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Grant environmental clear-
ances for PRLIS and Sitara-
ma projects

Telemetry systems should 
be installed at the earliest 
to monitor the utilization of 
Krishna waters

Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy appeals to Union Jal 
Shakti Minister C. R. Patil

NEW DELHI, SEP 29

 Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy has appealed to Union 
Jal Shakti Minister C. R. Patil to 
persuade the Maharashtra gov-
ernment and secure approvals at 
the earliest for the construction 
of the Thummidihatti Barrage. 
The Chief Minister informed the 
Union Minister that Telangana 
has already submitted the infor-
mation sought by Maharashtra in 
connection with the construction 
of the barrage.

Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy and Telangana Irrigation 
Minister N. Uttam Kumar Reddy 

met Union Jal Shakti Minister 
C. R. Patil in Delhi on Tuesday
evening. During the meeting,
they discussed several issues con-
cerning Telangana’s projects in
the Krishna and Godavari basins.

The Chief Minister urged the 
Union Minister to facilitate an 
early agreement between Telan-

gana and Maharashtra for con-
structing the Thummidihatti 
Barrage at FRL +152 metres. He 
explained that constructing the 
barrage at this level would enable 
water to be conveyed to Ellampal-
li through gravity. This, in turn, 
would reduce the electricity re-
quired for lifting and conveying 

the water, thereby lowering pow-
er consumption and expenditure.

The Chief Minister also re-
quested Union Minister C. R. Patil 
to grant environmental clearanc-
es for the Palamuru-Rangareddy 
Lift Irrigation Scheme (PRLIS), 
Dindi Lift Irrigation 
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NEW DELHI, SEP 29

 The meeting of the 
Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC) concluded 
in Delhi. During the meet-
ing, which lasted nearly 
three hours, extensive dis-
cussions were held on the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls, the 
functioning of the Elec-
tion Commission, and the 
deletion of voters’ names. 
The meeting was chaired 
by Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge and 
attended by Sonia Gandhi, 
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, K. C. Venu-
gopal, Jairam Ramesh 
and others.

Following the CWC 
meeting, the Congress put 
forward several key de-
mands. It demanded the 
immediate resignation of 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar. It also called for an 
immediate halt to the SIR 

process and sought the 
restoration of the names of 
13.30 crore voters, whom 
the Congress claims were 
removed during the exer-
cise. Several reports stat-
ed that the CWC passed a 
resolution to this effect.

The Congress alleged 
that the CEC was taking 
unilateral decisions in the 
Election Commission and 
was not giving adequate 

importance to the views 
of the other Election Com-
missioners. The party said 
it had serious concerns 
regarding transparency in 
the electoral process, vot-
ers’ rights and the inde-
pendence of the Election 
Commission. The Election 
Commission, however, 
has maintained that dif-
ferences of opinion 
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HYDERABAD, SEPT.29 

The Telangana government 
is set to strengthen the execu-
tion of the Srisailam Left Bank 
Canal (SLBC) tunnel works and 
the rehabilitation of the Medi-

gadda, Annaram and Sundilla 
barrages by inducting additional 
officers from the Indian Army’s 
Corps of Engineers. The Mili-
tary Secretary’s Branch of the 
Integrated Headquarters of the 
Ministry of Defence has offered 

three officers for selection by 
the state government — Lt Col 
Satyadev Singh, Lt Col Ranjit 
A. Menon and Lt Col H.V. Bhal-
la. The government is likely to
take all three officers on depu-
tation and deploy them on some

of the state’s most technically 
challenging irrigation projects. 
Irrigation Minister  N. Uttam 
Kumar Reddy recently met Chief 
of the Army Staff General Dhiraj 
Seth at his official 
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Revanth meets top leaders 
ahead of CWC meeting in Delhi

Hyderabad, Sept.29: Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy held strategic discussions with top 
Congress leaders on Tuesday ahead of the Congress 
Working Committee (CWC) meeting. Taking to so-
cial media, Revanth Reddy shared that he had pro-
ductive talks with party leader Rahul Gandhi, AICC 
General Secretary K.C. Venugopal, and Karnataka 
Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar. While emphasising 
that the development of Telangana remains his pri-
mary focus, the Chief Minister noted that the CWC 
meeting would address several key issues of national 
importance.

Women BRS 
MLAs’ Case: 

HC Seeks Cops’ 
Identification

HYDERABAD, SEPT.29 

HYDERABAD, SEPT.29 

Telangana BJP president N. 
Ramchander Rao on Monday 
accused Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy of attempting to 
divide Hindus and consolidate 
Muslim votes by invoking the 
names of Hindu deities. Re-
acting to Revanth Reddy’s re-
ported remark that “Sri Ram 
is the God of the rich and Har 
Har Mahadev is the God of the 
poor”, Rao said there was no 
distinction between Lord Ram 

and Lord Shiva and that Hin-
du gods bless devotees irre-
spective of their social or eco-

nomic status. Rao alleged that 
the Chief Minister’s remarks 
were politically motivated and 
demanded an unconditional 
apology for statements that 
could divide communities. He 
rejected the attempts to divide 
Indian society on Aryan-Dra-
vidian or regional lines, al-
leging that such narratives 
were promoted by the British 
to weaken India’s social and 
cultural unity. “The statement 
made by Revanth Reddy 
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Govt land in Hyd core areas to be
USED FOR HOUSING POOR

Hyderabad, Sept.29:  
Revenue and Housing Minis-
ter Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy 
said the Telangana govern-
ment was committed to ful-
filling the dream of owning 
a house for poor families and 
was taking steps to provide 
them with quality housing 
in Hyderabad. He said the 
government had decided to 
identify land belonging to 
various departments in the 
core areas of Hyderabad and 
transfer it to the Housing De-
partment for construction of 

Ground+10-storey apartment 
complexes for poor families.

Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy, 
along with Minister Moham-
med Azharuddin, MP Anil 
Kumar Yadav and Nampally 
MLA Majid Hussain, laid the 
foundation stone for the con-
struction of Indiramma Tow-
ers at Red Hills in the Nam-
pally Assembly constituency 
on Tuesday.

Addressing a gathering on 
the occasion, the Minister said 
the government was 
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The Telangana High 
Court on Tuesday issued 
key directions over the 
alleged manner in which 
police personnel dealt 
with women BRS MLAs at 
the state Assembly.

The court directed the 
Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) to identify the 
police personnel who al-
legedly behaved inappro-
priately with the women 
MLAs during the recent 
Assembly session. It also 
ordered an inquiry into 
the incident and directed 
the authorities to submit 
a report to the Assembly 
Speaker detailing the ac-
tion taken against those 
found responsible.

The High Court further 
clarified that the Speaker 
has the authority to take 
action if any Assembly 
rules were violated. 

BREAK 
DARSHAN 

CANCELLED 
ON OCT 1 to 5
TIRUMALA, SEPT.29 

In view of the expect-
ed increase in the pilgrim 
rush during the Peratasi 
month and the ensuing 
holidays, the Tirumala Tir-
upati Devasthanams (TTD) 
has decided to cancel VIP 
Break Darshan (except for 
protocol VIPs) on Thurs-
day, October 1, and Mon-
day, October 5. At present, 
around 80,000 devotees 
are having darshan of Lord 
Venkateswara every day.  
In addition, nearly 30,000 
devotees arriving on the 
same day are being accom-
modated for darshan on 
the following day. 

Revanth-Mahesh 
Duo Driving 
Congress  

Growth: Tagore

HYDERABAD, SEPT.29 

Tamil Nadu PCC President 
Manickam Tagore praised the 
rapid growth of the Congress 
party in Telangana, attrib-
uting its success to the joint 
leadership of Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy and TPCC
President Mahesh Kumar
Goud. Visiting Gandhi Bhavan 
on Tuesday alongside Mahesh
Goud, Tagore expressed nos-
talgia during his first return to 
the historic state headquarters 
in four years. "I am delighted
to return to Gandhi Bhavan
after four years and 
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CM  Trying to Divide Hindus for Votes:NRR

Congress Demands
CEC’s Resignation

Grant Approvals for the 
Construction of Thummidihatti

Telangana to deploy army engineers for  
SLBC tunnel, Kaleshwaram barrage works

Next Week Hearing On Whether One Voice Can Speak For Three

The Supreme Court has 
agreed to hear next week a 
petition that asks whether 
decisions taken in the name 

of the Election Commission of India 
under Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar carried the required 
collective authority of the three member 
body. The plea, mentioned today before 

Chief Justice Surya Kant, seeks exami-
nation of recorded internal objections 
and a declaration that Article 324 power 
belongs to the Commission as an insti-
tution. The highest court of the land has 
now fixed a date. Next week the Supreme 
Court will examine a petition that goes 
to the heart of how 
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SUPREME 
COURT 
CALLS 
THE POLL 
PANEL TO 
THE BAR

Congress names candidates for 
TWO GRADUATES’ MLC SEATS

Hyderabad, Sept. 29: The Con-
gress has finalised Sama Rammohan 
Reddy and Ramreddy Sarvotham Red-
dy as its candidates for the two Gradu-
ates’ MLC constituencies in Telangana, 
with elections due in early 2027. The 
decision was cleared by Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge on Tuesday. 
Rammohan Reddy will contest from 
the Hyderabad-Rangareddy-Mahbub-
nagar Graduates’ constituency, while 
Sarvotham Reddy has been named the 
party’s candidate for the Warangal-Nal-
gonda-Khammam seat. The terms of the 
sitting MLCs from the two constituen-
cies are scheduled to end in March 2027. 
The Election Commission has already 

initiated the process of revising electoral 
rolls ahead of the polls.

November 1, 2026, has been fixed 
as the qualifying date for enrolment of 
graduates as electors. The enrolment 
process began with the publication of a 
public notice on September 28. The no-
tice will be republished in newspapers on 
October 15 and 25, while applications in 
Form-18 can be submitted up to Novem-
ber 6.

The Congress had held consultations 
on potential candidates before finalis-
ing the two names. The announcement 
comes as political parties step up prepa-
rations for the elections and the voter-en-
rolment exercise gains momentum.
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