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Air India orders 
drug tests for 
5,000 pilots
NEW DELHI: Air 
India and Air India 
Express will conduct 
one-time drug tests on 
all their nearly 5,000 
pilots following a 
marijuana-positive test 
involving the pilot of 
the Phuket-Delhi flight 
that suffered a sudden 
300-foot altitude drop 
on August 4, injuring 24 
people. The screening, 
beginning Thursday, 
goes beyond the DGCA’s 
mandatory random test-
ing norms and is aimed 
at strengthening safety 
standards and reassur-
ing passengers.
The August 4 incident 
is under investigation 
by the Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau 
(AAIB). The DGCA rules 
provide for strict action, 
including licence suspen-
sion or cancellation, in 
confirmed and repeated 
cases of drug use.

Rahul: India 
missed chance to 
mediate Iran-US 
conflict
NEW DELHI: Leader 
of Opposition Rahul 
Gandhi on Thursday 
accused Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
of remaining on the 
sidelines while Pakistan 
played a mediating role 
in efforts to resolve the 
Iran-US conflict. 
Speaking at the 
Rachnatmak Congress 
National Convention, 
Gandhi said India had 
missed a “huge oppor-
tunity” to use its ties 
with Iran, the US and 
Russia to play a mean-
ingful role in ending the 
conflict.
“Iran is our old friend, 
and Russia and Amer-
ica are our friends. 
But Pakistan took our 
place,” he said.

12 Bills  
Passed, Just 

One Debated in  
Lok Sabha

v	 Assures 22-A Land-
owners of Protection of 
Genuine Rights

v	 Survey Numbers to 
Get Sub-Numbers to 
Resolve Land Issues

v	 11 Acres Allocated for 
Indiramma Towers for 
Urban Poor

v	 70,000 Government 
Jobs Filled in Two 
Years: Revanth 

HYDERABAD, AUG 14

 Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy has assured landowners 
whose properties have been in-
cluded in the prohibited list un-
der Section 22-A that they need 
not worry, stating that genuine 
rights holders would be pro-
tected and their grievances re-
solved. He said survey numbers 
of lands included in the pro-
hibited list would be assigned 
sub-numbers to facilitate the 
resolution of issues faced by le-

gitimate landowners. The Chief 
Minister was speaking at a 
public meeting after laying the 
foundation stone for the con-
struction of Indiramma Hous-
es (Towers) at KPHB Colony 
in Kukatpally, within the Core 
Urban (CURE) area of Hydera-
bad. Ministers Ponguleti Srini-

vas Reddy, D. Sridhar Babu and 
Ponnam Prabhakar, along with 
other public representatives, 
attended the bhoomi puja pro-
gramme.

Referring to the 22-A issue, 
Mr. Revanth Reddy said the 
entire extent of land covered 
by a survey number was some-

times included in the prohibit-
ed list when a portion of it was 
involved in a court dispute. 
The government, he said, was 
now separating the portions 
involved in litigation and as-
signing sub-numbers to the 
remaining land so that 
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22-A Landholders 
Need Not Fear: CM Revanth
Lays Foundation Stone for Indiramma Towers in Kukatpally

HYDERABAD, AUG.13 

The Telangana government on Thursday for-
mally launched its ambitious ‘Intintaa Indiramma 
Sewing Machines’ scheme aimed at economically 
empowering BC women and promoting self-em-
ployment through tailoring. Transport and BC 
Welfare Minister Ponnam Prabhakar launched the 
scheme at the Secretariat.

Speaking on the occasion, the Minister said 
the government, led by Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy, was according priority to self-employment 
and economic empowerment of BC women. The 
scheme was aimed at transforming women from 
beneficiaries of welfare programmes into self-em-
ployed entrepreneurs, he said. Under the scheme, 
1,19,000 automatic sewing machines would be dis-
tributed, with 1,000 machines allocated to each of 
the 119 Assembly constituencies in the State. 

Continued on Page 2 Ø

“I CAN’T BE BOUGHT FOR 
MONEY”: POCHARAM 

SRINIVAS REDDY
KAMAREDDY, AUG.13

 Banswada MLA Pocharam Srinivas 
Reddy said he had never changed political 
loyalties for money or a ministerial post, 
asserting that he could not be “bought”. 
Speaking at a workers’ meeting, Pocharam 
said he supported the Congress only with 
the expectation that development works in 
his constituency would be expedited and 
backed Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy for 
the same reason.

At the same time, he expressed regret 
over the difficulties he was facing within 
the Congress and reiterated his respect for 
BRS chief K. Chandrashekar Rao. He said 
he had been assured that pending constit-
uency works would be completed within 
six months, but alleged that ministers were 
now not responding to his calls. 

Hyderabad, Aug.13: BJP 
Telangana state president N. 
Ramchander Rao has called 
upon the youth to make “Na-
tion First” their guiding prin-
ciple and actively contribute to 
building a powerful and devel-
oped India.

Addressing a massive Tiran-
ga rally at Peddapalli district 
headquarters on Thursday as 
part of the 80th Independence 
Day celebrations, Rao said In-
dia’s economic progress was 
continuing despite wars and 

crises in several parts of the 
world, attributing the growth 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s leadership, decisive 
governance and develop-
ment-oriented policies.

The rally witnessed partici-
pation from BJP workers, stu-
dents, youth and the general 
public, who turned up carrying 
the national flag. MLC Mal-
ka Komuraiah, senior leader 
Gomasa Srinivas, district BJP 
president Karre Sanjeeva

Continued on Page 2 Ø 

YOUTH URGED TO LEAD INDIA's  
JOURNEY TOWARDS VIKSIT BHARAT

BRS LEADERS MOVE LOKAYUKTA OVER ALLEGED 
IRREGULARITIES IN LIFT IRRIGATION SCHEME
Hyderabad, Aug.13: Former BRS 

MLAs have approached the Lokayuk-
ta seeking a comprehensive probe 
into alleged irregularities in the Mak-
thal-Narayanpet-Kodangal Lift Irri-
gation Scheme being implemented in 
Narayanpet and Vikarabad districts.

BRS Narayanpet district president 
and former MLA S. Rajendhar Reddy, 
former Makthal MLA Chittem Rammo-
han Reddy and former Kodangal MLA 
Patnam Narendar Reddy lodged the 
complaint on Thursday, seeking action 
against those responsible if wrongdoing 

is established. Rajendhar Reddy alleged 
large-scale discrepancies in land acqui-
sition near Perapalla village, including 
claims of fake passbooks being used to 
secure compensation. He also alleged 
mismatches between survey numbers 
and actual land locations and said some 
farmers were shown as losing land to wa-
ter storage in Jayamma Cheruvu despite 
allegedly retaining their land.

The BRS leaders demanded trans-
parency in the project and strict action 
against officials or others found respon-
sible for corruption or violations. 

Indiramma 
Sewing Machines 
Scheme Launched

NEW DELHI, AUG 13: The National 
Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has 
fixed a 10-minute response time for am-
bulances to reach accident sites within a 
10-km radius, with a penalty of Rs 10,000 
for every delay. The new norms are part 
of measures to strengthen the Incident 
Management System (IMS) through the 
NHAI Care System and improve emer-
gency response on national highways.

Under the revised guidelines, ambu-
lances must transport accident victims 
to the nearest hospital within one hour 
of accepting a service ticket. Rejection 
of an emergency ticket will also attract a 
penalty of Rs 10,000. For incidents locat-
ed beyond a 10-km radius, the response 
time will be increased proportionately. The 
movement and response of ambulances 
will be monitored and verified through GPS 
tracking and the IMS Care Dashboard.

NHAI said nearly 3,000 ambulances, 
along with around 1,000 patrolling vehi-

cles and cranes, are currently deployed 
across nearly 50,000 km of national high-
ways. All on-road emergency response 
units have been equipped with AIS-140 
compliant GPS devices and dedicated 
mobile data terminals fitted with IoT 
SIMs to enable real-time tracking and 
monitoring. The 1033 helpline is opera-
tional across the national highway net-
work for reporting accidents and seeking 
emergency assistance. NHAI has direct-
ed all agencies concerned to ensure strict 
compliance with the prescribed response 
times, stressing that delays in providing 
emergency assistance can have serious 
consequences for public health and safety.

NHAI SETS 10-MINUTE AMBULANCE 
RESPONSE DEADLINE

FSSAI Faces SC Heat Over 
WARNING LABELS

NEW DELHI, AUG 13

The Supreme Court on 
Thursday pulled up the Food 
Safety and Standards Author-
ity of India (FSSAI) for failing 
to introduce front-of-pack 
warning labels on packaged 
food products indicating their 
sugar, salt and saturated fat 
content.

A Bench headed by Justice 
J.B. Pardiwala questioned the 
food regulator over the de-
lay and asked whether it did 
not want children to grow up 
healthy.

The court was hearing a 
petition filed by Kerala-based 
NGO 3S and Our Health Soci-
ety, seeking directions to the 
Centre to introduce warning 
labels on the front of pack-
aged food products.

Expressing displeasure 
over the lack of progress, 
Justice Pardiwala questioned 
Additional Solicitor General 
Brijender Chahar about the 
FSSAI’s compliance with the 
court’s earlier directions.

“We are doing this in public 
interest. Keep it in mind. We 
are not doing it for ourselves,” 

the Bench said, asking the 
government whether it would 
act on its own or whether the 
court should issue an order.

Mr. Chahar submitted that 
nearly one-third of enterpris-
es were involved in tradition-
al food products and cited the 
possibility of items such as 
namkeen being categorised 
as unhealthy under the pro-
posed system.

The Bench, however, 
stressed the need to protect 
children from unhealthy 
food choices. “You should be 
concerned about the health 
of young children. They are 

addicted,” Justice Pardiwala 
observed.

The petition seeks manda-
tory front-of-pack warning 
labels to provide consumers 
with clear and easily under-
standable information about 
the nutritional content of 
packaged foods.

In an earlier affidavit, the 
FSSAI had stated that the 
proposed front-of-pack label-
ling format was in line with 
global practices and was in-
tended to provide consumers 
with simplified information 
on the nutritional content of 
food products.
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(NSS): Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy appealed to the 
Telangana people to ensure 
their votes are not deleted in 
the ongoing SIR (Special Inten-
sive Revision).

The Chief Minister warned 
that some political forces were 
conspiring to delete votes in 
Telangana as West Bengal wit-
nessed the removal of lakhs 
of votes before the Assembly 
elections. Participating in the 
Minorities Excellence Summit 
at the Komaram Bheem Adi-
vasi Bhavan in Banjara Hills 
on Thursday, Revanth Reddy 
said that some forces were at-
tempting to have votes deleted 
in the 'SIR'.

Following their victory in 
West Bengal, some political 
parties have set their sights on 
Telangana as their next target. 
However, Revanth Reddy as-
serted that the Congress would 
actively prevent any attempts 
to fraudulently delete voters’ 
names from the electoral rolls 
in the State. The Chief Minis-
ter urged the Congress cadre 
to visit every household and 
check everyone's vote, ensur-

ing that not a single eligible 
person loses their right to vote. 
“Everyone must become a Re-
vanth Reddy and safeguard the 
right to vote," he said.

Stating that Hindus and 
Muslims are two eyes for him, 
Revanth Reddy pointed out 
that Union Minister Amit Shah 
stated the 4% reservation for 
minorities would be removed if 
the BJP came to power in Tel-
angana.

"We already challenged 
Amit Shah to first remove the 
Muslim quota in Gujarat. The 
credit for implementing 4 per 
cent reservation for minorities 
goes to the Congress party. Our 
government has implemented 
the 4 per cent reservation ef-
fectively, and the youth have 
secured jobs in Group-1 and 
Group-2 services. We ensured 
minorities were given their due 
place under our government. 

Even though some forces tried 
to stall the recruitment process 
by approaching the Supreme 
Court, we pursued the mat-
ter seriously and successfully 
completed the appointments," 
Revanth Reddy said.

Listing out the welfare and 
development programmes 
meant for the minority com-
munity, the Chief Minister said 
a member from the minority 
community was appointed to 
the Telangana Public Service 
Commission.

Former Indian Cricket Cap-
tain Mohd Azaruddin was giv-
en the Minister post in the state 
cabinet, provided a Group-1 
level job to world boxing cham-
pion Nikhat Zareen with a cash 
prize of ₹3 crore and also ap-
pointed cricketer Mohammed 
Sirajuddin as DSP, the Chief 
Minister said.

Revanth Reddy emphasised 
that minority youth should ac-
quire skills alongside their ed-
ucation to grab the numerous 
job opportunities in Germany 
and Japan.

The Chief Minister thanked 
the Muslims for their cooper-
ation to reach the position of 
Chief Minister of Telangana. 

CM URGES PEOPLE TO  SAFEGUARD 

THEIR VOTES AMID SIR
CM REVANTH REDDY WARNS 20% OF  
VOTES MAY GET DELETED IN SIR
CM orders in charge ministers to hold reviews and 
prepare a report on every assembly constituency

Expose BRS and BJP conspiracy in deletion of votes
Hyderabad : Chief Min-

ister Shri A Revanth Reddy 
warned that there is a risk 
of losing 21 per cent of votes 
in the SIR process. The Chief 
Minister held the in charge 
ministers and leaders ap-
pointed at booth level re-
sponsible for not taking the 
responsibility of protecting 
the votes from the deletion 
in the list.

The CM ordered the con-
cerned in-charge ministers 
to conduct reviews with the 
in-charges of Parliamentary 
and Assembly constituen-
cies in their respective dis-
tricts and rectify the issues. 
The ministers were also in-
structed to conduct reviews 
in the districts in the next 
two days. District in-charge 
ministers must prepare a re-
port for every constituency, 

the Chief minister said that 
the assembly constituency 
in-charges must stay in their 
constituencies for four days, 
identify issues, and resolve 
them comprehensively.

CM Revanth Reddy also 
warned that the party would 
not tolerate any failure to 
proceed with a proper ac-
tion plan in tune with the 
AICC directions. In the 
Zoom meeting attended by 
senior Congress leaders, the 
Chief Minister said that if 
the leaders failed to proceed 
cautiously , it will result in 
significant political damage 
in the future. The CM also 
instructed the leaders to ex-
pose the conspiracy by the 
BRS and BJP to delete votes 
and stressed that everyone 
must move forward with a 
sense of responsibility.

Øfrom page 1
genuine rights holders could 

get their issues resolved.
“If your land has been in-

cluded in 22-A for any reason, 
the plots purchased by genuine 
rights holders will not go any-
where. I assure you of this. In 
cases where there are court 
disputes, the entire land cov-
ered by the survey number was 
included in the prohibited list. 
We are setting aside the por-
tions involved in court cases 
and assigning sub-numbers to 
the remaining portions to re-
solve the issue. Nobody needs 
to worry about this,” the Chief 
Minister said. Mr. Revanth 
Reddy also asked Minister D. 
Sridhar Babu to give special 
attention to the development 
needs of Kukatpally and ensure 
that the constituency received 
the required infrastructure and 
employment opportunities.

“Do whatever is required 
for the people of Kukatpally. I 
have got an opportunity to re-
pay the debt I owe to the people 
of this area. The constituency 
should be given special at-
tention in matters relating to 
roads, flyovers, restoration of 
lakes, schools and colleges, and 
industries required to create 
employment and livelihood op-
portunities,” he told the minis-
ter.

The Chief Minister urged 
people to compare the devel-
opment and welfare initiatives 
implemented during the pre-
vious government with those 
undertaken during the last two 
years.

“People should compare the 
previous government with the 

last two years of our govern-
ment in terms of development 
and implementation of welfare 
schemes. We have not discon-
tinued any welfare programme 
that was implemented by the 
previous government. In addi-
tion, we have introduced sev-
eral new welfare programmes,” 
he said. Listing out the govern-
ment's welfare measures, Mr. 
Revanth Reddy said 3.28 crore 
people in Telangana were being 
provided six kilograms of fine 
rice per person. The govern-
ment was also providing 200 
units of free electricity and 
cooking gas cylinders at ₹500.

He said one crore Indiram-
ma sarees had been distributed 
to women. The free travel facil-
ity provided by the Telangana 
State Road Transport Corpo-
ration (TGSRTC), he said, had 
enabled women travelling for 
employment, education and 
other purposes to save ₹6,000 
to ₹7,000 every month.

“We have already paid 
₹12,000 crore to the RTC,” he 
said.

The Chief Minister said self-
help groups had been provided 
bank linkage of ₹65,000 crore 
and the government had paid 
₹2,500 crore towards interest. 
He said 1,000 buses had been 
purchased in the names of 
women’s self-help groups and 
hired out to the RTC, creating 
an additional source of income 
for the groups.

He said the government had 
also facilitated opportunities 
for the establishment of 1,000 
MW of solar power generation 
plants.

Mr. Revanth Reddy said the 

government had provided 3.5 
acres of valuable land at Shil-
paramam for setting up Indira 
Mahila Bazaars. The facility, 
he said, would enable women 
to sell products made by them 
in different parts of the State, 
from the forests of Adilabad to 
Achampet.

He also claimed that 70,000 
government jobs had been 
filled within two years.

“Within two years, we have 
filled 70,000 government jobs 
across various departments,” 
he said.

Indiramma Towers in 
Kukatpally
The Chief Minister said the 

construction of Indiramma 
Towers on 11 acres of land in 
Kukatpally, valued at hundreds 
of crores of rupees, was being 
undertaken with the objective 
of providing permanent hous-
ing to the urban poor.

“We have taken up a remark-
able programme to construct 
Indiramma Towers on 11 acres 
of land in Kukatpally, which is 
worth hundreds of crores of 
rupees. Our intention is to pro-
vide houses to poor people at 
the very locations where they 
are currently living,” he said.

He directed the ministers 
concerned to consider waiving 
registration charges for houses 
being constructed for the poor.

Mr. Revanth Reddy said the 
government was providing 
land free of cost to eligible poor 
beneficiaries for the construc-
tion of houses.

“We are providing the entire 
land free of cost to the poor for 
the houses being constructed 
now. If beneficiaries contrib-

ute ₹5 lakh to ₹6 lakh towards 
the construction cost, they will 
have the right to monitor the 
construction and inspect the 
progress of the work whenever 
they wish,” he said.

The Chief Minister said the 
government was committed to 
helping poor families realise 
their dream of owning a house.

“We are moving forward 
with the objective of provid-
ing poor people with their 
own homes. We will stand by 
them 100 per cent to fulfil their 
dream of owning a house,” he 
said. He said the first phase of 
the housing programme would 
focus on areas with a high con-
centration of poor people, in-
cluding Kukatpally, Quthbul-
lapur, Medchal, Cantonment, 
LB Nagar and Uppal.

The programme would also 
cover areas where people had 
migrated from other districts, 
States and countries in search 
of employment, he said. The 
government, he added, was 
working to provide proper 
housing to such families.

Cyberabad 
Commissionerate
The Chief Minister said the 

government had taken steps 
to simplify administration and 
improve public convenience.

“Earlier, whenever people 
wanted to get any work done, 
they had to go around the 
gram panchayat, municipality 
and corporation offices. Peo-
ple would spend most of their 
time going from one office to 
another. For the convenience of 
the people, we established the 
Cyberabad Commissionerate,” 
he said.

22-A Landholders 
Need Not Fear: CM Revanth

Øfrom page 1
Each machine, valued at Rs 12,000, would be provided 

with 100 per cent subsidy, imposing no financial burden 
on the beneficiaries. Applications from eligible BC wom-
en would be accepted from August 15 to September 15,  
Prabhakar said.

The scheme is primarily aimed at providing self-em-
ployment opportunities to unemployed BC women inter-
ested in tailoring. As per the guidelines, priority would 
be given to the poorest of the poor, widows, single wom-
en, homeless women, orphans, persons with disabilities 
and women with tailoring experience. The Minister said 
beneficiary selection would be carried out in a complete-
ly transparent manner in accordance with government 
guidelines. Beneficiaries would also be required to un-
dergo training in the operation of the sewing machines. 
Ponnam Prabhakar said a large number of women were 
expected to apply for the scheme and 1.19 lakh eligible 
women would be covered in the first phase. The govern-
ment would take steps to expand the scheme in future 
and extend its benefits to more BC women, he added. The 
Minister also announced that Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy would unveil the statues of Mahatma Jyotirao 
Phule and Savitribai Phule at 4 p.m. on August 14, oppo-
site the HMDA Grounds.

He further said the Chief Minister would unveil the 
statue of Sardar Sarvai Papanna Goud on Tank Bund on 
August 18 to mark the birth anniversary of the legendary 
leader. Government Advisor V. Hanumantha Rao, Gov-
ernment Whips Aadi Srinivas and Birla Ilaiah, MLAs 
Eerlapalli Shankarayya, Naveen Yadav, and Kaleru Ven-
katesh, chairpersons of various caste corporations, BC 
Welfare department secretary Balamaya Devi, and BC 
Welfare department officials Mallayya Battu and Alok 
Kumar, among others, participated in the programme. 

Indiramma 
Sewing Machines 
Scheme Launched

Øfrom page 1
Reddy and other leaders 

participated. On this occasion, 
Rao said India had emerged 
as the world’s fourth-largest 
economy and stressed that 
students and young people 
would play a crucial role in 

taking the country towards 
the goal of "Viksit Bharat".

He highlighted initiatives 
including "Make in India, 
Startup India, Stand-Up India 
and MUDRA", saying they had 
helped lakhs of young people 
become entrepreneurs and job 

creators. Rao also pointed to 
the expansion of educational 
institutions, stating that the 
number of IITs had increased 
from 16 to 23 and NITs from 
six to 25. He said the establish-
ment of AIIMS institutions and 
reforms in higher education had 

strengthened the country’s edu-
cational infrastructure. With 
Independence Day approach-
ing, Rao urged citizens to safe-
guard national unity and integ-
rity and work collectively with a 
"Nation First" resolve to build a 
New India. 

YOUTH URGED TO LEAD INDIA's...

HYDERABAD, AUG.13 

Transport and R&B Special 
Chief Secretary Vikas Raj on 
Thursday directed officials to 
expedite arrangements for the 
Independence Day celebrations 
to be held at Golconda Fort on 
Saturday.

Vikas Raj inspected the venue 
along with senior officials of the 
departments concerned and re-
viewed the arrangements for the 
celebrations.

In view of the monsoon, he re-
viewed arrangements including 
waterproof shamianas, a water-
proof generator, uninterrupted 
power supply, drinking water, 
barricading, galleries, seating for 
guests, students and the public, 
and sound systems. 

Vikas Raj directed officials to 
ensure that the programme was 
conducted smoothly without 
causing any inconvenience to at-
tendees.

The Special Chief Secretary 
instructed officials to strictly ad-
here to protocol and ensure that 
there were no lapses in the con-
duct of the programme. He also 
directed them to expedite stage 
arrangements and beautification 

works.
As a large number of students 

from government and private 
schools across the district are 
expected to attend the celebra-
tions, Vikas Raj directed officials 
to make adequate arrangements 
for their convenience. He in-
structed Education department 
officials to ensure that every ve-
hicle transporting students has a 
designated liaison officer.

With the Chief Minister, Min-
isters, dignitaries and public rep-
resentatives scheduled to attend 
the celebrations, he directed offi-
cials to make elaborate arrange-
ments and complete all works 
meticulously on a priority basis.

Vikas Raj, along with senior 
officials, also witnessed the po-
lice guard of honour and parade 
to be presented to the Chief Min-
ister. 

Officials told to ensure 
foolproof arrangements 
for I-Day celebrations

HYDERABAD, AUG.13 

BRS MLC Sravan Dasoju 
launched a scathing attack on 
the growing administrative 
indifference, bureaucratic 
apathy, and blatant protocol 
violations directed towards 
elected representatives in 
Telangana. Emphasizing that 
democracy thrives on ac-
countability and institutional 
respect, he urged the commit-
tee to set strong precedents to 
hold the executive machinery 
accountable.

Speaking at the Legislative 
Council Privileges Committee 
meeting, Sravan said MLCs 
do not seek ceremonial hon-
ours but have every right to 
receive responses from gov-
ernment officials to issues 

raised on behalf of the public. 
“If an MLC’s letter is not even 
acknowledged by senior offi-
cials, how can an ordinary cit-
izen expect a response from 
the government?” he asked.

Sravan urged the Coun-
cil Secretariat to frame and 
circulate a clear operational 
definition of legislative priv-
ileges and demanded equal 
treatment for MLCs in the 
allocation of Constituency 
Development Funds. He also 
sought parity between the 
Legislative Assembly and 
Council in the tabling of Bills, 
inquiry reports and policy 
documents.

He alleged protocol viola-
tions involving constitutional 
authorities and claimed that 
elected representatives were 

being selectively excluded 
from official programmes. 
He also raised concerns over 
RTI applications submitted 
by legislators allegedly being 
ignored.

Referring to an incident 
at Nampally Court, Sravan 
alleged that police personnel 
obstructed him despite iden-
tifying himself as an MLC and 
practising advocate.

He urged the Privileges 
Committee to take firm ac-
tion and establish clear rules 
to ensure that the executive 
remains accountable to the 
legislature. “Administrative 
institutions must be respon-
sive and accountable for de-
mocracy to truly serve the 
people”, Sravan said. 

"NO RESPECT NEEDED, BUT ADMINISTRATIVE 
RESPONSE IS A MUST": MLC SRAVAN

HYDERABAD, AUG.13 

Srimad Ramayanam, a 
verse epic authored by noted 
poet and senior officer Sha-
shikiran Komandur, Joint 
Secretary to the Governor of 
Telangana, has been selected 
for the prestigious Suravaram 
Pratap Reddy Telugu Univer-
sity Literary Award for 2024.

Komandur has pursued his 
literary interests for nearly 
two decades while simultane-
ously discharging his admin-
istrative responsibilities.

Written in a simple and ac-
cessible idiom while adhering 
to classical metres, Srimad 

Ramayanam seeks to present 
the epic in a form that can 
be easily understood and ap-
preciated by general readers. 
The book has been published 
by reputed publishing house 
Emesco.

Apart from his literary ac-
complishments, Komandur is 
known among his colleagues 
for his integrity, ethical val-
ues and commitment to pub-
lic service. His adherence to 
these principles was also evi-
dent when he was earlier con-
sidered for a Sahitya Akademi 
Award of the Government of 
India.  As he was then serving 
in the office of the concerned 

Union Minister, he chose not 
to accept the honour, stating 
that accepting an award from 
the department in which he 
was serving could raise ques-
tions of propriety.

The conferment of the Telu-
gu University Literary Award 
on Komandur has been wel-
comed by poets, writers and 
senior officials, who congrat-
ulated him and appreciated 
his contribution to Telugu lit-
erature. Following his selec-
tion for the award, Komandur 
was felicitated at Lok Bhavan 
in Hyderabad by members of 
the Group-I Officers’ Associa-
tion and Lok Bhavan officials. 

‘Srimad Ramayanam’ selected 
for Suravaram Pratap Reddy 

Telugu University Award

HYDERABAD, AUG.13 

Officials are accountable 
to the people and must work 
with dedication to resolve 
public grievances, State-level 
Prajavani In-charge and Tel-
angana State Planning Board 
Vice-Chairman Dr. G. Chinna 
Reddy said here on Thursday.

Addressing a training pro-
gramme at Mahatma Jyotiba 
Phule Praja Bhavan for 560 
MPDOs designated as Man-
dal Prajavani Nodal Officers, 
Chinna Reddy said officials 
must patiently hear citizens, 
receive their applications and 
make every effort to resolve 
genuine grievances at the field 

level without keeping them 
pending. Reminding officials 
that “people are the masters”, 
he urged the MPDOs to up-
hold the trust placed in them 
by Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy and make Prajavani an 
effective platform for providing 
relief to the poor and disadvan-
taged.

Chinna Reddy said the 
State-level Chief Minister’s 
Prajavani had achieved a 75 
percent success rate in griev-
ance resolution and called 
upon district and mandal of-
ficials to work with similar 
commitment. He said Man-
dal-level Prajavani will be 
launched across Telangana 

from August 17 for the first 
time, and directed officials to 
make arrangements including 
department-wise grievance 
desks, application assistance 

counters, drinking water and 
medical facilities, and special 
support for senior citizens and 
persons with disabilities.

State Nodal Officer K. 
Vidyasagar said officials must 
remember that they are “pub-
lic servants” and should take 
responsibility not merely for 
receiving petitions but also for 
ensuring their resolution.

Chief Minister’s OSD Vemu-
la Srinivasulu urged officials to 
listen to people with patience 
and empathy, noting that many 
approach Prajavani after facing 
problems for a long time.

Panchayat Raj and Rural 
Development Commissioner 
Divya Devarajan said a patient 

hearing itself resolves “half 
the problem” and stressed that 
grievances must be followed 
up until appropriate action is 
taken.

Experts also trained the 560 
MPDOs on grievance regis-
tration, processing, inter-de-
partmental coordination and 
public facilitation procedures 
to ensure a smooth and peo-
ple-friendly implementation of 
Mandal Prajavani.

Director of Planning Sheikh 
Meera, CM Prajavani ACP 
Umender, Deputy Collector 
Venkateshwarlu, Centre for 
Good Governance official Su-
shila and other officials partic-
ipated. 

560 MPDOs TRAINED FOR MANDAL-LEVEL 

PRAJAVANI LAUNCH FROM AUG 17

HYDERABAD, AUG.13 

BRS general secretary RS 
Praveen Kumar has ques-
tioned the Congress govern-
ment’s failure to file a coun-
ter-affidavit in a High Court 
case challenging the Kalyana 
Lakshmi scheme. Addressing 
a press conference at Telan-
gana Bhavan, the BRS leader 
said advocate and activist 
Vijay Gopal had filed a Pub-
lic Interest Litigation (PIL) 
in the High Court on July 8, 

questioning the constitution-
al validity of the scheme and 
arguing that welfare pro-
grammes should have statu-
tory backing.

Praveen Kumar said notic-
es were issued to the Principal 
Secretaries of the BC Welfare, 
SC Welfare, Tribal Welfare 
and Minority Welfare depart-
ments after the petition was 
admitted. However, the gov-
ernment had failed to file its 
counter despite the matter be-
ing adjourned four times, he 

alleged. He questioned why 
the Congress government had 
remained silent despite being 
given a month’s time by the 
High Court. He also sought 
an explanation from Minis-
ter Ponnam Prabhakar and 
other welfare ministers over 
their recent statements on the 
issue. Praveen Kumar alleged 
that the developments could 
pave the way for attempts to 
halt the Kalyana Lakshmi 
scheme and demanded clarity 
from the government.

BRS QUESTIONS GOVT SILENCE OVER KALYANA LAKSHMI PIL
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Patriotism must begin at every home

​HYDERABAD

Responding to the call given 
by the Joint Council of Postal 
Employees (CHQ), the Telan-
gana Circle unit organized a 
massive day-long Circle-lev-
el Dharna at Dak Sadan, 
Hyderabad, demanding the 
immediate settlement of the 
long-pending charter of de-
mands for postal employees, 
Gramin Dak Sevaks (GDS), 
and retired staff.

​A large number of em-
ployees and trade union rep-
resentatives from across all 
divisions of Telangana Circle 
participated enthusiastically 
and made the programme a 
grand success.

​Key Demands
​DA Merger: Immediate 

merger of Dearness Allow-
ance (DA) with Basic Pay.

​Interim Relief: Grant of 
Interim Relief (IR) to postal 
employees.

​Pay Revision for GDS: Con-
stitution of a separate Pay 
Commission or an appropri-
ate pay revision mechanism 
for GDS employees.

​CGHS Facilities: Extension 
of CGHS facilities to GDS 
employees and improved 
medical benefits for retired 
employees.

​Settlement of Demands: 
Settlement of all long-pend-
ing issues mentioned in the 
Charter of Demands.

​The protest was addressed 
by CHQ Leader Com. Suresh, 
General Secretary Com. 
Mukthar Ahmed, Confeder-
ation Railway Mail Service 
Telangana Circle Secretary 
com Muthesh and Postal Co-
ordination Committee Chair-
man Com. Jalal, along with 
various union leaders. The 
leaders urged the Govern-
ment to initiate immediate 
negotiations and resolve the 
pending issues without fur-
ther delay.

Hoist the national flag at every home for three days, says Dr Komatireddy Gopal Reddy

Joint Council of Postal Employees 
Holds Massive Circle-Level Dharna 

at Dak Sadan in Telangana
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Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer, 
Traction, Hyderabad

Sr.DEE/TRD/HYB acting for and on 

behalf of The President of India invites 

E-Tenders against Tender No. 
21_2026-27_Sr.DEE_TRD_HYB, dt: 
1 2 . 0 8 . 2 0 2 6 ,  c l o s i n g  d a t e : 

03.09.2026, 15:00 hrs. Bidders will be 

able to submit their original/revised 

bids up to closing date and time only. 

Manual offers are not allowed against 

this tender and any such manual offer 

received shall be ignored. 

1. Description of work :  Hyderabad 

Division - modif icat ion of OHE 

arrangement for avoiding live OHE 

portion on platform in KCG depot 

jurisdiction of HYB Division. Tender 

Advertised Cost :(`) 92,94,252.00/- 

EMD : (`) 1,85,900.00/- Completion 

period : 12 Months Date of Closing : 

03.09.2026

Website particulars : www.ireps.gov.in  

Notice Board Location where 
complete details of tender can be 

seen. : Office of the Sr.DEE/TrD/HYB, 

Hyderabad Bhavan, Secunderabad - 

500025.

NOTICE INVITING 

Follow us on     @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of 
S.C Railway can be seen on our 

website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Tender No. 21_2026-27_Sr.DEE_
TRD_HYB, dt: 12.08.2026
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Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer, 
Traction, Hyderabad

Sr.DEE/TRD/HYB acting for and on 

behalf of The President of India invites 

E-Tenders against Tender No. 
22_2026-27_Sr.DEE_TRD_HYB, dt: 
1 2 . 0 8 . 2 0 2 6 ,  c l o s i n g  d a t e : 

03.09.2026, 15:00 hrs. Bidders will be 

able to submit their original/revised 

bids up to closing date and time only. 

Manual offers are not allowed against 

this tender and any such manual offer 

received shall be ignored. 

1. Description of work :  Hyderabad 

Division - Replacement of rusted 

cantilevers and copper bus bar in place 

of Al bus bar for isolator in KCG depot 

jurisdiction. Tender Advertised Cost 

: (` )  59,01 ,301.00 / -  EMD :  (` ) 

1,18,000.00/- Completion period : 12 

Months Date of Closing : 03.09.2026

Website particulars : www.ireps.gov.in  

Notice Board Location where 
complete details of tender can be 

seen. : Office of the Sr.DEE/TrD/HYB, 

Hyderabad Bhavan, Secunderabad - 

500025.

NOTICE INVITING Tender No. 22_2026-27_Sr.DEE_
TRD_HYB, dt: 12.08.2026
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Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer, 
Traction, Hyderabad 

Sr.DEE/TRD/HYB acting for and on 

behalf of The President of India invites 

E-Tenders against Tender No. 
23_2026-27_Sr.DEE_TRD_HYB, dt: 
1 2 . 0 8 . 2 0 2 6 ,  c l o s i n g  d a t e : 

04.09.2026, 15:00 hrs. Bidders will be 

able to submit their original/revised 

bids up to closing date and time only. 

Manual offers are not allowed against 

this tender and any such manual offer 

received shall be ignored. 

1. Description of work : Hyderabad 

Division - SW (I) - Kaukuntla Station 

provision of traction to ballast siding - 

Electrical TRD arrangements. Tender 

Advertised Cost :(`) 71,17,835.00/-

EMD : (`) 1,42,400.00/- Completion 

period : 12 Months Date of Closing : 

04.09.2026

Website particulars : www.ireps.gov.in  

Notice Board Location where 
complete details of tender can be 

seen. : Office of the Sr.DEE/TrD/HYB, 

Hyderabad Bhavan, Secunderabad - 

500025.

NOTICE INVITING Tender No. 23_2026-27_Sr.DEE_
TRD_HYB, dt: 12.08.2026
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For further tender conditions / 
details and for downloading the 

tender documents,
Please visit website at 

https://www.ireps.gov.in or 
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Divisional Electrical Engineer,
(Elec.)/Nanded   

For and on Behalf of President of India, 
the undersigned invites E-tenders for 
the following works. 

1. Tender No : NED/E-22/2026-27 
Name of the work :  Nanded division - 
RPF office Building at HNL, GNH and 
NSL along-with Amenities and 06 bed 
Capacity Rest Room - Electrical 
Arrangements. Approximate cost :(`) 
37,15,609.00Bid Security : (`) 
74,300/- Validity of offer : 60 days 
Period of completion : 12 Months 
Available at : www.ireps.gov.in. 
under Nanded Division Administration 
Date and time of closing :  15.00 hrs 
of 02.09.2026

2. Tender No : NED/GS-01/2026-27 
Name of the work :  Nanded division: 
1)Provision of 4 Nos. of Escalators 
under Improvement /upgradation of 
Electrical Amenities at NSG-3 category 
Amrit Bharat Stations(NSL-2 and PBN-
2) of Nanded Division.

2) Provision of 10 Nos. of Escalators 
under Improvement/upgradation of 
Electrical Amenities at NSG-4 category 
Amrit Bharat Stations (PAU-3, WHM-4, 
ADB-3) of Nanded Division.

3) Provision of 8 Nos. of Escalators 
under Improvement /upgradation of 
Electrical Amenities at NSG-5 category 
Amrit Bharat Stations (HNL-2, MUE-4 
& SELU-2) of Nanded Division. 
A p p r o x i m a t e  c o s t  : ( ` ) 
14,10,14,390.00 Bid Security : (`) 
28,20,300/- Validity of offer : 90 days 
Period of completion : 09 Months 
Available at : www.ireps.gov.in. 
under Nanded Division Administration 
Date and time of closing :  15.00 hrs 
of 02.09.2026

For Bid document and other details, 
login to http://www.ireps.gov.in. Any 
corrigenda  will be issued online only.  

NOTICE INVITING Tender Notice No. NED/ E-22 & 
GS-01 /2026-27 dt. 11.08.2026,
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	Lotus Public School marks 
80th Independence Day 
with ‘Ghar Ghar Tiranga’ 
initiative

	Over 320 students join 
patriotic rally; 320-foot 
National Flag becomes 
highlight

HYDERABAD

Patriotism must begin at every home 
and become part of the everyday life 
of every citizen, said Dr Lion Komat-
ireddy Gopal Reddy, eminent educa-
tionist and environmentalist, Founder 
Chairman of the World Federation for 
Children’s Rights, Transformational 
Advisor and Chairman of Lotus Public 
Schools.

The remarks were made during 
the pre-Independence Day celebra-
tions held at Lotus Public School, Dil-
sukhnagar, Hyderabad, on Thursday, 
ahead of India’s 80th Independence 
Day.

Dr Gopal Reddy inaugurated the 
‘Ghar Ghar Tiranga’ initiative and ap-
pealed to every Lotus student to hoist 
the National Flag at their homes for 
three days. He said the initiative was 
intended to take the spirit of Indepen-
dence Day beyond school campuses 
and into every family.

‘Patriotism is a responsibility’

“Patriotism is not confined to sing-
ing the National Anthem or hoisting 
the National Flag. It is about accepting 
responsibility towards the nation, ful-
filling our duties towards society and 
protecting our natural environment,” 
Dr Gopal Reddy said.

India had overcome several chal-
lenges since Independence and 
emerged as a major nation in the world, 
he said. The next generation, however, 
would face new challenges relating to 
climate change, water security, pollu-
tion, environmental degradation and 
rapidly changing technology.

“Schools have a responsibility to pre-
pare children not merely for examina-
tions and careers, but also to become 
responsible citizens capable of contrib-
uting to the future of the country,” he 
said.

He called upon students to work to-
wards a Clean India, Green India, Bet-
ter India and Sustainable India.

‘Save Water, Save 
Power, Save Nature’

Dr Gopal Reddy urged students to 
understand that nation-building be-
gins with simple actions in everyday 
life. Saving water and electricity, pro-
tecting trees, keeping surroundings 
clean, reducing plastic consumption 
and caring for nature should become 
part of every child’s daily routine, he 
said.

“The values we give children to-

day will shape the India of tomorrow. 
Along with academic knowledge, every 
child must develop a sense of national, 
social and environmental responsibili-
ty,” he said.

320-foot National 
Flag draws attention

A major attraction of the celebra-
tions was a special presentation in 
which 320 students carried a 320-foot-
long National Flag, symbolising unity, 
national pride and collective responsi-
bility.

The programme was attended by 
special guest and former corporator 
Baddam Premeshwar Reddy, Lotus 
Lap Group of Schools Director and 
Komatireddy Manjula Rani Founda-
tion Director Komatireddy Abhishek 
Reddy, Vice-Principal Madhavi Sang-
hi, Administrative Officer Bobbili 
Swathi Reddy, teachers and parents.

Patriotic rally through 
Dilsukhnagar

More than 320 students partici-
pated in a patriotic rally that began at 
the Lotus Public School, Dilsukhnagar 
branch, and proceeded through the 
Saibaba Temple and Metro Station ar-
eas.

Carrying the Tricolour and raising 
slogans such as ‘Vande Mataram’, ‘Jai 
Hind’ and ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’, the 
students conveyed messages of patri-
otism, national unity, water conserva-

tion, energy conservation, cleanliness 
and environmental protection to the 
public.

Preparing children 
for the India of 2047

The school management said the 
celebrations were designed not mere-
ly as a ceremonial observance but as 
an opportunity for students to under-
stand the history of India’s freedom 
struggle, the country’s journey since 
Independence and their role in shaping 
its future.

The programme focused on develop-
ing patriotism, discipline, leadership, 
environmental consciousness, social 
responsibility and a spirit of service 
among students.

The ‘Ghar Ghar Tiranga’ initiative 
seeks to involve families in the celebra-
tions and encourage students to take 
the message of national responsibility 
from their classrooms to their homes.

‘My Home – My Flag; My 
School – My Responsibility’

The celebrations concluded with stu-
dents reaffirming their commitment to 
respect the National Flag, protect na-
ture, conserve water and energy, keep 
their surroundings clean and contrib-
ute positively to society.

“My Home – My Flag.
My School – My Responsibility.
My Nature – My Responsibility.
My Country – My Pride.”

HYDERABAD

In an era defined by com-
pounding academic rigor, 
relentless administrative ob-
ligations, and rapidly shifting 
student expectations, educa-
tors are increasingly driven to 
the brink of systemic exhaus-
tion. In an exclusive in-depth 
conversation on the press-
ing educational crisis titled 
"Teachers Are Overcooked 
But Why?", Hyderabad Head-
lines spoke alongside veteran 
pedagogue and Headmis-
tress, Priti Anand Rao. Envi-
sioned as a collaborative dia-
logue addressing the realities 
of seasoned academicians 
spanning public, private, and 
tertiary sectors, the discus-
sion endeavors to illuminate 
the authentic realities of con-
temporary instruction while 
charting a viable paradigm for 
sustainable pedagogy.

Contemporary instruction 
has transcended the tradi-
tional boundaries of curric-
ulum delivery and scholastic 
evaluation. Reflecting upon a 
multifaceted career that spans 
higher education lecturing 
to school stewardship, Priti 
Anand Rao illustrates how to-
day's educators must adroitly 
navigate a complex landscape 
of emotional, psychological, 
and instructional demands. 
Teachers are expected to oper-
ate concurrently as academic 
facilitators, emotional anchors, 
and behavioral mentors. When 
compounded by pervasive ad-
ministrative duties and rigor-
ous compliance protocols, edu-
cators experience profound oc-
cupational fatigue—a phenom-
enon aptly characterized as 
being thoroughly "overcooked."

At the heart of mitigating 
this institutional strain lies 
an empathetic approach to 
student engagement. Having 
instructed over 3,000 learn-
ers across diverse disciplines 
including English, Social 
Sciences, and Business Ad-
ministration, Priti Anand 

Rao posits that interpersonal 
resonance remains an educa-
tor's most potent instrument. 
A distinguished teacher per-
ceives students not as passive 
receptacles of information, 
but as holistic entities en-
compassing academic, cre-
ative, and socio-emotional 
dimensions. Cultivating gen-
uine rapport by memoriz-
ing student profiles, familial 
contexts, and individual ap-
titudes establishes a founda-
tion of mutual trust, ensuring 
that firm classroom gover-
nance is understood as be-
nevolent guidance rather than 
arbitrary authority.

The dialogue also offers a 
nuanced examination of the 
delicate interplay between 
parental obligations and pro-
fessional duties when an ed-
ucator teaches in the institu-
tion their own child attends. 
Navigating this dual role in-
troduces unique interperson-
al dynamics, as the offspring 
of faculty members frequently 
encounter heightened scru-
tiny or preconceived notions 
from colleagues. Educators 
must exercise rigorous objec-
tivity to guarantee that their 
children cultivate an autono-
mous identity, unencumbered 
by peer prejudice or preferen-
tial perceptions.

Contemplating the broader 
trajectory of the profession, 
the discussion underscores 
the definitive legacy an ed-
ucator ought to bequeath to 
future generations. Far be-
yond the ephemeral metrics of 
standardized examinations or 
syllabus completion, the true 

benchmark of pedagogical 
triumph resides in instilling 
an enduring commitment to 
intellectual inquiry. True edu-
cational stewardship operates 
on the premise that learning 
is an unbroken continuum 
stretching from the cradle to 
the grave. Genuine academic 
leadership demands that ed-
ucators embody intellectual 
humility, remaining perpet-
ually receptive to insights 
derived even from their own 
students, irrespective of insti-
tutional tenure.

Surmounting these sys-
temic challenges necessitates 
decisive structural interven-
tions from academic leaders 
and policy architects alike. 
Educational institutions must 
actively prioritize faculty 
well-being by streamlining 
non-instructional mandates, 
mitigating bureaucratic fric-
tion, and institutionalizing 
holistic wellness frameworks. 
Simultaneously, pivoting 
from rigid, exam-centric 
paradigms toward compre-
hensive student develop-
ment empowers teachers to 
restore humanistic empathy 
to the center of their prac-
tice. Elevating the insights of 
veteran practitioners across 
state-sponsored schools, pri-
vate academies, and univer-
sities ensures that adminis-
trative reforms remain firmly 
grounded in classroom real-
ities.

This dialogue stands as an 
egalitarian effort dedicated to 
amplifying the perspectives 
of educators with a decade 
or more of classroom expe-
rience across all educational 
tiers—from rural government 
institutions to elite universi-
ty faculties. By championing 
the voices of these frontline 
reformists, such interactions 
bridge the chasm between 
policy formulation and prac-
tical instruction, fostering a 
resilient, humane, and sus-
tainable future for global ed-
ucation.

A Conversation on Teacher 
Wellbeing: Why Burnout Is 
Growing and What Helps
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	GRMB meeting being 
used as platform to 
undermine Telangana’s 
interests

	Seeking review of per-
missions already granted 
to Telangana projects is 
unjust

	Chief Minister silent 
despite threat to State’s 
water rights: Naveen

HYDERABAD

Telangana Rakshana Sena (TRS) 
State leader Kamerla Naveen Kumar 
on Thursday alleged that Andhra 
Pradesh, after gaining an advantage 
over Telangana in the utilisation of 
Krishna waters, was now conspiring 
to secure control over a substantial 
share of Godavari waters as well.

He accused the Andhra Pradesh 
government of attempting to ille-
gally claim **273 TMC of Godavari 
water** and alleged that the upcom-
ing **Godavari River Management 

Board (GRMB) meeting on August 
18** was being used as a platform 
to advance proposals detrimental to 
Telangana’s water rights.

Speaking to the media at the Tel-
angana Rakshana Sena headquar-
ters in Banjara Hills, Naveen Kumar 
said Telangana had suffered injus-
tice in river-water sharing during 
the united Andhra Pradesh era and 
alleged that similar attempts were 
continuing even after the bifurca-
tion of the State.

He said Andhra Pradesh had 
been continuously raising objec-
tions to Telangana’s projects and 
was now attempting to reopen per-
missions already granted to several 
projects in the State. According to 
Naveen, the AP government had 
written to the Centre seeking a re-
view of permissions granted to Tel-
angana irrigation projects and had 
sought reconsideration of projects 
that were either under construction 
or nearing completion.

He strongly criticised the Tel-
angana government for what he 
described as its failure to respond 

effectively to the developments. He 
alleged that the Chief Minister had 
remained silent even as serious 
questions were being raised about 
Telangana’s entitlement to Krishna 
and Godavari waters.

Naveen also targeted the princi-
pal opposition BRS, alleging that 
it had failed to raise the issue until 
Telangana Rakshana Sena brought 
the matter into public discussion.

He said TRS chief **Kalvakuntla 
Kavitha** had identified the alleged 
moves by Andhra Pradesh nearly 
ten days earlier and had warned the 
Telangana government about their 
possible consequences.

He accused BRS leaders of subse-
quently entering the debate and at-
tempting to claim credit for forcing 
the State government to react.

AP’s Alleged Move Against 
Telangana Projects

Naveen alleged that the Andhra 
Pradesh government was once again 
attempting to interfere with Telan-
gana’s legitimate rights over river 
waters. He said that after what he 

described as serious injustice to Tel-
angana in the distribution and util-
isation of Krishna waters, Andhra 
Pradesh was now focusing on the 
Godavari.

He alleged that AP was seeking 
rights over nearly **273 TMC of Go-
davari water** and was attempting 
to use the August 18 GRMB meeting 
to strengthen its claims.

He further accused the AP gov-
ernment of using its influence with 
the Centre to place objections con-
cerning Telangana projects before 
the river management board.

According to Naveen, AP had 

sought a review of permissions 
granted to projects including 
**Tummidihetti, Kaleshwaram, 
Chinna Kaleshwaram, Choutpalli 
Hanmanth Reddy Project, Chana-
ka-Korata Barrage, Modikunta 
Vagu, Kadem-Gudem Lift and Si-
tarama/Sitamma Sagar lift proj-
ects .He said AP had also urged the 
Centre not to grant permission for 
the proposed **Sammakka Sagar 
Barrage. Naveen questioned what 
authority Andhra Pradesh had to 
seek cancellation or reconsideration 
of permissions granted to projects 
located in Telangana.

He said several of these projects 
had already reached an advanced 
stage and argued that reopening 
their approvals at this point would 
cause serious damage to Telangana’s 
irrigation interests.

“If Telangana were to demand 
cancellation of permissions for proj-
ects such as **Polavaram and Dow-
leswaram**, would Andhra Pradesh 
agree to it?” he questioned.

He also criticised the GRMB for 
allegedly including AP’s objections 

to Telangana projects on its agenda.
Naveen said Telangana had no ob-

jection to Andhra Pradesh utilising 
the **480 TMC** of water to which 
it was legally entitled, but made it 
clear that any attempt to interfere 
with Telangana’s legitimate share 
would be opposed.

He said Telangana could not re-
main a silent spectator if projects 
meant for its irrigation and drink-
ing-water requirements were re-
peatedly challenged.

Chief Minister’s Silence Is 
Unacceptable

Naveen alleged that Telangana 
was facing serious risks because of 
what he described as the Congress 
government’s lack of understanding 
of inter-State river-water issues.

He criticised the Chief Minister’s 
approach and said Telangana need-
ed clear political and administrative 
leadership to protect its share of 
Krishna and Godavari waters.

Referring to the Chief Minister’s 
reported observation that there 
would be no loss to Telangana if 

Andhra Pradesh utilised water that 
would otherwise flow into the sea, 
Naveen said such a position reflect-
ed a lack of understanding of riv-
er-water allocation.

He argued that every diversion 
in the upper or lower reaches could 
have long-term implications for Tel-
angana’s present and future water 
requirements.

Naveen also referred to Andhra 
Pradesh’s proposed **Godavari–
Banakacherla link project**, alleg-
ing that the project was aimed at 
diverting around **250 TMC of Go-
davari water** towards the Krishna 
and Pennar basins.

He alleged that the Telangana 
Chief Minister’s approach towards 
the proposal was favourable to 
Andhra Pradesh and claimed that 
such a stand could weaken Telan-
gana’s claims over Godavari waters.

He questioned why Telangana 
should remain accommodating 
when Andhra Pradesh was raising 
objections even to smaller irriga-
tion projects being developed in 
Telangana.

AP EYES GODAVARI AFTER KRISHNA: TRS

Make the Most of the Free Eye Medical Camp
 Lion Capt Dr. Burra 
Madhusudhan Reddy, 
Personality Develop-
ment Trainer

KARIMNAGAR

No matter what field we choose, 
the desired victory will be ours, if 
we seriously learn, said renowned 
personality development expert 
Lion Capt Dr. Burra Madhusud-
han Reddy. Delivering the chief 
guest message at the World Cal-
ligraphy or Handwriting Day and 
International Youth Day jointly 
organized by Lead India National 
Club and Satavahana Lions Club 
on the premises of Karkhanagadda 
Government High School today, he 
said that our handwriting is also 
very useful for showing talent in 
studies. He said that students with 
good handwriting get more marks 
than expected. He said that the 
foundation for good handwriting 

skills is laid at the school level it-
self. He said that it has been proven 
that youth with good handwriting 
are creative, clear, talented, calm, 
memory, mental agility and disci-
plined. He said that it is observed 
that those who do not have good 
handwriting do not get adequate 
marks despite having knowledge. 
On this occasion, handwriting 
competitions were organized for 
students from class 6 to class 10 

and 20 winners were awarded 
certificates and prizes. In this 
program, school principal S Sa-
tyanarayana Chari, Satavahana 
Lions Club President Lion Mar-
ripelli Mahender, Lion D Tirupati 
Reddy, Lion Narla Venugopal, Lion 
Dr. Vadluri Srinivas spoke and 
congratulated the students. School 
teacher Nandi Srinivas, along with 
250 students and others partici-
pated in this program.

	Councillor Saidulu Naik’s 
Services Commendable

	AICC Member Ramreddy 
Sarvottam Reddy and 
Chairperson Niveditha 
Lakshade

SURYAPET

AICC member Ramreddy Sarvot-
tam Reddy and Municipal Chair-
person Morishetti Niveditha Lak-
shade urged people suffering from 
eye-related problems in the ward to 
make the most of the free eye med-
ical camp.

They appreciated local councillor 
Banothu Saidulu Naik for organiz-
ing the free eye medical camp in 
collaboration with Vasan Laser Eye 
Hospital with the aim of providing 
services to the people of the ward. 
They inaugurated the free eye med-
ical camp organized by Vasan Laser 
Hospital at Kudakuda in Ward No. 
1 of the district headquarters on 
Thursday and addressed the gath-
ering. They urged people suffering 
from eye-related ailments to utilize 

this opportunity and advised them 
not to neglect regular eye examina-
tions. They particularly suggested 
that people above the age of 40 un-
dergo regular eye check-ups.

They specially appreciated Coun-
cillor Banothu Saidulu Naik for be-
ing readily accessible to the people 
of the ward and serving them like a 
member of their own family. They 

expressed their hope that he would 
continue to provide even better ser-
vices to the people in the coming 
days.

Municipal Floor Leader Kum-
mariguntla Venugopal, former 
ZPTC member Chintamalla Ra-
mesh, municipal councillors Syed 
Tanveer Hussain and Chilumula 
Sunil Reddy, Youth Congress Dis-

trict President and former council-
lor Elimineti Abhinay, Sri Dandu 
Maisamma Devasthanam Chair-
man Tangedla Karunakar Reddy, 
Congress leaders Gurram Prakash 
Reddy, Narender Naidu, Boora 
Saidulu Goud, Banothu Suresh 
Naik, Vasan Hospital representative 
Chari, and others participated in the 
programme.

HYDERABAD

BJP Telangana State President N 
Ramchander Rao today emphasized 
that despite several countries across 
the globe being engulfed in war and 
crisis, India's economic progress con-
tinues onward successfully without 
interruption due to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's vision, great deci-
sions, and good governance.

He attended as the chief guest 
in the massive 'Tiranga Rally' or-
ganized in Peddapalli district 
headquarters to mark the 80th 
Independence Day celebrations. 
In the Tiranga rally, BJP cadres, 
students, youth, and the general 
public turned out in large numbers 
carrying national flags, making the 
rally a grand success. MLC Malka 
Komuraiah, senior leader Gomasa 
Srinivas, BJP District President 
Karre Sanjeeva Reddy, state leaders 
Manohar Reddy, Suresh Reddy, and 
others participated in the rally.

Speaking on the occasion, Rao 
called upon everyone to make it 
their primary resolve to shape India 
into a powerful 'Viksit Bharat' on 
the world stage in the coming days. 
He said that under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, In-
dia has already emerged as the 4th 
largest economy in the world, and 
stressed that students and youth 

who build the nation's future must 
play a pivotal role in this journey of 
development.

He stated that the Central Gov-
ernment has brought revolutionary 
changes in providing employment 
and job opportunities to the youth 
in the country. He praised initiatives 
like Make in India, Startup India, 
Standup India, and MUDRA loans 
for helping crores of youth become 
self-employed and turn into job cre-
ators.

Rao said there was a remarkable 
progress achieved in the education 
sector under the Modi government, 
he said and explained that while there 

were previously only 16 IITs in the 
country, the number has now grown 
to 23, and NITs have expanded from 
just 6 in the past to 25 today. Similar-
ly, AIIMS hospitals have been estab-
lished in every state. He revealed that 
great reforms have been introduced 
across the entire education system, 
including central universities.

On the auspicious occasion ap-
proaching Independence Day, he 
clarified that our mindset should al-
ways protect the country's integrity. 
BJP State President urged everyone 
to work together with the resolve of 
"Nation First" and become active 
partners in building a New India.

HYDERABAD

Former minister and BRS depu-
ty floor leader T. Harish Rao has 
written an open letter to Telangana 
Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy, 
demanding the immediate cancel-
lation of the proposed Telangana 
State Industrial Infrastructure 
Corporation (TGIIC) auctions of 
10.63 acres in Survey No. 83/1 at 
Raidurg Panmaktha village, sched-
uled for August 17 and 21.

Harish Rao questioned the State 
government’s decision to auction 
the land despite serious issues re-
lating to its heritage status, com-
peting ownership claims and on-
going legal disputes. He asked the 
Chief Minister whether the Gov-

ernment was acting as a custodian 
of public assets or as a real estate 
agency.

Harish Rao pointed out that Sur-
vey No. 83, Raidurg Panmaktha 
village, was declared a Heritage 
Site under G.O.Ms.No.4, Municipal 
Administration department, dated 
January 2, 2003. He said the gov-
ernment has a statutory respon-
sibility to protect such heritage 
property and cannot proceed with 
its alienation without first estab-
lishing its legal status.

Harish Rao recalled that Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy himself 
had approached the Telangana 
High Court in 2020 seeking pro-
tection against the creation of 
third-party interests in land fall-

ing within the same Survey No. 
83. He questioned how the same 
person, after becoming Chief 
Minister, could now permit an 
auction that would create fresh 
third-party rights over disputed 
property.

He stated that the proposed auc-
tion assumes greater significance 
because 6.2 acres from the same 
Survey No. 83 had earlier been 
auctioned for approximately ₹237 
crore per acre, following which 
the State Bank of India asserted 
ownership rights and approached 
the court. The matter is presently 
pending before the Telangana High 
Court.

Despite the ownership dispute 
concerning the earlier parcel re-
maining sub judice, the state gov-
ernment is now proceeding to auc-
tion another 10.63 acres, divided 
into two plots of approximately 
5.25 acres and 5.38 acres. Harish 
Rao questioned the administra-
tive prudence of creating further 
third-party interests in the same 
disputed survey number.

Harish Rao questioned why the 
government was in such a hurry to 
auction land worth an estimated 
₹2,000 crore when it had not con-
clusively established the ownership 
and legal status of the property. He 
demanded that the Chief Minister 
act as the custodian of Telangana’s 
public assets and heritage rather 
than treating government land as a 
real estate commodity. 

Traffic Diversions 
Near Necklace 

Rotary on Aug 14
HYDERABAD

Hyderabad Traffic Police have 
announced traffic diversions 
around Necklace Rotary and 
Khairatabad on August 14 in 
view of the inauguration of Ma-
hatma Jyothi Rao Phule statue 
at Lake View Park. Telangana 
Chief Minister A. Revanth Red-
dy is expected to attend the pro-
gramme scheduled for 4 pm.

The diversions will be imple-
mented from 2 pm until the end 
of the programme, depending 
on traffic conditions.

AS FOR THE KEY 
DIVERSIONS
- Necklace Rotary: Traffic from 
the Secretariat towards I-Max 
will be diverted via Khairatabad 
Flyover and V.V. Statue.
- Traffic from Necklace Road 
(People’s Plaza) and V.V. Statue 
towards I-Max will be diverted 
towards the Secretariat.
- Government printing press 
junction: Traffic from Iqbal Mi-
nar towards Banyan Tree, Mint 
Compound, Printing Press and 
Necklace Rotary will be diverted 
towards Secretariat Junction.
- Traffic from Bada Ganesh Lane 
towards Necklace Rotary will be 
diverted through Mint Com-
pound Lane.

Commuters have been advised 
to avoid these stretches, take 
alternate routes and cooperate 
with traffic personnel. For travel 
assistance during emergencies, 
commuters can contact the Hy-
derabad Traffic Police helpline at 
9010203626. Citizens can also 
follow Hyderabad Traffic Police 
updates on Facebook and X at 
www.facebook.com/HYDTP and 
X www.twitter.com/HYDTP. 

GITAM Celebrated Vibrant Fresher’s Party

Youth Become Partners in Building “Viksit 
Bharat” with “Nation First” Resolve: NRR

We will win only if we love to learn

Harish Rao demands immediate 
halt to Raidurg land auctions

HYDERABAD

GITAM Deemed to be University, 
Hyderabad welcomed the 2026-27 
batch with a vibrant Fresher’s Par-
ty hosted by the GITAM Schools of 
Business, Science, Pharmacy, Ar-
chitecture, and Humanities & So-
cial Sciences on August 13, 2026.

The campus came alive with mu-
sic, dance, skits, ramp walks and 
energetic student performances. 
Food stalls, games and photobooths 
added to the festive atmosphere, 
while student-led cultural perfor-

mances provided freshers with an 
opportunity to showcase their tal-
ents and interact with their peers 
and seniors.

The event reflected GITAM’s 
commitment to creating a vibrant 
campus environment that encour-
ages students to learn, interact, ex-
press themselves and build lasting 
memories. The day concluded on a 
note of gratitude and celebration, 
with the freshers expressing their 
appreciation to their seniors for giv-
ing them a memorable beginning to 
their university journey.
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Amaravati will be developed as Deep 
Tech capital: Chandrababu Naidu

AMARAVATI, AUG 13 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister, N. Chandrababu 

Naidu, on Thursday said that 
Amaravati will be developed 
into a Deep Tech capital. He 
announced that the Andhra 
Pradesh capital will be trans-
formed into a hub for Artifi-
cial Intelligence and Quan-
tum Computing Reiterating 
that Amaravati will emerge 
as one of the top five cities in 
the world, he said it would be a 
completely pollution-free city. 
The Chief Minister was speak-
ing at a public meeting after 
inaugurating Seed Access 
Road and steel bridges in Am-
aravati. He inaugurated the 
'Seed Access Road E-3', a ma-
jor thoroughfare connecting 
to the capital city, Amaravati. 
He also unveiled a plaque at 
Undavalli to mark the inaugu-
ration of the steel bridges that 
form part of the Seed Access 
Road network.

The Seed Access Road has 
been constructed at a total 
cost of ₹1,519 crore. It has been 
developed with the primary 
objective of providing better 
road connectivity between 
Amaravati and the Mangala-
giri and Vijayawada regions, 
while also reducing traffic 
congestion on the Karakatta 
(river embankment) road. He 
stated that the Seed Access 
Roads in the capital city are 
being constructed following 
the planning principles of 
the Indus Valley Civilisation. 

“This is merely the beginning 
of the city's construction. In 
the third phase, the Seed Ac-
cess Road will connect to the 
National Highway at Tade-
palli.” He also stated that the 
Centre has also sanctioned a 
190-km Outer Ring Road and 
a 96-km Inner Ring Road. 
CM Naidu was confident that 
by 2028, Amaravati will be 
inaugurated by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi. Stat-
ing that Amaravati is now 
unstoppable, he alleged that 
some individuals attempted 

to obstruct the construction 
of the capital's roads. “Such 
individuals pose a significant 
risk to the state. However, 
we are setting concrete goals 
for the state's development.” 
Chandrababu Naidu recalled 
that Cyberabad was built in 
the united Andhra Pradesh 
in a way that made the Telugu 
people proud. He stated that 
Andhra Pradesh suffered loss-
es following the bifurcation 
as it was left without a capital 
city. The Chief Minister stated 
that since Guntur district is 
centrally located among the 
25 parliamentary constituen-
cies, he resolved to establish 
the capital here. “After ex-
tensive discussions, farmers 
came forward to support the 
capital's construction, plac-
ing their trust in us. I bow in 
reverence to all the farmers 
who sacrificed their lands for 
the state capital,” he said. He 
pointed out that the municipal 
corporations of Amaravati, 

Mangalagiri, Tadepalli, Gun-
tur, and Vijayawada will all 
fall within the capital region.

Stating that Singapore ex-
tended full cooperation for 
the Amaravati master plan, 
he accused the previous gov-
ernment of YSR Congress 
for allegedly ‘harassing’ a 
partner like Singapore. “We 
commissioned designs from 
London-based Norman Fos-
ter to ensure the government 
complex buildings would be 
unique. Some people mocked 
the plans, dismissing them 
as mere 'graphics'. Now that 
those graphics are becoming 
reality, those who ridiculed 
them ought to hang their 
heads in shame.”  Targeting 
former Chief Minister Jagan 
Mohan Reddy, he remarked 
that the very person who once 
stated in the Assembly that 
40,000 acres were needed 
for the capital later went back 
on his word, and instead pro-
posed "three capitals".

K’taka govt forms commission for 
tribal, nomadic communities

BENGALURU, AUG 13 

Karnataka Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar has 

ordered the formation of a 
special commission for the 
development of tribal and 
nomadic communities in the 
state, the official statement 
by the Chief Minister’s Office 
said on Thursday. The Gov-
ernment said the move comes 
shortly after a demand was 
raised for the establishment 
of such a commission during 
the World Tribal Day cele-
brations. On the occasion, 
Shivakumar had promised 
to constitute the commission 
within a month. The Govern-
ment said the Chief Minis-
ter has fulfilled his promise 
by issuing the order within 
two days of making the an-
nouncement. Tribal and no-
madic communities living in 
Karnataka continue to face 
several social, educational 
and economic challenges. 
Against this backdrop, the 

Government has decided to 
constitute a special commis-
sion to work towards their 
development, protection of 
their rights and ensuring so-
cial justice. The commission 
will focus on addressing the 
basic needs of these com-
munities, including quality 
education, nutritious food, 
healthcare, housing, drink-
ing water, roads and elec-
tricity. The Government also 
aims to provide skill devel-
opment opportunities and 
employment prospects for 
young people from tribal and 
nomadic communities. The 
initiative is intended to cre-

ate new opportunities and 
hope for these communities 
and ensure that they have 
equal access to development 
and welfare programmes, 
the Government said. The 
Government reiterated its 
commitment to improving 
the socio‑economic condi-
tions of tribal and nomadic 
communities and ensuring 
their overall development.

Earlier, S. Mohandass 
Hegde, Member, Karnataka 
State Policy and Planning 
Commission, stated that the 
Karnataka Tribal Develop-
ment Framework 2026–2035 
proposes a long‑term shift 
from fragmented welfare 
schemes to a rights‑based, 
community‑led and out-
come‑oriented model for 
tribal development. He said 
it seeks to recognise tribal 
communities as rights‑hold-
ers, decision‑makers, pro-
ducers, entrepreneurs and 
custodians of traditional cul-
ture. The framework gives 

special priority to the Jenu 
Kuruba and Koraga com-
munities, classified as Par-
ticularly Vulnerable Tribal 
Groups (PVTGs), with a pro-
posed 100 per cent coverage 
of essential services includ-
ing housing, drinking water, 
healthcare, education, nutri-
tion and livelihoods. “It pro-
poses tribal habitations as 
the basic planning unit, six 
Tribal Development Zones, 
and 12 key pillars cover-
ing land and forest rights, 
self‑governance, education, 
healthcare, livelihoods, 
women’s and youth empow-
erment, infrastructure, cul-
ture, environment, digital 
governance and accountabil-
ity. The framework aims to 
improve services, incomes, 
education, health, employ-
ment and protection of trib-
al rights by 2030 and 2035 
through integrated planning, 
GIS mapping, departmental 
convergence and measurable 
outcomes,” Hegde stated.

YSRCP seeks Centre’s 
intervention to stop mining 
near heritage site in Andhra

AMARAVATI, AUG 13 

YSRCP leader, Y.V. Sub-
ba Reddy, on Thursday 

raised in Rajya Sabha the 
issue of mining activity 
near Panchadarla heritage 
area in Andhra Pradesh 
and sought immediate in-
tervention to protect the 
ancient sites and natural 
water streams. Speaking 
during the discussion on the 
Minerals Amendment Bill, 
2026, Subba Reddy drew 
the attention of the House 
to mining activity close to 
the protected Buddhist site 
and the ancient Dharma-
lingeswara Swamy temple 
at Panchadarla. He said the 
identity of Panchadarla is 
closely linked to the five nat-
ural water streams flowing 
through the temple complex. 
He expressed concern over 
mining activity moving clos-
er to the protected heritage 
area. Subba Reddy sought 
an immediate inspection of 
the area, a comprehensive 
cumulative environmental 
impact assessment and a sci-
entific hydrological study of 
the water channels. He also 
called for verification of all 
statutory and environmental 
clearances.

He demanded suspension 
of mining activities and re-
lated plans in the area until 
the inspections and studies 
are completed.

Speaking on the Miner-
als Amendment Bill, Subba 
Reddy said mineral wealth 
belongs to the people and its 
management should ensure 
complete transparency.

He said a clear mining 
framework is important 
for economic growth, but 
it should not compromise 
State revenues, local live-
lihoods or environmental 
protection. Subba Reddy 
pointed out that States bear 
the immediate financial, 
environmental and infra-
structure costs arising from 
mining. Their interests and 
revenues should, therefore, 

be protected while framing 
mining policies.

He also cautioned that 
centralisation of authority at 
the national level should not 
weaken enforcement on the 
ground against illegal and 
environmentally destructive 
mining activities.

Earlier YSRCP MP, Golla 
Baburao, Araku MP Gumma 
Thanuja Rani, former minis-
ter Gudivada Amarnath and 
others Union Ministers and 
submitted complaints on 
the mining issue. Baburao 
said leaders of the coalition 
government in the state were 
exploiting natural resourc-
es and destroying hills and 
temple surroundings across 
the erstwhile Visakhapat-
nam district. Thanuja Rani 
said Union Mines Minister 
G. Kishan Reddy and Un-
ion Culture Minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat were 
briefed on the situation and 
they had assured that a Cen-
tral team would examine the 
mining activity and action 
would be initiated based on 
its report within 10 days. She 
said official enquiries had 
found that mining and blast-
ing vibrations were affecting 
the sacred water streams and 
that nearly two lakh tonnes 
of gravel had been extracted 
beyond the approved mining 
plan. Gudivada Amarnath 
demanded a CBI enquiry 
into the role of Anakapalli 
MP C.M. Ramesh, stating 
that responsibility could 
not end with the suspen-
sion of lower-level officials. 
He said penalties of nearly 
₹250 crore were due un-
der the rules for the illegal 
excavation and demanded 
Ramesh’s resignation and a 
comprehensive probe.

Environmental Protection, Sustainable 
Development & Social Progress

BENGALURU, AUGUST 13 : 

The website of the Envi-
ronmental Andolana 

Seva Foundation was offi-
cially launched with the aim 
of creating awareness about 
the environment and further 
strengthening the work of na-
ture conservation. Renowned 
robotics expert B.N. Kishore 
Kumar opined that the foun-
dation has started its journey 
with the resolve to increase 

environmental awareness in 
the society, conserve natural 
resources and build a green 
and sustainable future for the 

next generation. Speaking on 
the web portal, Dame Munni 
Iron from California, United 
States said that our future will 
be preserved only if nature is 
preserved, let us all join hands 
in this important campaign of 
environmental conservation.

The founder of the Environ-
mental Andolana Seva Foun-
dation C Prakash, N Manju-
nath Rao, Dhanuja.P, Agni, 
Mr. Kishore Kumar and others 
were present at the program.

Karan Adani 
Meets Odisha 
CM, Discusses 
Clean Energy, 

Nuclear Projects
BHUBANESWAR: 

Adani Ports and SEZ 
Ltd CEO Karan Adani 

on Thursday met Odis-
ha Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi and Deputy 
CM KV Singh Deo and dis-
cussed the Adani Group's 
ongoing and proposed 
projects in the state, in-
cluding plans for setting 
up nuclear power projects.

Accompanied by a team, 
Adani discussed avenues 
for industrial collabora-
tion and infrastructure 
development with Majhi, 
with the meeting focusing 
on projects proposed by 
the Adani Group in Odis-
ha, sources said.

"During his meeting 
with Singh Deo, the de-
liberations focused on 
accelerating the deploy-
ment of clean energy in-
frastructure -- specifically 
Pumped Storage Plants 
(PSP), Solar Power gener-
ation, and Nuclear Power 
projects -- to fortify long-
term energy security, grid 
reliability, and sustainable 
energy development goals 
in the state," an official re-
lease issued by the govern-
ment said.

Telangana Invites Centre to  
Join Khelo India Programme

HYDERABAD, AUGUST 13

The Telangana Government 
has invited the Central 

Government to participate in 
the Khelo India programme, 
which will be held in Telangana 
from December 11 to 22.

As part of this effort, Telan-
gana Minister for Animal Hus-
bandry, Dairy Development, 
Fisheries, Youth Services & 
Sports Vakiti Srihari, Govern-
ment Special Representative 
A.P. Jithender Reddy, former 
Sports Authority Chairman 
Shiva Sena Reddy, and Sports 
Authority VC & MD Sonibala 
Devi met Union Minister for 
Youth Affairs and Sports Man-
sukh Mandaviya in New Delhi 
and invited him to attend the 
programme.

The state government is 
making elaborate arrange-
ments to conduct the Khelo 
India programme on a pres-
tigious scale, with the objective 
of further strengthening the 
sports sector in Telangana and 
providing young athletes with 
better opportunities at the na-
tional level.

Minister Vakiti Srihari said 
that the government would 
work to successfully conduct 
the programme through coor-
dination between the Central 
and State governments and 
establish Telangana as an even 
stronger state on India’s sport-
ing map. Minister Vakiti Sri-
hari also thanked the Central 
Government for selecting Tel-
angana to host the Khelo India 
programme.

Khelo India programme to be held in Telangana 
from December 11 to 22

State Minister for Animal Husbandry, Dairy 
Development, Fisheries, Youth Services & Sports 
Vakiti Srihari, Government Special Representa-

tive A.P. Jithender Reddy, former Sports Authority 
Chairman Shiva Sena Reddy, and Sports Authority 

VC & MD Sonibala Devi invite Union Minister  
Mansukh Mandaviya to attend the programme

Andhra govt will have to repent, warns 
Jagan after meeting YSRCP MLA in jail

AMARAVATI, AUG 14 

Former Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister and YSR 

Congress Party (YSRCP) Pres-
ident Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 
has accused the Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP)-led coalition gov-
ernment led by the Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu of 
pursuing its vindictive politics 
and warned that it will have to 
repent in the coming days.

Speaking to media on 
Thursday after meeting YS-
RCP MLA Virupakshi in a jail 
in Panchalingala in Kurnool 
district, Jagan Mohan Reddy 
said that law and order has 
deteriorated in the state.

He added that it has become 
common in the TDP-led coali-
tion government to name vic-
tims as accused and file false 
cases against them to gag the 

Opposition. He alleged that 
the TDP-led coalition gov-
ernment has been targeting 
Backward Classes, who form 
the YSRCP's support base. 
"False cases were filed against 
Virupakshi and the Red Book 
Constitution is in full play in 
booking the sitting MLA, his 
kin and followers in fabricat-
ed cases involving 38 persons 
and repeating their names to 
make the list longer," Jagan 

Mohan Reddy said.
The former Chief Minister 

added that police gatecrashed 
into the house of the YSRCP 
MLA, destroyed the CCTV 
cameras and arrested the peo-
ple's representative in a noc-
turnal activity and slapped 
serious charges on him and 
others. "TDP has stooped to 
such a level that the ruling 
party worker tore the robes of 
his wife and blamed it on the 

MLA to enable the police to 
book him under SC/ST case. 
The same police refused to 
file a case when evidence of 
the attack on YSRCP cadre's 
house was shown," Jagan Mo-
han Reddy said.

According to the former 
Chief Minister, the YSRCP 
MLA had gone to the rescue of 
his followers after police failed 
to act when the party worker 
was being attacked and sent 
SOS. "While cadre Hari was 
being ferried by the MLA to 
safety, TDP goons attacked 
the car, gravely injuring the 
MLA's brother. The state gov-
ernment has been targeting 
Backward Class leaders one 
after the other," Jagan Mohan 
Reddy said.

"They have arrested Seridi 
Apparaju and jailed him af-
ter converting a simple road 

accident case into a case with 
serious charges. They arrest-
ed Mustafa in a tobacco deal 
on flimsy grounds and made 
it a case of kidnap. They also 
arrested Chinthada Ravi on 
charges of assaulting a woman 
Sub-Inspector while he was 
helping in clearing the mob," 
he added.

"The motive has been clear 
to trouble the political adver-
saries by foisting false cases 
but days will not be the same 
and the people pursuing Red 
Book Constitution will have 
to repent in the coming days. 
Though we have brought in 
police reforms and initiated 
police reforms, while I went 
in to meet the MLA the police 
took my photo from an inap-
propriate angle in a standing 
posture," the YSRCP Presi-
dent said.

Centre Releases  
Farm Funds for 

Rajasthan, Telangana
NEW DELHI, AUG 13 

Agriculture Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan on Thurs-

day approved an allocation of 
Rs 340.59 crore for Rajasthan 
and Rs 265.12 crore for Telan-
gana under the Pradhan Mantri 
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana 
(PMRKVY) and the Krishon-
nati Yojana. The financial ap-
provals were issued during a 
virtual meeting held by Chou-
han from Bhopal with Rajast-
han Agriculture Minister Kirori 
Lal Meena and Telangana Ag-
riculture Minister Tummala 
Nageswara Rao. Agriculture 
Secretary Atish Chandra and 
senior officials from the Union 
Government participated in 
the meeting, along with senior 
agriculture officials from both 
states. The approvals were is-
sued following a review of the 
annual action plans cleared 
during the Project Approval 
Committee meetings of the two 
states, utilisation of the first 
mother sanction and expend-
iture progress achieved so far. 
Chouhan appreciated Telanga-
na’s new model for Farmer ID 
and fertiliser distribution and 
congratulated the state’s Agri-
culture Minister for the initia-
tive. He said the model would 
help deliver services to farmers 
in a more transparent and ef-

fective manner. The Union Ag-
riculture Minister also noted 
that Telangana’s expenditure 
under the Oilseeds and Pulses 
Missions is behind schedule. He 
emphasised the need for regular 
monitoring of expenditure and 
implementation progress under 
these missions by the state. For 
Rajasthan, Chouhan called for 
special attention to the Kisan 
Credit Card situation to ensure 
that farmers receive timely 
and hassle-free access to credit 
support. Chouhan said the fi-
nancial approvals are aimed at 
ensuring the timely and effec-
tive implementation of agricul-
tural schemes in the states. He 
said that under the leadership 
and guidance of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, the Central 
Government is working in close 
coordination with states to 
strengthen resources, technical 
assistance and monitoring in 
the interest of farmers. The fi-
nancial allocations are expected 
to accelerate activities related 
to agricultural infrastructure, 
productivity enhancement, 
input support and farmer wel-
fare in both states. Chouhan 
expressed confidence that the 
releases would speed up the im-
plementation of schemes at the 
state level and ensure that their 
benefits reach farmers in a more 
effective manner.

'Grow up': BJP 
slams Rahul 
Gandhi over 

remarks against 
PM Modi

NEW DELHI: (AUG 13) 

The BJP on Thursday 
launched a scathing at-

tack on Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi over his remarks 
against Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, accusing him of 
using "uncultured and inde-
cent" language and lowering 
the dignity of the office of the 
leader of the opposition.

The ruling party's attack 
came after Gandhi, while 
addressing the Rachnatmak 
Congress National Con-
vention here, referred to 
the BJP-RSS as a "bunch of 
jokers" who have no under-
standing of India and scoffed 
at Modi's handling of foreign 
policy, which he claimed is all 
about hugging leaders.

Gandhi also claimed that 
the RSS as an original force 
is dead and has now become 
an "instrument of large capi-
tal -- Mr Adani and Mr Am-
bani".

Jharkhand CM Soren urges PM 
Modi to reconsider mining bill, 
flags impact on state's finances

RANCHI: (Aug 13) 
Jharkhand Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren on Thursday 
urged Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi to reconsider 
the Mines and Minerals (De-
velopment and Regulation) 

Amendment Bill, 2026, say-
ing restrictions on state levies 
could significantly reduce the 
state's fiscal space and affect 
its ability to address the so-
cial and environmental costs 
of mining.



THE INVISIBLE AXIS

Buried in the heart of the 
earth
not a noise,
but a resonance
rippling through silence
the human.
Like unseen roots
holding a towering tree up-
right,
deep beneath the soil
he nourishes life
with invisible strength.
When his sweat falls,
it is no mere drop
it is the sky
whispering rain
to the waiting earth.
Where he walks
there are no footprints
only the future
etching
its earliest alphabet.
Like a hidden gear
inside the clock of time,
his motion turns the world
and if it falters,
time itself
pauses to breathe.
He is not the sand
along a river’s edge
he is the unseen womb
from which the river rises.
Not the sun,
yet the patience
of the eastern sky
awaiting
the first flame of dawn.
He is the oil within the lamp
unseen in the glow;
without him
the flame of light
would vanish in a heartbeat.

The pulse of seedlings
breaking through village soil,
the quiet anthem
of bricks rising in city walls
he is both.
Not the letters written in 
books,
but the breath
that gives those letters
their voice.
Not the kite in the sky,
but the invisible wind
that lifts it toward the clouds.
Like the earth
turning silently in darkness,
he spins day into night
the hidden gravity
of existence.
A drumbeat sounding in 
silence,
a moon trembling
in a bead of sweat,
the unseen axle
of the wheel of time
he is that.
Great names
shine across the pages of 
history,
yet the stone
on which they stand
is him.
However high the sky may 
rise,
however deep the earth may 
fall,
the force that quietly
holds the world together
is this
nameless labor,
uncelebrated strength,
the silent human
who turns the world.

..: Dr. Peruka Raju :..
National Poet
7810032847

India will celebrate its 80th In-
dependence Day this year. Sev-
enty-nine years after the end of 
colonial rule, the country that 

inherited freedom in 1947 has been 
transformed in the scale of its economic 
and institutional capabilities. It emerged 
from colonial rule with widespread pov-
erty, mass illiteracy, low life expectancy, 
limited industrial capacity and an econo-
my largely dependent on agriculture. To-
day, India is a roughly $4-trillion econ-
omy, has achieved near-universal access 
to electricity, built globally competitive 
capabilities in information technology, 
pharmaceuticals and space, expanded 
education and healthcare on a vast scale, 
and created digital public infrastructure 
of global significance. Poverty has de-
clined substantially over the decades. 
The transformation is considerable. Yet 
the more consequential question at 80 
is whether the next 21 years can convert 
this accumulated progress into higher 
productivity, wider opportunity and a 
better quality of life for its citizens.

That transition will be more demand-
ing because India now faces the harder 
task of raising productivity. Agriculture 
and allied activities continue to employ a 
large share of the workforce, while their 
contribution to national income is con-
siderably smaller. Manufacturing has 
expanded, but India needs greater ca-
pacity to create productive employment 
at scale. Services have become a power-
ful engine of growth, yet the economy 
needs a broader base of high-productiv-
ity activities. The next phase therefore 
requires Indian firms to integrate more 
deeply into global value chains, smaller 
enterprises to scale up, infrastructure 
and logistics to become more efficient, 
and regulation to provide greater pre-
dictability for long-term investment. The 
central economic question is whether In-
dia can convert the size of its workforce 
into a sustained source of productivity 
and rising incomes.

That makes human capability the de-
cisive variable. India’s demographic ad-
vantage will yield its full potential only 
if young Indians acquire the capabilities 
required by a changing economy. The 
country has made enormous gains in 
expanding access to schooling, but the 
next stage must focus increasingly on 
the quality and relevance of learning. 
Education policy must move beyond en-
rolment and credentials towards meas-

urable capabilities—foundational liter-
acy and numeracy, scientific reasoning, 
problem-solving, digital competence, re-
search and employable skills. The objec-
tive should be to ensure that education 
equips young Indians not merely to enter 
the workforce, but to adapt as technology 
and the nature of work change. Health-
care belongs to the same economic equa-
tion. Better nutrition, preventive care 
and stronger primary healthcare are in-
vestments in the productive capacity of 
the next generation.

India’s economic potential also de-
pends on making fuller use of its wom-
en. Female labour-force participation 
has risen in recent years, but the larger 
opportunity lies in making participation 
easier to sustain. Safe and affordable 
public transport, dependable childcare, 
better working conditions, flexible em-
ployment, access to finance and oppor-
tunities for women to build enterprises 
can reduce the practical barriers to par-
ticipation. This is not merely a question 
of social policy. An economy seeking 
higher productivity cannot afford to 
leave a substantial pool of human capa-
bility underused.

The same question of capability is 
becoming increasingly visible in India’s 
cities. Urban India is an expanding cen-
tre of economic activity, yet many cities 
continue to face congestion, inadequate 
public transport, housing pressures, 
flooding, waste-management problems 
and air pollution. These are increasingly 
economic concerns because they affect 

productivity, health and investment. In-
dia therefore needs stronger municipal 
institutions, better fiscal capacity and 
integrated planning of land, housing, 
transport, water and infrastructure. As 
urbanisation gathers pace, the quality of 
city governance will become an increas-
ingly important determinant of econom-
ic performance.

Climate change adds another layer of 
complexity. For India, climate risk is in-
creasingly connected with productivity, 
agriculture, public health, infrastruc-
ture and energy demand. Extreme heat 
can affect workers and outdoor economic 
activity; changing rainfall patterns can 
affect agriculture; floods can damage in-
frastructure; and rising cooling demand 
can increase pressure on the power sys-
tem. Adaptation therefore needs to be-
come part of mainstream development 
planning. Infrastructure built today 
must be designed for future climate con-
ditions, while agriculture needs greater 
water efficiency and resilience. At the 
same time, the transition towards clean-
er energy can create opportunities for 
new industries, technologies and invest-
ment.

Beneath these economic questions 
lies the quality of institutions. India has 
demonstrated its capacity to implement 
large-scale programmes when policy, 
administration and technology work to-
gether. The next step is to make such ca-
pacity more consistent across everyday 
public services. Citizens should be able 
to access essential services predictably; 
businesses should have greater regula-
tory certainty; contracts should be en-
forceable; courts should become more 
efficient; and public institutions should 
increasingly be assessed by outcomes. 
Digital governance can improve access 
and efficiency, but technology works best 
when supported by sound institutional 
processes.

This is where the meaning of freedom 
acquires a new dimension. Political in-
dependence liberated India from foreign 
rule. Development must now expand the 
practical choices available to Indians in 
their everyday lives. Freedom has great-
er substance when a young person’s fu-
ture depends less on where he or she was 
born; when a farmer has pathways to 
higher productivity and better markets; 
when women can participate fully in eco-
nomic life; when entrepreneurs can in-

vest with confidence; and when citizens 
can rely on public institutions to deliver 
essential services.

India at 80 therefore calls for neither 
celebration without reflection nor pessi-
mism about the road ahead. The achieve-
ments of the Republic are substantial. 
India has acquired economic scale, 
technological capabilities and a grow-
ing global role. The next stage requires 
a corresponding rise in productivity, hu-
man capability and institutional quality.

The ambition for 2047 should conse-
quently be larger than becoming a big-
ger economy. It should be to build an 
economy that creates productive work at 
scale, an education system that reliably 
produces learning, cities where infra-
structure supports economic activity, an 
energy transition that strengthens com-
petitiveness, and institutions in which 
citizens and businesses can rely on pre-
dictable rules. The World Bank estimates 
that sustaining growth of about 7.8 per 
cent a year over the next two decades 
would be necessary for India to reach 
high-income status by 2047. The harder 
test, however, is whether that growth can 
translate into capabilities and opportu-
nities that are widely shared.

The 79 years since Independence have 
taken India from widespread depriva-
tion to global economic relevance. The 
next 21 must determine whether that 
economic rise can be translated into 
broader human capability and stronger 
institutions. If the first era of freedom 
was about securing independence, the 
years to 2047 must be about making that 
freedom more meaningful in the lives of 
citizens. That would be a fitting achieve-
ment for India as it approaches the cen-
tenary of Independence.
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As India prepares to celebrate its 80th Independence 
Day, the occasion offers more than an opportunity 
to remember the struggle that secured freedom. It is 
also a moment to consider what freedom must deliver 

to citizens in the decades ahead. Political independence was the 
foundation; building a capable, prosperous and confident nation is 
the continuing journey.

Over nearly eight decades, India has travelled a remarkable 
distance. From a largely agrarian economy with limited industrial 
capacity, it has emerged as one of the world’s major economies, 
built sophisticated space and digital capabilities, expanded infra-
structure and established itself as an important voice in global af-
fairs. The transformation has been substantial, but the next stage 
demands a different kind of national effort.

The meaning of independence today increasingly lies in capa-
bility — the capability of individuals to secure quality education 
and productive employment; of businesses to innovate and com-
pete globally; of communities to access reliable healthcare and 
infrastructure; and of institutions to deliver efficiently and fairly.

Economic growth remains central to this transformation. 
India needs not merely a larger economy but one that creates 
broad-based opportunities. Manufacturing, services, agriculture, 
emerging technologies and the green economy must together gen-
erate productive employment. The success of economic expansion 
should ultimately be measured by how widely its benefits reach.

Technology will be another decisive pillar. Artificial intelli-
gence, semiconductors, biotechnology, clean energy and advanced 
manufacturing are reshaping the global economy. India has the 
talent and market to become a major participant in these fields, 
but sustained investment in research, scientific institutions and 
human capital will be essential.

Capability also begins much earlier — in schools and colleges. 
A young population is an advantage only when young Indians pos-
sess the skills, confidence and opportunities to participate mean-
ingfully in the economy. Education must therefore move beyond 
examination-driven learning towards critical thinking, creativity, 
vocational skills and innovation.

At the same time, development cannot be confined to major 
cities. Better rural connectivity, modern agriculture, digital access 
and opportunities for small enterprises are essential to ensuring 
that India’s growth remains inclusive.

The journey from freedom to capability is therefore not the re-
sponsibility of government alone. Citizens, businesses, universi-
ties, institutions and civil society all have a role in strengthening 
the foundations of the nation.

Independence gave India the freedom to choose its own des-
tiny. The task before the next generation is to build the capability 
to realise that destiny. A truly independent India will not merely 
possess freedom; it will possess the skills, institutions, knowledge 
and confidence to convert that freedom into opportunity and na-
tional progress.

EDITORIAL
From Freedom to 

Capability: India’s Next 
Independence Journey

Whenever Manoj Ku-
mar came to Delhi, 
a strange restless-
ness would rise in-

side him. Passing those two places 
in Civil Lines was never just a mat-
ter of taking a road — it was a silent 
prayer of gratitude. Delhi Brother-
hood House and St. Stephen’s Hos-
pital. Both places reminded him 
of that dark night of his life when 
everything had been lost and noth-
ing remained.

August 1947. The country had 
been split into two. Manoj Kumar’s 
family arrived in Delhi from across 
the border. His younger brother was 
ill. He was treated at St. Stephen’s 
Hospital. And like hundreds of other 
refugees, the whole family stayed in 
the compound of Delhi Brotherhood 
House. The feeling of gratitude to-
wards these two places remained in 
his heart throughout his life.

The Flood of Refugees
At that time the condition of Delhi 

was terrible. On one side the flames 
of communal riots were rising; on 
the other, a flood of Hindu-Sikh ref-
ugees was entering the city. From a 
city of about nine lakh people, nearly 
three lakh Muslims left for Pakistan, 
and about five lakh Hindu-Sikh ref-
ugees began to settle here. At Old 
Delhi Railway Station, trains arrived 
soaked in blood, filled with wound-
ed and terrified passengers. Every-
where there were screams, cries and 
confusion.

Under Whose Care 
Was the Treatment Done
Apart from the government ma-

chinery, many voluntary organi-
sations came into the field. Among 
them was the Delhi Brotherhood 
Society (DBS). Its roots went back to 
1877 with the Cambridge Mission in 
the capital. This same mission laid 
the foundation of St. Stephen’s Col-
lege in 1881 and St. Stephen’s Hos-
pital in 1885. During the violence 
of Partition, their volunteers would 
take the wounded and refugees ar-
riving at Old Delhi Station to the 

hospital. Many of the injured were 
treated under the care of doctors like 

Dr Ruth Roseveare.
In the Brotherhood House com-

pound in Civil Lines, temporary 
shelter was given under the leader-
ship of Father Weatherall. Rising 
above caste and religion, they pro-
vided water, medicine, shade and 
safety. Volunteers worked tirelessly 
day and night.

DBS was not the only one active. 
Workers of Sanatan Dharma and 
Arya Samaj were engaged in the safe-
ty of refugees coming from across 
the border, relief camps and food 
distribution. Under the leadership 
of Jathedar Santokh Singh, the Sikh 
Gurdwara Management Committees 
and other Sikh organisations took 
charge of food, medical help and se-
curity. Later, these efforts led to the 
founding of Mata Sundri College and 
Harkishan Public School in Delhi.

Who Killed That Angel
The Red Cross was providing med-

icines and health services. Under the 
leadership of Lady Mountbatten, the 
United Council for Relief and Wel-
fare coordinated many non-govern-
ment organisations. Congress relief 
committees, Kasturba workers, the 
Delhi branch of the All India Wom-
en’s Conference and other women’s 
groups were busy with food, clothing 
and care of children. Dr N.C. Joshi 
was serving the wounded in several 
areas including Karol Bagh. He too 
was killed in the riots. Today a hos-
pital in his name runs on Joshi Road 
in Karol Bagh.

Gandhiji’s Doctor Was Also 
Active

The wounded were also being 
treated at Irwin Hospital (now Lok 
Nayak Hospital) and Lady Hardinge 
Hospital. The Principal of Lady Har-
dinge College, Dr K.J. McDermott, 

and her colleague Dr O.P. Bali stayed 
with the patients for eighteen hours 
every day. Gandhiji’s personal physi-
cian, Dr Sushila Nayar, was also with 
the refugees and the wounded. She 
would go with Gandhiji to riot-af-
fected areas and appeal for peace. 
Later she became Delhi’s first Health 
Minister.

Brother Solomon George, in 
charge of DBS, says that Manoj Ku-
mar continued to respect the institu-
tion till the end of his life.

Relief to Thousands of Lives
These voluntary efforts brought 

relief to thousands of lives. Taking 
people from the station to the hospi-
tal, treating the wounded, providing 
food and water in the camps, and to 
some extent controlling the violence- 
all this became possible through 
the hard work of these people. St. 
Stephen’s Hospital and College be-
came living centres of human help 
at that time. Partition gave Delhi 
deep wounds. Lakhs of people were 
displaced, thousands were killed. 
But in that same darkness the light 
of the volunteers also kept shining. 
Without any political self-interest, 
rising above the walls of religion and 
caste, the people who were lifting the 
wounded were the true represent-
atives of humanity. Even today one 
can still meet a few old people who, 
in that difficult time, saw angels 
serving the looted and beaten people 
day and night.

Brotherhood House and St. Ste-
phen’s Hospital still remind us of 
that age when humanity forgot 
everything else and simply helped 
human beings.

MEMORIES OF 1947-  
WHO WAS SUPPORTING THE REFUGEES

INDIA AT 80:  
FROM ACHIEVEMENT TO ASPIRATION

J M R DUNGA

M.sc( Maths ), 
M.sc( Physics)

Senior Teaching  
Faculty in Maths

VIVEK SHUKLA

When Partition tore families apart in 1947, Delhi became a 
city of fear, displacement and death. Yet amid the bloodshed, 

hospitals, relief organisations, volunteers and ordinary citizens 
stepped forward to save lives. Among those who received that 

helping hand was young Manoj Kumar, whose family found 
shelter at Delhi Brotherhood House while his ailing younger 

brother was treated at St. Stephen’s Hospital. The two Civil Lines 
institutions remained symbols of humanity and gratitude for him 

throughout his life. Their story is also a reminder that, in one of 
Delhi’s darkest hours, compassion rose above religion, caste and 

communal hatred to bring relief to thousands.
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NFR Accelerates Safety Modernisation
MALIGAON, 13 AUGUST, 

2026

Northeast Frontier Rail-
way (NFR) is advancing 

the modernisation of its rail-
way network through a series 
of technologydriven Signal-
ling & Telecommunication 
initiatives, reinforcing safety, 
operational resilience, com-
munication reliability and 
passenger-centric services. 
During the period from 1st 
January to 31stJuly 2026, 
several significant S&T inter-
ventions have been commis-
sioned across NFR.

A major thrust has been 
placed on strengthening 
the safety architecture and 
signalling ecosystem. Elec-
tronic Interlocking has been 
commissioned at 9 stations, 
while 40 Level Crossing Gates 
have been interlocked and 
39 Sliding Booms commis-
sioned, enhancing protec-
tion at critical interfaces and 

supporting smoother train 
operations. Further, 29.73 
Route Kilometres of Auto-
matic Block Signalling has 
been commissioned in the 
Aluabari Road–Gaisal–Pan-
jipara section, augmenting 
signalling capabilities and op-
erational efficiency.  NFR has 
simultaneously expanded its 
technology-enabled surveil-
lance framework with CCTV 
systems commissioned at 74 
stations and 24 Level Cross-

ing Gates. This strengthens 
real-time monitoring capa-
bilities and contributes to a 
more robust safety and secu-
rity environment across the 
railway network.  In a signif-
icant step towards operational 
digitalisation, the VoIP-based 
Train Control Communica-
tion System (TCCS) has been 
installed and commissioned 
in the Lumding and Tinsukia 
divisions, facilitating reliable 
communication and support-

ing efficient train control op-
erations. 

Further reinforcing the 
digital backbone of passen-
ger services, RCIL Passenger 
Reservation System circuits 
at 10 Tier-I locations have 
been upgraded from 2 Mbps 
to 10 Mbps, substantially en-
hancing network capacity and 
reliability. Integrated Pas-
senger Information Systems 
have also been provided at 8 
stations, strengthening the 
availability of timely passen-
ger information. 

Through these technologies 
led interventions, N.F. Rail-
way is steadily transitioning 
towards a more resilient, in-
telligent and efficient railway 
ecosystem where advanced 
signalling, digital communi-
cation, surveillance and pas-
senger information systems 
converge to strengthen safety 
and elevate the overall quality 
of railway operations and pas-
senger services.

Operational Transformation through Advanced Signalling & Telecommunication Initiatives

Haryana Cabinet Approves Rules to 
Regulate Private Coaching Institutes
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 

13: 

The Haryana Cabinet, 
which met under the chair-

manship of Chief Minister Sh. 
Nayab Singh Saini here today, 
approved the proposal for 
framing the Haryana Private 
Coaching Institutes (Regis-
tration and Regulation) Rules, 
2026, aimed at providing a 
structured regulatory frame-
work for the registration and 
functioning of private coach-
ing institutes in the state. 
The rules are being framed 
under the Haryana Registra-
tion and Regulation of Private 
Coaching Institutes Act, 2024, 
which provides for registra-
tion and regulation of private 
coaching institutes offering 
coaching for higher studies, 
jobs, professional courses and 
competitive examinations. 
The Act was in consonance 
with the January 2024 guide-
lines issued by GOI. Under the 
approved framework, every 
existing private coaching in-

stitute as well as any institute 
intending to establish a new 
coaching centre will be re-
quired to apply for registration 
through the designated portal. 
A registration fee of ₹10,000 
has been prescribed, payable 
electronically. The concerned 
authority will scrutinise ap-
plications within 30 days and, 
upon finding the application 
complete in all respects, issue 
a registration certificate valid 
for three years. The rules also 
provide for renewal of reg-
istration. A private coaching 
institute will be required to 
apply for renewal at least one 

month before the expiry of its 
registration certificate, along 
with a renewal fee of ₹5,000. 
The renewal certificate will be 
issued within the prescribed 
timeframe after scrutiny of the 
application and removal of any 
deficiencies, where applicable. 
The regulatory framework 
places emphasis on transpar-
ency and accountability in the 
functioning of coaching insti-
tutes. Registered institutes 
will be required to maintain 
prescribed records and upload 
the requisite information on 
their official websites, besides 
furnishing the information to 

the concerned authority an-
nually.

The application framework 
requires coaching institutes 
to provide comprehensive 
information relating to their 
courses and curriculum, dura-
tion and fee structure, number 
and capacity of classrooms, 
maximum students per batch, 
qualifications and biodata 
of teaching, counselling and 
non-teaching staff, and de-
tails of the coaching area in 
relation to the number of stu-
dents. The rules also seek to 
ensure availability of basic 
facilities for students. The pre-
scribed information includes 
facilities such as furniture, ad-
equate lighting, potable drink-
ing water, separate toilets for 
male and female students and 
fire-safety measures, besides 
medical assistance or first-aid, 
parking, library or reading 
room, Wi-Fi, smart boards, 
computer laboratory, hostel 
and canteen facilities. The 

framework further provides 
for submission of details relat-
ing to the building, including 
whether it is owned or taken 
on lease or rent, fire-safety 
certification, structural sta-
bility certification and wheth-
er the building is barrier-free 
for specially-abled students. 
Information regarding veri-
fication of the character and 
antecedents of staff members 
will also be required to fur-
nish. The institute will also 
have to ensure that coaching 
classes for students studying 
in schools or other institutions 
are not conducted during their 
regular studying or working 
hours. The regulatory frame-
work is intended to ensure that 
private coaching institutes 
operate in a transparent, ac-
countable and student-friend-
ly manner while providing the 
government with an effective 
mechanism to monitor their 
functioning and ensure com-
pliance with the law.

Haryana Cabinet Approves Rules to Regulate Private Coaching Institutes

Six militants arrested 
in Manipur, arms & 
ammunition seized

IMPHAL, AUG 13

Security forces, in a series 
of joint operations across 

Manipur, arrested six militants 
belonging to different banned 
militant outfits and recovered 
a cache of arms, ammunition 
and other incriminating mate-
rials during the past 24 hours, 
officials said on Thursday. A 
senior police official said that 
the six extremists were appre-
hended from Kakching, Imphal 
West, and Thoubal districts 
during coordinated operations 
jointly carried out by the Ma-
nipur Police and other Central 
forces, including Assam Rifles.  
The arrested militants belong 
to the proscribed Kangleipak 
Communist Party (KCP) and 
the People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) and its political wing, the 
Revolutionary People's Front 
(RPF), Kanglei Yawol Kanna 
Lup (KYKL) and United Kuki 
National Army (UKNA). Ac-
cording to the police official, 
the arrested militants were 
allegedly involved in various 
unlawful activities, including 
kidnapping and the forcible 
collection of "subscriptions", 
and recruitment of youths in 
the banned outfits. Security 
personnel recovered several 
incriminating documents, sub-
scription receipts, cash, seals, 
letterheads of the banned out-
fits and other materials from 
the possession of the arrested 
militants. An AK series rifle 
with magazine, 12 rounds of 
7.62 mm ammunition, a 9 mm 
pistol with magazine, a Baofeng 
radio set and a Royal Enfield 
bike were recovered from the 
possession of the two arrested 
UKNA militants. In another 
operation in a tribal-inhabited 
Senapati district, the security 
forces also recovered a cache of 
arms and ammunition. The re-
covered weapons included five 
Single-Barrel Breech-Loading 
guns, a 9 mm Pistol, two Chi-
nese hand grenades, 13 rounds 
of different calibres, and 33 
empty cases. Meanwhile, the 
National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) on Wednesday arrested 
an accused in connection with 
an Improvised Explosive De-

vice (IED) attack on a residen-
tial house in Manipur’s Bish-
nupur district. The incident 
occurred at Tronglaobi Awang 
Leikai in Moirang under Bish-
nupur District, on April 7 this 
year and resulted in the death 
of two minor children and inju-
ries to their mother. According 
to Manipur Police, a 5-year-old 
boy and his 6-month-old sister 
were killed, while their moth-
er sustained serious injuries, 
when suspected Kuki militants 
hurled a powerful bomb at their 
home in Tronglaobi village in 
Bishnupur district on April 7 
as the victims were asleep. A 
Manipur Police official said 
that the NIA-arrested militant 
was identified as S Palal Kuki, 
a resident of old Gelmol Vil-
lage, Churachandpur district, 
who had been indulging in sub-
versive and terrorist activities 
prejudicial to the security of the 
state and nation.

"During the course of ex-
amination, the arrested mili-
tant admitted that he was the 
self-styled Finance Head of the 
UKNA outfit,” the official said.

Meanwhile, the security 
forces, comprising the Central 
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) 
and the Manipur Police, have 
continued extensive coun-
ter-insurgency operations, in-
cluding search operations and 
area domination exercises, in 
fringe, mixed-population, and 
other vulnerable areas across 
the state.

As part of the intensified se-
curity measures, 111 nakas and 
checkpoints have been set up 
across the valley and hill dis-
tricts to monitor the movement 
of militants, anti-social ele-
ments and suspicious vehicles.

The security forces have also 
been providing armed escorts 
to trucks and other vehicles 
carrying essential commodities 
along the strategically impor-
tant Imphal-Jiribam National 
Highway (NH-37). Strict secu-
rity arrangements and convoy 
protection continue to remain 
in place along vulnerable 
stretches of the highway to en-
sure the safe and uninterrupted 
movement of passenger and 
goods vehicles.

Parliament’s Mon-
soon Session ended on 

Wednesday with 12 bills 
passed by both Hous-

es, but the government 
and Opposition traded 
charges over repeated 

disruptions and the lack 
of substantive debate, 
particularly in the Lok 

Sabha.
While the government 

highlighted the legislative 
output, the low productivity 
of the Houses and the passage 
of most bills without discus-
sion raised questions over 
the quality of parliamentary 
scrutiny. The 12 bills passed 
by both Houses include legis-
lation related to public exam-
inations, registration of births 
and deaths, the number of Su-
preme Court judges, taxation, 
banking records, tribunals, 
mining and minerals, coop-
erative development and the 
change in Kerala’s name. The 
Indian Statistical Institute 
Bill, 2026, remained pending.

The 12 bills passed by 
both Houses are:

	Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means) 
Amendment Bill, 2026

	Prevention of Insults to 
National Honour (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026

	Registration of Births and 
Deaths (Amendment) Bill, 
2026

	Supreme Court (Number of 
Judges) Amendment Bill, 
2026

	Appropriation (No. 3) Bill, 
2026

	Bankers’ Books Evidence 
Bill, 2026

	Taxation and Other Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026

	Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises Development 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026

	Tribunals Reforms Bill, 
2026

	Kerala (Alteration of Name) 
Bill, 2026

	National Co-operative De-
velopment Corporation 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026

	Mines and Minerals (De-
velopment and Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2026
The Indian Statistical In-

stitute Bill, 2026, however, 
remained pending.

11 BILLS PASSED 
WITHOUT DEBATE IN 

LOK SABHA
Despite the legislative out-

put, the session was marked 
by a significant debate deficit 
in the Lok Sabha. Of the 12 
bills passed, 11 were cleared 
without substantive discus-
sion in the Lower House.

The Public Examinations 
(Prevention of Unfair Means) 
Amendment Bill was the only 
legislation to receive detailed 
consideration in both Houses. 
The bill seeks to strengthen 
measures against paper leaks 
and other unfair practices in 
competitive examinations.

The lack of debate was ac-

companied by repeated dis-
ruptions, slogan-shouting, 
adjournments and Opposition 
walkouts. The government 
said that while some Oppo-
sition parties participated in 
discussions in the Rajya Sab-
ha, the Congress and some 
other parties staged a walk-
out.

LOK SABHA PRODUC-
TIVITY AT 19%

The Lok Sabha recorded 
productivity of only around 
19 per cent of its allotted 
time, while the Rajya Sabha 
functioned at approximately 
39 per cent. The Rajya Sabha 
functioned for 37 hours and 
49 minutes during the session. 
Parliamentary data showed 
that 285 Starred Questions 
were listed, while 380 Zero 
Hour submissions and 380 
Special Mentions were ad-
mitted. However, disruptions 
meant that only 16 Starred 
Questions, 52 Zero Hour sub-
missions and 93 Special Men-
tions could be taken up.
RIJIJU TARGETS OPPO-

SITION
Union Parliamentary Af-

fairs Minister Kiren Rijiju 
blamed the Opposition, par-

ticularly the Congress, for the 
lack of meaningful debate.

“A total of 12 bills were 
passed, but we are not satis-
fied with the quality of discus-
sion because the opposition 
did not allow proper debate 
to take place, especially in the 
Lok Sabha,” Rijiju said after 
the session ended.

Rijiju said the government 
had been willing to discuss is-
sues raised by the Opposition 
but alleged that the latter re-
peatedly avoided debate.

“The opposition seeks an-
swers from the government, 
and the government is bound 
to provide them. Yet inside 
Parliament, the government 
was asking for discussion 
while the opposition was 
making excuses to avoid it,” 
he said.

‘HOW CAN NEW MPS 
LEARN?’

Rijiju also criticised Con-
gress MPs for what he de-
scribed as repeated sloganeer-
ing and disruptions, saying 
the conduct deprived newly 
elected members of an oppor-
tunity to learn parliamentary 
procedures and debate.

“How can new MPs learn 
if there are no debates or dis-
cussions? The fault lies with 
the Congress party,” he said, 
while expressing hope that 
the Winter Session would see 
a change for the better.

With Parliament adjourned 
sine die, the political con-
frontation over the Monsoon 
Session is now set to move 
beyond the House, with the 
government highlighting its 
legislative output and the Op-
position questioning the lack 
of parliamentary debate and 
scrutiny.

12 Bills Passed, Just One 
Debated in Lok Sabha

Madhya Pradesh to implement 
Uniform Civil Code soon,  

says CM Mohan Yadav
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minis-

ter Mohan Yadav on Thurs-
day said the Uniform Civil Code 
will soon be implemented in the 
state, adding that it would place 
Madhya Pradesh among the ma-
jor states in the country where the 
law is already in force. Speaking 
during a Tiranga Yatra on boats 
at Bhoj Taal in Bhopal ahead of 
Independence Day, Yadav said 
the move reflected a commitment 
to equality. “I am happy that the 
Uniform Civil Code is going to be 
implemented in the state. With 
this, Madhya Pradesh will join the 
ranks of the major states (where 
UCC has been implemented) in 
the country, bringing the sacred 
spirit of equality to the state,” he 
said. Yadav said there would be no 
discrimination between people 
on the basis of religion. “Whether 
Hindu, Muslim, Parsi, or Chris-
tian, the same laws will apply 
equally to all,” he said. Referring 
to India’s progress, he added, 
“When we look at our independ-
ence and the developments taking 
place in the world, we feel proud 
of our country. Our three armed 
forces performed amazing feats. 
Today the country has achieved 
unprecedented strength.” At Bho-
pal’s Upper Lake, patriotic songs 
including ‘Mera Rang De Basan-
ti Chola’ were played across the 
Boat Club area. Young athletes 
also staged kayaking and canoe-
ing performances and saluted 
the tricolour through a canoe 
slalom show, an official said. For 

the first time in the country, a 
floating tricolour was also creat-
ed in the middle of the lake, the 
official claimed. Praising the par-
ticipants, Yadav said, “The thrill 
is palpable. This performance 
demonstrates that life is not the 
same. Determination evolves 
with time. These athletes, simi-
larly, face the rocky waves of the 
ocean. Amidst the struggle for 
life and death, they demonstrate 
their accomplishment through 
their determination and skill.” 
He added, “Today, the nation and 
the world are witnessing that the 
tricolour journey can also be car-
ried out by boat. Today, the state is 
setting an amazing record.” Yadav 
also said, “The tricolour is visible 
everywhere today. May God pro-
tect our country from evil eyes. 
May our country be all-powerful 
and capable. Under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Modi, let us all 
move the country forward and 
competently towards the Amrit 
Kaal.” Sports and Youth Welfare 
Minister Vishwas Sarang also 
took part in the Tiranga Yatra on 
a boat, which combined the Cm’s 
announcement on the UCC with 
Independence Day celebrations 
at the lake.

Yogi govt may offer women  
Rs 50,000 via cash transfer or 

expanded welfare schemes
The Uttar Pradesh 

government is consid-
ering up to Rs 50,000 in 
assistance for women. 

The proposal could 
be delivered through 
direct cash transfers, 

expanded welfare 
schemes, or both.

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment is considering 

a proposal to provide fi-
nancial assistance of up to 
Rs 50,000 to women, with 
discussions underway on 
how the benefit should be 
delivered. One option is to 
transfer the amount directly 
into the bank accounts of el-
igible women under a direct 
benefit transfer (DBT) mod-
el. Another proposal is to 
provide the benefit through 
schemes focused on educa-
tion, healthcare and skill de-
velopment. Instead of giving 
Rs 50,000 as a lump-sum 
amount, the BJP govern-
ment may expand existing 
women-focused welfare 
schemes and provide assis-
tance under different heads. 
Some of the key schemes al-
ready being implemented in 
Uttar Pradesh include:

	 Mukhyamantri Kanya 
Sumangala Yojana: 
Provides financial as-
sistance of Rs 15,000 to 
eligible girls from birth 
through different stages 
of education, including 
graduation.

	 Rani Lakshmibai 
Scooty Yojana: Aims to 
provide scooters to mer-
itorious female students 
after they complete grad-
uation.

	 Nirashrit Mahila Pen-
sion Yojana: Provides 
Rs 3,000 every three 

months to eligible des-
titute women, including 
widows, for their liveli-
hood.

	 Rani Lakshmibai Ma-
hila Evam Bal Sam-
man Kosh: Provides 
financial assistance for 
the treatment and reha-
bilitation of women and 
children who are victims 
of serious violence, in-
cluding acid attacks.

	 Mukhyamantri Sam-
uhik Vivah Yojana: 
Provides financial assis-
tance for the marriage of 
daughters from poor and 
destitute families, as well 
as daughters of widowed 
women.

	 Self Help Groups and 
Lakhpati Didi: Focus 
on helping women become 
financially independent 
by connecting them with 
self-employment, small 
businesses and livelihood 
opportunities.

	 UP Roadways free 
travel: Women aged 
above 60 years are pro-
vided free travel on Uttar 
Pradesh Roadways buses.

DIRECT CASH TRANS-
FER ALSO UNDER 
CONSIDERATION
The government is also 

examining the option of 
providing the proposed Rs 
50,000 directly to women's 
bank accounts. However, no 
final decision has been tak-
en on the mode of delivery 
or the structure of the pro-
posed assistance.

The proposal could ul-
timately combine direct 
financial assistance with 
expanded support in areas 
such as education, health-
care, skill development and 
economic empowerment.

Cal HC Revives 
Stay on OBC 
Quota for 114 

Classes
KOLKATA: (AUG 13)

The Calcutta High 
Court said its earlier 

stay on OBC reservations 
to 114 classes has been 
revived as the current 
West Bengal government 
has withdrawn the previ-
ous dispensation's special 
leave petition (SLP) be-
fore the Supreme Court 
challenging the order. The 
court, while declaring void 
the OBC-A certificate of a 
person, held that the peti-
tioner and other persons, 
who participated in the 
National Eligibility cum 
Entrance Test (NEET) 
claiming to be OBCs un-
der the central list must be 
treated as general catego-
ry candidates. It said the 
state or the appropriate 
competent authority con-
cerned may take appropri-
ate steps in the interest of 
students from West Ben-
gal claiming to be OBCs 
under classes pre-existing 
2010 participating in na-
tional and state tests.

People who park their vehicles 
outside homes may have to pay 

annual fee in Bengaluru
BENGALURU: (AUG 13) 

Bengaluru residents 
who park their vehi-

cles on public roads out-
side their homes may have 
to pay an annual fee of 
up to Rs 25,000, depend-
ing on the type of vehicle, 
under the draft Great-
er Bengaluru Authority 
(Parking) Rules, 2026, 
published by the Karnata-
ka government.

The draft rules pro-

pose a minimum annual 
residential parking per-
mit fee of Rs 15,000 for 
hatchbacks, Rs 20,000 
for sedans and Rs 25,000 
for sports utility vehicles 
(SUVs).

However, residential 
parking on roads other 
than arterial and sub-ar-
terial roads will be per-
mitted only for vehicles 
with a residential parking 
permit issued by the re-
spective city corporation.
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Load shedding fuels public anger, minister says no other option
DHAKA

The ongoing energy crisis 
in Bangladesh has attract-
ed public frustration as the 
government has ordered load 
shedding due to reduced pow-
er generation in the coun-
try, local media reported on 
Thursday. Leading Bangla-
deshi daily Prothom Alo noted 
that the offices of power dis-
tribution companies asked for 
help from police headquarters 
and law-enforcement agencies 
in many districts to increase 
security.

“The government has also 
changed the operating hours 
of shopping malls, markets 
and shops across the country 
as part of efforts to conserve 
electricity. Under the new 
schedule, these establish-
ments may remain open from 
11:00 am to 8:00 pm,” the 
newspaper reported.

The measures that took ef-
fect Wednesday include turn-
ing off illuminated billboards 
by 7 pm, while any type of 
decorative lights have been 
ordered to remain off entirely.

Minister for Power, Energy 
and Mineral Resources Iqbal 
Hassan Mahmud noted the 
government’s limited capaci-
ty, saying that there is no oth-
er option to manage the load 
shedding.

"All I want to say is, we are 
working... In this time of cri-
sis, I have nothing to do. Be-
cause now I will not be able to 
extract gas or, without Float-
ing Storage and Regasification 
Unit (FSRU), I will not be able 
to extract the gas that I have," 
he was quoted as saying by 
Prothom Alo on Thursday.

The Bangladesh Rural Elec-
tricity Association wrote a 
letter to the police headquar-

ters on Wednesday asking for 
increased security measures 
in 80 rural electricity associ-
ations in the country.

According to the associa-
tion, public anger is increas-
ing due to excessive load shed-
ding in rural areas. It said that 
in some places substations are 
being attacked. The letter re-
quested that security be pro-
vided in the substations and 
offices of rural electricity as-

sociations across the country. 
There are two floating termi-
nals in Cox's Bazar to supply 
imported LNG.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh’s 
Awami League has accused 
the ruling BNP government 
of pushing the country into 
an unprecedented energy cri-
sis, saying it has continued 
the “fatal policy inertia” of 
the previous interim admin-
istration led by Muhammad 
Yunus. The party claimed that 
daily power outages lasting 
between six and 12 hours have 
made life increasingly difficult 
for people across the country.

Expressing grave concern 
over the situation, the Awami 
League said, “The crisis is no 
longer a temporary inconve-
nience; it is a full-blown sys-
temic collapse. As record-set-
ting power deficits paralyse 
major cities and regional 
districts alike, one question 

echoes across the global com-
munity: Can a civilised, de-
veloping nation truly function 
under such complete institu-
tional failure?

Highlighting the immedi-
ate and devastating human 
and economic impact of pro-
longed load shedding, the par-
ty said that the energy crisis 
has disrupted personal lives, 
while affecting major sectors 
including education, health-
care, industry and the broader 
economy.

“Ordinary life has been re-
duced to a daily calculation 
of heat, darkness and scarci-
ty. Families lose sleep. Small 
shops close early. Cooking 
and basic routines are dis-
rupted for hours at a stretch. 
Education has been hit hard. 
Students across rural and 
semi-urban areas study by 
phone light or abandon eve-
ning work entirely. 

Quad aligned in advancing closer collaboration, delivering 
results for free and open Indo-Pacific: US envoy Gor

NEW DELHI
 
US Ambassador to India, Ser-
gio Gor, said on Thursday that 
Quad nations are aligned in 
advancing closer collaboration 
and delivering results for a free 
and open Indo-Pacific.

Gor made the statement fol-
lowing his meeting with Aus-
tralia's High Commissioner to 
India Philip Green and Japan's 
Ambassador to India Keiichi 
Ono, where they discussed up-
coming Quad initiatives.

Quad brings together four 
countries - India, Australia, 
Japan, and the United States, 
with a commitment to work 
as a force for global good and 
to support an open, free, and 
inclusive Indo-Pacific that is 
prosperous and resilient.

"Productive discussions to-
day with Australia's High Com-
missioner to India Philip Green 
and Japan's Ambassador to 
India Ono Keiichi on upcoming 
Quad initiatives and meetings. 

Together with India, our four 
nations are aligned in advanc-
ing closer collaboration and 
delivering results for a free and 
open Indo-Pacific," Gor wrote 
on X following the meeting.

Last month, External Affairs 
Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar, 
Australian Foreign Minister 
Penny Wong, Japanese Foreign 
Minister Toshimitsu Motegi, 
and US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio participated in the 
Quad Foreign Ministers' Meet-

ing in Manila. The ministers re-
affirmed their commitment to a 
free and open Indo-Pacific and 
underlined their strong support 
for ASEAN's unity and central-
ity in the region. In a joint state-
ment, EAM Jaishankar, Wong, 
Motegi and Rubio underscored 
the Quad's strong resolve for 
the Indo-Pacific region's pros-
perity and its cooperation with 
ASEAN and its member states.

"As ASEAN Comprehensive 
Strategic Partners, we, the Sec-

retary of State of the United 
States and the Foreign Min-
isters of Australia, India, and 
Japan, met today in Manila to 
reaffirm our commitment to 
strengthening a free and open 
Indo-Pacific and our unwaver-
ing support for ASEAN unity 
and centrality. We are deeply 
invested in the region's success 
and in cooperating with ASE-
AN and its member states," 
read the joint statement issued 
following the Quad Foreign 
Ministers Meeting in Manila.

The foreign ministers of 
member states also discussed 
regional challenges and ways 
to strengthen support for the 
"practical implementation" 
of the ASEAN Outlook on the 
Indo-Pacific (AOIP) through 
"shared priorities of maritime 
and transnational security, 
economic prosperity and se-
curity, critical and emerging 
technologies, and humanitar-
ian assistance and emergency 
response."

False and Fabricated: Baloch group rejects 
Pakistan’s claims on Surab airstrikes

QUETTA

Several Baloch activists and hu-
man rights bodies on Thursday 
strongly rejected the statement 
issued by Pakistan’s Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR)- 
the official media and public 
relations wing for Pakistan's 
Armed Forces — following the 
Pakistani airstrikes in Baloch-
istan’s Surab, describing it as 
‘false and fabricated’.

The criticism came after the 
Director General of Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (DG 
ISPR) attempted to downplay 
the Surab attack, which killed 
more than 30 civilians, includ-
ing women and children, and 
injured several others, by at-
tributing it to the premature 
detonation of a Vehicle-Borne 
Improvised Explosive Device 
(VBIED) allegedly linked to a 
militant group.

The incident took place in the 
early hours of Wednesday when 

the Pakistani Air Force report-
edly carried out indiscriminate 
bombardment in residential ar-
eas in the Gidar area of Surab, 
killing civilians and causing sig-
nificant damage to properties.

Slamming Pakistan's official 
remarks, a leading Baloch hu-
man rights defender, Mir Yar 
Baloch, took to X and posted: 
“DGISPR, which serves as the 
official spokesperson for the Pa-

kistani military, has long faced 
severe criticism over its mislead-
ing and fabricated statements 
and official positions regarding 
controversial military opera-
tions.” “The Surab massacre was 
a planned act of collective pun-
ishment, and local residents of 
Surab stand as witnesses to the 
fact that the Pakistan Air Force 
deliberately targeted a civilian 
population under the cover of 

darkness, severely affecting an 
entire village and leaving its res-
idents to bear the devastating 
consequences,” he added.

Human rights body Baloch 
Voice for Justice (BVJ) alleged 
that the DGISPR resorted to “ex-
treme exaggeration” and made 
a failed attempt to construct a 
“so-called narrative” that con-
tradicted the facts, apparently 
to conceal the ongoing “war 

crimes” in Balochistan by Paki-
stani forces. The rights body not-
ed that the reality on the ground 
can no longer be concealed by 
“distorting the facts.”

Calling for an immediate, 
transparent, and independent 
investigation into the attacks in 
Surab, the BVJ said, “Indepen-
dent observers and journalists 
must be granted access to the 
affected area, all available evi-
dence must be preserved, and 
those responsible for the deaths 
of civilians must be identified 
and held accountable. No state 
institution should be allowed to 
target civilians and subsequent-
ly conceal the facts.”

The Baloch Students Organ-
isation (BSO)-Azad also dis-
missed the remarks, stating that 
Pakistani media and the “pup-
pets of its Government” keep ab-
sorbing the realities of Baloch-
istan through “fabricated and 
polished narratives” of ISPR.

“The immoral state of Paki-

stan must be accountable for the 
destruction of civilian homes 
and massacre of women, chil-
dren and elderly people. Interna-
tional Communities must take 
this massacre into account and 
concern the ongoing Genocide 
in Balochistan,” the BSO stated.

Meanwhile, a shutter-down 
and wheel-jam strike were ob-
served across several districts 
in Balochistan on Thursday, 
expressing solidarity with the 
people of Surab and protest-
ing against the aerial bombing 
of civilians, following a call by 
the Baloch Yakjehti Committee 
(BYC).

“The loss of civilian lives, de-
struction of homes, and suffer-
ing of families in Surab demand 
urgent attention from human 
rights organisations and the in-
ternational community. Every 
civilian life lost is a human life, 
and every family shattered de-
serves justice and accountabili-
ty,’ the BYC stated.

Indian NCC delegation visits 
Presidential Palace in Vietnam, 

pays respects to Ho Chi Minh
HANOI

A 15-member National Cadet 
Corps (NCC) delegation, cur-
rently on a tour of Vietnam 
as part of the Annual Youth 
Exchange Programme, visited 
the Presidential Palace and the 
Mausoleum of President Ho 
Chi Minh in Hanoi on Thurs-
day.

“Indian Cadet Corps del-
egation visits and exchanges 
in Vietnam: The Indian Cadet 
Corps delegation, during their 
visit to Hanoi, Vietnam, paid 
respects at the Mausoleum of 
President Ho Chi Minh, laid 
a wreath, and expressed their 
reverence for Vietnam's be-
loved leader. Afterwards, the 
delegation visited the Presi-
dential Palace, learning more 
about Vietnam's rich history 
and heritage,” the Indian Em-
bassy in Vietnam wrote on X.

According to the Embas-
sy, the delegation also visited 
the Hanoi Children's Palace, 
where they had an exchange 
session with the Director re-
garding the Palace's activities, 
functions, and role in nurtur-
ing and educating the younger 
generation.

“At the end of the day, the 
delegation stopped by the Viet-
nam Military History Muse-
um, where the cadets learned 

about Vietnam's remarkable 
military journey and history. 
A day of gratitude, learning, 
cultural exchange, and ex-
periences — contributing to 
strengthening the friendship 
between Indian and Vietnam-
ese youth,” the Embassy noted.

On Wednesday, the dele-
gation visited the Indian Em-
bassy in Hanoi and interacted 
with Ambassador Tshering W 
Sherpa.

“India-Vietnam defence co-
operation. A delegation from 
the National Cadet Corps con-
sisting of 15 members from In-
dia is visiting Vietnam as part 
of the Annual Youth Exchange 
Programme. During their 
visit to the Indian Embassy 
in Hanoi, the delegation had 
an exchange with Ambassa-
dor Tshering W. Sherpa, who 
provided information on the 
multifaceted, forward-looking 
relationship between India 
and Vietnam, including the 
increasingly developing and 
robust defence cooperation,” 
the Embassy stated.

It noted that the delegation 
will visit defence, historical, 
cultural, and educational facil-
ities in Hanoi and Nha Trang, 
thereby contributing to en-
hancing understanding and 
friendship between the youth 
of the two countries.

Abduction of Panchen Lama result of China prioritising 
political control over religious tradition: Report

BEIJING

The abduction of the 11th 
Panchen Lama was a direct 
result of China's decision to 
prioritise political control over 
religious tradition. The case 
showcases how authoritarian 
regimes use religious succes-
sion to maintain power, a report 
has detailed.

In the mid-1990s, China and 
Dharamshala agreed to joint-
ly search for the 11th Panchen 
Lama. China appointed Chadrel 
Rinpoche, a respected abbot 
of Tashilhunpo Monastery, to 
head the search committee, to 
find the rightful reincarnation 
of the Panchen Lama, a figure 
second only to the Dalai Lama 
in Tibetan Buddhism, Khe-
droob Thondup, nephew of the 
Dalai Lama, wrote in The Tibet 

Express. After investigation, 
Chadrel Rinpoche identified 
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima as the 
reincarnation. Initially, China 
and Dharamshala agreed on the 
choice, and Chadrel Rinpoche 
wrote to the Tibetan spiritual 
leader, the Dalai Lama, to make 
the formal announcement. In 
May 1995, the Dalai Lama rec-

ognised Gedhun Choekyi Ny-
ima as the 11th Panchen Lama.

After the Dalai Lama's an-
nouncement, China reversed 
its initial confirmation and 
termed the announcement 
'illegal' and installed its own 
candidate, Gyaincain Norbu, as 
the state‑sanctioned Panchen 
Lama. Three days after the Da-

lai Lama's announcement, Ged-
hun Choekyi Nyima (six) and 
his family were kidnapped.

According to Thondup, 
the whereabouts of the 11th 
Panchen Lama remain un-
known even after 30 years. Chi-
na's refusal to provide evidence 
of his safety demonstrates the 
political nature of his disap-
pearance. China's reversal to 
recognise Gedhun Choekyi Ny-
ima as the 11th Panchen Lama 
showcases the fragility of ne-
gotiated understandings when 
spiritual legitimacy collides 
with political authority.

"The abduction of Gedhun 
Choekyi Nyima was not an acci-
dent of history — it was the di-
rect result of Beijing’s decision 
to prioritise political control 
over religious tradition. The ini-
tial agreement.

EAM Jaishankar meets Liberian 
FM, discusses safety and 

security of commercial shipping
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S Jaishankar on Thurs-
day met his Liberian counter-
part Sara Beysolow Nyanti and 
discussed the safety and secu-
rity of commercial shipping, as 
well as mining, health, agricul-
ture, water, and training.

"Delighted to meet Foreign 
Minister Sara Beysolow Nyan-
ti of Liberia.Congratulated her 
on the inauguration of new 
Embassy of Liberia in New 
Delhi today. Had productive 
conversation on safety and se-
curity of commercial shipping, 
mining, health, agriculture, 
water and training," EAM 
Jaishankar stated on X.

“Our meeting also focused 
on much-needed UNSC re-
forms. Confident that our 
South - South cooperation will 
continue to strengthen,” he 
added.

The Liberian Foreign Min-
ister arrived in India earlier 
in the day. Extending a warm 
welcome to the s Foreign Min-
ister, the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) stated, "Warm-
ly welcome Foreign Minister 
Sara Beysolow Nyanti of Libe-
ria on her arrival in New Delhi. 
The visit provides an opportu-

nity to further strengthen the 
warm and close ties between 
India and Liberia." On Tues-
day, EAM Jaishankar met a 
Parliamentary delegation from 
Liberia for a peer learning pro-
gramme and reaffirmed com-
mitment towards deeper Glob-
al South partnership.

"A pleasure to meet a Par-
liamentary Delegation from 
Liberia visiting India for the 
IBSA‑funded peer‑learning 
programme. Exchanged views 
on development programmes, 
sharing the experience of 
Jan‑Dhan Yojana, MUDRA 
Yojana, SVAnidhi, Garib Kaly-
an Anna Yojana, Jal Jeevan 
Mission, Beti Bachao Beti Pad-
hao Yojana, and Mission Am-
rit Sarovar. Appreciated their 
interest and reaffirmed our 
commitment towards deeper 
Global South partnership," 
he wrote on X. The delegation 
comprised members of the Li-
berian Senate and the House 
of Representatives.

No ship can safely pass Hormuz 
without our permission: Iranian army

TEHRAN

Iran's main military command, 
Khatam al-Anbiya Central Head-
quarters, on Thursday stated 
that no vessel can safely transit 
the Strait of Hormuz without the 
permission of Iran, local media 
reported.

"The false American claims 
that ships are passing through 
the Strait of Hormuz normally 
are nothing more than lies and 
falsehoods," the spokesman of 
the headquarters stated, Iran’s 
state-controlled Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) 
reported.

"It is announced that the Strait 
of Hormuz, as in the past, is un-
der the complete management 
and control of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, and no commer-
cial ship or tanker will be able to 
safely transit through this strait 

without the permission and su-
pervision of the powerful Iranian 
armed forces," he added.

Earlier in the day, Iran’s For-
eign Minister Sayed Abbas Arag-
chi said that the US has miscal-
culated the war on Iran.

"The US has long miscalcu-
lated due to intelligence failures. 
Case in point: The war on Iran. 
Now, an even bigger miscalcu-
lation on the Strait of Hormuz. 
Worse than fake news is fake in-
telligence. Be careful," he stated 
on X. On Wednesday, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump said the 
United States has “total control” 
over the Strait of Hormuz and in-
dicated that Washington intends 
to retain its hold over the strate-
gic waterway. 

"The USA has total control 
over the Strait of Hormuz. I think 
we will keep it!" Trump said in a 
post on Truth Social.

China using Buddhism 
as tool for political 

control: Report

BEIJING

The Chinese Communist Par-
ty (CCP) has described reli-
gion as superstition, a relic 
of feudalism, and a distrac-
tion from socialist moderni-
sation. However, China has 
been tolerating and actively 
promoting Buddhism as it 
has become Beijing's tool for 
political control, a report has 
detailed.

According to a report in 
the Journal of Democracy, 
the ideological foundation of 
the CCP is based on Marxism, 
and religion, according to it, is 
a distraction from class strug-
gle and revolutionary prog-
ress. For years, temples were 
destroyed, monks defrocked, 
and scriptures burned in Chi-
na, particularly during the 
Cultural Revolution. Later, 
the CCP learnt that religion 
cannot be eliminated through 
decree.

"China is officially athe-
ist. The Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) has long declared 
religion to be superstition, a 
relic of feudalism, and a dis-
traction from socialist mod-
ernisation. Yet walk through 
Beijing, Shanghai, or Chengdu 
today, and you will find Bud-
dhist temples restored, in-
cense burning, monks in saf-
fron robes chanting sutras," 
Khedroop Thondup, nephew 
of the 14th Dalai Lama, wrote 

in the Journal of Democracy. 
"The contradiction is strik-
ing: an atheist state that not 
only tolerates Buddhism but 
actively promotes it. The rea-
son is not spiritual awakening 
but political calculation. Bud-
dhism, stripped of its tran-
scendence, has become a tool 
of political control — a way to 
shape belief, channel devo-
tion, and reinforce loyalty to 
the state," the author added.

China has officially rec-
ognised five religions - Bud-
dhism, Taoism, Islam, Ca-
tholicism, and Protestantism. 
However, Buddhism has a 
special place in China as it 
is considered indigenous, 
culturally Chinese, and po-
litically quiet. For the CCP, 
Buddhism is perfect for "civil 
religion", as the framework 
reinforces authority without 
challenging it.

It is estimated that around 
100 million people in China 
identify themselves as Bud-
dhist today. However, the prac-
tices of Buddhists are moni-
tored by the state. The CCP's 
use of Buddhism is systematic, 
with each monastery required 
to register with the state, and 
abbots often chosen for their 
political reliability instead of 
spiritual authority. In China, 
Buddhist teachings are rein-
terpreted to underscore obedi-
ence, harmony and patriotism, 
the report mentioned.
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Sensex rises 100 points while Nifty 
slips as IndiGo, NTPC lift market

Benchmark indices 
ended on a mixed note 

on Wednesday, with the 
Sensex gaining more 
than 100 points while 

the Nifty 50 closed low-
er, as buying in select 

heavyweight stocks and 
broader market segments 

helped offset weakness 
in financial, metal and 

energy stocks.

The BSE Sensex rose 113.61 
points, or 0.15%, to close at 
78,079.96. The NSE Nifty 
50, however, declined 40.10 
points, or 0.16%, to 24,395.85.

The market remained 
range-bound through the ses-
sion, with investors weighing 
softer inflation readings in 
India and the US against con-
cerns around elevated crude 
oil prices and continued ge-
opolitical uncertainty in the 
Middle East.

INDIGO, NTPC LEAD 
SENSEX GAINERS

Among the Sensex stocks, 
IndiGo was the top gainer, ris-
ing 2.86%, followed by NTPC, 
which gained 2.01%. Bharat 

Electronics rose 1.98%, while 
Larsen & Toubro advanced 
1.95%. Hindustan Unilever 
gained 1.72%, Eternal rose 
1.60% and Tech Mahindra 
added 1.54%. Bajaj Finance, 
Asian Paints, Trent and 
HCLTech also ended higher.

On the losing side, UltarT-
ech Cement fell 1.68%, mak-
ing it the biggest Sensex lag-
gard. Titan declined 1.08%, 
while ICICI Bank fell 1.26%. 
Reliance Industries slipped 
0.80%, Infosys dropped 
0.50% and Power Grid de-
clined 0.76%.
IT, FMCG AND REALTY 

SUPPORT MARKET

The sectoral performance 
was mixed. Nifty Chemicals 
was the biggest gainer, ris-
ing 1.25%, while Nifty Real-
ty gained 0.97% and Nifty 
FMCG advanced 0.84%.

Nifty IT rose 0.39%, Nif-
ty Media gained 0.37% and 
Nifty Auto added 0.10%. 
Nifty Financial Services ex-
Bank and Nifty Midcap Fi-
nancial Services also ended 
marginally higher. On the 
other hand, Nifty Metal fell 
1.05%, while Nifty Pharma 
declined 0.28%. Nifty PSU 
Bank slipped 0.32% and Nifty 
Private Bank fell 0.54%. Nif-
ty Financial Services 25/50 

declined 0.44%, while Nifty 
Oil & Gas fell 0.37%. Nifty 
Healthcare declined 0.30%, 
while Nifty Consumer Dura-
bles fell 0.47%. Nifty Midcap 
Healthcare was down 0.12%, 
while Nifty Midcap IT & Tel-
ecom gained 0.82%.

The broader market per-
formed better than the bench-
mark indices. The Nifty Small-
cap 100 rose 0.27%, while 
the Nifty Midcap 50 gained 
0.22%. The Nifty Midcap 100 
advanced 0.15%. The Nifty 
100 declined 0.14%, while 
the Nifty 200 fell 0.08% and 
the Nifty 500 slipped 0.06%. 
The India VIX, a measure of 
expected market volatility, 
fell 2.33% to 11.42, suggesting 
that near-term volatility re-
mained contained.
INFLATION, CRUDE OIL 

IN FOCUS
Vinod Nair, Head of Re-

search, Geojit Investments 
Limited, said, "Softer-than-
feared inflation readings in 
both the U.S. and India pro-
vided support to investor 
sentiment, reinforcing expec-
tations that the Fed and the 

RBI can maintain a patient 
policy stance in the near term. 
Yet, elevated crude oil prices 
remain a key overhang, with 
geopolitical uncertainty in 
the Middle East preventing a 
stronger risk-on move.

"Meanwhile, the ongoing 
earnings season has broadly 
reinforced confidence in In-
dia's underlying demand en-
vironment and corporate re-
silience, helping cushion the 
impact of external headwinds. 
In the near term, market di-
rection is likely to be shaped 
by developments in energy 
markets, geopolitical risks 
and the sustainability of for-
eign capital inflows."

The market's mixed close 
came as investors balanced 
improving inflation condi-
tions and resilient corporate 
earnings against the risks 
from crude oil prices and geo-
political uncertainty. The per-
formance of global markets, 
foreign fund flows and devel-
opments in the energy market 
are likely to remain important 
triggers for Indian equities in 
the near term.

BHEL enters into strategic tie-
up with Hystar AS, Norway for
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 13

Bharat Heavy Electricals 
Limited (BHEL) and Hys-

tar AS, Norway have entered 
into a strategic tie-up which 
shall enable phased indige-
nisation and local manufac-
turing of PEM electrolyser 
systems for green hydrogen 
projects in India.

The agreement was signed 
by Mr. Y. Srinivas Rao, Exec-
utive Director (Heavy Power 
Equipment Plant, Hydera-
bad), and Mr. Sutripto De, 
General Manager & Head 
(New & Renewable Energy 
Business), on behalf of BHEL, 
and by Mr. Fredrik Mowill, 
CEO (Hystar) on behalf of 
Hystar AS Norway; in the 
presence of Mr. Arvinn Eike-
land Gadgil, Chargé d’Affair-
es, Royal Norwegian Embassy 

in New Delhi, and Ms. Bani 
Varma, Director (Industrial 
Systems & Products, BHEL), 
Mr. S M Ramanathan, Direc-
tor (Engineering, Research 
& Development, BHEL), and 
other senior officials. Notably, 
BHEL has already entered into 
a strategic tie-up with thys-
senkrupp nucera India Pri-
vate Limited for alkaline elec-

trolyser systems earlier this 
year. This collaboration with 
Hystar for PEM electrolyser 
systems further strengthens 
BHEL’s position as one of the 
few Indian players capable 
of offering both alkaline and 
PEM electrolyser solutions 
to serve the country’s emerg-
ing green hydrogen market. 
Moreover, the collaboration 

will also strengthen BHEL’s 
project execution capabilities 
for green hydrogen projects in 
India. BHEL is one of India’s 
leading engineering and man-
ufacturing companies, with 
decades of experience across 
power, transmission, renewa-
bles, oil & gas, transportation, 
defence and aerospace sec-
tors. The company has played 
a key role in building India’s 
industrial infrastructure and 
is now leveraging its engi-
neering, manufacturing and 
project execution capabilities 
to address emerging clean 
energy areas, including Green 
Hydrogen. This agreement 
marks a significant step in en-
hancing BHEL’s contribution 
to the National Green Hydro-
gen Mission and the Govern-
ment of India’s Make in India 
initiative.

PEM Electrolyser Systems

Reliance Digital Brings 
Digital India Sale Crazy 

Offers (D.I.S.C.O.)
MUMBAI, AUGUST 13, 

2026

Reliance Digital, In-
dia's largest consum-

er electronics retailer, has 
launched D.I.S.C.O. (Digital 
India Sale Crazy Offers), a re-
freshed identity for its iconic 
Digital India Sale. Running 
till 16 August across Reli-
ance Digital stores, Reli-
anceDigital.in and MyJio 
Stores, the campaign brings 
irresistible offers across 
smartphones, TVs, laptops, 
home appliances and more. 
Bringing together some of 
the season's best deals on 
consumer electronics and 
appliances, the sale offers 
enhanced exchange value 
on old products, exchange 
bonuses of up to ₹15,000 
on select electronics, a flat 
50% off on the purchase of a 
second product, discounts of 
up to ₹30,000 through bank 
cards, paper finance and 
UPI, and a complimentary 
one-year extended warran-
ty during the sale.  Whether 
you're planning to upgrade 
your smartphone, TV, laptop 
or home appliances, there's 
never a better time to do it. 
India's biggest electronics 
sale just got its groove on. 
Here's a look at some of the 
irresistible D.I.S.C.O. offers:

Smartphones & Ac-
cessories: Whether cus-
tomers are looking for an 

affordable 4G smartphone 
starting at ₹10,999, a 5G 
smartphone from ₹13,999, 
or premium flagship devic-
es including iPhones and 
foldables priced up to ₹2 
lakh, Reliance Digital has 
options across every price 
segment. Customers can 
also enjoy up to 30 months 
No Cost EMI, exchange bo-
nuses of up to ₹10,000 on 
select smartphones, up to 
10% off on UPI payments for 
earbuds, headphones, Blue-
tooth speakers, wearables 
and mobile accessories, and 
a flat 50% off on select Blue-
tooth speakers, earbuds and 
power banks with purchases 
worth ₹15,000 or more.

Home Appliances: 
Shop for Rs 50,000 & above 
and get Dyson Big Ball Vacu-
um Cleaner worth Rs 43,900 
at Rs 13,900. Upgrade your 
home entertainment with 
65-inch 4K UHD Google 
TVs starting at ₹39,990, and 
choose from Side by Side 
Refrigerators starting at 
₹39,990 & get freebie worth 
upto 12000/-* & exchange 
benefits upto 15,000/-*. 
Customers can also bring 
home a Washer Dryer start-
ing at ₹55,990 with freebies 
worth ₹18,000.

Laptops: Get a FREE 
1+2 Years Extended Warran-
ty and Exchange Benefits up 
to ₹5,000 on Laptops Start-
ing at Just ₹39,999

Tata Sons Faces Key Challenges 
After Chandrasekaran Exit

N Chandrasekaran will 
step down as Tata Sons 

chairman when his term 
ends in February 2027. 
The move leaves Noel 
Tata weighing succes-

sion, IPO plans and the 
group's capital-heavy 

bets.

Chandrasekaran has decid-
ed not to offer himself for 

reappointment when his cur-
rent tenure ends on February 
20, 2027. The decision brings 
the curtains down on nearly a 
decade of his leadership of Tata 
Sons, but it also comes at a cru-
cial point for the group's hold-
ing company.

The first task is already un-
derway. The Sir Dorabji Tata 
Trust has decided to initiate 
the setting up of a Selection 
Committee to recommend a 
new chairman of the Tata Sons 
board. Tata Trusts has also 
said it will support Tata Sons 
in ensuring a smooth and or-
derly leadership transition. But 
whoever takes over will inherit 
several unresolved issues, from 
the future of the Tata Sons IPO 
and its regulatory status to the 
group's massive investments in 
semiconductors, batteries and 
aviation.

FINDING THE NEXT 
CHAIRMAN

The immediate challenge 
for Tata Sons is to find a suc-
cessor to Chandrasekaran. 
His tenure saw the Tata Group 
make some of its biggest bets 
in years, including its return 
to semiconductors, expansion 
in electronics and the acqui-

sition and rebuilding of Air 
India. The next chairman will 
therefore inherit a group that 
is significantly different from 
the one Chandrasekaran took 
charge of in 2017. The question 
for Tata Sons is not simply who 
can replace Chandrasekaran, 
but what kind of leadership the 
group needs for its next phase.

One view among analysts is 
that the next chairman could 
bring greater focus on capital 
discipline and extracting re-
turns from businesses after 
years of expansion.

THE TATA SONS IPO 
QUESTION

The biggest structural ques-
tion hanging over Tata Sons is 
its potential listing.

Tata Sons has been classified 
by the RBI as a core investment 
company and remains in the 
NBFC upper layer. RBI retained 
Tata Sons in the upper-layer list 
for FY27 on August 6, although 
its inclusion was stated to be 
without prejudice to its appli-
cation for deregistration, which 
remains under examination. 
If Tata Sons can demonstrate 
that its future activities fall 
outside the NBFC regulatory 
framework, it could potential-
ly continue as a holding com-

pany without being subject to 
the mandatory listing require-
ment. But the listing question 
has divided stakeholders. Noel 
Tata, chairman of Tata Trusts, 
has opposed a listing because 
of concerns over its impact on 
the group's long-term charac-
ter, control and philanthrop-
ic objectives. A public Tata 
Sons would also bring outside 
shareholders and greater mar-
ket scrutiny to the apex of the 
group. For the Shapoorji Pal-
lonji Group, which owns around 
18.4% of Tata Sons, the cal-
culation is different. A listing 
could provide a way to unlock 
value from its stake and create 
a transparent market valua-
tion and greater liquidity. That 
makes the Tata Sons IPO much 
more than a regulatory ques-
tion. It goes to the heart of how 
the Tata Group wants its hold-
ing company to function.

AIR INDIA REMAINS A 
MAJOR TEST

Air India could prove to be 
one of the toughest tests for 
Tata Sons' next phase. The Tata 
Group took control of the airline 
in 2022 with the ambition of re-
building a national carrier into 
a globally competitive airline, 
but the turnaround has been 

hit by financial, operational and 
regulatory challenges. The big-
gest setback came with the Air 
India AI171 crash in June 2025, 
which killed 260 people. The ac-
cident brought intense scrutiny 
of the airline's safety and oper-
ating practices and has made 
restoring confidence a central 
challenge for the group. Air In-
dia's financial performance has 
also remained under pressure. 
The combined Air India group 
reported a net loss of Rs 22,238 
crore in FY26, more than double 
the Rs 10,859-crore loss report-
ed in FY25, while revenue fell 
nearly 9% to Rs 71,870 crore. 
The airline has also faced reg-
ulatory hurdles. DGCA inspec-
tions identified multiple lapses, 
including seven classified as 
Level I significant breaches, 
according to the harder docu-
ment-based figure cited in the 
research material. Regulators 
have also flagged instances of an 
aircraft being operated multiple 
times without a valid airwor-
thiness certificate and flights 
where emergency equipment 
checks had not been carried out. 
And the safety questions have 
not disappeared. On August 4, 
an Air India Phuket-Delhi flight, 
AI2379, experienced a sudden 
altitude variation of around 
300 feet during turbulence, 
leaving 20 passengers and four 
cabin crew members injured. A 
subsequent post-flight mainte-
nance report recorded 11 system 
alerts within two to three min-
utes, including three hydraulic 
low-pressure warnings involv-
ing the aircraft's green, yellow 
and blue hydraulic systems. 

TVK govt secures  
Rs 67,542 crore at maiden 
investment conclave in TN

CHENNAI, AUG 13 

The three-month-old 
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhag-

am (TVK)-led coalition gov-
ernment secured investment 
commitments worth Rs 
67,542 crore at its first major 
investment conclave in Chen-
nai on Thursday, marking a 
significant push to accelerate 
industrial growth and em-
ployment generation across 
Tamil Nadu. A total of 97 
memoranda of understand-
ing were signed at the Vettri 
Tamil Nadu Investment Con-
clave 2026 in the presence 
of Chief Minister C. Joseph 
Vijay, Industries Minister S. 
Keerthana, Industries Secre-
tary S. Vijayakumar and sen-
ior officials of the state's in-
vestment promotion agency. 
The latest agreements have 
taken the total investment 
commitments attracted by 
the state government during 
its first 100 days in office be-
yond Rs 1 lakh crore. Togeth-
er, the projects are expected 
to generate more than 1.2 
lakh employment opportuni-
ties across a range of sectors.

Keerthana said the com-
mitments amounted to an 
average investment of nearly 
Rs 1,000 crore for every day 
the state government had 
been in office. She added that 
the projects would advance 
Tamil Nadu's ambition of be-
coming a $1.5-trillion econ-
omy by 2036, while creating 
jobs and extending industrial 
development to less-devel-
oped districts. A diversified 
industrial group committed 
Rs 2,500 crore for projects 
in renewable energy, electric 
mobility, automotive servic-
es, charging infrastructure 
and digital mobility solu-
tions. The proposal includes 
solar, wind and battery pro-

jects with a combined renew-
able-energy capacity exceed-
ing 200 MW.

Ramanathapuram secured 
a Rs 1,000-crore project, de-
scribed as the district's first 
major industrial investment. 
In the automobile sector, 
Rs 4,000 crore will be in-
vested to expand a 400-acre 
commercial-vehicle design, 
research, development and 
manufacturing facility at 
Oragadam. Further commit-
ments include Rs 2,000 crore 
for a new manufacturing 
plant in Krishnagiri and the 
expansion of existing oper-
ations in Kancheepuram. A 
Japanese fastening-products 
manufacturer will invest 
Rs 1,651 crore in Tiruvallur 
and create 4,316 jobs. A Rs 
1,000-crore industrial park 
is also planned in Tiruval-
lur, while a server-assembly 
facility will be established in 
Chennai. Hosur will receive 
a Rs 1,000-crore investment 
to expand premium watch, 
jewellery and electronics-au-
tomation facilities, generat-
ing 1,200 jobs. Another Rs 
2,500 crore has been com-
mitted for automotive and 
electric-vehicle component 
units. The space sector at-
tracted projects worth Rs 
650 crore, expected to cre-
ate 2,000 jobs. Life-sciences 
companies announced in-
vestments totalling Rs 1,600 
crore in pharmaceutical, vas-
cular-technology and health-
care manufacturing projects, 
strengthening Tamil Nadu's 
position as a diversified in-
dustrial destination.

Officials said the conclave 
reflected the state govern-
ment's strategy of combining 
high-value manufacturing 
with balanced regional devel-
opment and employment-led 
economic expansion.

Sebi plans simpler rules for 
overseas investors seeking 

riskier investment products
Sebi has proposed 

changes to its accred-
ited investor frame-

work, which is aimed at 
investors who have the 
financial strength and 
knowledge to take on 
more complex invest-

ments. The new frame-
work safeguards the 

exit point for the share-
holders with a reliance 

on market price

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (Sebi) 
is looking to make it eas-
ier for financially well-off 
overseas investors to access 
some of the country’s high-
er-risk investment products, 
reported Reuters.

It has proposed changes 
to its accredited investor 
framework, which is aimed 
at investors who have the fi-
nancial strength and knowl-
edge to take on more com-
plex investments.
WHAT SEBI HAS PRO-

POSED
Under the proposed 

framework, accredited in-
vestor rules could be ex-
panded beyond Alternative 
Investment Funds (AIFs) to 
include portfolio managers 
and specialised investment 
funds.

Sebi has also suggested 
making the accreditation 
process simpler. Instead of 
investors having to obtain 
certification from independ-
ent accreditation agencies, 
fund managers could deter-
mine whether an investor 
qualifies as accredited dur-
ing the onboarding process.

The regulator has pro-
posed an additional way for 
individuals to qualify. A per-
son could be considered an 
accredited investor if they 
hold securities worth more 
than Rs 5 crore. For compa-
nies, the proposed threshold 
is Rs 20 crore.

OVERSEAS INVES-
TORS MAY BENEFIT
One of the key changes is 

the proposal to extend ac-
credited investor status to 
people living outside India.

At present, overseas in-
vestors may face additional 
accreditation requirements 
when seeking access to pri-
vate market investments 
and specialised funds. Se-
bi's proposal could remove 
this extra hurdle, making it 
easier for eligible overseas 
investors to participate in 
these products.

The proposed changes are 
aimed at widening access 
while keeping the frame-
work focused on financially 
sophisticated investors who 
can better understand and 
absorb the risks involved.

The regulator has invited 
comments on the proposals 
before finalising the revised 
framework.

Mines and Minerals Amendment 
Bill to boost exploration,  
critical mineral security

NEW DELHI, AUG 13 

The recently enacted 
Mines and Minerals (De-

velopment and Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2026 will 
modernise India's miner-
al governance, strengthen 
mineral exploration, critical 
mineral security and sustain-
able resource development 
through a stable and uniform 
fiscal regime, an official fact-
sheet said on Thursday. The 
bill would restrict state gov-
ernments from imposing new 
taxes on mineral rights and 
mineral‑bearing lands with-
out conditions prescribed 
by the Central government, 
a statement said. The bill, 
which has been passed by 
both houses of Parliament, 
addressed a heavy and un-
predictable tax burden that 
had made mining commer-
cially unviable in several 
instances and discouraged 

extraction.
“No tax, cess or other levy, 

by whatever name called, 
shall be imposed by a State 
Government on mineral 
rights or mineral-bearing 
lands. This covers levies 
based on mineral quantity, 
mineral value, royalty or any 
other basis,” the statement 
said. Any levy not paid or col-
lected by the State before the 
Amendment applies will be 
treated as invalid. However, 
amounts already deposit-
ed or recovered before such 
commencement shall not be 
liable to be refunded. The leg-
islation curbs the unpredict-
able introduction of taxes, 
cesses and other levies after 
operations have commenced. 
Further, it addresses the 
problem of multiple levies 
on production or dispatch of 
minerals; non‑uniform rates 
among states; and retrospec-
tive imposition of charges.

BharatNet falls 
short on digital 

divide goals: 
CAG

NEW DELHI: 

The government's rural 
high-speed broadband 

project BharatNet fell 
short of its broader objec-
tive to bridge the digital 
divide, mainly due to de-
ficiencies in planning and 
execution, the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General 
of India said on Thursday. 
In an official statement 
on ‘Performance Audit on 
BharatNet’ of its second 
phase tabled in Parliament 
on August 12, the Comp-
troller and Auditor Gener-
al of India (CAG) said the 
network infrastructure 
has been largely deployed, 
covering over 96.70 per 
cent (November 2025) 
of targeted GPs. Howev-
er, the same could not be 
translated into efficient 
operation, utilisation and 
revenue generation.

"Audit concludes that 
while BharatNet has 
achieved substantial in-
frastructural success, 
it has fallen short of its 
broader objective of bridg-
ing the digital divide," the 
CAG said.



Chicken vs EggsChicken vs Eggs
Which Gives You More Protein for Fewer Calories?

A Nutritional Face-Off Between Two Protein Powerhouses
Why Protein Matters

Protein is one of the three essential macro-
nutrients required by the human body, along-
side carbohydrates and fats. Every cell in the 
body contains protein, making it essential for 
growth, repair, and maintenance of tissues. 
Muscles, skin, hair, organs, enzymes, hor-
mones, and antibodies all depend on protein 
for proper function. Unlike carbohydrates, 
which primarily provide energy, protein has 
multiple responsibilities. It helps repair dam-
aged tissues after exercise or injury, supports 
immune function, promotes healthy skin and 
hair, and contributes to hormone production. 
During periods of growth, such as childhood, 
adolescence, pregnancy, and recovery from 
illness, adequate protein intake becomes even 
more important. Protein also plays an impor-
tant role in weight management. Foods rich in 
protein tend to be more satisfying than foods 
high in refined carbohydrates, helping people 
feel fuller for longer periods. This increased 
feeling of fullness can naturally reduce overall 
calorie intake and help support healthy weight 
control.

Chicken and Eggs: Two Complete 
Protein Sources

One of the biggest advantages of both chick-
en and eggs is that they provide complete 
proteins. A complete protein contains all nine 
essential amino acids that the human body 
cannot produce on its own. These amino ac-
ids must come from food, making complete 
protein sources especially valuable. Chicken 
and eggs both supply these amino acids in 
proportions that are highly digestible and 
easily absorbed by the body. This makes them 
ideal foods for athletes, growing children, 
older adults, and anyone aiming to maintain 
or improve muscle health. While both qualify 
as excellent protein sources, their nutritional 
profiles differ considerably once calories, fat, 
and micronutrients are taken into account.

Nutritional Comparison: Chicken 
Breast vs Hard-Boiled Eggs

According to the USDA FoodData Central 
database, 100 grams of cooked, skinless chick-
en breast provides approximately 31 grams of 
protein, 165 calories, and only 3.6 grams of 
fat. In comparison, 100 grams of hard-boiled 
eggs provide around 12.6 grams of protein, 155 
calories, and approximately 10.6 grams of fat. 
At first glance, the calorie difference appears 
almost insignificant. Chicken contains only 
about 10 additional calories per 100 grams 
compared with eggs. However, the protein dif-
ference is substantial. Chicken delivers more 
than twice the amount of protein while con-
taining significantly less fat. This means that 

for individuals trying to maximize protein 
intake without dramatically increasing calo-
rie consumption, chicken breast offers much 
greater nutritional efficiency.

Why Chicken Provides More Protein 
Per Calorie

Chicken breast has long been regarded 
as one of the leanest animal protein sources 
available. Because it contains very little fat, 
a greater proportion of its calories comes di-
rectly from protein. Every serving supplies a 
concentrated amount of muscle-building ami-
no acids while keeping calorie intake relatively 
low. This high protein-to-calorie ratio explains 
why chicken is frequently recommended by 
sports nutritionists, dietitians, and fitness 
professionals. People following weight-loss 
diets often choose chicken because it allows 
them to consume generous amounts of protein 
without exceeding their daily calorie targets. 
Likewise, individuals trying to increase lean 
muscle mass can consume adequate protein 
without unnecessary fat intake. For people re-
covering from illness or surgery, chicken also 
provides easily digestible protein that sup-
ports tissue repair and recovery.

The Nutritional Strength of Eggs
Although eggs contain less protein than 

chicken, their nutritional value extends far be-
yond protein alone. Eggs are among the most 
nutrient-dense foods available and provide an 
impressive range of vitamins, minerals, and 
healthy fats within a relatively small serving. 
The egg yolk, in particular, contains many nu-
trients that are difficult to obtain from other 
foods. Contrary to outdated beliefs, nutrition 
experts increasingly recommend eating the 
entire egg rather than discarding the yolk, 
unless advised otherwise for specific medical 
reasons. Egg yolks are rich in vitamins A, D, 
E, and B12. They also supply healthy fats that 
help the body absorb fat-soluble vitamins ef-
fectively. Perhaps the most unique nutrient 
found in eggs is choline, which plays a vital 
role in brain development, nerve function, and 
liver health. Choline is especially important 
during pregnancy because it supports fetal 
brain development. Eggs also provide impor-

tant antioxidants such as lutein and zeaxan-
thin. These compounds accumulate in the 
retina and help protect the eyes from age-re-
lated damage caused by oxidative stress and 
prolonged exposure to blue light.

Fat Content: A Major Difference
One of the biggest nutritional differences 

between chicken breast and eggs lies in their 
fat content. Skinless chicken breast contains 
only about 3.6 grams of fat per 100 grams. 
Hard-boiled eggs contain approximately 10.6 
grams of fat per 100 grams, most of which is 
found in the yolk. However, this difference 
should not automatically discourage egg con-
sumption. Many of the fats in eggs are healthy 
unsaturated fats that contribute to overall nu-
trition. Current nutrition research suggests 
that moderate egg consumption can be part of 
a healthy diet for most individuals.

The Cholesterol Debate
For many years, eggs were criticized be-

cause of their cholesterol content. People were 
advised to limit egg consumption out of con-
cern that dietary cholesterol would increase 
blood cholesterol levels. More recent research 
has changed this understanding. Scientists 
now recognize that for most healthy individ-

uals, dietary cholesterol has a relatively small 
effect on blood cholesterol compared with sat-
urated fat intake and overall dietary patterns. 
Clinical nutrition experts emphasize looking 
at the quality of the entire diet rather than 
judging one food in isolation. For most people, 
enjoying eggs in moderation is perfectly com-
patible with heart-healthy eating.

Which Food Fits Different Health 
Goals?

The ideal choice depends largely on an in-
dividual's nutritional objectives. Someone 
aiming to maximize protein while minimizing 
calories may find chicken breast more suit-
able. An athlete requiring large amounts of 
protein for muscle recovery will likely benefit 
from regular chicken consumption. Individ-
uals trying to lose body fat often appreciate 
chicken's lean protein profile. On the other 
hand, someone seeking a nutrient-rich break-
fast may choose eggs because they provide 
vitamins, minerals, healthy fats, and protein 
in one convenient package. Children, older 
adults, and pregnant women may especially 
benefit from the choline and vitamin content 
found in whole eggs.

Can You Eat Both?
Nutrition experts generally agree that there 

is no need to choose one food exclusively. 
Chicken and eggs complement each other ex-
tremely well within a balanced eating pattern. 
For example, eggs can provide a nutritious 
breakfast, while grilled chicken serves as an 
excellent lunch or dinner protein source. To-
gether they contribute high-quality protein, 
essential amino acids, vitamins, minerals, and 
other beneficial nutrients that support overall 
health. 

Protein has become one of the 
most discussed nutrients in 
modern nutrition. Whether the 
goal is building muscle, losing 
weight, improving fitness, or 
simply maintaining good health, 
protein plays a central role in 
the human diet. Among the many 
protein-rich foods available, 

chicken and eggs consistently 
rank among the most popular 
choices. They are affordable, 
versatile, widely available, and 
packed with essential nutrients. 
However, when it comes to getting 
the maximum amount of protein 
for the fewest calories, many 
people wonder which food comes 

out on top. Although both chicken 
and eggs are excellent sources of 
high-quality protein, they differ 
significantly in terms of protein 
concentration, fat content, calorie 
density, and the range of vita-
mins and minerals they provide. 
Understanding these differences 
can help individuals make in-

formed dietary choices based on 
their personal health goals rather 
than relying on common myths 
or assumptions. This comparison 
explores the nutritional strengths 
of chicken and eggs, highlighting 
how each contributes to a healthy 
diet and explaining why both de-
serve a place on the plate.

Conclusion
Chicken and eggs are both outstand-

ing sources of complete protein and valu-
able additions to a healthy diet. However, 
when the comparison focuses specifical-
ly on protein per calorie, chicken breast 
clearly comes out ahead. With approx-
imately 31 grams of protein and only 
165 calories per 100 grams, it delivers 
more than twice the protein found in the 
same quantity of hard-boiled eggs while 
containing considerably less fat. This 
makes chicken an excellent choice for 
muscle building, weight management, 
and increasing daily protein intake effi-
ciently. Eggs, however, should never be 
viewed as nutritionally inferior. While 
they provide less protein, they offer an 

exceptional range of nutrients, including 
choline, vitamins A, D, E, and B12, along 
with lutein and zeaxanthin that support 
brain, eye, and overall health. Their 
convenience, versatility, and nutrient 
density make them one of nature's most 
complete foods. Ultimately, the healthi-
est approach is not to treat chicken and 
eggs as competitors but as complemen-
tary foods. Chicken provides lean, pro-
tein-rich nutrition ideal for meeting pro-
tein goals, while eggs deliver a broader 
spectrum of vitamins, minerals, healthy 
fats, and protective antioxidants. In-
cluding both as part of a varied and bal-
anced diet allows individuals to enjoy 
the unique nutritional strengths of each, 
supporting better health, stronger mus-
cles, improved energy, and long-term 
well-being.

Protein Quality in Both Foods
Not all proteins are created equal. Sci-
entists evaluate protein quality based 
on digestibility and amino acid compo-
sition. Both chicken and eggs score ex-
ceptionally well in these measures. Their 
proteins are highly digestible, meaning 
the body can absorb and utilize them 
efficiently. Egg protein has traditionally 
been considered one of the highest-qual-
ity proteins available and is often used 
as the benchmark against which other 
proteins are measured. Chicken protein 
performs similarly well and provides 
abundant branched-chain amino acids 
(BCAAs), particularly leucine, which 
plays an essential role in stimulating 
muscle protein synthesis following ex-
ercise. For athletes and physically active 
individuals, both foods are excellent 
choices.

Muscle Building and Recovery
One of the primary reasons fitness en-
thusiasts consume chicken regularly is 
its exceptional protein density. Resist-
ance training causes tiny tears in muscle 
fibers. Protein supplies the amino acids 
needed to repair these fibers, allowing 
muscles to become stronger and larger 
over time. Chicken breast provides suffi-
cient protein in relatively small portions, 
making it easier to reach recommended 

daily protein targets. Eggs also support 
muscle recovery effectively. Their com-
plete amino acid profile helps repair 
damaged muscle tissue after workouts. 
Many athletes include eggs in breakfast 
because they provide sustained energy 
alongside high-quality protein. Rather 
than choosing one over the other, many 
nutrition experts recommend incorpo-
rating both into a balanced meal plan.
Weight Management and Satiety
Protein-rich foods promote satiety, help-
ing people feel full for longer periods 
after eating. This can naturally reduce 
snacking and unnecessary calorie con-
sumption throughout the day. Studies 
published in nutrition journals have con-
sistently shown that increasing dietary 
protein improves feelings of fullness and 
supports healthy weight management. 
Chicken breast excels in this regard 
because it provides substantial protein 
with relatively few calories and little fat. 
Eggs are also highly satisfying despite 
their lower protein content. Their combi-
nation of protein and healthy fats slows 
digestion, allowing people to remain 
full longer after meals. Several studies 
have even shown that eating eggs for 
breakfast may reduce hunger later in the 
day compared with high-carbohydrate 
breakfast options.
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BENGALURU: Aug 13 (Social-
News.XYZ) Former India 
right-arm pacer Vinay Kumar 
has been appointed as head 
coach of the Karnataka senior 
men’s team for the upcoming 
2026/27 domestic season, said 
the Karnataka State Cricket 
Association (KSCA) on Thurs-
day. Vinay, 42, takes over the 
reins from Yere Goud, who 
joined the BCCI Centre of Ex-
cellence (CoE) in Bengaluru as 
a batting coach. Ex-Karnataka 
batter Deepak Chougule joins 
his support staff as the fielding 
coach. This will mark Vinay’s 
maiden stint as Karnataka’s 
head coach. He previously 
coached the Hubli Tigers in 
the Maharaja T20 Trophy 
and served as bowling coach 
for MI Emirates in the ILT20. 
Following his retirement from 
all formats in 2021, Vinay also 
worked as a talent scout for 
Mumbai Indians in the IPL and 
commentator for Star Sports 
Kannada. Vinay represented 
India in one Test, 31 ODIs, and 
nine T20Is. He was also part  
of IPL-winning campaigns  
with Kolkata Knight Riders in 
2014 and Mumbai Indians in 
2015 and 2017. 

CRICKET

Vinay Kumar appointed 
Karnataka senior  
men’s head coach

Shillong Lajong FC reach QF with 
thrilling draw against Langsning FC

SHILLONG

Shillong Lajong FC booked their 
place in the quarterfinals of the 
135th Durand Cup as they played 
out a thrilling 3-3 draw with 
Langsning FC in a Group E fixture, 
played at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium in Shillong on Thursday.

The result was enough to see Shil-
long Lajong finish top of the group 
with seven points, despite a spir-
ited performance from Langsning 
FC, who ended their campaign 
second in Group E on five points. 
Joao Vitor de Paula Morais (Jota) 
struck twice for Shillong Lajong, on 
either side of the half-hour mark, 
before Everbrighton Sana added a 
third late on. Langsning FC, who 
fought back valiantly, found the net 
through Kyrmenskhem Mukhim, 
Wadajied Kynsai Ryngkhlem and 
Syed Ahmed, the last of those ar-
riving deep into second-half stop-
page time.

The result also confirmed East 
Bengal and Jamshedpur FC's place 
in the quarterfinals as the two best 
second-placed teams across the 
tournament, courtesy of a superi-
or goal difference record. Shillong 
Lajong signalled their intent inside 
the opening thirty seconds, win-
ning an early free kick that Phran-
gki Buam whipped dangerously 
into the box, only for Langsning to 
scramble the danger clear.

The chances continued to come 
at both ends. Jota tested Langsning 
goalkeeper Rajat Paul Lyngdoh 
from outside the box in the fifth 
minute, the effort straight enough 
for Lyngdoh to hold after an ini-
tial spill. Langsning responded 
through a goalmouth scramble in 
the eighth minute, Chusrang Sang-
ma's long throw cannoning off the 
crossbar before Shillong Lajong 
cleared their lines.

There was real tempo to pro-
ceedings from the outset, both 
sides committed to open, tran-
sitional football despite the sig-

nificant stakes on offer. Shillong 
Lajong came closest to breaking 
the deadlock in the 13th minute, 
Sana squaring the ball across an 
unguarded goal for Abhay Gurung, 
who could not quite make the con-
tact required.

Langsning had opportunities of 
their own. Sangma's low strike was 
well blocked by Joedson Dos San-
tos in the 18th minute, and a sec-
ond effort from distance five min-
utes later was comfortably held by 
Shillong Lajong goalkeeper Ranit 
Sarkar.

The deadlock broke in the 
26th minute, born of a defen-
sive mix-up. Joedson's attempted 
line-breaking pass towards Jota 
was intercepted by Langsning 
captain Atlanson Kharmaw, only 
for the ball to squirm loose and 
fall straight into Jota's path. With 
space opening up ahead of him, 
Jota drove into the box and slot-
ted home calmly.

Shillong Lajong doubled their 
advantage four minutes later, and 
the second goal carried real qual-
ity. Sana produced an inventive 

backheel under pressure to release 
Jota, who danced past his marker 
with a couple of stepovers before 
finding the far corner.

To their credit, Langsning did 
not retreat. Their approach re-
mained committed even at two 
goals down, understanding that 
only victory would secure their 
own passage to the quarter-finals. 
Syed Ahmed forced a smart save 
from Sarkar in the 37th minute, 
and Mukhim headed over from 
close range four minutes later after 
Sangma's long throw had picked 
him out unmarked. Shillong Lajong 
nearly extended their lead early in 
the second half, but Buam's low 
effort was saved by Lyngdoh be-
fore Tremiki Lamurong's follow-up 
lacked the conviction to trouble the 
goalkeeper further.

Langsning's response arrived 
within two minutes. Sangma's de-
livery from the left found Mukhim 
unmarked, and the forward headed 
home from close range to halve the 
deficit in the 49th minute.

The goal visibly unsettled 
the momentum of the contest, 

Langsning surging forward in 
search of an equaliser while Shil-
long Lajong found themselves in-
creasingly camped in their own 
half. That pressure told in the 63rd 
minute, Mukhim showing compo-
sure to leave a crossfield pass for 
Denelson Pyngrope, whose cross 
was met by Wadajied's towering 
header to level the scores.

Shillong Lajong searched for a 
response of their own, with Buam 
beating his marker to work an 
opening in the box in the 69th min-
ute, only for Lyngdoh to block his 
attempted cutback. Both sides con-
tinued to trade chances through 
an increasingly open contest, each 
committed to finding a winner 
rather than settling for the point 
that would, in Shillong Lajong's 
case, have been enough regardless.

The breakthrough eventually 
arrived in the 83rd minute, and it 
was a fine team goal. Captain Ken-
star Kharshong's cross from the 
left found Sana unmarked at the far 
post, his header beating Lyngdoh 
at the near post to restore Shillong 
Lajong's lead.

‘This club means so much to me’: Doku commits future to Man City until 2031
MANCHESTER

Manchester City winger Jer-
emy Doku has signed a new 
five-year contract with the 
club, extending his stay at 
the Etihad Stadium until the 
summer of 2031.

The 24-year-old Belgium 
international joined City 
from Stade Rennais in 2023 
and has since established 
himself as one of the Pre-
mier League's most exciting 
wide players. Doku has made 
131 appearances for City, 

scoring 22 goals, while also 
showcasing his versatility by 
operating on both flanks and 
in more central positions. "I 
have loved my time at City so 
far, so to have the opportunity 
to stay for longer is a fantastic 
feeling. This club means so 
much to me. I have developed 
as both a player and a per-
son. I feel settled here, and I 
know I am improving every 
day because of the work the 
staff here do," Doku said after 
signing the new deal.

"With Enzo here now, I am 

really excited about the new 
season. His style of football 
is the kind we love, so that's 

exciting for the players. The 
City fans are also a huge rea-
son I have signed this new 

contract. I feel their love and 
support, and it means the 
world to me. I want to focus 
on bringing them the success 
they deserve," he added.

Doku has helped Man-
chester City win five major 
trophies since his arrival, in-
cluding the Premier League, 
FA Cup, Carabao Cup, FIFA 
Club World Cup and Commu-
nity Shield.

He enjoyed his best season 
yet in 2025/26, making 47 
appearances and contribut-
ing eight goals and 14 assists 

as City won both the Carabao 
Cup and FA Cup. His perfor-
mances included a decisive 
contribution in the FA Cup 
semi-final against South-
ampton, where he scored the 
equaliser and assisted Nico's 
late winner in City's 2-1 vic-
tory.

Doku also made an imme-
diate impact during his debut 
season, registering six goals 
and 11 assists in more than 40 
appearances as City secured 
a fourth successive Premier 
League title.

No pressure of captaincy; we 
are built for challenges: Rinku

LUCKNOW
 

Meerut Mavericks captain 
Rinku Singh expressed sheer 
confidence in his squad's 
consistency and said they are 
expecting to perform well in 
the upcoming Season 4 of the 
UPT20 League.

"Our team has consistent-
ly performed brilliantly; we 
have played the finals for the 
last three seasons and won 
the title as well. There is no 
pressure of captaincy; we are 
built for challenges! My strat-
egy is very straightforward: I 
tell every player in the team 
to give their 100% on the 
field without any pressure 
whenever they get a chance," 
Rinku Singh explained in the 
Captains' Meet, the official 
countdown to Uttar Pradesh’s 

most prestigious cricketing 
event held in Lucknow on 
Thursday. League Chairman 
Dr. Sanjay Kapoor unveiled 
the blueprint and special 
initiatives for the upcoming 
season in the presence of 
the captains and represen-
tatives from all six franchise 
teams. With a massive prize 
pool of ₹3 crore at stake, the 
34-match tournament will 
be broadcast live across 150 
countries globally.

PARIS

S8UL Esports’ Nihal Sarin 
and Gen.G Esports’ Arjun Er-
igaisi advanced to the quar-
terfinals of Chess at the Es-
ports World Cup (EWC) 2026 
after progressing through the 
lower bracket (LB) on the fi-
nal day of the group stage.

Both Grandmasters, who 
also reached the playoffs at 
last year’s edition, will now 
lead India’s challenge in the 
quarterfinals on Friday as 
they vie for the title and a 
share of the $1.5 million (INR 
14.3 crore) prize pool.

Nihal Sarin began his 
day with a closely contested 
LB matchup against Team 
Nemesis’ Wei Yi. After the 
opening two games ended 
in draws, the Indian Grand-
master held his nerve in the 
Armageddon tiebreaker to 
secure victory and advance 
to the LB decider.

He then faced Weibo Gam-
ing’s Jan-Krzysztof Duda, 
drawing the first game before 
winning the second to book 
his place in the playoffs. The 
qualification marks anoth-
er strong EWC showing for 
Nihal, who also reached the 
quarterfinals at last year’s 
edition before being elimi-
nated by eventual champion 
Magnus Carlsen of Team Liq-
uid.

Speaking after his qual-
ification, Nihal Sarin said, 
“Firstly, I am just extremely 
happy to make the top eight 
again and to have managed 

to play some good chess in 
some really tough matches. 
The format is very short, and 
you need to be sharp from the 
start. Getting just one win 
can make a huge difference 
psychologically. I am relieved 
to pull through and hope to 
do well tomorrow.”

His S8UL teammate 
Pranesh M also kept his play-
off hopes alive with a hard-
fought victory over Team 
MGD1’s Benjamin Bok. After 
winning the opening game, 
Pranesh came close to seal-
ing the match in the second 
before Bok mounted a late 
comeback to force an Arma-
geddon. The tiebreaker end-
ed in a draw, with Pranesh, 
playing with the Black piec-
es, progressing to the next 
round.

That set up an all-Indi-
an LB decider against Ar-
jun Erigaisi, who ultimately 

prevailed 2-0 to join Nihal 
in the quarterfinals, end-
ing Pranesh’s campaign and 
completing Group A’s playoff 
lineup. Erigaisi, who finished 
fourth at last year’s edition, 
will now look to build on that 
performance and go further 
this time around.

“I am happy I got the job 
done. It is not going to be 
easy (to lift the trophy) with 
strong players like Alireza, 
Magnus and others, but I’ll 
just focus on giving my best,” 
said Erigaisi after his victory.

In Group B, Aurora Gam-
ing’s Ian Nepomniachtchi 
defeated Virtus. pro's An-
drey Esipenkopro’s Andrey 
Esipenko 1.5-0.5 to set up 
a Lower Bracket decider 
against AG.AL’s Denis Laza-
vik. Meanwhile, Team Stal-
lions’ Sina Movahed defeated 
Fnatic’s Alexey Sarana in an 
Armageddon tiebreaker to 

advance to a decider against 
GodLike Esports’ Hans Moke 
Niemann.

The winners of those two 
matchups will join Sarin 
and Erigaisi in the play-
offs, alongside defending 
champion Magnus, Team 
Falcons’ Alireza Firouzja 
and Hikaru Nakamura, and 
Natus Vincere’s Nodirbek 
Abdusattorov, completing 
the eight-player quarterfinal 
lineup.

The playoffs will take place 
on Friday and Saturday and 
will feature a single-elimina-
tion bracket. The quarterfi-
nals will be played over four 
games, followed by six-game 
semifinals, while the grand 
final will be decided through 
a best-of-three sets format. 
The first two sets will consist 
of four games each, with a 
potential third and final set 
comprising two games.

Esports World Cup: GMs ​Nihal Sarin, 
Arjun Erigaisi advance to quarters in chess

AGRA

Former Union Minister of State 
for External Affairs Meenakshi 
Lekhi has taken on a new re-
sponsibility as the Chairperson 
of the Divyang Cricket Control 
Board of India (DCCBI), the 
organisation working for and 
promoting the Indian Divyang 
Cricket Team and Indian Wheel-
chair Cricket Team.

The announcement of her ap-
pointment was made during the 
grand Divyang Cricket Award 
Ceremony held in Agra.

Addressing the gathering of 
Divyang cricket players, offi-
cials and organisers, Meenak-
shi Lekhi, a former Member of 
Parliament, senior social worker, 
and renowned Supreme Court 
advocate, said she would dis-
charge this responsibility with 
complete dedication, sincerity 
and commitment and would 
work towards taking Divyang 
cricket to greater heights at both 
the national and international 
levels. Speaking to the players, 

sge said, 'We should draw in-
spiration from the life of Lord 
Shri Ram, who, despite being a 
prince, followed the wishes of his 
parents and accepted exile". She 
emphasised that one’s karma is 
the most important aspect of life 
and said, “Keep performing your 
duties with honesty and dedi-
cation; the path will continue to 
open before you.”

She further said the hard 
work, determination and tal-
ent of Divyang athletes are a 
matter of pride for the nation. 
Providing Divyang players with 
not only opportunities on the 
sporting field but also dignity, 
recognition and a better future 
is a collective responsibility. 
Welcoming Meenakshi Lekhi to 
her new role, Mukesh Kanchan, 
President, Divyang Cricket Con-
trol Board of India, said, “The 
Divyang Cricket Control Board 
of India has found a mother in 
you. The Board was in great need 
of a mother who could guide her 
children, teach them to move 
forward, encourage them.

Meenakshi Lekhi appointed 
chairperson of Divyang CCBI

NEW DELHI

Off-spin bowling all-rounder 
Shivam Sharma produced an 
impressive all-round display 
as Outer Delhi Warriors regis-
tered a five-wicket victory over 
West Delhi Lions in the 2026 
Delhi Premier League (DPL) 
match at the Arun Jaitley Sta-
dium here on Thursday.

Electing to bat, defending 
champions West Delhi Lions 
were bundled out for 178 in 
19.4 overs, as they were ham-
pered by frequent dismissals 
that prevented them from 
building substantial mid-
dle-order partnerships.

The Lions were tottering 
at 119/7 before skipper Ayush 
Doseja took charge of the in-
nings. Doseja hit a crucial 
59 off 33 balls, laced with six 
fours and two sixes, and found 
support in Ajay Rana, who 
smashed a quickfire 16-ball 
27, studded with a four and 
three sixes, to stitch a valuable 
39-run stand for the eighth 

wicket. Senior left-handed 
batter Nitish Rana had earlier 
set a brisk tempo with a fiery 
35 off 17 deliveries, laced with 
two fours and four sixes. For 
the Warriors, Shivam was the 
standout performer, return-
ing figures of 3-25 in his four 
overs. Left-arm spinner Harsh 
Tyagi provided effective con-
trol at the other end by taking 
2-17 in his four overs.

In response, the Warriors 
laid a strong foundation 
through openers Priyansh 
Arya (23) and Yajas Sharma 
(25), who stitched a 49-run 
opening stand off 24 balls. 
However, a mini middle-order 

collapse reduced them to 88/3 
in 8.1 overs, thus briefly hand-
ing the momentum back to the 
Lions.

Akshay Saini then anchored 
the chase with a composed 42 
off 32 balls alongside Mohit 
Panwar (retired hurt on 31) to 
keep the required rate within 
reach. Despite Saini’s dismiss-
al causing a late flutter, Shivam 
(13 not out) and Tyagi (10 not 
out) re-applied themselves to 
hold their nerves in the closing 
stages and steer the Warriors 
home without further hiccups 
and be in second spot in the 
points table, behind table top-
pers Central Delhi Kings.

Shivam stars as Outer Delhi Warriors edge West Delhi Lions

Jr Women Hockey 
Nationals: A.P., Puducherry, 

Karnataka win on Day 2
PUNE

Teams from Le Puducherry, 
Andhra Pradesh and Karna-
taka secured victories while 
Uttarakhand and Bihar played 
out a draw on the second day of 
the 16th Hockey India Junior 
Women National Champion-
ship 2026, which witnessed 
competitive action across Divi-
sions ‘B’ and ‘C’ in Pune.

Three matches were also de-
cided by forfeit.

In a Division ‘ C ’ Pool B en-
counter, Le Puducherry Hock-
ey registered a 3-1 victory over 
Hockey Jammu & Kashmir. 
Manjinder led the scoring for 
Le Puducherry Hockey with a 
hat-trick, finding the back of 
the net in the 22nd, 31st and 
46th minutes.

Hockey Jammu & Kashmir 
pulled one goal back through 
Devi Sonali in the 6th minute, 
but Le Puducherry Hockey 
held firm to secure all three 
points.

In Pool A of Division ‘B’, 
Hockey Andhra Pradesh edged 
past Delhi Hockey 2-1 in a 
closely fought contest. Rajes-
wari Yadav Sai Dharna opened 
the scoring for Hockey Andhra 
Pradesh in the 19th minute, 
while Anikha Bennu doubled 
the advantage in the 30th min-
ute. Delhi Hockey responded 
through NIGHTO Nisha, who 
scored in the 33rd minute, but 
Andhra Pradesh maintained 
their lead to claim the win.

Assam Hockey produced a 
strong attacking display to reg-
ister a 4-2 victory over Kerala 
Hockey in their Division ‘B’, 
Pool A encounter.

Tanya Chaurasiya was the 
standout performer for Assam 
Hockey, scoring all four goals 
for her side in the 17th, 41st, 
44th and 44th minutes. Kerala 

Hockey's two goals came from 
Jyoti Jaya, who found the net 
in the 42nd and 51st minutes.

Hockey Karnataka secured 
a convincing 5-1 victory over 
Hockey Unit of Tamil Nadu in 
Division ‘B’, Pool B. Vishvani 
Anil scored a hat-trick for Kar-
nataka, finding the net in the 
18th, 21st and 36th minutes. 
Lakshmi (2’) and Manish Pon-
namma Cd (C) (9’) scored one 
goal each to further strengthen 
Karnataka’s advantage.

Hockey Unit of Tamil Nadu's 
lone goal came from Priya-
darshini K in the 4th minute.

In another Pool B encoun-
ter in Division ‘B’, Hockey Ut-
tarakhand and Hockey Bihar 
played out a 1-1 draw.

Diksha put Hockey Ut-
tarakhand ahead in the 40th 
minute, but Hockey Bihar re-
sponded through Siddhi Ku-
mari, who scored in the 30th 
minute, as both teams settled 
for a share of the points.

In Division ‘C’, Pool A, Hock-
ey Arunachal recorded a 0-0 
draw with Hockey Rajasthan, 
while Dadra & Nagar Haveli 
and Daman & Diu Hockey were 
awarded a win by forfeit'

In another Division ‘C’, Pool 
A fixture, Dadra & Nagar Have-
li and Daman & Diu Hockey 
were awarded a 5-0 victory 
over the Tripura Olympic As-
sociation by forfeit.



Superstar Ra-
jinikanth is gear-
ing up with two 

highly anticipated films 
arriving within a span of 
just three months. First 
in line is the highly antic-
ipated Jailer 2, which hits 
the screens on October 15, 
2026. Then it will be the 
biggie Dharman, which 
is expected to hit screens 
during the Pongal season 
in January 2027. If these 
release plans materialize, 
Rajini fans will witness 
two big films in a very 
short period, and it will 
be a feast for them. Both 
projects have generated 
tremendous excitement, 
and trade circles believe 
they have the potential to 
emerge as major box-of-
fice successes. Mean-
while, another interesting 
development is taking 
shape as Sivakarthikey-
an’s Seyon is also eyeing 
a Pongal 2027 release. 
However, there is also 
speculation that the film 
could move to another 
date if Dharman official-
ly locks the festive sea-
son. The reason is simple. 
Both Dharman and Seyon 
are being produced by 
Kamal Haasan’s banner. 
Industry observers feel 
the production house will 
surely prefer avoiding an 
internal box-office clash 
between two biggies. As 
of now, the release dates 
have not been officially 
confirmed, but the dis-
cussion has already created buzz among 
fans. If Dharman arrives for Pongal 2027, 
it will be interesting to see which date 
Seyon takes. For now, all eyes are on 
the official announcements from 
the makers.
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Rashmika Says 
Hustle Feels Scary
Actress Rashmika 

Mandanna is pres-
ently recovering from 

a hip bone injury, spending all 
her time at home in forever. In 
her recent post on social me-
dia, the ‘Animal’ actress ad-
mitted that previously, when 
she was hustling at the time, 
‘slowing down’ looked scary 
to her, but now that her injury 
has forced her to slow down, 
she has started finding hus-
tling extremely scary. She also 
uploaded a couple of pictures, 
giving an insight into what her 
day at home with her loved 
ones looks like.

Rashmika’s Insta post read, 
“My days always look like this 
if ever I am just home for this 
long..It’s amazing how when 
you are hustling your days 
away the other side which is 
‘slowing down’ seems scary 
but when you are pushed into 
‘slowing down’ - the hustling 
like a crazy person now seems 
scary.. maybe that’s what is 
life..(sic).” The ‘Pushpa’ ac-
tress concluded the post on a 
thankful note, saying, “Being 
engulfed in so much love and 

surrounded with so much pos-
itivity prayers and gratitude.” 
Before this, Rashmika shared 
with her Insta Family her re-
covery routine that included 
sleeping, eating, and playing 
with her fur baby Aura. ‘The 
Girlfriend’ actress had penned, 
“My days are going well.. with 
a lot of sleeping and recovery, 
puzzles and some reading and 
watching some shows doing 
some very much needed hair 
care and skin care.. and meet-
ings and spending time with 
family!!” “Going through the 
wedding photos and videos cz 
I hadn’t gotten the proper time 
till now.. My routine is pretty 
much *wake up, and no more 
to alarms (yaaay) just wake up 
when my body tells me to.. *eat 
2 meals a day to really really try 
and not go overboard with the 
eating *meetings *puzzles or 
reading with Aura when she’s 
able to..*watch a show *and 
then go to bed.. It’s actually not 
all that bad to slow down once 
in a while is it!,” added Rash-
mika.

Dangal Girl 
Stuns On Cover

Fatima Sana Shaikh, who rose to fame with her 
performance in Dangal, is currently missing 
from the big screen this year. After a busy 2025 

that saw her in multiple Bollywood projects, the actress 
has taken a step back from film releases in 2026. But 

that hasn’t stopped her from staying in the spotlight. 
The actress recently graced the cover of Femina 

magazine, and her photoshoot has taken social 
media by storm. Fatima was seen in a striking 

lime green ruffled dress with her hair left 
open in soft waves, giving off a bold yet ef-

fortless vibe. The shoot’s theme, “Keep-
ing It Real,” perfectly captured her 

personality. The shoot wrapped up 
with a sleek black strapless mini, 

proving Fatima can pull off both 
playful and sultry with equal 
ease. No new film this year, 
but going by this cover, Fatima 
Sana Shaikh clearly hasn’t tak-

en a single day off 
from being a 

style icon.

Fresh Ravi 
Teja Energy in 

IRUMUDI
It is common for a big-ticket mov-

ie to receive a mix of positive and 
negative feedback whenever pro-

motional material arrives. While hard-
core fans shower their favorite stars 
with praise, audiences are often quick to 
point out flaws as well. It is only on rare 
occasions that a film’s promotional con-
tent receives outright positive responses 
with little to complain about. However, 
that seems to be the case with Mass 
Maharaja Ravi Teja and director Shiva 
Nirvana’s Irumudi. The combination 
itself generated considerable curiosity, 
with Ravi Teja known for his mass ap-
peal and Shiva Nirvana for his class-ori-
ented, emotional family entertainers. 
Irumudi appears to bring together the 
strengths of both, blending strong fam-
ily emotions with action and adding a 
crime element as an intriguing surprise 
package. The trailer has received an 
enthusiastic response, with social me-
dia users particularly appreciating the 
content and Shiva Nirvana’s distinctive 
approach to the story. More important-

ly, Ravi Teja has is winning praise for 
what appears to be a first-of-its-

kind portrayal in his career. He 
plays a family man with mul-

tiple shades to his character, 
offering something con-
siderably different from 
his usual mass-centric 

roles. Ravi Teja 
himself sounded 
extremely confident 
about the film’s outcome 
and openly expressed his 
desire to celebrate Irumu-
di’s success. Known for be-
ing straightforward and gen-
erally reserved 
when it 

c o m e s 
to speaking 

extensively about 
his films before release, the ac-

tor’s genuine affection for Irumudi was 
clearly visible in his words at the trail-
er launch. Many viewers felt that Ravi 
Teja looks perfectly suited to the role 
and has completely immersed himself 
in the character. He appears vulnerable 
and emotionally grounded in family sit-
uations but transforms into an intense 
and determined man when it comes to 
protecting his loved ones and the villag-
ers.  Produced by Mythri Movie Makers, 
Irumudi trailer has managed to create 
the right kind of excitement by pre-
senting Ravi Teja in a new avatar 
without taking away the mass ele-
ments his audience expects.

Rajinikanth’s  
Double Dhamaka

Suriya’s Vishwanath And Sons 
(VAS) is getting good book-
ings in the domestic market, 

but the overseas numbers still need 
big push. Touted to be a family drama 
laced with strong emotions, the film 
now needs strong word of mouth upon 
its overseas premieres to make a big 
impact, especially in North America. 
As per reports, the USA premiere ad-
vance sales have shown a good jump 
on the final day. The film has record-
ed USD 137,000 from 265 locations, 
693 shows and 7,830 tickets. The total 
North America premiere advance sales 
have reached around USD 170,000, 
with the film now heading towards a 
USD 300,000+ premiere. However, 
considering the film’s subject and the 
kind of family-oriented content that 
usually connects well with NRIs, the 
overseas bookings could have been 
better at this stage.The real test for 
VAS will begin after the premieres. 
If the film gets positive reviews and 
strong public talk, the movie has a 
good chance of picking up in North 
America and other overseas markets. 
A strong talk can help the film attract 
more family audiences over the week-
end. This is especially important for 
overseas films, where initial bookings 
may not always tell the full run of a 
film.  For now, all eyes are on the VAS’s 
premieres talk and audience response. 
If VAS gets positive talk, the overseas 
market can see a strong jump.

VAS Eyes 
Overseas 

Boost

Veteran actor Kamal Haasan has marked 67 years 
in cinema and reflected on his extraordinary 
journey in the film industry. Despite decades 

of experience, the ‘Indian’ actor described himself as the 
“oldest of Gen Z in cinema,” highlighting his continued 
desire to learn, evolve and keep pace with the changing 
world of filmmaking. Taking to X, (formerly known as 
Twitter) Kamal shared his thoughts on completing 67 
years in cinema and reflected on his remarkable journey 
in the film industry. Haasan said that while he has spent 
67 years in the film industry, he considers only around 20 
of those years as his actual learning period. With his char-
acteristic wit and philosophical outlook, he described the 
rest of his journey as simply “going with the flow.” The ac-
tor also reflected on the larger journey of cinema. He not-
ed that the film industry has existed for around 130 years 
since the Lumière brothers’ first public film screening in 
December 1895. His team reminded him that he has been 
part of more than half of that history. The ‘Vikram’ ac-
tor wrote, “Thanks to all who wished me well on my 67 
years of cinema. Out of those 67, I think I can only sal-

vage about 20 years 
as my actual learn-
ing. The rest was 
going with the flow 
of the wastewater. 
The uplifting hope is, 
however dark the wa-
terway turns out to be, 
the wait for a confluence 
with the largest singular form called the col-
lective cinema, an unchannelled sea. We are all flowing 
towards it - artists, audience, and all.” “So, I guess what 
I have salvaged as experience can be improved upon be-
fore people stop counting my years in this field and start 
looking for better numbers elsewhere. Since the Lumière 
brothers’ first public film screening in December 1895, 
the film industry has been around for approximately 130 
years and 8 months.” “My team reminded me that I have 
been around for 67 of those years, more than half of the 
entire history of the film industry! That is a rather ex-
traordinary thought to take in. Yet, in my own account, I 

can claim only about 20 years as 
actual learning. I am probably the oldest of the 
Gen Z in cinema,” he added. Kamal Haasan began his 
remarkable journey in cinema as a child artist. At just six 
years old, he won the Rashtrapati Award, also known as 
the President’s Gold Medal, for his performance in “Kala-
thur Kannamma.” He went on to appear in five more films 
as a child before making his debut in Malayalam cinema 
with “Kannum Karalum” in 1962. Over the course of his 
illustrious career, Haasan has acted in more than 230 
films across several Indian languages, including Tamil, 
Telugu, Malayalam, Hindi, Kannada and Bengali.

Kamal 
Calls 
Himself 
Cinema’s 
Gen Z
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