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CJP Calls Nationwide

Protest TODAY

NEW DELHI, JUL 23

The Cockroach Janta Par-
ty (CJP) on Thursday gave
a nationwide call for peace-
ful protests on July 24 and
urged people to hold demon-
strations in every district as
it rejected the government's
offer for talks, insisting any
dialogue should be held only
at a neutral venue. It also
said Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's announcement
on action against paper

leaks did not address the is-
sue of accountability or its
main demand of Union Ed-
ucation Minister Dharmen-
resignation

dra Pradhan's

over NEET paper leak. The
government made another
appeal for talks with Un-
ion minister Jitendra Sin-
gh saying a meeting to re-
solve the issues can be held
either at Union Health Min-
ister JP Nadda's official resi-
dence or at his office. Nadda
also invited the CJP for talks,
but its leaders turned down
the proposal, sticking to their
demand that they would
meet only at a neutral venue.
On Friday's protest call, the
CJP said gatherings would be
held across the country under
the slogan "Every district.

One day.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >
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PM MODI ANNOUNCES BILL TO
CRACK DOWN ON PAPER LEAKS

NEW DELHI, JUL 23

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced on Thursday that a bill
containing provisions for strong
action against paper leaks will
be introduced in Parliament next
week. In a video message, Modi
also said the contours of the bill
will be discussed at a meeting of the
Union Cabinet to be held on Friday,
where the proposed legislation will
be finalised. "The cabinet will dis-
cuss the issue of paper leaks on Fri-
day and taking suggestions of the
cabinet colleagues, further action
would be finalised. "On Monday,
when the second week of the Mon-
soon session of Parliament will
begin, a bill will be brought with
provisions for strong action against
paper leaks and we will try to pass

1 >
it as early as possible," he said. The
prime minister said he knows that
paper leaks are not a small issue
and for lakhs of students and their
guardians, such incidents are ex-
tremely painful. Therefore, since
allegations of NEET paper leak
surfaced about two-and-a-half
months ago, several strong steps
have been taken, he added. "The

Wangchuk Ends Fast After Talks

W\

MP Priyanka

functioning.

media to question the gov-
ernment—not the oppo-
sition—about the actions
being taken to address the
students’ demands and to
ask why Parliament is not

She also said the media

'itl
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CM

KTR serves
legal notice on

allegations
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should ask when Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan would
resign and question Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
about why a lathi charge
was carried out against
students. Questioning why

guilty have been caught. They are
now in jail. Our most significant re-
sponsibility was to ensure that the
students do not lose a year. It was
necessary to hold the examination
immediately. By using all resourc-
es, the government has ensured
that 22 lakhs students could attend
the retest," he said. Modi said the
results of the medical-entrance re-
test were declared on July 19 and
from across India, there have been
reports of happiness from those
who were successful. The prime
minister said he is not among those
who would be satisfied with this.
"That is why I have given direc-
tions to the authorities concerned
to set up fast-track courts. The fast-
track courts have already been es-
tablished," he said.

New Delhi, Jul 23: Activist
Sonam Wangchuk has ended his
indefinite hunger strike after the
government assured him that his
demands would be met. his devel-
opment came after Union Minis-
ters JP Nadda and Jitendra Singh
met Wangchuk at Medanta Hospi-
tal around Thursday midnight and
conveyed the government's

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

“Question the Government, Not the Opposition”

New Delhi, July 23:
Congress
Gandhi criticized Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for not responding in Par-
liament despite student
protests continuing across
the country. She urged the

CM inspects Assembly
RENOVATION WORK

internet services were sus-
pended and why the Na-
tional Security Act (NSA)
was invoked against stu-
dents, she demanded that
the government explain
whether it was treating
students as terrorists.

VICATA
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INDIA Bloc Honours
PAPER LEAK VICTIMS

New Delhi, Jul 23: Several lead-
ers of the Congress and INDIA bloc
parties on Thursday paid homage
to all those students who took their
lives due to paper leaks, and said they
stood strongly behind the agitating
students and their demands. The op-
position leaders first assembled at
the residence of Rahul Gandhi on 5,
Sunehri Bagh Road, and reiterated
their full support for the demands of
the protesting students. From there,
Rahul Gandhi, the Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, led them to the
Gandhi Smriti on a bus. On reaching
there, Gandhi and the opposition MPs
paid homage to the departed students
with folded hands, and later sang the
national anthem.

Gandbhi carried a small copy of the
Constitution with him while opposi-
tion MPs Mahua Majhi and Mahua
Moitra were seen holding the national

flag. Some of the MPs also switched
on torches on their mobile phones
at the Gandhi Smriti. Police had put
up barricades on the Sunehri Bagh
Road to stop the large number of
Congress and Youth Congress work-
ers from moving towards Tees Jan-
uary Marg, where the Congress and
other leaders were headed from Ra-
hul's residence. However, police later
removed the barricades and allowed
Gandhi and other MPs to move for-
ward. As they reached the end of the
Sunehri Bagh Road and near Amit
Shah's residence, police stopped
them and said they were not allowed
to assemble there as BNS Section 163
was in force that prohibited the as-
sembly of five or more persons in the
area. They, however, later allowed
Gandhi and the others to move to-
wards Tees January Marg.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

4th Day of Parliamentary

Deadlock

NEW DELHI, JUL 23

Parliament proceedings were stalled
for the fourth consecutive day on Thurs-
day as loud protests by an unrelenting
opposition over the NEET paper leak and
demand for Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan's resignation reverberated in
both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, leading
to adjournment of the two Houses for the

day without transacting any business.
Outside the House, opposition and rul-
ing party MPs staged protests and coun-
ter-protests and raised slogans against
each other, signalling that the turmoil may
not easily ease. Amid the ruckus, Leader
of opposition Rahul Gandhi and Sama-
jwadi Party supremo Akhilesh Yadav met
Lok Sabha

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

Bharat Rashtra Samithi working
president K.T. Rama Rao has strong-
ly condemned Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy for making what he described as
false, malicious and defamatory allega-
tions linking him to Globe Arena Tech-
nologies.

In a statement here on Thursday, KT
Rama Rao revealed that he had already
served a legal notice on the Chief Minis-
ter, demanding that he tender an uncon-
ditional public apology within 48 hours
for falsely branding Globe Arena as his
benami company and making several
other baseless allegations. - |

The BRS leader said the legal notice —
was issued after the Chief Minister s | %
made a series of irresponsible state- :
ments before the media without produc-
ing a shred of evidence.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy conducted
an extensive inspection
of the ongoing repair and
restoration works at the
historic Telangana Legis-
lative Assembly complex
on Thursday. Accompanied
by key legislative leaders
and senior officials, the
Chief Minister toured the
premises to evaluate the
progress of the infrastruc-
ture upgrades. During the
walkthrough, Revanth
Reddy gathered detailed
updates from department
engineers and issued key
directions to ensure the
heritage character of the

BJP LAUNCHES STATEWIDE STIR
OVER FEE REIMBURSEMENT DUES

‘ﬁ =" T~ .
structure is preserved along with MLAs Kavvam-
while upgrading opera- palli Satyanarayana and
tional facilities. Prominent  Jaiveer Reddy. The state
leaders present during the government is prioritising
inspection included Leg- the structural restoration
islative Assembly Speaker and modern infrastructure
Gaddam Prasad Kumar, upgrades across the histor-
Minister Adluri Laxman, ic legislature premises to
Government Whips Aadi enhance operational effi-
Srinivas, Addanki Day- ciency for upcoming legis-
akar, and Balmuri Venkat, lative sessions.
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BJP Telangana president N
Ramchander Rao on Thurs-

o . ) . ; ; : FAST SETTING CEMENT
day launched a statewide agi-  poster "Feesula Bakayi - BJP  ment to the public statewide. ises on jobs, unemployment ==
tation demanding immediate  Ladai" (Fee arrears - BJP  The BJP would continue the allowance and recruitment. m
release of pending fee reim-  Fight) here at Nizam Col- agitation until all arrears BJP Legislature Party SUPERIOR QUALITY. SURE N e ~/
bursement dues, alleging that  lege, Basheerbagh, Rao said  were cleared, he asserted and  Floor Leader Aleti -
nearly 25 lakh students were  the BJP, led by the Bharatiya accused the Revanth Red- CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

facing uncertainty due to the
Congress government's inac-
tion.

Unveiling the campaign

Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM)
and Mahila Morcha, the par-
ty’s MLAs, MPs, leaders and
cadre will take this move-

dy government of ignoring
students despite High Court
observations and demanded
fulfilment of election prom-

SILENCING THE YOUTH WILL LEAD TO THE
BJP’S POLITICAL DOWNFALL: UTTAM

Hyderabad, July 23: Tel-
angana Minister for Irrigation
and Civil Supplies Captain N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy strongly
criticized the BJP-led Central
Government, alleging that it is
trying to suppress the voices of
students after failing to answer
their questions.

He said that when young
people ask for jobs, they are
met with police batons; when
they demand transparency in
examinations, they face re-
strictions; and when they seek

accountability, they are threat-
ened. According to him, this
reflects the true nature of the
BJP’s governance.

Reacting to recent develop-
ments in Delhi, Uttam Kumar
Reddy issued a statement on
Thursday, accusing the Centre
of undermining democratic
values.

“In a democracy, asking
questions is not a crime. The
real threat to democracy is
suppressing people instead of
answering their questions,” he

said.

The Minister alleged that
while millions of students
across the country are fighting
for their future, the Central
Government has responded
with arrogance instead of lis-
tening to their concerns. He
added that history has shown
that governments attempting
to rule through fear ultimately
have to bow before the people’s
verdict. Praising senior Con-
gress leader

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

CENTRE
READY FOR
DISCUSSION ON
ALLISSUES: MP
LAXMAN

New Delhi, July 23:
BJP Rajya Sabha MP K Lax-
man on Thursday said the
Central Government is pre-
pared to discuss all issues
in Parliament, including the
NEET paper leak case, while
accusing the Opposition of
disrupting House proceed-
ings. Addressing the media
in New Delhi, Laxman said

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >
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INDIA BLOC HONOURS
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In a post on X, Gandhi said that
"no one can stop them from stand-
ing with the students of India". "In
solidarity with the students, we
wanted to take the opposition MPs
to India Gate. But they refused.
Then, we wanted to take them to
Tees January Marg, Gandhi ji's
assassination spot. "Now, they
have put this bus in front of us so
that we can't get there. They put
up this bus and barricades to stop
us, preventing our movement.
They are doing this drama. "Ob-
viously, they are scared. All of us
MPs felt that if the students are on
the streets, we should also be on
the streets," Gandhi said in a vid-
eo from the bus headed towards
Gandhi Smriti. In an X post ear-
lier, Gandhi said, "Right now, MPs
and leaders of the INDIA bloc are
peacefully heading to Gandhi Sm-
riti on Tees January Marg. We go
to remember the students we lost

a€"“ the chlldren driven to take
their own lives after the NEET pa-
perleak." "And we go to stand
with the students who lie injured
today - beaten for peacefully de-
manding justice and accountabil-
ity. India's students are not alone.
The entire Opposition stands
with them and their demands,"
Gandhi said. The opposition MPs
earlier deliberated on their strat-
egy to strongly raise the issue of
alleged police brutality from the

streets to Parliament. A source
said that Gandhi is learnt to have
addressed the opposition MPs on
how to up the ante on the gov-
ernment on the students' issues.
The leaders present at Gandhi's
residence included Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge, general
secretaries Jairam Ramesh and
K C Venugopal, senior leaders P
Chidambaram, Pramod Tiwari,
K Suresh, Kumari Selja and Prin-
iti Shinde. RJD's Sanjay Yadav,

Sudhakar Singh and Misa Bharti,
CPI-M's John Brittas, RSP's N K
Premachandran, TMC's Mahua
Moitra and Saugata Roy, among
others, were also present.

'Don't insult intelligence of stu-
dents": Rahul to PM Modi after his
video message

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Thursday night attacked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for side-
stepping the issue of Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan's
resignation in his video message
released just before midnight.
In a post on X, Gandhi said the
prime minister should not insult
the intelligence of students. "Mr
Modi, our students are demand-
ing Dharmendra Pradhan's resig-
nation. Don't insult their intelli-
gence with this pathetic midnight
video. 1. Sack Pradhan. 2. Punish
those who beat students. 3. Apol-
ogise," the leader of opposition
said in his post. Prime Minister

PAPER LEAK VICTIMS

Modi announced that his gov-
ernment would take strict action
against paper leaks and would
discuss and finalise a law in this
regard in Friday's meeting of the
Union Cabinet. Modi announced
on Thursday that a bill contain-
ing provisions for strong action
against paper leaks will be intro-
duced in Parliament next week.
In a video message, Modi also
said the contours of the bill will be
discussed at the cabinet meeting
where the proposed legislation
will be finalised. The cabinet will
discuss the issue of paper leaks
on Friday, and taking suggestions
of the cabinet colleagues, further
action will be finalised. "On Mon-
day, when the second week of the
Monsoon session of Parliament
will begin, a bill will be brought
with provisions for strong action
against paper leaks, and we will
try to pass it as early as possible,"
he said.

Bandi inaugurates the 11th All Indla Police Judo Cluster-2026

HYDERABAD, JULY 23

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs
Bandi Sanjay Kumar today inaugurated the
11th All India Police Judo Cluster—2026,
being organized by the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) at the GMC Balayogi
Indoor Stadium in Gachibowli, Hyderabad.

Addressing the gathering, the Minister
said that the Government of India is pro-
moting sports as a means of nation-build-
ing and youth empowerment. He noted that
through initiatives such as Khelo India, the
Asian Games, and the World Police and Fire

sy
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tional wrestling rankings, calling it a mat-
ter of pride and a testament to the CISF’s
commitment to sports.

The Minister also appreciated recent in-
itiatives taken by senior CISF officials for
athlete welfare. He said the force has ex-
panded welfare schemes, enabling athletes
to receive additional financial assistance
directly. They now have improved access
to quality nutrition, modern sports equip-
ment, and better medical facilities for faster
recovery from injuries. These measures, he
said, will help athletes perform at their best
and bring greater glory to the nation.

Games, the Centre is expanding sports in-
frastructure across the country.

He said that the Union Government
has increased the sports budget to 34,480
crore, which is more than 1,100 crore
higher than last year’s allocation. Reaf-
firming India’s ambition to become a global
sporting powerhouse, he spoke about the
country’s long-term Olympic vision of be-
coming one of the top five sporting nations
by 2047.

The Minister said that events like these
bring together police personnel from across

the country, fostering friendship, mutual

understanding, and camaraderie, thereby
strengthening national unity and integrity.
He also highlighted the growing partici-
pation of women in police sports, describ-
ing it as a significant step toward inclusiv-
ity and empowerment. He emphasized that
these competitions are not merely about
winning gold, silver, or bronze medals.
“Sports are an integral part of the lives
of security forces and police personnel who
work tirelessly to safeguard national securi-
ty, protect critical installations, and ensure

public welfare,” he said.

Speaking about the CISF, the Minister
said that since 1969, the force has been pro-
viding security to the country’s most vital
assets and critical infrastructure, including
airports, the Delhi Metro, heritage monu-
ments, nuclear and space establishments,
public sector enterprises, prisons, and the
Parliament complex.

He praised CISF Head Constable Ab-
himanyu, who recently won a gold medal
at the Asian Wrestling Championship and
achieved the third position in the interna-

The event was attended by CISF ADG
(South) Padmakar S. Ranpise, CISF APS-II
IG S.R. Saravanan, CISF IG and NISA Di-
rector Harpreet Kaur Sohi, PIB ADG Shruti
Patil, and other senior officials.

The 11th All India Police Judo Clus-
ter—2026 will be held from July 23 to July
30, 2026. More than 1,600 athletes repre-
senting 36 State Police organizations and
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) are
participating in the event. Competitions
will be held in Judo, Wushu, Taekwondo,
Karate, and Pencak Silat.

Bhuvana Vijayam
Grounds at KPHB Colony
Sees Strong SIR Progress
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KPHB Colony’s 2nd Phase at Bhu-
vana Vijayam Grounds has become a
center of focused civic action as the SIR
(Special Intensive Revision) drive gains
momentum. Supported by structured
field supervision and hands-on assis-
tance from Booth Level Officers (BLOs),
the initiative is working to strengthen
the accuracy of electoral rolls—ensur-
ing that eligible citizens are correctly
included while entries that should not
be part of the voter list are removed.

SIR stands for Special Intensive Re-
vision, a process far more detailed than
routine annual summary revisions.
While summary revisions are routine
paperwork, an SIR involves a thorough
demographic verification of households
to create a clearer and more dependable
electoral record. The Election Com-
mission of India exercises its constitu-
tional authority under Article 324 of
the Constitution, and Section 21 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950
supports the direction of SIR of elector-
al rolls in a state.

The primary goal of the SIR drive
is accuracy and fairness—eliminating
names of deceased, permanently shift-
ed, duplicate, and non-citizen voters,
while ensuring that eligible citizens are
not left out. The process also empha-
sizes verification for electors who have
registered mobile numbers and whose
details match in both Electoral Roll and
Aadhaar records, reinforcing data reli-
ability.

In Kukatpally Constituency, BLO
teams are actively working across Poll-
ing Stations No. 310 to 318. Together,
these polling stations cover a total of
9,732 voters, and as of 22nd July 2026,

TPALLY

STITUENCY

4,500 entries have been verified and
digitalised. This progress reflects sus-
tained field effort and effective coordi-
nation on the ground.

The revision activity is being car-
ried out by 6 BLOs at 2nd Phase KPHB
Colony, Bhuvana Vijayam Grounds,
functioning under the supervision of
Supervisor Rajeev. With the team ac-
tively engaging with residents, the SIR
process is being executed not only as a
verification drive, but also as a struc-
tured service to guide voters through
the documentation required.

During the distribution of Enumer-
ation Forms, the BLO guides electors
on how to fill the form correctly. If an
elector is unable to complete the form
even after initial guidance, the BLO as-
sists directly and also ensures follow-up
through subsequent visits to the elec-
tor’s house, so that the form-filling and
data capture are completed accurately.

Alongside verification, BLOs are
also helping residents by explaining
the process and supporting them in
understanding how to fill the Enumer-
ation Form. This community-focused
approach strengthens participation,
reduces confusion, and supports the
larger objective of building an electoral
roll that is accurate, inclusive, and de-
pendable.

With 4,500 verified and digitalised
records achieved as of 22nd July 2026,
the SIR Special Intensive Revision drive
at KPHB Colony’s 2nd Phase is demon-
strating clear progress and strong field-
work momentum. As the drive contin-
ues across Polling Stations 310-318,
the work at Bhuvana Vijayam Grounds
highlights a commitment to systematic
verification and better voter data for the
future.

4th Day of Parliamentary...

CENTRE READY
FOR DISCUSSION
ON ALLISSUES:
MP LAXMAN

»FROM PAGE 1

17 people have been ar-
rested in connection with
the NEET paper leak and
assured that those respon-
sible would face strict pun-
ishment through fast-track
courts.

He criticised Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, the
Congress party and the Aam
Aadmi Party for allegedly
politicising the issue and
disrupting Parliament pro-
ceedings. Laxman urged
Opposition parties to coop-
erate in ensuring smooth
proceedings and facilitate
constructive discussions on
public issues.

BJP LAUNCHES
STATEWIDE...

»FROM PAGE 1

Maheshwar Reddy, State
General Secretary N. Gautam
Rao, BJP State Vice President
Smt. Jayashree, BJP Yuva Mor-
cha State President Ganesh
Kunde, and others participated
in this event.

Besides, the BJP leader al-
leged that the Congress, Left par-
ties and certain foreign-backed
groups were conspiring to cre-
ate unrest and destabilise the
Narendra Modi-led NDA gov-
ernment. Further, he accused
certain 'ultra-left and soft-left
forces' along with leaders of
older unions like SFI, AISF, and
ASA of coming together under
new names such as the "Cock-
roach Janata Party" to incite

violence and instability in India,
similar to the events seen in Sri
Lanka, Nepal and Bangladesh.
Addressing newsmen at the
state party office, Rao claimed
that anti-national elements were
attempting to incite youth and
organise protests with foreign
support. Defending the Centre's
handling of the NEET paper
leak, he said the NDA govern-
ment acted swiftly, enacted the
Public Examinations (Preven-
tion of Unfair Means) Act, 2024,
and strengthened the National
Testing Agency (NTA). He also
highlighted the Centre's em-
ployment record and cautioned
against supporting organisa-
tions allegedly working against
the national interests.

SILENCING THE YOUTH WILL LEAD TO THE

BJP’S POLI

»FROM PAGE 1

Rahul Gandhi, Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy said Gandhi had
emerged as a true public leader
by standing with students and
sharing their concerns.

“There is one kind of lead-
ership that stands among the
people, and another that re-
mains distant while trying to
protect its power. The youth
of this country clearly under-
stand the difference,” he said.

He further alleged that mis-
information, divisive politics,
and the use of investigative
agencies to instill fear cannot
permanently silence the voice
of the people. “You cannot
chain the dreams of students,
imprison the aspirations of
youth, or defeat the Constitu-
tion,” he asserted.

Uttam Kumar Reddy said
the Congress Party considers
it its historic responsibility to

safeguard every citizen’s con-
stitutional right to question
the government. He added
that Rahul Gandhi’s campaign
to protect the Constitution,
preserve the independence of
democratic institutions, and
defend the rights of ordinary
citizens has inspired millions
of young people across the
country.

According to the Minister,
the youth now seek trust rath-
er than hatred, accountability
rather than arrogance, and
transparent governance rather
than publicity.

He said the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections would not merely be
about a change in government
but about protecting the Con-
stitution, democracy, and the
future of India’s youth.

Expressing confidence in
Rahul Gandhi’s leadership,
Uttam Kumar Reddy said
the Congress would present a

TICAL DOWNFALL: UTTAM

comprehensive, inclusive, and
constitutional alternative for
the country and voiced his be-
lief that Rahul Gandhi would
become Prime Minister with
the people’s mandate in 2029.

The Minister also said that
the Congress government in
Telangana is governing in ac-
cordance with the aspirations
of the people. He remarked
that governments which listen
to the public are remembered
in history, while those that at-
tempt to suppress democracy
through arrogance are ulti-
mately judged by the people.

He concluded by saying
that this is a time not for re-
pression but for introspec-
tion, not for arrogance but for
listening to the people. India,
he said, should move forward
not through fear, but through
constitutional values, democ-
racy, and the confidence of its
youth.

KTR serves
legal notice on

CM allegations

»FROM PAGE 1

He asserted that he has no ownership,
financial, proprietary or any other rela-
tionship whatsoever with Globe Arena
Technologies and challenged the Chief
Minister to substantiate his allegations
with credible evidence.

"The Chief Minister has been asked to
prove his allegations within 48 hours. If
he fails to do so, he must tender an un-
conditional public apology. Otherwise,
he will face appropriate civil and crim-
inal legal proceedings, including a def-
amation suit for the irreparable damage
caused to my reputation,” KTR said.

Refuting the allegations, the BRS
working president said the claims that
Globe Arena is his benami company,
that he facilitated CBSE examination
contracts for the firm, or that he had any
financial interest in the company are
completely false, fabricated and politi-
cally motivated. He said it was highly ir-
responsible for a Chief Minister holding
the highest constitutional office in the
State to level such serious allegations
without any factual basis.

Questioning the Chief Minister's
credibility, KTR asked, "If Globe Arena
is really my benami company, why did
the Congress government itself enter
into agreements with that company?
Your own government signed contracts
with the firm, and today you are claim-
ing that it is my benami company. Does
the Chief Minister have any sense of
responsibility before making such alle-
gations?"

KTR also accused Revanth Reddy of
deliberately trying to divert public at-
tention from the real issue concerning
alleged irregularities in national exam-
inations.

»FROM PAGE 1

Speaker Om Birla. TMC leaders
Saugata Roy and Mahua Moitra were
also present in the meeting. During
Question Hour, Birla had asked oppo-
sition leaders to meet him to decide
on the duration and date of the dis-
cussion on the NEET paper leak is-
sue. When the House was adjourned
for the day, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah also had a one-on-one
meeting with Birla. There was no of-
ficial word on what transpired in the

two separate meetings held at Birla's
office. When the Lok Sabha met at 11
am, opposition members rushed to
the Well protesting over the NEET
paper leak issue and the police action
on student protesters. The speaker
urged members to let the Question
Hour function, describing it as an
important part of the day's business.
He said the government was ready to
hold discussions on every issue raised
by the opposition after the Question
Hour and assured members that he

would facilitate the discussions. "The
Question Hour is the most impor-
tant. After the Question Hour, the
House is ready to discuss every issue.
I will speak to the government, and
the government is also ready for dis-
cussions. I appeal to all members to
participate in the discussion after the
Question Hour," Birla said. However,
the Opposition members ignored the
appeal and trooped into the Well of
the House, raising slogans.

Wangchuk Ends Fast After Talks

»FROM PAGE 1

assurances to him. "The govern-
ment is positive on not registering
cases against those protesting peace-
fully at Jantar Mantar in Delhi and
those who participated in the march
to Parliament on July 20, 2026,"
Nadda said, reading out the govern-

ment's assurances to Wangchuk in the
presence of his wife Gitanjali Angmo
and others. The Union Health Minis-
ter further said that the government
has already assured discussions in
Parliament on paper leaks and educa-
tion reforms for exams. "Besides, the
government is also positively consid-

ering suitable compensation for the
suicide victims of recent NEET pa-
per leaks," Nadda said. Later Sonam
Wangchuk responded on X stating
that he had broken his fast after 26
days in presence of Union Ministers
JP Nadda, Jitendra Singh, and also
leaders of Apex Body of Leh Ladakh.

CJP Calls Nationwide Protest TODAY

»FROM PAGE 1

One demand", where
participants would read out
the protesters’ demands
and express solidarity with
students, parents and oth-
ers who were injured in the
police action in Delhi on
July 20.The nationwide call
came as the protest at Jan-
tar Mantar entered a fresh
phase amid heightened
security in the national
capital, continued restric-
tions around the protest
site and mounting political

CJP DELEGATION WILL MEET WITH
MINISTERS ON FRIDAY: SOURCES

A delegation of the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) will meet with government ministers on
Friday, sources said. The meeting will take place
at 12.30 pm, but its venue has not been disclosed.
This comes after intense backroom negotiations
to end the deadlock over the NEET paper leak, the
sources said. The CJP has been staging a sit-in at
Jantar Mantar here over the NEET paper leak,
demanding Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan's resignation and an overhaul of educa-
tion system.

The CJP also
alleged that attempts were
being made to disrupt its
agitation. CJP founder Ab-
hijeet Dipke claimed "out-
siders" and "BJP goons"
were being sent to the
protest site to create dis-
turbances and later blame
the protesters, allegations
rejected by the BJP. CJP
spokesperson Saurav Das
shared a video on social
media purportedly show-
ing plain-clothed youths
carrying batons, threaten-

attacks over the July 20 po-

ing the protesters. He al-

lice action. The protest site
continued to remain under
heavy security, with large
parts of central Delhi wit-
nessing traffic disruptions
for the second consecutive
day. Seventeen Delhi Metro
stations remained closed
on Thursday, affecting
commuters and businesses

while mobile internet ser-
vices were also suspended
in parts of central Delhi
till midnight in the 1.5 km
radius of Jantar Mantar.
Traffic restrictions and
barricading led to conges-
tion on several major roads
around Connaught Place,
ITO, Parliament Street

and India Gate, with many
commuters reporting long
delays.

Despite the re-
strictions in place, crowds
swelled at the protest site,
with people raising slogans
against the government,
including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

leged that one such person
had attacked the father of a
minor protester inside Jan-
tar Mantar and demanded
that Delhi Police invoke
stricter penal provisions,
including the SC/ST Act
where applicable, and take
the accused into preventive
custody.
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overnment Programmes Are
{0 he Implemented through
Elected Public Representatives

* Speakers at the Mu-
nicipal Ward Members'
Training Programme

HYDERABAD

Government development and
welfare programmes can be
effectively implemented only
through elected public repre-
sentatives, particularly Mu-
nicipal Ward Members, who
work closely with the people,
said Mr. Bhaskar Reddy, En-
gineer-in-Chief, Public Health
& Municipal Engineering De-
partment,

Addressing the Municipal
Ward Members' Training Pro-
gramme held on Thursday at
the Engineering Staff College
of India (ESCI), Gachibowli,
he stated that Ward Members
should take pride in serving
the people at the grassroots
level.

He noted that development
works worth several thousand
crores of rupees are being un-
dertaken across 123 Munici-
palities and 12 Municipal Cor-
porations in Telangana, mak-
ing Urban Local Bodies one of
the strongest systems directly
connected with citizens.

He explained that munici-
palities are responsible for 18
key civic functions, including
construction and maintenance
of roads and culverts, street
lighting, public parks, drinking
water supply, sewerage system,

2, SOUTH COAST RAILWAY
VISAKHAPATNAM
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Tender No.GTL-EM-29-2026-27 §

Dt: 22.07.2026 5

Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer/ £

Maintenance/ Guntakal, Acting for and 2
on behalf of the President of India,

invites E-Tenders for the Following
works.

Tender No. : GTL-EM-29-2026-27.
Name of work : Guntakal Division-
Augmentation of Sub station by Replacing
the OIld and Over Aged inefficient
Transformers on Age Cum condition basis
with Star-rated transformers with
necessary cabling arrangements and
Provision / Replacement of DG Sets
duly accounting the Future Loads.
Approx. Value : Rs. 2,91,92,321.68/-,
Closing Date and Times : 13.08.2026 at
15:00 hrs.

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE NO.
B/E.EGS/06/2026-27 Dt. 17.07.2026 [

For bidding the tender and other details,
login to http://www.ireps.gov.in .
Corrigendum of tender, if any, will be
issued online only.

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/M,
Guntakal

E-Tender Notice No:01/DRM/W/GNT [
Dt: 22.07.2026 %

The undersigned invites e-tenders for @
the works mentioned below upto E
15:30hrs of 18.08.2026.
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CoR:

Sl. No.(1) : Tender Id.: 01. Sr DEN
Section : North. Description of work :
SW-I: Guntur - Nadikudi section:
Complete Track Renewal (P) - 2.00 Tkm,
Through Rail Renewal (P) - 21.947 Tkm&
Through Sleeper Renewal (P) - 2.90 Tkm.
SW-II: Nadikudi - Macherla section:
Through Rail Renewal (P) - 17.623 Tkm
SW-III: Through Fittings Renewal - 17.95
Tkm (All fittings) & 38.93 Tkm (Rubber pad
only) in Sr.DEN/North/GNT section SW-
IV: Through Ballast Renewal (Main line)
by BCM for a total length of 1.405 Tkm,
Turnouts by BCM (31nos), Loop lines by
Manually for a total length of 1.916 Tkm in
Sr.DEN/North/GNT section. SW-V:
Renewal of Switch Expansion Joints with
Thick Web SEJS (TWSEJ) - 10 nos in
Sr.DEN/North/GNT section. SW-VI:
Renewal of Glued Joints - 45 nos in
Sr.DEN/North/GNT section. Approx.

Value : Rs. 5,28,02,201/-, EMD : Rs.
10,56,100/-.
Sl. No.(2) : Tender Id.: 02. Sr DEN

Section : North. Description of work : (i)
Augmentation of Running Room GNT &
NLPD. (ii) Improvements to frieght
examination at NLPD. Approx. Value :
Rs. 2,64,68,620/-, EMD : Rs. 5,29,400/-.

Sl. No.(3) : Tender Id.: 03. Sr DEN
Section : West. Description of work:
SW-I: Development of New Guntur
Railway station. SW-II: Improvements to
flooring, copings on platform 1&4 at
Guntur station. Approx. Value : Rs.
6,28,37,540/-, EMD : Rs. 12,56,800/-.

Sl. No.(4) : TenderId.: 04. SrDEN Section
: West. Description of work : Balance
works to be attended at Bridges in GKM-
Darsi section(New Line). Approx. Value :
Rs.1,19,84,534/- EMD: Rs. 2,39,700/-.

SI.No.(5) : TenderId.: 05. SrDEN Section
: West. Description of work : SW-I:
Augmentation of watering facilities and
Drainage arrangements for staff quarters in
various stations in SSE/Works/NLPD (W),
MRK & NDL sections under DEN/
West/GNT in GNT division. SW-II: Guntur
division- Provision of Rooms for C&W and
EnHM activities at NDL. Approx. Value :
Rs.4,53,83,735/-, EMD : Rs. 9,07,700/-.

sanitation, lake restoration,
urban greenery through nurs-
eries, urban planning, and sev-
eral other essential public ser-
vices. Nearly 25 million people
reside in urban local bodies
across the State, where numer-
ous development projects are
being implemented under var-
ious government schemes.

The training programme
was jointly organized by the
Municipal Administration &
Urban Development Depart-
ment, National Institute of
Urban Management and the
Engineering Staff College of

India. The programme was

inaugurated with the cere-

monial lighting of the lamp
by senior officials.

Ward Members repre-
senting from 33 Municipal-
itiesparticipated in the pro-
gramme included Asifabad,
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For and on behalf of the President of
India, the undersigned invites e-Tender
for the following works up to 15:00
hours on the date mentioned below:

PUB/SCoR:

1. B/ E.29/ I/ EGS/ 15/ 26-27 Dt.
14.07.2026 Name of work: BZA
Division: Provision of Emission Control
Devices for DG sets of 125 KVA &
above capacity over BZA Division.
Period of completion: 6 months Tender
value (}): 1,03,92,123.00 E.M.D./
Bid Security(X): 2,07,900.00 Cost
of Tender document: Nil Date of
closing: 05.08.2026

2. B/ E.29/ V EGS/ 16/ 26-27
Dt.17.07.2026 Name of work: BZA
Division: Strengthening & up-gradation
of standby power supply arrangements
to BZA Railway station, RH/BZA &
Divisional offices at Vijayawada— duly
providing 1010 KVA DG Set. Period
of completion: 6 months Tender
value (%): 1,43,43,746.00 E.M.D./
Bid Security(%¥): 2,86,900.00 Cost
of Tender document: Nil Date of
closing: 10.08.2026

3. B/ E.29/ V EGS/ 18/ 26-27, Dt.
17.07.2026 Name of work: BZA
Division: Modification as per RDSO
Modification Sheet No.RDSO/ PE /
MS/AC /0097- 2025(rev.0) or latest
for provision of Single connection
arrangement at the input of MPCB/
MCB instead of existing looping
arrangement in LHB type EOG/HOG
Coaches & Power Cars over the
BZA division, Qty- 150 No’s. Period
of completion: 6 months Tender
value (%): 1,38,94,500.00 E.M.D./Bid
Security(%): 2,77,900 Cost of Tender
document: Nil Date of closing:
10.08.2026
1) Tender conditions/other particulars
such as the details of Name of work in
full, the similar nature of the above works,
eligibility criteria etc., are available in
the Tender documents published in
website at “www.ireps.gov.in”. 2) The
prospective tenderers are advised to
visit website “www.ireps.gov.in” before
the date of tender closing to note any
changes/corrigenda for any tender.
Visit our site at “www.ireps.gov.in”
Divisional Railway Manager
(Electrical) Vijayawada
0
Tender Notice No. VSKP-
ELECTG-26-27-WC-08
For and on behalf of the President of E

India, the undersigned invites E-Tender &
for the following works.

Sl. No.(6) : TenderId.: 06. SrDEN Section
: West. Description of work : SW-I:
Through Rail Renewal (P) for a total length
of 11.71 Tkm in Sr.DEN/west/GNT section.
SW-II: Complete Track Renewal (P) on
main line -0.78 km and TSR(P) on main line
-0.2 km in Sr.DEN/West/GNT section. SW-
Ill: Through Fittings Renewal for a total
length of 25.296 Tkm( Rubber pad only)
and 7.2 Tkm (All fittings) in
Sr.DEN/West/GNT section. SW-1V:
Through Ballast Renewal (Main line) by
BCM for a total length of 6.651 Tkm,
TBR(LL)- 8.587 km, TBR (P&C) with BCM-
41 nos in Sr.DEN/ West/GNT section. SW-
V: Renewal of SEJs with TWSEJ-29 nos
SW-VI: Renewal of GJs-149 nos SW-VII:
TRR(P) at isolated locations for elimination
of kinky rails for a length of 7.567 km in Sr.
DEN/West/GNT section. Approx. Value :
Rs.2,97,82,816/-, EMD : Rs. 5,95,700/-.

Tender No.: VSKP-ELECTG-26-27-WC-
08, Name of work: Augmentation works
for lllumination improvement in ELSVSKP
under the Jurisdiction of JEE/ELG/ELS/
VSKP. Quantity: As mentioned in Tender
Document. Period of Completion: 180
days. Tender Value: Rs.23,74,242.81/-
(Rupees Twenty Three Lakhs Seventy
Four Thousand Two Hundred Forty Two
and Eighty One paisa only). Bid Security/
Earnest Money to be deposited: Rs.
47,500/- (Rupees Forty Seven Thousand
Five Hundred only). Cost of tender
document: Rs.0/- (Nil). Offer validity:
45 Days from the date of opening. Type
of tender: Works Tender governed by
GCC-2022 for works. System of
Tendering: Open Tender-Single Packet.
Time & Date of tender closing: 13:30
hrs of 17.08.2026. Tender document
and corrigendum: Visit website http://
www.ireps.gov.in. Postal address for
correspondence: O/o of Sr. DEE/G/VSKP,
DRM Office Building, Dondaparthy,
Visakhapatnam-530004, Andhra Pradesh.

1. Last date for online submission of E-
bids is upto 15.30 hrs of 18.08.2026. For
detailed information logon to website
www.ireps.gov.in.

2. Any further Communication/
Corrigendum shall be intimated through
E-portal www.ireps.gov.in.

Divisional Railway Manager (Works),

Guntur

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer(G)/

Visakhapatnam

SCoR-A106
For further tender conditions/
details and for downloading
the tender documents.
Please visit website at

http://www.ireps.gov.in

Bellampalli, Kagaznagar,
Mancherial, Choppadandi,
Huzurabad, Manthani, Ped-
dapalli, Alampur, Gadwal, Am-
arachintha, Atmakur, Chevel-
la, Ibrahimpatnam, Moinabad
Bhongir and other municipali-
ties. During the technical ses-
sions, officials from the MAUD
delivered presentations on var-
ious subjects. K. Phalguna Ku-
mar, Joint Director, explained
the provisions of the Telanga-
na Municipalities Act, 2019,
T.S.V.N. Thrilleshwar spoke on
the Urban Challenge Fund, Ms.
Sandhya delivered a session on
Jal Sanchay— Jan Bhagidari,
while V. Mamatha explained
the various initiatives under
the AMRUT Mission.

Col. Harpal Singh Grewal,
Director, Engineering Staff
College of India expressed his
gratitude to the Government of

Telangana and the Secretary,
Municipal Administration &
Urban Development Depart-
ment, for choosing ESCI as
the venue for conducting this
important capacity-building
programme.

J. Srinivasa Rao, Executive
Director, National Institute of
Urban Management informed
that similar training pro-
grammes will be conducted for
Ward Members from rest of the
Municipalities in the next two
weeks scheduled on 28 July, 31
July and 4 August 2026.

The programme was coor-
dinated by J. Srinivasa Rao,
along with Dr. Venkatesh, and
Ms. Anita Agarwal, Head, En-
vironment Management Di-
vision, ESCI, along with Nag-
amalleswara Rao, Prakash,
Dr. P. Rajarao, and S. Lakshmi
Kantha Rao.

CITY BEAT
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- MLA Rajasekhar Reddy Submits Strong

Objections to Draft CURE Bill, 2026

HYDERABAD

Malkajgiri MLA Sri M. Ra-
jasekhar Reddy today submit-
ted a detailed representation
to Sri Jayesh Ranjan, IAS,
Special Chief Secretary to the
Government of Telangana,
raising serious objections to
several provisions of the pro-
posed Core Urban Regional
Economy Area (CURE) Bill,
2026 and urging the Gov-
ernment to comprehensively
review the draft before its en-
actment.

In his representation, the
MLA stated that while urban
development and better gover-
nance are welcome objectives,
the Bill in its present form
weakens democratic local
self-government and is incon-
sistent with the spirit of the
74th Constitutional Amend-
ment, which guarantees great-
er autonomy and decentralisa-
tion to Urban Local Bodies.

Sri Rajasekhar Reddy high-
lighted the following major
concerns: Excessive Cen-
tralisation of Powers: The
proposed Apex Council and
Government are vested with
overriding powers, reducing
the role of elected Municipal
Corporations. The Mayor,
Deputy Mayor and Standing

Committee are left with very

limited authority, undermin-

ing democratic governance.
No Mandatory Ward Com-

mittees:  Although  Ward
Committees are mentioned
in the Bill, there is no statu-
tory requirement to establish
functional Ward Committees
with clearly defined powers
and financial authority in ev-
ery ward. This weakens citizen
participation and grassroots
governance.

Financial Burden on Citi-
zens: The Bill enables periodic
revision of water supply and
sewerage user charges, which
could result in automatic an-
nual increases, placing an ad-
ditional financial burden on
urban households.

Capital Value-Based Prop-
erty Tax: The proposal to
levy property tax based on
Capital Value may substan-
tially increase the tax burden
on homeowners, particularly

middle-class families, senior
citizens and fixed-income
households. No Financial
Powers to Zonal Administra-
tion: The Bill does not provide
independent financial powers
to Zonal Commissioners and
Deputy Commissioners. As
they can exercise only delegat-
ed powers, local development
works may continue to face
administrative delays.

Government Control Over
Municipal Corporations: The
provisions empowering the
Government to suspend res-
olutions, issue binding direc-
tions and dissolve or supersede
Municipal Corporations erode
the autonomy of democratically
elected local bodies and dilute
the concept of local self-gov-
ernment. Sri Rajasekhar Reddy
urged the Government to hold
wider consultations with elect-
ed representatives, Resident
Welfare Associations, urban
governance experts and other
stakeholders before finalising
the legislation.

He further demanded
that the Government:
Strengthen the powers of
elected Municipal Corpora-
tions. Make Ward Committees
mandatory with defined pow-
ers and financial allocations.

Protect citizens from arbi-
trary increases in user charges
and property taxes. Delegate
adequate financial powers to

Zonal Commissioners and
Deputy Commissioners.
Withdraw  or  suitably

amend provisions that permit
suspension of Corporation
resolutions and dissolution of
elected Municipal Corpora-
tions.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sri Rajasekhar Reddy said:

"Urban development must
go hand in hand with demo-
cratic decentralisation. The
CURE Bill should empower
local governments, not weak-
en them. Citizens deserve
greater participation in gov-
ernance, affordable municipal
services and accountable local
institutions. I sincerely hope
the Government will consider
these genuine concerns and
revise the Bill in the larger
public interest."

The MLA expressed con-
fidence that the Government
would positively consider the
representation and incorpo-
rate necessary amendments to
ensure that the CURE Bill pro-
motes efficient urban admin-
istration while safeguarding
the constitutional autonomy
of Urban Local Bodies.

K.T. Rama Rao decides to forgo birthday celebrations
in light of attacks on students and youth in Delhi

HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
Working President KT. Rama
Rao (KTR) has decided not to
celebrate his birthday and in-
stead observe it quietly in view
of the alleged crackdown and
attacks on students and youth
in the national capital, Delhi.
Expressing solidarity with
the students and young peo-
ple who have been protesting
in Delhi, KTR said he would
participate in the protest pro-

gramme being organised to-
morrow by the BRS Students’
Wing (BRSV) to condemn the
actions taken against them.
He also stated that he had de-
cided not to celebrate his 50th
birthday because of the prevail-
ing serious situation both in the
state and across the country,
including the difficulties being
faced by farmers due to inade-
quate rainfall in Telangana.
KTR appealed to party
workers, supporters, and
well-wishers not to spend

BRSV to hold massive protest at Indira Park today

HYDERABAD

The Bharat Rashtra Samithi
Vidyarthi (BRSV), the student
wing of the BRS, has announced
a major demonstration at Dhar-
na Chowk, Indira Park, Hyder-
abad, on Friday at 10 AM. The
protest comes in response to the
police action and alleged sup-

pression of students and youth
protesting in New Delhi. BRS
working president K.T. Rama
Rao (KTR) will attend the pro-
test to reaffirm his solidarity
with the youth movement. In
a personal gesture of support,
KTR has decided to forego all
customary celebrations for his
5oth birthday, choosing instead

to stand alongside student activ-
ists. "The voice of India's youth
cannot be crushed through
force," KTR stated, emphasis-
ing the constitutional right to
dissent and peaceful assembly.

A large gathering of stu-
dents, youth organizations,
and BRSV activists is expected
to participate to demand ac-

Strengthen the Sthapati Wing

m Urge Telangana
Sthapatis and
Sculptors

HYDERABAD

Sthapatis (traditional tem-
ple architects) and sculptors
from Telangana, who received
training at the Tirupati School
of Sculpture in temple archi-
tecture, temple construction,
and sculpture, met the Com-
missioner of the Telangana
Endowments Department and
presented their concerns.

The delegation said that the
Endowments Department pre-
viously had a fully functional
Sthapati Wing, but the absence
of permanent recruitment over
the past 18 years has left the
wing on the verge of becoming
defunct.

They pointed out that al-
though Telangana is home to
numerous temples of historical
and spiritual significance, only
a few receive proper mainte-
nance and conservation. Many
other historic temples, they
said, have been neglected and
are at risk of gradual deteriora-
tion and disappearance.

Referring to the Ramappa
Temple, a UNESCO World Her-

itage Site, as a source of pride
for Telangana, they stressed the
need to secure similar interna-
tional recognition for other his-
torically significant temples in
the state.

They said that if the govern-
ment promotes the conservation
of historic temples along with
traditional temple architecture,
Telangana’s rich history, culture,
and sculptural heritage could
be showcased to visitors from
around the world.

The representatives urged
the government to strengthen
the Sthapati Wing of the En-
dowments Department and
fill the existing vacant Sthapati
posts on a permanent basis.

They also noted that local
sthapatis and sculptors had
received some opportunities
during the reconstruction of
the Yadadri (Yadagirigutta)
Temple. They appealed to the
government to further develop
the Yadadri School of Sculp-
ture by providing it with ade-
quate infrastructure, faculty,
and staff so that it can function
effectively.

According to the delegation,
such measures would not only
create greater employment
opportunities for traditional

sculptors and temple archi-
tects but also ensure the avail-
ability of skilled professionals
needed for the conservation
and restoration of Telangana’s
historic and religious monu-
ments.

They said these initiatives
would help preserve Telanga-
na’s rich tradition of temple ar-
chitecture and sculpture while
passing on the state’s cultural
and spiritual heritage to fu-
ture generations. After hear-
ing their representations, the
Commissioner of the Endow-
ments Department assured the
delegation that their concerns
would be examined positively
and that appropriate action
would be taken.

countability and protest police
excesses against peaceful dem-
onstrators.

Meanwhile, BRS leaders, in-
cluding Gellu Srinivas Yadav,
Mutha Jayasimha, and others
called on the Gandhi Nagar
Assistant Commissioner of Po-
lice (ACP) and sought permis-
sion for the protest.

Tender Notice No. : ELD-125-WC-OT-
44B-25, dated 15.07.2026. e-Tender is
invited by Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
(TRD), Eastern Railway, 4th floor, Rail Yatri
Niwas, near Howrah Station, Howrah-
711101 for the following work : Name of
the work with its location : 25KV OHE
work in connection with Shifting of Insulated
Overlap after stop signal for protection of
train entering into isolated section under
Howrah Division of Eastern Railway.
Approx. cost of the work:
% 1,89,07,411.70. Earnest Money/Bid
Security to be deposited : ¥ 3,78,100/-.
Cost of tender form : NIL. Completion
period of the work : 06 (Six) months from
the date of issue of LOA. Tender Closing
Date & Time: 15.00 hrs. on 07.08.2026.
Opening of tender: Tender will be opened
any time after closing of tender. Tenderers
may visit website www.ireps.gov.in for
full details/ description/specification of the
tenders and submit their bid online. Manual
offers are not allowed against this tender
and any manual offer if received shall not
be accepted and will be summarily rejected.

(HWH-229/2026-27)
Tender Notice is also available at websites :
www.er.indianrailways.gov.in / www.ireps.gov.in

Follow us at : B§ @EasternRailway
Fi@easternrailwayheadquarter

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

Electrical Branch (General Services)
Chennai Division
Tender Notice ME29IISC-Hirect-2026R2
The Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer, General Services, Chennai Division, Southern
Railway, [Vth Floor, NGO Annex, Park Town, Chennai - 600 003 for and on behalf of the
President of India invites ONLINE Open Tenders for the E-Tender no. ME29IISC-Hirect-
2026R2 for the following work as per the Tender Notice issued in our E-Tender portal
www.ireps.gov.in. The bidders intending to apply for E-Tender for Works in Chennai
Division, need to get enrolled in the aforesaid E-Tender portal and only online tenders will

be accepted.

E-TENDER NO ME291ISC-Hirect-2026R2 dt. 22.07.2026
Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract for
maintenance of out of warranty Hirect (M/s.Hind

NAME OF THE WORK Rectifiers Ltd.) make 25kVA inverters fitted in
Roof Mounted AC coaches of Southern Railway
for a period of three years
Rs. 8,25,38,973/- (Rupees Eight Crore Twenty

APPROXIMATE COST OF WORK | Five Lakh Thirty Eight Thousand Nine Hundred
and Seventy Three Only).

Rs. 5,62,700/- (Rupees Five Lakh Sixty Two

EARNEST MONEY DEPOSIT Thousand and Seven Hundred only).

CONTRACT PERIOD Three Years

lﬁ\:‘g ER CLOSING DATE AND 12.08.2026 and 15.00 Hrs

1. The details of the approximate cost of Tender value, EMD, and the details of bid
submission are furnished in the aforesaid E-Portal.

2. The online bids for tenders floated through the above portal are required to be digitally signed.

3. GST rules applicable from time to time will apply for this E-Tender.

For and On Behalf of the President of India.

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer,
Chennai Division, Southern Railway.

money on birthday-related
activities such as cake-cut-
ting ceremonies, flex banners,
hoardings, flower bouquets, or
newspaper advertisements to
convey greetings.

Instead, he urged them to use
those funds, to the extent possi-

ble, for charitable and commu-
nity service activities, helping
people in distress and those in
need.

He said his birthday would
be more meaningful if it were
marked through initiatives that
benefit society.

STORES E-PROCUREMENT

for the following works.

NFR. Qty: 20 Nos.

participate in the above tenders.

following Work.

E-procurement Tender Notice No. S/66/009/26-27 Dated: 20-07-
2026 for Supply of Materials. E-tenders are invited by the undersigned

Tender No. NJ265096
Closing/Opening date: 10-08-2026
Brief Description: Supply, testing and commissioning of waterless
urinals in Three Phases Electric Passenger Locomotive as per RDSO
Functional requirement specification no. RDSO/2023/EL/FRS/0034
(Rev-02) of September 2025 or latest. consignee: SSE/D/Siliguri Jn.

Note: For full details of tender notice and tender documents, tenderer

may log on to the website (www.ireps.gov.in). Prospective bidder who
intend to participate in above tender are required to log on themselves
with the above website and submit their offer electronically, if they are
already registered with IREPS. In Case they are not registered with
IREPS, they are advised to obtain class-lll Digital Signature Certificate
from the certifying agencies under Govt. of India IT Act 2000 and

Dy. Chief Materials Manager, New Jalpaiguri

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

EASTERN RAILWAY SOUTHERN RAILWAY
Electrical (General), Construction, Egmore, Chennai
Tender Notice No: E-HQ-CN-MS-EOT-13-2026-27, Dt: 18/07/2026.
For and on behalf of the President of India, The Deputy Chief Electrical Engineer/General/
Construction / Southern Railway / Egmore, Chennai - 600008 invites E-Tender for the

Name of the work:

MAS-AJJ section: (i) Proposed yard improvement at MAS yard to
rectify forced defective layout and (ii) Elimination of Diamond
crossing atMAS yard -Electrical Arrangements - Works Contract.

Tender Notice No. and Date

E-HQ-CN-MS-EQT-13-2026-27,
Dt:18/07/2026.

1 | Period of Completion 6Months
Approximate Cost of Work Rs. 20,80,695/-
Costof Tender Form Nil

Rs.41,600/-

Tender Closing Date & Time

18/08/2026 & 11:00am

2
3
4 | Earnest Money Deposit(EMD)
5
6

Tender Opening Date & Time

18/08/2026 & 11:30am

Complete details can be seen on www.ireps.gov.in.
Deputy Chief Electrical Engineer, Construction,
Southern Railway, Egmore, Chennai - 600008
(For and on behalf of President of India)

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

participatingin the e-tenders.

LOCO WORKS, AYANAVARAM, CHENNAI - 600 023
E-TENDER NOTICE
Open Tender Notice No. LW_ Cont_Corrosion_OT_26
The Chief Workshop Manager/Loco Works/Ayanavaram, Southern Railway, Chennai-
600 023 for and on behalf of the President of India invites following online Open Tender as
per Tender Notice issued as in our e-tender portal www.ireps.gov.in. The Tenderer(s)
intending to apply e-tender for works/service contract, need to get enrolled in the
aforesaid e-tender portal and only online tenders will be accepted. The payment towards
Bid Security Deposit is to be made through online payment method only. It is the
responsibility of the tenderer(s) to obtain necessary Digital Signature Certificates for

Tender No.

LW_Cont_Corrosion_OT_26

Tender for (Name of work)

Corrosion Repair Activities in ICF, LHB, DEMU/
MEMU/EMU TC Coaches at the premises of
Loco Workshop, Perambur

signed.

agreement.

Document.

Quantity 1,13,628 Man Hours
Period Of Contract 24 months from the date of issue of LOA
Estimated Tender Value 1,67,96,490.96/- (Rupees One Crore Sixty Seven
lakhs Ninety Six thousand Four hundred Ninety
and Ninety Six paise Only)
Amount of Bid Security Deposit | %3,35,900/-
Cost of Tender Booklet Nil
Tender Due on 08-08-2026 & 11:00 hrs
Website Particulars Www.ireps.gov.in
Dy.CME/LW/PER
For Chief Workshop Manager,
NOTE Loco Works, Ayanavaram, Chennai-600023

1. The details of the Estimated Tender value, Bid Security Amount and the details of the
bid submission are fumished in the aforesaid e-portal
2. The online bids for tenders floated through the above portal are required to be digitally

3. Tenderer should follow the necessary corrigendum, if any, issued by the Railway
Administration in IREPS portal before bidding.

4. Validity of the offer and the bid security should be minimum 60 days from the date of
opening of Tender or up to the period being extended further if required by mutual

5. The Railway reserves the right to cancel the Tender without assigning any reasons
thereto. The other terms and conditions pertaining to Tender are detailed in the Tender
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Ghange the System, Not Just the Individuals

India Needs Comprehensive Education Reforms, Not Temporary Political Solutions

ducation is the foundation of
Eevery developed nation. The
future of a country is shaped
not only in legislatures but also in
classrooms, laboratories, libraries,
and educational institutions. When-
ever concerns arise about examina-
tions or the education system, stu-
dents have every democratic right
to seek transparency, fairness, ac-
countability, and equal opportunity.
However, the larger question be-
fore the nation is this: Are we solv-
ing the problem, or merely reacting
to it? Calls for the resignation of an
individual may satisfy immediate
public sentiment, but they do not
address the structural weaknesses
of India's education system. Sus-
tainable progress comes not from
changing individuals alone, but
from reforming institutions, poli-
cies, and governance.

The Real Crisis Is Systemic
The recurring controversies sur-
rounding NEET and JEE are not
merely about examinations; they
expose deeper structural challenges
within India's education ecosystem.

Every year, millions of talented
students aspire to become doctors
and engineers, yet the availability
of quality educational institutions
and professional seats remains far
below the growing demand. Con-
sequently, students face intense
competition in which a few marks

can determine their future.

This raises several import-
ant national questions:

Why are there still too few gov-
ernment and quality private medi-
cal colleges?

Why must millions of capable
students compete for such limited
opportunities?

Why has school education not
become strong enough to reduce de-
pendence on coaching centres?

Why are career guidance, voca-
tional education, and skill develop-
ment still not central components of
mainstream education?

These are the issues that deserve
sustained national attention.

Can One Examination De-
cide a Student's Future?

Every student possesses unique
abilities. Some excel in competitive
examinations, while others demon-
strate exceptional talent in research,
innovation, creativity, leadership,
communication, or practical prob-
lem-solving.

Reducing years of learning to the
outcome of a single high-pressure
examination is educationally lim-
iting. India should move towards a
balanced admission framework that
considers:

Class XII Board performance

National entrance examination
scores

Continuous academic assessment

Such an approach would reward
consistent learning rather than
placing excessive weight on a single
examination day.

Strengthen Schools,
Reduce Coaching Depen-
dency

The commercialization of com-
petitive education has become a
matter of serious concern.

Many students spend long hours
in school followed by coaching class-
es, leaving little time for sports, cre-
ativity, emotional development, or
family life. This relentless academic
pressure contributes to stress, anxi-
ety, and burnout.

The vision of the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP 2020) extends
beyond preparing students for ex-
aminations; it aims to prepare them
for life.

Schools must hecome cen-
tres of holistic learning
that nurture:
Critical thinking
Scientific temperament
Creativity
Communication skills
Leadership
Ethical values
Environmental awareness
Digital literacy
Emotional intelligence
Problem-solving abilities

If schools consistently deliver
high-quality education, dependence
on expensive coaching institutions
will naturally decline.

Expand Educational
Opportunities

Demand for medical education
continues to rise, but the supply of
quality institutions has not kept
pace.

India should prioritise:

Establishing more government
medical colleges across districts.

Expanding MBBS seats based on
population needs.

Investing in Nursing, Pharmacy,
Physiotherapy, Allied Health Sci-
ences, and Public Health education.

Creating more research universi-
ties and centres of excellence.

Strengthening educational infra-
structure in rural and semi-urban
regions.

Expanding opportunities is far
more effective than merely increas-
ing competition.

Make Skill Education a Na-
tional Priority

The global economy is rapidly
evolving. Artificial Intelligence,
Robotics, Biotechnology, Green
Technology, Data Science, Cyber
Security, Renewable Energy, and
Entrepreneurship are creating new
career pathways. Yet much of In-
dia's education system continues to
revolve around marks, ranks, and
entrance examinations. Not every
student needs to become a doctor or
an engineer. Every student deserves
the opportunity to discover and de-
velop their own potential.

Schools should therefore
integrate

Skill education

Vocational education

Entrepreneurship

Financial literacy

Career guidance

Digital skills

Innovation and research

These reforms will prepare young
people not only to seek employment
but also to create it.

Reform the Examination System

India should consider several
long-term reforms:

Give appropriate weightage to
Class XII Board examinations

alongside national entrance tests.

Introduce multiple examination
opportunities each year wherever
feasible. Strengthen examination
security using Al-enabled monitor-
ing, biometric verification, and ad-
vanced digital safeguards. Improve
transparency and accountability
throughout the examination pro-
cess. Ensure equal access to quality
educational resources for rural and
economically disadvantaged stu-
dents.

Provide counselling and men-
tal health support before and after
competitive examinations.

Student  Movements
Champion Lasting Reforms

Student movements have histor-
ically contributed to social trans-
formation. Their energy should
be directed toward long-term na-
tion-building rather than short-
term political demands.

Should

Students can become pow-
erful advocates for:

More medical colleges

More universities

Stronger government schools

Better public higher education

Transparent and secure examina-
tions

Skill-based education

Affordable quality education

Research and innovation

Equal educational opportunities
for all Such reforms will benefit not

only today's students but also future
generations.

Change the System,
Build the Nation

Individuals will come and go.
Governments will change. Minis-
ters will change.

But a strong education system
can serve generations.

India's aspiration to become a de-
veloped nation by 2047 depends not
only on economic growth but also
on educational transformation. The
country needs policies that expand
opportunities, improve quality,
encourage innovation, strengthen
public education, and prepare young
people for a rapidly changing world.

The goal should not simply be to
respond to one examination con-
troversy, but to build an education
system that is fair, inclusive, trans-
parent, future-ready, and globally
competitive. Changing individuals
may bring temporary satisfaction.
Changing the education system can
transform generations. Let us move
beyond politics and work together to
build an education system that em-
powers every child and strengthens
the future of India.

— Dr. Lion Komatireddy
Gopal Reddy

Educationist | Environmentalist
| Advocate for National
Education Reforms

Singareni is the Heartbeat of Telangana

m People of Telangana
Share an Emotional Bond
with Singareni

m Deputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka Con-
ducts Field Inspection
at Sathupalli Open Cast
Mine

SATTUPALLY

Telangana Deputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu stated that
the State Government's foremost
objective is to ensure that Singareni
Collieries Company Limited (SCCL)
remains a strong, efficiently man-
aged, and future-ready public sector
enterprise by expanding its business
and securing its long-term sustain-
ability for future generations.

Describing Singareni as the "soul
of Telangana,” the Deputy Chief
Minister said the people of the state
and its workforce share an emotion-
al bond with the 130-year-old insti-
tution. He emphasized that it is ev-
eryone's collective responsibility not
only to protect this iconic public sec-
tor enterprise but also to strengthen
it and hand it over as a profitable
organization to future generations.

The Deputy Chief Minister in-
spected the Sathupalli Open Cast
Coal Mine, where he reviewed coal
reserves, production processes, and
coal quality before addressing the
media.

Senior officials accompanying
him included Energy Special Chief
Secretary Navin Mittal, SCCL
Chairman and Managing Director
Dr. Buddha Prakash Jyoti, TGGEN-
CO CMD Dr. Harish, SCCL Director
Gautham Potru, Khammam District
Collector Divakar T.S., MLAs Matta
Ragamayee and Maloth Ramdas
Naik, among others.

Speaking to the media, the Depu-

Revanth questions BRS silence on
Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation

HYDERABAD

ty Chief Minister said the field visit
was undertaken to directly assess
mining operations, understand the
challenges faced by the company,
and review its future plans.

Explaining mining operations,
he said Overburden (OB) refers to
the soil and rock removed during
mining, while coal is the company's
most valuable resource and primary
source of revenue. Contractors may
view the removal of overburden and
coal similarly since payments are
made based on excavation volume,
but the management must clearly
distinguish between the two. He
instructed officials to ensure that
overburden, soil, and rocks do not
get mixed with coal during blasting
and loading operations. Continuous
monitoring by company officials at
every shovel and loading point is
essential to maintain coal quality,
he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister noted
that transporting inferior-quali-
ty coal not only increases trans-

did not have their names on the voters'

portation costs unnecessarily but
also reduces efficiency at thermal
power plants and may even lead to
plant tripping. He directed officials
to supply only high-quality, uncon-
taminated coal to TGGENCO and
other customers.

He observed that while the coal
sector once operated under a mo-
nopoly, the market has now become
highly competitive with the entry
of private players and increasing
imports of coal from abroad. To re-
main competitive, Singareni must
produce superior-quality coal while
simultaneously reducing production
costs, he said.

He pointed out that Singareni had
missed several opportunities over
the past decade by not participating
in auctions for new coal blocks.

The Deputy Chief Minister ex-
plained that it takes at least seven
to eight years from acquiring a coal
block through auction to completing
land acquisition, obtaining forest
clearances, and commencing min-

ing operations. Therefore, Singare-
ni must prepare and execute plans
with a minimum 10-year strategic
vision.

He instructed the managements
of Singareni and TGGENCO to
jointly prepare a long-term action
plan by assessing future electricity
demand in the state and estimating
corresponding coal requirements
over the next decade.

He said that after the present
people's government assumed of-
fice, pending issues relating to land
acquisition and forest clearances for
Tadicherla-II and Naini coal blocks
were resolved expeditiously. The
government, he added, would ex-
tend full support to enable Singare-
ni to participate in future coal block
auctions across the country.

Highlighting the global shift
towards clean energy, the Depu-
ty Chief Minister said Singareni
should not remain confined to coal
production alone but must rapidly
expand into the solar energy sec-

y

tor. He observed that solar power,
pumped storage, hydrogen, and
nuclear energy would increasingly
complement and, in some cases, re-
place thermal power in the future.
Accordingly, Singareni should sig-
nificantly enhance its focus on solar
power generation.

He further stated that Singare-
ni's vast expertise in mining and its
highly skilled technical workforce
should also be leveraged to explore
and mine critical minerals and rare
earth minerals, which are essential
for semiconductor and chip manu-
facturing.

The Deputy Chief Minister reiter-
ated that the Telangana Government
is committed to extending all pos-
sible support to protect, strength-
en, and transform Singareni into a
globally competitive and profitable
enterprise. He called upon officials,
engineers, and workers to work in
close coordination to further en-
hance the legacy and reputation of
Singareni.

m Rs. 10 lakh financial
assistance provided
for pursuing studies

, at a university in

: Germany

HYDERABAD

Minister Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy has ex-
tended support
to help a poor
H student achieve
her dream of
higher educa-
tion. Parimala,
a student from
Devarakon-
: da  belonging
H to a family of

impoverished
daily wage
workers,  did

not allow financial hardships
to stand in the way of her aspi-
rations.

After completing her higher
' education at IIT Madras, she
secured admission to a pres-
tigious university in Germa-
ny for a master’s programme.
However, due to her family’s
financial situation, there was
: uncertainty about whether she
: would be able to pursue her
dream.

When the matter came to the
attention of local MLA Balu-
nayak, he called the student’s
family, inquired about their
situation, and subsequently
brought the issue to the notice
i of Telangana Roads, Buildings
and Cinematography Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy.
Arrangements were made for

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy ques-
tioned why the BRS had not demanded
the resignation of Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan over recent
controversies. The Chief Minister also
referred to the deaths of 27 Intermedi-
ate students during the previous BRS
regime, alleging that they resulted from
errors in the evaluation of examination
papers. He demanded that BRS Working
President K.T. Rama Rao prove his in-
tegrity in connection with the Globare-
na issue and apologise for the student
deaths.

Speaking during an informal interac-
tion with the media at the Assembly on
Thursday, Revanth Reddy said that 70%
of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls had been completed
across the State. He alleged that there
was a possibility of voters being deleted
from the rolls in the name of the revision
and said Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
had been deployed to prevent such irreg-
ularities. The Chief Minister questioned
how people could avail themselves of
government welfare schemes if they

list. He also responded to allegations
made by the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) that he had votes registered in
two places. "The BRS leaders are alleg-
ing that I have two votes. Let them file
a complaint. If the complaint is found
to be false, I will ensure action is taken
against them. I had officially applied to
the Collector for the transfer of my voter
registration,” Revanth Reddy said.

Referring to the previous revision
of electoral rolls, he alleged that all
Andhra-origin voters within the GHMC
limits had been removed. He said the
Congress had approached the court
over the issue, following which the
court expressed displeasure with the
then GHMC Commissioner. The Chief
Minister said the Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Asset Protection Agency
(HYDRAA) was functioning effectively
and had recovered several encroached
properties. Launching a fresh attack on
the previous BRS government, Revanth
Reddy alleged that quality standards
were completely compromised in the
construction of the Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Project.

m Osmania Universi-
ty students’ hunger
strike disrupted

m Student leaders
continuing protest at
Satavahana University

m Demand for Union
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan's resignation,
taking responsibility
for the NEET exam
paper leak

HYDERABAD / KARIMNAGAR

Protesting against the police
crackdown on students who were
agitating in Delhi over the NEET
exam paper leak issue, leaders
of the Telangana Rakshana Sena
student wing launched an indefi-
nite hunger strike. On Thursday,
the hunger strike began simulta-
neously at Osmania University
and Satavahana University in
Karimnagar.

The hunger strike launched by
Telangana Rakshana Sena stu-
dent leaders in front of Osmania
University was disrupted by po-
lice, who shifted them to the uni-
versity police station. The student
leaders continued their protest at
the police station. Meanwhile, the
hunger strike at Satavahana Uni-
versity is continuing.

Students’ hunger strike
in front of Arts College
Telangana Rakshana Sena stu-
dent wing leaders Ramu Yadav,
Naveen Goud, Ravi Rathod, Ajay,
Raj Kumar, Deepak, and Shekhar
began an indefinite hunger strike
on Thursday morning in front of
the Arts College at Osmania Uni-
versity.

University police attempted
to arrest the students, stating
that permission had not been
granted for a hunger strike on
the campus. During the incident,
a scuffle broke out between the
police and students. The stu-

dents questioned why they were
being stopped when they were
conducting a peaceful hunger
strike in a democratic manner.
They demanded that Union Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan re-
sign, taking responsibility for the
NEET question paper leak.

They also demanded justice for
the 21 students who allegedly died
by suicide due to the paper leak
and called for action against the
police personnel involved in the

crackdown on students in Delhi.

After arresting the student
leaders and shifting them to the
university police station, they
continued the hunger strike there
and ended it in the evening.

Hunger strike continuing
at Satavahana University
At the Satavahana University
campus, Telangana Rakshana
Sena student wing leaders Chen-
namalla Chaitanya, Banda Ashok,

Minister Komatireddy Venkat
~ Reddy Provides Financial Support
- for Poor Student’s Higher Education

the student and her family to
meet the minister.

After learning about the
student’s achievement and
her dedication towards higher
studies, Minister Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy responded pos-
itively and extended his sup-
port. With the aim that talent
should  not
remain  un-
noticed due
to poverty,
he provid-
ed immedi-
ate financial
assistance
of %10 lakh
through the
‘Komatired-
dy  Prateek
Foundation’
to support her
overseas higher education.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Komat-
ireddy Venkat Reddy
said:

“Poverty can never be a bar-
rier to talent. If given an op-
portunity, students from poor
backgrounds can prove their
abilities on the global stage. I
will always stand by poor stu-
dents in helping them achieve
their dreams and providing
support for their higher educa-
tion.”

The minister wished that the
student, who is set to pursue
higher education in Germany,
would achieve greater heights
in the future and bring recog-
nition to the country and the
state of Telangana.

Indefinite hunger strike by Telangana Rakshana Sena student
wing leaders protesting the crackdown on students in Delhi

Utkuri Anoop Reddy, Sadige Ra-
jasekhar, and Sheikh Taj Baba be-
gan an indefinite hunger strike on
Thursday morning.

The student leaders demand-
ed that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi immediately intervene and
remove Dharmendra Pradhan
from the Union Cabinet.

They stated that the Central
Government’s failure to respond
even after 21 students allegedly
died by suicide was highly irre-
sponsible. They criticized the
situation, saying that those who
could not properly conduct ex-
aminations in Telangana going to
Delhi and expressing solidarity
with student protests was ironic.

They demanded that the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA) be
given autonomy similar to the
Union Public Service Commis-
sion (UPSC). They also urged the
Centre to consider conducting
medical entrance examinations
at the state level, as demanded by

southern states.
11|
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Jana Sena MPs mt BJP
National Organising General
Secretary B.L. Santhosh

NEW DELHI, JULY 23:

ana Sena Party MPs

Lingamaneni Ramesh,
Vallabhaneni Balashowry,
and Tangella Uday Srin-
ivas paid a courtesy visit
to Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) National Organis-
ing General Secretary B.L.
Santhosh in New Delhi
on Thursday. During the
meeting, they held de-

tailed discussions on sev-
eral key issues, including
national and state political
developments, public wel-
fare, development initia-
tives, and matters relating
to coordination between
the Central and State gov-
ernments. Following the
discussions, the Jana Sena
MPs felicitated B.L. San-
thosh and conveyed their
best wishes.

Odisha; DRDO
conducts maiden
test of Kusha missile

KOLKATA, JULY 23

e maiden flight-test of
‘Kusha’ Long-Range Sur-
face-to-Air Missile (LR-SAM)
was successfully conducted
by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) from the APJ Abdul
Kalam Island off the coast of
Odisha on Thursday. Accord-
ing to the DRDO, the test was
conducted against an electronic
target simulating a high-speed
and high-altitude aerial threat,
which the missile system suc-
cessfully intercepted. “The ‘Ku-
sha’ missile system is capable of
neutralising a wide variety of
aerial threats including fighter
jets, missiles, unmanned aerial
vehicles and large enemy air-
craft within a wide range and
altitude envelope. All weapon
system elements, including the
missiles, radars, command and
control centre, have been devel-
oped by various DRDO labora-
tories and industry partners,”
the DRDO said in a statement.
This test was part of “Project
Kusha” that entails the develop-

ment of an Extended Range Air
Defence System (ERADS) for
the Indian Air Force and Navy.
It was earlier known as the Ex-
treme Range Surface-to-Air
Missile or XRSAM.

Expected to be part of Mis-
sion Sudarshan Chakra, it will
bridge the gap between the
80-km-range MR-SAM and
the S-400, which can hit tar-
gets 400 km away. It will sup-
plement the Barak-8, S-400
and Akash systems that are
already part of India’s air de-
fence network. Three variants
of the “Kusha” are expected to
be inducted into the services
between 2028 and 2030. De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
said the successful test-flight
of “Kusha” marks an important
milestone in Indian defence
R&D, highlighting the capa-
bility in developing long-range
surface-to-air missile systems,
possessed only by a handful of
nations. He added that this will
eliminate import dependency
for such systems and signifies a
giant leap in India’s air defence
capability.

NEXT DOOR
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Centre should treat NEET paper leak as
national issue: Shivakumar backs CJP protest

Karnataka CM DK Shi-
vakumar backed protests
over the NEET paper leak

and sought a discussion
in Parliament. He said
repeated exam irregular-
ities threaten students'
futures and demand
accountability.

arnataka Chief Minis-
ter DK Shivakumar on
Thursday backed the nation-
wide protests over the NEET
paper leak, saying the issue
concerned the future of the
country’s youth and required
accountability for repeated
examination irregularities.
He also called for a discussion
in Parliament and questioned
the use of force against pro-
testing students in Delhi and
elsewhere.
Addressing reporters in
Bengaluru, Shivakumar said

every citizen was concerned
about children’s future and
that students had every dem-
ocratic right to protest against
examination  malpractices.
He urged the Centre to ac-
cept responsibility and said
the controversy was a nation-
al issue, not a political one.
Shivakumar, who had partic-
ipated in the NEET protest
in Delhi along with Congress

MP Rahul Gandhi and Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra, said,
"Our children are our future.
Question papers have report-
edly been leaked on more than
100 occasions. If we fail to
maintain quality, if question
paper leaks continue to hap-
pen like this, and if nobody
takes responsibility for them,
then who should be held ac-
countable?" He said India was
recognised globally as a talent
hub and warned that repeat-
ed examination leaks could
damage the country’s reputa-
tion. "The youth of the entire
country, and indeed the whole
world, are thinking about the
future of India’s young people
because India is a talent hub.
Everyone acknowledges that
the kind of talent we possess
cannot be found anywhere
else in the world," he said.
Questioning the police action

against protesters, Shivaku-
mar said everyone had the
right to protest in a democra-
cy. Referring to the violence
during the protest, he said he
was not justifying any act of
violence but insisted that legal
action should be taken in ac-
cordance with the law.

Calling the controversy a
national issue rather than
a political one, Shivakumar
said, "This concerns the fu-
ture of the country’s youth.
This is the voice of the youth.
Their future is at stake. Why
are you trying to cover it up?"

On the proposed Cabinet
expansion in Karnataka, he
said the exercise would take
place soon. Overall, he said
the NEET paper leak had
raised serious concerns over
the future of students and
needed accountability as well
as a wider discussion.

NEET Row: Fast-Track Courts Welcome

NEW DELHI, JULY 23

rime Minister Narendra

Modi on Thursday outlined
his government’s “youth first”
approach and announced the
setting up of fast-track courts
to ensure speedy justice and
stringent  punishment for
those involved in the NEET
paper leak. PM Modi said the
students’ future remains the
government’s top priority and
anyone trying to harm them

will not be spared. The move,
which will fast-track prosecu-
tion of paper leak accused, has
been hailed by students and
aspirants of competitive ex-
aminations across the country.
From Uttar Pradesh to Jam-
mu and Kashmir to Madhya
Pradesh, students including
NEET aspirants described the
decision as a step in the right
direction, though some felt it
should have been taken earlier.
A NEET aspirant from Bhopal

welcomed the decision, saying
it was “a very good decision”
as students spend years pre-
paring and face depression if
results are compromised. He
said fast-track justice would
ensure scamsters are arrested
and exams conducted fairly. A
girl student from Bhopal as-
piring to appear in NEET said
the move could prevent future
paper leaks and save lives,
noting that many students had
committed suicide or suffered

depression. Students from Del-
hi also welcomed the decision,
agreeing that fast-track courts
would ensure strict action and
speedy justice. Laksh Singh, a
NEET aspirant from Mumbai,
said strict action against the
paper leak mafia would set a
new precedent. A girl student
from Kupwara in Jammu and
Kashmir said she appreciated
PM Modi’s decision, noting that
students who faced re-exams
were under immense stress.

RWS Contract Workers’ Union
Representatives Meet Y.S. Jagan

Demand abolition of the third-party contract sys-
tem and payment of pending wages
Jagan assures workers of YSRCP’s support

TADEPALLY, JULY 23:

Rle-zpresentatives of the Ru-
al Water Supply (RWS)
Contract Workers’ Union met
former Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister and YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) president Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy on Thurs-
day at the YSRCP central office
in Tadepalli to present their
grievances. The union repre-
sentatives said that around
7,000 contract workers have
been serving under integrat-
ed rural drinking water sup-
ply schemes across the state
for the past 26 years. Despite
playing a crucial role in pro-
viding safe drinking water to
rural communities, they said
they continue to face a lack of
job security and delays in re-
ceiving their salaries.

They informed Jagan that
the third-party contract sys-

¥
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tem has resulted in workers in
several districts being paid less
than the prescribed Standard
Schedule of Rates (SSR) wages.
In some areas, salaries have
reportedly remained unpaid
for 10 to 20 months, pushing
workers’ families into severe
financial hardship. The repre-
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sentatives said that prolonged
delays in salary payments have
made it difficult for workers to
support their families, fund
their children’s education, and
meet medical expenses. They
described the government’s al-
leged neglect of employees who
have served for decades as un-

just. The union urged Jagan to
press the government to abol-
ish the third-party contract
system, immediately clear all
pending wage arrears, ensure
payment of wages according
to the prescribed rates, and
provide job security to con-
tract workers. After listening
to their concerns, Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy assured the del-
egation that the YSR Congress
Party would stand by the RWS
contract workers. He said the
party would raise their legit-
imate demands with the gov-
ernment and work towards
resolving their issues. Among
those who accompanied the
union representatives during
the meeting were former min-
ister Velampalli Srinivasa Rao,
MLC Monditoka Arun Kumar,
Devineni Avinash, Malladi
Vishnu, Thanneeru Nageswara
Rao, and other party leaders.

Linking Horticulture with Employment Scheme
Provides Assurance for Rural Livelihoods

he measures taken by

the Hon’ble Deputy Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh
and Minister for Panchayat
Raj and Rural Development,
Shri Pawan Kalyan, to im-
prove farmers’ livelihoods
through the National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee
Scheme (NREGS), which aims
to enhance employment op-
portunities and create infra-
structure in rural areas, are
yielding positive results.

By linking horticulture with
the employment guarantee
scheme, Shri Pawan Kalyan
has encouraged fruit orchard
cultivation across nearly two
lakh acres during the last two
years. With approximately
X500 crore in employment
scheme funds, his decision
has benefited more than 1.10
lakh farmers across the state.

In line with the objectives
set by VB-G RAM G, Shri
Pawan Kalyan introduced
these reforms two years ago
with the aim of providing sus-
tainable livelihoods to rural
communities and increasing
farmers’ incomes. The inte-
gration of horticulture with
the employment guarantee
scheme has become particu-
larly beneficial for farmers

With the initiative of Shri Pawan Kalyan, nearly two lakh acres of fruit orchards cultivated within two years

More than one lakh farmers benefited

Decision of the Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister playing a key role in ‘Operation Chaitanya’

Over 46,000 tribal farmers in Alluri Sitarama Raju district shifted from cannabis cultivation to fruit orchards

Large-scale promotion of fruit orchards in Rayalaseema districts as well

in the agency areas of Alluri
Sitarama Raju district and
the drought-prone districts
of Rayalaseema. During the
past two years, fruit orchard
cultivation taken up under
the National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme has
helped tribal farmers in Al-
luri district establish stable
sources of income. It has also
contributed to making agen-
cy areas free from cannabis
cultivation. The decision of
the Deputy Chief Minister

played a crucial role in the
‘Operation  Chaitanya’ ini-
tiative launched to prevent
cannabis cultivation.\ More
than 46,000 farmers in Alluri
Sitarama Raju district alone
have benefited from fruit or-
chard cultivation through the
employment scheme. Notably,
the district accounts for the
highest share of beneficiaries
in the state. With the support
of the NREGS, more than
48,000 acres of orchards have
been cultivated in Alluri dis-

trict — the highest in the state.
This also includes coffee plan-
tations. A plan was designed
to first provide tribal farmers
with silver oak saplings and
later distribute coffee plants
after the silver oak trees be-
gin growing. The shade pro-
vided by silver oak trees is
highly suitable for coffee cul-
tivation. Based on these silver
oak plantations, pepper is also
cultivated as an intercrop.
Shri Pawan Kalyan’s deci-
sion has also played an im-

portant role in achieving the
coalition government’s goal
of developing Rayalaseema
into a horticulture hub. In
the drought-prone districts
of Anantapur, Annamayya,

Sri  Sathya Sai, Kurnool,
Kadapa, Chittoor, Tirupati,
and Nandyal, the employment
guarantee scheme support-
ed fruit orchard cultivation
across 62,106 acres within
two years.

Under this scheme, finan-
cial assistance is not limited

to planting fruit saplings.
Support will continue for
nearly three years until the
plants grow into mature trees,
including comprehensive crop
protection measures. Finan-
cial assistance is being provid-
ed in phases for activities such
as annual ploughing, digging
pits, land leveling, transporta-
tion and planting of saplings,
fencing, irrigation facilities,
fertilizer application, and in-
tercrop cultivation.

Plans have been developed
to enable farmers to earn an
annual income of around 1
lakh per acre through hor-
ticulture cultivation, with
arrangements made to grow
suitable crops according to lo-
cal conditions.

The reforms introduced
by Shri Pawan Kalyan, with
farmer welfare as the prior-
ity and considering farmers’
well-being as the state’s wel-
fare, are receiving apprecia-
tion at the national level.

YSRCP urges
Centre to protect
Panchadarla heritage

MP M. Gurumoorthy submits memorandum to
Union Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

NEW DELHI, JULY 23:

YSR Congress  Party
(YSRCP) MP M. Guru-
moorthy has appealed to
Union Minister for Culture
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
to immediately halt mining
activities in the Panchadarla
hills of Anakapalli district
and protect the region’s rich
heritage. In a detailed mem-
orandum submitted to the
Minister, he requested the
immediate suspension of
mining operations around
the historic Buddhist ar-
chaeological site and the Sri
Dharmalingeswara Swamy
Temple, and urged the Cen-
tre to declare the entire
Panchadarla hill region a
“No Mining Zone.”

The MP stated that the
Dhanadibba Buddhist ar-
chaeological site is an an-
cient heritage monument
dating back to the Satavaha-
na period and is a protected
monument under the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India
(ASI). He also noted that
the Sri Dharmalingeswara
Swamy Temple at Pancha-
darla is a historically signifi-
cant temple belonging to the
Eastern Chalukya period.

He expressed concern that
ongoing mining and blasting
activities near these heritage
sites pose a serious threat
to archaeological remains,
the natural environment,
and the region’s perennial
water springs. Gurumoor-
thy pointed out that mining
is being carried out at dis-
tances of approximately 9o
metres, 190 metres, and 200
metres from the ASI-pro-
tected Dhanadibba Bud-
dhist site. He said this has
been confirmed through sat-
ellite imagery as well as field
inspections. He warned that
if mining continues, it would
amount to a violation of ar-
chaeological conservation
laws. In light of these con-
cerns, the MP requested the
Union Minister to direct the
Archaeological Survey of In-
dia to conduct an immediate
field inspection, undertake a
scientific assessment of the
impact of mining, constitute
ajoint committee of experts,
and suspend all mining and
blasting activities until the
inquiry is completed. He
also reiterated his demand
that the entire Panchadar-
la region be declared a “No
Mining Zone.”

YSRCP claims Mega DSC
recruitment irregularities in
Andhra, moves adjournment

motion in Parliament

NEW DELHI, JULY 23

R Congress Party
Rajya Sabha MP and
Parliamentary Party Leader,
Y.V. Subba Reddy, and Tiru-
pati MP Maddila Gurumoor-
thy on Thursday moved
motions in both Houses of
Parliament seeking an ur-
gent discussion on the Mega
District Selection Commit-
tee-2025 recruitment pro-
cess for over 16,000 teacher
posts in Andhra Pradesh.

Gurumoorthy submitted
an adjournment motion in
the Lok Sabha, while Y.V.
Subba Reddy gave notice
under Rule 267 in the Rajya
Sabha, stating that the ir-
regularities have placed the
future of more than 3.5 lakh
teacher aspirants at risk.

In the Rajya Sabha notice,
YV. Subba Reddy stressed
that Parliament had dis-
cussed issues affecting more
than 22.79 lakh NEET aspir-
ants and that the concerns
of 3.5 lakh Mega DSC can-
didates in Andhra Pradesh
equally deserved urgent na-
tional attention. He said the
matter involved the future
of educated unemployed
youth, the credibility of pub-
lic institutions and equality
in public employment.

\ According to a party re-
lease, the MPs highlighted
procedural violations, lack
of transparency and manip-
ulation, including the han-
dling of confidential work
by outsourced personnel,
non-publication of merit
and roster lists, exclusion
of candidates after certif-
icate verification, changes
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to the Sports Quota policy,
paper-leak concerns and
recruitment-for-money
charges. They urged the
Union government to order
a time-bound independent
investigation, preserve digi-
tal evidence, protect genuine
candidates and introduce
reforms to ensure fairness
and transparency in public
recruitment examinations.

Last month, former Chief
Minister and YSRCP Pres-
ident, Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy demanded a probe
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) into the
alleged large-scale irreg-
ularities in the Mega DSC
exam and recruitment pro-
cess. He claimed that all
the facts coming to light
regarding the Mega DSC
for recruitment of teachers
are extremely shocking. He
alleged that Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu's gov-
ernment has betrayed the
trust of lakhs of candidates
through scams, severely
damaging the lives of tal-
ented aspirants. The former
CM claimed that such a dis-
astrous recruitment process
was never witnessed any-
where.

Bihar cadre IAS officer appointed
Private Secy to Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav

NEW DELHI, JULY 23

he Centre on Thursday

approved the appointment
of Bihar cadre IAS officer
Prashanth Kumar as the Pri-
vate Secretary to the Union
Minister for Environment,
Forest and Climate Change,
Bhupender Yadav. The order
issued by the Centre's Depart-
ment of Personnel said that
the appointment "at the level
of Deputy Secretary is for a
period of five years with effect
from the date of assumption
of the charge of the post or on
co-terminus basis with the
Minister or till he ceases to
function as Private Secretary

to the Minister or until further
orders, whichever occurs at
the earliest". The Centre has
asked the Bihar government
to relieve the IAS officer, of
the 2015 batch, of his duties
immediately with instructions
to take up the new assignment
with the Union Minister. The
letter has been sent by the De-
partment of Personnel to the
Chief Secretary of Bihar Prat-
yaya Amrit. On July 3, 2026,
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
abruptly removed Union
Minister Bhupender Yadav's
Private Secretary, Assistant
Private Secretary, and two Ad-
ditional Private Secretaries.
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The Parliamentary
Stalemate on NEET: Prioritising

Politics Over Pupil Futures
O

e stormy scenes unfolding outside Parliament’s Makar
Dwar and within both Chambers encapsulate a frustrating
reality of contemporary Indian governance. While millions
of medical aspirants remain trapped in a cycle of anxiety
following systemic leaks in the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET-UG), the floor of the House has transformed into a theatre of par-
tisan warfare. The bitter stand-off between the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) and the Opposition bloc serves as a bleak reminder
that when institutional integrity crumbles, political opportunism often
takes precedence over genuine remediation.At the heart of this confron-
tation is a fundamental disagreement over accountability versus process.
Led by senior figures like Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge, the
unified Opposition has drawn a non-negotiable line: any parliamentary
debate must be preceded by the resignation of Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan. To the Opposition, the minister’s continued
presence at the helm of the education machinery signifies institutional
complicity and a dismissal of public outrage. This stance has been bol-
stered on the streets by civic groups like the youth-led Cockroach Jan-
ta Party (CJP) and veteran reformers like Sonam Wangchuk, keeping
public pressure at a boiling point. Conversely, the Central government
has adopted a posture of defense framed as procedural reasonableness.
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has repeatedly announced
the government’s readiness for an unrestricted discussion on nation-
al examination reforms, offering the Opposition as many days as they
require to speak. However, the Treasury benches insist that this debate
happen “without preconditions”—firmly rejecting the demand for minis-
terial resignations. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has instead pivoted
to long-term systemic solutions, highlighting swift arrests, re-examina-
tions, and a newly proposed framework of fast-track courts to try paper
leak offenders. Yet, this procedural deadlock satisfies neither justice nor
necessity. By reducing a national crisis of meritocracy to an all-or-noth-
ing political gamble, both sides are failing India’s youth. The Opposition’s
rigid boycott of a structured debate silences the very platform where they
could comprehensively dismantle the flaws of the National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA) on the national record.

Demanding an immediate resignation before a parliamentary inquiry
can tabulate findings risks substituting structural accountability with a
symbolic sacrifice.Simultaneously, the Centre cannot evade the truth that
the buck stops with the executive. A policy of managing headlines, con-
ducting hasty re-tests, and deploying heavy-handed police force against
protesting students does not inspire trust. While fast-track courts are a
welcome deterrent for criminal syndicates, they cannot fix an inherently
vulnerable, centralised testing architecture that allows questions to leak
onto social media platforms weeks before an exam.What the nation re-
quires is a temporary ceasefire in partisanship. The Opposition should
accept the government’s invitation for a floor debate, using parliamentary
privilege to hold the executive’s feet to the fire through evidence rather
than disruptions. In return, the government must show genuine humili-
ty, moving beyond bureaucratic platitudes to commit to an independent,
cross-party commission aimed at restructuring national evaluations. If
India’s leaders cannot bridge this divide for the sake of 25 lakh prospec-
tive doctors, they risk permanently alienating a generation that has al-
ready lost its faith in the system.
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EL NINO AND THE ILLUSION OF DEVELOPMENT

“In an age where the world has become a single living system,
is our model of development prepared to coexist with nature?”

e defining question of the
twenty-first century is no longer
how fast nations can grow, but
whether their growth can sur-

vive the ecological realities of an intercon-
nected planet. For decades, development has
been measured through highways built, fac-
tories established, exports expanded, urban
skylines transformed and GDP accelerated.
Nature appeared merely as the backdrop
against which human progress unfolded. To-
day, that assumption is steadily collapsing. A
slight rise in sea-surface temperatures in the
equatorial Pacific can influence monsoon
rainfall in India, alter food prices across
Asia, affect inflation expectations, reshape
monetary policy and eventually slow eco-
nomic growth. If a climatic event originating
thousands of kilometres away can influence
the economic choices of another nation, then
El Nifio is far more than a weather phenom-
enon. It is a reminder that development has
always operated within nature—not outside
it.

Public discussions often describe El Nifio
as a climate event that weakens monsoon
rainfall and threatens agriculture. Scien-
tifically, that description is accurate but in-
complete. It explains what happens, not why
it matters. The significance of El Nifio lies
not merely in changing weather patterns but
in exposing a deeper truth: modern econo-
mies remain inseparable from ecological
systems despite decades of technological
advancement. The World Meteorological
Organization has repeatedly highlighted the
global climatic influence of El Nifio through
atmospheric teleconnections. Yet its most
profound implication is philosophical rath-
er than meteorological. It reveals that the
boundaries separating climate, economy,
public health, agriculture and governance
exist largely in administrative thinking, not
in reality.

For much of the twentieth century, eco-
nomic development was imagined as hu-
manity’s gradual triumph over nature. Riv-
ers were dammed, forests cleared, coastlines
industrialised and cities expanded under the
belief that technology could steadily reduce
dependence on natural systems. This narra-
tive produced remarkable prosperity, but it
also fostered a dangerous illusion—that na-
ture had become an external variable in eco-
nomic planning. Climate change, biodiver-
sity loss, extreme weather and El Nifio have
collectively dismantled that illusion. They
demonstrate that economies are not inde-
pendent machines occasionally interrupted
by environmental events; they are ecological
systems expressed through markets, institu-
tions and human activity.

India illustrates this interconnectedness
with remarkable clarity. A weak monsoon

is never confined to agriculture. It reduces
farm incomes, weakens rural consumption,
raises food inflation, influences monetary
policy, affects industrial demand and ulti-
mately moderates economic growth. A rain-
fall deficit begins in the atmosphere but trav-
els through supply chains, labour markets,
financial systems and household budgets.
The farmer, the urban consumer, the central
banker and the industrial investor become
participants in the same climatic narrative.
El Nifio therefore does not merely disrupt
weather; it exposes the invisible ecological
threads connecting sectors that convention-
al policymaking often treats separately.

Water offers perhaps the clearest exam-
ple of this misunderstanding. Public policy
frequently approaches water through ad-
ministrative categories—irrigation, drink-
ing water, hydropower, groundwater or
urban supply. Nature recognises no such
divisions. Rainfall, forests, rivers, aquifers,
wetlands and oceans constitute a contin-
uous hydrological system. When develop-
ment fragments that system institutionally
while nature continues to operate holistical-
ly, vulnerability becomes inevitable. Floods
and droughts increasingly occur within the
same geographical regions, not because na-
ture has become irrational, but because hu-
man planning often fails to reflect ecological
reality.

The same principle applies to economic
policy. Inflation, productivity and invest-
ment are commonly analysed through fiscal
and monetary variables. Yet climate increas-
ingly influences each of them. Agricultural
losses affect food prices; food prices shape
inflation expectations; inflation constrains
central bank decisions; interest rates influ-
ence investment; investment determines
employment and growth. What appears to
be a macroeconomic challenge often begins

as an ecological disturbance. Nature has not
entered economics recently; economics is
finally recognising that it never existed out-
side nature.

Perhaps the greatest misconception of
the digital age is the belief that technological
sophistication automatically translates into
ecological independence. Artificial intelli-
gence, satellite forecasting, digital finance
and advanced manufacturing have trans-
formed economies, but none has altered
humanity’s biological dependence on stable
climate systems. A few degrees of ocean
warming continue to influence food securi-
ty, labour productivity, energy demand and
public health. Technology has undoubtedly
enhanced resilience, yet it has not replaced
the ecological foundations upon which resil-
ience itself depends.

Climate change further intensifies this
reality. Earlier generations viewed El Nifio
as a recurring natural oscillation. Today,
rising global temperatures amplify many of
its consequences. Heatwaves become more
severe, soil moisture declines more rapidly,
water demand increases and ecosystems re-
cover more slowly. The interaction between
natural climate variability and anthropo-
genic warming means that environmental
shocks no longer occur in isolation; they
accumulate, reinforce one another and gen-
erate systemic risks. Development strategies
designed for a stable climate are therefore
becoming increasingly inadequate for an
unstable one.

This demands more than climate adap-
tation. It requires intellectual adaptation.
Governments often respond to climate dis-
ruptions through disaster management, re-
lief packages and emergency interventions.
Necessary as these measures are, they re-
main reactive. The deeper challenge lies in
redesigning development itself. Agriculture

cannot be planned without hydrology. Ur-
banisation cannot ignore ecological carrying
capacity. Industrial policy cannot remain
detached from water security. Public health
cannot be separated from environmental
resilience. Climate policy cannot remain
confined to environment ministries when
climate increasingly shapes every ministry’s
outcomes.

The fundamental question, then, is not
whether societies can control nature. His-
tory suggests they cannot. The real question
is whether development can evolve from
extracting ecological capital to sustaining
ecological systems. The twentieth century
rewarded expansion. The twenty-first cen-
tury is likely to reward resilience. Economic
strength will increasingly depend not only
on infrastructure, technology or financial
capital, but also on the capacity of societies
to function within planetary limits.

El Nifo leaves behind a lesson far greater
than seasonal rainfall forecasts. It reminds
us that globalisation did not begin with
trade agreements, container ships or digital
networks. Nature globalised the planet long
before humanity did. Ocean currents ignore
borders. Atmospheric circulation respects
no sovereignty. Carbon emitted in one na-
tion alters climatic conditions in another. A
warming ocean in one hemisphere can influ-
ence food prices in another. We continue to
divide the world politically, even as ecologi-
cal systems bind it together.

The future of development therefore rests
on a profound shift in perspective. Nature
cannot remain an externality in econom-
ic thinking because it is the very system
within which economies exist. The nations
that recognise this reality will not merely
manage climate risks more effectively; they
will redefine development itself. Those that
continue treating environmental stability as
a secondary concern may discover that the
greatest obstacle to prosperity was never
climate change alone, but an outdated un-
derstanding of what development actually
means.

D.JAIRAM

Subject Expert - Current Affairs
Founder & Mentor
Sri Jairam Competitive Academy

Special Article on National Thermal Engineer Day (July 24)

Let’s pour some water gentle and clear,
“Why?” you ask then lend your ear.
A seed won't sprout on lifeless ground,
Just like hearts where love’s not found.

Today we cry for things so small,
A word misplaced and tears will fall.
Storms arise from thoughts misread,
When trust is gone, and hope lies dead.

The roots of love are parched and dry,
Connections fade, as years go by.
So pour the water warm and kind,
For faith can heal the doubting mind.

Between two souls, let trust be grown,
Without it, we are lost, alone.
Each lock we fix, each guarded door,
Speaks of belief we hold no more.

Each street now hums a silent song,
Of hearts that ache to just belong.

Where trust is strong, peace starts to flow,
Like streams that spring from melting snow.

But when we doubt, and faith is thin,
The fights erupt, and none can win.
Revenge is just a wasted race,
While trust can lift the darkest face.

So let us pour not rain, but grace,
That brings back light to every place.
It soothes the soul, it clears the skies,

And makes the heavy spirits rise.

Let faith come first in all we say,
The guiding stream along our way.
For in its flow, new dreams take flight,
And every heart shines full and bright.

... Dr. Peruka Raju :..
National Poet
7810032847

ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS OF COAL USE IN

THERMAL POWER PLANTS

ational Thermal Engineer Day is

observed every year on July 24

to recognize the importance and

contribution of thermal engineer-
ing, with the objective of promoting awareness
about the field and highlighting its significance
at the public level. Thermal engineering is use-
ful in various fields, including power generation
and energy management. It helps in understand-
ing and utilizing conditions where heat, energy,
and their management play a vital role. Thermal
engineering is a specialized branch of mechani-
cal engineering that deals with the transfer and
movement of thermal energy. Energy can be
transferred between two media or converted into
other forms of energy. The work of a thermal en-
gineer involves the maintenance, construction,
or repair of mechanical systems that include the
process of heat transfer into other forms of ener-

heat sources interact with different physical and
industrial systems. Air conditioners and refriger-
ators used in homes and vehicles operate on the
principles of thermal engineering. Through ther-
mal engineering, engineers not only utilize heat in
different media but also convert thermal energy
into other forms of energy. Thermal engineering
essentially involves the process of keeping objects
warm or cool in closed or open environments,
and thermal engineers design various types of
machines to convert thermal energy into chemi-
cal, mechanical, or electrical energy, thereby con-
trolling heat. The electricity used in our homes
and offices is generated from this thermal energy,
and this electricity is produced in thermal power
stations.

Thermal power stations, also known as ther-
mal power plants or thermal generating stations,
are electricity generation facilities in which the
primary turbines are driven by steam. This steam
is obtained by heating water through the burning
of coal, gas, or other fuels. Fuel is used to heat wa-
ter, producing high-pressure steam, which drives
turbines to generate electricity. Thermal power
stations convert thermal energy into electrical
energy by using steam-driven turbines. Water is
heated to high temperatures to produce steam,
for which coal, solar heat, nuclear heat, waste, and
biofuels may be used. In many countries around
the world, steam-driven turbines are still used for
electricity generation. However, in view of envi-
ronmental concerns, renewable energy sources
such as solar and wind energy are gradually being
given greater importance for power generation.
India is also moving rapidly in this direction. In
ecent years, several state-of-the-art mega solar
power projects with capacities of thousands
of megawatts have been commissioned.
Some large-scale solar plants are already
making significant contributions to power

listeam in thermal power plants causes irrep-
arable damage to the environment because
he harmful gases emitted during the pro-

same time, the disposal of ash and other res-
[ lidues left behind after burning coal or waste
also remains a major challenge.
Although thermal power stations in India
use energy sources other than coal for elec-
ricity generation, the majority of electricity
is still produced from coal. According to the
World Health Organization, the burning of
coal and the heat generated from it are among the
major causes of mercury pollution. Globally, near-
ly 40 percent of electricity is generated from coal,
whereas in India around 60 percent of electricity
comes from coal, 16 percent from various renew-
able energy sources such as solar power, wind
power, and biogas, 14 percent from hydropower,
8 percent from gas, 1.8 percent from nuclear en-
ergy, and 0.3 percent from diesel. Regardless of
the energy source used for electricity generation,
every thermal power plant employs a boiler in
which fuel is burned to generate thermal ener-
gy. This heat is used to convert water into steam,
which in turn drives the turbines.
Air pollution is emerging as a major global
health crisis, and emissions from thermal power

plants are one of its significant causes. To address
this problem, there has been growing empha-
sis for more than a decade on meeting emission
standards and shifting towards renewable energy
by restricting new coal-based power plants. The
Supreme Court has also repeatedly set deadlines
for compliance with emission standards, yet the
implementation of these standards for thermal
power plants has remained pending for years.
Several environmental organizations have con-
sistently demanded that the Ministry of Environ-
ment enforce emission standards, hold thermal
power plants accountable for pollution, and stop
the construction of new thermal power plants in
order to achieve renewable energy targets.

Tt is believed that delays in implementing emis-
sion standards are resulting in more than 70,000
premature deaths every year. According to Green-
peace, if emission standards had been implement-
ed on time, sulfur dioxide emissions could have
been reduced by 48 percent, nitrogen dioxide
emissions by 48 percent, and particulate matter
emissions by as much as 40 percent, thereby pre-
venting many of these premature deaths. During
electricity generation in thermal power plants,
more than 10 percent of the ash produced from
burning coal escapes through chimneys along
with smoke into the atmosphere, causing serious
environmental problems. In view of the grow-
ing environmental threats, countries around the
world are increasingly restricting the use of coal
in thermal power plants and promoting renewa-
ble energy sources such as solar and wind power.
India, too, should encourage clean and green en-
ergy instead of coal-based thermal power plants.
The need of the hour is to accelerate the transition
towards renewable energy and gradually promote
the use of these safer energy sources for electricity
generation.

YOGESH KUMAR
GOYAL

senior journalist
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ED arrests three in Rs 70 crore
mephedrone drug trafficking,
money laundering case

INDORE, JULY 23

he Enforcement Direc-

torate's (ED) Indore
Sub-Zonal Office has ar-
rested three persons in con-
nection with a major drug
trafficking and money laun-
dering racket involving 70
kg of Mephedrone (MDMA),
valued at nearly Rs 70 crore,
probe agency officials said on
Thursday. The arrested indi-
viduals have been identified
as Ved Prakash Vyas, Dinesh
Agarwal, and Akshay Agar-
wal. They were taken into
custody on July 21, 2026,
following an investigation
initiated on the basis of an
FIR registered by the Indore
Crime Branch. The case per-
tains to offences punishable
under various sections of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS)
Act, 1985, along with pro-
visions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). According to the
ED, the accused and others
were involved in the illicit
possession and trafficking of
commercial quantities of Me-

phedrone. The investigation
revealed that the accused
generated substantial pro-
ceeds of crime through nar-
cotics trafficking and routed
the cash through multiple
personal and business bank
accounts. Financial probes
uncovered evidence of sys-
tematic placement, layering,
and concealment of criminal
proceeds. During the inves-
tigation, the ED conducted
extensive searches on July
17, 2026, at multiple premis-
es across Indore and Mand-
saur in Madhya Pradesh.
The operations, supported by
sustained surveillance and
intelligence gathering, led to
the recovery and seizure of
incriminating  documents,
digital devices, and evidence
related to the assets, finan-
cial transactions, and busi-
ness affairs of the accused
persons. Statements record-
ed during the probe also in-
dicated the involvement of
the accused in the supply and
trafficking of narcotic drugs
in addition to their regular
business activities, the ED
said.

Mela Special Train Service
Between Katihar and Manihari

MALIGAON, 23 JULY, 2026

To facilitate the addition-
al passenger rush during
the forthcoming Shravani
Mela, Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR) has decided
to operate special train ser-
vices between Katihar and
Manihari under the Kati-
har Division. These special
trains have been planned
to ensure convenient and
comfortable travel for thou-
sands of devotees, pilgrims
and travellers visiting the
annual Shravani Mela. The
first pair of special trains,
Train No. 07540/07539 (Ka-
tihar — Manihari — Katihar)
Shravani Mela Special, will
operate for 22 trips each.
Train No. 07540 will de-
part from Katihar at 19:00
hours on every Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday from 25th
July to 23rd August, 2026,
reaching Manihari at 19:45
hours. In the return direc-
tion, Train No. 07539 will
depart Manihari at 03:30
hours on every Wednesday,
Thursday, Saturday, Sun-
day and Monday from 26th
July to 24th August, 2026,

arriving at Katihar at 04:15
hours. The service will make
scheduled stoppages at
Mansahi and Mahiyarpur
enroute. Additionally, Train
No. 07542/07541 (Katihar
—Manihari — Katihar) Shra-
vani Mela Special will op-
erate for 8 trips each. Train
No. 07542 will leave Kati-
har at 20:30 hours on every
Monday and Thursday from
27th July to 2othAugust,
2026, reaching Manihari at
21:15 hours. In the return di-
rection Train No. 07541, will
depart Manihari at o05:15
hours on every Tuesday and
Friday from 28th July to
21st August, 2026 and arrive
at Katihar at 06:00 hours,
with intermediate stoppages
at Mansahi and Mahiyarpur.

The operation of these
special trains is aimed at
providing enhanced connec-
tivity and easing congestion
during the Shravani Mela
period. Northeast Frontier
Railway remains committed
to ensuring safe, conven-
ient and efficient travel for
pilgrims and passengers by
augmenting train services in
response to seasonal travel
demand.
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Uttarakhand University Cancels
Two Exams Over Paper Leak

Veer Madho Singh
Bhandari Uttarakhand
Technical University can-
celled two B.Tech exami-
nations after an assistant
professor was accused of
sharing questions with
students before the tests.
The case has surfaced
amid CJP-led protest
over NEET paper leak.

he two B.Tech third-

year semester exami-
nations -- Machine Learn-
ing for Internet of Things
and Electromagnetic Field
Theory -- were conducted
on July 7.

As protests led by the
Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) over the NEET pa-
per leak continue at Delhi's
Jantar Mantar, another pa-
per leak has surfaced — this
time in Uttarakhand. Veer
Madho Singh Bhandari
Uttarakhand Technical
University (UTU) has can-
celled two B.Tech third-
year semester examina-
tions after an assistant
professor allegedly leaked
questions before the exams
by sharing them with stu-
dents on WhatsApp.

The university has or-
dered an FIR in the matter,
barred the accused profes-
sor, Ashish Kumar Gupta,
from all examination-re-
lated work for seven years
and announced that fresh
examinations for the two
subjects will be held in the
third week of August. Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami warned of strict ac-
tion against those involved
in the incident. According

to the university, the two
B.Tech third-year semester

examinations — Machine
Learning for Internet of
Things and Electromag-
netic Field Theory — were
conducted on July 7. How-
ever, an internal inquiry
found that Gupta of Shiv-
alik College of Engineer-
ing had allegedly shared
questions related to the
Machine Learning paper
with students through a
WhatsApp group and the
college's internal portal
before the examination.
The probe also found a
breach of confidentiality in
the Electromagnetic Field
Theory question paper,
prompting the university to
cancel both examinations
with immediate effect.
UTU Vice-Chancellor Trip-
ta Thakur directed that an
FIR be registered in the
case and ordered a detailed
inquiry into the incident.
The university also issued
a stern warning to Shivalik
College of Engineering over
what it described as lapses

in maintaining examina-
tion confidentiality.
According to the FIR,
the university received a
whistleblower  complaint
via email alleging that the
professor had shared "im-
portant questions" in a
WhatsApp group around
11:34 pm on July 3, several
of which allegedly matched
questions that later ap-
peared in the examination.
The university said it
examined Gupta's mobile
phone and WhatsApp chats
as part of its investigation.
Based on the available ev-
idence, complaints and
statements, the inquiry
committee submitted its
report on July 14, follow-
ing which the university
initiated disciplinary and
legal action. Gupta be-
longs to Uttar Pradesh's
Saharanpur. Police have
also registered a case on a
complaint filed by the uni-
versity's Controller of Ex-
aminations. Dehradun SP
(City) Pramod Kumar said
two committees had been

constituted to probe alle-
gations that the question
papers were leaked before
the examinations.

"The investigation found
that Assistant Professor
Ashish Kumar had alleged-
ly shared questions similar
to those in both exami-
nation papers before the
exam to provide an undue
advantage. A case has been
registered on the complaint
received from the universi-
ty, and legal action is being
taken," he said.

Reacting to the con-
troversy, Chief Minister
Dhami said no one involved
in examination malpractice
would be spared. "Whether
it is a government recruit-
ment examination or an
examination conducted
by a university or college,
no one involved in cheat-
ing or paper leaks will be
spared,” he said. The inci-
dent has triggered protests
by the National Students'
Union of India (NSUI),
which termed the leak a
threat to students' future
and demanded strict action
against those responsible,
a fair investigation and
safeguards for students af-
fected by the cancellation
of the examinations.

Uttarakhand Congress
president Ganesh Godiyal
also criticised the state
government over the inci-
dent, holding state Educa-
tion Minister Dhan Singh
Rawat responsible and de-
manding the constitution
of a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) to probe the
matter.

Delhi CM Gives 1 Crore Aid to
Covid Duty Victims' Families

NEW DELHI, JULY 23

elhi Chief Minister

Rekha Gupta pro-
vided the long-pending Rs
1 crore assistance each to
the families of frontline
workers who made the su-
preme sacrifice in the line
of duty during the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, an offi-
cial said on Thursday. The
contribution of frontline
workers who made the su-
preme sacrifice in the line
of duty will always be re-
membered, and the Delhi
government's commitment
to their families will for-
ever remain paramount,
she said in a message on
social media platform X.
Earlier in the day, the Chief
Minister interacted with
sanitation workers of the

Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), appreciated
their dedicated service and
acknowledged their vital
contribution to building a
clean and beautiful Del-
hi. She also shared a meal
with them and expressed
her gratitude for their com-
mitment and service. The

Delhi Schools
Shift to Hybrid
Mode Amid

Protest
NEW DELHI: (JUL 23)

everal schools in cen-

tral Delhi have either
shifted to hybrid class-
es or made changes in
transport arrangements
owing traffic curbs and
metro restrictions in the
wake of the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) pro-
test.

R S Junior Modern
School on Humayun
Road has informed par-
ents that classes from
Nursery to Class 5 will
be conducted in the hy-
brid mode -- both phys-
ical and online -- from
July 24 until further
notice, citing the "ongo-
ing situation in Central
Delhi".

Students attending
classes from home have
been asked to follow the
regular timetable and
join classes via Micro-
soft Teams, while wear-
ing school uniform, ac-
cording to a circular.

interaction took place on
the sidelines of the launch
of a door-to-door waste
collection and secondary
transportation project in
the West Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation area by
flagging off 917 modern
vehicles. Chief Minister
Gupta said that the Delhi
government's objective is
not merely to collect waste
but to build a modern, tech-
nology-driven, transparent
and citizen-centric solid
waste management system.
She added that the new
system would make door-
to-door waste collection
more efficient, timely and
accountable while playing
a significant role in creat-
ing a cleaner, healthier and
more beautiful Delhi. She
expressed confidence that

the combination of modern
technology, strong infra-
structure and public partic-
ipation would establish Del-
hi as the cleanest and most
well-managed capital in the
country.

The project will cover
around 4.5 lakh families
across 25 wards of the West
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion, an official statement
said. It has been launched
in six wards in the first
phase, while the remaining
19 wards will be brought
under the system by August
31, it said. To strengthen
sanitation services, a fleet
of 917 state-of-the-art vehi-
cles and modern waste col-
lection equipment has been
deployed to ensure timely
and efficient door-to-door
waste collection.

Opposition Misleading Youth on
NEET Issue: CM Nayab Singh Saini

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi not even willing to discuss the issue in Parliament: CM

CHANDIGARH, JULY 23

Prime Minister Sh. Nar-
endra Modi has direct-
ed that FIRs be registered
against those responsible for
examination paper leaks and
that such cases be thorough-
ly investigated and brought
before fast-track courts to
ensure speedy punishment.
In contrast, the Opposition
is making a malicious at-
tempt to mislead the youth
on this issue. Chief Minis-
ter Sh. Nayab Singh Saini
stated this while interacting
with media persons at Ma-
harshi Dayanand University
(MDU), Rohtak, on Thurs-
day. He said that Prime Min-
ister Sh. Narendra Modi has
accorded the highest priority
to the secure future of stu-
dents and has taken serious
cognizance of the NEET pa-
per leak case as well as other

similar incidents. However,
Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi is not even willing to dis-
cuss the issue in Parliament.
He said that if the Opposition
has any constructive sugges-
tions, it should present them
before the Central Govern-
ment. The Chief Minister
said that several cases of

examination paper leaks
had also surfaced during
the UPA Government, but
no concrete action was tak-
en at that time. He further
said that while the previous
government had allocated
only Rs. 8,225 crore for the
education sector, the present
Central Government has in-

creased the allocation to Rs.
1.39 lakh crore. Referring
to the neighbouring state of
Punjab, the Chief Minister
said that in a recent com-
petitive examination, candi-
dates with incorrect names
were declared successful,
following which the High
Court stayed the result. In
contrast, he said, the Hary-
ana Government has provid-
ed employment to 1.83 lakh
youth over the past 11 and a
half years purely on merit,
without  “kharchi-parchi”.
During the Congress regime,
just 86,000 youth were given
government jobs. He further
said that to safeguard the
sanctity of examinations,
the Haryana Government
enacted the Haryana Public
Examination (Prevention
of Unfair Means) Act, 2021,
under which stringent pun-
ishment ranging from two to

ten years' imprisonment has
been prescribed for those
found guilty of using unfair
means or indulging in exam-
ination-related malpractices.
The Chief Minister said that
Rahul Gandhi and other Op-
position parties should focus
on resolving the problems
faced by students instead
of attempting to derive po-
litical mileage by spreading
confusion. He added that if
the Opposition has any sug-
gestions, they should place
them before Parliament and
engage in meaningful dis-
cussions so that the exami-
nation system can be further
strengthened. Former Min-
ister Sh. Manish Grover, BJP
District President Sh. Ranbir
Dhaka, Haryana Board of
School Education Chairman
Sh. Shanker Lal Dhopra and
other dignitaries were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Tax Payment is a
Great Responsibility,
Not a Punishment

(On the occasion of “Indian Income Tax Day” on 24 July)

¢¢Indian Income Tax Day”

or “Aaykar Divas”, ob-
served on July 24, honours
the establishment of income
tax by Sir James Wilson in
1860, a significant turning
point in India’s fiscal history.
Income tax is defined as the
government levy on the in-
come earned by individuals
and businesses during a fi-
nancial year. The Indian tax
system was genuinely revo-
lutionised by the Income-tax
Act of 1922, keeping the 1860
implementation as founda-
tion. This 1922 Act created
a methodical administrative
framework that still serves
as the foundation for mod-
ern tax administration in
India. As per the the Gol in-
itiative, the Central Board of
Revenue Act of 1924 further
strengthened this structure
by constituting the Board as
a statutory body responsible
for administering the in-
come-tax Officers.

Vivad Se Vishwas
Scheme:

The IRS staff college was
established in 1957 to boost
further professional growth.
Group A officers were re-
cruited in 1946 and had their
initial training in Bombay
and Calcutta. The process of
electronic challans, comput-
erisation was introduced in
1981. In 2009, the Central
Processing Centre in Ben-
galuru was established to
facilitate effective bulk pro-
cessing. In the year 2014,
new national website of the
Income Tax Department
was launched. The “Vivad Se

Vishwas Scheme” was intro-
duced in 2020 to reduce lit-
igation and generate govern-
ment revenues. The Indian
Income Tax Day is a celebra-
tion of these advancements
and continuous attempts to
update India’s tax system.
The facility of E-filling portal
was launched in 2021.
Income Tax Revenue
Reached up to ¥20 Lakh
Crores:

The collection of in-
come tax by government in-
cludes income from salary,
house property, business of
profession, capital gains, and
income from other sources.
By 2023-24, the person-
al income tax collections
had surged to an impres-
sive amount of ¥12.01 lakh
crores. Income tax is crucial
for nation-building, provid-
ing essential revenue for se-
curity, services, and econom-
ic development. It has been
vital for a self-sustaining
state and societal welfare.
Now the income tax revenue
increased from %30 lakhs to
present 20 lakh crores. This
year marks the 165th Nation-
al Income Tax Day. The taxes
are the price we pay for a civ-
ilised society. Paying taxes
is not a punishment, but it’s
a responsibility. A fine is a
tax for doing wrong. A ax is a
fine for doing right. Taxation
is the price which civilised
communities pay for the op-
portunity of remaining civi-
lised. Ironically, the income
tax has made more criminals
than any other single act of
government.

Redressal Camp Organized
at Banaras Locomotive Works

VARANASI, JULY 23:

A- n Employee Grievance

edressal Camp was
organized today, July 23,
2026, at the New Confer-
ence Hall of the Loco Divi-
sion Workshop of Banaras
Locomotive Works (BLW),
Varanasi. The camp was
conducted under the able
guidance of General Man-
ager Shri Ashutosh Pant
and the direction of Prin-
cipal Chief Personnel Of-
ficer Shri Lalji Chaudhary.
The camp was chaired by
Senior Personnel Officer
(Workshop), Shri M. A.
Ansari. During the camp,
employees registered a to-
tal of 35 grievances related
to promotion, pay, leave,
railway passes, incentives,
and other service matters.
Out of these, 13 grievances
were resolved on the spot,
while the remaining cases
were assured of prompt ac-
tion in accordance with the
applicable rules. During the

camp, officers of the Person-
nel Department held con-
structive discussions with
the employees to address
their grievances and clarify
their queries. They also as-
sured expeditious and rule-
based disposal of pending
and other important cases.
On this occasion, Assistant
Personnel Officer (Work-
shop) Shri Piyush Minj,
Staff Council Members Shri
Sushil Kumar Singh and
Shri Manish Kumar Singh,
along with officials from the
Accounts Department, Time
Office, Welfare Inspectors of
the Personnel Department,
and a large number of work-
shop employees were pres-
ent. During the meeting,
the Staff Council members
emphasized the importance
of maintaining continuous
dialogue, coordination, and
cooperation between the
Personnel Administration
and employees to ensure ef-
fective resolution of employ-
ees' grievances.

'No' SIR data used for processing
passport applications, renewals:
Govt tells Parliament

NEW DELHI: (Jul 23) The
government on Thursday
was asked whether the MEA
or any agency under its ad-
ministrative control has
"sought, received or used
data" collected during the
SIR for processing passport
applications or renewal. In
its response, the ministry
said "no".

The Ministry of External
Affairs, in the Rajya Sabha,
was also asked by CPI(M)
MP John Brittas whether
earlier Indian passports
expressly carried the en-
dorsement 'Citizen of In-

dia', thereby recording the
holder's citizenship; and, if
so, when and why was such
endorsement 'discontinued'
from Indian passports.
"The passport booklet
has progressively shifted
to ICAO-compliant ma-
chine-readable passport
booklets and adopted stand-
ardised text as per ICAO
norms. The phrase national-
ity has been incorporated in
keeping with these norms,"
Minister of State for Exter-
nal Affairs, Kirti Vardhan
Singh said in a written re-

sponse.
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EU urged to suspend Pakistan’s GSP Plus
status over human rights abuses in Balochistan

QUETTA

Aleading human rights organisation has
submitted a petition to the European

Parliament seeking the suspension of

Pakistan's Generalised Scheme of Pref-
erences Plus (GSP Plus) status, citing
systematic violence by Pakistani author-
ities, judicial weaponisation, and grave
violations of core EU trade and human
rights conventions in Balochistan.

The petition was submitted by Paank,
the human rights department of the Ba-
loch National Movement (BNM), along-
side a comprehensive, well-documented
supplementary evidence report to the
European Parliament.

"Over the past several years, the hu-
man rights situation in Balochistan has
deteriorated from a regional crisis into
an institutionalised, state-sponsored
campaign of repression against the Ba-
loch people. This campaign is funda-
mentally incompatible with the 27 inter-
national conventions that form the legal
prerequisite for GSP plus trade privileg-
es," read the petition.

The Paank report also documented
“clear, chronological escalation of state
violence”, alleging that a decades-old co-
vert "kill-and-dump" policy has evolved
into the overt criminalisation of peace-

ful civil society. It alleged that the state
apparatus has weaponised counter-ter-
rorism legislation to “arbitrarily detain,
torture, and silence” human rights de-
fenders.

"The June 2026 life imprisonment
of Baloch Yakjehti Committee (BYC)
leaders Mahrang Baloch and Sibghat-
ullah Shah, following closed-door tri-
als stripped of due process, represents
a critical turning point. Similarly, the
relentless harassment, travel bans, and
violent home raids directed at free ac-

tivists like Sammi Deen Baloch demon-
strate a systematic effort to eradicate all
forms of peaceful dissent,” the rights
body added.

Highlighting the escalating human
rights abuses in Balochistan, Paank stat-
ed that the contemporary crisis is rooted
in the systematic practice of enforced
disappearances, allegedly carried out by
Pakistani state security forces, including
the Frontier Corps, intelligence agencies,
and the Counter-Terrorism Department,
to suppress political, social, and eco-

nomic dissent.

"For over two decades, thousands
of Baloch students, political activists,
journalists, poets, and civilians have
been abducted. The modus operandi
is disturbingly consistent: individuals
are taken from their homes, university
dormitories, or public streets by armed
personnel, often arriving in unmarked
vehicles. The state subsequently denies
any knowledge of their whereabouts," it
stated.

The rights body further alleged that

the victims are taken to unacknowl-
edged "black sites", where they are held
incommunicado for months or even
years. It added that testimonies from the
few survivors recount horrific torture,
with many cases allegedly ending in ex-
trajudicial killings.

"Tragically, this practice is frequently
coupled with extrajudicial executions,
known locally and internationally as the
'kill-and-dump' policy. Mutilated bodies
of the disappeared are frequently dis-
covered in desolate mountainous areas,
bearing undeniable signs of severe phys-
ical abuse, drill holes, and acid burns," it
mentioned. Paank called on the Europe-
an Commission to immediately launch
an official investigation and initiate the
procedure for the temporary withdraw-
al of Pakistan’s GSP+ trade preferences
due to systematic violations of the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention
Against Torture (CAT) as stipulated
under the GSP regulation. It urged the
European Parliament to formally re-
quest the United Nations Human Rights
Council to establish an independent
fact-finding mission to investigate extra-
judicial killings, enforced disappearanc-
es, and the operation of secret detention
centres in Balochistan.

South Korean FM urges faster
progress in talks with Rubio
on nuclear pact revision

MANILA

South Korea’s Foreign Min-
ister Cho Hyun has called for
faster progress in discussions
with US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio on security is-
sues, including Seoul's efforts
to develop nuclear-powered
submarines and secure rights
for uranium enrichment and
spent fuel reprocessing, a se-
nior Seoul official said Thurs-
day.

Cho conveyed the message
during brief pull-aside talks
with Rubio held before and
after their trilateral meeting
with Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Toshimitsu Motegi on
the sidelines of Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN)-related meetings
in Manila the previous day,
according to the official.

The two sides had planned
to hold another round of se-
curity consultations in July
following their inaugural

meeting last month, but a de-
tailed schedule has yet to be
announced amid Washing-
ton's focus on the Middle East
conflict and other priorities,
Yonhap News Agency report-
ed. The consultations, along
with Seoul's investment com-
mitments in the United States
and bilateral shipbuilding co-
operation, are among the key
items outlined in a joint fact
sheet adopted after last year's
summit between President
Lee Jae Myung and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Cho also briefly met with
US Under Secretary of State
for Political Affairs Allison
Hooker in Manila ahead of the
trilateral talks and delivered a
similar message, according to
the official. "Rubio and Hook-
er expressed understanding of
Cho's remarks and shared the
view that the two sides should
continue close consultations
on the pending issues," the of-
ficial said.

PM Modi's three-nation visit reflects milestone in
evolution of India’s Indo-Pacific strategy: Report

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's recent visit to New Zea-
land, Australia and Indonesia
demonstrates an important
milestone in the evolution of
Indo-Pacific strategy. The visit
was not only a diplomatic reach
to three nations but showcased
India's effort to develop a net-
work of strategic partnerships
linking Southeast Asia, the In-
dian Ocean and the Pacific, a
report has detailed.

"India’s Indo-Pacific vi-
sion has evolved significantly
over the past decade. Initial-
ly shaped by concerns about
maintaining a free, open and
inclusive regional order amid
China’s growing assertiveness,
India’s approach has increas-
ingly incorporated economic
resilience, connectivity, tech-
nological cooperation and
trusted partnerships,” Ashok
Sharma, an Academic Fellow
of the Australia-India Insti-
tute at the University of Mel-
bourne, wrote in an analysis
for the Australian Institute of
International Affairs.

"India’s Indo-Pacific strate-
gy is based less on formal alli-
ances and more on developing
a network of partnerships with
countries that share an inter-
est in stability, sovereignty
and a rules-based order," the
expert added.

PM Modi's three-nation vis-
it carried strategic importance

as Indonesia represents Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) and the mar-
itime centre between the In-
dian and Pacific Oceans, Aus-
tralia is a key strategic partner
and Quad member and New
Zealand demonstrates India’s
increasing engagement with
the South Pacific. Taken to-
gether, ties with three nations
demonstrate how India wants
to strengthen its position as a
leading Indo-Pacific power.

During his State Visit to
Indonesia, PM Modi held a
meeting with Indonesian Pres-
ident Prabowo Subianto and
discussed bilateral ties. Both
leaders also exchanged views
on issues of global and multi-
lateral interest and reaffirmed
their shared commitment to
peace and prosperity in the In-
do-Pacific.

Cooperation between India
and Indonesia has enhanced

to include maritime security,
defence cooperation, digital
transformation, infrastructure
connectivity, critical minerals
and the blue economy. The two
nations also reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening
the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, increasing de-
fence-industrial cooperation,
maritime collaboration, and
promoting greater connectiv-
ity and resilient supply chains
across the Indo-Pacific, the
analysis mentioned.

During his visit to Mel-
bourne, PM Modi and his Aus-
tralian counterpart Anthony
Albanese participated in the
third Australia-India Annual
Summit, where the two sides
reviewed progress  across
the full spectrum of bilater-
al cooperation. Both leaders
exchanged views on regional
and global developments and
reaffirmed their commitment

beyond traditional trade ties

to a free, open, inclusive and

prosperous Indo-Pacific.

A key outcome of PM Mo-
di's Australia visit was the
reaffirmation of both nations'
commitment to strengthen
defence and security cooper-
ation, including greater mar-
itime collaboration, defence
industry partnerships and in-
teroperability, recognising the
need to maintain a free, open
and rules-based Indo-Pacific.
Furthermore, Australia has
agreed to sell uranium to India
following the signing of a key
administrative arrangement.

PM Modi's New Zealand
visit marked the beginning of
a new phase in bilateral ties as
it was the first visit by Indian
PM after 40 years. During the
visit, India and New Zealand
elevated their relationship to a
Strategic Partnership and an-
nounced an agenda covering
trade, agriculture, education,
technology, defence, maritime
security and critical minerals
cooperation.

PM Modi and his New Zea-
land PM Christopher Luxon
reaffirmed their commitment
to a free, open and inclusive
Indo-Pacific while enhancing
cooperation in emerging tech-
nologies and resilient supply
chains. The India-New Zea-
land Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) negotiations marked a
major step towards strength-
ening economic ties and clos-
er trade and investment co-
operation.

The dispute over the Indus Wa-
ter Treaty (IWT) is no longer
about water; it's about whether
Islamabad can separate strate-
gicinterests from performative
militancy, a report has noted.

"Pakistan’s conduct is es-
pecially curious because it
reveals a familiar habit in Is-
lamabad: every crisis is treated
as both existential and self-au-
thored by India. The pattern is
always the same. First comes
the accusation that India is
acting illegally. Then comes
the declaration that any inter-
ruption of water is tantamount
to war. Then comes the swag-
gering promise of retaliation,
as if strategic credibility were
created by shouting ‘we will
respond’ louder than the other
side can say ‘we will comply’,"
emphasised an India Narrative
report.

Calling  Pakistan’s  be-
haviour ‘politics of permanent
grievance’ and it becoming the
principal export of the country,
the report mentioned that Pa-
kistan’s dependence on the In-
dus system is real and any dis-
ruption would hit agriculture,
power generation, and day-to-
day water security hard.

"That makes Islamabad’s
threats even more self-defeat-
ing. The louder it talks about
war, the more it advertises

Pakistan’s repeated
sabre-rattling on IWT
is self-defeating: Report

NEW DELHI

vulnerability. And the more it
frames water as a sacred line
in the sand, the more it turns
a negotiable dispute into a na-
tional humiliation contest," the
report stated.

India placed the IWT in
abeyance following the hei-
nous Pahalgam terror attack
last year by Pakistan-backed
terrorists that killed 26 inno-
cent civilians.

"Pakistan’s leaders insist
that India is 'weaponising wa-
ter, yet the more immediate
weapon is rhetorical: threats
of war, warnings of 'decisive
response, and allusions to
national survival whenever
the treaty is discussed. This
is not how mature States con-
duct themselves when seeking
international sympathy. It is
how governments under pres-
sure try to convert weakness
into moral theatre," the report
highlighted.

New Delhi’s position has
been consistent: India has
suspended the Indus Waters
Treaty and kept it in abeyance
until Pakistan completely stops
cross-border terrorism. "The
danger, however, is that repeat-
ed sabre-rattling can eventually
make escalation feel normal.
When leaders speak casually
about war and destruction, they
lower the threshold for miscal-
culation. Rivers do not need this
kind of rhetoric.

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
will approve a civil nuclear
energy agreement with Saudi
Arabia only if Riyadh joins the
Abraham Accords and nor-
malises relations with Israel,
the White House said Thurs-
day. White House Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt told
reporters at a news conference
that the proposed agreement
would bar Saudi Arabia from
enriching nuclear material
and would cover only non-mil-
itary uses. She said negotia-
tions remained underway.
"The civil nuclear deal,
there will be no enrichment of
material, an important point
being made between the De-
partment of Energy and Saudi
Arabia, which pertains only to
non-military use, will be ap-

proved, but is totally subject

Trump ties Saudi nuclear
deal to Israel pact

to Saudi Arabia joining the
very respected and successful
Abraham Accords," Leavitt
said, reading from a social
media post by Trump.

"The United States is not
opposed to civil nuclear facil-
ities," Trump said in the post,
according to Leavitt.

The announcement placed
a major new political condi-
tion on an energy agreement
that had been announced a
day earlier by Energy Sec-
retary Chris Wright. Asked
why the requirement was
not mentioned when Wright
announced the agreement,
Leavitt said Trump had raised
it on several previous occa-
sions.

"The president is always the
final dealmaker, as you know,"
she said. "He has said if they
don't join the Abraham Ac-
cords, the deal is off."

Self-Care Puts Your Health in Your Hands: Test, Track, Thrive

(On the occasion of
“"International Self-
Care Day” on 24 July)

elf-care is the process
Sthrough which people,

families, and communi-
ties, with or without the help
of a healthcare professional,
promote and maintain their
own health, avoid diseases,
and deal with illness and dis-
ability based on the available
information. Self-care is ac-
tively protecting one’s happi-
ness and well-being, especial-
ly during times of stress. It is
a decision-making process
that enables people to quick-
ly and comfortably take care
of their health. WHO defines
self-care across seven dimen-
sions namely, health literacy,
mental well-being, physical
activity, healthy eating, risk
avoidance, good hygiene, and
responsible use of healthcare
products and services.

International

Self-Care Day

“International Self-Care Day”
is a worldwide event on 24th
of July annually, signifying
the need and practicing self-
care 24/7 without fail. This
day marks the final day of

the “International Self-Care
Month” (from 24 June to 24
July), which provides a signifi-
cant opportunity to spread the
word about the advantages of
effective self-health-manage-
ment globally. The “Interna-
tional Self-Care Foundation”
has created “International
Self-Care Day” in 2011, since
then it has been observed an-
nually on 24 July. The WHO
also recognises self-care as a
vital component of healthcare
delivery. It’s a chance to reach
more people through the me-
dia and raise awareness about
the value of self-care. On this
day, people from all over the
globe step forward to increase
public knowledge about their
self-care interventions, cele-
brating the advantages they
bring to people’s lives and the
process made thus far, and
call for expanding health sys-
tems to incorporate self-care
interventions.

Theme of the Interna-
tional Self-Care Day-
2026:

This year 2026, theme of In-
ternational Self-Care Day is
“Self-Care puts your health
in your hands : Test, Track,
Thrive”, highlighting the im-
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portance of regular health
checkups and tracking daily
habits so people can under-
stand their health status and
act early. It reinforces that
preventive health self-care
helps individuals stay health-
ier, avoid complications, and
improve overall well-being.
On this day, various people
from local to international
organisations contribute to
providing self-care awareness
to the public by hosting a self-
care workshop, writing blogs,
displaying placards at public
rallies, creating and post-
ing self-care kits and vision
boards on social media plat-
forms, etc.

Important Measures
of Self-Care Day:

Let’s resolve on this auspi-
cious day to initiate action to
aid our own health slowly and
steadily. The daily actions like

walking for over 30 minutes,
taking 3 - 4 litres of water, con-
suming balanced diet, sleeping
for around 7 hours, decreasing
screen time, relaxing activities
such as meditation or yoga,
developing positive attitude,
maintaining body hygiene,
regular health checkups, vol-
untary charity work, listening
to music, reading motivational
stories, solving brain puzzles,
learning something new daily,
etc. These self-care activities
help you to benefit cardiovas-
cular health, stress reduction,
boosts immunity, improve cog-
nitive performance, early de-
tection of illness, better sleep,
reduced anxiety, emotional
regulation and mental clarity.

Humanitarian Crises

& Pandemics

There are 430 crore people
who do not have appropriate
access to necessary hospi-

tal-based health workers are
reportedly needed world-
wide, primarily in low- and
middle-income nations.
Humanitarian crises affect
over 20 percent of the global
population, making it dif-
ficult for health systems to
provide essential treatments.
Armed conflicts, pandemics
like COVID-19, and climate
change affect and strain
health care globally. Let’s
practice these small activities
daily results in most effective
maintenance of self health
and long-term well-being.
Don’t forget, our health is in
our hands. Practice these last-
ing habits that extend beyond
a single day.

Remember, self-care in-
clude everything from healthy
eating, regular physical ac-
tivity, enough sleep, stress
management, and responsible
use of healthcare resources.
These self-care practices plays
vital role in preventing illness,
managing chronic conditions,
improving mental health, and
reducing the strain on health-
care systems.

- Prof Madhusud-
han Reddy Burra
9949700037.

China Al theft may
feature 1 in Trump -X1 talks

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
is expected to raise concerns
over China's alleged acqui-
sition of American artificial
intelligence technology when
he meets Chinese President
Xi Jinping later this year,
the White House indicated
on Thursday, underscoring
Washington's determination
to maintain its lead in the
global Al race.

Speaking at the daily White
House briefing, Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt said
protecting US technological
leadership would be a priority
in any future discussions be-
tween the two leaders after she
was asked whether reports of
Chinese Al firms allegedly dis-
tilling or stealing American AT
models would feature in their
expected September meeting.

"I have had the honour of
being part of some of the meet-
ings and discussions between
President Trump and Presi-
dent Xi," Leavitt said. "And I
can tell you, there is always a
wide range of topics that come
up." She added: "I would imag-
ine this would be something

that's of high importance to the
president and of this adminis-
tration to obviously ensure that
America remains dominant in
the Al race."

Leavitt said the adminis-
tration was closely monitoring
reports that Chinese entities
may have improperly obtained
American Al technology.

"We're obviously tracking
the particular situation that
you mentioned," she said.

The comments came after a
reporter referred to concerns
raised this week by Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent about
China potentially "distilling
or stealing AI technology" de-
veloped in the United States.
The question also cited claims
by AI company Anthropic that
it had experienced its largest

known "distilling attack" last
month. While Leavitt declined
to discuss possible policy re-
sponses, she made clear that
the administration considers
the issue important for both
economic competitiveness and
national security.

Asked whether Trump was
considering sanctions or oth-
er measures against Chinese
Al companies if they were
found to have stolen Amer-
ican intellectual property,
Leavitt refused to speculate.

"I won't get ahead of the
president on any potential
actions,” she said. "But ob-
viously these conversations
are taking place and again,
they're of the utmost impor-
tance, not just for our na-
tional security, but to ensure
America remains dominant
in this space." The White
House also linked its broader
technology agenda to strate-
gic competition with China
during the briefing. Earlier,
Leavitt said Trump's expan-
sion of the administration's
Ratepayer Protection Pledge
for AI data centres would help
strengthen US leadership in
artificial intelligence.
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MONEY MAT TERS

STAR Hospitals Launches Dedicated “Pain &
Palliative Care Services for Cancer Patients”

Hon'ble Former Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naldu Garu, inaugurated the facility and felicitates healthcare heroes

HYDERABAD, JULY 23,
2026

TAR Cancer Centre at
STAR Hospitals, Nana-
kramguda, today marked a
major milestone in oncology
care with the official launch
of its dedicated “Pain & Palli-
ative Care Services for Cancer
Patients.” With this initiative,
STAR Hospitals becomes Hy-
derabad’s first private hospi-
tal to integrate a dedicated,
full-scale Pain & Palliative
Care Service directly into its
comprehensive cancer care
continuum. The programme
was grandly launched by
Chief Guest Shri M. Venkai-
ah Naidu Garu, Hon’ble For-
mer Vice President of India
in the presence of Dr. Gop-
ichand Mannam, Chairman
& Founding Promoter, STAR
Hospitals, Hyderabad (Uni-
med Healthcare Pvt. Ltd), Dr.
Ramesh Gudapati, Director
& Founding Promoter, STAR
Hospitals, Hyderabad (Uni-
med Healthcare Pvt. Ltd), Dr.
Sainath Bhethanabhotla, Sr.
Consultant & Head, Medical
Oncology, STAR Cancer Cen-
tre, Dr. Vipin Goel, Sr. Con-
sultant & Head, Surgical On-
cology, STAR Cancer Centre,
Mr. Jairaj Kumar P. Former
Director STAR Hospitals, Hy-
derabad, Mr Pradeep Chow-
dary, Philanthropist.
Honouring Extraordi-
nary Acts of Compassion
As part of the launch event,
extraordinary individuals and
healthcare professionals were

felicitated for their exception-

al commitment and selfless

service to cancer patient care:

e Mr. Pradeep Chowdhry,
Managing Director, Gem-
ini Edibles and Fats India
Limited: Recognized for
his philanthropic support
in sponsoring free cancer
treatments for underprivi-
leged patients.

« Dr. Gowda Sreehari, Sr. Con-
sultant - Surgical Oncology,
Laparoscopic & Minimally

Invasive Surgeon, STAR
Hospitals: Honoured for
achieving the incredible

milestone of performing
1,000 free cancer surgeries.

« Dr. Gayatri Palat, Associate
Professor Pain & Palliative
Medicine, MNJ Institute
of Oncology and Regional
Cancer Center, Hyderabad,
India: Felicitated for her
pioneering efforts in cre-
ating dedicated Palliative
Care Services in the public
sector.

« STAR Hospitals Staff Mem-
bers: Honoured for demon-
strating extraordinary selfl
essness, empathy, and de-
votion to patient wellbeing.
Key Highlights of the

Service
The newly launched initi-
ative offers a comprehensive
360-degree circle of support
to improve quality of life and
restore dignity at every stage
of the patient’s journey:

o Early Intervention: Symp-
tom and pain management
integrated from Day 1 of
diagnosis, working parallel

with active treatments like
chemotherapy, radiation,
and surgery.

» Advanced Pain Relief: Tar-
geted interventional pro-
cedures (nerve Dblocks,
intrathecal pumps) and
customized WHO step-lad-
der protocols.

« Multidisciplinary Support:
Holistic care encompassing
psycho-oncology, nutri-
tional counselling, physical
rehabilitation, and 24/7
emergency pain support.
"Pleased to launch Star

Hospital’s Pain & Palliative

Care Services to cancer pa-

tients at Nanakramguda in

Gachibowli, Hyderabad. It

gladdens me to learn that

Star Hospitals is the first pri-

vate hospital with dedicated

Pain & Palliative Oncology

Services. This step reflects a

deep commitment on its part

to providing holistic & pa-
tient-centred cancer care.

The Hospital’s aim of seek-
ing to restore comfort, dig-
nity, & quality of life to those
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suffering from cancer, is truly
commendable. By placing the
patient at the heart of care,
these doctors are sending a
powerful message that heal-
ing is not only about curing
disease but also about easing
suffering and preserving hu-
man dignity. Modern oncol-
ogy recognizes that the best
outcomes are achieved when
oncologists work closely with
palliative care specialists.
Palliative care is not an al-
ternative to active treatment,
nor is it reserved only for the
final stages of illness. It works
hand in hand with curative
and life-prolonging therapies,
providing an added layer of
specialized support that en-
hances the patient's quality
of life throughout the course
of treatment. The causes of
cancer are complex & layered.
Genetic predisposition, en-
vironmental factors, dietary
habits, poor hygiene, & the
stresses of modern lifestyles
are factors which influence an
individual's risk. Therefore,

prevention must become a na-
tional priority.

Periodic screening is an-
other crucial component of
cancer control, especially for
individuals at high risk. We
must encourage people to un-
dergo regular health check-
ups & screening programmes
so that cancers can be de-
tected at an early stage. Early
detection remains the key to
successful treatment. When
diagnosed early, many can-
cers can be treated effectively,
improving survival rates & re-
ducing suffering.."

- Shri M. Venkaiah
Naidu Garu, Hon’ble
Former Vice President of
India

"Cancer care is not just
about adding years to life,
but adding life and dignity to
every year. By integrating pal-
liative care alongside active
medical oncology treatments
right from the beginning, we
ensure our patients retain
their strength, comfort, and
peace of mind throughout
their treatment journey."

- Dr. Sainath Bheth-
anabhotla, Sr. Consultant
& Head, Medical Oncolo-
gy, STAR Cancer Centre

"Surgical interventions aim
to cure or manage the disease,
but relieving a patient's pain
and restoring their daily com-
fort is equally vital. Dedicated
palliative oncology allows us
to offer seamless, comprehen-
sive relief and procedural pain
control so that patients can

Forc
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Force Motors Limited, India's
largest van maker and a lead-
ing automotive manufacturer,
today launched the new Urbania
Deluxe—a premium new offer-
ing of its next-generation shared
mobility platform. Building on
the success of the Urbania plat-
form, the new Urbania Deluxe
has been developed to deliver
an even more refined premium
travel experience, with passenger
comfort at its core, complement-
ed by enhanced performance,
premium interiors and advanced
technology. With this launch, the
new Urbania Deluxe will replace
the current-generation Urbania,
becoming Force Motors' standard
offering in the premium shared
mobility segment. Launched as
India's first fully ground-up mod-
ular monocoque van platform,
the Urbania created a new bench-
mark in premium shared passen-
ger mobility, established a new
segment in the Indian market,
and has built a significant pres-
ence across international mar-
kets. Building on this legacy, the
new Urbania Deluxe introduces a
host of enhancements designed to

Key New Features

e Powerful 100 kw
Mercedes-derived diesel
engine for improved pick-
up and effortless perfor-
mance

e New premium interior
theme with leatherette
seats, matching uphol-
stery and wood-finish
flooring for superior pas-
senger comfort

e Car-like 3-point seat
belts for every passenger,
for enhanced safety

e TFT instrument cluster
with real-time vehicle

elevate passenger comfort while
meeting the evolving expecta-
tions of customers in the premi-
um shared mobility segment.
Powering the new Urbania Deluxe
is a more powerful Mercedes-de-
rived 2.6-litre, four-cylinder tur-
bo diesel engine, delivering 100
kW (134 HP) of power and 350
Nm of torque for improved pick-
up, effortless performance and
superior drivability. The cabin
has also been comprehensively
upgraded with a new premium

undergo therapies with mini-

mal discomfort."
- Dr. Vipin Goel, Sr.
Consultant & Head,
Surgical Oncology, STAR
Cancer Centre

"When we laid the founda-
tion of STAR Hospitals, our
goal was clear: to combine
clinical precision with pro-
found human empathy. The
launch of the Pain and Pallia-
tive Care Service is a natural
realization of that founding
promise. As a healthcare or-
ganization, true excellence
isn't just measured by cures,
but by how deeply we care for
our patients at every stage of
their journey. This initiative
reinforces our commitment
to redefining holistic, com-
passionate medicine for the
region."

- Dr. Ramesh Gudapati,
Director & Founding Pro-

moter, STAR Hospital

"Healing requires more
than medicine - it demands a
holistic approach that touches
the physical, emotional, and
social aspects of patient care.
Today, as we expand our on-
cology capabilities and honor
heroes who serve selflessly, we
reaffirm our promise to stand
by our patients and their fam-
ilies every step of the way."

- Dr. Gopichand
Mannam, Chairman

& Founding Promoter,
STAR Hospitals, Hydera-
bad (Unimed Healthcare
Pvt. Ltd)
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enchmark stock market in-
dices ended lower on Thurs-
day, extending losses for a fourth
straight session, as Brent crude
surged close to the $100-a-bar-
rel mark amid escalating ten-
sions in the Middle East, raising
fresh concerns over inflation,
corporate margins and India's
import bill. The BSE Sensex fell
363.66 points, or 0.47%, to close
at 76,391.39, while the NSE Nif-
ty50 declined 126.65 points, or
0.53%, to settle at 23,869.60.
This marked Dalal Street's long-
est losing streak in seven weeks.\
Brent crude jumped 4.77% to
$98.56 per barrel, while WTI
crude climbed 4.13% to $90.42,
as fears of further disruptions to
global oil supplies intensified.
OIL SURGE KEEPS DALAL
STREET UNDER PRES-
SURE
Investor sentiment remained
weak as crude oil prices contin-
ued their sharp rally following
the escalating conflict in the Mid-
dle East. Higher oil prices pose a
major risk for India, the world's
third-largest importer and con-
sumer of crude oil, as they can
stoke inflation, widen the cur-
rent account deficit and squeeze
corporate profit margins. Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at Geojit
Investments Limited, said mar-
kets remained under pressure as
investors reassessed the impact
of rising energy prices. "With
crude oil prices approaching the
USD 100/bbl amid concerns over
further disruptions to global
energy supplies, investor senti-
ment remained subdued as mar-
kets reassessed inflation risks
and corporate margins. Recent
macroeconomic indicators sug-
gest that prolonged geopolitical
tensions are increasingly filter-

Sensex, Nifty extend
losing streak to 4th day
as Brent crude nears $100

ing into the domestic economy,
reflected in rising WPI and a
moderation in business activity,"
he said. He added that elevated
oil prices have strengthened ex-
pectations of a higher-for-longer
global interest rate environment,
reducing investors' appetite for
emerging markets.
BANKING, REALTY AND
MIDCAPS DRAG

Selling pressure remained
broad-based, with most sec-
toral indices ending in the red.
The Nifty Realty index emerged
as the worst performer, falling
1.81%, followed by Nifty Chemi-
cals (-1.87%), Nifty MidSmall IT
& Telecom (-1.52%), Nifty MidS-
mall Financial Services (-1.23%),
Nifty PSU Bank (-1.00%), Nifty
0il & Gas (-1.02%), Nifty Pri-
vate Bank (-0.77%) and Nifty
Financial Services (-0.62%). The
broader market also remained
under pressure. The Nifty Small-
cap 100 declined 1.01%, Nifty
Midcap 50 fell 1.08%, Nifty Mid-
cap 100 slipped 0.99% and the
Nifty 500 lost 0.70%. India VIX
rose 1.37% to 13.48, indicating
heightened investor caution.
Among Sensex stocks, Adani
Ports was the biggest loser, fall-
ing 2.26%, followed by Bajaj Fi-
nance (-1.96%), IndiGo (-1.89%),
Axis Bank (-1.36%), SBI (-1.22%),
Tata Steel (-1.21%), Maruti Su-
zuki (-1.11%), Reliance Indus-
tries (-1.05%) and Bharti Airtel
(-0.97%).

rs Launches New Urbania Deluxe

information, alerts and
driver assistance

e Customised 23 cm (9-
inch) HD touchscreen in-
fotainment system with
smartphone connectivity,
at-a-glance  navigation
and intelligent driver as-
sistance

e Power sliding footstep for
comfortable ingress and
egress

e New 16-inch alloy wheels
for premium styling

e Premium 8-speaker Digi-
tal Theatre System (DTS)
for an immersive enter-
tainment experience

interior theme featuring leather-
ette seats, matching upholstery
and elegant wood-finish flooring,
creating a refined travel environ-
ment with superior passenger
comfort. Safety remains at the
core of the new Urbania Deluxe
with car-like 3-point seat belts
for every passenger, comple-
mented by driver and co-driver
airbags, all-wheel disc brakes,
Electronic ~ Stability ~Program
(ESP), Anti-lock Braking System
(ABS), Electronic Brake-force

Distribution (EBD) and Engine
Drag Torque Control (ETDC),
ensuring enhanced occupant
protection. Further enhancing
the driving experience are a TFT
instrument cluster providing re-
al-time vehicle information and
a customised 23 cm (9-inch) HD
touchscreen infotainment system
featuring smartphone connectiv-
ity, online and offline navigation,
HD reverse camera, voice alerts
and hands-free Bluetooth call-
ing. New 16-inch alloy wheels
lend the new Urbania Deluxe a
premium road presence, while a
power-operated sliding footstep
ensures comfortable ingress and
egress for passengers. The pre-
mium travel experience is further
complemented by an 8-speaker
Digital Theatre System (DTS)
and illuminated USB Type-A and
Type-C charging ports across all
seating rows for seamless smart-

phone charging. The new Urba-
nia Deluxe is backed by Force
Care, comprising Force Motors'
advanced i-Pulse telematics solu-
tion, a 5-year/5 lakh km warranty,
a 3-year warranty on all sensors
and 3 years of Roadside Assis-
tance (RSA), ensuring complete
peace of mind throughout the
ownership experience.

Speaking on the introduction
of the new Urbania Deluxe, Mr.
Prasan Firodia, Managing Direc-
tor, Force Motors Limited, said
"With Urbania, we redefined pre-
mium shared passenger mobility
in India and created an entire-
ly new segment that has found
strong acceptance both in India
and across international markets.
Its success reflects the growing
preference for vehicles that com-
bine superior comfort, safety and
modern engineering. With the
introduction of the new Urbania
Deluxe, we are taking this plat-
form to the next level with en-
hanced performance, premium
features and advanced technolo-
gy to meet the evolving expecta-
tions of our customers and deliver
the premium travel experience
passenger’s demand. As the pre-
mium mobility segment contin-

ues to evolve, we remain com-
mitted to enhancing our products
and delivering mobility solutions
that set new benchmarks in
passenger comfort, safety and
performance”. The new Urbania
Deluxe will be available in three
wheelbases and eight seating lay-
outs, ranging from 9+D to 16+D
seating configurations, through
Force Motors' dealer network
across India. Prices start at ¥28.7
lakh (ex-showroom).

ABOUT FORCE MOTORS
LIMITED: INDIA’S LARG-
EST VAN MAKER

Founded in 1958 by Shri N. K.
Firodia, Force Motors Limited
was established with a vision to
provide affordable, reliable, and
efficient transportation for the
masses. Today, it stands as a fully
integrated automobile company
specializing in the engineering,
development, and manufacture
of vehicles, aggregates, and com-
ponents. The company operates
five state-of-the-art manufactur-
ing units across India, employs
over 10,000 people, and is led by
its Chairman, Dr. Abhay Firodia.
Its advanced R&D center in Pune,
supported by a design team of
over 1,000 experts, is regarded

Growing role of women-led kirana stores

Five women entrepreneurs from Madhya Pradesh felicitated by NITI Aayog and Reliance Foundation

NITI Aavog’s Women Entrepreneurshi

Platform (WEP) and Reliance Foundation felicitate outstanding Rural Women Kirana Entrepreneurs
The initiative supported women-led kirana stores across three districts of Madhya Pradesh through digital and financial capacity building. market access. and business

lannin

NEW DELHI, JULY 23,
2026

ive outstanding women

kirana entrepreneurs
were felicitated by the Wom-
en Entrepreneurship Plat-
form incubated at NITI Aayog
in partnership with Reliance
Foundation under the Em-
powering Rural Women Kira-
na Entrepreneurs (RWKEs)
ATR pilot programme at a
special event held at NITI
recently. The felicitation cer-
emony in Delhi was attended
by Dr. Joram Aniya, Mem-
ber, NITI Aayog; Ms. Anna
Roy, Mission Director, WEP
and Programme Director,
NITI Aayog; Ms. Deepthi
Nukalapati, Chief - Wom-
en Empowerment, Reliance
Foundation; and Ms. Sonal
Jaitly, Associate Partner and
Global Lead — GEDSI, Mi-

croSave Consulting (MSC),
along with the awardees and

their family members. The
five outstanding women en-
trepreneurs who were felici-
tated were presented with a
grant of INR 1,00,000 each
in recognition of their en-
trepreneurial commitment
and progress.The five women
entrepreneurs  represented
inspiring examples of re-
silience, adaptability, and

entrepreneurial  leadership
within their communities.
During the ceremony they
shared their learning expe-
riences and vision ahead to
expand their business imple-
menting the techniques and
knowledge gained through
the training programme. Em-
powering Rural Women Kira-
na Entrepreneurs (RWKEs),
a pilot initiative by Reliance
Foundation, in partnership

with the Women Entrepre-
neurship Platform (WEP),
and implemented with Mi-
croSave Consulting (MSC)
as the technical partner to
strengthen women-led kirana
stores across the districts of
Barwani, Vidisha, and Rais-
en in Madhya Pradesh. The
programme was designed
in recognition of the critical
role that rural women entre-
preneurs play in supporting

household incomes and local
economies, while acknowl-
edging the structural barri-
ers that often constrain the
growth of their enterprises.
Through targeted capaci-
ty-building and handhold-
ing support, the programme
focused on four key areas:
financial capability, digital
adoption, market orientation,
and business planning. Since
its launch, the RWKE pro-
gramme has delivered 1,200+
hours of structured learning
across 175+ training sessions
spanning 6 blocks (Barwani,
Pati, Ganj Basoda, Vidisha,
Obedullaganj, and Sanchi)
across 3 districts (Vidisha,
Raisen, and Barwani), reach-
ing 108 women entrepre-
neurs. Delivered in local lan-
guages through participatory
sessions, the capacity-build-
ing curriculum equips wom-

en with practical skills from
budgeting to bookkeeping,
from supplier linkages to
inventory and enterprise
growth planning. The pro-
gramme underscores the
importance of collaborative
efforts between public and
private sector stakeholders
in strengthening rural entre-
preneurship ecosystems. By
combining institutional sup-
port, technical expertise, and
on-ground implementation,
the initiative has created a
structured pathway for rural
women entrepreneurs to en-
hance their business capabil-
ities and improve enterprise
outcomes. The RWKE pro-
gramme also highlights the
growing role of women-led
kirana stores as vital nodes
in rural supply chains and
local economies. Through
targeted interventions, such

as one of the finest in the country.

Force Motors is a versatile
automotive company with the
capability to cater to diverse in-
ternational markets by offering
customized, country-specific
solutions. Its formidable product
range spans light commercial
vehicles and multi-utility ve-
hicles, and its export presence
extends to over 25+ countries
including Middle East and Gulf
region, Asia, Latin America, and
Africa. Force Motors has built
strong relationships with global
automotive leaders by consist-
ently delivering high-quality en-
gines and components. BMW &
Mercedes-Benz assigned Force
Motors the responsibility of pro-
ducing and testing engines for all
cars and SUVs manufactured in
India. Every Mercedes-Benz car
and SUV made in India is pow-
ered by an engine produced at
Force Motors facility at Chakan
in Pune. Similarly, Force Motors'
world-class factory in Chennai,
built to BMW’s exacting stand-
ards, powers every BMW car and
SUV made in the country. Force
MTU Power Systems Pvt. Ltd. is a
joint venture between Force Mo-
tors Ltd. and Rolls-Royce Power

programmes could improve
business resilience, increase
digital adoption, and ena-
ble better financial and op-
erational  decision-making
among women entrepreneurs.
Reliance Foundation has a
deep commitment to wom-
en’s empowerment through
various pathways, including
economic empowerment and
entrepreneurship to cata-
lyse impact not just for the
individual but for society as
a whole. The Women Entre-
preneurship Platform (WEP),
incubated in NITI Aayog in
2018 and transitioned into
a public-private partnership
in 2022, serves as India's na-
tional platform for strength-
ening the women's entrepre-
neurship ecosystem through
collaborations with public
and private sector partners.
At the core of WEP’s pro-
grammatic interventions is
the Award-to-Reward (ATR)
programme - a cohort-based,
sector-specific ~ accelerator
for women entrepreneurs,
designed for contextual ad-
aptation across sectors and
geographies, enabling imple-
menting partners to tailor in-
terventions to specific entre-
preneurial ecosystems.

Systems AG. The venture special-
izes in producing 10 and 12-cylin-
der Series 1600 engines, ranging
from 545 hp to 1050 hp, at its
manufacturing facility in Chakan,
Pune. These engines are supplied
globally for power generation and
underfloor rail applications
PRODUCTS AND INNOVA-
TION

Force Motors offers solutions
for both passenger and goods
transport, with its Traveller N
and Trax ranges leading their re-
spective segments. Building on
the legacy of the Traveller, the
new Traveller N range sets new
benchmarks in efficiency, reliabil-
ity, comfort and safety, while the
rugged Trax caters to challenging
terrains and demanding operat-
ing conditions. Urbania is Force
Motors' next-generation modular
monocoque passenger vehicle
platform that has redefined pre-
mium shared passenger mobil-
ity in India. Having established
a new segment in the market,
the Urbania platform has built a
strong presence across domes-
tic and international markets,
setting new benchmarks in pas-
senger comfort, safety and per-
formance.

Airtel Africa Q1
profit after tax

rises 27 pc to
USD 198 million

NEW DELHI: (JUL 23)

A. irtel Africa, Bharti

irtel's African arm,
has posted a 27 per cent
increase in profit after
tax to USD 198 million
(about Rs 1,916 crore) in
the quarter ended on June
30, 2026.

The company had post-
ed a profit after tax (PAT)
of USD 156 million in the
same period a year ago.

"Profit after tax of USD
198 million improved
from USD 156 million in
the prior period. Higher
profit after tax in the cur-
rent period was driven by
higher operating profit,
partially offset by deriva-
tive and foreign exchange
losses of USD 6 million in
the current period com-
pared to USD 22 million
derivative and foreign ex-
change gains in the prior
period," Airtel Africa said

in a statement.
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Invented
andwich?

—FJ

A Bite Into Its Surprising History

Before it became a lunch-
box staple, café favourite
or fast-food essential,
the sandwich had al-
ready travelled through
centuries of culinary
history. Todayj, it is one

of the world's most pop-
ular and versatile foods,
enjoyed in countless
forms across cultures—
from simple buttered
bread with vegetables to
elaborate deli creations

stacked with meats,
cheeses and sauces. Its
appeal lies in its conven-
ience, portability and ad-
aptability, making it suit-
able for breakfast, lunch,
dinner or a quick snack.

Although the sandwich
is commonly associated
with England and the
4th Earl of Sandwich, the
concept of placing food
inside or between bread
is much older. Civilisa-

The Ancient Idea of Food Wrapped

in Bread

The practice of combining bread with
meat, vegetables or other fillings is nearly
as old as bread itself. Bread has been one
of humanity's earliest staple foods, and
naturally it became a convenient way to
hold or carry other ingredients. Ancient
societies relied on flatbreads and simple
loaves not only as food but also as edible
plates and utensils. People discovered
that placing cooked meat, herbs or veg-
etables inside bread made meals easier
to transport, reduced mess and allowed
labourers, travellers and soldiers to eat
while on the move. This practical ap-
proach to eating gradually developed in
different regions, giving rise to several
foods that closely resemble what we rec-
ognise today as sandwiches.

China's Rou Jia Mo: One of the
Oldest Sandwiches

Among the earliest documented exam-
ples is Rou Jia Mo, a traditional Chinese
street food that dates back more than
2,000 years to around 200 BC during the
Qin Dynasty.

Often described as one of the world's
oldest sandwiches, Rou Jia Mo consists
of a round, slightly crisp flatbread filled
with  slow-cooked meat—traditional-
ly pork—seasoned with a rich blend of
spices. The bread is prepared using flour,
water and yeast before being baked until
golden, while the meat is simmered for
hours until tender.

The filling typically includes:
Pork belly or shredded pork

Star anise

Cinnamon

Cloves

Ginger

Garlic

Soy-based seasonings

The meat absorbs these flavours over
long cooking periods before being finely
chopped and stuffed into the bread. Even
today, Rou Jia Mo remains immense-
ly popular across China, especially in
Shaanxi Province, where it originated.
Modern versions also feature beef, lamb
and vegetarian fillings, demonstrating
the enduring appeal of meat enclosed
within bread. The existence of Rou Jia
Mo centuries before the Earl of Sandwich
highlights that the idea of a sandwich
predates its English name by more than
two millennia.

Bread and Fillings Across Ancient
Civilisations

China was far from alone in developing
bread-based portable meals. Throughout
the ancient Mediterranean and Middle
East, flatbreads served as everyday sta-
ples. Rather than using forks or spoons,
people often wrapped cooked meats,
vegetables, herbs and cheeses inside soft
breads or folded them together for easier
eating. These early combinations resem-
bled modern wraps, pitas and stuffed
breads. While they were not called
sandwiches, they fulfilled exactly the
same purpose: providing a convenient,
self-contained meal. Nomadic communi-
ties especially valued such foods because
they travelled well and required minimal
utensils.

Hillel the Elder and the Passover
Tradition

One of history's earliest recorded ex-
amples of a sandwich-like meal comes
from Jewish religious tradition.

Hillel the Elder, a renowned Jewish
scholar born in Babylon who later lived in
Jerusalem during the first century BC, is
remembered for combining several sym-
bolic Passover foods into a single bite.

According to the Haggadah, the
sacred text read during the annu-
al Passover Seder, Hillel wrapped

together:
® Paschal lamb
® Bitter herbs
® Unleavened matzah bread

This combination represented religious

symbolism rather than culinary innova-

tion, but it also demonstrated the prac-
tical use of bread as a holder for fillings.
Today, many Jewish families continue the
tradition by preparing what is common-
ly called the "Hillel Sandwich" during
Passover meals. While the ingredients
vary according to religious customs, the
ritual preserves one of history's oldest
documented examples of sandwich-style
eating.
The Middle East's Long Tradition
of Stuffed Flatbreads

Across the Middle East, flatbreads such
as pita, lavash and other regional varie-
ties have been central to daily diets for
thousands of years. Unlike thicker Euro-
pean loaves, these breads could easily be
folded, rolled or stuffed.

Popular fillings historically in-

cluded:
Roasted lamb
Chicken
Goat meat
Fresh herbs
Yogurt
Pickled vegetables
Cheese
Many of today's globally recognised
foods—including shawarma, kebabs and
falalel wrapped in pita—continue this
ancient tradition. These portable meals
evolved naturally from local lifestyles,
proving once again that the sandwich
concept developed independently across
multiple cultures.
The Ottoman Influence

Food historian Mary Isin, author

of Bountiful Empire: A History of Ot-

toman Cuisine, argues that wrapping
meat inside bread had long been com-
mon throughout the Ottoman Empire.
Ottoman cooks prepared numerous
dishes featuring grilled meats enclosed
within flatbreads, making them con-
venient for travellers, merchants and
soldiers. Interestingly, historians note
that John Montagu, the future Earl of
Sandwich, travelled through parts of
the Ottoman Empire—including Tur-
key—during the mid-18th century. Al-
though there is no definitive evidence,
some researchers believe he may have
encountered these bread-and-meat
combinations during his travels. If so,
the famous English sandwich may have
been inspired, at least in part, by foods
already popular across the eastern Med-
iterranean.
The Famous Earl of Sandwich
Story

Despite earlier examples from around
the world, the sandwich owes its name to
an English nobleman: John Montagu, the
4th Earl of Sandwich. The most widely
repeated story dates to 1762. According
to popular legend, Montagu was engaged
in an extended gambling session that
reportedly lasted for many hours. Un-
willing to interrupt his game for a formal
meal, he instructed his servants to bring
him slices of salt beef placed between two
pieces of bread. This allowed him to con-
tinue playing cards while eating with one
hand and without dirtying his fingers.
Whether the gambling tale is entirely
accurate remains debated by historians.

tions across Asia, the
Middle East and Europe
had already developed
similar ways of eating
centuries before the
term "sandwich" entered
the English language.

Some believe Montagu may simply have
requested such meals while working long
hours at his desk rather than during card
games. Regardless of the exact circum-
stances, the meal became closely associ-
ated with him.

Why the Meal Became So Popular

Montagu's version was practical for
several reasons. It required no plates or
cutlery. It could be eaten while work-
ing, travelling or socialising. The bread
helped keep hands clean. The filling
remained enclosed, making it easier to
transport. These advantages made the
idea immediately attractive to others.

Soon, people at London's clubs report-
edly began asking for "the same as Sand-
wich." Over time, the phrase shortened
simply to "Sandwich."

The Birth of a New Word

One of the earliest known written ref-
erences to the word appears in the diary
of English historian Edward Gibbon.

On November 24, 1762, Gibbon record-
ed seeing men dining at a London club,
describing them as eating "a bit of cold
meat, or a Sandwich."

This diary entry is widely regarded as
the first documented appearance of the
term in written English.

From there, the word rapidly entered
everyday conversation and eventually
dictionaries.

Rapid Spread Across Britain

Once the sandwich became fashionable
among London's elite clubs, it quickly
spread beyond aristocratic circles.

Restaurants, taverns and coffee houses

Historians believe the
modern sandwich is the
result of many culinary
traditions evolving inde-
pendently before eventu-
ally receiving its now-fa-
mous name.

began serving sandwiches to customers
looking for quick meals. Workers appre-
ciated their portability. Travellers found
them convenient. Families adopted them
for picnics and packed lunches. With-
in decades, sandwiches had become an
everyday part of British dining. Expan-
sion Around the World As the British
Empire expanded during the 18th and
19th centuries, so too did the sandwich.
British sailors, merchants, administra-
tors and settlers introduced the concept—
and its English name—to many parts of
the world. Local cultures soon adapted it
using regional ingredients.
Examples include:

Cucumber sandwiches in Britain
Banh mi in Vietnam
Club sandwiches in the United States
Vada pav in India
Katsu sandwiches in Japan
Bocadillos in Spain
Although each differs in flavour and in-
gredients, all follow the same basic prin-
ciple of bread surrounding a filling.

The Sandwich Becomes a Verb

By the middle of the 19th century, the
word "sandwich" had become so familiar
that it evolved beyond being merely the
name of a food. English speakers began
using it as a verb. To "sandwich" some-
thing meant placing one object between
two others.

Examples include:
® Sandwiching papers between books.
® Sandwiching a meeting between ap-
pointments.
® Sandwiching vegetables between bread
slices.

This linguistic evolution reflected just
how deeply the sandwich had become
embedded in everyday life.

Endless Variety

One reason for the sandwich's endur-
ing popularity is its incredible versatili-
ty. Almost any ingredient can become a
sandwich filling.

Common choices include:

Meat

Fish

Eggs

Cheese
Vegetables

Salads

Fruits

Nut butters
Chocolate spreads



FRIDAY
JULY | 24 | 2026

HYDERABAD | HYDERABAD HEADLINES

STADIUM

Mayank, Prince, and Sooryavanshi star as
India crush Zimbawe by seven wickets

MoS Raksha
Khadse chairs
high-level meeting

NEW DELHI: The Union Minister
of State for Youth Affairs &
Sports, Raksha Khadse, chaired
a high-level meeting with senior
officials of the Government of
India and the Government of
Maharashtra to deliberate on

a comprehensive roadmap

for strengthening the state's
sports and youth development
ecosystem. Reinforcing the spirit
of cooperative federalism, the
discussions focused on institu-
tional reforms, high-performance
sport, athlete development and
governance, to position Maha-
rashtra as a leading sporting
state while contributing to India's
long-term sporting ambitions.
The meeting was attended

by Pravinsinh Pardeshi, Chief
Executive Officer, MITRA; Hari
Ranjan Rao, Secretary (Sports),
Government of India & Director
General, Sports Authority of
India; Ram Singh, Secretary,
Sports Authority of India.

RURAL GAMES

Sadhguru’s Isha
Gramotsavam’s in
Haryana from July 25

CHANDIGARH: Sadhguru's Isha
Gramotsavam, which is turning
sports into a way of life in rural
India, will be making its debut in
Haryana this month, bringing the
spirit of rural sports and commu-
nity celebrations together. Swami
Pulaka, national coordinator

of Isha Gramotsavam, told the
media here on Thursday that
Isha Gramotsavam, which has
been held over the years, has
witnessed inspiring transforma-
tions beyond the playing field.
"Villages have come together

in celebration, women have
stepped out to participate with
wholehearted support from their
families, and communities have
become stronger through the
spirit of sport. We have also
seen many participants choosing
healthier lifestyles, gradually
moving away from unhealthy
habits and addictions." He said
that Haryana already has a
proud sporting legacy .

CWG 2020: Happy to witness a

HARARE

Dynamic Delhi-based fast
bowling duo of Mayank Ya-
dav and Prince Yadav deliv-
ered a masterclass in aggres-
sive fast bowling before teen-
age batting sensation Vai-
bhav Sooryavanshi etched
his name in the history books
with an 18-ball half-century
as India registered a com-
fortable seven-wicket victory
over Zimbabwe in the first
T2ol at the Harare Sports
Club.

While Mayank took 2-18,
Prince picked 2-19, with Shi-
vam Dube and Ravi Bishnoi
bagging a scalp each. At
32/4, Zimbabwe were on the
verge of getting a total less
than 100. But Ryan Burl (26),
Wessly Madhevere (39) and
Tadiwanashe Marumani (27
not out) ensured Zimbabwe
didn’t lose many wickets lat-
er and crossed the 120-mark.

The chase was always go-
ing to be a stroll in the park
for India, as Sooryavanshi's
18-ball fifty, laced with four
boundaries and as many six-
es, made him the youngest
player to score a half-century
in international cricket. His
blitzkrieg reduced the chase
to a mere formality as India
reached home with 40 balls
remaining and gained a 1-0
lead in the three-game series.

The result also meant that
Shreyas Iyer finally got a win
as India’s T20lI captain on
his eighth attempt. Return-
ing to international cricket
after a 21-month injury lay-
off, Mayank wasted no time
making an impact. On the
very first ball of the match,
he hurled a 144 kmph back-
of-a-length thunderbolt that
nipped away and took Brian
Bennett’s edge behind and
got him out for a golden duck
following a successful review

o7
. e

by keeper Ishan Kishan.

Though debutant pacer
Ashok Sharma was hit for
back-to-back boundaries by
fellow debutant Ben Curran,
Prince ensured the pressure
remained relentless from
the other end. Coming into
the attack in the fourth over,
Prince struck with his second
delivery as Curran miscued a
pull straight to mid-wicket.

Mayank then wused his
pace to rush Dion Myers,
who tamely chipped a length
ball to mid-on, while skipper
Sikandar Raza managed just
four runs before slapping
a back-of-a-length delivery
from Shivam Dube straight
to deep square leg.

Ryan Burl attempted to
rebuild with a few heavy hits,
including a six off Dube over
deep mid-wicket. However,
leg-spinner Bishnoi broke
the 32-run partnership
when Burl failed to clear the
long-off boundary. Entering
the death overs, Madhevere
spearheaded a late push for
the hosts.

He capitalised on any-
thing loose, scooping Ashok
Sharma fine for consecutive
boundaries and dispatching
Bishnoi over long-on for a
six. Marumani added vital
support with a crisp six off
Dube, lifting the hosts past
the 100-run mark. But India
regained tight control in the
final over.

Madhevere's useful stay
ended when he was run out
trying to sneak a second run
following a sharp throw from
Dube. Prince then dismissed
Brad Evans for a duck on the
very next ball as he mistimed
a full toss straight to mid-
off and capped off a clinical
performance by the Indian
bowlers.

Chasing 126, Sooryavan-
shi dismantled Richard Ng-
arava in the second over by
smashing two mammoth
sixes and a boundary to col-
lect 20 runs. Despite losing
opening partner Abhishek
Sharma (1) to Blessing Mu-
zarabani in the third over,
Sooryavanshi showed no

Rublev surges to dominant win,
Portugal’s Faria reaches QFs in Estoril

ESTORIL (PORTUGAL)

Andrey Rublev lost just two
games to earn his most com-
fortable win of the season
on Thursday, beating lucky
loser Timofey Skatov 6-1, 6-1
for a dominant and emphat-
ic victory in the Estoril Open
in Portugal.

Top seed Rublev started
his campaign at the ATP 250
event high in confidence,
having captured his first
title of the year and 18th
overall on the clay in Bastad.
Under the Portuguese sun,
the 28-year-old hit through
the World No. 163 Skatov
and sealed victory in just 59
minutes when he struck his
26th winner off a Skatov sec-
ond serve.

The No. 14 player in the
ATP Rankings, Rublev, has
now won his past five match-
es and is into his seventh

tour-level quarterfinal of
the season, according to the
ATP Win/Loss Index.

“I am happy to be here.
It is my first time,” Rublev

said. “The conditions are
not easy to play in, but I feel
great that I was able to win
in straight sets, to be able to
spend the least time on court
and be as fresh as possible
for tomorrow.”

Rublev will next meet
Frenchman Luca Van Ass-
che, who overcame eighth

UTT Season 7: Dabang Delhi TTC seal semifinal

seed Pablo Carreno Busta
6-3, 4-6, 6-2. Carreno Bus-
ta was trying to advance to
his first ATP Tour quarterfi-
nal since Winston-Salem in
2024, but it was Van Assche
who had the answers down
the home straight.

The 22-year-old Van Ass-
che holds a 0-3 record in the
last eight at tour-level events
but will hope to change that
and reach his first semi-final
when he plays Rublev. Ear-
lier this season, Van Assche
lifted an ATP Challenger
trophy on clay in Parma.

In other action, Portugal’s
Jaime Faria delighted home
fans with a 6-2, 6-4 victo-
ry against Peruvian qual-
ifier Gonzalo Bueno. The
22-year-old Faria is into his
second tour-level quarter-fi-
nal of the season after reach-
ing that stage at the ATP 500
event in Rio de Janeiro.

!

signs of slowing down.

While  deploying the
pull shot well and moving
around the crease effective-
ly, Sooryavanshi continued
his onslaught against Evans
- whipping him for consec-
utive  boundaries, before
smashing Muzarabani for
two fours and a six down the
ground. From the other end,
Ishan Kishan capitalised on
poor lines from debutant
Newman Nyamhuri to get
three boundaries, even as
Sooryavanshi brought up his
maiden international fifty
off just 18 balls at the venue
where he hit an explosive 175
in this year’s U19 World Cup
final.

But on the very next ball,
his knock ended when he
top-edged Ngarava to deep
third man in the seventh
over. By then, India were in
a commanding position, and
Kishan, along with Shreyas
Iyer (27 not out) and Tilak
Varma (5 not out) ensured
there were no further hic-
cups in guiding India home.

India captain Shreyas Iyer ex-
pressed delight after securing
his first win as T20I skipper,
adding that winning the se-
ries opener over Zimbabwe by
seven wickets at the Harare
Sports Club will give everyone
some confidence for future
matches.

India restricted Zimbabwe
to 125/7 before chasing down
the target with seven wickets
in hand, with the victory pow-
ered by two-wicket hauls from
Mayank Yadav and Prince Ya-
dav and Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi hitting an 18-ball fifty —
his first half-century in inter-
national cricket.

"I think the boys were tre-
mendous. Couldn't have been
happier with my first win.
There was bounce from good
length, and it was also vari-
able. I felt it was there in both
innings. The start Mayank
gave was great.“We are go-
ing to play two more matches
here, so today's performance
gives everyone some confi-
dence. I think Vaibhav has
played here - he got 175 in the
U-19 World Cup final - so he
knows the conditions," Iyer
said after the match ended.

Mayank, the Player of the
Match, said he relished bowl-
ing on the helpful pitch. "It

Today’s performance gives‘

always feels great when you
contribute in a win. So it was
a very special moment for me.
The wicket was very good. Af-
ter playing in India, I was en-
joying bowling here.

“It's my first time here in
Zimbabwe. The bounce I got
and the seam movement was
a great help for me. We got
a good start from the very
first ball, and the way they
(Prince and Ashok Sharma)
were squeezing from their
end was really good." Fellow
pacer Prince, meanwhile,
highlighted the team's disci-
plined execution. "I'm very
happy with my performance.
But even more importantly,
we won the match. There was
quite a bit of assistance at the
start. If you bowled the right
length, the ball carried nice-
ly and nipped around a little.
The key for us was to keep hit-
ting those lengths consistently
till the end, and that worked
in our favour. He was also in
praise of his bowling counter-
parts Mayank and Ashok. "We
performed well as a bowling
unit too. Mayank bowled well,
Ashok bowled well - in fact,
all our fast bowlers bowled
really well. The most import-
ant thing is that we won the
match, and that feels great.

“The coaches and Shreyas
kept telling us one thing - bowl

everyone some
confidence, says Iyer after win over Zimbabwe

HARARE

the right lengths. If a batter
hits a good shot off a good ball,
that's absolutely fine. We have
no problem with that. But as
long as we keep bowling good
balls consistently, everything
remains in our control," he
concluded.

I dedicate this moment

to my elder brother, says
Ashok Sharma

Fast bowler Ashok Sharma
described making his interna-
tional debut in the first T20I
against Zimbabwe as a ‘dream
come true’ and dedicated the
milestone moment to his elder
brother. Ashok received his
India cap from bowling coach
Sunil Joshi ahead of the toss,
marking the culmination of
years of hard work in the do-
mestic circuit. During the cap
presentation, stand-in head
coach VVS Laxman reminded
the youngster of the signifi-
cance of the achievement.

“We know Ashok is going to
make his international debut,
and we discussed that it's a
matter of great honour. Rep-
resenting the country, all your
hard work, and all your perfor-
mances were rewarded by this
opportunity.” Hailing from
Rampura, a small village near
Jaipur, Ashok is five years
younger than his brother, Ak-
shay, who also played cricket.

Peace Through Sports: Army Brings the Durand Cup to Imphal

By Dheeraj Singh
Moirangthem, Indian
International Foothall
Player

IMPHAL

Manipur is a state where sport
is a way of life. This land of
warriors has produced count-
less national and international
athletes across various disci-
plines, with football holding
a special place in the hearts
of its people. From children
playing in every street and
open ground to players repre-
senting India on the interna-
tional stage, football is deeply
rooted in the culture of Mani-
pur. Whenever football comes
to the state, people welcome
it with immense excitement,
pride, and enthusiasm.

The Durand Cup, being one
of the oldest football tourna-
ments in the world, carries
immense prestige and history.
I have had the privilege of par-

ticipating in this historic tour-
nament on multiple occasions.
I have also had the privilege of
lifting the trophy of this pres-
tigious tournament twice with
FC Goa and finishing as run-
ners-up with Mohun Bagan.
Having experienced it first-
hand, I understand the signif-
icance of this tournament - not
just as a competition, but as a
celebration of Indian football.
It provides a unique platform
where top clubs from the ISL
and I-League, Defence teams,
and local clubs compete to-
gether, raising the standard
of the game and creating op-
portunities for players at every
level. ootball has no language,
no culture, and no religion

- only love for the game. It
unites people beyond their
differences. Inside the electri-
fying atmosphere of the sta-
dium, everyone cheers for the
same game, shares the same
emotions, and celebrates to-
gether. That is the true power
of football.

Bringing the IndianOil Du-
rand Cup back to Manipur for
the 135th edition is much more
than hosting a football tourna-
ment. It is a catalyst for people
from different walks of life and
communities of Manipur to
come together with a shared
passion, creating an all-per-
vasive environment of unity,
hope, and positivity. It would
also give thousands of young
footballers the opportunity to
watch their idols play in front of
them, inspiring them to dream
bigger, work harder, and believe
that they too can represent their
clubs and country one day.

Here, I want to commend
the Indian Army for making

thrilling match, says Dr Mandaviya

GLASGOW

Union Minister for Youth Af-
fairs and Sport Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya has expressed
his happiness at the country
making a thrilling start in the
2026 Commonwealth Games
in Glasgow as the Indian bowls
squad excelled on the opening
day on Thursday.

The Indian women's pairs
combination of Pinki Singh
and Rupa Rani Tirkey battled
past Malta in a dramatic tie-
break to open their Common-
wealth Games 2026 Bowls
campaign with a hard-fought
victory in the sectional Group

Play stage on Thursday.
"A  thrilling start to
#Glasgow2026! Witnessed

an absolute edge-of-the-seat
thriller today as our athletes
clinched a spectacular vic-
tory on the very last delivery
against Malta in the Bowls
Women’s Pairs event," Dr Man-
daviya wrote in a post on X,
formerly Twitter, on Thursday.
Competing in the discipline's
new indoor format, now offi-

cially called Bowls for the first
time in Commonwealth Games
history, the Indian pair over-
came a spirited challenge from
sisters Rebecca Louise Rixon
and Connie-Leigh Rixon, re-
covering from a tense second
set before Pinki produced the
decisive bowl in the tiebreak
to seal the contest. India made
an assured start, taking control
from the opening end. After
Rupa Rani Tirkey settled into
her rhythm, Pinki capitalised
with accurate deliveries that
earned India two points for an
early 2-0 advantage.

Later in the day, Putul
Sonowal continued India's su-
perb start in the bowls compe-
tition in Glasgow on Thursday,
pulling off a major upset on his
Commonwealth Games de-
but by beating reigning World
Champion and World Bowls
Hall of Fame inductee Ryan
Bester in men’s singles sec-
tional play. Sonowal started
his campaign in Section D of
the preliminary competition,
defeating Canada’s Bester in a
thrilling encounter.

berth with win over Pune, set to meet Goa Challengers

PANAJI (GOA)

Dabang Delhi TTC secured the fourth
and final semifinal berth in Ultimate
Table Tennis (UTT) Season 7 with a
10-5 victory over PBG Pune Jaguars
in Panaji on Thursday. The former
champions will now take on unbeat-
en league phase leaders Dempo Goa
Challengers in the first semifinal on
Friday, while HVR Kolkata Thunder-
Blades face defending champions U
Mumba TT in the second last-four
clash a day later.

Playing at the Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Indoor Stadium, Maria
Xiao starred for Delhi with com-
manding victories in the women's
singles and mixed doubles, while
captain Sathiyan Gnanasekaran once
again led from the front to guide his
side into the semifinals. Pune began
brightly through Omar Assar, but
Delhi responded with three succes-
sive match victories to take control
before closing out the tie.

Staged under the aegis of the Table
Tennis Federation of India (TTFI),
UTT Season 7 features 42 players
from around the world, including

14 Olympians, while continuing to
strengthen the Indian table tennis
ecosystem through elite competition
and year-round development initia-
tives.

Pune made the stronger start as
Omar Assar won the all-Egyptian
battle against Youssef Abdelaziz in

three games. Delhi responded em-
phatically through Xiao, who swept
aside Prithika Pavade in straight
games before partnering Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran to overpower Anirban
Ghosh and Diya Chitale in the mixed
doubles, handing Delhi a consider-
able advantage.

His team needing nine wins to
qualify, Sathiyan then produced
another captain's performance, de-
feating Snehit Suravajjula in three
games to seal the tie and confirm
Delhi's place in the semifinals. Sne-
hit's third-game victory, however,
ensured Delhi could not climb above
fourth place, setting up a daunting
semifinal against the unbeaten Dem-
po Goa Challengers. Diya Chitale
signed off Pune's campaign with a
hard-fought victory over Sutirtha
Mukherjee in the closing women's
singles.

Sathiyan was named both the
ChatGPT MatchIQ Player and Indian
Player of the Tie after leading Del-
hi into the semifinals. Xiao claimed
the Foreign Player of the Tie award,
while Pavade earned the Bisleri Shot
of the Tie honour.

Final scores

Dabang Delhi T.T.C 10-5 PBG Pune
Jaguars

Youssef Abdelaziz lost to Omar Assar
1-2 (8-11, 8-11, 11-8)

Maria Xiao bt. Prithika Pavade 3-o0
(11-7, 11-10, 11-7)

this possible. Despite chal-
lenging circumstances, the
Army has continued to organ-
ise and support the IndianOil
Durand Cup with profession-
alism and commitment. By
ensuring a safe, secure, and
well-organised tournament,
the Army has demonstrat-
ed how sport can become a
bridge between communities.
Their efforts go beyond host-
ing matches - they create an
atmosphere where football can
thrive, where people can come
together peacefully, and where
the youth are encouraged to
channelise their energy into
sport. In a state like Manipur,
where football is an emotion,
the return of the IndianOil
Durand Cup will send a pow-
erful message that hope, unity,
and peace can prevail through
sport. Football has the ability
to heal, inspire, and connect
people, and the Durand Cup
provides the perfect platform
for that spirit to flourish.

Top teams in
fray in Junior
Women Academy
Championship

GWALIOR

Top teams in the fray in the 4th
Hockey India Junior Women
Academy Championship 2026
(Zone A & B) are set to commence
on 24 July in Gwalior, Madhya
Pradesh, bringing together some
of the country's finest junior
women's hockey academies to
showcase the next generation of
Indian hockey talent.

The 11-day tournament will
conclude on August 3, with the
top teams from both pools com-
peting for the championship title.

A total of 12 academy teams
have been divided into two
pools of six teams each, with
every team playing the others
in its respective pool during the
league stage. The top two teams
from each pool will qualify for
the semi-finals, scheduled for
August 2, followed by the third-
place playoff and the final on
August 3. Pool A comprises Raja
Karan Hockey Academy, Khalsa
Hockey Academy (Amritsar),
Sports Authority of Gujarat.
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Radha Ramana: A Melody from

Small Films at ‘Karmakhya’
ROMANCHAKAM TRAII.EH LAUNGH

omanchakam has taken its promo-
Kions a step further with the release

f its first single, “Radha Rama-

na,” a melody filled with warmth, devotion,
and romance. Presented as the “Dance of
Brindavana,” the song captures the purity
of everlasting love through graceful visuals
and a soothing musical arrangement that

mar,

instantly leaves a lasting impression. The 3rd.

highlight of the number
is Vasuki Vaibhav, who
effortlessly balances the
roles of composer and
singer.
voice perfectly comple-
ments the composition,
while
soulful lyrics add poet-
ic beauty to every verse.
Together, they create a
song that resonates long
after it ends. Featuring
Sumanth Prabhas and
Ananthika
Romanchakam is
directed by newcomer
Venu Gopal Reddy and
presented by Sandeep
Reddy Vanga alongside
producer Pranay Red-
dy Vanga under Bhad-
rakali
association has signif-
icantly boosted excite-
ment for the youthful
romantic
After impressing audi-
ences with its vibrant poster and visually
striking glimpse, the film continues to build
momentum through music. Radha Ramana
showcases the film’s emotional depth while
reflecting the classy musical taste that au-
diences often associate with Sandeep Red-
dy Vanga’s creative choices. Romanchakam
gearing up.for.grand release on September

His melodious

Chandrabose’s

Sanilku-

Pictures. Their

entertainer.

Review of film ‘Uttar Da Puttar- Karam,
Kismat, and the Comedy of Wrong Directions

VIVEK SHUKLA

tar Da Puttar is a sharp,
timely Hindi comedy-so-
cial satire that arrives at the

right moment. Directed by Ravinder
Siwach from a story by Sandiip Kapur,
with screenplay contributions that
keep the tone light yet pointed, the film
stars Annu Kapoor in the central role
of a physics professor whose life be-
comes entangled with the very beliefs
he might otherwise dismiss. Released
theatrically on today (24 July 2026), it
is produced by Sandiip Kapur and Pri-
ya Kapur under Promodome Motion
Pictures, a banner already known for
content-driven work.The ensemble in-
cludes Rukhsar Rehman as Ginni, Bri-
jendra Kala, Pavan Malhotra, Ishtiyak
Khan, Jeeveshu Ahluwalia, Rajendra
Sethi, Sumit Gulati and Nitin Arora.
Together they deliver a film that laughs
at superstition without sneering at the
pe ople who hold it.The premise is de-
ceptively simple and culturally specific.
Vastu, astrology and numerology are
not treated as exotic background colour;
they sit at the heart of the story. The title
itself plays on “Uttar” (north) and the
idea that the right direction can change
one’s fortunes. Annu Kapoor’s professor
is a man who teaches rational science
to students preparing for the IIT en-
trance exams, yet finds himself drawn
into the same systems of faith and fate
that shape everyday Indian decisions.
The tagline “Karam Bade Ya Kismat?”
captures the central tension: does effort
matter more than destiny, or do the two
keep circling each other? The film does
not deliver a neat lecture. Instead it lets
comedy do the heavy lifting. Situations
escalate through misunderstandings,
stubborn beliefs and the quiet absurd-
ity of people rearranging their lives ac-
cording to directions and numbers. The
humour feels rooted rather than forced;
it comes from recognition. Annu Ka-
poor anchors everything with the ease
of a performer who has spent decades
moving between comedy, drama and
satire. His professor is neither a pure
skeptic nor a convert. He is a man try-
ing to hold on to reason while life keeps
presenting him with signs, coincidences
and well-meaning advice that refuse
to stay in their lane. The performance
is warm, precise and free of the broad
mannerisms that sometimes overtake
similar roles. Opposite him, Rukhsar
Rehman brings emotional clarity as
Ginni; their relationship, which in-
cludes a significant age difference and

S| S I

eventual marriage, is handled with a
mix of affection and practical compli-
cations that avoid both melodrama and
easy cynicism. The supporting cast is
uniformly strong. Brijendra Kala and
Pavan Malhotra, in particular, know
exactly how to land a comic beat with-
out tipping into caricature. The smaller
roles fill out a world that feels lived-in:
neighbours, colleagues, relatives and
opportunistic advisors who all have
opinions about the correct direction
one should face while sitting, sleeping
or starting a new venture. What elevates
the film beyond a string of jokes is its
refusal to mock belief itself. Supersti-
tion is shown to have real costs,delayed
decisions, strained relationships, mon-
ey spent on remedies that never quite
work-yet the people who turn to Vastu
or numerology are not painted as fools.
They are anxious, hopeful, sometimes
desperate for control in a chaotic world.
The satire works because it understands
that rationalism and faith often coexist
inside the same person. The professor’s
classroom scenes, where physics meets
the practical pressures of entrance
exams, quietly underline the point:
science is taught, but life continues to
demand other kinds of answers. The
film’s visual language supports this
balance. Cinematography keeps the
frame clear and uncluttered, allow-

ing the comedy of spatial obsession
(which way is north? does this
wall face the wrong direction?) to
register without visual noise. The
pacing is brisk; at roughly one
hour and forty-three minutes the
story never overstays its welcome.
There are minor limitations. A few
supporting characters remain clos-

er to types than fully rounded peo-

ple, and the third act leans a little

hard on resolution that feels tidier *‘ 4

than the messy questions the film
has raised. These are small com-
plaints in a work that largely suc-
ceeds at what it sets out to do. The
laughter is consistent, the social
observation is sharp, and the
emotional undercurrent never
feels grafted on. In an industry
still dominated by spectacle,
franchise logic and safe formu-
las, Uttar Da Puttar stands out
for trusting an idea that is both
local and universal: the human
need to find direction when life
feels directionless. We should
make such films. Cinema that
treats Indian social habits
with humour, honesty and a

measure of compassion is rarer than it
should be. Uttar Da Puttar proves that
a comedy about Vastu, destiny and
self-belief can be entertaining without
being empty, critical without being cru-
el. It respects the audience’s intelligence
and its cultural knowledge. More stories
like this-stories that start from every-
day contradictions and refuse to flatten
them into either pure ridicule or pure
endorsement-would enrich
Hindi cinema. They would
also give actors of Annu
Kapoor’s calibre the kind
of material that lets
them show range rath-
er than simply occupy
space. Content-driven
comedy with a social
spine is not a niche;
it is a necessity if
the industry wants
to stay connected
to the lives people
actually live. Ut-
tar Da Puttar is a
welcome reminder
of what becomes
possible when that
necessity is tak-
en seriously. This
film should not be
missed despite vocif-
erous Jantar Mantar
pro.
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Vijayashanti Backs

small-budget films, saying they often bring the freshest ideas and strongest stories

to the big screen. Speaking as the chief guest at the trailer launch of Karmakhya,
directed by Adhire Abhi (Abhinaya Krishna), she said greater support from audiences and
the media would help strengthen the Telugu film industry. Addressing the gathering, Vi-
jayashanti noted that while big-budget films receiv e wider attention, it is often small films
that showcase genuine creativity, innovation, and powerful storytelling. She urged audienc-
es to support such efforts, adding that doing so would encourage more talented actors, film-
makers, and technicians to enter the industry. She also highlighted the crucial role of the
media in promoting content-driven cinema. According to her, small-film producers need
strong media backing to ensure that unique stories reach a wider audience and receive the
recognition they deserve. Praising actress Abhinaya, Vijayashanti revealed that shaving her
head was not a mandatory requirement for the role, but the actress chose to do it purely
out of dedication to the character. She appreciated Abhinaya's commitment and expressed
confidence that audiences would reward her hard work with success. Speaking about her
own acting career, Vijayashanti said she is currently occupied with politics and has no im-
mediate plans to return to films. However, she added that she would certainly consider act-
ing again if offered a powerful story and a memorable role. Karmakhya is scheduled for a
theatrical release on July 31.

Veteran actress and politician Vijayashanti stressed the importance of encouraging

Mahendragiri Varahi Targets
This Release Date

umanth is all set to arrive with an unusual cinematic experience in Ma-
Shendragiri Varahi, a mythological mystery thriller directed by Santhossh
Jagarlapudi. The film is currently targeting September 11 for its theatrical
release, a date that could work significantly in its favour as there are no major Telugu
films expected to hit cinemas during the same period. The project has steadily cap-
tured attention ever since its teaser introduced audiences to its mysterious world,
promising an engaging blend of mythology, divine elements, and edge-of-the-seat
suspense. Every promotional asset released so far has only deepened the intrigue
surrounding the film. What truly sets the campaign apart, however, is its spiritually
inspired outreach. In a unique approach, the team has installed Va-
rahi idols in theatres across Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
transforming cinema halls into spaces that reflect the film’s
s N devotional essence while creating a powerful emotional
-9 connection with moviegoers. With the release date draw-
- ing closer, the makers are preparing an extensive promo-
% tional rollout packed with fresh content, special
~ events, and innovative campaigns aimed at
taking the excitement surrounding Mahen-
dragiri Varahi to the next level.

'Chennai Love Story' Creates Massive uzz;
Premiere Tickets Sold Out LikeHotcakes

sold-out status on so-
cial media, thanking
audiences for the tre-
mendous support. The
paid premiere strate-
gy, which has worked
well for several recent
Telugu films, appears
to be paying off once
again for Chennai
Love Story. Trade
circles believe the

Poung hero Kiran Abbavaram's upcoming film
Chennai Love Story is creating a
. strong buzz even before
its theatrical release. The roman-
tic entertainer is set to hit screens
worldwide on July 24, and the paid
premieres scheduled a day earlier
have received an overwhelming re-
sponse. Tickets for the premiere
¥ shows have been sold out across
most major centres in the Telu-
gu states, with several shows

already declared house- impressive advance
ful. Due to the bookings indicate

huge de- that the film is likely to reg-

mand, ister a strong opening at the box office. The

many film stars Kiran Abbavaram alongside Sri Gouri Priya in the

lead roles and is directed by Ravi Namburi. It is produced
by S.K.N and Sai Rajesh under the Mass Movie Makers and
Amrutha Productions banners, with Dheeraj Mogilineni
serving as co-producer. Sai Rajesh has also shared story
and screenplay credits with director Ravi Namburi. The
film has generated additional curiosity because it features
a story from Sai Rajesh, who previously delivered the block-
buster Baby. Veteran composer Mani Sharma has scored
the music for the romantic drama. With sold-out premiere

exhib- itors  have
added extra screens
in key locations.
Leading multiplex-
es such as Prasads,
AMB Cinemas, and
PVR in Hyderabad,
along with thea-
tres in Vijayawada,

Visakhapatnam, shows and strong advance bookings, Chennai Love Story
Kakinada, and Ra- has built impressive pre-release momentum. All eyes are
jahmundry, are  now on whether the film can translate this excitement into a

successful box-office run and become a major milestone in
Kiran Abbavaram's career.

witnessing  packed
bookings. The film's
team announced the

Kavya Thapar Dazzles
In Copper Sequin Gown

avya Thapar’s filmography reads like a string of near-misses. From
Ek Mini Katha to Eagle to Ooru Peru Bhairavakona, none of her out-

ings managed to click with audiences the way her team had hoped.
Her last theatrical appearance came in 2024’s Viswam alongside Gopichand,
which received mixed reviews and turned out to be only an average grosser at
the box office.Two years on, Kavya remains without a new theatrical release,
a quiet stretch in an otherwise steady career. Whether it’s selective choices
or a lack of the right offers, the actress hasn’t been seen on screen since. That
hasn’t stopped her from staying visible off-screen, though. Her latest red-car-
pet appearance in a shimmering copper-sequin gown proves she hasn’t lost
her spark, even as fans wait to see what her next project will be.
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