaram film, 
the entertainer has already made an 
impact with its announcement poster.
On the occasion of the actor’s birth-

day, the team unveiled an exclusive 
making video from the first sched-
ule, which has now been completed. 
Rather than simply showcasing be-
hind-the-scenes footage, the video 
captures the enthusiasm, laughter, 
and strong bonding that define the 
atmosphere on set. One of its biggest 
highlights is Kiran Abbavaram’s all-
round involvement in the filmmaking 
process. Whether interacting with 
actors, discussing visuals with tech-
nicians, checking monitor outputs, 
or stepping in front of the camera for 
his performance, he appears deeply 
invested in every stage of production. 
The visuals further indicate that the 
film is being crafted as a complete en-
tertainer, blending humor, emotions, 
energetic sequences, and commercial 
elements into a refreshing narrative. 
The video offers a glimpse of the 
joyful ride the film has in store for 
audiences. The project features cine-
matography by Viswas Daniel, music 
by Bheems Ceciroleo, production de-
sign by Sudheer Macharla, and edit-
ing by Santhosh Naidu. With a grand 
scale, a passionate creative vision, 
and Kiran Abbavaram taking charge 
like never before, the film has rapidly 
become one of the most eagerly await-
ed upcoming entertainers.

Varun Tej is gear-
ing up to enthrall 
audiences with his 

upcoming horror-comedy 
Korean Kanakaraju, and 
the excitement is building 
up rapidly. To delight the 
masses and music lovers, 
the film's team is releasing a 
brand new track called Raa-
sa Gummadi. This highly 
energetic song has been offi-
cially scheduled to be out on 
July 19th.Daksha Nagarkar 
is set to appear in the spe-
cial song and it is set to be 
a massy banger. Varun Tej's 
look and his dance moves 
will be talk of the town state 
makers. Slated for 7th Au-
gust release, the movie is 
gaining huge momentum 
with each promotional ma-
terial hitting out of the park. 
Merlapaka Gandhi is direct-
ing the film with prestigious 
UV Creations producing it 
on a huge scale. Varun Tej 
in two distinctive roles and 
get-ups, is set to create a 
massive intrigue and excite-
ment with this mass num-
ber.

Varun Tej's  
Korean 
Kanakaraju 
to drop  
a massy banger
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