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OBTUSE ANGLE

by BP ACHARYA

NEW DELHI, SEP 24

 Former Khairatabad MLA 
Danam Nagender suffered a 
setback in the Supreme Court. 
The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day dismissed the petition filed 
by Danam Nagender challeng-
ing the Telangana High Court’s 
verdict disqualifying him as 
an MLA after he left the BRS 
and joined the Congress. As a 
result, the High Court’s verdict 
will remain in force.

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice Justice Surya Kant, 

Justice Joymalya Bagchi, and 
Justice V. Mohan heard the 
petition. The Supreme Court 
made it clear that the High 
Court had correctly interpret-
ed the relevant legal provisions 
and that there was no need to 

interfere with its judgment.
Key clarification on the 
Tenth Schedule
Senior advocate Mukul Ro-

hatgi, appearing for Danam 
Nagender, argued that the 
Tenth Schedule contains provi-
sions under which an act of giv-
ing up party membership could 
be condoned. Justice Joymalya 
Bagchi responded humorously, 
asking, “Ghar wapsi?” (“Re-
turn to the original home?”). 
However, the bench clarified 
an important legal point. 
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NEW DELHI, SEP 24

 Congress leader and Leader 
of the Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi has once 
again made serious allegations 
regarding the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) undertak-
en by the Election Commis-
sion to revise electoral rolls. 
Questioning the functioning of 
the Election Commission, he 
demanded that Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar resign. At a press confer-
ence held on Thursday, Rahul 
Gandhi presented his allega-
tions regarding SIR, electoral 
rolls, and the conduct of previ-
ous elections. ‘There was rig-
ging in the elections’

Rahul Gandhi alleged that 
irregularities took place dur-
ing the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions as well as elections in sev-
eral states. He said the election 
process needed comprehen-
sive scrutiny, particularly re-
garding alleged manipulation 
of electoral rolls and deletion 
of voters’ names. However, 
these are political allegations 
made by Rahul Gandhi, and 
the Election Commission has 

not accepted them.
Main objections to SIR
Rahul Gandhi said that 

the revision of electoral rolls 
should not result in the dele-
tion of the names of eligible 
voters. The Congress is de-
manding transparency and 
accountability in the SIR pro-
cess. Opposition parties, in 
particular, have raised ques-
tions about how decisions
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Harish hits 
back at 

black magic 
allegations

Hyderabad, Sept.24: 
Former Minister and BRS 
Deputy Floor Leader T. Harish 
Rao on Thursday warned of 
strict legal action against those 
accusing him of practicing 
black magic, calling the alle-
gations a cheap ploy to distract 
from the state government’s 
failures. Speaking to reporters 
outside the Nampally court 
for elected representatives, 
Harish Rao confirmed he had 
filed a defamation case against 
Congress leaders Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud and Addanki Day-
akar over their statements. 
"We have taken the legal route 
and filed a defamation case 
backed by evidence. The court 
has accepted our petition and 
directed us to appear next 
Wednesday to record state-
ments," Harish Rao said.
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Hyderabad, Sept.24: Health 
Minister Damodar Rajanarsimha has 
directed officials to complete compre-
hensive fire, electrical, and structural 
safety audits across all government 
hospitals in the state within a month. 
Presiding over a high-level review 
meeting at the Secretariat on Thurs-
day, the Minister stressed that patient 
and staff safety must take top priority. 
Rajanarsimha instructed authorities 
to move beyond simply identifying 
deficiencies on paper and execute cor-
rective measures within strict, time-
bound deadlines. 
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Tiruchanoor 
Brahmotsavams 

from Dec 5–14
Tirupati, Sept. 24: 

TTD JEO Dr. A. Sharath 
directed officials to make 
elaborate arrangements for 
Sri Padmavathi Ammavari 
Brahmotsavams at Tiruch-
anoor from December 5 to 
14. With devotees expect-
ed to rise 15–20% over last 
year, officials were asked 
to strengthen queue lines, 
barricades, holding points, 
LED screens, medical 
camps, especially for Pan-
chami Theertham.

HYDERABAD, SEPT.24 

BRS leaders on Thursday 
staged a protest at the Sin-
gareni Head Office in Hydera-
bad, alleging that the Congress 
government had failed to ad-
dress the state's power and coal 
supply situation.

The delegation, led by for-
mer minister and TGBKS hon-
orary president Koppula Esh-
war, included former minister 
T Jeevan Reddy, Quthbullapur 
MLA KP Vivekananda, MLCs 
Dasoju Sravan and Shambipur 
Raju, former MLA Diwakar 
Rao and TGBKS president 

Miryala Raji Reddy.

Addressing the protest, Es-
hwar alleged that widespread 
power cuts were causing hard-
ship to households and claimed 
that industries had already 
been subjected to "power hol-
idays". He further alleged that 

the government was consider-

ing similar restrictions during 
the upcoming Yasangi and 
summer crop seasons. Eshwar 
attributed the decline in pow-
er generation to inadequate 
coal supplies from Singareni 
Collieries and alleged that the 

state government owed the 
company between Rs.52,000 
crore and Rs.60,000 crore. He 
also claimed that coal produc-
tion had declined substantially, 
which was around 72 lakh met-
ric tonnes during the previous 
BRS government.

The BRS leaders said their 
protests at power stations and 
Singareni Bhavan were aimed 
at highlighting the failures of 
the Congress government in 
managing the power sector. Es-
hwar alleged that officials had 
failed to provide satisfactory 
answers to their questions on 
power cuts.

HYDERABAD, SEP 24

 Chief Minister Revanth Reddy has 
taken a key decision to provide a perma-
nent solution to the traffic problems that 
regularly affect the state and to prevent 
road accidents. The government has es-
tablished the ‘Telangana Traffic Manage-
ment, Road and Rail Safety Bureau (TG-
TMARS)’, with the objective of not merely 
collecting traffic challans but managing 
traffic scientifically and ensuring emer-
gency medical assistance. Chief Secretary 
Sanjay Jaju issued Government Order 
(GO) No. 135 to this effect on Thursday. 
The new system will function under the 
State Road Safety Council, headed by 
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy.

The special division will be headquar-
tered in Hyderabad and headed by an 
officer of the rank of Additional Director 
General of Police (ADGP) or Inspector 
General of Police (IGP). The bureau will 
monitor more than 32,000 kilometres 
of roads across the state and the move-
ment of more than 18 million vehicles. In 
addition to road transport, responsibili-
ty for metro and railway safety has also 
been assigned to this department. Police 
to work toward saving accident victims’ 
lives

A ‘Road Accident Response Officer’ 
will be appointed at every police station 
and will be available around the clock. 
Their responsibility will be to ensure that 
injured accident victims are transported 
to hospitals during the ‘golden hour’ im-
mediately after an accident. In addition, 
‘Highway Patrolling Units’ equipped with 
speed detectors and advanced cameras 

will continuously patrol the Outer Ring 
Road (ORR) and highways longer than 50 
kilometres.

A dedicated ‘Traffic Management 
Fund’ has also been established to oper-
ate this system. 40% of the traffic fines 
collected by the police will be directly 
transferred to this fund. The funds will 
be used specifically for staff training, ad-
vanced technology, patrol vehicles, and 
emergency road repairs. The Revanth 
Reddy government expects this decision 
to make travel across the state safer.

BRS warns to expose Congress's power conspiracies

Complete safety audits of govt hospitals 

within a month

Setback for Danam in SC
Telangana High Court verdict on MLA disqualification  

upheld; Khairatabad Assembly seat falls vacant

Revanth Government Takes 
Key Decision on Road Safety
‘TG-TMARS’ to be established in Telangana!

“The new system  
aims to make travel  
across Telangana safer  
by scientifically  
managing traffic,  
strengthening accident 
response and improving 
road safety.”

Rahul Makes Strong 
Allegations Over SIR

Criticises the 
Election 
Commission;  
demands 
CEC Gyanesh’s  
resignation

New Delhi: Congress sources 
have revealed that opposition parties 
are preparing to move an impeach-
ment motion against Chief 
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar 
in both Houses of Par-
liament. The move re-
portedly comes amid 
objections raised by 
opposition parties re-
garding the functioning 
of the Election Commis-
sion and the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls.

Congress consults 
other parties
Congress sources said that the 

party has already begun consulta-

tions with several opposition parties 
regarding the proposed impeachment 
motion against the CEC. Discussions 

are reportedly focused on mo-
bilizing the required sup-

port in both Houses and 
deciding the issues to 
be cited in the notice. 
Congress sources said 
that the notice for the 
impeachment motion 

could be submitted in 
the Lok Sabha and Ra-

jya Sabha within the next 
two weeks. However, the final 

decision will depend on discussions 
among the opposition parties and the 
procedural requirements for submit-
ting the notice.
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CEC Faces Opposition 
Impeachment Motion

 Notice against Gyanesh Kumar likely in both Houses; 
Congress consults opposition parties

PETITION SEEKS CONTEMPT ACTION AGAINST CEC 
FOR ALLEGED VIOLATION OF SCJUDGMENTS

THE LETTER THAT PUT NIRVACHAN SADAN IN THE DOCK

Advocate Brajesh Singh’s let-
ter to Attorney General R. 
Venkataramani seeking con-
sent for criminal contempt 

against CEC Gyanesh Kumar. The pe-
tition alleges wilful disobedience of the 
Supreme Court’s rulings in T.N. Seshan 
v. Union of India and Anoop Baranwal v. 
Union of India after two Election Com-
missioners recorded 14 objections to de-
cisions taken without their knowledge.

Gyanesh Kumar, Chief Election Com-
missioner, appointed under a law that the 
Supreme Court itself is now peering at 
with raised eyebrows, has been running 
the three-member Election Commission 

as if it were a one-man shop. That is not 
my adjective. That is the written record 
of his own two colleagues, Sukhbir Sin-
gh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi who, over 
ten long months, put their dissent on file 
fourteen times. Fourteen. Not corridor 
gossip. Not leaked WhatsApp. Official 
notes. “Unauthorised.” “Illegal.” “With-
out our knowledge.”

On 23 September the Indian Express 
laid the papers on the table. The next 
morning advocate Brajesh Singh walked 
into the Attorney General’s office with a 
letter that should make every citizen sit 
up: 
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