
city beat 03SATURDAY 
AUGUST | 22 | 2026 | HYDERABAD HEADLINES 
RANGAREDDY (HYDERABAD)

	Vratam Brings Rangolis, 
Lamps, and Family Prayers 
to Every Doorstep

HYDERABAD

In towns and villages across South In-
dia, the air carried a special warmth 
today as families prepared to receive 
Goddess Varalakshmi—beloved as the 
deity of grace, prosperity, and house-
hold well-being. Morning prayers 
unfolded with quiet reverence: ran-
goli patterns blossomed at thresholds, 
lamps flickered near doorways, and 
women rang bells while arranging 
flowers, kumkum, and turmeric-tint-
ed offerings. The home itself seemed 
to welcome the Goddess, not only with 
light, but with devotion.

Varalakshmi vratam is observed 
with deep cultural pride, and house-
holds treat the day like a celebration 
of enduring faith. As elders explained 
during prayers, Varalakshmi is re-
vered as the divine form of Laksh-
mi who answers heartfelt wishes. 
The name is often linked to “varam” 
(boon) and “lakshmi” (abundance), 

reminding devotees that blessings are 
not merely material—they are also ex-
pressed as harmony, health, and sta-
bility within the family.

According to tradition, devotees 
connect Varalakshmi worship with 
the sanctity of vows and righteous in-
tention. Mythological storytelling is 
woven into the celebration itself. Fam-

ilies recall how divine grace is called 
forth through discipline—through 
fasting where practiced, through 
clean spaces, through steady prayers, 
and through the humility of asking for 
protection from difficulties. The wor-
ship is also seen as a way to honor the 
Goddess as the guardian of the home, 
especially for those seeking wellbeing 
for children, the longevity of parents, 
and peace among relatives.

Near altars decorated with mari-
gold garlands and bright kolams, 
families recited sacred verses and per-
formed pooja with devotion. Articles 
of faith—haldi-kumkum, betel leaves, 
fruits, and sweets—were offered as a 
sign of gratitude and hope. Devotees 
offered prayers for the flourishing of 
livelihoods, for joy to remain in the 
home, and for prosperity to come with 
compassion. Many families kept a spe-
cial focus on cleanliness and order, be-
lieving that the Goddess blesses both 
the spirit and the space in which faith 
is practiced.

Beyond the prayer room, the day 
also carried a distinctly cultur-
al rhythm. Neighbors exchanged 

wishes, relatives visited with gifts 
of flowers or prasadam, and women 
shared stories of past vratam celebra-
tions—how prayers were answered, 
how families overcame hardship, and 
how traditions passed down through 
generations continued to bring unity. 
Children were taught the meaning of 
devotion through participation: light-
ing lamps, reciting simple lines, and 
learning that every offering is an ex-
pression of faith.

As night approached, homes turned 
even brighter. Oil lamps and decora-
tive lights formed a gentle glow around 
thresholds—like a quiet announce-
ment that the household welcomes 
Lakshmi’s blessings. Families stood 
together for final prayers, their voic-
es steady and their hearts filled with 
gratitude. In every home, the message 
was clear: prosperity is prayed for, but 
devotion is what truly lights the path.

May Goddess Varalakshmi’s bless-
ings bring abundance, protection, and 
lasting happiness to every home—
strengthening families and guiding 
them toward a peaceful, prosperous 
tomorrow.

Homes Shine with Devotion as Families 
Welcome Goddess Varalakshmi’s Blessings

	Botany and Zoology 
Department Hosts 
Inspiring Photo 
Exhibition 

HYDERABAD

The Department of Botany & 
Zoology, Government Degree 
College for Women, Hussaini-
alam, Hyderabad, organised 
a Photo Exhibition on the oc-
casion of World Photography 
Day on August 19, 2026, with-
in the college premises.

The exhibition highlight-
ed the creativity and pho-
tographic talent of students 
through a wide range of im-
ages focused on nature, bio-
diversity, plants, and other 
environmentally rich themes. 

Through these photographs, 
the event aimed to cultivate 
awareness about the beauty 
and importance of nature, 
while also encouraging stu-
dents to see photography as a 
powerful tool for creative ex-

pression and documentation.
The programme was at-

tended and supported by the 
Principal, Prof. K. Praveen 
Kumar, along with IQAC Co-
ordinator Academic Coordi-
nator Dr. M. Pranitha, fac-

ulty members, and students. 
Appreciating the initiative, 
the Principal commended 
the Department of Botany & 
Zoology and congratulated 
the students for their enthu-
siastic participation. The ex-

hibition was organised under 
the guidance of Dr. P. Latha, 
Head of the Department of 
Botany, and Dr. M. Pranitha, 
Head of the Department of 
Zoology. Faculty members 
including V. Sunitha & Dr. K. 
Vidyadhari (Botany) and S. 
Anitha, K. Shailaja & Sameera 
(Zoology) played an active 
role in supporting the event. 
Their encouragement and 
contributions helped ensure 
the smooth and successful 
conduct of the programme.

The event concluded with 
appreciation to all staff mem-
bers and students for their 
valuable participation and 
support, making the World 
Photography Day Photo Exhi-
bition a grand success.

World Photography Day Celebrated with Inspiring Photo Exhibition

HYDERABAD

Madhapur Police have clarified 
that the decision not to arrest 
the accused in a case registered 
recently, was taken strictly in 
accordance with law and was 
not influenced by any external 
pressure.

The case was registered on 
August 16 under Section 106(1) 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS), 2023, and is currently 
under investigation. Police said 
the driver of the offending vehi-
cle was immediately apprehend-
ed and subjected to preliminary 
alcohol and drug tests, both of 
which were negative.

His blood samples were 
subsequently sent to the Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory for 
examination, while the vehicle 
was seized and sent for Motor 
Vehicle Inspector inspection. 
The MVI report is awaited. 
Police said that since Section 

106(1) BNS carries a maximum 
punishment of five years, the 
necessity of arrest had to be as-
sessed under Section 35 of the 
BNSS and the Supreme Court's 
guidelines in Arnesh Kumar vs. 
State of Bihar.

After assessing the material 
available at that stage, investi-
gators found no circumstances 
warranting arrest and accord-
ingly issued a notice under Sec-
tion 35 BNSS, directing the ac-
cused to appear and cooperate 
with the investigation.

Police rejected allegations 
that the accused was deliber-
ately spared due to extrane-
ous influence, describing the 
charge as “factually incorrect 
and legally unsustainable.” The 
investigation is continuing, 
and police said further action, 
including arrest if warranted 
by subsequent evidence, would 
be taken strictly in accordance 
with law. 

Sl
No

e-Auction 
conducted 

by

Date of auction for the month 
of  for September 2026

Material 
for 

auction

1 GSD/PER 02/09/26 15/09/26 28/09/26
The 

details of 
item to 

be sold in 
e-auction 

will be 
available 

in 
catalogue 

in 
www.ireps.

gov.in 
Website

2 CSSD/GOC 03/09/26 16/09/26 24/09/26

3 SSD/PTJ 04/09/26 11/09/26 21/09/26

4 MAS 09/09/26 16/09/26 23/09/26

5 SA 04/09/26 11/09/26 21/09/26

6 TVC 08/09/26 18/09/26 29/09/26

7 PGT 03/09/26 10/09/26 22/09/26

8 TPJ 07/09/26 17/09/26 25/09/26

9 MDU 07/09/26 17/09/26 25/09/26

HYDERABAD

Prof. (Dr.) Pritee Parwekar, Professor, De-
partment of Computer Science and Systems 
Engineering, GITAM Deemed to be Universi-
ty, Hyderabad, delivered an insightful talk on 
“AI-Powered Naval Engineering: Smart Ships, 
Predictive Management and Autonomous Sys-
tems” at INS Vishwakarma.

The session explored the transformative 
role of Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine 
Learning (ML), Internet of Things (IoT), and 
predictive analytics in shaping the future of 
naval engineering and maritime operations. 
Prof. Parwekarhighlighted how the integra-
tion of emerging digital technologies can en-
able intelligent maritime systems, enhance 
operational efficiency, and support faster and 
more informed decision-making.

A key focus of the talk was the concept of 
smart ships, where interconnected sensors, 
intelligent computing systems, and real-time 
data analytics can facilitate continuous mon-
itoring and intelligent decision-making. Prof. 
Parwekaralso discussed AI-driven predictive 
management and maintenance, explaining 
how data analytics can identify patterns, an-

ticipate potential system failures, and enable 
proactive maintenance, thereby improving re-
liability and operational readiness.

The session further examined the growing 
potential of autonomous systems in naviga-
tion, surveillance, monitoring, decision sup-
port, and other complex maritime operations. 
The integration of AI with advanced sensing, 
communication, and autonomous technolo-
gies was highlighted as a significant pathway 
towards developing safer, smarter, and more 
efficient naval systems.

The talk provided an engaging platform 
for exploring the convergence of Artificial In-
telligence and naval engineering, while high-
lighting the importance of interdisciplinary 
approaches in addressing the evolving tech-
nological needs of maritime and defence ap-
plications. Prof. Parwekar underscored the 
significance of strong collaboration among 
academia, technology, and defence institu-
tions in advancing research and innovation in 
intelligent and autonomous systems. The ses-
sion highlighted the potential of AI-enabled 
technologies to contribute significantly to the 
next generation of smart, resilient, and auton-
omous maritime systems.

GITAM Professor Delivers Talk 
on AI-Powered Naval Engineering 

at INS Vishwakarma

Traffic diversions  
at Tellapur from 

Aug 22 for 25 days
HYDERABAD

Traffic diversions will be imple-
mented at Tellapur from August 
22 for 25 days to facilitate the con-
struction of a storm water drain 
with an RCC pipeline from SBI 
Bank to MM Wine Mart on the 
Nallagandla–Tellapur Road.

The road development works 
are being taken up at a vulnera-
ble waterlogging point near SBI 
Tellapur, where heavy rainfall 
frequently causes water accumu-
lation and traffic disruptions. As 
part of the works, one side of the 
road at SBI Tellapur will be com-
pletely closed, with traffic regu-
lated on the opposite / available 
carriageway.

Traffic moving from Nallagand-
la Circle towards Tellapur, Osman 
Nagar and ORR Exit-2 will be di-
verted through the available side 
of the road between SBI Tellapur 
U-turn and MM Wines U-turn, a 
stretch of about 300 metres. Traf-
fic movement is expected to be 
slow in the area.

HYDERABAD

CPI National Secretary K. Narayana on Fri-
day criticised the Telangana Congress gov-
ernment, alleging that intense internal differ-
ences among its leaders were weakening the 
administration and helping the opposition 
BRS regain political ground.

Describing the infighting within the Con-
gress as a feud between co-wives, Narayana 
said the ministers and officials would become 
more accountable only if Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy acted decisively and main-
tained an impeccable record. He urged the 

Chief Minister to focus on governance and 
alleged that provisions relating to “Section 
22-A” lands were being misused. Narayana 
also expressed concern over the govern-
ment’s alleged failure to address the protests 
by polytechnic students. Clarifying the CPI’s 
position, Narayana said his party was not a 
partner in the State government and that its 
understanding with the Congress was lim-
ited to seat-sharing during the elections. He 
alleged that the Congress government had 
ignored the CPI’s suggestions and claimed 
that public dissatisfaction with the adminis-
tration was growing. 

No arrest in Madhapur 
accident case: Police cite 

Supreme Court guidelines

Cong infighting helping BRS 
regain ground: CPI Narayana
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Task Force busts  
illegal steroid injec-
tion racket in Hyd
HYDERABAD:   The 
Commissioner’s Task Force, 
Golconda Zone, along 
with Goshamahal Police, 
busted an alleged illegal 
steroid injection racket 
and arrested four persons 
involved in the procurement, 
sale and consumption of 
Mephentermine Sulphate 
injections. The arrested were 
identified as Gowtham Singh 
(24), the alleged main supplier; 
R. Abhilash (19), a supplier; 
and consumers Siddesh 
Aundekar (19) and Daksh 
Upadhyay (20). Police seized 
50 vials of Mephentermine 
Sulphate injections, each 
valued at Rs.900, five empty 
vials, five BD U-40 insulin 
injections, four mobile phones 
and a Burgman two-wheeler. 
The total seized property 
was valued at Rs.1.85 lakh. 
According to police, Gowtham 
Singh allegedly obtained the 
injections from an unidentified 
supplier in Meerut, Uttar 
Pradesh, through WhatsApp. 
The injections were reportedly 
procured at around Rs.160 
per vial and sold to customers 
in Hyderabad for Rs.900 per 
vial. Police said Gowtham and 
Abhilash allegedly supplied 
the injections to customers in 
the Goshamahal area. The 
four were apprehended near 
Hyderabad Plastic Company 
Godown, MJ Bridge, Begum 
Bazar, while the alleged 
suppliers were carrying 50 
vials for sale. The accused 
allegedly used the injections 
for bodybuilding and supplied 
them to others without valid 
prescriptions or licences. Police 
warned that the growing 
demand for such injections.

	Security Must Be Provid-
ed to Teachers and School 
Managements – Culprits 
Must Be Punished Severe-
ly

	“Protecting Teachers Is 
Protecting Society” – 
TRSMA

NALGONDA

Strongly condemning the brutal 
murder of Smt. Roopa Reddy, Princi-
pal of Nagarjuna Grammar Concept 
School, the Telangana Recognised 
School Managements Association 
(TRSMA) organised a massive sol-
idarity rally in Nalgonda town on 
Friday, demanding that the culprits 
be brought to justice and punished 
severely under the law.

A large number of school man-
agement representatives, correspon-
dents, principals, teachers and staff 
from private schools across Nalgon-
da district participated in the rally 
and expressed their solidarity with 
the bereaved family of Smt. Roopa 
Reddy.

The participants raised slogans 
such as “Justice for Roopa Reddy’s 
Family – Punish the Culprits Severe-
ly,” “Stop Attacks on Teachers,” and 
“Provide Security to Educational In-
stitutions.”

Security of Everyone Working in 
Educational Institutions Is the Gov-
ernment’s Responsibility

Speaking on the occasion, TRS-
MA State General Secretary Shri 
N. Ramesh Rao demanded that the 
government take strong and effective 
measures to ensure the safety and se-
curity of school managements, prin-
cipals, teachers and staff working 
in private educational institutions. 
He described the murder of Roopa 

Reddy as an extremely painful and 
shocking incident. The killing of a 
principal who was serving the cause 
of education and guiding students 
has deeply disturbed the entire edu-
cation community.

He urged the government and po-
lice department to take stringent pre-
ventive measures to ensure that such 
incidents do not recur.

He also demanded that the investi-
gation into the Roopa Reddy murder 
case be expedited and that those re-
sponsible for the crime be given the 
maximum punishment permissible 
under law.

Special Security Measures 
Needed for Women Teachers

TRSMA National Advisor Dr. Lion 
Komatireddy Gopal Reddy said that 
the brutal incident involving a wom-
an principal serving in the education 
sector had deeply shocked the entire 
society.

“Teachers are entrusted with the 
responsibility of shaping future gen-
erations. A large number of women 
teachers and principals are working 
in private schools. The government 
must establish a strong security 
mechanism so that they can dis-
charge their duties without fear.” He 

appealed to the government to stand 
firmly by the family of Roopa Reddy 
and take immediate steps to ensure 
justice for the bereaved family.

“This is not merely a tragedy af-
fecting one family. It is a serious 
warning to the entire education sec-
tor. Teachers, principals and school 
managements should never be forced 
to work in an atmosphere of fear. 
Schools must be safe places not only 
for children but also for the teachers 
and staff working there,” Dr. Gopal 
Reddy said. Education Community 
Will Stand by the Family Until Jus-
tice Is Delivered

TRSMA State Leader Shri Ko-
lanupaka Ravi Kumar said that the 
education community would stand 
firmly with the family of Roopa Red-
dy until justice is delivered.

He demanded that the govern-
ment and police respond swiftly to 
such incidents and take stringent 
action against those responsible. He 
also called for special priority to be 
given to the safety and security of 
every person working in educational 
institutions.
Protecting Teachers Is the 
Government’s Responsibility

TRSMA State Leader Shri Muk-
kamula Rammohan said that teach-

ers play a crucial role in nation-build-
ing and shaping the future of stu-
dents.

He expressed concern over the in-
creasing instances of attacks against 
teachers and stated that ensuring 
their safety is a fundamental respon-
sibility of the government.

He demanded strict punishment 
for those responsible for the murder 
of Roopa Reddy and called for com-
prehensive security measures to pre-
vent similar incidents in the future.

TRSMA Will Continue Its 
Fight for the Education 
Community
TRSMA Nalgonda District General 
Secretary Shri Algubelli Shyam Sun-
dar Reddy said that private school 
managements and teachers across 
the district were deeply distressed 
by the murder of Roopa Reddy. He 
stressed the need for the government 
to announce clear and effective mea-
sures for the protection of everyone 
working in the education sector.

“Our struggle on behalf of the ed-
ucation sector will continue until 
justice is delivered to the family of 
Roopa Reddy. The government must 
immediately announce a comprehen-
sive action plan for the safety and se-
curity of teachers.”

Rally Demonstrates Unity of 
Schools in Nalgonda

TRSMA Nalgonda Town President 
Shri Nimbari Ramesh Reddy said 
that the large participation of school 
managements, correspondents, 
principals, teachers and staff from 
various private schools in Nalgonda 
town demonstrated the unity of the 
education community. He urged the 
government to take immediate steps 
to ensure justice for the family of 
Roopa Reddy.

Massive Solidarity Rally by TRSMA 
Condemning the Murder of Roopa Reddy

	Lawyers stage  
protest in front of 
Warangal Court

WARANGAL

Lawyers from Warangal and 
Hanamkonda districts staged a 
protest in front of the main gate 
of the court, demanding the res-
ignation of Bar Council of India 
(BCI) Chairman Manas Kumar 
Mishra. They alleged that his 
inappropriate actions have dam-
aged the BCI’s dignity, credibil-
ity, and institutional standing, 
and demanded that the institu-
tion be restored and run lawfully 
in accordance with the Advo-
cates Act. The protest was part of 
a nationwide agitation organized 
by the All India Lawyers Union 
(AILU). The demonstration held 
in Hanamkonda on Friday was 
attended by leaders of the Indian 
Legal Professionals Association 
(ILPA), Indian Association of 
Lawyers (IAL), and the Congress 
Legal Cell.

Speaking on the occasion, 
AILU State Treasurer Vennam-
setti Venugopal Rao alleged that 
Chairman Manas Kumar Mishra 
was undermining the BCI as a 
genuine, democratic, independent 
and representative institution 
committed to the constitutional 

values that should guide the legal 
profession. He said that lawyers 
were being denied adequate pro-
tection because of unilateral deci-
sions taken by the chairman.

He demanded that Manas 
Kumar immediately resign as 
BCI Chairman, alleging that he 
had attempted to jeopardize the 
future of aspiring lawyers study-
ing at the prestigious NALSAR 
University. He said that Manas 
Kumar, who had apologized to 
students for his inappropriate 
actions, was unfit to continue as 
chairman. He further criticized 
Mishra, alleging that he had re-
mained chairman for the past 
14 years through his dominant 
approach, influence and support 
from the BJP, and that his per-
sonal decisions had undermined 
democratic values while serving 
his own interests.

He also alleged that even after 
Manas Kumar was elected as a 
BJP Rajya Sabha member, he 
had failed to relinquish the BCI 

chairmanship, thereby under-
mining the credibility of the legal 
system. He said that statements 
issued by the BCI on matters 
outside its jurisdiction—includ-
ing the Citizenship Amendment 
Act, abrogation of Article 370, 
protests against the farm laws, 
and agricultural workers’ pro-
tests—had diminished the stat-
ure of the BCI.

ILPA State Vice-President 
Teegala Jeevan Goud and State 
General Secretary Sayini Naren-
der, who participated in the pro-
test, alleged that the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre was exerting 
control over institutions that are 
required to function constitu-
tionally. They said that Manas 
Kumar, by supporting what they 
described as the BJP’s “misrule” 
and damaging the BCI’s reputa-
tion, should resign immediately.

They called for the nation-
wide movement to continue until 
Manas Kumar resigned. They 
stated that the BCI is a statuto-

ry body established under the 
Advocates Act, 1961, and should 
discharge its constitutional re-
sponsibilities and work for the 
rights and protection of lawyers. 
They alleged that the chairman’s 
conduct contrary to these re-
sponsibilities had caused con-
cern among lawyers across the 
country.

They further alleged that the 
BCI chairman, who is expected 
to represent lawyers with diverse 
political viewpoints, was con-
tinuing in office while being as-
sociated with one political party 
and ideology and was misusing 
his authority. They described as 
deplorable his alleged remarks 
referring to students who pro-
tested near Jantar Mantar as 
“anti-national elements” and 
“traitors,” and demanded that he 
resign immediately and, in their 
words, “serve the BJP.”

Those who participated in the 
programme included AILU State 
Committee member Sarampalli 
Madhusudan Reddy; ILPA State 
General Secretary Sayini Naren-
der; State Vice-President Teegala 
Jeevan Goud; State Committee 
member Jannu Padma; district 
leader Pendyala Anil; Jannu 
Prabhakar; Hanamkonda Bar 
Association Vice-President Ra-
ghupathi among others.

Bar Council of India Chairman Must Resign

Dr Srinivas Vooradi

HYDERABAD

Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla on 
Friday stressed that accuracy, im-
partiality and credibility must 
remain the foremost principles of 
journalism in the digital age, even 
as the speed of news dissemina-
tion continues to increase. “Facts 
must be verified first and only then 
should the news be disseminated,” 
the Governor said, addressing jour-
nalists and representatives of Press 
Clubs from across the country at 
the inaugural session of the first na-
tional conference of the Federation 
of Press Clubs, organised by the Hy-
derabad Press Club at Taj Krishna, 
Banjara Hills. 

Welcoming the delegates, the 
Governor said the media was not 
merely the fourth pillar of democ-
racy but also the “eyes and ears of 
society and the voice of the peo-
ple”. He appreciated the initiative 
to bring Press Club representatives 
from different States on a common 
platform and expressed the hope 
that the Federation would contrib-
ute to the welfare, social security 
and professional development of 
journalists. Referring to the rapid 

advances in technology, Governor 
Shukla said Artificial Intelligence 
and data analytics had opened up 
new opportunities for journalism, 
while deepfakes, AI-generated 
videos and misinformation posed 
serious new challenges. With infor-
mation spreading rapidly through 
social media, the responsibility of 
journalists had increased consider-
ably, he said. The growing influence 
of social media on Gen-Z made it 
particularly important for journal-
ists to provide young people with 
accurate and credible information.

The Governor urged journalists 
not to be swayed by social media 
trends or fake news and to keep 
public interest at the centre of news 
reporting. “Speed should not come 

at the cost of credibility,” he said, 
emphasising that media organisa-
tions must give greater importance 
to facts and ethical standards than 
to sensationalism and viral content. 
He called upon the Federation to 
promote awareness of digital liter-
acy, AI literacy and fact-checking to 
counter fake news. Combating mis-
information, he said, was not the 
responsibility of the Government 
alone, but a collective responsibility 
of the media, technology companies 
and citizens.

The Governor also called upon 
journalists to play an active role in 
turning national initiatives such as 
Nasha Mukt Bharat and TB Mukt 
Bharat into people’s movements 
by creating widespread awareness 

through their publications, news 
organisations and digital platforms. 
He expressed the hope that the Fed-
eration would evolve as an inclusive, 
democratic and politically non-par-
tisan platform and that the nation-
al conference would contribute to 
strengthening Indian journalism 
and making it more credible and 
responsive to public interest. Telan-
gana Media Academy Chairman K. 
Srinivas Reddy, Governor’s Special 
Chief Secretary  M. Dana Kishore, 
Hyderabad Press Club President S. 
Vijay Kumar Reddy, General Sec-
retary V. Ramesh, Director of The 
Hindu Group Publishing Private 
Limited N. Ram, Federation of 
Press Clubs President Gautam La-
hiri and others were present.

Credible news essential to strengthening democracy: Governor
HYDERABAD

Minister for SHAKTI (Labour, Em-
ployment, Training & Factories) 
and Mines G. Vivek Venkataswamy 
on Friday assured polytechnic stu-
dents that their existing academic 
and financial benefits would con-
tinue following the decision to bring 
polytechnic institutions under the 
SHAKTI department.

The Minister visited protesting 
students at Masab Tank Polytechnic 
College in Hyderabad and person-
ally heard their concerns over the 
proposed administrative change. 

He patiently addressed their 
doubts and apprehensions and 
clarified various issues raised by 
the students. Vivek Venkataswamy 
said the government was commit-
ted to improving infrastructure 
in polytechnic colleges, introduc-
ing modern technical education, 
strengthening industry linkages 
and creating better employment op-
portunities for students.

He assured the students that 
their education would continue 
without any disruption. “AICTE 
recognition, examinations and di-

ploma certificates will all continue. 
You will not face any problems,” 
he said. The Minister clarified that 
there would be no change in the 
existing fee structure. “The pres-
ent fee structure will continue. The 
government is also considering pro-
viding stipends to students. We will 
ensure that no additional financial 
burden is imposed on you,” he said.

He also assured students that the 
ECET examination would continue 
under the existing system, enabling 
diploma holders to secure lateral 
entry into the second year of B.Tech 
programmes.

Vivek Venkataswamy said the 
recognition and value of existing di-
plomas would remain intact. 

“Our government’s objective is to 
further enhance the value of your 
diplomas in the future. We want to 
take the Skill University to interna-
tional standards and create more 
opportunities for you,” he said.

Responding to concerns over pri-
vatisation, the Minister categorical-
ly ruled out any such move. 

“There is no question of privatis-
ing polytechnic institutions. Poly-
technics will remain under govern-
ment control. Education, examina-
tions, fees and student welfare will 
continue under government super-
vision,” he said.

Vivek Venkataswamy explained 
that the proposed involvement of 
industries was aimed at improving 
employment opportunities, provid-
ing technical training and mobilis-
ing CSR funds for the development 
of polytechnic institutions.

The Minister further assured 
students that the existing fee reim-
bursement system would continue. 
He said the transfer of polytechnics 
from one government department 
to another would not result in the 
withdrawal of any benefits current-
ly available to students.

Vivek assures polytechnic students 
of no disruption to existing benefits

KARIMNAGAR

Congress Karimnagar Assembly 
constituency in-charge Velichala 
Rajender Rao assured victims of 
lands included in the 22A prohibit-
ed list that he would stand by them 
until the issue is resolved.

Addressing a meeting with 22A 
land victims at his public office in 
Kothapalli on Friday, Rajender 
Rao said, “Consider your problem 
as my responsibility. I will carry 
it on my shoulders and work for a 
solution. Stay confident and do not 
worry.” Victims from Rekurthi, 
Vidyanagar and Kothapalli ex-
plained that more than 1,000 acres 
spread across around 140 survey 
numbers had been affected by the 
22A list, resulting in stalled regis-
trations, financial difficulties and 
problems in accessing bank loans.

Issue Taken Up With 
Revenue Minister

Rajender Rao said he had al-
ready taken the issue to the notice 

of Revenue and Housing Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy and sub-
mitted a representation seeking 
immediate relief for eligible land-
owners. The Minister responded 
positively and directed the Karim-
nagar Collector to take steps for 
an early resolution. Rajender Rao 
said he had also spoken to Collec-
tor Chitra Mishra twice and that 
she was taking the issue seriously. 
He urged officials to examine gen-
uine patta lands without disputes 
or court cases and remove wrongly 
included lands from the 22A list as 
per rules.

He further announced that a co-
ordination committee of 22A land 
victims would be formed to pursue 
the issue collectively. “I will not 
rest until justice is done to the land 
victims. Their suffering is my re-
sponsibility. I will continue to fight 
for a solution,” Rajender Rao said.

Market Committee Chairman 
Akula Narsaiah, corporators and 
representatives of the 22A victims 
attended the meeting.

MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI

The Commissioner, Cyber-
abad Municipal Corporation 
(CMC), conducted the “One 
Day – One Ward” programme 
in Kaithlapur Ward on Fri-
day, 21.08.2026 at Anjaneya 
Nagar Park, bringing togeth-
er municipal leadership and 
residents to review pressing 
local issues and ensure timely 
redressal. Representatives of 
Colony Resident Welfare As-
sociations (RWAs) attended 
the programme alongside the 
Zonal Commissioner, Deputy 
Commissioner and Heads of 
all concerned departments, 
where residents presented key 
concerns affecting road ac-
cess, traffic movement, drain-
age, street lighting, sanitation 
and enforcement.

Among the major issues 
discussed was the Moosapet–
Anjaneya Nagar road widen-
ing, where RWAs informed 
officials that out of the affected 
properties, 57 properties have 
already been removed, while 
87 properties are yet to be re-
moved. Residents requested 
that the land acquisition pro-
cess be expedited so the road 

widening works can progress 
without further delays.

RWAs also brought to notice 
traffic congestion at Kaith-
lapur X Road and sought junc-
tion improvement measures 
to address the bottlenecks. 
The officials highlighted that 
the CMC Standing Commit-
tee has already sanctioned 
₹3.90 crore for the work, and 
that technical sanction is cur-
rently under process, enabling 
implementation after formal 
completion of approvals.

Connectivity improve-
ments were another focus 
area. RWAs stated that a 
proposal for ₹1.70 crore has 
been prepared and submit-
ted for approval for the road 
from Vasundhara Hospital to 
DMart, aimed at improving 

movement and access in the 
locality. Similarly, a proposal 
amounting to ₹86 lakh has 
been submitted for approval 
to develop the approach road 
from Jewel Heights to the 
Jungle Theme Park, with the 
objective of enhancing con-
nectivity and easing access to 
the destination area.

On road connectivity linked 
to existing infrastructure, 
RWAs raised the issue of the 
IDL Lake to Habeenagar road, 
and it was informed that ₹1.00 
crore has already been sanc-
tioned, with the work present-
ly under the tender process. 
Residents also raised concerns 
regarding scrap shops operat-
ing along the dump yard ap-
proach road, and officials stat-
ed that necessary notices will 

be served to the concerned 
establishments and further 
action will be taken strictly as 
per rules.

Drainage-related concerns 
were also discussed in detail, 
with RWAs reporting major 
UGD overflow in 1st Block 
and 5th Block. In response, it 
was communicated that a let-
ter will be addressed to HM-
WS&SB requesting immediate 
action to resolve the overflow 
issue. Residents further re-
quested development of a 
Women’s Park at Power Nagar, 
and officials stated that the 
proposal is presently under 
examination.

Street lighting and public 
safety were included among 
the priorities, with RWAs re-
porting non-glowing street 
lights in Anjaneya Nagar, Pow-
er Nagar and Pragathi Nagar. 
Necessary action will be taken 
to restore functional street 
lighting in affected areas. The 
programme also addressed il-
legal public inconvenience, as 
RWAs brought to notice illegal 
parking of private buses in an 
open plot at Pragathi Nagar 
and MGR Colony, creating 
nuisance and disruption.
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