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~ Millions Must Not Be
Disenfranchised Arbitrarily

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan calls mass disenfranchisement intrinsically arbitrary and unconstitutional

HYDERABAD, OCT 4

upreme Court judge Jus-

tice Ujjal Bhuyan on Sun-

day said any process which

"disenfranchises” millions
of Indian citizens was "intrinsically
arbitrary" and a "negation" of the
constitutional order. No amount
of "whataboutery" can justify it,
he said. Justice Bhuyan, who de-
livered the valedictory address at
the 19th Justice Bodh Raj Sawhney
Memorial Moot Court Competition
at NALSAR University of Law, said
the Indian Constitution does not
provide for two classes of citizens --
one with voting rights and the other
without voting rights. Any process

which leads to wholesale disenfran-
chisement of Indian citizens making
them citizens without voting rights
would be violative of Articles 326
and 14 of the Constitution of In-

justify it," he said. "It strikes at the
very heart of the Constitution and I
would go to the extent of saying that
it is a negation of the Constitutional
order which we have adopted based

“If any process results in disenfranchising millions and millions
of Indian citizens, such a process is intrinsically arbitrary. No

amount of whataboutery can justify it.”

dia, he said. "If any process results
in disenfranchising millions and
millions of Indian citizens making
them second class citizens in their
own country in the sense of being
citizens without a voting right, such
a process is intrinsically arbitrary.
No amount of whataboutery can

— Justice Ujjal Bhuyan

under Constitution of India," he
said. Observing that Indian citizens'
right to vote is intertwined with In-
dia's long years of struggle against
foreign rule, he said it is a manifes-
tation of freedom achieved after long
struggle and sacrifice and

CONTINUED ON PAGE2 »

Telangana Woman
Dles in Road Accident
in the United States

Missouri: Daram Supriya (31), a married
woman from Maripeda mandal headquar-
ters in Mahabubabad district, Telangana, was
residing in Missouri, USA, for work. A truck
reportedly crashed into the car in which she
was travelling from behind. Supriya died on
the spot in the accident. Another young wom-
an from Indjia is also reported to have suffered
serious injuries in the crash.
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Cong spreading malicious
propaganda against constitutional
institutions out of fear of defeat: NRR

HYDERABAD

Launching a vitriolic attack on
Congress party, BJP Telangana
State President N Ramchander
Rao lashed out at the Congress
party, stating that after losing in
several states across the coun-
try and suffering defeat in three
consecutive Lok Sabha elec-
tions it is unable to realize the
facts that chaiwala Narendra
Modi became Prime Minister
for third term.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party’s state head-
quarters, he alleged that the
Congress leadership is unable
to stomach the fact that the
public rejected them in three
consecutive Lok Sabha elec-
tions and blessed Narendra
Modi to become Prime Min-

ments calling all elections held
in the country a farce and de-
manding their cancellation.
Condemning such comments,
Rao asserted that questioning
the people’s mandate is an in-
sult not only to voters of this
country, but to Indian democ-
racy itself.

BJP state chief accused
Rahul Gandhi and forces like
Prakash Raj for joining hands

in a conspiracy to erode pub-
lic trust in independent con-
stitutional bodies such as the
Supreme Court of India, the
President’s Office, and the
Election Commission of India
(ECI). He criticized Congress
for attempting to weaken these
systems and jeopardize the
country’s integrity.

Clarifying allegations made
by the Congress regarding
the ongoing SIR process in
Hyderabad city, Rao assert-
ed that there is no truth to
their claims. He made it clear
that this process is being con-
ducted entirely by the state
government machinery, and
decisions on deleting votes are
taken only after the Election
Commission

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

Thackeray
Cousins Lead
Mumbai Protest

Over SIR

Mumbai, Oct 4: Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief Uddhav Thackeray and Mahar-
ashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) chief
Raj Thackeray on Sunday led a protest
march in Mumbai against Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar
and the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Maharashtra.
Thousands of people joined the march,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

SLBC Advances Beyond
Toughest Stretch: Uttam

Chit- Scam:
Husband and
Wife Arrested

Collected X6.24 crorein
the name of chit funds,
daily collections and
high returns; more than
%3.05 croreremains
unpaid

Hyderabad, Oc-
tober 4: A case has
come to light in Telan-
gana’s Suryapet district
in which a government
school teacher and his
wife allegedly collected
large amounts of mon-
ey from people in the
name of chit funds, dai-
ly collections and high
returns, and cheated
them. Police arrested
government teacher
Banoth Raju (44), a resi-
dent of Yenagandi Than-
da in Chivvemla man-
dal, and his wife Banoth
Anusha (33).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

HYDERABAD, October
4: Marking a decisive break-
through in the Srisailam Left
Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel
project, excavation has moved
beyond a major geological
challenge, paving the way for
additional equipment deploy-
ment and improved operation-
al efficiency while maintaining
rigorous safety standards,
Irrigation and Civil Supplies
Minister N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy said on Sunday.

The Minister held a mar-
athon review with elected
representatives and senior
officials from the three dis-
tricts of erstwhile Nalgonda
on the implementation of key
irrigation projects, including
the SLBC tunnel. The project
is expected to deliver over 30
TMC of water to the region’s
parched upland areas, helping
end the perennial scarcity they
have faced. MPs K. Raghuveer

Careful excavation | Additional drilling
takes tunnel past | equipment and
collapse-hit shear | German locomotive to
Zone } accelerate operations
|
Over 700 metresof pro- | Minister stresses
| worker safety

gress recorded so far
E‘ "«' N

Reddy and Chamala Kiran
Kumar Reddy; MLAs Man-
dula Samel, K. Jaiveer Reddy,
Vemula Veeresham and Anil
Kumar Reddy; MLC Shankar
Naik; Irrigation Secretary E.
Sridhar; Engineer-in-Chief O.

Kishan Reddy congratulates

TOOPRAN FARMERS

HYDERABAD, OCT.4

Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy on Sunday addressed a
gathering at the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the dairy
plant in Toopran. He extended
his special congratulations to
all especially to the farmers of
the region on the occasion of
the groundbreaking ceremony
for the dairy plan.

“This event is not merely a
groundbreaking ceremony for
a dairy plant but it serves as a
guiding light for the econom-
ic future of Telangana’s dairy
farmers and for the farmers
across all villages. This dairy
plant is being established with
an investment of approxi-
mately T400 crore by utilizing
Amul’s state-of-the-art tech-
nology. The project is moving
forward with the goal of com-
pleting construction within
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the next 18 months and cre-
ating employment opportuni-
ties for women and the youth.
Value addition will increase
through the collection of milk
from local farmers and subse-
quent processing,” he said .

He noted that Instead of
exporting the collected milk
raw to other regions, a wide
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variety of products such as
milk, curd, buttermilk, lassi,
paneer, ice cream and ghee
would be manufactured right
here. He said that “Amul” was
synonymous with trust and
added that this initiative aims
to instill that same confidence
in the farmers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

V. Ramesh Babu; and the Col-
lectors of Suryapet, Nalgonda,
Yadadri-Bhongir and Maha-
bubabad participated in the
meeting. The Minister com-
mended the efforts of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 »

Bar and Restaurant
Owners' to Protest

FROM TODAY

HYDERABAD, OCT.4

The Bar and Restaurant
Owners' Association in Tel-
angana has taken a crucial
decision. The Association
members announced that the
bars and restaurants across
the state would remain
closed starting today . They
allege that they were suffer-
ing severe financial losses
due to the new 'privilege fee'
(cess) being introduced by
the state government and
were demanding its immedi-
ate withdrawn .

Protesting the government's
decision, they have called
for a state-wide shutdown
from Monday. Additionally,
the members of the Telanga-
na State Bar and Restaurant
Owners' Association stated
that they plan to lay siege to
the Excise Department office
on the 5th of the month.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 »

All-Party Leaders Call for CEC’s Removal

HYDERABAD, OCT.4

A meeting of various political par-
ties was held today at the CPI(M)
state office in Hyderabad. State-level
leaders from the Congress, CPI, CPM,
TJS, CPI(ML) Madline, CPI(ML) New
Democracy, MCPI(U), AIC, CPI(ML)
Liberation, RSP, CPI(ML), Samajwa-
di Party and RJD participated in this
meeting. Leaders such as John Wesley
(CPI(ML) Secretary), ET Narasimha
(CPI State Assistant Secretary), Mal-
lu Ravi (Congress) and Professor M.
Kodandaram (TJS) took part in the
meeting . The meeting strongly con-
demned the illegal nationwide deletion
of votes and announced a joint course

of action. The leaders alleged that Con-
spiracies were underway to undermine
the right to vote, which is crucial to the
country's democratic system and con-
stitutional spirit. They also alleged that
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar was acting unilaterally and in
favour of the ruling BJP at the Centre
thereby misusing the electoral system.
“He is making a mockery of democracy
by unjustly deleting millions of votes
across the country under the guise of
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
the electoral rolls. In Telangana, prior
to the commencement of the SIR pro-
cess, there were 3.28 crore (32.8 mil-
lion) votes; subsequently, 73 lakh (7.3
million) votes were deleted.

There are only 2.66 crore entries
in the draft list. Notices have been is-
sued regarding 93 lakh of these, treat-
ing them as suspicious. The Election
Commission is conspiring under the
guise of the 'SIR' process—to delete
1.66 crore votes out of the state's total
3.28 crore votes. Against this backdrop,
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar, who is acting with bias and
flouting constitutional norms, must be
removed from office immediately. Gya-
nesh Kumar must be investigated for
the irregularities associated with the
'SIR' process. The controversial 'SIR'
process must be halted immediately
and names that were illegally deleted
must be restored to the voters' list.

Don't give it a chance.

* Don' let them ruin your structures
* Don' let them waste your money
* Don' let them risk your dignity

If you give a chance to poor-quality cement, the quality of
your life is what you risk. Many may take a chance. But
once you give it, you may never get another.

Trust is never built by chance. It becomes a part of life over

time.

So don't risk your dreams on uncertainty.

For more than a decade, we have shared a relationship
built on trust. A trust not created in a day, nor by chance.

Powered by advanced German technology, robotic quality
control, and all-day strength - we continue to lead the field
with confidence.
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TRUST. LEGACY. FOREVER.
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Land Allegations Involving Local Political Figures
Prompt Calls for Immediate Probe in Kukatpally

Community Representatlves and Colony Residents Urge TPCC Leadership and Local Authorities to Examine Encroachment Claims Dispassionately

Medchal-Malkajgiri, October
04: Calls for an official administra-
tive and political inquiry have emerged
following public allegations of land-re-
lated irregularities involving Makineni
Vinod (Eka Narayana), a local leader
from Vasanth Nagar Division who re-
portedly aspires to run for the Corpo-
rator position in Kukatpally. Commu-
nity representatives and residents have
formally urged top Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee (TPCC) leaders,
revenue officials, and local police to
examine these matters with strict im-
partiality. Vinod is known to be asso-
ciated with Bandi Ramesh, TPCC Vice
President and Kukatpally Congress
Party In-charge. Allegations have also
extended to Tatineni Ravi, President
of Dream View Colony, who previous-
ly shifted political affiliations from the
BRS to the Congress party, prompting
calls for an independent review to es-

tablish facts and protect public interest.

The complaints outline three dis-
tinct locations requiring immedi-
ate verification by civic and revenue
authorities. In Dream View Colony,
local residents allege that Makineni
Vinod, Tatineni Ravi, and other asso-

ciates have been involved in attempts
to encroach upon approximately one
acre of government-owned land,
leading to requests for officials to
audit layout maps, survey records,
and land ownership documentation.
Simultaneously, in Gopal Nagar at
Road No. 17A, residents have raised
concerns regarding open plots, park
spaces, and property belonging to a
local association. Reports indicate
that certain individuals identified
as association members allegedly
shared details about open plots in
ways that may have enabled unau-
thorized occupation, accompanied by
allegations of forged land documents
that require verification by competent
authorities to initiate appropriate le-
gal steps if wrongdoing is established.

Further concerns have been raised
by farmers in Mallampet regarding
approximately three acres of agricul-

the law.

idiom

tural land. Affected landowners have
submitted complaints pointing to al-
leged coercion and attempts to take
possession of their property, leading
to urgent calls for police and revenue
intervention to safeguard the farm-
ers' land rights in accordance with

These developments come as the
state government actively deploys
agencies like the Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Assets Monitoring and
Protection Agency (HYDRAA) to re-
claim public lands, lakes, and parks.
Referring to the traditional Telugu
"Kanche Chenu Mesinatlu"—
where the fence itself is said to con-
sume the crop—community members
emphasize that individuals affiliated
with the ruling party must be held to
the same standards of accountability
as the previous administration. In
light of these concerns, TPCC Vice

President Bandi Ramesh has been re-
quested to review the claims regard-
ing Makineni Vinod to ensure a fair
internal probe, which would either
substantiate the claims for discipli-
nary action or publicly clear those
involved.

To resolve the disputes, residents

and local stakeholders have urged
authorities to undertake six concrete
actions:
boundary surveys in Dream View
Colony, Gopal Nagar, and Mallam-
pet; audit revenue registers, pattadar
passbooks,
approvals; initiate legal prosecution
wherever evidence points to forgery
or unlawful occupation; provide po-
lice protection to affected farmers
and residents; secure all public parks
and government properties; and re-
lease transparent, fact-based findings
grounded entirely in official records.

conduct comprehensive

and sanctioned layout

BJP Leader Praises
Captain Smith Machar

Hyder nagar Division BJP President Arun applauds
the pilot's presence of mind for applying his training
to save 174 lives after a co-pilot attack.

Medchal-Mal-

kajgiri, Octo-
ber o04: CMC
Hydera  nagar
Division BJP

President Arun
praised Captain
Smith Machar for
his bravery, quick think-
ing, and exceptional profes-
sionalism during a danger-
ous incident in the cockpit.
While speaking about the
incident, Arun highlighted
how Captain Machar suc-
cessfully handled a critical
crisis when his own co-pilot
unexpectedly attacked him
in the cockpit. Instead of
panicking, the pilot applied
his training and presence of
mind to overcome the situa-
tion alone, safely protecting

all 174 passengers on
board.

"Usually, flight
crew members work
as a team to handle
emergencies. While

one pilot flies the air-
craft, the other manag-
es navigation and commu-
nication. If a problem arises
in the cockpit, both address
it together. However, Cap-
tain Machar had to face this
threat entirely on his own,"
Arun said. Commending the
pilot's courageous action, the
BJP leader added, "Call it
God's grace or his presence
of mind, he effectively put his
flight training into practice
at the right moment. What
Captain Machar did is truly
extraordinary."

Citizens Challenge Municipal Inaction at KPH

Calls grow for a vigilance
probe into Circle 52 Town
Planning staff following
cosmetic inspections and
unbacked safety clear-
ances.

Medchal-Malkajgiri,
October 04: Serious allega-
tions of systemic corruption,
bribery, and severe regulatory
non-compliance have surfaced
against the Town Planning
Department of Cyberabad
Municipal Corporation (CMC),
Kukatpally Circle No. 52 . Cen-
tered around a highly conten-
tious commercial-cum-resi-
dential structure situated at
KPHB Colony Road No. 1, MIG
194, local citizens strongly al-
lege that municipal authorities
are turning a deliberate blind
eye to flagrant breaches of
the Telangana Building Rules
(G.O. Ms. No. 168) and TS-
bPASS self-certification guide-
lines in exchange for heavy
kickbacks.

The property in question
presents multiple core statuto-
ry violations under the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration (GHMC) Act and state
building bylaws. Under man-
datory zoning laws, multi-sto-
ry developments on standard
MIG plots must maintain clear
front, side, and rear setback

margins to ensure structural
ventilation and allow emer-
gency service access. At MIG
194, the builder has reportedly
constructed right up to the plot
boundaries, completely elim-
inating required offsets and
breaching zero-setback proto-
cols. Furthermore, the build-
ing drastically exceeds the
permissible Floor Space Index
(FSI) and vertical height limits
sanctioned under self-certified
TS-bPASS approvals, creating
severe structural safety risks
without obtaining valid stabil-
ity clearances.

Compounding these struc-
tural violations are wide-
spread reports of adminis-
trative extortion and bribery.
Local sources indicate that an

estimated 30 lakh exchanged
hands to halt demolition work
and stall official enforcement
actions. Rather than taking
decisive regulatory action,
Town Planning officers report-
edly conducted a purely per-
formative inspection—chip-
ping minor decorative plaster
off non-structural elements as
a cosmetic show of authority—
before advising the building
owner to conceal the superfi-
cial damage once public and
media attention faded.

These ongoing illegalities
have amplified public safety
fears across the Cyberabad
region, especially following
the tragic building collapse
in Gachibowli that claimed
the lives of two construction

workers. Despite statutory
provisions under Sections
405 and 456 of the GHMC
Act that empower officers to
immediately seal, seize, or
raze unauthorized structures
without prolonged adminis-
trative delay, field enforce-
ment in Kukatpally remains
lax, temporary, and visibly
performative.

Frustrated by the persis-
tent lack of accountability, lo-
cal residents are demanding
immediate enforcement un-
der the municipal regulatory
framework. Citizens are call-
ing on higher GHMC author-
ities to execute an immediate
seizure of the MIG 194 prem-
ises to halt all commercial or
residential occupancy. More-
over, residents are urging the
direct intervention of the Hy-
derabad Disaster Response
and Asset Protection Agency
(HYDRA) to invoke its dele-
gated powers under the Telan-
gana Land Encroachment Act
and WALTA provisions to exe-
cute a full demolition of all un-
authorized portions. Finally,
the local community is calling
for a formal vigilance investi-
gation and criminal inquiry
into the Town Planning staff of
Circle 52 who sanctioned and
turned a blind eye to these de-
viations.

»FROM PAGE 1
Article 326 cannot be tinkered
with at all. "No authority can
do it; no court can endorse it
or condone it. No one is above
the Constitution," he said.
Justice Bhuyan said the
right to vote or the right to be
a voter is not a mere statutory
right that flows from parlia-
mentary legislation like the
Representation of the People's
Act 1951, but a Constitutional
right forming a distinct part
of democracy itself. Thus posi-
tioning itself within the frame-
work of the basic structure of
the Indian Constitution. Cit-
ing a Supreme Court order, he
said the apex court observed
that the right to vote of a cit-

izen cannot be divorced or
separated from the mandate of
Article 326. The right of a citi-
zen to be a voter and to vote is
of the greatest importance and
forms the foundation of free
and fair election. Section 22 of
the Representation of the Peo-
ple's Act permits deletion of an
entry in the voter's list but only
after the said voter has been
given a reasonable opportuni-
ty of being heard, he said. He
cited another Supreme Court
judgment and said the SC has
laid down the guidelines to be
followed in case of deletion
of voters. Except in the case
of a dead person, the name
of a voter once enlisted in the
electoral roll cannot be deleted

without notice and hearing,
he said. "From the persona of
an Indian citizen, the right to
vote or right to be included in
the voters list cannot be de-
tached. It will be like taking
out the soul from the body,"
he said. Justice Bhuyan said
US judge Justice Frankfurter
had expressed the view that in
a democracy the highest office
is not that of the President but
that of the citizen. He further
quoted him as saying: "De-
mocracy is always a beckoning
goal, not a safe harbour; for
freedom is an unremitting en-
deavour, never a final achieve-
ment." "I ask myself, what
is the worth of a citizen with-
out his/her voting rights,"

B Millions Must Not Be Disenfranchised..

Justice Bhuyan asked. Justice
Bhuyan, who served as the
Chancellor of NALSAR, said
he can be legitimately proud
of the students of the institu-
tion. "You have shown to the
country and the world what a
university student that too, a
student of law should be like.
You are brilliant. You are bold
and you are brave," he said. He
also lauded the faculty mem-
bers of NALSAR, saying they
have performed their duties
admirably and have done what
a university teacher is expect-
ed to do. Complementing the
NALSAR Vice Chancellor
Srikrishna Deva Rao, he said
he has led the university admi-
rably.

Thackeray Cousins Lead Mumbai Protest Over SIR

»FROM PAGE 1

which began at Metro Cin-
ema and culminated near the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration headquarters. Several
opposition leaders, including
Congress leaders Balasaheb
Thorat and Vijay Wadettiwar,
and NCP (SP) leaders Jayant
Patil, Shashikant Shinde, Jiten-
dra Awhad and Anil Deshmukh,
participated in the rally. The
protest, called the ‘Virat Garja-
na Morcha’, demanded the re-

moval or resignation of the CEC
over alleged irregularities in the
SIR process. Organisers asked
participants to carry only the
national flag instead of party
flags. Raj Thackeray demanded
that the SIR exercise in Maha-
rashtra be cancelled and called
for future elections to be con-
ducted through paper ballots.
He also raised concerns over
alleged irregularities in elec-
toral rolls and questioned the
need for the revision exercise.

Uddhav Thackeray alleged that
the Election Commission was
acting in favour of the BJP and
described CEC Gyanesh Kumar
as a “weapon” of the ruling par-
ty. He also claimed that large
numbers of voters had been
deleted from electoral rolls in
Maharashtra and other states,
though these figures were pre-
sented as allegations.

Congress leader Balasaheb
Thorat backed the protest and
reiterated the Opposition’s alle-

gations regarding “vote theft”.
He also questioned the process of
appointing members of the Elec-
tion Commission, alleging that
changes to the selection mecha-
nism had weakened institutional
independence. The leaders said
the protest was aimed at raising
concerns over electoral trans-
parency, voter rights and the
conduct of elections. They called
for stronger safeguards to protect
electoral rolls and democratic in-
stitutions.

Chit- Scam: Husband and Wife Arrested

»FROM PAGE 1

According to the police,
the investigation found that
Banoth Raju had been run-
ning chit-fund and dai-
ly-collection activities
with the assistance of
his wife Anusha since
2015. Police said they
collected large sums of
money from members
of the public, fellow em-
ployees and acquaintances by
promising high returns and
regular monthly payments. It
is believed that some people
trusted Raju and gave him
money because he was a gov-
ernment teacher. The inves-
tigation also found that the

couple collected money from
several people by claiming that
they were purchasing land, in
addition to running chit funds.
After the chit-fund
periods ended,
some investors
were not repaid.
When the victims
began  demand-
ing their money
back, the alleged
fraud came to light. Accord-
ing to details identified by the
police: the accused collected
approximately %6,24,50,000
from victims in total. Of this
amount, %3,18,54,000 was
repaid, while ¥3,05,96,000 is
still outstanding, police said.

Cong spreading malicious
propaganda against constitutional
institutions out of fear of defeat: NRR

»FROM PAGE 1

conducts field-level inquir-
ies into any objections. He
reminded that simply submit-
ting Form-7 does not automat-
ically lead to voter deletion
and the Form-7 mechanism
exists per rules specifically to
weed out fake and duplicate
votes. He further clarified that
no Booth Level Agents (BLA-
1, BLA-2) belonging to the
BJP have submitted any such
applications. He stated that
creating a commotion over an
issue that is still at the inquiry
stage is completely objection-
able.

He mocked the Congress
party saying it has become a
habit for them to praise sys-
tems as functioning properly
whenever they win an election,
but blame EVMs and the SIR
process whenever they lose.
He criticized Congress leaders
for praising the SIR process
when winning in states like

Kerala, while slinging mud in
places where they face defeat.

Predicting that a ‘Con-
gress-Mukt Bharat’ has large-
ly been realized across the
country and that voters in the
remaining two or three states
will surely reject them as well,
Rao warned that the people of
India will thwart Congress’s
conspiracies to demean demo-
cratic institutions and defame
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment. He affirmed that the
BJP will fight uncompromis-
ingly to safeguard democracy.

BJP state chief warned that
the people of India would cer-
tainly expose Congress party
which is indulging in false
propaganda undermining
democratic institutions. The
BJP would strongly oppose
every attempt by Congress
party tom malign the Modi
government and will continue
to politically fight against such
attempts, he said.

SLBC Advances Beyond Toughest Stretch: Uttam

»FROM PAGE 1

officials and the workforce
engaged in the arduous task.
Successful passage through
the precarious shear zone
marked a significant advance
in the project, he said.

Uttam pressed for the de-
ployment of additional equip-
ment, improved excavation
cycles and close safety moni-
toring. He sought a credible,
closely monitored programme
to achieve the June 2028 wa-
ter-delivery goal.

He directed officials and
the contractor to build on the
progress through the difficult
geological stretch while safe-
guarding crews working more
than 20 km inside the tunnel.

The project team reported
an advancement of about 700
metres over the preceding five
to six months, comprising ap-
proximately 450 metres from
the outlet and 250 metres
from the inlet. This included

carefully negotiated passage
through the major shear zone,
overcoming formidable geo-
logical, technical and logisti-
cal challenges.

The 43.968-km main tun-
nel was reported to be approx-
imately 79 per cent complete,
with about 9.1 km of excava-
tion remaining.

Careful passage
through unstable ground

Col. Parikshit Mehra, an
Indian Army tunnel expert
spearheading the tunnel op-
erations, explained that exca-
vation at the inlet had deliber-
ately been slowed during the
initial months because of weak
ground, rock bursts and the
need to prevent another acci-
dent. The diversion around the
point where the tunnel-boring
machine had become stuck
had taken the working face
through particularly poor ge-
ological conditions.

To negotiate the unstable

stretch, the team installed
140-mm seamless pipes to
form an umbrella canopy,
providing protective support
ahead of excavation. Rein-
forced ribs, staged excavation,
probe drilling and additional
support measures helped con-
trol risks as work advanced.
Improving rock conditions
were enabling a return to nor-
mal working conditions deep
inside the tunnel.

Equipment push to

accelerate excavation

Uttam pressed for sus-
tained progress supported by
timely equipment deployment.
The project team reported a
current combined advance of
about eight metres a day, with
a sustained rate of seven to
seven-and-a-half metres daily.
Progress had reached ten me-
tres on one or two days.

A three-arm drilling boom-
er was already operating at

the outlet, where progress was
reported to be close to the re-
quired pace. Another three-
arm boomer was expected at
the inlet in October. Electric
loaders and advanced excava-
tors were also supporting con-
struction operations.

A locomotive ordered from
Germany is expected by the
end of October. Its deployment
is expected to improve the re-
moval of excavated material
and shorten the construction
cycle.

Hauling material over
distances of up to 21 km re-
mained a major constraint.
When removal fell behind, ex-
cavated material accumulated
inside the tunnel, eventually
forcing work at the face to stop
until the backlog was cleared.

The team reported that a
construction cycle previous-
ly taking about 48 hours had
been reduced to 20—24 hours.
With improved equipment

and faster material removal, it
anticipated bringing the cycle
down to about ten hours and
accelerating progress from
late October or early Novem-
ber.

Breakthrough targeted

for May—June 2028

The Minister expressed
hope that breakthrough in
Tunnel 1 could be achieved
by May—June 2028. Sprayed
lining was being undertaken
alongside excavation, allowing
much of the lining work to pro-
ceed before breakthrough.

Uttam directed that work
on Tunnel 2, the balancing
reservoir and associated
components be completed in
time so that unfinished in-
frastructure did not become
an obstacle to water delivery.
Tunnel 2, approximately 7.1
km long, had resumed lining
work after a prolonged inter-
ruption.

Kishan Reddy congratulates TOOPRAN FARMERS

»FROM PAGE 1

“When we think of farm-
ers, we usually associate them
only with crops like paddy,
chili, and cottonz. However
, a farmer can sustain a live-
lihood through the dairy in-
dustry regardless of whether
they own land. In the future,
the milk will be brought to
Toopran from various re-
gions. Our farmers know the
value of hard work and they
know how to produce. Re-
gardless of the scorching sun,
rain, or cold, the farmer toils
tirelessly throughout the sea-
sons. Yet, they face numer-

ous hardships due to a lack of
markets for their produce as
well as the inability to access
storage, processing, branding
and value-addition facilities.
Just as individual drops of
water combine to form rivers,
if the farmers unite and work
together through cooperative
societies, they can transform
into a formidable economic
force. Unfortunately, cooper-
ative societies have been ren-
dered ineffective by excessive
political interference and have
now virtually ceased to exist
and there is a pressing need to
revive them,” he said .

Reddy also said that If the
farmer the actual producer
becomes an active partner in
the system, the exploitation by
middlemen, corruption and the
dominance of politicians would
diminish and added that If the
farmers come together to form
a robust cooperative system,
the revenue generated can be
utilized within the village itself
thereby boosting local employ-
ment opportunities.

He said that States like Ma-
harashtra and Gujarat imme-
diately come to mind when one
thinks of cooperative organi-
zations and noted that There

was a need to develop the co-
operative system in Telangana
as a mass movement. He said
that the Cooperative societies
can create financial and em-
ployment opportunities for the
women and provide additional
income for all categories of the
farmers including small and
marginal ones.

He said that Amul serves
as an excellent case study
demonstrating what the co-
operative system can achieve
and added that Through its
cooperative network, Amul
supplies approximately 2.5
million metric tonnes of cattle

feed to the farmers annually.

The Amul brand has been
recognized as the world’s most
powerful dairy brand in the
‘Food & Drink 2026’ rankings.
Amul emerged as the number
one cooperative organization
globally in the ‘World Coop-
erative Monitor 2025." It has
also established itself as the
leading brand in countries
like the United States. This is
not merely Amul’s success but
it is a victory for Indian farm-
ers and the Indian cooperative
system a true testament to
the credibility of our nation’s
farmers,” he said .

Bar and Restaurant
Owners' to Protest

FROM TODAY

»FROM PAGE 1

The state government has
decided to collect an annual
'privilege cess' ranging from
8% to 20% from each bar.
The Association members
state that this move would
impose an additional finan-
cial burden of approximately
%30 lakh peryear on each bar.
They are also expressing dis-
tress over existing challenges
such as the authorization of
'permanent rooms' at wine
shops and the proliferation
of unauthorized belt shops,'
which are already causing
them significant financial
loss. The State President of
the Bar and Restaurant Own-
ers Association Damodar
Goud stated that despite fac-
ing numerous hardships, they
already pay the government
between %33 lakh and 56
lakh annually in license fees
and added that an addition-
al burden of up to 330 lakh
was being imposed under
the guise of a "privilege cess."
He demanded the immediate
withdrawal of this proposed
cess while warning that they
would stage a protest at the
Excise Commissioner's office.

Meanwhile, following the
call for a shutdown, over
1,200 bars and restaurants
across Telangana are set to
close. The Association rep-
resentatives have stated
that the strike would con-
tinue until the government
respond and added that if
their demands are not met,
they would resort to hunger
strikes and escalate their ag-
itation in the future.
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“Courage Ahove the Clouds™: Gaptain Smit Machchhar
Praised for Saving 174 Lives During Mid-Air Crisis

* Dr. Prapurna Hails
Pilot’s Extraordinary
Presence of Mind
After Reported
Cockpit Attack

HYDERABAD

Dr. Prapurna, a well-known
podcast anchor associated with
the Teachers Diaries YouTube
channel, has praised Captain
Smit Machchhar for his cour-
age, composure, and remark-
able presence of mind during
a reported mid-air emergency
that placed the lives of 174 pas-
sengers at risk.

According to reports, the
incident occurred aboard a
Flydubai flight travelling from
Dubai to Tel Aviv. During the
flight, Captain Machchhar was
allegedly attacked inside the
cockpit by the co-pilot. Despite
reportedly sustaining injuries,
he remained focused on the
safety of everyone on board
and acted swiftly to prevent the
situation from escalating.

In an emergency at cruis-
ing altitude, even a moment
of confusion can have dev-
astating consequences. Yet,

Captain Machchhar is said
to have responded with ex-
ceptional calmness. He re-
portedly opened the cockpit
door, enabled the threat to be
brought under control, and
helped ensure that the aircraft
was diverted for an emergen-
cy landing. Dr. Prapurna de-
scribed the captain’s conduct
as an extraordinary example
of professional responsibility
and human courage. “Captain
Smit Machchhar displayed
courage beyond ordinary ex-
pectations. Even after facing
danger inside the cockpit, his
first thought was the safety of
the passengers. His calm deci-
sion-making and presence of
mind helped avert what could
have become a terrible trage-
dy,” Dr. Prapurna said.

Pilots are trained to han-
dle technical failures, medical
emergencies, severe weather,
and other unexpected situa-
tions. However, a direct threat
inside the cockpit presents an
entirely different level of dan-
ger. In such circumstances,
a pilot must simultaneously
manage personal safety, air-
craft control, passenger wel-

fare, crew coordination, and
emergency procedures.

Captain Machchhar’s re-
ported actions have therefore
been widely regarded as a
powerful example of discipline
under pressure. Rather than
allowing fear or injury to over-
whelm him, he allegedly main-
tained control and made deci-
sions that protected the lives of
everyone aboard.

Dr. Prapurna further noted
that the incident highlights the
immense responsibility car-
ried by commercial pilots. Pas-
sengers place their complete
trust in the flight crew, often
without knowing the chal-

lenges pilots may face
behind the cockpit door.

Beyond the imme-
diate bravery shown in
the cockpit, the incident
served as a deeply emo-
tional reminder of what
connects us all when cri-
sis strikes high above the
earth. In those terrifying
moments thousands of
feet in the air, differences
in background, culture,
and nationality instantly

% dissolved into a shared,
instinctual effort to protect one
another. Strangers bonded over
mutual care, crew members
acted with unyielding compas-
sion, and everyday people rose
to support each other without
hesitation—proving that when
survival is at stake, empathy and
togetherness outweigh every di-
vide.

Reflecting on this profound
display of solidarity amidst
fear, Dr. Prapurna stated that,
"Throughout humanity won as
people from different national-
ities came together to help each
other in this situation beyond
boundaries and politics. Hu-
manity won at the end."

The story has touched many
people because it represents
more than an aviation emer-
gency. It is a story of duty, sac-
rifice, and the strength of the
human spirit. While 174 pas-
sengers were depending on the
aircraft’s systems, they were
also depending on the judg-
ment and courage of the person
in command.

Captain Smit Machchhar’s
reported actions have earned
him widespread appreciation
as a symbol of bravery and pro-
fessional dedication. His con-
duct demonstrates that hero-
ism is not always loud or dra-
matic. Sometimes, it is found
in a calm decision made during
the most frightening moment
of one’s life.

The details of the incident
should be confirmed through
official statements from the
airline, aviation authorities,
and investigators. Neverthe-
less, if the reports are accurate,
Captain Machchhar’s quick
thinking and unwavering com-
mitment to passenger safety
helped transform a potential
catastrophe into a remarkable
story of survival.

GITAM Scholar Awarded Ph.D. for
Research in Medical Image Analysis

HYDERABAD

GITAM Deemed to be University, Hy-
derabad, congratulated Dr. Kandula
Revathi on being awarded the Ph.D.
in Computer Science and Engineering
for her research titled “Development
and Performance Evaluation of Nov-
el Algorithms for Medical Image Re-

trieval and Classification.”

Dr. Revathi pursued her doctoral
research under the guidance of Dr.

abad.

sor, School of Computer Science and
Systems Engineering, GITAM Hyder-

Her research focused on develop-
ing advanced algorithms for medical
image retrieval and classification, in-
tegrating deep learning, feature opti-
mization, neural networks, and image
segmentation to strengthen Comput-
er-Aided Diagnosis systems. The pro-
posed methods achieved classification
accuracy of up to 97.29%, demonstrat-

evaluated baseline approaches. Prof.
D. S. Rao, Pro Vice-Chancellor; Dr.

D.V.V.S.R. Varma, Resident Director;

tion.

and Dr. S. Mahaboob Basha, Head,
Department of Computer Science and
Systems Engineering, congratulated
Dr. Revathi on her achievement and
appreciated her research contribu-

They also commended Dr. S. Vijay-
aKumar for his guidance and wished
Dr. Revathi continued success in her

Bharatiya

HYDERABAD

The 60th Yoga Day celebrations of Bharatiya Yog
Sansthan were held grandly at Cosmopolitan
Colony, Mansoorabad, LB Nagar, under the lead-
ership of District 7 President Shri Vandanapu
Madhu and General Secretary Shri P. Ravindra
Kumar. The programme was presided over by
Shri Sudhir Kulkarni, President of the Telanga-
na State (East) unit of Bharatiya Yog Sansthan.
Former Corporator Shri Koppula Narasimha
Reddy attended as the chief guest. Shri Sad-
ananda Chary, Secretary of the Sansthan, and
Shri Rudra Lakshminarasimha, President of
the Cosmopolitan Colony Welfare Association,
also participated in the event. More than 550
yoga practitioners, including district presidents,
general secretaries and other office-bearers
from various districts, participated in the pro-
gramme. They performed various yoga asanas,
pranayama and meditation exercises.

At the conclusion of the programme, a yoga
dance performance presented by women yoga
practitioners under the guidance of Smt. Manga
was a special attraction and received apprecia-
tion from everyone present.

P. Ravindra Kumar,
General Secretary, District 7,
Bharatiya Yog Sansthan.

fog Sastﬂan
60th Yoga Day Celebrat

ions

-

S. Vijaya Kumar, Assistant Profes- ing significant improvements over the  academic and research career.

Ten Lakh Vishwakarmas Lack Political Representation

NAGARJUNA

* Should Be Givenan = I R W e B 1 z action under the JAC for the
MLC Seat Under the i g B=-Ed-| litical, social, and i EPOXY TMT BAR
BC Quota Through T A ol XA B F = o sl and seonemc ULTRA croxvmiren
the Governor's mas. He urged all those who
Quota have been divided on the basis

* Dividing the Commu-
nity Based on Tradi-
tional Occupations
Is Understating Its
Population

* Vishwakarma JAC
Chairman Dever-
akonda Kalidas at
Press Club Roundta-
ble Meeting

HYDERABAD

It is unfair that the Vishwa-
karma community, which has
a population of more than one
million in the state, does not
have adequate political repre-
sentation, said Vishwakarma
JAC Chairman Deverakonda
Kalidas. He expressed concern
that the community’s actual
population is being underes-
timated because Vishwakar-
mas are divided into different
groups based on their tradi-
tional occupations. He de-
manded that Vishwakarmas be
given an MLC position under
the BC quota through the Gov-

ernor’s quota. He was speaking
at a Vishwakarma JAC round-
table meeting held at the Hy-
derabad Press Club on Sunday.

Kalidas said that although
Vishwakarmas have played a
key role in the development and
construction of society, they
have not received adequate
political recognition. He said
that treating Vishwakarmas as
separate groups based on their
traditional caste occupations
obscures their collective pop-
ulation and social strength. He
called for all Vishwakarmas to
be recognized as a single social
community and for their popu-
lation, issues, and rights to be
taken into consideration.

He said that the lack of ad-
equate representation in legis-

latures for a social community
with a population of more than
one million is an issue that
needs serious consideration
in a democratic system. He
questioned how the concerns
of a community can reach the
attention of governments if it is
not given a role in political de-
cision-making despite having a
significant population.

He urged governments to
ensure an appropriate place for
Vishwakarmas in measures be-
ing taken for the advancement of
BC communities. In particular,
he demanded that Vishwakar-
mas be given an opportunity for
the MLC positions allocated to
BC communities under the Gov-
ernor’s quota.

Kalidas called for united

of their traditional occupations
to come together and work col-
lectively to secure their rights.

As part of this effort, the
meeting resolved to conduct
JAC elections on November
14. He said that IT profession-
als, doctors, journalists, senior
representatives from various
fields, and officials belonging
to the Vishwakarma commu-
nity would be involved in the
elections.

Several participants ex-
pressed their views on political
representation for Vishwa-
karmas, an appropriate share
under the BC quota, and the
protection of traditional occu-
pations, among other issues.
The meeting called for united
efforts to bring the demands of
Vishwakarmas to the attention
of the government. Vishwakar-
ma JAC leaders Ravindrachari,
Dr. Shyam Sundar, Veerashek-
hara Chari, and a large number
of Vishwakarma community
members participated in the
programme.

Padayatra to Seek KCR's Return as Chief Minister

HYDERABAD

Young supporters of KCR
reached Erravelli on Sunday
after undertaking a five-day
padayatra from Manthani.
The desire among people
across Telangana to see Tel-
angana statehood movement
leader, the state’s first Chief
Minister, their favorite leader
and BRS president K. Chan-
drashekar Rao (KCR) return
as Chief Minister is growing
stronger day by day.

On several occasions in the
past, people have expressed
their support for KCR through
padayatras and various forms
of protest and commitment.

As part of the same effort,
three young men undertook a
padayatra from Manthani and
reached KCR’s residence in
Erravelli on Sunday.

The three young men who
undertook the padayatra—
Manthani Bennipally, Boorla
Venkatesh and Konda Ven-

Young men who undertook a padayatra from Manthani and
met KCR at his residence in Erravelli-Boorla Venkatesh,
Konda Venkatesh and Manthani Bennipally.

katesh—said that Telangana’s
development would get back
on track only if KCR returns as
Chief Minister. They also said
that opportunities for Telan-
gana’s youth in employment
and livelihood sectors would

improve under his leadership.

KCR warmly welcomed the
BRS youth activists who had
walked from Manthani and
spent some time interacting
with them. He thanked them
for the affection and support

they had shown towards him.

Meanwhile, during their
padayatra, the young men
said they had brought to
KCR’s attention the experi-
ences shared by people along
the way. According to them,
people have realized that the
state government has not
only failed to work in accor-
dance with the aspirations of
the people of Telangana but is
also working in a completely
different direction.

They said that people across
the state are now recalling
the benefits they experienced
during KCR’s administration
and have realized what they
lost after being misled by their
belief in the promises made by
the Congress.

The young men who un-
dertook the padayatra stated
that, along with the people of
Manthani, people across Tel-
angana would support KCR’s
return as Chief Minister in the
upcoming elections.
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m CM Is in an Inactive State
While Farmers Are Suffering
Due to Drought

m After Performing a Rain Rit-
ual, the Government Has Left
People to Their Fate

m Government Has Failed to
Tackle the Drought

m A Special Cabinet Meeting
Should Be Held for Farmers
and Drought-Affected Man-
dals Should Be Declared

B Whether the Government
Borrows or Purchases It,
Farmers Must Be Provided
24-Hour Free Power Until
November

m People Will Not Forgive PM
Modi If He Fails to Support
the Drought-Hit Southern
States

m Elections Should Be Conduct-
ed Through the Paper Ballot
System

m Lathi-Charge on Women
Teachers Is a Heinous Act

m Telangana Rakshana Sena
Chief Kalvakuntla Kavitha

HYDERABAD

Telangana  Rakshana  Sena  chief
Kalvakuntla Kavitha strongly criticized
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, alleging
that he is “gift-wrapping Telangana’s water
and sending it to Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu.” She said that
while people across the state are suffering
due to drought, the Chief Minister is in an
inactive state and that, after performing
a Varuna Yagam (rain ritual), the govern-
ment had effectively washed its hands of
the situation and left people to their fate.
She was speaking to the media on

Sunday at the Telangana Rakshana Sena
office in Banjara Hills. Kavitha said she
was deeply distressed by the drought-like
conditions prevailing across the state and
that drought was affecting all districts. She
claimed that in some districts, groundwa-
ter levels had fallen to around 20 metres
below ground level.

She said scientists had warned six
months before the start of the monsoon
that the world could be affected by a Super
El Nifio phenomenon, but the Chief Minis-
ter had failed to review the situation. She
expressed concern that, due to what she
described as the Chief Minister’s failure to
act, crops spread across approximately 1.2
crore acres in the state were now at risk.

Kavitha criticized the Chief Minister
for performing a Varuna Yagam at Nagar-
juna Sagar instead of taking immediate
measures to support drought-hit people
and farmers. She said the government ap-
peared to be acting as though there was
nothing it could do unless God sent rain.

She said rainfall was 38% below normal
in August and 30% below normal in Sep-
tember. Had the government responded in
August itself, the situation could have been
different, she said. She added that farmers
would not have faced such difficulties if the
government had coordinated the Agricul-
ture, Irrigation and Power departments
and prepared proper plans from time to
time. She expressed concern over reports
of farmers burning their crops in several
places.

24-Hour Free Power Must Be
Provided Until November
Kavitha demanded that farmers be provid-
ed 24-hour free electricity until the end of
November so that crops cultivated during
the monsoon season using wells and bore-
wells could be harvested.

She issued an ultimatum to the gov-
ernment, saying that whether it borrowed
or purchased electricity, it must provide

farmers with 24-hour free power until No-
vember.

She said states such as Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh had
already declared drought-affected man-
dals, whereas the Telangana government
had not even taken that step. Declaring
drought-affected mandals would have en-
abled the state to receive at least some as-
sistance from the Centre, she said.

Kavitha alleged that the Revanth Red-
dy government had completely failed to
prepare in advance despite the warnings
about Super El Nino. She said this was not
the failure of any single department but, in
her view, a complete failure of the Revanth
Reddy government.

Special Cabinet Meeting
Should Be Held
Kavitha demanded that the government
immediately convene a special Cabinet
meeting to address the drought and farm-
ers’ problems. She urged the government
to announce an action plan at the meeting
to deal with the situation expected in the
coming months.

She also alleged that the Revanth Reddy
government had been extremely negligent
in protecting Krishna river waters.

TELANGANA

Revanth Reddy Is Gift-Wrapping Our
Water and Sendmg it to Chandrabhabu

She said that if the government had re-
habilitated the people of villages affected
by the Narlapur Reservoir, part of the Pal-
amuru-Rangareddy project, and filled the
reservoir, groundwater levels in nearby ar-
eas would have increased. She added that
the water could also have been used for at
least the full ayacut under the Kalwakur-
thy Lift Irrigation Project.

Kavitha alleged that Revanth Reddy,
despite calling himself a son of Mahabub-
nagar, was “gift-wrapping our Krishna wa-
ter and sending it to Kuppam for his men-
tor Chandrababu.” She questioned how
Krishna water could be sent to Kuppam,
hundreds of kilometres away, while neigh-
bouring Mahabubnagar was not receiving
adequate Krishna water. She described
this as a failure of the Revanth Reddy gov-
ernment.

If Singareni Dues Had Been
Paid, There Would Have Been
No Power Problem

Kavitha alleged that the government had
pending bills of 360,000 crore owed to
Singareni and said that the current dif-
ficulties in power generation could have
been avoided had those dues been paid.

She recalled that her party had previ-
ously raised questions regarding the gov-
ernment’s outstanding payments to Sing-
areni. She said that if the government had
considered many of the issues previously
raised by them, farmers would not have
faced the difficulties they are experiencing
today.

Kavitha warned that the problem would
not end with the current situation and that
Hyderabad could face a drinking-water
crisis in the future. She expressed concern
that water levels in reservoirs could fall to
dead-storage levels.

She criticized the government for giving
the impression that it was now bringing
water from Karnataka instead of taking
preventive measures in advance. She said

04

temperatures were likely to rise further in
the coming days and called for an action
plan to ensure that people do not face dif-
ficulties.

Prime Minister Modi

Should Come to the Rescue
Kavitha urged Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to support drought-hit Telangana
by providing free electricity. She said
Telangana and other southern states
were facing severe drought conditions
and asserted that people would not for-
give Modi if assistance was not provided
during this period.

She said several states in the country
had surplus power generation and urged
that the surplus electricity be provided free
of cost to the southern states.

She alleged that the Centre had not
provided Telangana with even a single ad-
ditional rupee since the formation of the
state and appealed for the Centre to sup-
port Telangana now that it was facing se-
vere drought conditions.

We Will Visit Drought-Affected Areas
Kavitha said her party’s Assembly constit-
uency in-charges and other senior leaders
would visit drought-affected areas across
the state. She said they would assess farm-
ers’ problems and the drought situation
and make recommendations to the govern-
ment for resolving them.

She also said that her party leaders were
already studying the situation in govern-
ment hospitals across the state under the
initiative called “Operation Blue Code.”

She claimed that following the incident
at RIMS and the protest launched by her
party, the government released 11 crore
on the same day. She also said her party
was the one that brought to light the inci-
dent in which the ceiling of the government
hospital in Bhupalpally collapsed.

Kavitha alleged that police were threat-
ening the party worker who had sent

the video of the incident. She said action
should be taken against those causing
problems to the public rather than against
people who fight for public issues.

She said there was an opportunity to
resolve the GO 317 issue without spend-
ing any money. However, she criticized the
Revanth Reddy government for failing to
resolve even such a relatively small issue
despite three years having passed.

She described the dragging away and
lathi-charge of women teachers who had
gone to Gandhi Bhavan on Gandhi Jayanti
to stage a peaceful protest in the Gandhian
tradition as a “heinous act.”

She also reminded the government that
police personnel were among those affect-
ed by GO 317.

EVMs Must Go; Paper

Ballot System Should Return
Kavitha demanded that the country’s
electoral process be conducted once again
through the ballot paper system.

She alleged that there was a possibility
of manipulation of EVMs. She said that
even developed countries such as the Unit-
ed States and Britain conduct elections us-
ing ballot-based systems.

She said transparency would be ensured
only if elections in the country were once
again conducted through paper ballots and
added that her party was prepared to fight
for the issue all the way to Delhi.

Kavitha said that the resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner over alleged
errors in the electoral process would not
solve the problem. Instead of a temporary
solution, she called for a permanent solu-
tion that would bring about a systemic
change.

She said her party would contest any
elections held in the state, including the
Khairatabad by-election. She added that
elections would provide a good opportuni-
ty for the new party to present its agenda
to the people.

BJP asks Owaisi to take legal route if he has proof against ECI

HYDERABAD, OCT.4:

The Telangana BJP on Sunday asked
AIMIM president and Hyderabad MP
Asaduddin Owaisi to stop resorting to
political rhetoric against the Election
Commission of India (ECI) and take
the legal route if he genuinely possesses
evidence of irregularities in the elector-
al process.

Reacting strongly to Owaisi’s allega-
tions that BJP and Sangh Parivar work-
ers were allegedly filing Form 7 appli-
cations to get genuine voters’ names
deleted, BJP State Chief Spokesperson
and Media In-charge N. V. Subash
said a person with a legal background
should know that serious allegations
against a Constitutional authority can-
not be established through public state-
ments alone. “If Owaisi has concrete
evidence of electoral malpractice, what
is stopping him from approaching the
appropriate judicial forum? Why make
allegations in public and stop there?
Let him place the evidence before the
competent authorities and seek appro-

Sabar Dairy Plant to Give Major Boost to

\ .
Owaisi had alleged that printed
Form 7 applications were being sub-
mitted with the names of persons
sought to be deleted, while allegedly
leaving out the details of those filing
the applications. He had urged the ECI,
the Telangana Chief Electoral Officer
and District Electoral Officers to take
note of the issue. Subash said there
was nothing wrong with seeking scru-
tiny of the functioning of a Constitu-

repeatedly casting aspersions on the
integrity of the electoral process with-
out producing evidence is a different
matter altogether. “Whenever political
fortunes turn against them, the same
old vocabulary returns—‘vote chori’,
‘Form 7 misuse’, ‘Samvidhan khatre
mein’ and so on. Elections cannot be
reduced to a process where everything
is acceptable when one wins, but the
entire system becomes suspect when
one loses,” he said. He pointed out that
the ECI has been conducting elections
involving hundreds of millions of vot-
ers and continuously updating electoral
rolls as new voters become eligible. “If
there are genuine discrepancies, identi-
fy them, document them and challenge
them through the prescribed mecha-
nism. Political allegations cannot sub-
stitute for evidence or due process,”
Subash said.

He further noted that various chal-
lenges concerning the electoral pro-
cess, including issues relating to Elec-
tronic Voting Machines and the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR), have already

fresh and specific evidence, he is per-
fectly entitled to place it before the
appropriate forum. But merely repeat-
ing allegations in press statements
does not make them facts,” he said.
The BJP spokesperson said the party
would continue to support the identi-
fication and removal of ineligible and
bogus entries from electoral rolls in
accordance with law. “Every genuine
voter must have the right to vote, but
an electoral roll must also be protect-
ed from ineligible entries. That is not
an attack on democracy; it is essential
for protecting the credibility of democ-
racy,” Subash asserted. He added that
allegations concerning electoral rolls in
Hyderabad, including those raised in
the context of the AIMIM’s traditional
stronghold, should also be subjected to
the same scrutiny and legal process. “If
Owaisi has evidence, let him produce it.
If he has a grievance, let him pursue the
remedy provided by law. “But political
rhetoric cannot become a substitute
for proof, and allegations cannot be al-
lowed to become electoral facts merely

priate legal action,” Subash said.

tional institution in a democracy, but

reached the judiciary.

“If Owaisi has

by repetition,” Subash said.

New Appomtments in Lambadl Vidyarthi Sena

SURYAPET

State President of the Lambadi Vidy-
arthi Sena, Dharavath Balu Naik,
issued appointment orders nam-
ing Dharavath Suman Naik as the
Suryapet District Coordinator and
Banothu Ramesh Naik as the Chiv-
vemla Mandal President.

On Sunday, district leaders hand-
ed over the appointment letters to the
newly appointed office-bearers and
felicitated them with shawls while
conveying their best wishes.

Speaking on the occasion, Suman
Naik and Ramesh Naik demanded
that the government focus on pro-
viding welfare benefits, reservations,
educational opportunities, and em-
ployment opportunities to the Lam-

badi community. They also urged the
government to fulfill the promises
made to the Lambadis during the
elections.

They called upon all Lambadis
to remain united and fight for their
rights, stating that the Lambadi
Vidyarthi Sena would intensify its
movements on issues concerning the
community. They said they would
strengthen the organization across

Suryapet district and Chivvemla
mandal and would question every
injustice faced by students and mem-
bers of the Lambadi community.

They appealed to everyone to fight
unitedly to prevent attacks and in-
justices against Lambadis. They ob-
served that the Lambadi community
is still backward in several fields and
called for collective efforts to achieve
progress in education, employment,
political representation, and welfare.

District Working President Dhar-
avath Shiva Naik, District Presi-
dent Banothu Harish Naik, District
Vice-President Lakavath Veeranna
Naik, State Secretary Dharavath
Ravi Naik, Ravinder, Laxman, Naga-
raju, Nagu Naik, and others partici-
pated in the programme.

KTR Invited as Distinguished Guest of
Honour at TALHealthFest 2026 in California

HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
Working President and Telangana
MLA Sri K. T. Rama Rao (KTR) has
been invited to attend TALHealth-
Fest 2026 as the Distinguished
Guest of Honour at the University
of California, San Diego (UC San Di-
ego), California, USA, on October 30,
2026. The invitation was extended
by Sai Gundavelli, CEO of Touch-A-
Life Foundation (TAL), which is or-
ganising the international healthcare
summit.

TALHealthFest 2026 is envi-
sioned as a global platform bringing

together leaders, healthcare profes-
sionals, innovators and organisa-
tions working to shape the future of
healthcare. The event is expected
to bring together physicians and
healthcare professionals, hospitals
and health systems, pharmaceutical
and medical technology companies,
researchers and academics, tech-
nology innovators, patient advocacy
organisations, government repre-
sentatives, medical tourism leaders,
and organisations serving aging and
retirement communities.

The central theme of TALHealth-
Fest 2026 is “Reimagining Health-
care through Innovation, Technolo-

gy, Collaboration and Global Access.”
The summit will focus on emerging
developments in Artificial Intelli-
gence and personalised medicine,
digital healthcare and emerging
technologies, integrated and preven-
tive care, global healthcare access
and medical tourism, and the future
of healthcare delivery and innova-
tion. In the invitation, Sai Gundavelli
highlighted KTR’s contributions to
Telangana, particularly in the areas
of technology, innovation, entrepre-
neurship and global engagement,
and said his participation would
bring a valuable perspective to the

international forum.

Kohens Life Sciences
Services Are Commendable

— DSP Prasanna Kumar
SURYAPET

A free medical camp was inaugurated at the
Bharosa Centre in Suryapet district head-
quarters on Sunday by DSP Prasanna Kumar,
along with District Medical Officer Dr. Pen-
dem Venkata Ramana, under the auspices of
Kohens Life Sciences.

Speaking on the occasion, DSP Prasanna
Kumar said that the medical camp was be-
ing organized with the objective of providing
quality healthcare services to poor and un-
derprivileged people. He said that such free
medical camps are highly beneficial to people
who cannot afford to visit private hospitals.

He appreciated the services being rendered
by Kohens Life Sciences in providing free
medical treatment to economically disadvan-
taged people. He said that the camp was con-
ducting BP, blood sugar, and cardiac-related
tests, along with special medical examina-
tions for women and other tests required for
various health problems.

Free medicines were also being provid-
ed based on the doctors’ advice. Municipal
Councillor Vijaya Naik, former Councillor
Linga Naik, Srihaan Hospital Dr. Giridhar
Reddy, Vijitha Reddy, Ortho specialist Ven-
katesh, Kohens Life Sciences unit staff, and
others participated in the programme.

Telangana Dairy Farmers: Sridhar Babu

HYDERABAD

The I400-crore Sabar Dairy
(Amul) Mega Integrated Dairy
Plant being established at the
Urja Industrial Park in Too-
pran, Medak district, will pro-
cess 5 lakh litres of milk per day
in its initial phase and benefit
nearly 10,000 dairy farmers, IT
& Industries Minister Duddilla
Sridhar Babu said.

The Minister said it was a
matter of pride to participate in
the groundbreaking ceremony
of the Mega Integrated Dairy
Plant, describing the project
as a significant milestone for
Telangana’s dairy processing
sector.

The project is expected to
create around 350 direct em-
ployment opportunities, while
strengthening milk procure-
ment and the wider dairy value
chain, thereby benefiting thou-
sands of dairy farmers across
the state.

Sabar Dairy began its milk
operations in Telangana in 2015
and currently procures more
than one lakh litres of milk ev-
ery day from dairy farmers in
the state. The new integrated
facility will manufacture a wide
range of products, including
milk, curd, paneer, ice cream,

LS

lassi, ghee, buttermilk and bak-
ery products.

Mr. Sridhar Babu said the
plant would help add great-
er value to the milk produced
by farmers and provide them
with better and more organised
market opportunities.

“Telangana has a large base
of dairy farmers and families
dependent on milk production.
This project will strengthen
the linkages between farmers,
organised milk procurement,
modern processing systems
and consumers,” he said.

The Minister said the invest-
ment was also a reflection of the
growing confidence of inves-
tors in Telangana under the ‘In-
vest Telangana’ and ‘Telangana
Rising—2047’ vision.

He emphasised that the co-
operative dairy model ensures

that a significant share of the
amount paid by consumers
reaches milk producers. In the
farmer-centric Amul model,
around 80 per cent of every ru-
pee spent by the consumer can
reach milk producers, he said.

“This model has the poten-
tial to improve farmers’ in-
comes while strengthening the
entire dairy ecosystem,” Mr.
Sridhar Babu said.

He said the availability of
high-quality dairy products,
particularly paneer, from a
trusted cooperative institution
would be beneficial to consum-
ers. At a time when concerns
are being raised over non-dairy
or adulterated alternatives to
paneer, access to genuine and
quality dairy products can fur-
ther strengthen consumer con-
fidence, he added.

TG REDCO’s Three-Day Solar Rooftop
Awareness Drlve Concludes in Kukatpally

m Senior energy offi-
cials and local rep-
resentatives guide
residents on clean
energy transition,
practical installa-
tion, and long-term
cost henefits.

MEDCHAL-MALKAIJGIRI

The three-day Seva Sethu so-
lar rooftop awareness camp,
organized by TG REDCO (Tel-
angana State Renewable Ener-
gy Development Corporation)
at the Kukatpally Electricity
Division office, successfully
concluded on October 4, 2026.
Held daily from 10:00 AM to
5:00 PM starting October 2,
the initiative created a dedi-
cated platform to educate local
consumers on the multi-fold
benefits of transitioning to
clean rooftop solar power. The
event witnessed strong public
interest as a large number of lo-
cal residents attended to learn
about sustainable energy alter-

natives. Throughout the three
days, visitors received practical
insights into how rooftop solar
systems reduce monthly house-
hold electricity bills, lessen reli-
ance on the conventional power
grid, and harness clean energy
directly from nature for long-
term savings.

The camp was marked by the
active presence and leadership
of key regional energy officials.
Prominent attendees included
Medchal Zone Chief Engineer
Ramesh, Kukatpally Division-
al Engineer J. L. Janapriya,
Jeedimetla Divisional En-
gineer Srinivas, Kukatpally
ADE B. Prasad, Miyapur ADE
Harikrishna, ICSC Kukatpally

ADE Chaitanya, Jeedimetla
ADE Prem Kumar, and Shapur
Nagar ADE Veeresham.
Speaking at the venue,
Chief Engineer Ramesh and
Divisional Engineer J. L.
Janapriya highlighted the
critical importance of shift-
ing toward sustainable energy
resources. They walked con-
sumers through the practical
aspects of adopting solar pow-
er, detailing the installation
procedures and explaining
how adopting solar ener-
gy contributes to long-term
environmental  sustainabil-
ity while empowering house-
holds to manage their energy
consumption efficiently.
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Masks May
Be Needed
in 25 Years If
Environment
Ignored: Oka

THANE: (Oct 4) Former
Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice Abhay Oka on Sunday
said people in major cities
may be forced to wear face
masks within the next 20
to 25 years unless urgent
measures are taken to
conserve and protect the
environment. Speaking as
the chief guest at an event
in Thane, Justice Oka
(retd) said protecting the
environment will be the
single largest challenge
facing future generations.
"A  widespread miscon-
ception has taken hold
among both rulers and
citizens that humans own
the Earth. This mindset
has triggered a destruc-
tive race involving ram-
pant tree felling, excessive
use of firecrackers, noise
and air pollution, and the
contamination of rivers,
lakes, and oceans under
various religious and so-
cial pretexts," he said.

UP: Cong hits out
at BJP govt over
crimes against
women, girls

LUCKNOW: (Oct 4) New-
ly-appointed Uttar Pradesh
Congress president Aradha-
na Mishra 'Mona' on Sunday
targeted the BJP government
over alleged crimes against
women in the state, also cit-
ing a series of recent cases
involving minors. Mishra,
who was named the new state
Congress chief two days ago,
alleged that Uttar Pradesh
has become increasingly un-
safe for women under BJP
rule and questioned the ad-
ministration's response to
crimes against minors. "Beti
Bachao was not merely a slo-
gan but a warning," she said
in a statement.

Odisha: Rape
accused injured
in police firing
held, sent to
14-day judicial
custody

BHUBANESWAR: (Oct
4) A man accused of raping
awoman at her home in Odi-
sha’s Bhubaneswar, who sus-
tained a bullet injury in an
encounter when he resisted a
police attempt to arrest him,
was apprehended on Sunday,
officials said. The accused
was sent to 14-day judicial
custody after being produced
before a local court, follow-
ing discharge from hospital,
they said. The man had al-
legedly raped a 26-year-old
woman at gunpoint while
wearing a mask at her rented
flat here on September 30,
police had said.
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Chief Minister along with Union Minister lay

foundation for 3 lakh houses across
@Y

TENALI

hief Minister N Chan-

drababu  Naidu along
with Union Minister for Ru-
ral Development Shivraj Sin-
gh Chouhan laid foundation
for the construction of 3 lakh
houses across the state un-
der Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana—Gramin  (PMAY-G)
2.0 at Burripalem in Tenali
constituency today. Later ad-
dressing the gathering, the
Chief Minister said hundred
percent housing programme
will be achieved by 2029. He
said the Centre had initially
sanctioned only 75,000 hous-
es to Andhra Pradesh under
the regular quota. However,
following a special request,
the Union Government had
sanctioned 3 lakh houses. He
said Union Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan had agreed
to sanction another 3 lakh
houses as soon as the current
batch was completed, and an
additional 3 lakh houses next
year, taking the total alloca-
tion to 9 lakh houses. Refer-
ring to Burripalem, the Chief
Minister said the village was
synonymous with legendary
actor Superstar Krishna and
that it had now also given rise
to a political hero in the form
of Union Minister Pemmasani
Chandrasekhar. He said the
coalition government, backed
by the people's mandate, was
committed to delivering good
governance by ensuring that

welfare and development
reached every section of socie-
ty. Under the Pattabhishekam
initiative, long-pending land
disputes had been resolved
and house sites distributed to
the poor. House sites worth
Rs 52,000 crore had been
provided in Visakhapatnam,
Vijayawada, Mangalagiri and
other parts of the State. The
Chief Minister said the coali-
tion government's agenda was
to support every community
and every region. Praising
Union Minister Shivraj Sin-
gh Chouhan, Chandrababu
Naidu described him as a
leader dedicated to the wel-
fare of the poor. He recalled
Chouhan's contribution to
Madhya Pradesh through
major river-linking projects.
He said Chouhan's close as-
sociation with the people had
earned him the affectionate

title of Mama among the peo-
ple of Madhya Pradesh. He
criticised the previous gov-
ernment for mismanaging the
housing programme between
2019 and 2024, alleging that
6 lakh houses meant for the
poor had been cancelled and
that corruption and irreg-
ularities had undermined
the initiative. He said house
sites had been allotted in un-
suitable locations, including
tanks and hillocks, rendering
them unfit for habitation. As
a result, nearly 4 lakh bene-
ficiaries had returned their
allotted house sites. The Chief
Minister said the present
government had renewed its
commitment to constructing
quality houses for the poor.
As part of this initiative, 3D
concrete printing technology
would be introduced on a pilot
basis at Burripalem. Houses

built using this technology
were expected to maintain
indoor temperatures at least
8 degrees Celsius lower than
the outside temperature, pro-
viding greater comfort to resi-
dents.He said after successfull
completion of 3D technolo-
gy houses, construction of
5000 houses will be taken
up with the same technology
to make Andhra Pradesh a
role model in 3D technolo-
gy housing programme. Ad-
dressing the meeting Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han praised Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu's lead-
ership, stating that Andhra
Pradesh was emerging as one
of the leading States in the
country. He assured that the
Centre would sanction anoth-
er 3 lakh houses even before
the ongoing construction of 3
lakh houses was completed.

the state

He also promised an addition-
al 3 lakh houses for Andhra
Pradesh, taking the total com-
mitment to 9 lakh houses.

The Union Minister said the
Government of India, under
the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, would
extend full support to Andhra
Pradesh's development. He
described the State's trans-
formation under the visionary
leadership of Chandrababu
Naidu as a journey towards
a Shining Andhra, Advanced
Andhra and  Achieving
Andhra. Highlighting the
support extended to farmers,
Chouhan said the Centre was
providing Rs 6,000 annually
to each eligible farmer un-
der the PM-KISAN scheme,
while the Andhra Pradesh
government was adding an-
other Rs 14,000 under An-
nadata Sukhibhava, taking
the total annual assistance
to Rs 20,000. The Union
Minister said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu
were jointly steering Andhra
Pradesh towards 360-degree
development. He criticised
the Congress for bifurcating
the State without providing
a capital and leaving Andhra
Pradesh in a difficult situ-
ation. He said the NDA-led
Central and State govern-
ments were now working to-
gether to put Andhra Pradesh
firmly on the path of progress
and prosperity.

Vijay Holds Dharapuram Roadshow,

Targets DMK Over Women Remarks

Dharapuram , TVK pres-
ident and Chief Minister
C Joseph Vijay embarked
on a roadshow in the
Dharapuram assembly
constituency on Sunday
in support of his party
candidate P Sathyabama
ahead of the October 6
bypolls, and slammed the
DMK for making remarks
against women.

he TVK founder said that

attacking women has
crossed the line and that he
won't remain silent.

Vijay landed in Coimbatore
by a special flight and flew
to Dharapuram by helicop-
ter. The reserved Assembly
segment comes under the
knitwear hub, the Tiruppur
district. He was received by
his senior cabinet ministers,
including TVK general secre-
tary and Minister for Rural
Development and Water Re-
sources N Anand, Minister for
Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement K A Sengottaiyan at
Dharapuram. At Dharapu-
ram, Vijay started the road-
show on his preferred custom-
ised caravan around 1 pm and
was expected to cover a 40-

km stretch before campaign
ends for the October 6 bypolls
at 6 pm on Sunday. During the
course of the roadshow, the
TN CM also interacted with
the voters. He took a bullock
cart ride for a short distance.
He also received several gifts,
flowers, garlands and party
towels during the road show.
On the way, he offered
prayers at Moolanur Vanjiam-
man shrine, where he was ac-

corded traditional temple hon-
ours. In one of the locations,
he walked for a short distance,
waving at and greeting people
and TVK supporters who had
lined up on either side of the
road, and canvassed votes.
At many places, people show-
ered flower petals on him. The
planned campaign route is ex-
pected to cover more than 20
public-contact points over 40
km in the Dharapuram area.

The campaign procession
will pass through key stretch-
es, including the Periyar stat-
ue junction, five roads junc-
tion, and Meenakshipuram,
Kulathupalayam,  Karaiyur
and so on.

This was Vijay's second
campaign visit to the constitu-
ency, following his September
30 rally. In his address dur-
ing the roadshow, CM Vijay
lashed out against escalating
personal attacks and "crude
rhetoric in the state's political
discourse" and issued a "stern
warning" to opposition par-
ties against targeting women.

Pointing to recent political
speeches targeting women
leaders, he said, "I told you
earlier if you vote for the DMK
and certain others, it amounts
to endorsing those who speak
obscenely about women and
humiliate them in public
spaces. I didn't say that just to
score political points. Look at
what happened the day before
yesterday". He was referring to
certain alleged controversial
remarks by DMK president M
K Stalin against TVK's Dhara-
puram bypoll candidate P
Satyabama. Vijay and his par-
ty leaders have described Sta-

Srinivasa Vratham held at

Dokiparru temple with devotional fervour

DOKIPARRU
(GUDLAVALLERU),
OCTOBER 4:

he Srinivasa Vratham was

conducted with devotional
fervour at the Sri Bhu Same-
tha Sri Venkateswara Swamy
temple at Dokiparru Mahak-
shetram on Sunday. Around
500 couples, besides hundreds
of individual devotees, partic-
ipated in the sacred ritual and
offered special prayers seeking
the blessings of Lord Srinivasa.
The temple premises witnessed
a large gathering of devotees,
with the chanting of Govin-
da Nama creating a deeply
spiritual atmosphere.The pro-
gramme was conducted under
the supervision of the temple’s
founder trustees, PV. Krishna
Reddy and Sudha Reddy, and
under the guidance of temple
administrators Kommarreddy
Bapireddy and Vijaya Bhas-
karamma. Arrangements were
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rituals were conducted in an
orderly manner.
Rituals performed as per
tradition

The Srinivasa Vratham be-
gan with devotees taking the
sacred vow, followed by Gan-
apati Puja, Punyahavachan-
am and Kalasha Sthapana,
performed by Vedic scholars
in accordance with tradition-
al rituals. Special worship
was offered to Lord Sri Ven-
kateswara and Goddess Bhu-

made for the devotees and the

devi. The rituals also includ-
ed the recitation of the Lord’s
Ashtottara ~ Shatanamavali,
Mantrapushpam and the of-
fering of sacred prayers and
Harathi. The participating
couples and devotees took
part in the rituals with devo-
tion. The chanting of Vedic
hymns and the recitation of
the Lord’s name reverberated
through the temple premises.
Following the rituals, special
Naivedyam was offered to the
deity and Maha Harathi was

performed. The devotees were

subsequently given Theertha
Prasadam.
Special prayers offered

Pamireddy Prasanna par-
ticipated in the special wor-
ship and offered prayers to
Lord Venkateswara. Prayers
were offered seeking the Lord’s
blessings for the well-being
and happiness of the people
and for peace and harmony in
society.

Devotees blessed by

Vedic scholars

The Vedic scholars offered
special blessings to all those
who participated in the Srin-
ivasa Vratham. The devotees
later had darshan of the deity
and received Theertha Prasa-
dam. The temple premises re-
mained crowded throughout
the programme, with devotees
participating in the rituals
and chanting the name of Lord
Govinda. The temple adminis-
tration and staff made special
arrangements for the smooth
conduct of the Vratham.

lin's criticism as amounting to
"body-shaming" the woman
candidate. "What kind of vile
speech did he make against
our sister, Sathyabama. It was
so vulgar that one cannot even
bear to listen to it. And is he
the only one speaking like
this. Every single person he
has nurtured and brought up
is delivering the exact same
cheap rhetoric." "Speak what-
ever you want about me. I will
take it. But if you dare speak
against our sister, or against
the mothers, sisters, and
daughters of our households, I
will not stay quiet. This marks
areturn to the era of MGR," he
said referring to late CM and
ATADMK founder M G Ram-
achandran.Polling in Dhara-
puram and Madurantakam
constituencies will be held on
October 6, with the counting
of polled votes scheduled for
October 9.bThe then AIAD-
MK MLAs from Maduran-
takam and Dharapuram K
Maragatham Kumaravel and
Satyabama, had resigned as
legislators and joined TVK.
Their resignation necessitat-
ed the bypolls and Vijay has
nominated both from the re-
spective seats.

GUNTUR: A poets’ gather-
ing on the theme “Letters”
and a felicitation ceremo-
ny to honour noted literary
personality Dr. Bhusurapal-
li Venkateswarlu, recipi-
ent of the Andhra Pradesh
Government’s prestigious
Boi Bheemanna Award, will
be held in Guntur on Octo-
ber 10.

The programme is being
jointly organised by the
Guntur District Branch of
the Navyandhra Writers’
Association and the Rama-
raju Foundation. The event
will begin at 10 a.m. at the
S.H.O. Meeting Hall in
Brodipet, Guntur.

Dr. Ramaraju Srinivasa
Rao, founder of the Rama-
raju Foundation, will pre-
side over the programme.
Gullapalli Subbarao, Chair-
man of the Gullapalli Char-

Rapid Development Is Possible Only
Through Coordination Between the
Central and State Governments

Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
Minister Receives Grand Welcome in
Ektanagar in Traditional Gujarati Style

EKTANAGAR, (GUJARAT)

Speaking to the local
media after arriving
in Gujarat to attend Chin-
tan Shivir 2026, Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
said that Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari is taking spe-
cial interest in the devel-
opment of roads across the
country. He said the con-
struction of national high-
ways is progressing rapidly
with a long-term vision,
keeping future require-
ments in mind.

The Minister said that
Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM) projects have also
become crucial to the de-
velopment of roads across
the country. He stated that
under Gadkari’s leader-
ship, several new initiatives
such as Parvatmala and
ropeways are being taken
forward in the road and in-
frastructure sector, further
strengthening the country’s
infrastructure.

Responding to
questions from media
representatives, the
Minister said:

Minister ~ Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy praised Un-
ion Minister Nitin Gadkari
for supporting the devel-
opment of states without
political considerations.
He said that regardless of
whether a state is governed

by the Congress, BJP, or
a regional party, Gadkari
treats all states equally and
gives priority to develop-
ment works. The Minister
said that Gadkari has also
positively considered and
approved several road pro-
jects requested by the Tel-
angana government. This,
he said, is one of the reasons
why road development is
progressing rapidly across
the country. The Minister
stated that coordination be-
tween the Central and State
Governments is extremely
important for successfully
completing major infra-
structure projects in the
country, and that this is one
of the primary objectives
of Chintan Shivir. He said
the meeting would provide
an opportunity to bring the
needs of the states to the at-
tention of the Centre and, at
the same time, help states
effectively implement the
new policies and schemes
being introduced by the
Central Government. Min-
ister Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy made it clear that the
People’s Government’s ob-
jective is to develop Telan-
gana’s road infrastructure
in line with the state’s fu-
ture needs. He said the gov-
ernment would coordinate
with the Centre and work to
secure all the key projects
required for the state.

CM Chandrababu Naidu and Deputy
CM Pawan Kalyan to launch Jal Jeevan
Mission 2.0 works in Proddatur

Amaravati : Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu
Naidu and Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan
will jointly launch Jal
Jeevan Mission 2.0 works
in Proddatur with an in-
vestment of Rs 30,156
crore on Monday ensur-
ing safe drinking water at
the doorstep of every ru-
ral household across the
state.

Since the coalition gov-
ernment assumed office,
tap water connections
have been provided to
7.44 lakh families in
4,933 habitations across
the State. Under the ‘Am-
arajeevi Jaladhara’ pro-
gramme, the government
aims to extend drinking
water facilities to another
27 lakh families.

When the Central Govern-
ment introduced the Jal
Jeevan Mission in 2019,

several States secured
substantial funds for its
implementation. Uttar

Pradesh received X1 lakh
crore, Rajasthan ¥85,000
crore, Madhya Pradesh
¥83,000 crore, Karnataka
363,000 crore and Assam
34,000 crore under the
scheme. In contrast, the
previous government sub-
mitted proposals worth

itable Trust; Dr. Thumuluri
Rajendra Prasad, Found-
er-President of Dr. Pattab-
hi Kala Peetham; noted
literary figure Modugula
Ravikrishna; and Kalim-
isri, General Secretary of
the Navyandhra Writers’
Association, will attend as
guests.

As part of World Post Day
celebrations, a special po-
ets’ gathering will be organ-
ised on the theme “Letters”.
The session will be conduct-
ed under the supervision
of Bandikallu Jamadagni.
Poets participating in the
programme will have an
opportunity to recite their
original poems before the
audience and guests.

A special feature of the
gathering will be the selec-
tion of the best poem on the
spot. The invited guests will

only 26,000 crore and
spent just 2,600 crore
over five years. Moreo-
ver, the works undertaken
during that period relied
largely on borewells for
temporary water supply
rather than establishing
sustainable systems to en-
sure a permanent supply
from reservoirs and other
reliable water sources.
The coalition government
has now prioritised the
provision of a continuous
and safe drinking water
supply to the people. After
assuming office in 2024,
Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu and Dep-
uty Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan renewed discus-
sions with the Central
Government and worked
towards extending the
scheme's implementation
period until 2028. The
‘Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0
— Amarajeevi Jaladhara’
works will be launched on
Monday from M.M. Palle
in Proddatur constitu-
ency, with a total project
outlay of 30,156 crore.
As per schedule the Chief
Minister and Deputy
Chief Minister will lay
foundation at MM Palle
at 10.35 a.m and later ad-
dress public meeting.

Poets’ Gathering on the Theme “Letters”
to Be Held in Guntur on October 10

Best Poet to Receive 500 Cash Prize and Certificate of Appreciation
Free One-Year Subscription to Navamalle Teega Monthly Magazine
Felicitations for Dr. Bhusurapalli Venkateswarlu, Recipient of the Andhra
Pradesh Government’s Boi Bheemanna Award and Eminent Literary Figure

evaluate the poems present-
ed by the participating po-
ets and select the winning
entry.

The poet whose poem is
adjudged the best will be
honoured with a cash prize
of 500 and a certificate of
appreciation. In addition,
the winner will receive a
free one-year subscription
to the *Navamalle Teega*
monthly magazine.

The entire programme
will be coordinated under
the supervision of Syed
Jaanibasha, Secretary of
the Guntur District Branch
of the Navyandhra Writers’
Association.

Poets interested in par-
ticipating in the gathering
have been invited to contact
Bandikallu Jamadagni at
984864742 for further de-
tails and participation.
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EDITORIAL 6

The Voter Cannot Be Erased: Justice Ujjal
Bhuyan's Warning Raises Serious Ques-
tions Over Mass Deletions Under SIR

O

e right to vote is the most visible expression of citizenship in a democ-
racy. It is therefore deeply troubling when the process of electoral-roll
revision, intended to cleanse voter lists of errors and duplication, risks
becoming a mechanism that excludes genuine voters. Justice Ujjal Bhuy-

an’s recent remarks on mass disenfranchisement during the debate over the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls deserve serious attention—not merely as a
judicial observation, but as a warning about the health of Indian democracy. There is
nothing inherently wrong with revising electoral rolls. Dead voters, duplicate entries
and people who have permanently shifted residence should not remain on the rolls.
A clean and accurate electoral register is essential for credible elections. The problem
begins when the cure becomes more dangerous than the disease. If millions of gen-
uine citizens are removed from the rolls without adequate notice, verification and an
effective opportunity to appeal, electoral cleansing can turn into electoral exclusion.
This is precisely why Justice Bhuyan’s intervention is significant. He has questioned
the justification for any process that could deprive millions of citizens of their voting
rights, describing such mass disenfranchisement as intrinsically arbitrary. His com-
ments underline a fundamental democratic principle: administrative efficiency can-
not come at the cost of constitutional rights. The controversy surrounding SIR has
demonstrated how vulnerable ordinary citizens can be when electoral verification
becomes heavily dependent on documentation. The burden of proving one’s eligibili-
ty may appear reasonable on paper, but its consequences can be very different on the
ground. A migrant worker, an elderly person, a poor household or someone living in
a remote area may not possess the documents required to establish their eligibility
easily. For such citizens, exclusion from the electoral roll is not merely a bureaucratic
inconvenience. It can effectively silence their political voice.

The Election Commission has an important responsibility to maintain accurate
electoral rolls. But accuracy cannot be measured simply by the number of names
deleted. The real measure of a successful revision must be whether every eligible
citizen continues to have a meaningful opportunity to vote. There is also a larger
constitutional question here. The right to vote may not be classified as a fundamental
right in the same manner as freedom of speech or equality before law, but universal
adult suffrage is central to India’s constitutional democracy. Article 326 establishes
elections on the basis of adult suffrage. The electoral roll is therefore not merely an
administrative database. It is the gateway through which citizens exercise demo-
cratic power. That is why the principle of natural justice becomes crucial. Before
removing an existing voter, authorities must provide adequate notice, a genuine
opportunity to respond and an accessible mechanism for correction or appeal. A
citizen should not discover on polling day that their name has disappeared from the
electoral roll. Political parties, too, have a responsibility. The SIR debate should not
be reduced to allegations and counter-allegations between the ruling establishment
and the Opposition. The integrity of electoral rolls is too important to become an-
other battlefield of partisan politics. The government and the Election Commission
must provide transparency, while political parties must scrutinise the process with-
out turning every administrative correction into a political conspiracy.

At the same time, criticism of mass deletions should not be interpreted as opposi-
tion to electoral-roll revision itself. India needs accurate voter lists. But the objective
should be maximum accuracy with minimum exclusion. Justice Bhuyan’s remarks
therefore raise a question much larger than SIR: Can a democracy call itself inclu-
sive if legitimate voters can disappear from its electoral rolls without a meaningful
chance to be heard? The answer must be an emphatic no. An electoral roll is ulti-
mately a record of citizens who are entitled to participate in determining who gov-
erns them. Deleting a name may take only a few seconds administratively. Restoring
a citizen’s faith in democracy can take far longer. The Election Commission must
therefore ensure that every deletion is verifiable, transparent and subject to due pro-
cess. Political parties must demand accountability without compromising the need
for clean rolls. And citizens must be given simple, accessible avenues to challenge
wrongful exclusion. Because an election is not truly free merely because millions are
allowed to vote. It is free only when every eligible citizen who has the right to vote is
given a fair opportunity to exercise it. |

| |
Straight Talk

Who Was the First Guru?

JMRDUNGA

M.sc( Maths ),
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Faculty in Maths

n Internation-

al  Teachers’

— Day, as socie-
ties pause to

honour those who teach, an
older question is worth ask-
ing: Who was the first guru?
Who taught the first lesson,

“ A teacher does
not merely tell the

next gener ation and who taught that teach-
o er? If every teacher had a
What human,ty teacher, where did the chain

begin? The question may
not have a historical answer.
Its value lies elsewhere — in
asking what made teaching

knows. A teacher
helps it discover

h o possible in the first place.

W at remains tO Human beings began
“« learning long before they

be known' built schools or wrote

books. Hunger taught them
- 10 seek food; fire revealed
both warmth and danger;
changing seasons offered clues about time and
survival; failure imposed its own lessons. Ex-
perience was the earliest classroom. But expe-
rience became education only when someone
reflected on it and deliberately helped another
person understand it. That transition — from
experiencing something to making sense of it
and sharing that understanding — was one of
the quiet beginnings of civilisation.

The first teacher, therefore, need not have
been a celebrated figure. The deeper origin of
teaching lies in the human impulse to know
and to share what is known. Curiosity pro-
duced the question; experience supplied ev-
idence; reflection produced understanding;
and the desire to pass that understanding on
created the teacher. In that sense, the guru is
not merely a holder of knowledge but a medi-

ator between experience and understanding.

This distinction matters because teaching
has never been synonymous with the trans-
fer of information. Information can be mem-
orised without being understood. A student
may reproduce an answer without grasping
its reasoning or relevance. Education begins
to acquire meaning when knowledge chang-
es the learner’s capacity to observe, question
and judge. This is close to the deeper idea of
the guru in the Indian philosophical tradition.
The guru is not simply an instructor but one
who helps the seeker move from ignorance to-
wards clarity. The objective is not to make the
student permanently dependent on the teach-
er. It is almost the opposite. A teacher can in-
dicate a path, but the learner must eventually
walk it independently.

That is the paradox at the heart of good
teaching: the best teacher gradually makes the
teacher less necessary. A teacher can offer an
answer, but cannot understand it on behalf
of the student. A teacher can demonstrate a
method, but cannot perform the intellectu-
al journey for another person. The enduring
achievement of teaching is therefore not obe-
dience but intellectual independence.

This principle has acquired a new urgency
in an age of information abundance. The In-
ternet has placed vast repositories of knowl-
edge within easy reach. Artificial intelligence
can explain concepts, generate answers and
assist with complex tasks. Yet the abundance
of answers has not made the ability to think
less important. It has made it more important.

The central educational challenge is in-
creasingly not whether students can find in-
formation, but whether they can judge it. What
is evidence and what is assertion? What is fact
and what is interpretation? Which source

deserves trust? When should an established
conclusion be questioned, and when should a
new claim be rejected? Such questions cannot
be solved merely by increasing the volume of
information available to a learner.

This is where the teacher’s role acquires re-
newed significance. Technology can retrieve
information with extraordinary speed. A
teacher can help a student develop the habits
of mind required to use that information re-
sponsibly. The task is not to compete with ma-
chines in supplying answers, but to cultivate
curiosity, reasoning, discernment and intel-
lectual humility.

The history of civilisation is, in many ways,
a history of this transmission and revision of
understanding. One generation discovers, an-
other learns, a later generation questions and
improves. Science advances because knowl-
edge is tested rather than merely inherited.
Languages survive because they are passed
on. Skills, artistic traditions and social val-
ues endure because they are taught. What one
generation knows becomes the starting point
from which another can move further.

But this process also places a responsibili-
ty on the learner. Education is not a one-way
transfer from teacher to student. A passive
learner can receive information without be-
coming educated. Curiosity, questioning and
the willingness to revise one’s own conclusions
are indispensable to learning. The teacher can
create the conditions for inquiry; the student
must have the courage to pursue it.

This is why Teachers’ Day should mean
more than a ceremonial acknowledgement of a
profession. It is an occasion to reflect on what
society expects from education. If schools
merely produce students who can reproduce
established answers, they preserve knowl-
edge but do not necessarily advance it. If they
cultivate people who can examine inherited
knowledge, identify its limitations and ask
better questions, education becomes a force
for renewal.

So, who was the first guru? Perhaps the an-
swer is not a person but a question. The first
question created the need to know. The search
for an answer created experience and reflec-
tion. The sharing of that understanding creat-
ed teaching. From there grew the long human
chain through which knowledge has travelled
across generations.

We may never know the name of the first
person who consciously taught another. But
every good teacher continues that ancient act
in a new form: taking what has been under-
stood, opening it to examination, and enabling
another mind to go beyond it.

A teacher does not merely tell the next gen-
eration what humanity knows. A teacher helps
it discover what remains to be known. That
may be the most enduring answer to the ques-
tion of the first guru — and the most fitting
thought with which to mark Teachers’ Day.

-rom the Voter List to Jantar Mantar:

A Trial by Fire for Democratic Trust

receive credible explanations for its deci-
sions. The heavy security arrangements
made to prevent people from gathering
at Jantar Mantar have also generated an-
other debate. Maintaining law and order is
the responsibility of the government, and
the limits of any protest are determined
by law. However, peaceful dissent is an
integral part of democracy. Therefore,
the need is to ensure that restrictions are
proportionate to the genuine security re-

e protests held in Delhi on
October 2 and 3 demanding
the resignation of Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar, the detention of a large number of
people, the heavy security arrangements,
and restrictions imposed at several roads
and metro stations in central Delhi have
further intensified the ongoing debate
over electoral institutions. The Delhi Po-
lice had not granted permission for the
proposed protest, and entry and exit at 11
metro stations were temporarily closed
for security reasons. Jantar Mantar is
the name of that public democratic space
where citizens or organisations from dif-
ferent parts of the country come to regis-
ter their dissent against those in power.
Therefore, to regard the voice raised there
merely as a crowd, a political protest, or
a law-and-order problem would be to di-
minish the democratic discourse.

A large number of voters have been af-
fected by the Special Intensive Revision,
or SIR, of electoral rolls, raising serious
questions about the transparency of the
electoral process. However, the Election
Commission says that the objective of SIR
is to purify and update electoral rolls and
that special campaigns have also been
launched to include eligible voters who
have been wrongly left out. The Commis-
sion has now announced a special cam-
paign in 20 states and Union Territories to
identify eligible voters and facilitate their
re-enrolment. This is precisely where po-
litical allegations and institutional facts
need to be examined in depth. When
widespread doubts arise over a fundamen-
tal mechanism of democracy such as the
electoral roll, the Election Commission
cannot simply move ahead by saying that
it is a constitutional institution and there-
fore must be trusted. The credibility of a
constitutional institution is strengthened
not merely by authority, but by transpar-
ency and accountability.

The most concrete and verifiable aspect
of the current controversy relates to Form-

6. Form-6 is the prescribed application for
inclusion of a name in the electoral roll.
The controversy arose when an additional
declaration related to SIR was added to the
online Form-6, reportedly prompting ob-
jections from both Election Commission-
ers within the Commission itself regard-
ing the procedure followed for the change.
According to media reports, Election
Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Vivek Joshi questioned the legal pro-
cedure for making this change, following
which the Commission removed this addi-
tional declaration from the online Form-6
on September 30 in states where SIR had
been completed. Here, the most important
question is not whether the declaration
was removed, but under whose authority
it was added, at what level it was approved,
on what order its technical implementa-
tion was carried out, and through what
process the decision to subsequently re-
move it was taken. Clear answers to these
questions should be made public.

There is a need to take this matter be-
yond political allegations and counter-al-
legations. If any additional declaration
was not legally necessary, and if its inclu-
sion caused difficulties for an eligible citi-
zen in the application process or prevented
aname from being included in the elector-
al roll, then it is essential to identify and
rectify such cases. The Election Commis-
sion has now spoken of a special campaign
to re-enrol eligible voters who were left
out, but the question remains: how many
and in what manner will the results of
this process be made public? An electoral
roll is not merely a government record; it
forms the basis of democratic representa-
tion. Therefore, more important than the
question of ‘how many names were delet-
ed’ is the question of how many eligible
voters were wrongly removed from the
electoral roll, how many were subsequent-
ly restored, how many objections were ac-
cepted, and how many had to struggle sep-
arately to have their right to vote restored.

YOGESH KUMAR
GOYAL

senior journalist

(The author is a senior journalist who has
been active in journalism for 36 years and
is the author of several books, including
‘Sagar Se Antariksh Tak: Bharat Ki
Raksha Kranti’)

These figures should be made public state-
wise, constituency-wise and reason-wise.
Only such transparency can clarify the
difference between allegations and reality.

It is not possible at this stage to say what
the political future of the demand for the
Chief Election Commissioner’s resigna-
tion will be. The Election Commission is
an independent constitutional institution,
and the constitutional procedure for re-
moving its head is separate. The larger
question here is not merely the resigna-
tion of Gyanesh Kumar, but trust in the
Election Commission. If a large section of
citizens begins to believe that their names
are not secure on the electoral roll, that
the electoral process is not fair, or that
the Election Commission is not providing
satisfactory answers to their questions, it
would be a far more serious situation for
democracy than the victory or defeat of
any political party. The real foundation
of an election is the trust that enables the
losing side to accept the result and the
winning side to remain assured of its le-
gitimacy. Therefore, there is only one way
forward for both the government and the
Election Commission: factual answers
to the questions being raised. Instead of
politically defending every criticism of
the Commission, the government should
ensure that questions raised against a
constitutional institution are subjected
to institutional examination and receive
public clarification. The Election Commis-
sion, too, should not dismiss criticism as a
political campaign against itself; instead,
it should place before the public docu-
mentary details of its decisions, software
changes, orders and procedures.

If the Commission is an independent
constitutional institution, then respon-
sibility for its administrative decisions
should also rest with the Commission it-
self. The government’s role is not to defend
every decision of the Commission, but
to ensure an institutional framework in
which the Commission can function with-
out political pressure and the public can

quirements and do not appear intended to
suppress the democratic voice of citizens.

It is now time to take this entire contro-
versy outside the narrow framework of ‘the
government versus the opposition. The
Election Commission belongs not to any
government but to the voter. The electoral
roll is not the property of any political party;
it is the foundation of a citizen’s right to vote.
And the outcome of an election is not the
private achievement of any political party;
it is the public legitimacy conferred through
a constitutional process. Therefore, from
the controversy surrounding Form-6 to the
data related to SIR, every question must re-
ceive a documentary answer. There should
be a time-bound mechanism to identify and
restore the names of voters who have been
left out during the process. Responsibility
for changes made in the software should
be clearly established. The disagreements
recorded within the Commission should
receive a factual explanation. Wherever the
matter is before the courts, institutional
transparency must continue until the final
decision.

The greatest threat to democracy does
not come from criticism but from distrust.
Criticism can be answered with reason,
but distrust can be dispelled only through
transparency. The most important mes-
sage emerging from the voices raised at
Jantar Mantar and in Mumbai is that
merely winning an election is not enough;
maintaining public trust in the electoral
process is equally important. If this trust
is developing cracks, the remedy is not to
stop the protesters but to provide a public
and constitutional resolution to the ques-
tions that are compelling them to take to
the streets. The real test of democracy is
not how large a crowd the government can
stop, but how many difficult questions it is
prepared to answer. The credibility of the
Election Commission will not be restored
merely by the resignation of Gyanesh Ku-
mar; it will be ensured through such a
transparent system that even the loser can
trust and the winner can trust as well.
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DRI seizes 15.59 kg
amphetamine, cocaine and
heroin in § operations; 5 held

NEW DELHI, OCT 4

The Directorate of Reve-
nue Intelligence (DRI) has
seized cumulative quantity of
15.59 kg dangerous contraband
drugs, amphetamine, cocaine
and heroin, in three separate
intelligence-led operations, the
Finance Ministry said on Sun-
day. Five persons have been ar-
rested under the provisions of
the NDPS Act, 1985. The DRI,
along with the Central Bureau
of Narcotics (CBN), intercepted
a Mahindra Thar suspected to
be carrying Amphetamine at
the Ujjain—Dewas Toll Plaza in
Madhya Pradesh. On being sig-
nalled to stop, the driver broke
through the barricade and sped
away. The officers pursued the
vehicle in a high-speed chase
lasting approximately 1.5 hours,
before successfully intercepting
it near Bicholi Mardana, Indore.
Detailed search of the vehicle
led to the detection of an in-
genious concealment inside the
spare tyre mounted on the rear
door of the Thar, according to

the statement.

On opening the tyre, officers
recovered 21 packets containing
7116 kg (gross) of whitish-yel-
low crystalline substance, which
tested positive for Ampheta-
mine using the NDPS Field Test
Kit. The Amphetamine, along
with the vehicle, was seized and
all three occupants were arrest-
ed under the NDPS Act, 1985.
In another operation, the DRI
intercepted an Indian passen-
ger arriving from Doha at Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport,
Hyderabad, based on specific in-
telligence regarding smuggling
of cocaine. Examination of his
cabin baggage revealed seven
chocolate tubes, which appeared
unusually heavier than their
marked weight, said the state-
ment. On opening the tubes, of-
ficers found 207 light-yellow ov-
al-shaped capsules ingeniously
concealed along with the choc-
olates. Examination of the cap-
sules revealed a white powdery
substance which tested positive
for Cocaine using the Narcotic
Drug Detection Kit.
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Madhya Pradesh: Over 21 lakh tendu
leaf collectors to get Rs 139 crore bonus

BHOPAL, OCT 4

hief Minister Mohan

Yadav on Sunday an-
nounced that more than 21
lakh tendu leaf collectors
across Madhya Pradesh
would receive a total bonus
exceeding Rs 139 crore.

He described nature-wor-
shipping tribal communities
as the state’s heritage and
said their contribution to
protecting and managing
forests is incomparable.

Participating in a train-
ing-cum-awareness pro-
gramme and tendu leaf bo-
nus distribution event for
members of Primary Forest
Produce Cooperative Soci-
eties in Mandla district, he
affirmed the government’s
commitment to secure the
rights, respect the hard
work, and protect the inter-
ests of tribal families and
tendu leaf collectors.

Responding to local de-
mands, Yadav also an-
nounced the opening of
government colleges in Mo-
hgaon and Ghughri, minor
forest produce processing
units in Mandla under the
MSME Department, a tiger
safari zoo to attract domes-
tic and foreign tourists, and
the revival of traditional
betel cultivation in the dis-

trict. Tendu leaves are used
by tribal people and people
of economically weaker sec-
tions in rural areas to roll
bidis. It generates addition-
al income for them. Yadav
transferred a bonus of Rs
36.17 crore (Rs 36,17,37,518)
for 2024 to 9,04,126 tendu
leaf collectors from eight
forest divisions — East and
West Mandla, North and
South Seoni, North and
South Balaghat, Dindori and
Jabalpur. He also distribut-
ed a timber dividend of Rs
26.56 lakh to about 40,000
members of 84 forest com-
mittees that assist the For-
est Department in Mandla.
The Chief Minister pre-
sented Mandla district with

NFR Saves 255 Elephants from
Train-Elephant Collisions Through
Proactive Wildlife Protectlon Measures

MALIGAON, 04 OCTOBER,
2026:

ortheast Frontier Railway

(NFR) has intensified its
efforts to prevent elephant—
train collisions through a com-
bination of technology-driven
systems, enhanced vigilance
and close coordination with
the Forest Department. From
January to September 2026,
timely interventions by NFR
personnel helped save 255 el-
ephants across its divisions,
including 106 in Alipurduar
Division, 14 in Rangiya, 122
in Lumding and 15 in Tinsukia
Division.

NFR has taken several pro-
active and technology-driven
measures to prevent elephant—
train collisions in vulnerable
areas. These include deploy-
ment of Al-based Intrusion
Detection System (IDS) using
Distributed Acoustic System
(DAS) technology, which pro-
vides real-time alerts on ele-
phant movement near tracks.
Other preventive measures
include night-time and tempo-
rary speed restrictions based
on elephant sightings, en-
hanced patrolling, sensitisa-
tion of train crews, cautionary
signage, vegetation clearance

and real-time coordination
with the Forest Department.
The ‘Plan Bee’ system, using
amplified honeybee sounds
to deter elephants, has also
been installed at vulnerable

locations. NFR has further
undertaken the construction
of underpasses at identified
locations to facilitate safer
wildlife movement and keep
elephants away from railway
tracks. NFR is undertaking
regular sensitisation of train
crews, railway staff, pantry
car personnel and passengers
to prevent food waste from
being discarded near railway
tracks, which could attract

elephants and other animals.
Continuous coordination and
real-time communication
with the Forest Department
further enable timely action
whenever elephant movement
is detected. All cases involv-
ing train—elephant dashing
are treated with utmost se-
riousness and investigated
as per the prescribed safety
procedures. NFR continues to
strengthen technology-based
monitoring, frontline vigi-
lance and coordination with
wildlife authorities to protect
elephants while ensuring safe
and efficient train operations
across the Northeast.

CHANDIGARH, OCT 4

Hader of Opposition Par-
ap Singh Bajwa on Sunday
slammed the Aam Aadmi Party
government in Punjab over its
much-publicised claims of ‘Sikhya
Kranti’, saying its government
legislator has publicly exposed
serious gaps in the education
system. Bajwa said Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann’s repeated
claims of transforming the state’s
government schools stand sharp-
ly contradicted by the concerns
raised by legislator Sukhveer Sin-
gh Maiserkhana, who went public
with complaints about teacher

government schools in his con-
stituency. “Bhagwant Mann can

‘Sikhya Kranti’, but the reality in-
side Punjab’s government schools
is increasingly difficult to hide.
When a sitting AAP MLA goes
public, says his own children
study in a government school and
raises concerns about a shortage
of teachers affecting students,
it exposes the widening gap be-
tween AAP’s publicity and the
reality on the ground,” Bajwa said
in a statement. Maiserkhana has
publicly stated that his children
study in a government school and
raised concerns about inadequate

teaching staff, including at the

shortages and the functioning of

continue to repeat the slogan of

74 development works worth
approximately Rs 460 crore.
This included the ground-
breaking of 47 projects val-
ued at over Rs 263 crore
and the inauguration of 27
projects worth more than
Rs 197 crore. Among the
initiatives were 19 govern-
ment high school buildings
(Rs 75.28 crore), a new in-
tegrated collector’s office
(Rs 33.92 crore), a nursing
college building (Rs 14.80
crore), a Tribal Multipur-
pose Marketing Centre (Rs
1 crore), and four newly con-
structed Sandipani school
buildings in Niwas, Bichhi-
ya, Ghuthas and Sagar (Rs

137.11 crore).

He also said milk coop-

School of Eminence attended by
his son. He has also said he raised
the issue with senior AAP leaders
and the government but claimed
his concerns were not addressed.
Bajwa said his assertions raised

fundamental questions about
the AAP government’s claims
of ‘Sikhya Kranti’. “If an elected
MLA has to publicly raise the ba-
sic issue of having enough teach-
ers in classrooms, what exactly is
this ‘Sikhya Kranti’ that the Mann
government keeps advertising?
Education cannot be transformed
through slogans, branding and
publicity. It requires teachers in
classrooms, functioning schools
and accountability to parents
and students,” Bajwa said. He
also questioned the action tak-
en against Maiserkhana. The
AAP Punjab unit suspended the
MLA from the party’s primary
membership, citing “anti-party
activities and indiscipline”, after
his public criticism of the gov-
ernment. “The AAP leadership
has chosen to act against the

BJP Counters Cong Over
13 Crore ‘Deletions’ Claim

NEW DELHI, OCT 4

mid widespread contro-

versy over the discrepan-
cies in the Election Commis-
sion's 'flawed and partisan'
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) and Opposition's clam-
our for action, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on Sun-
day issued a detailed rebut-
tal of charges while accusing
Congress, the principal op-
position party, of resorting
to 'fearmongering'. BJP Gen-
eral Secretary Vinod Tawde
shared an 'explainer' video on
his X account, to counter and
debunk the litany of charges
against the Election Com-
mission (EC) and also reject
accusations of ruling BJP's
involvement in the whole epi-
sode. The 'explainer' video ad-
dresses slew of issues ranging
from 13 crore voter deletions,
purported changes in Form-6,
alteration in ECINET format,
among many others. "The 13
crore names were not deleted
-- they were flagged for veri-

fication in categories such as
deceased, absent, transferred,
or duplicate. The final action
takes place after the process-
ing of claims, objections, and
appeals,” BJP leader Tawde
said, recently appointed as
the party's Uttar Pradesh In-
charge.

Giving break-up of the pro-
posed deletions in draft elec-
toral rolls, it explains that
about 2.6 crore voters were
recorded dead, three crore
absent at given address, 6.3
crore permanently shifted to

different locations and one
crore duplicate voters were
registered. It also adds that
the detailed information was
shared with about 20 lakh
booth level agents of all par-
ties. "No changes were made
to alter Form-6. All three
Election Commissioners were
in consonance on the addi-
tional details added with the
Form-6 and it had the ap-
proval of Supreme Court," it
claims. The 'explainer’ video
also rejects claims of central-
isation, saying that there was

no structural change in the
framework and the local EC
staff, including Electoral Reg-
istration Officers (EROs) were
fully equipped to handle vot-
ers' request at local level.

The BJP leader accused the
Congress of indulging in fear-
mongering, in a bid to conceal
the facts and also urged peo-
ple to follow the facts rather
than getting swayed by Oppo-
sition's 'lies and fakery'.

Saying that SIR's objective
is to include every voter and
not disenfranchise anyone,
it informs that 2.3 crore new
Gen-Z voters have been add-
ed so far since the SIR drive
started last year and today,
the total strength of Gen-Z
voters stands at 17.3 crore.

Dismissing the 'vote chori'
allegations as means to befool
and mislead the electorate,
it says the poll panel always
acted within the statutory
powers and the SIR drive in
all states that went to polls
(Bihar and West Bengal) were
duly upheld by the apex court.

eratives would be set up in
Mandla as required to help
raise the state’s share of na-
tional milk production from
12 per cent to 20 per cent.
The Chief Minister inau-
gurated the programme by
worshipping girls, garland-
ing portraits of Rani Durga-
vati, Raja Shankar Shah and
Kunwar Raghunath Shah,
and lighting the ceremonial
lamp.

He later visited the Farm-
er Welfare Year exhibition
and distributed “scooties” to
meritorious students under
the “Chief Minister’s Scooty
Scheme,” personally fit-
ting them with helmets and
blessing them for academic
progress.

Congress slams Punjab govt
over ‘Slkhya Kranti’ claims

messenger instead of addressing
the message. A shortage of teach-
ers is a governance issue, not an
anti-party activity. If an elected
representative raises concerns
about the education of children
in his constituency, the govern-
ment should listen, investigate
and fix the problem, not silence
him,” Bajwa said. He said the
episode further exposed what he
described as AAP’s intolerance
towards internal criticism. “In
a democracy, an MLA raising
questions about the functioning
of his own government should
be seen as accountability, not in-
discipline. The people of Punjab
deserve answers on teacher short-
ages and the quality of education
in government schools. They do
not need another publicity cam-
paign,” Bajwa said. He added
that the AAP government cannot
simultaneously claim a historic
‘Sikhya Kranti’ while elected rep-
resentatives are publicly raising
concerns about basic shortages
in schools. “Punjab’s children de-
serve teachers, not slogans; qual-
ity education, not publicity; and
functioning schools, not political
branding. The Mann government
must stop hiding behind the slo-
gan of ‘Sikhya Kranti’ and start
answering the questions being
raised from within its own ranks,”
Bajwa added.

Mass disenfranchisement of

citizens intrinsically arbitrary:
SC Judge Ujjal Bhuyan

HYDERABAD, OCT 4

upreme Court judge

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan
on Sunday strongly criti-
cised any process that leads
to the wholesale exclusion
of citizens from electoral
rolls, terming it intrinsi-
cally arbitrary and a direct
assault on the Constitution.
Speaking at the valedictory
address of the 19th Justice
Bodh Raj Sawhney Memori-
al Moot Court Competition
at NALSAR University of
Law, Justice Bhuyan said, “If
any process results in dis-
enfranchising millions and
millions of Indian citizens,
making them second-class
citizens in their own country
in the sense of being citizens
without voting rights, such a
process is intrinsically arbi-
trary. No amount of whata-
boutery can justify it.”

He asserted that the In-
dian Constitution does not
envisage two classes of
citizens—one with voting
rights and another without.
Any such process, he em-
phasised, would violate Ar-
ticles 326 (universal adult
suffrage) and 14 (right to
equality). “No authority can
do it; no court can condone
it. No one is above the Con-
stitution,” Justice Bhuyan

declared. He underlined
that the right to vote is in-
tertwined with India’s long
struggle for freedom and
forms part of the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution. Ar-
ticle 326, he said, cannot be
tinkered with at all. Justice
Bhuyan further observed
that except in the case of a
deceased voter, no name can
be deleted from the elector-
al rolls without notice and a
hearing. Detaching the right
to vote from citizenship, he
remarked, would be “like
taking out the soul from the
body.” The remarks come
amid ongoing controversies
surrounding large-scale de-
letions under the Election
Commission’s Special In-
tensive Revision of electoral
rolls and related petitions
before the Supreme Court.
Justice Bhuyan’s statements
reinforce the constitutional
protection of adult suffrage
as a non-negotiable founda-
tion of Indian democracy.

YSRCP slams Naidu govt

for fail

ing to complete

houses started by Jagan

TADEPALLI (ANDHRA
PRADESH) OCT 4

R Congress Party Pon-

nur constituency coordi-
nator Ambati Murali Krishna
on Sunday criticised the TDP-
led coalition government in
Andhra Pradesh for failing to
complete houses started dur-
ing Y.S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy’s tenure. He said the gov-
ernment should finish these
houses before claiming credit
for providing homes to the
poor. He stated that during Ja-
gan’s tenure, the government
provided house sites to 31.19
lakh families and established
17,005 YSR Jagananna Colo-
nies. It sanctioned 22,80,358
houses and completed more
than nine lakh houses, Murali
Krishna said. He alleged that
the present government had
not built a single new house in
the past two and a half years
and had left around 11 lakh
houses at different stages of
construction unfinished. He
alleged that the TDP filed
more than 1,000 court cas-
es to stop the distribution of
house-site pattas. Jagan went
to the Supreme Court and
secured relief to distribute
them, he said. In Amaravati,
the government went to court

over pattas for 50,000 poor
families and later cancelled
them, denying those families
a place to live, he alleged. Mu-
rali Krishna also asked why
the state’s drought situation
was not raised at a meeting
attended by Union Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan. Of the
state’s 688 mandals, 388 have
been declared drought-af-
fected, including mandals in
Chief Minister Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s constituency,
Kuppam. He demanded an-
swers on minimum support
prices for paddy, cotton,
maize, red gram, green gram
and black gram. Responding
to Minister Nadendla Mano-
har’s call for an inquiry into
alleged housing irregular-
ities, Murali Krishna said
YSRCP was ready for any in-
vestigation. He challenged the
government to also investi-
gate the rice issue in Kakina-
da. He said YSRCP was not
opposing local body elections
but wanted accurate voter
lists, with clarity on deceased
voters and bogus votes. With
farmers struggling to get fair
prices and welfare payments
declining, he said rural econ-
omies were under strain and
needed the government’s at-
tention.

BJP announces three candidates
for Maharashtra MLC polls

MUMBAI, OCT 4

olitical manoeuvres in Ma-

harashtra have intensified
after the Election Commis-
sion announced the upcoming
Legislative Council (Vidhan
Parishad) elections. On the
heels of the Congress Party's
announcement, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on Sunday
released its official list of can-
didates for three key constitu-
encies: Nagpur Graduate: For-
mer MLA Sudhakar Kohale;
Pune Graduate: Smita Jadhav,
Pro-Vice Chancellor of Dr D' Y
Patil University, Pune Teach-
ers: Kaustubh Gawade, Chief
Executive Officer of the prom-
inent Shri Swami Vivekanand
Shikshan Sanstha in Kolhapur.
With the announcement of
these nominees, BJP will con-
test three seats, leaving Nagpur
Teachers constituency to Shiv
Sena and Aurangabad Gradu-
ates constituency to NCP. Poll-
ing for the five constituencies
is slated for October 23. Kohale
has been fielded to take on the
incumbent Congress MLC,
Abhijit Wanjari. Kohale, a sea-

soned leader and educator by
background, previously served
as a two-time municipal cor-
porator, Water Supply Com-
mittee Chairman in Nagpur,
and Nagpur East MLA (2014).
In Pune Graduate Constitu-
ency, Dr Jadhav will face the
Maha Vikas Aghadi, which has
yet to declare its nominee. In
Pune Teachers Constituency,
Gawade will take on the sitting
legislator Jayant Asgaonkar,
who has been renominated by
the Congress party. Inciden-
tally, Shiv Sena and NCP have
yet to announce their nomina-
tions. Shiv Sena has staked its

claim over Pune and Amravati
Teachers Constituencies. Con-
gress has already announced
Prof Aditi Rishikesh Pohare
as nominee for the Amravati
Teachers' Constituency. The
Shiv Sena-UBT and NCP-SP
are angry over Congress's de-
cision to announce three nomi-
nees. The Election Commission
of India (ECI) on September 22
sounded the poll bugle for the
elections to five key Maharash-
tra Legislative Council (MLC)
seats, triggering intense polit-
ical manoeuvring within the
ruling Mahayuti alliance. The
election covers three Graduate

constituencies  (Aurangabad,
Pune, and Nagpur) and two
Teachers’ constituencies (Am-
ravati and Pune), where the
terms of the sitting members
are set to expire on December
6, 2026. According to the offi-
cial schedule released by the
ECI, the last date for nomina-
tions: October 6, 2026; scruti-
ny of nominations: October 7,
2026; last date for withdraw-
al: October 9, 2026; polling
day: October 23, 2026 (8:00
AM to 4:00 PM); and count-
ing of votes: October 27, 2026.
Incumbent representatives
from Graduate Constituencies
include Aurangabad Division
— Bhanudasrao Satish Chavan
(NCP), Pune Division — Arun
Ganpati Lad (NCP-SP) and
Nagpur Division — Abhijit
Govindrao Wanjari (Congress).
The legislative members from
the Teachers’ Constituencies
include Amravati Division —
Kiran Ramrao Sarnaik (Inde-
pendent but officially joined
Eknath Shinde's Shiv Sena
as an associate member) and
Pune Division — Jayant Dinkar
Asgaonkar (Congress).
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A Journey Through Crisis:

The Inspiring Story

of an Indian Pilot Who Saved Lives in the Sky

e vast blue sky, a calm and
I steady flight, and hundreds of
passengers relaxing peacefully—
thousands of feet above the ground, a
sudden and unexpected danger turned
everything upside down. In a matter
of seconds, hundreds of lives hung in
the balance. When a chaotic situation
threatened to crash the plane, one man’s
extraordinary composure, courage, and
quick thinking saved hundreds of lives.
This bravery didn't just ensure a safe
landing; it wrote a remarkable chapter
in international aviation history. This is
the inspiring story of Indian pilot Cap-
tain Smit Machchhar, the dramatic in-
cident aboard a flydubai flight, and the
growing global discussion on cockpit
safety.

Sudden Turbulence in the Sky:
What Actually Happened?

It was a normal, quiet night. A flydubai
aircraft was cruising smoothly toward
its destination. Passengers were rest-
ing, reading, or watching movies, while
the cabin crew attended to their duties.
Everything seemed completely normal.
But no one could have imagined that
within moments, this peace would turn
into a terrifying storm.

High up in the clouds, a sudden com-
motion and shouting broke out near the
back of the cabin. Passengers were star-
tled. A passenger suffering severe men-
tal distress suddenly rushed toward the
cabin crew. The situation quickly spun
out of control. This was not just a minor
passenger argument; it was a dangerous
security threat that put the safety of the
entire flight at risk.

The individual tried to break open
the cockpit doors and tamper with vital
control systems. The lives of hundreds
onboard were instantly in jeopardy.
When a plane is airborne, a breach of
cockpit security can lead to catastrophic
consequences. At that critical moment,
the pilots in the flight deck displayed ex-
ceptional presence of mind.

Captain Smit Machchhar: Un-
shakable Focus in the Eye of
the Storm

Inside the cockpit, main pilot Captain
Smit Machchhar handled the crisis

with a level of calmness that amazed
international aviation experts. While
managing autopilot, monitoring weath-
er conditions, communicating with Air
Traffic Control (ATC), and controlling
the aircraft's altitude all at once, this
sudden attack occurred.

Normally, anyone would panic un-
der such extreme pressure. But Cap-
tain Machchhar did not flinch. His only
thought was: "Every single passenger on
my plane must be brought home safely."

He immediately followed standard
operating procedures (SOP) for emer-
gencies. He locked down the cockpit
door security system more securely and
used a special communication line to
coordinate with the cabin crew outside.
He skillfully kept the airplane balanced,
preventing any aerodynamic failure or
physical damage.

While passengers inside the cabin
were terrified, Captain Machchhar used
the Public Address (PA) system to speak
in a calm, steady voice: "Dear passen-
gers, please do not panic. The crew is
handling the situation. Your safety is
our top priority. We are bringing the
situation completely under control." His
reassuring voice melted away half of the
passengers' fear.

The Brave Fight of the

Cabin Crew

The cabin crew of the flydubai flight
also showed incredible courage. Risk-
ing their lives, they rushed to stop the
aggressive passenger. Controlling a vi-
olent person in a narrow airplane aisle
without harming other passengers is
extremely difficult.

Through teamwork, the crew man-
aged to overpower and restrain the
individual within moments. Still, the
atmosphere inside the plane remained
tense. While comforting the anxious
passengers, Captain Machchhar and
his co-pilot successfully carried out the
arduous task of diverting the aircraft to
the nearest safe airport.

Emergency Landing:
Moments of Triumph

Having managed the immediate
threat, Captain Machchhar wasted no
time. He contacted Air Traffic Control

(ATC) for an emergency landing at the
nearest international airport. Using a
transponder emergency code, he sig-
naled distress and requested priority
landing.

Ground ATC officials responded in-
stantly, clearing the runway and keep-
ing ambulances and security forces
ready. When the aircraft touched down
and the wheels finally hit the runway,
passengers inside burst into applause
and tears of gratitude for the pilot who
saved their lives. Once the plane came to
a complete halt, security forces boarded
and took the suspect into custody.

Global Praise and Recognition
As soon as the incident came to light,
the global aviation world was stunned.
Experts warned how dangerous in-
ternal security threats can be while in
flight. At the same time, praise poured
in for Captain Smit Machchhar’s ex-
traordinary bravery and crisis manage-
ment skills.

flydubai Management officially re-
leased a statement praising the profes-
sionalism and courage of Captain Smit
Machchhar and the crew, noting that
their bravery kept hundreds of passen-
gers safe.

International aviation associations
(IATA) and various civil aviation au-
thorities commended Captain Machch-
har, stating his calm decisions during a
critical crisis set a benchmark for oth-
ers.

Social media platforms lit up with
hashtags like #CaptainSmitMachchhar
and #IndianPilotHero. Indians world-
wide felt immensely proud that an Indi-
an pilot raised the nation's flag high on
the global stage.

Cockpit Safety: The Biggest
Challenge in Modern Aviation

This incident opened up serious
discussions regarding "Cockpit Secu-
rity and Safety” in modern aviation.
Ever since commercial flight security
changed dramatically following histor-
ical security reforms, protocols have
continued to evolve.

Post-9/11 Security Standards: Fol-
lowing security overhauls, cockpit doors
were mandated to be made of bullet-

proof materials with advanced locking
systems. Opening them from the out-
side without explicit authorization from
inside became virtually impossible.

Mental Health Checks & Passenger
Screening: Even with strict airport
checks, identifying individuals with un-
stable mental health or those who might
become violent mid-flight remains a
major challenge for airlines. This inci-
dent proved that behavioral analytics
must be further tightened.

Automation vs. Human Intuition:
Even though modern aircraft use ad-
vanced autopilot systems, human in-
tellect and instant decision-making re-
main vital during emergencies. Experts
argue that pilots need specialized train-
ing in self-defense and crisis handling
against unexpected internal threats.

Conclusion:

A Proud Moment for India

The sky is not always peaceful; some-
times it brings unexpected tests. A true
leader is someone who does not back
down during such tests, but moves for-
ward with focus and care for those they
protect.

Captain Smit Machchhar’s bravery
in preventing any loss of life on that fly-
dubai flight is a matter of immense pride
for everyone. This incident should not
just be read as a news story; it should
serve as a wake-up call to tighten avi-
ation security standards, focus on pas-
senger mental health, and provide cabin
crews with better operational safety
training. Stories like that of Captain
Smit Machchhar will forever remain a
symbol of courage in the skies, continu-
ing to inspire confidence and bravery for
generations to come.

Dr Chityala Ravinder
7798891795
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Teachers : Catalysts of Innovation,
Inspiration, and Transformation

(On the occasion of
“"World Teachers' Day”
on 05 October)

acher guide us with
knowledge, patience,
and care.Teachers are

like candles, they burn them-
selves to light the path to stu-
dents or future generations.
They shape the future of all
countries. In higher education-
al institutions, the role of teach-
er changes. They are no longer
classroom instructors, but
mentors, advisors, life guides,
friends, and philosophers.
They help students to discover
their inner hidden talents, pol-
ish their skills, infuse scientific
thinking, motivate in tough
times, shape our careers, ignite
personality development, pre-
pare them for the real to cross
world challenges. Teacher helps
students in thinking critically,
and independently. They en-
courage us to raise questions,
and to challenge ideas. This
guidance stays with us for-
ever, even after we leave the
campus.

Teachers are

Nations Builders

Real teacher teaches from
heart, not only from books.
These guiding stars give us
knowledge and wisdom about
what is right and what is
wrong. They plant the seeds of
curiosity, kindness, strength,
confidence, and discipline.
They shape our peripheral as
well as inner core personal
skills. Their influence is be-
yond the campus. They are
the nation builders. They
guide us when we are con-
fused, support us when we are
weak, and encourage us when
we feel like giving up. A great
teacher not only teaches sub-
jects with upmost clarity, but
also inspires confidence and
build strong values in young
generations. They explain dif-
ficult concepts with patience,
simple things to take care.

World

Teachers' Day 2026

To express our gratitude and
heartfelt thanks to all our
teachers, UNESCO has insti-
tuted “World Teachers’ Day”
on 05 October annually since
1966. This day each year rais-
es awareness about current
educational priorities and the
well-being of teachers and
the challenges they are facing
worldwide. We celebrate this
day to to honour all the teach-
ers of the world. The UNESCO
celebrates World Teachers’ Day
on 05 October with the theme
of “Standing with the Teach-
ers : 60 years of Protecting the
profession, advancing its status
and shaping our futures” to
celebrate the contributions of
teachers and highlights chal-
lenges in education. Today,
teachers are well-equipped
with the latest technologies to
help both students and them-
selves grow. They shape our
thoughts, encourage us to
dream, and support us in our
journey of learning,.

World Teachers Day
Events

The World Teachers’Day is
celebrated through various
activities like special assem-
blies to honour our teachers,
express our gratitude, appre-

l

ciate their timely guidance,

self government day, tak-
ing blessings from our ideal
teachers, conducting compe-
titions based on role of teach-
ers, sending special messages
or cards, sharing your views
in the form of poems, meet-
ing our school teachers, and
SO on.

This day must remind of the
pure love, respect, and grat-
itude that students hold for
their teachers. Real teacher
not only educate but also in-
culcate values. They guide us
through challenges both in
academics and in life journey.
Education is the most pow-
erful weapon which you can
use to change the global popu-
lation. The influence of a great
teacher never be enraged.
Teachers are the catalysts of
innovation, inspiration, and
transformation. For every stu-
dent’s success, there’s a great
teacher behind the achieve-
ment. A good teacher can in-
spire, ignite the imagination,
and I still a love of learning. It
is one profession that creates
all other professions. A teach-
er touches a life forever. They
plant seeds of knowledge that

grew forever.
- Capt Dr Madhu-
sudhan Reddy Burra
9949700037.

WHEN THE SOIL FINDS A VOICE

A Critical Reading of Suddala Ashok Teja's Nelamma Nelamma

BY DR. PERUKA RAJU

Some songs are born on the lips.

Some find their life on the stage.

And some rise from the soil, gather
the salt of sweat and the warmth of tears,
and remain in the collective memory of a
people.

Suddala Ashok Teja’s Nelamma
Nelamma... belongs unmistakably to the
third kind.

To read Suddala Ashok Teja merely as a
celebrated film lyricist is to read only half
the man and half the poet. Cinema gave
his song a vast screen life gave it depth.
Popular culture carried his words to mil-
lions, but it was the soil of Telangana that
gave those words their pulse.

It was therefore perceptive of Jnanpith
laureate Dr. C. Narayana Reddy to place
Ashok Teja in the tradition of Devulapal-
1i, Sri Sri, Arudra and Dasarathi—writers
who were poets before they became lyri-
cists. The sixty lyrical poems gathered in
Nelamma Nelamma... offer compelling
evidence that beneath the fame of the
film lyricist has always lived a poet deeply
rooted in people and place.

An Inherited Fire, an Individual Voice

To understand Ashok Teja’s poetry, one
must first touch its roots.

Those roots inevitably lead to Suddala
Hanumanthu.

A committed voice of the Telangana
armed peasant struggle, Hanumanthu
belonged to a generation for whom song
was not entertainment alone. It could
awaken, question, resist and mobilise. In
such a household, poetry was never far
removed from hunger, labour, injustice
or struggle. Ashok Teja inherited that at-
mosphere. But inheritance alone does not
make a poet. His distinction lies in what
he did with it.

He absorbed the people-oriented lega-
cy of his father and sharpened it through
experience, observation, study and imag-
ination. What came to him as inheritance
gradually became an individual poetic
voice.

Heritage gave him roots.

Experience gave him a trunk.

Study gave him branches.

Imagination brought the blossom.

And song became the fruit.

Soil as More Than Landscape

In Nelamma Nelamma..., soil is not
merely geography. It is an emotional, cul-
tural and philosophical presence.

Soil is the farmer.

Soil is the mother.

Soil is food.

Soil is memory.

Soil is labour.

Soil is identity.

This transformation of the ordinary
into the luminous is among Ashok Teja’s
strongest poetic gifts.

His vision of the farmer as a “green
moon” is particularly striking. The fa-
miliar beauty of the moon in the sky is
brought down to the field and bestowed
upon the man who labours in the earth.
Yet the comparison does more than beau-
tify the farmer: it elevates him. The celes-
tial moon may illuminate the night the
farmer sustains life.

Here metaphor is not decorative em-
broidery. It becomes an instrument of
dignity.

A bruised working hand becomes a
dark lotus. Tender grass after the first
rain becomes a smile sprouting on Moth-
er Earth’s face. The farmer becomes a
green moon.

These images reveal a central quality
of Ashok Teja’s imagination he changes
not merely what we see, but how we see it.

The familiar suddenly acquires fresh-
ness. Everyday realities, seen through an
unexpected angle, recover their wonder.
His imagery therefore does more than
ornament experience it renews our per-
ception of it.

Giving Sweat an Aesthetic

If there is one value running like an
underground current through this collec-
tion, it is labour.

History often remembers those who
commissioned monuments poetry can
restore visibility to the hands that built
them. Ashok Teja repeatedly turns his
gaze towards those hands.

The plough, loom, forge, wheel and
field are not merely objects of rural de-
scription. They become signs of human
evolution and civilisation. His poetry
recognises the intimate kinship between
work and song, between the tool and the
hand, between creativity and survival.

His memorable formulation

i R b Lo

“If labour were to liquefy,

it would move as Bhakra-Nangal

if labour were to solidify,

it would stand as the Taj Mahal”

contains within its apparent simplicity
a profound social vision.

The Taj Mahal is conventionally read
as an architecture of love. Ashok Teja
asks us, implicitly, to see within its mar-
ble the solidified labour of human hands.

That shift of gaze is crucial.

He does not merely praise labour; he
gives labour an aesthetic stature.

A Poet with an Ear for the Wom-
an's Heart

Another compelling dimension of the
collection is Ashok Teja’s representation
of women.

Woman is not confined to the conven-
tional figure of the beloved. She appears
as mother, agricultural worker, wife,
daughter and, above all, a complete hu-
man being whose labour and emotional
world demand recognition.

In poems such as “Chandramma,” the
rural working woman emerges with re-
markable vitality. Her relationship with
the field is almost intimate: she touch-
es the plants, reads their ailments and
shares their burdens. The agricultural
woman, so often pushed to the margins
of literary representation, is brought to
the centre of the poem.

When Ashok Teja turns to mother-
hood, his language acquires an unmis-
takable tenderness. A mother wondering
what her distant son has eaten and how
he is living becomes more than a domes-
tic image. The personal expands into the
universal.

Tenderness is, in fact, one of the vital
elements of his poetry.

He does not merely describe tears; he
enters their salt.

He does not observe labour from a dis-
tance he stands within its sweat.

He does not report suffering; he at-
tempts to speak from inside it.

This emotional identification gives his
lyrical poetry much of its immediacy.

The Village Is Not a Postcard

The Telangana village occupies a large
imaginative space in Ashok Teja’s poetry.

Cockerow, first rains, green fields,
cattle, bullock carts, looms, folk occupa-
tions and Bathukamma celebrations fill
his verse with unmistakable nativity. His
language carries the fragrance, rhythm
and cultural memory of Telangana.

Yet his village is not a postcard pre-
served in nostalgia.

It is changing.

Traditional occupations are disappear-
ing. Globalisation has entered the village
street. Folk practices are fading. Violence
and economic uncertainty disturb older
rhythms of life.

Ashok Teja recognises this rupture.

His affection for rural life therefore
does not become blind romanticism. The
beauty of the village and the wounds of
the village exist side by side.

That tension gives his rural poetry
social relevance. He does not merely ask
us to remember what the village was he
compels us to notice what is happening
toit.

When a Tree Becomes Kin

Ashok Teja’s ecological sensibility
grows naturally out of his attachment to
the soil.

A tree, in his poetic universe, is not
timber.

It is companionship.

It is kinship.

It is mother.

His environmental consciousness

rarely takes the form of abstract preach-
ing. Instead, he transforms the relation-
ship between human beings and nature
into an intimate moral bond.

Once the tree becomes “mother,” cut-
ting it is no longer merely an ecological
act it becomes an emotional and ethical
violation.

Here lies one of the strengths of the
lyricist in him: he can turn an idea into
an emotion.

A principle may persuade the mind.

A song can disturb the heart.

Ashok Teja often attempts both.

Lyricism on One Wing, Resistance on
the Other

His poetry seems to fly on two wings.

One is tenderness.

The other is resistance.

He carries something of the emotional
grace of lyrical poetry and something of
the social urgency of progressive writ-
ing. Consequently, the same poetic voice
can rest in a mother’s lap, stand beside a
sweating farmer, mourn the wounded vil-
lage and rise against injustice.

It is at this intersection that the dis-
tinctive Ashok Teja idiom takes shape.

Yet meaningful criticism cannot end
with admiration.

At certain moments, emotional ur-
gency appears to move faster than poetic
concentration. The desire for immediate
communication can occasionally reduce
the density that a more meditative poem
might achieve. The accessibility demand-
ed by the lyric and the inward compres-
sion demanded by serious poetry do not
always arrive at perfect equilibrium.

But this need not be regarded merely
as a limitation. It can also be understood
as the creative tension between the lyri-
cist who must reach the listener instantly
and the poet who wishes to remain with
the reader long after the song has ended.

That tension itself is part of Ashok Te-
ja’s literary identity.

A Dedication That Becomes a
Poem

There is another quietly moving di-
mension to Nelamma Nelamma...: its
dedication to his wife, Nirmala.

Ashok Teja remembers her as the com-
panion who stood beside him through
humiliation, disappointment and mo-

ments when despair tempted him to lay
down his creative weapons. Her faith
urged him to take up his songs again.

In that sense, the dedication is more
than a customary page before the poems.

It is itself a small poem of companion-
ship.

Behind a poet who sings for thousands,

there is sometimes one silent person

who hears his silence.

The dedication is his acknowledge-
ment of that presence.

Where Does the Song Finally Belong?

Ninety-four pages.

Sixty lyrical poems.

Yet Nelamma Nelamma... cannot final-
ly be measured by either number.

It is a poet’s letter of love to his soil.

A citation of honour to labour.

A bow before motherhood.

A living portrait of the village.

A plea for nature.

And, at its strongest, a voice raised on
behalf of ordinary people.

The people-oriented legacy inherited
from Suddala Hanumanthu does not re-
main an echo in the son. In Ashok Teja, it
encounters another generation, another
social reality and another artistic sensi-
bility and becomes a voice of its own.

Cinema may have introduced Suddala
Ashok Teja to millions.

But Nelamma Nelamma... introduc-
es us more intimately to the poet within
him.

For the roots of his song are in the soil

its salt is in human sweat

its moisture is in a mother’s eye

its rhythm beats in the village heart

and its clenched fist rises with the peo-
ple.

Suddala Ashok Teja, therefore, is not
merely a poet who writes songs.

He is a poet who turns

soil into syllable,

labour into beauty,

tears into poetry,

and the life of the people into song.

That is where Nelamma Nelamma...
finds its enduring resonance

not merely in the ear,

but in the earth beneath our feet.

- DR PERUKA RAJU
Poet, Author, Critic & Translator
7810032847.
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India needs its
own Al safety
framework, not a
copy of US pact:

Industry experts
NEW DELHI: (OCT 4)

Indla should build
its own artificial in-

telligence (AI) safety
framework suited to
its languages, scale,

and application-led
AI ecosystem rather
than replicate a volun-
tary pact signed by US
President Donald
Trump and top tech-
nology firms last week,
industry experts said.
They also called for a
commitment that brings
together all stakehold-
ers and tackles risks
such as deepfakes and

cyberattacks, even
as they differed on
whether voluntary

measures alone would
be enough. The com-
ments came after the
White House Accord
on Super Intelligence, a
voluntary AI safety pact
signed on September
29 by Trump and top
executives from Goog-
le, OpenAl, Anthropic,
Meta, Nvidia and Elon
Musk's xAI

MONEY MAT TERS
Mumbai Airport to

Redevelop T1B from Jan 2027

Mumbai airport will
begin redeveloping the
North Section of Ter-
minal 1B from January
2027. The phased move
is aimed at addressing
safety concerns while
limiting disruption to
passengers.

A- dani Airport Holdings

imited  (AAHL)-oper-
ated Mumbai International
Airport Limited will begin the
redevelopment of the North
Section of Terminal 1B from
January 2027, with safety
concerns surrounding the
60-year-old building prompt-
ing a phased redevelopment of
the terminal.

Of Mumbai airport’s ap-
proximately 55 million pas-
sengers per annum (mppa),
only around 5 mppa, or about
9 per cent, will be temporarily
de-operationalised. To ensure
continuity of operations and
minimise inconvenience to
passengers, AAHL has pro-
vided airlines with the option
to temporarily relocate their

operations to Navi Mumbai
International Airport at their
discretion. AAHL will support
airlines through the transi-
tion and provide all necessary
assistance to ensure a smooth
and seamless migration of
services. “91% of Mumbai Air-
port’s passenger traffic will
remain unaffected even as
we undertake redevelopment
of the age-old infrastructure
that was in urgent need of
repairs. Only the North Sec-
tion of Terminal 1B, which
accounts for around one-third
of T1 of Mumbai Airport’s ca-
pacity, is being demolished in
Phase 1 to minimise passen-

ger inconvenience and opera-
tional disruption. The transi-
tion to Navi Mumbai Airport
is temporary and does not
represent a permanent shift of
Mumbai Airport traffic,” said
Mr. Arun Bansal, CEO, Adani
Airport Holdings Limited.
Terminal 1 has long been
identified as a safety-related
concern, with only temporary
mitigation measures being
implemented over the years
due to the absence of a viable
alternative for passengers and
airlines. Following the fire in-
cident at Terminal 1 in April
this year, the risks associated
with continuing operations

Al is a game-changer, but fallout for
Job market needs deft handling

NEW DELHI, OCT 4

he rapid rise of artificial

intelligence is seen as a
game-changer, ushering in a
new era with the technology’s
potential for unprecedented
productivity gains through
automated customer service
and advanced medical diag-
nostics, to generative Al sys-
tems capable of producing
text, code, and images within
seconds - but history suggests
that technological revolutions
do not always translate imme-
diately into broad-based social
prosperity. In fact, AI could
potentially trigger a contempo-
rary version of what economic
historians call "Engels’ Pause"
-- a prolonged period in which
productivity and wealth rise
sharply while wages and living
standards for ordinary work-
ers stagnate, according to an
article in India Narrative. It
cites the example of Britain’s
Industrial Revolution, which
led to a massive jump in pro-
duction during the 19th centu-
ry, but at the same time it took
a long time for workers and
ordinary people to improve
their living conditions. The
article highlights that histor-

ically, industrial revolutions
generated broad employment
because they created entirely
new industries that absorbed
displaced workers. The textile
revolution created factory jobs.
The automobile industry gen-
erated millions of manufactur-
ing and service-sector oppor-
tunities. The digital revolution
created software engineering,
e-commerce and platform
economies. Al may also create
new professions that are cur-
rently unimaginable. However,
the transition period could still
be painful and unequal. The
implications for developing
economies such as India are
especially complex. India has
benefited enormously from la-
bour-intensive service sectors
including IT outsourcing, busi-
ness process management, and
customer support operations.
Many of these industries now
face potential disruption from
Al automation. Tasks involv-

ing basic coding, data entry,
customer assistance, and doc-
ument processing can increas-
ingly be performed by AI sys-
tems at lower cost and greater
speed, the article stated. It
further highlighted that at the
same time, Al also presents
major opportunities for India.
It can improve agricultural
productivity, healthcare deliv-
ery, logistics, education access
and governance efficiency. In-
dian startups are actively in-
tegrating Al into sectors rang-
ing from fintech to language
technology. The challenge
lies not in resisting AI adop-
tion but in ensuring that pro-
ductivity gains translate into
widespread economic benefits
rather than narrow corporate
concentration. The lessons of
Engels’ Pause become criti-
cally relevant, it noted. Dur-
ing the Industrial Revolution,
governments were initially
slow to respond to worsening
labour conditions and inequal-
ity. Only after decades of so-
cial unrest, unionisation, and
political reform did industrial
societies develop mechanisms
such as labour protections,
public education systems and
social welfare policies.

have become even more pro-
nounced. With Navi Mumbai
International Airport now op-
erational and capable of pro-
viding an alternative option
for airlines and travellers, the
planned closure and phased
demolition of Terminal 1 can
no longer be deferred.

The redevelopment of Ti
will begin from January 2027
and increase its capacity by 33
per cent, up to 20 mppa from
the current 15 mppa.

“Extensive  consultations
with airlines on the future of
Terminal 1 have been ongoing
since 2020, and the proposed
redevelopment was also pre-
sented before AERA and sub-
sequently incorporated into
the approved tariff frame-
work. While we appreciate the
concerns expressed by cer-
tain airlines, passenger safety
must remain paramount, and
any further delay in com-
mencing this process could
adversely impact the safety
and convenience of millions
of travellers,” Mr Bansal said.

Navi Mumbai Airport is of-

fering a 100 per cent discount
on landing fees for new inter-
national flights. In addition,
it plans to offer cash vouchers
to international passengers
to offset the difference in the
User Development Fee (UDF)
levied at Navi Mumbai and
Mumbai Airports.

Navi Mumbai Internation-
al Airport is a modern, fully
equipped airport and has the
infrastructure and capacity
to handle the additional pas-
senger traffic that would be
transitioned from Mumbai
Airport.

“Its availability makes it
possible to undertake the re-
development of T1 of Mumbai
Airport in phases, instead
of shutting down the entire
terminal and causing greater
disruption to passengers and
airlines,” Mr Bansal said.

Mumbai Airport and Navi
Mumbai Airport are comple-
mentary airports addressing
the severely constrained avi-
ation infrastructure require-
ments of India’s commercial
capital region.

FSSAI Orders Recall of Everest Cumin
Powder Over Excess Pest1c1des

NEW DELHI, OCT 4

he Food Safety and

Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) said on Sunday
that it has directed the recall
of a batch of Everest-brand
pre-packed cumin powder
after laboratory tests found
pesticide residues beyond the
permissible limits, leading to
the product being classified as
"unsafe" under the Food Safe-
ty and Standards Act, 2006.

According to an FSSAI no-
tification, the affected batch
was found to contain residues
of the pesticides azoxystrob-
in and thiamethoxam at lev-
els exceeding the prescribed
maximum limits.

The regulatory sample of
the pre-packed cumin pow-
der was collected from the
premises of Riverside Resorts
& Holiday Homes Pvt. Ltd. in
Goa for testing. "A regulatory
sample of Pre-packed Cumin
Powder was drawn from the
premises of Riverside Resorts
& Holiday Homes Pvt. Ltd.,
Goa. The food analyst's report
found pesticide residues of
Azoxystrobin and Thiameth-
oxam at levels exceeding the
prescribed maximum limits,"

the food regulator stated.
"The Food Analyst declared
the sample "UNSAFE" under
the Food Safety and Stand-
ards Act, 2006," it added.
FSSAI said the product's
manufacturer was given an
opportunity to appeal against
the findings of the food ana-
lyst. Following the appeal pro-
cess, the sample was referred
to a Referral Food Laboratory,
which confirmed the earlier
findings that the product was
unsafe for consumption due
to the excessive pesticide resi-
dues. Based on the laboratory
findings, the food regulator
ordered the immediate recall
of the entire affected batch
of Everest pre-packed cum-
in powder bearing Batch No.
E080668761 from the market.
The regulator has also
directed the food business

Aless than a rupee
add-on in railway ticket
bookings offers accident
cover of up to Rs 10 lakh.
Its value depends on un-
derstanding the narrow

terms, exclusions and
claim process.

olicy covers accidental

death, permanent disabili-
ty and hospitalisation linked to
train journeys. There is a mo-
ment in almost every railway
ticket booking that most pas-
sengers come across. You have
finally found a train that works.
The seats are available.
You enter the passenger details,
choose your berth and move
towards payment. Then, some-
where among the fare, conveni-
ence fee and other details, there
is an optional travel insurance
charge that costs less than Re 1.
At less than a rupee, it is al-
most too small to think about.
So most passengers don't. Why
spend time reading insurance
terms when the amount being
deducted is not even enough to
buy a toffee? During the festive
rush, when people are desper-
ately trying to get confirmed
tickets to travel home for
Dussehra, Diwali or Chhath,
that tiny insurance option is
even less likely to get anyone's
attention. For a passenger who
has just managed to secure a
seat on a packed train home, an
amount less than a rupee can
feel like a rounding-off error.
But that almost invisible charge
comes with a surprising up to
Rs 10 lakh in cover. And that
is where things get interesting.
What exactly is being insured

Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India

operator (FBO) to maintain
complete records of the re-
called products and submit
the required recall informa-
tion and status reports with-
in the stipulated timelines.
Additionally, the company
has been asked to implement
corrective measures to pre-
vent similar incidents in the
future and submit a compli-
ance report upon completion
of the recall process. "The
FBO was provided an oppor-
tunity to appeal against the
Food Analyst's report, fol-
lowing which the sample was
referred to the Referral Food
Laboratory. The Referral Food
Laboratory confirmed that
the sample was "UNSAFE", as
Azoxystrobin and Thiameth-
oxam were found above the
prescribed maximum limits,"
the regulator stated.

he Indian IT sector is
likely to register anoth-
er muted results (July-Sep-
tember period), in what is
typically a seasonally strong
quarter, as deal wins remain
soft, client decision-making
stays cautious, and discre-
tionary spending stays cur-
tailed amid macro uncer-
tainty, according to analysts.
Pricing pressure persists
as Al-led productivity pass-
through gets embedded into
renewals and new deals, ac-
cording to a note by HDFC
Securities.
“Q2 FY27 (estimated) tier-
1 growth is projected at -0.4
per cent to +2.0 per cent QoQ
CC and mid-tier companies
ranging from +0.6 per cent
to +6.3 per cent, partly aid-
ed by acquisitions,” said the
note. With Hi tracking be-
low expectations, the FY27
recovery rests on H2, which
includes the seasonally soft
furlough-impacted Q3, tem-
pering full-year expecta-
tions. Rupee depreciation,
operational efficiencies, and
elevated utilisation will off-
set the wage hikes impact,

IT sector 11ke1y to report
another muted quarter
amid global uncertainty

NEW DELHI, OCT 4

but Al-led deflation con-
cerns continue to weigh on
sector multiples, the note
said. Indian IT companies
maintain that direct Gen-Al
deployment by enterprises
remains difficult in complex,
regulatory-heavy brownfield
environments, keeping the
role of system integration
(SI) vendors critical.

The expected 6-7 per cent
deflation impact is being
offset by net-new Al-centric
deal wins, though conver-
sion remains slow. Growth
recovery is a function of ex-
ecution, as new deals are in-
creasingly outcome-driven,
pricing is agent-augmented,
and renewals come at a dis-
count, according to the note.
Valuations remain near his-
torical lows and FCF yields
stay attractive, it added.
With Q2 earnings expected
to be softer than Q1, market
sentiment is likely to remain
fragile. Indian equities are
likely to stay under pressure
in the near term as a record
global bond rout, renewed
strength in crude and the
heaviest foreign selling in six
months weigh on sentiment,
said analysts.

NEW DELHI, OCT 4

ndia’s economic growth re-

mains impressive, but policy-
makers and businesses must stay
vigilant against an increasingly
uncertain global environment
marked by geopolitical ten-
sions, shifting trade dynamics
and supply chain disruptions,
leading economists and policy
experts said on Sunday. Speak-
ing to TANS on the sidelines of
5th Kautilya Economic Conclave
2026 here, Washington D.C.-
based economist and business
expert Prof. Pravin Krishna said
the conference was taking place
at a particularly relevant time,
as the world grapples with mul-
tiple geopolitical and economic

You paid less than Re 1 for railway
Insurance. But what exactly did you buy?

for less than a rupee? Does the
Rs 10 lakh cover apply if some-
thing goes wrong during any
part of the journey? What hap-
pens if a passenger falls while
boarding, gets injured in a train
accident or needs to be hospi-
talised? And, perhaps more im-
portantly, what if they simply
fall sick on the train?

The answer is that thisis neither
a tiny version of health insur-
ance nor a general travel policy
that covers every mishap. Itis a
narrowly defined accident cov-
er linked to the railway journey
— and the difference between
the two matters. “Insurers is a
game of probability and insur-
ers distribute the risk of payout
by charging at a nominal price
because of high volume group
underwriting across millions of
railway passengers, where the
vast majority complete trips
safely without making claims,”
says Abhishek Kumar, Se-
bi-registered investment advis-
er and founder of Sahaj Money.
So, before you click that tiny
insurance box the next time
you book a ticket, it is worth
knowing what those less than a
ruppe insurance actually buys.

WHAT DOES A FEW

PAISE REALLY GET YOU?
The headline numbers are

striking. The optional railway
travel insurance can provide up
to Rs 10 lakh in case of acciden-
tal death or permanent total
disability. Permanent partial
disability can attract up to Rs
7.5 lakh, while hospitalisation
expenses for injuries can be
covered up to Rs 2 lakh. There
is also a provision of Rs 10,000
for transportation of mortal
remains. Insurance expert
Shilpa Arora, Co-founder and
COO of Insurance Samadhan,
describes it as an unusually
high-leverage product because
the premium is just less than a
rupee per passenger, inclusive
of taxes, while the potential
benefits run into lakhs. But the
word to remember here is “ac-
cidental”. “This policy can offer
cover running into lakhs of ru-
pees despite costing less than
Re 1,” Arora says. “It is not a
regular life or health insurance
policy.” And that one distinc-
tion explains most of the fine
print that follows.
HOW CAN A POLICY
COST LESS THAN A RU-
PEE AND STILL OFFER
LAKHS IN COVER?

The obvious question is: how
can an insurer potentially pay
Rs 10 lakh when the passenger
has paid only less than a rupee?

WHAT EXACTLY CAN
YOU CLAIM FOR?

has differ-
depending

The policy
ent benefits
on what happens to the

passenger. For acciden-
tal death, the maximum
benefit is Rs 10 lakh. Per-
manent total disability
can also attract up to Rs
10 lakh, while permanent
partial disability is cov-
ered up to Rs 7.5 lakh de-
pending on the nature and
extent of the disability. If
aninjury during a covered
event requires hospital-
isation, expenses can be
covered up to Rs 2 lakh.
There is also a Rs 10,000

£ §

beneflt tox\ ar ds t1ansp01-
tation of mortal remains
in case of death. Arora
says the cover should
therefore be understood
as a combination of acci-
dent-related death, disa-
bility and injury benefits
rather than as a conven-
tional medical insurance
policy.

The distinction is impor-
tant because hospitalisa-
tion being mentioned in
the policy does not mean
that every hospital bill
generated during a train

journey is automatically

covered. The hospitalisa-
tion benefit is linked to an
eligible injury.

The answer lies in the way this
cover is structured. It is not an
individual, year-long personal
accident policy. The insurance
is attached to a specific railway
journey, meaning the period for
which the insurer is exposed to
the risk is much shorter. There
is also the sheer scale of railway
travel. Millions of passengers
can opt for the cover, while only
a small proportion are expect-
ed to experience the specific
events covered by the policy.
The premium collected across
a very large pool helps insurers
spread that risk.

“Insurers is a game of proba-
bility,” Kumar says, explaining
that the low premium is pos-
sible because of high-volume
group underwriting across
millions of railway passengers,
most of whom complete their
journeys without making a
claim. Arora also points to the
short duration of the cover and
the large passenger pool as key
reasons why such a product
can be priced so cheaply. That
also explains why passengers
should not look at the Rs 10
lakh figure in isolation. Kumar
says consumers should view
the product “like a group acci-
dent cover rather than a com-
prehensive personal policy”.

The headline amount, he says,
should be understood as a fixed
benefit for specific catastroph-
ic events rather than flexible
financial protection. In simple
terms, you are not buying Rs
10 lakh worth of general insur-
ance protection for a few paise.
You are paying a tiny amount
for protection against a defined
set of events during a defined

journey.

WHAT IF YOU FALL
WHILE BOARDING THE
TRAIN?

This is where the policy be-
comes more relevant to an or-
dinary passenger. People tend
to associate railway accidents
with dramatic events such as
derailments or collisions. But
accidents can happen in less
dramatic ways too, particularly
around the act of getting on or
off a train. According to Kumar,
the policy covers injuries sus-
tained during a train accident,
derailment or designated “un-
toward incidents”, and explicit-
ly includes accidents occurring
while actively boarding or get-
ting off the train. “A passenger
is covered for injuries sustained
during a train accident, derail-
ment, or designated untoward
incidents but explicitly includes
accidents occurring while ac-

India’s growth story
remains strong despite global
uncertainties: Experts

challenges. "At one level, India's
been doing very, very well, right...
so, it's a testament, maybe, to the
good ways in which India's econ-
omy has been managed so far.
The growth rate was very high,
very impressive. That being said,
you still have a number of chal-
lenges that, some of which we're
already seeing, some that are on
the way, perhaps," he said. Prof.
Krishna said India's economic
performance in recent years has
been noteworthy and reflects the
success of the country's economic
management and policy frame-
work. However, he cautioned that
strong growth should not lead to
complacency, as several existing
and emerging challenges could
impact the economy in the future.

tively boarding or getting off
the train,” he says. If such an
incident results in eligible hos-
pitalisation, permanent disa-
bility or accidental death, the
relevant benefit under the pol-
icy can come into play.
That distinction matters be-
cause a passenger may assume
the insurance only applies
when there is a major accident
involving the train itself. The
cover can extend to certain in-
cidents connected with board-
ing, getting off and defined un-
toward incidents, subject to the
policy terms.
WHAT IF YOU FALL SICK
ON THE TRAIN?
This is perhaps where the big-
gest misunderstanding can
arise. Imagine a passenger
boards a train for a 20-hour
journey and wakes up the next
morning with a high fever.
Or someone suffers a medical
emergency unrelated to an acci-
dent. The fact that it happened
inside a train does not auto-
matically make it a claim under
railway travel insurance. “The
policy does not cover natural
deaths, pre-existing illnesses,
general sickness, suicides, self
inflicted injuries, or accidents
occurring outside the travel
date,” Kumar says.Arora sim-
ilarly stresses that this is not
regular health insurance. So a
passenger who falls ill during
the journey should not assume
that the railway policy will pay
for the treatment simply be-
cause the illness occurred while
travelling. This is where exist-
ing health insurance remains a
separate consideration, subject
to the terms of that policy.
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What Indian Students Want

Study Abroad: Safety, inclu-
sion, education quality and
career opportunities contin-
ue to shape students’ choices
as Canada navigates changing
visa and post-study work pol-
icies Canada continues to oc-
cupy an important place in the
global study-abroad landscape,

particularly among Indian
students. While changing visa
rules, tighter immigration pol-
icies, work-permit regulations
and uncertainty around post-
study employment have be-
come important considerations
for international students,
the fundamental reasons for

choosing a country for higher
education remain broader. A
recent survey by the Canadian
Bureau for International Edu-
cation (CBIE) provides an in-
sight into those priorities. The
findings suggest that students
are not looking at education in
isolation. The choice of destina-

tion is increasingly influenced
by a combination of academic
quality, career prospects, so-
cial environment, safety, cul-
tural diversity and the overall
experience of living and stud-
ying in a foreign country. The
CBIE's International Student
Survey, conducted in the fall of

2025, collected 21,918 respons-
es from international students
studying at 84 universities, col-
leges and polytechnic institu-
tions across Canada's 10 prov-
inces. Overall, 83 per cent of
respondents said Canada was
their destination of choice for
higher education. The findings

are particularly relevant for In-
dian students, who form one of
Canada's largest internation-
al student groups. The survey
shows that their decision-mak-
ing process has some distinct
characteristics compared with
students from other major in-
ternational education markets.

More Than Just ADegree

For students considering over-
seas education, the decision usually
begins with the academic value of a
programme but does not end there.
The survey indicates that students
attach considerable importance
to what happens outside the class-
room as well. Quality of education
and the international recognition
of Canadian qualifications remain
significant attractions. Students
also consider whether their chosen
programme can provide meaning-
ful employment opportunities and
whether the broader educational
experience can help them build
skills and professional networks.
For Indian students, these consid-
erations are particularly important
because studying abroad is often
viewed as a long-term investment
involving substantial tuition fees,
living expenses and travel costs.
The perceived value of the quali-
fication therefore extends beyond
the degree itself. Students want to
know whether the institution offers
programmes that match their inter-
ests and career plans, whether the
qualification is recognised interna-
tionally and whether the education
provides opportunities to develop
practical skills. This explains why
employability has emerged as an
important part of the international
education conversation. A degree
that provides access to work-in-
tegrated learning, internships or
industry exposure can be viewed
differently from a programme that
remains largely classroom-based.

t the same time, students are
increasingly examining the overall
cost of studying abroad. Tuition
fees, accommodation, transporta-
tion and living expenses can sig-
nificantly affect the final decision,
particularly for families funding
education from India.

Safety And Inclusion Matter
ToIndian Students

One of the more distinctive find-
ings of the survey relates to safety,
inclusion and cultural diversity.
For Indian students considering
Canada, these factors are among
the key considerations. The survey
indicates that this priority is shared
only with students from Iran among
the international groups examined.

This is significant because the
study-abroad decision is also a de-
cision about living in a different
social and cultural environment.
Students have to consider wheth-
er they will feel comfortable in
their new surroundings, whether
they can find communities with
diverse backgrounds and whether
they will be able to adapt to a new
society. Canada's multicultural
character has traditionally been an
important part of its international
education appeal. Indian students
arriving in Canadian cities can find
established Indian communities,
cultural associations, restaurants,
festivals and social networks. Such
familiarity can make the transition
to life abroad easier.

However, the survey also demon-
strates that students from different
countries do not necessarily ap-
proach the decision in the same
way. Chinese students identified
immigration pathways as their
leading consideration, while stu-
dents from Nigeria and the Philip-
pines placed greater emphasis on
employment opportunities. French
students, meanwhile, highlighted
research opportunities. These dif-
ferences underline an important
point: there is no single definition
of an attractive international edu-
cation destination. Students bring
different economic circumstances,
career objectives and expectations
to the decision.

Choosing The Institutionis A
DifferentDecision

Choosing Canada as a country
is only the first stage. Students
must then decide which university,
college or polytechnic institution
to attend. Here too, the survey re-
veals several important factors. At
the national level, 49 per cent of
respondents said programme offer-
ings influenced their choice of insti-
tution. This was followed by institu-
tional reputation or ranking, cited
by 42 per cent, and location, cited
by 41 per cent.Work-integrated
learning opportunities were men-
tioned by 32 per cent, while 29 per
cent said recommendations from
family or friends influenced their
institutional choice. The figures
demonstrate that reputation alone
does not determine where stu-

dents enrol. The actual availability
of a suitable course can be equally
important. For example, a student
interested in artificial intelligence,
engineering, biotechnology or busi-
ness may first identify institutions
offering specialised programmes
in those areas. Location and career
opportunities can then become de-
ciding factors. The role of location
is particularly relevant in a country
as geographically large as Canada.
Studying in Toronto, Vancouver,
Montreal or a smaller city can in-
volve very different costs, employ-
ment environments and lifestyles.

Word Of Mouth Still Carries

Weight

espite the growing influence of
digital platforms, rankings and
online information, personal rec-
ommendations remain an impor-
tant part of the decision-making
process. The survey found a notable
difference between rural and urban
students. Around 39 per cent of stu-
dents from rural communities said
recommendations from peers and
family influenced their choice of
institution. Among students from
urban areas, the corresponding fig-
ure was 24 per cent.This suggests
that the experiences of relatives,
friends and former students can
play a significant role in shaping
perceptions of Canadian institu-
tions. For families in India, study-
ing abroad is rarely an individual
financial decision. Parents and
relatives often participate in evalu-
ating universities, accommodation,
expenses and career prospects.
Someone who has already studied
in Canada can therefore become
an important source of practical in-
formation. Such recommendations
can cover matters that university
brochures may not fully explain:
accommodation costs, transpor-
tation, part-time work, weather,
campus life, community support
and the challenges of adjusting to a
new country.

The Post-Study
Work Question

For Indian students, the pos-
sibility of gaining professional
experience after graduation has
traditionally been an important
consideration when evaluating
Canada. The Post-Graduation Work

CanadaSeenAs
Welcoming

The survey also examined
students' perceptions of Ca-
nadian society and their ac-
tual study experience. About
80 per cent of respondents
nationally said they per-
ceived Canada as an inclusive
and welcoming country. An-
other 78 per cent said their
study experience in Canada
had met their expectations.
These findings are important
because the international ed-
ucation experience extends
well beyond the classroom. A
student's satisfaction can be
influenced by the quality of
teaching, relationships with
professors, campus facilities,
social life, accommodation
and their ability to partici-
pate in the wider community.
For international students,
the experience of belonging
can also affect their percep-
tion of the country.

A welcoming environment
can make it easier for stu-
dents to build friendships,
participate in campus activi-
ties and interact with people
from different cultural back-
grounds. At the same time,
perceptions can vary from
one student and institution
to another, meaning na-
tional-level survey findings
should not be interpreted as
an identical experience for
every international student.

Priorities Change With
TheLevel Of Study

The survey also highlights
an interesting difference
between undergraduate,
college and graduate stu-
dents. Undergraduate and
college students place sim-
ilar importance on location
and employability, with 45
per cent citing each factor.
For students entering high-
er levels of study, academic
and research considerations
become more prominent.
Among graduate students,
professor expertise was cited
by 50 per cent, while institu-
tional reputation was identi-
fied by 42 per cent.

Geography Also Shapes The Choice

Canada's provinces offer very different educa-
tional and lifestyle environments, and the survey
identifies some regional associations. British Co-
lumbia stands out for its natural environment,
while Ontario and Quebec are associated with
research opportunities. The Prairies and Atlantic
provinces are noted for affordability.These differ-
ences can influence the decision of students who
are comparing institutions across the country.The
choice between a major metropolitan centre and a

Permit (PGWP) framework pro-
vides eligible international grad-
uates with an opportunity to gain
work experience in Canada after
completing their studies, subject
to the applicable eligibility require-
ments and rules. This connection
between education and employ-
ment has made post-study work
opportunities an important part of
Canada's international education
proposition. However, internation-
al students also have to navigate a
changing policy environment. Visa
requirements, study permit rules,
work permissions and post-study
pathways can change, making it
important for prospective students
to check current government rules
rather than relying solely on older
experiences or advice from friends.
The survey itself reflects the broad-
er importance students place on
outcomes. For many families, the
value of studying overseas is closely
connected to what students can do
with their qualifications after grad-
uation.
Policy Changes Are Part Of
The Calculation

8

Canada's international educa-
tion sector has been undergoing
changes as the government seeks
to manage the number of interna-
tional students while maintaining
the country's position as an edu-
cation destination. For prospective
students, this means that choosing
Canada requires more than simply
comparing university rankings.
Students and families need to ex-
amine programme eligibility, tu-
ition fees, accommodation costs,
study permit requirements, work
rules and post-study options before
making a decision. Scholarships
and institutional partnerships can
also affect affordability and ac-
cess. Universities and colleges are
increasingly developing interna-
tional partnerships and support
mechanisms to attract students
and improve their experience. The
broader policy environment there-
fore forms an important part of the
study-abroad decision.
Technology Is Changing The

ApplicationProcess

Technology is also reducing some

of the practical barriers involved

smaller city can also affect the overall cost of stud-
ying abroad. Housing, transportation and daily
expenses can vary considerably by location. For
students and families working with a fixed budget,
affordability may therefore become as important
as the reputation of an institution.

At the same time, students seeking access to
particular industries may look more closely at the
local employment ecosystem. The result is that the
decision is often a combination of academic pro-
gramme, location, cost and career plans.

in applying to study abroad. Eng-
lish-language proficiency testing
is one area where digital platforms
have changed the process. The Du-
olingo English Test, for instance,
allows students to take an English
proficiency test online rather than
travelling to a physical testing cen-
tre. According to the information
provided with the survey findings,
the test costs Rs 6,000 and results
are usually available within 48
hours.

For students living outside major
cities, an online testing option can
reduce travel and scheduling diffi-
culties. It can also make the appli-
cation process more flexible.

However, students should al-
ways check the English-language
requirements of the specific insti-
tution and programme they are
applying to, as acceptance of a par-
ticular test can vary.

The Changing Meaning Of

‘Study Abroad’

The CBIE survey points to a
broader shift in the way students
evaluate international education.

Earlier, the decision could of-
ten be reduced to a few questions:
Which country has the best univer-
sities? How much does the course
cost? Can I get a visa?

Today, students appear to be
considering a wider range of fac-
tors. Safety, inclusion, programme
relevance, employability, research
opportunities, location, affordabili-
ty and the overall quality of life can
all influence the decision. For In-
dian students, the combination of
academic opportunities and social
environment appears particularly
significant. The emphasis on safe-
ty, inclusi on and cultural diversity
suggests that students are evaluat-
ing Canada not simply as a place to
obtain a qualification, but as a place
where they will spend several im-

portant years of their lives.
] |
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FOOTBALL

India U17 men
share spoils with
Myanmar in first friendly

3

THANYLIN (MAYANMAR): A spirited fight-
back saw a goal down India U17 men’s
national team restore parity and draw 1-1
with Myanmar in the first friendly match
at the StarCity Sports Club in Thanlyin,
Myanmar, on Sunday. The hosts opened
the scoreline through Aung Myat Thar in
the 42nd minute, before the Blue Colts
drew level from Dallalmuon Gangte's
penalty in the 73rd minute. After the
initial enthusiasm and exuberance
displayed by both sets of very eager
boys, it was Myanmar who took the lead
much against the run of play. Allowed a
deep run from the top of the box, Aung
Myat Thar’s first attempt was blocked by
defender Abhishek Kumar Mondal.

'There’s a little hit
of a blueprint in my
head to play ODIs": KL

NEW CHANDIGARH: Indian wicketkeeper
batter KL Rahul revealed that he has
formed a blueprint on batting in different
situations in ODls in his mind, which
helped him play an unbeaten knock of 129
runs against the West Indies in the third
ODI on Saturday. Rahul, who didn't get an
opportunity to bat in the first two match-
es, made the best use of the chance he
got in the final match of the three-match
series at the new PCA stadium and hit

his career-best score in 50-over cricket.
However, his effort was overshadowed by
West Indies captain Shai Hope’s unbeat-
en 162 as the visitors chased down the
target with 10 balls to spare.Rahul said he
spends considerable time thinking about
how he wants to approach his batting.

TENNIS

Vacherot stages another
comehack to stun Fils,
reaches Tokyo SF

TOKYO: Valentin Vacherot continued his
extraordinary run at the Kinoshita Group
Japan Open Tennis Championships on
Sunday, recovering from a breakdown
in both the opening and deciding sets

to defeat former champion Arthur Fils
7-5, 4-6, 6-4 and book his place in the
semi-finals. The Monegasque spent two
hours and 20 minutes battling through
another three-set contest, adding Fils

to a growing list of opponents he has
overcome through sheer resilience this
week. The 27-year-old had already
produced a major turnaround against
Stefanos Tsitsipas in the second round,
recovering from a set and a break behind
to advance. Against Fils, Vacherot again
refused to let an unfavourable position
dictate the outcome.

STADIUM
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Aichi-Nagoya Games End on a High Note for India

NAGOYA

The buses will stop running, accredita-
tion cards will soon become souvenirs,
and athletes rushing through airports will
once again replace the colourful chaos
of the past two weeks. The Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games have come to an end.

It was a simple farewell, much like the
opening ceremony. There was music, co-
lour, dancing, flags and athletes enjoying
perhaps their first opportunity in days to
simply breathe and take in what they had
achieved. For India, it was a closing night
filled with pride. Shooter Neeru Dhanda
led the Indian contingent as flagbearer,
carrying the Tricolour into the stadium af-
ter an exceptional campaign for the coun-
try. Yet her presence was just one part of a
much bigger Indian story.

India finished fourth in the medal table
with 85 medals — 21 gold, 27 silver and
37 bronze. China dominated the Games,
followed by Japan and South Korea, while
India’s medal haul once again highlighted
its growing presence across a wide range
of sports. And some of the loudest celebra-
tions came from a sport that needs little
introduction in India — cricket.

Cricket once again proved that its place
in the Asian Games is no longer mere-
ly symbolic. India’s men’s and women’s
teams both returned with gold medals.

The women’s team set the tone, man-
aging the pressure of being among the
competition’s biggest names and deliver-
ing when it mattered. The men’s team fol-
lowed with another gold, bringing India’s
cricket campaign to a close with two gold
medals. For Indian cricket, these were not

just two more medals on a crowded tally.

The Asian Games offered another re-
minder of how far the sport has reached
beyond its traditional boundaries—and of
the weight the Indian jersey carries even
outside the world’s biggest cricket tourna-
ments. For some Indian athletes, however,
there was no glamour attached to their
journey. There were early morning starts,
long journeys to venues and hours spent
waiting for competition. Some travelled
hundreds of kilometres simply to compete
for a medal that may never make the front
pages. Yet they kept showing up.

That perhaps became the defining char-
acteristic of India’s campaign. Archery
produced a stunning five gold medals.
Boxing added three golds, while wres-
tling contributed two. Hockey and ka-

baddi brought the familiar roar of team
triumphs, with both men’s and women’s
teams winning gold. Athletics again pro-
duced its share of drama, with India’s run-
ners and field athletes battling through
pressure and weather to add precious
medals.

Golf created history too, with Pranavi
Urs winning India’s first women’s individ-
ual Asian Games gold in the sport.

Shooting remained one of India’s stron-
gest medal-producing disciplines, while
weightlifting, badminton, squash, row-
ing, table tennis, sailing, wushu, kurash,
MMA, soft tennis and other sports also
contributed to the final tally. The numbers
tell one story. The athletes tell another.

Behind India’s 21 gold, 27 silver and 37
bronze medals are stories of athletes who

trained for years for a few minutes of com-
petition. Some arrived as favourites and
delivered. Others arrived almost unno-
ticed and left as household names.

Japan's difficult fortnight

Away from the competition venues, Ai-
chi-Nagoya was rarely free from criticism.
Transport became a recurring frustration.
So did the distances between venues. The
absence of a traditional athletes’ village
created its own challenges, while sparse
crowds at some events did little to create
the atmosphere usually associated with
the Asian Games.

For journalists, photographers and
support staff, travelling between venues
sometimes became an event in itself. Ja-
pan, a country known for precision and
efficiency, was therefore under an unusu-
ally bright spotlight. But the Games also
showed the other side of the story.

Despite the problems, competitions
were completed. Athletes competed. Med-
als were won. Records were broken. And,
eventually, the closing ceremony arrived.
That is perhaps the fairest way to judge a
sporting event. Not everything went ac-
cording to plan. But the sport survived the
imperfections. And in the end, that is what
the athletes will remember. Soon, the ven-
ues will become quiet again. The banners
will come down. The temporary signs will
disappear. The medal ceremonies will be-
come photographs on athletes’ phones.

For India, the 85 medals will remain in
the record books. But the memories will
be more personal. A victory celebrated
with teammates. A defeat followed by a
hug. A coach wiping away tears.

PM Modi praises
Indian contingent,
says performances

brought 'immense joy'
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sun-
day congratulated the Indian contingent
for its performance at the Asian Games
2026, praising the athletes for repre-
senting the country with determination,
passion and remarkable sporting spirit.

India finished the Aichi-Nagoya
Games in fourth position with 85 med-
als, including 21 gold, 27 silver and 37
bronze, in what became the country’s sec-
ond-highest medal haul in the history of
the Asian Games.

“As the Asian Games 2026 draw to a
close, my compliments to every member of
the Indian contingent for representing our
nation with determination, passion and
remarkable sporting spirit,” PM Modi
wrote on X.

The Prime Minister congratulated the
country’s medal winners and said their
performances had brought immense joy
to the nation. “Congratulations to all our
medal winners, whose performances
have brought immense joy to the na-
tion,” he wrote.

PM Modi also hoped that the perfor-
mances in Aichi-Nagoya would inspire
greater achievements in the coming
years and help strengthen India’s sport-
ing ecosystem at the grassroots level.

Union Min Scindia
congratulates Pranavi, recalls

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Communications and Devel-
opment of North Eastern Region Jyotiraditya
Scindia congratulated golfer Pranavi Urs over a
video call on Sunday after her historic gold med-
al-winning performance at the Asian Games
2026, recalling the time he had played alongside
her when she was still in school.

Pranavi created history by becoming the first
Indian woman golfer to win an individual gold
medal at the Asian Games after producing a
composed final-round performance at the Ka-
sugai Country Club East Course. She finished
the four-round competition at 15-under 265,
shooting an even-par 70 in the final round to
clinch the gold despite a difficult start that saw
her card a triple bogey on the third hole.

Union Minister Scindia spoke to Pranavi over
avideo call following her landmark achievement
and praised her for the perseverance, hard work,
and composure that helped her produce a mem-
orable performance. "Congratulations, unbe-
lievable, so happy, amazing, amazing, amazing,
amazing feat. Very well done," the Union Minis-
ter told Pranavi.

Union Minister Scindia then recalled meeting
Pranavi during the Madras India Golf Tour-
nament when she was still a school student. "I
remember seeing you and playing with you at
the Madras India Golf Tournament years, years,
years ago. I was still in school," Pranavi said,
to which Scindia replied, "Yeah, you were still
in school." The Minister said it was special to
witness Pranavi's journey from those early days

her journey from school to gold

to becoming an Asian Games champion. "I re-
member it was unbelievable. But I was also so, so
happy to have had the Madhavrao Scindia Foun-
dation being a part of your journey and really,
really feel honoured, if I may say so, to have been
a part of that journey," he said.

Pranavi also helped India win the women's
team silver alongside Aditi Ashok and Diksha
Dagar, giving the country its first medal in the
women's team event at the Asian Games. Re-
flecting on the team achievement, Pranavi said
she was confident that the trio would win a med-
al.

"Aditi and Diksha are great players. They're
phenomenal. And I was really excited that I was
teaming up with them. I knew for sure we were
going to get a medal because we're obviously the
top three best female golfers in the country. And
I just knew that we were going to get a medal,"
she said.

Union Minister Scindia also asked Pranavi
what message she would give to young athletes
beginning their sporting journeys.

"I think just to go out there and have fun. And
I'think that's always been my thing, to just go out
there, have fun and be patient. Obviously, prac-
tice every day, be dedicated and stay motivated,"
she said. The Indian women's team, comprising
Pranavi, Aditi and Diksha, finished with a total
of 14-under 546 across four rounds to secure the
silver medal.

Union Minister Scindia congratulated Prana-
vi, her parents, coaches and everyone who had
supported her journey, while wishing the Asian
Games champion continued success.

China Open: Djokovic fights back
to beat Zverev and reach semifinals

BEIJING

Novak Djokovic produced another
trademark comeback as the six-time
champion fought past top seed Alex-
ander Zverev 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 to reach
the China Open semifinals and main-
tain his unbeaten record at the ATP
500 tournament. This was Djokov-
ic's first time playing in Beijing since
2015, and he was taken to the limit by
Zverev, who was the reigning cham-
pion at the French Open and the US
Open when he entered the match.

The German began more strongly,
using his power to disturb Djokovic
and thus won the first set 6—4. Nev-
ertheless, the Serbian soon found his
rhythm and started to take control of
the match away from the top seed.

The decisive point occurred to-
wards the end of the second set.
When the score was tied at 4-4,
Djokovic increased his performance
and broke Zverev's serve in the 10th
game before then serving to win the
set and level the match.

They were closely matched in the
final set, neither of them being able
to gain a clear advantage. Yet Djokov-
ic, as before, showed his best tennis
when it was most important.

With the score at 4-4, the Serbian
managed to break Zverev's serve and
thus achieved the deciding break. He
then stayed calm enough to serve out
the match and thus secured a victory
4-6, 6-4, 6-4.

This victory extended Djokovic's
unbeaten record at the China Open
and placed him in the semifinals as
he carries on his attempt to win a
seventh title at the tournament.

This win also marked his first
encounter with Zverev in almost
16 months; their previous meeting
had taken place at Roland Garros in

2025, where Djokovic won in four
sets.

The most recent tournament once
more showed off the 24-time Grand
Slam champion's capacity to perform
under pressure, even though his sea-
son had been disrupted by physical
problems.

For Zvereyv, that loss brought to an
end another chance of boosting his
bid for the world No. 1 ranking. At the
same time, Djokovic is still on track
to win his seventh China Open title
and is also aiming for his first victory
of the year.

'Hats off to you, Cris": Zidane hails
Ronaldo amid Portugal controversy

PARIS

France head coach Zinedine Zidane
has thrown his support behind Cris-
tiano Ronaldo amid the controversy
surrounding the Portuguese for-
ward’s recent departure from the na-
tional team camp, insisting that the
veteran deserves recognition for his
remarkable career.

Ronaldo has found himself at the
centre of attention after leaving Por-
tugal’s camp ahead of their Nations
League fixtures following reported
differences with the team manage-
ment. The incident has once again
raised questions over the 41-year-

old’s international future. However,
Zidane, who worked closely with Ron-
aldo during his hugely successful spell
as Real Madrid coach, offered an em-
phatic defence of his former player and
highlighted the impact the Portuguese
star had on the Spanish giants.

Under Zidane, Real Madrid
achieved an unprecedented run of
three consecutive UEFA Champi-
ons League titles between 2016 and
2018, with Ronaldo playing a deci-
sive role in the club’s European dom-
inance. "Cristiano Ronaldo made me
win incredible trophies. Hats off to
you, Cris. We must salute his great
career the right way. I was lucky to

Kuldeep wins Impact Player of the Series
award after ODI series win over the WI

NEW CHANDIGARH

Left-arm wrist-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav was named the winner
of Tmpact Player of the Series'
award following India's 2-1 ODI
series victory over the West In-
dies. He earned high praise from
team physiotherapist Yogesh Par-
mar for putting his body on the
line and achieving major mile-
stones throughout the leg.
Kuldeep emerged as the lead-
ing wicket-taker in the three-
match series by picking seven
scalps, including a four-wicket
haul in Thiruvananthapur-
am. He also became the fast-
est Indian spinner to cross the
200-wicket milestone in men’s

ODIs. “First of all, congratu-
lations for winning the series.
The award goes to someone
who has consistently performed
throughout the series. He has
also got 200 wickets in ODI for-
mat. So that's another achieve-
ment and he is also the highest
wicket taker for this series.

“As we discussed, he has al-
ways stood up and performed

exceptionally well and he has
always put his body on the line
and this award goes to Kuldeep
Yadav,” Parmar said in a video
posted on BCCI’s social media ac-
counts on Sunday.

Accepting the honour, Kuldeep
credited senior batters — cap-
tain Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli,
wicketkeeper-batter KL Rahul,
and Rohit Sharma for setting up
matches with the bat, while re-
flecting on the preparatory camp
in Thiruvananthapuram helping
him hit peak rhythm ahead of the
series. “Firstly, congratulations
for the series win. A lot of credit
goes to Shubhi, Virat bhai, KL
bhai and Rohit bhai, especially

with the bat.
L] |

have him with me. I have a lot of
respect for all my players and espe-
cially for Cristiano,” Zidane said in a
press conference.

Zidane is now focused on a new
chapter in his managerial career
after taking charge of the France
national team. His start with Les
Bleus has been encouraging, with
away victories against Turkey and
Belgium, along with a home draw
against Italy in Paris. The former
France captain also reflected on how
his responsibilities have changed
since moving from the daily de-
mands of club football to the inter-
national game.

Rybakina withdraws from Wuhan Open due to injury

WUHAN

World No. 1 Elena Rybakina has with-
drawn from the upcoming Dongfeng
Voyah Wuhan Open due to injury, the
tournament organisers announced, a
day after the Kazakh was knocked out
of the China Open by World No. 118 Ali-
na Charaeva.

Rybakina, who was beaten by Char-
aeva in three sets in the second round
in Beijing, was scheduled to return to
action at the Wuhan Open, where she
reached the quarterfinals last year. She
is now expected to make her next ap-
pearance at the Ningbo 500, where she
is the defending champion.

Apologising to fans who had been ex-
pecting to see her compete in Wuhan,
Rybakina said she would take time
away from competition to recover.

“I'm very sorry to the fans who were
looking forward to seeing me play. I'll

take some time to rest and recover.
Thank you for your understanding and
continued support. See you next year,”
Rybakina said in an Instagram story.

The 2025 US Open champion has
been managing a lingering lower-leg
and foot injury over the past few
months. The issue forced her to retire

during her Cincinnati quarterfinal
against Iga Swiatek.

Rybakina then managed to recover
in time to take part in the US Open,
where she won her third Grand Slam
title; during her campaign in New York
she also became World No. 1 and the
first singles player to qualify for the
WTA Finals in Indian Wells.

She pulling out is adding to the in-
creasing number of players who have
failed to take part in the Wuhan Open,
Amanda Anisimova, Madison Keys,
Emma Navarro and Karolina Pliskova
having also withdrawn before the tour-
nament.

The Wuhan Open will take place
from October 12 to 18 and will be the
last event of the WTA Tour Driven by
Mercedes-Benz 1000 in the season.
Rybakina will now focus on the Ningbo
500 as she aims to keep in good fitness
for the final part of the season.
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Raaka Gets ! Ranabaali vs

ASTWO Part 1 |- Rashmlka Buzz?
trategy?

jjay Deverakonda and Rashmika reunited on the silver
I screen for the film Ranabaali. Directed by Rahul Sankrit-

yan, the film is billed as a period drama. From the first look

I to the recently released Endhayya Saami song, the film has generat-

1lu Arjun-Atlee’s ambitious film Raaka is once again mak- ed a lot of positive buzz. The team is now focusing more on
ALng headlines, this time over its release strategy. The big- promotions, and the lead pair is sharing
udget project has generated massive curiosity ever since I details through promotional
it was announced, and fans are eagerly waiting for more updates. I in - terviews.  How-

According to industry buzz, the makers are discussing whether to ever, the lead
make the film a two-part franchise. If the team decides to split the pair is being
story into two parts, the first installment could hit screens in 2027. criticized for

However, if Atlee chooses to tell the entire story in a single film, the promoting
release may be pushed to 2028. It will be interesting to see how At- them-
lee plans to divide the story into two parts, if the makers eventually selves
opt for that strategy. Equally intriguing is whether the team will more

than the
film. Already, team Ranabaali is facing criticism that the film’s lead pair
is not available to the regional media and is focusing on honoring pro-
motional interviews with Hindi and Tamil journalists and YouTubers.
The limited availability of Vijay and Rashmika to the Telugu people
is being discussed on social media. That said, Vijay and Rashmika
have already given an interview to Suma, and more are in the pipe-
line. Interestingly, since it is a period film, director Rahul is try-
ing to prepare the audience beforehand. In the process, they are
releasing special documentaries about the film, while Vijay and
Rashmika are also sharing a lot in their interviews. However, an
opinion is emerging on social media that both Vijay and Rash-
mika are talking more about themselves and their personal

follow the emerging trend of releasing both installments with
a very short gap, a strategy that has gained attention follow-
ing the su ccess of Dhurandhar and its sequel plans. The
speculation gained more attention after Atlee was recently
asked about the release date of Raaka. The star director
responded in his trademark style, saying, “Even my pro-
ducer hasn’t asked me yet. We will announce it soon.”
While Atlee did not reveal any concrete details, his re-
sponse has only increased curiosity among fans. The
director is known for delivering large-scale entertain-

ers, and expectations are sky-high for Raaka. At the
moment, the makers are focused on planning the film

in the best possible way. Whether it arrives as a single
epic film or a two-part saga remains to be seen. Until

1 lives than about their experiences during the film’s shoot or
an official announcement is made, fans will have ‘ offering more insights into the world of Ranabaali. Following
to wait patiently. | their wedding, Ranabaali marks Vijay and Rashmika’s first

film together. Naturally, the film has generated considerable
curiosity. At the same time, fans are eager to know more about
their personal lives, given their star status. While sharing per-
sonal insights naturally attracts more attention, there needs to
be a balance so that the film receives its due attention. Even if
they spend only a few moments discussing their personal lives,
those conversations tend to overshadow the rest of the discus-
sion about the film. Ranabaali hits screens on October 16th.

an Drishyam 3 N

it 500 Crore?

jay Devgn’s Drishyam 3 has opened to a sensational

Aesponse at the box office and is already creating new
ecords across the Hindi market. The suspense thrill-

er has taken a flying start and is showing strong momentum
over its opening weekend. The film collected around 95 crore
on its first day. On day two, it added another 80 crore, taking
its two-day total to an impressive 175 crore worldwide. With
strong bookings and positive word of mouth, the film is expected
to cross the 250 crore mark by the end of its first weekend. The
biggest strength of Drishyam 3 appears to be its acceptance in the
Hindi belt. Audiences have responded positively to the film’s twists,
performances, and emotional drama. The franchise also enjoys a
loyal fan base, which is helping the film pull crowds to theatres. Trade
experts feel that if the movie continues this momentum over the next
few weeks, the 500 crore milestone could become a realistic target. Such
a feat would place Drishyam 3 among the biggest Bollywood hits in recent
years. The coming weekdays will be crucial. If collections remain steady and
the film continues to attract family audiences, the thriller could enjoy a long and
profitable run at the box office. For now, Drishyam 3 has clearly emerged as one
of the biggest success stories of the year.

Lokesh's
Dream Project |;
Takes Shape?

okesh Kanagaraj is one of the o ¢ s T T
I top filmmakers in the country ,ﬁﬂ 3 e 8
hose popularity has spread to J 4
the North. Aamir Khan made a cameo in
Lokesh’s Coolie, and at the time, the Hin- |
di actor confirmed a collaboration with
Lokesh. The project has reportedly been
in discussion for quite some time, but the
latest reports say Lokesh is now in touch
with Akshay Kumar. With fresh reports
surfacing in the media, there are specula-
tions that Lokesh is reconsidering the lead t‘
actor choice for his dream project in Bol-
lywood. Lokesh also wants to make a film
in Hindi, and Aamir Khan is under consid-
eration for the project. However, the latest
developments suggest Lokesh is in discus-
sions with Akshay Kumar, along with a top
producer and writer. This has fueled rum-
ors that Lokesh may be changing his mind
and replacing Aamir Khan with Akshay
Kumar in the project he has in mind. But a
few reports say that both projects could be different. While
Lokesh is reportedly determined to do a film with Aamir
Khan, the director is also showing interest in working with
Akshay Kumar. We hear that Lokesh plans to collaborate
with Akshay, but it is unclear whether it will be his direc-
torial project or one he wants to supervise. Lokesh may
also want to work on two Hindi films simultaneously. On
the work front, Lokesh made his acting debut with DC
recently and will next direct Allu Arjun.

hogi, starring Charming Star
BSharwa, presents a raw and
intense world. Directed by
Sampath Nandi, this period action dra-
ma takes a different approach. Instead
of a regular commercial introduction,
the teaser takes us into a rugged village
filled with strong characters, emotions
and growing conflict. Kammari Ganga is
abducted by the landlords. His girl warns
them that there will be serious conse-
quences if anything happens to him. At the
same time, the village’s fate is connected to
a devotional ritual, adding an interesting and
traditional touch to the story. The final warn-
ing about nine steps, a sword and the blood
of enemies creates the teaser’s most powerful
moment and hints at the ruthless battle ahead.
Bhogi looks different from a regular period ac-
tion film. Sampath Nandi appears to have mixed
village life, emotions and powerful action with a
realistic period setting. The rustic village back-
drop also plays an important role in creating the
film’s mood and atmosphere. Sharwa undergoes
a striking transformation for the role, with his
mass appearance and natural mannerisms mak-
ing him look completely at home in this world.
His intense dialogues in authentic Telangana
slang further define his character as a man driven
by pride, anger and an uncompromising sense of
justice. Anupama Parameswaran’s makeover also
fits seamlessly into the setting, with her character
appearing to have an important role in the pro-
ceedings. Dimple Hayathi is the other leading
lady. Kishor Kumar’s cinematography captures
the village and its surroundings with a convinc-
ing period backdrop, while Bheems Ceciroleo’s
intense score amplifies the mood and energy of
the visuals. The lavish production values from
KK Radhamohan under Sri Sathya Sai Arts add
further weight to the film’s ambitious scale. The
teaser has significantly built prospects around
Bhogi. More than just showcasing action, it offers
a glimpse into an intense and uncompromising
world, where powerful characters, deep-rooted
emotions and fierce conflicts appear to drive the
narrative.

Hehah s Traditional Gharm

Hebah Patel marked Gandhi Jayanti wavy hair completed the elegant styling, while

with a graceful traditional look that  her confident pose against the brown backdrop

has fans talking. The actress pickeda  made the photoshoot stand out. On the work
green and peach striped anarkali with delicate  front, Hebah had a tough year as her films Repu
floral prints, featuring a sequin embroidered Udayam 10 Gantalaku and Harudu failed to im-
neckline and thin straps. She draped a match-  press at the box office. However, she has exciting
ing green dupatta with a beautifully embellished  projects lined up, including the Tamil film Aadya
border over her arms, adding a regal touch tothe  and the Kannada movie Rudra Kaala, which
outfit. Chandelier earrings, golden flats and soft ~ could turn her luck around.
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