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Telangana’s Education
Sector to Compete with the World

Revanth Reddy-led government gives top

priority to education

Teachers are the architects of
future generations

Teachers must contribute to the goal of
building a $3 trillion economy by 2047
Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka
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Hyderabad, October
13: Deputy Chief Min-
ister Bhatti Vikramarka
said that education is the
key to overcoming social
and economic inequalities
and achieving progress
across all sectors of socie-
ty. He stated that the state
government is giving the

highest priority to educa-

tion by allocating substan-
tial funds and introducing
revolutionary reforms. He
added that the govern-
ment is working towards
preparing Telangana’s stu-
dents to compete with the
rest of the world.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

“All Protests Are One!” The
India Bloc Locks Arms, Names
Its Targets, And Leaves The
Nation Guessing With Three
Words: “That Is A Surprise!”

Gandhi declaring a single protest with a single mission, naming
those he holds responsible, and refusing to reveal the next move.

Centre clears LB Nagar

elevated corrldor

Hyderabad, Oct.13: The Tel-
angana government has secured the
Centre’s in-principle support for sev-
eral key road infrastructure projects
aimed at easing traffic congestion,
reducing travel time and improving
connectivity between rural areas and
urban centres across the State.

Minister for Roads & Buildings
and Cinematography Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy, along with Minister
Jupally Krishna Rao, MP Mallu Ravi,
Government Whip Beerla Ilaiah, of-
ficials of the Union Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways (MoRTH)
and State officials, met

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 »
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Rs. 596 crore
profit share
for Singareni
workers

Hyderabad, Oct.13:
The Telangana government
has announced a festive
bonanza for Singareni coal
mine workers on the occa-
sion of Dasara. Deputy Chief
Minister and Finance Min-
ister Bhatti Vikramarka an-
nounced that each perma-
nent employee of Singareni
Collieries Company Limited
(SCCL) would receive an av-
erage profit-sharing amount
of ¥1,53,912.

Addressing a media con-
ference at Praja Bhavan on
Tuesday, along with IT and
Industries Minister Duddil-

Amit Shah predicts
crushing defeat for

Rahul Gandhi in 2029
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New Delhi, October 13: Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on Tues-
day predicted a massive victory for
the BJP-led National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) in the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections, warning Leader of the Op-
position Rahul Gandhi and INDIA
bloc leaders to prepare for another
crushing defeat. Taking a sharp dig at
the Congress, Shah claimed that the
party was heading towards its fourth
consecutive defeat in the general elec-
tions. He also accused the Opposition
of attempting to protect infiltrators by
opposing the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls.

“I want to tell Rahul Gandhi that
the people of this country have fully
understood your strategy of shielding
infiltrators under the guise of the SIR,
and they will no longer fall for your
ruses,” Shah said, expressing confi-
dence that the NDA would secure a
massive majority in 2029.

The Home Minister's remarks
came after INDIA bloc leaders, Op-
position MPs, student organisations
and civil society representatives held
a high-tea meeting at Rahul Gandhi's
residence in New Delhi on Tuesday

Hyderabad, Oct.13: Striking di-
rectly at defaulting rice millers, the
Telangana Civil Supplies department
has invoked the stringent Revenue Re-
covery (RR) Act to attach assets and
auction machinery of millers with-
holding Custom Milled Rice (CMR) or
paddy. Addressing field officers during
an intensive legal and tactical train-
ing session on Tuesday, M. Stephen
Raveendra, Commissioner of Civil
Supplies & Ex-Officio Principal Secre-
tary, issued firm directives to Deputy
Tahsildars (DTs). He assured officers
across three batches of complete sys-
temic protection to perform their en-
forcement duties strictly and without

Fight!

Rahul’s Sunehri Bagh Tea Turns Into The Opposition’s War Room!

n Tuesday, 13 October 2026, at 4:00 PM, Rahul Gandhi hosted
INDIA bloc leaders, Opposition MPs, student bodies and civil
society at 5, Sunehri Bagh Road, a day after the March for De-
mocracy and a joint Supreme Court petition on the Special In- :
tensive Revision of voter rolls. The leaders then faced the press as one, with fear.

To enforce compliance, the depart-
ment has integrated technology into
its operations with the newly launched

Home Minister accuses Congress of shielding

infiltrators; says NDA will secure massive majority

afternoon. The meeting was part of
the Opposition's efforts to coordinate
its political response to issues sur-
rounding electoral rolls and the SIR
exercise. Shah also questioned the
Opposition's strategy of organising
protests and media events, alleging
that such activities would not help the
Congress win public confidence.

“You cannot win the trust of the na-

tion's people through

CUNTINUEI] ONPAGE2 >

"  Govtlo attach assets of rice millers

D ~defaulting on CMR

Physical Verification (PV) mobile app.
Field teams will conduct surprise
stock checks every Wednesday to
catch defaulters off-guard and assem-
ble airtight legal cases supported by
digital evidence while adhering to the
principles of natural justice. Following
the training, practical mock tests were
conducted to prepare officers for field
execution. The department’s training
program will next extend to District
Civil Supplies Officers (DCSOs) and
District Managers (DMs) to ensure
unified statewide enforcement. Reaf-
firming its commitment to safeguard-
ing the public treasury, the depart-
ment reiterated that every paisa owed
will be recovered—whether through
cash, paddy, or rice—and any attempt
to defraud the system will face swift
action under the RR Act.

Don't give it a chance.

* Don't let them ruin your structures
* Don't let them waste your money
* Don't let them risk your dignity

If you give a chance to poor-quality cement, the quality of
your life is what you risk. Many may take a chance. But
once you give it, you may never get another.

Trust is never built by chance. It becomes a part of life over
time.
So don't risk your dreams on uncertainty.

TRUST. LEGACY. FOREVER.

Public Fed Up With Opposition Drama

New Delhi, Oct.13: Union Minister G.
Kishan Reddy on Tuesday claimed that the
public was disgusted by the theatrics staged
by the Congress party and its allies in Delhi
over the past week under the guise of protests.
He alleged that the Congress party leader Ra-

la Sridhar Babu, the Depu-
ty Chief Minister said that
38,737 permanent employ-
ees would benefit from the
decision. In addition, 29,717
contract workers would re-
ceive abonus of 5,500 each.
Bhatti Vikramarka said the

sition leaders were behaving in a truly deplor-
able manner in the name of democracy and
added that Rahul Gandhi had forgotten his
stature and stooped to a very low level while
noting that the people of the country are ob-
serving this.

For more than a decade, we have shared a relationship
built on trust. A trust not created in a day, nor by chance.

Powered by advanced German technology, robotic quality
control, and all-day strength - we continue to lead the field
with confidence.

hul Gandhi, the Congress party, the Commu-
nists and other opposition parties were mis-
using the democratic rights guaranteed by the
Constitution to create anarchy in the country.
Addressing a press conference , he said that
they were attempting to tarnish the nation’s

reputation and added that they were the oppo-

Jagan Holds Key Talks on Local Polls

< Discussions on

elections. He held discussions

“In the past, they staged high drama in Par-
liament demanding the Lok Sabha Speaker’s
resignation only to become a laughingstock.
Later, they demanded the resignation of Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.
Now, they are speaking irresponsibly,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

and municipalities across the

government had decided to
distribute 34 per cent of Sin-
gareni’s profits among work-
ers, continuing the practice
followed in previous years.

As an example, he cited the

candidate selection with party leaders from 11:00  state, these issues formed a  case of Sashikala, a former cor-
and election a.m. until 7:30 p.m. The talks = major part of the discussions. porator from Visakhapatnam
preparedness focused on candidate selection Against the backdrop of  who, according to him, belongs

Detailed consultations
with party regional
coordinators, district
presidents, and parlia-

2
<

mentary observers conducted district-wise, with ~ mis i i
- X governance over the past  ister Chandrababu Naidu for
Y.S. Jagan holding direct dis- two and a half years before following what he described LEADER IN ALL DAYS STRENGTH
TADEPALLY, OCTOBER 13 cussions with the respective  selecting strong candidates.  as wrongful practices, arguing

Former Chief Minister and
YSR Congress Party (YSRCP)
president Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy once again held exten-
sive discussions with senior
party leaders in preparation
for the upcoming local body

and strategies to effectively
contest the elections, involv-
ing the party’s regional coor-
dinators, district presidents,
and parliamentary party ob-
servers. The meetings were

regional coordinators, district
presidents, and parliamentary
observers.

He offered several sugges-
tions on selecting candidates
and preparing to face the elec-
tions. With reservations final-
ized for various corporations

what the party describes as
“Red Book rule” and wide-
spread lawlessness in the state,
Jagan instructed party leaders
to carefully assess the prevail-
ing conditions and the alleged

He emphasized the need to ex-
ercise caution in the selection
process.

He alleged that officials were
being pressured to engage in
irregularities concerning caste
certificates and no-dues certif-
icates for proposed candidates.

to a Scheduled Caste (SC), but
was allegedly issued a certif-
icate identifying her as an OC
Kapu. He said this illustrated
the alleged irregularities.
Jagan criticized Chief Min-

that by the time affected can-
didates fought such decisions
and obtained relief, the elec-
tion period could already be
over. He also urged party lead-
ers to remain vigilant in agency
areas and asked

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >
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Planned Power Shutdown in
Gachibowli Sub-Division Tomorrow

6-Hour Supply Interruption Announced for Huda Colony,
Shantinagar, and Nearby Areas Due to 33kV Line Works

N

Medchal-Malkajgiri,
October 13: The Telangana
Southern Power Distribution
Company Limited (TGSPD-
CL) has issued an official no-
tice informing residents of a
scheduled power supply inter-
ruption in parts of the Gachi-
bowli sub-division tomorrow,
Wednesday, October 14, 2026.
The temporary shutdown
is necessitated by essential
stringing work being carried
out on the 33kV transmission
lines to strengthen the local
power infrastructure and en-
sure long-term grid reliability.

The planned power out-
age will affect two major 11kV
feeders simultaneously, with
the disruption scheduled to
last for a duration of six hours
from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

The first affected network is the
11kV Huda Colony feeder, which
will remain shut down during
the specified six-hour window,
directly impacting consumers
residing in Huda Colony, Chan-
danagar, and along Church
Road. The second impacted
network is the 11kV Shantinagar
feeder, which will also undergo
maintenance from 10:00 AM
to 4:00 PM, affecting residents

and establishments located in

SPECIAL
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Centre Directs States to Ensure

the Shantinagar Timber Depot
and the Gangaram area.

Local authorities and the
office of the Assistant Divi-
sional Engineer (ADE/Oper-
ation/Gachibowli) advise all
residents, commercial estab-
lishments, and businesses sit-
uated within these designated
zones to plan their daily activ-
ities ahead of time and com-
plete crucial electricity-de-
pendent tasks before 10:00
AM. Citizens requiring further
information, clarification, or
emergency assistance during
the outage window can reach
out directly to the ADE Op-
erations office at 8712469628
or contact the 24x7 TGSPDCL
central customer service help-
line by dialing 1912.

The Union Government has direct-
ed all states and Union Territories to
ensure that hospitals and other clini-
cal establishments prominently dis-
play the charges for their medical ser-
vices and facilities. The move is aimed
at improving transparency in health-
care billing and helping patients and
their families understand the likely
cost of treatment before services are
provided. Union Health Secretary
Punya Salila Srivastava has written to
the Chief Secretaries of all states and
Union Territories, asking them to re-
view compliance with the applicable
rules and issue necessary directions to
hospitals. The Centre has emphasised
that the responsibility for implement-
ing and enforcing these requirements
rests with the respective state and Un-
ion Territory authorities.

Under the existing healthcare reg-
ulations, hospitals must display the
rates charged for every type of service
and the facilities they provide at a
clearly visible and easily accessible lo-
cation. The information must be made
available in both English and the rel-

evant local language so that patients
and their attendants can understand
the charges without difficulty.

The directive is expected to help pa-
tients make informed healthcare deci-
sions, plan their medical expenses and
avoid unexpected costs. Transparent
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Hospitals Display Treatment Charges

HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 13 rate cards may also reduce confusion
during hospital billing and minimise
disputes, complaints and disagree-
ments between healthcare providers
and patients. The Centre has further
asked hospitals, wherever applicable,
to display treatment package rates
for foreign patients visiting India on
Medical or Ayush Visas. In states and
Union Territories where the central
Clinical Establishments Act does not
apply, authorities have been asked to
use their existing regulatory frame-
works to ensure that hospitals disclose
their charges. The latest instruction
reinforces
quirements rather than introducing
a new system of price regulation. Its
success will depend on regular moni-
toring, inspections and strict action by
state and Union Territory authorities
against hospitals that fail to display
the prescribed information.

existing disclosure re-

Centre clears LB Nagar

CONTINUATION FROM PAGE 1

Amit Shah predicts

»FROM PAGE 1

fabricated media events and Jhooth Ki
Goonj’,” he said, criticising the Opposition for
mobilising workers from multiple parties for
demonstrations in the national capital. Argu-

Fight!

Rahul’s Sunehri Bagh Tea Turns Into The Opposition’s War Room!

BY C. SUBRAHMANYAM

The tea was a table, and the table
was a strategy. When parties that
usually compete for the same chair
sit around the same cup, Delhi's
corridors take notice. Consider the
guest list. Sonia Gandhi arrived.
Mallikarjun Kharge was present.
Tejashwi Yadav of the RJD, D Raja
of the CPI, MA Baby of the CPI(M)
and Mahua Moitra of the TMC filled
the rooms. Student leaders from
AISA and civil society voices took
their places beside them. Yes, this
was not a drawing room reception
and should be considered as a mus-
ter roll.

And what brought them togeth-
er? The Opposition's charge, which
it has carried to the Election Com-
mission, to the President and now to
the Supreme Court: that the Special
Intensive Revision of the electoral
rolls has led to large-scale deletions
and irregularities that strike at the
root of the ballot. The Election Com-
mission will have its say in the prop-
er forum, and that is how a democ-
racy settles such matters. But the
Opposition's case is on the record,
and it is loud.

On Monday, thousands marched
through the barricaded roads of
central Delhi in the March for De-
mocracy. Flags and posters filled
Connaught Place. Eleven Opposi-
tion leaders filed a joint petition in
the Supreme Court challenging the
Election Commission's decisions on
the SIR and alleged poll irregulari-
ties. Gandhi and Kharge also sought
a meeting with the Chief Justice of
India and were declined. Tuesday's
tea was the strategy session that fol-
lowed the street and the courtroom.

The agenda, as sources described
it, was simple and unsparing. Coor-
dinate joint protests. Intensify the
demand for Chief Election Com-

missioner Gyanesh Kumar's resig-
nation. Keep up the heat over the
alleged voter deletions. A bloc that
once argued over seats and sym-
bols now argues for a single agenda.
Then the leaders walked out to face
the cameras together, and Gandhi
spoke without gloves.

"We are all standing here togeth-
er as one," he said. "As I said yester-
day, there are no parallel protests.
There is one singular protest, and
the protest has one mission: resto-
ration of democracy in India." He
charged that democracy had been
destroyed, the election system had
been destroyed, and the Constitu-
tion had been "torn up and thrown
away."

These are the Leader of the Oppo-
sition's words and the Opposition's
allegations, and the government and
the Election Commission are free to
answer each one. India's democracy
is strong enough to hear both sides.

Jantar Mantar was once the peo-
ple's megaphone in the heart of the
capital. Gandhi now says the right
to use it has been taken away, and
he has promised to challenge that
in public. He turned to Jantar Man-
tar. "One method of expression of
democracy was Jantar Mantar," he
said, "and now the government has
decided that Jantar Mantar can no
longer be used to express democrat-
ic feelings. We are going to chal-
lenge that idea." Every Delhi veteran
knows what that old protest ground
has meant to the aggrieved citizen.
A democracy keeps its pavements
open for dissent.

Then came the knife edge. Gan-
dhi named Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi as the "main architect”,
Home Minister Amit Shah as the
"implementer", and Gyanesh Ku-
mar among others, and warned
them that the "net is closing around
them." He added that it would "not

be so simple" to destroy the Consti-
tution and get away with it. Strong
words, delivered in a democracy
where the courts and the voters sit
above all of us. The Opposition will
have to prove what it alleges, and the
accused have every right to contest
it. The Fourth Estate stands be-
tween them with its notebook open
and cameras flashing.

His tone softened only when he
spoke of the crowds. He thanked
the people of Delhi and of India who
stood with the marchers, and insist-
ed that Monday's show of strength
was "not merely of political parties
but of the average citizen." And he
said: "This is not about us, this is
about the people of India, this is
about the future of the people of
India." He promised that "all of us
together" would fight "to the end" to
restore the democratic process.

Then a reporter asked the ques-
tion every newsroom wanted an-
swered. What comes next? Gan-
dhi smiled and gave three words:
"THAT IS A SURPRISE."

In politics, a surprise is either a
masterstroke or a damp squib. The
Opposition has just announced it
has one up its sleeve, and Delhi is
now watching every sleeve.

So the Opposition has the street,
the petition, the press and a prom-
ise. The cup has been drained at
Sunehri Bagh Road. The movement
has not. What remains to be seen is
whether unity holds when the cam-
eras go home, whether the Supreme
Court gives the petitioners what
they seek, and whether the surprise
is a thunderclap or a whimper. But
one fact is plain as a Deccan mon-
soon. A bloc that once scattered at
the first sign of difficulty walked
out of a drawing room on Tuesday
in lockstep, and a government that
wants to be taken seriously must an-
swer with facts, not silence.

»FROM PAGE 1

Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways Ni-
tin Gadkari in New Delhi on
Tuesday to discuss proposals
for highways, bridges, elevat-
ed corridors and ropeways.
Nitin Gadkari responded pos-
itively to several proposals,
approved some projects and
directed officials to take the
necessary steps for their im-
plementation. In a significant
development for Hyderabad’s
eastern corridor, Gadkari ap-
proved the proposed elevated
corridor between LB Nagar
and Hayathnagar to address
growing traffic congestion in
the rapidly developing area.

He also assured the dele-
gation that the tendering pro-
cess for the expansion of Na-
tional Highway-65 would be
completed in November, with
construction scheduled to
commence in January 2027.
Nitin Gadkari agreed to the
proposal to lay the founda-
tion stone for an iconic ca-
ble-stayed bridge across the
Krishna River on NH-167K,
aimed at strengthening road
connectivity between Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh.
The proposed bridge between

Somasila and Sangameswar
is expected to shorten the dis-
tance to Tirupati by around
80 km and reduce travel time
by nearly three hours, Komat-
ireddy explained.

Responding positively to
Komatireddy’s proposal for
an elevated corridor along
the Hyderabad—Srisailam
stretch of NH-765, the Un-
ion Minister directed offi-
cials to prepare a fresh De-
tailed Project Report (DPR)
for the project.

Nitin Gadkari approved
the proposal to establish five
ropeways in Telangana un-
der the Parvatmala scheme
to promote tourism and im-
prove access to major tourist
destinations. The projects
are expected to make travel
more convenient for tour-
ists while creating local em-
ployment opportunities and
stimulating economic activ-
ity in surrounding areas. He
also responded positively to
the proposal for a Hydera-
bad—Amaravati  greenfield
highway, which is expected
to strengthen road connec-
tivity between Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh. Under
the Setu Bandhan scheme,

Nitin Gadkari approved the
construction of three railway
overbridges (ROBs) in Tel-
angana. The projects are ex-
pected to reduce waiting time
for motorists at railway level
crossings and improve road
safety. Komatireddy Ven-
kat Reddy further requested
Central assistance under the
Central Road and Infrastruc-
ture Fund (CRIF) for 34 road
projects across Telangana.
On the occasion, Nitin Gad-
kari directed the concerned
officials to take the necessary
steps on the proposals.

The Minister also sought
the upgradation of State
highways connecting Pullur,
Alampur, Jatrapole, Pent-
lavelli, Kollapur, Lingala,
Achampet, Dindi, Devar-
akonda, Mallepalli and Na-
lgonda into national high-
ways. Gadkari responded
positively to the proposal.
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
invited Nitin Gadkari to at-
tend the Indian Road Con-
gress (IRC), scheduled to
be held in Hyderabad from
November 19 to 22. The Un-
ion Minister responded pos-
itively and agreed to attend
the event.

elevated corridor

ing that public sentiment extended far beyond
urban centres and protest venues, Shah urged
the Congress leadership to reconnect with
voters at the grassroots level. He said the con-
cerns and aspirations of people in agricultural
fields, villages, remote hills, forests and river-
bank regions could not be overlooked.

The Home Minister cited Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu as states where, ac-
cording to him, the Congress had struggled to
regain a significant political foothold for dec-
ades. He maintained that the party's current
political approach would not yield electoral
gains unless it understood public concerns
and strengthened its connection with voters.

Shah further asserted that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the BJP and the NDA contin-
ued to enjoy public support despite what he
described as malicious propaganda against
them. On behalf of the BJP, he thanked vot-
ers in Tripura, Rajasthan, Gujarat, West Ben-
gal and Assam for backing the party and the
NDA. He said their support for the BJP's 'Lo-
tus' symbol had strengthened nationalist forc-
es. The remarks signal an early sharpening of
the BJP's political attack on Rahul Gandhi
and the INDIA bloc ahead of the 2029 gener-
al elections. While the Congress and its allies
have raised concerns over the electoral-roll re-
vision exercise, the BJP has sought to portray
the Opposition's resistance as politically mo-
tivated. Shah's comments also underline the
growing political contest over electoral-roll
verification, voter rights and the Opposition's
campaign strategy, with both sides seeking to
shape the national narrative well ahead of the
next Lok Sabha polls.

Social Progress Is

Possible Only Through Education

»FROM PAGE 1

CJP Leaders
Saurav Das,
Ashutosh Ranka

Jagan Holds Key
Talks on Local Polls

»FROM PAGE 1

regional coordinators to
respond promptly to develop-
ments on all relevant issues.
Assembly and parliamentary
observers were instructed to
remain accessible in their re-
spective areas. Jagan directed
party leaders to consistently
challenge alleged illegal activ-
ities and acts of lawlessness by
Chandrababu Naidu’s govern-
ment, which he claimed were
being carried out by misusing
official power. He asked them
to bring such incidents to the
public’s attention, keep the
party’s legal team prepared,
and seek prompt justice
through the courts. He further
instructed leaders to immedi-
ately report any problems to
the Election Commission and
the relevant senior officials,

wherever they occur, and to
ensure that the entire process
is documented. Jagan stated
that incidents of police harass-
ment targeting YSRCP leaders
and workers in the name of
preventive binding-over pro-
ceedings were being reported
across the state. He said the
party would not tolerate such
incidents under any circum-
stances. He called on party
leaders to send a clear mes-
sage that legal action would be
pursued against anyone act-
ing in violation of established
rules or in defiance of the law.

Finally, Y.S. Jagan direct-
ed party leaders to give pref-
erence in candidate selec-
tion to individuals who have
demonstrated a high degree
of loyalty and commitment
to the party.

Public Fed Up..

»FROM PAGE 1

declaring Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Amit Shah, Ajit Doval and the RSS Chief as
their targets. They claim their goal is to topple
the Modi government. There is nothing wrong
with an opposition party harboring such an am-
bition. However, it is atrocious to abandon ethi-
cal values and act in a way that undermines the
country’s constitutional institutions to achieve
that end. Now, because verdicts have not gone
in their favor, they are even demanding that the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court step down.
This situation reveals the mindset of a party that
ruled for 60 years. Should the Election Commis-
sion and the Supreme Court be held responsible
if the Congress loses? Are the Election Com-
missioner and the Chief Justice of India (CJI)
supposed to ensure a Congress victory in the
elections,” he asked . Reddy told the Congress
party leaders that they were losing elections be-
cause they lack public support and wondered as
to how can the Chief Election Commissioner be
held accountable for that? He said that the 1.4
billion people of this country have the right and
authority to decide whom to vote for and noted
that It is inappropriate to blame the Election
Commission if the public does not vote for the
Congress party.

Bhatti Vikramarka made these
remarks while participating in the
‘Guru Vandana — Education Con-
clave and Teachers Awards 2026,
organized by Zee Telugu News at
the Hyderabad Police Command
and Control Centre. He empha-
sized that teachers play a crucial
role in the development of society
and called on them to take a more
active role in shaping students into
highly skilled and capable human
resources.

He noted that scientific studies
have demonstrated that the more
education advances in a society, the
greater its progress across various
sectors. The state government’s sur-
vey of social, economic, political,
and educational conditions had also
highlighted the importance of edu-
cation.

According to him, the survey
findings indicate that education is
a vital pathway for disadvantaged
communities and economically
weaker families to achieve progress.
In this context, the government is
paying special attention to the ed-
ucation sector to elevate Telangana
society to a level where it can com-
pete globally. He said Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy has retained the
Education portfolio and is directly
monitoring initiatives aimed at de-
veloping the sector.

Priority to Teacher

Recruitment and

Student Welfare

Bhatti Vikramarka said the gov-
ernment had undertaken large-
scale teacher recruitment through
the District Selection Committee
(DSC) and completed the recruit-
ment of junior lecturers in junior
colleges. He stated that several
measures were being implemented
to improve the quality of teaching

in government educational insti-
tutions and promote student wel-
fare. He revealed that diet charges
for students in the state’s Gurukul
and residential schools had been
increased by 40%, while cosmet-
ic allowances had been raised by
200% to ensure better nutrition and
care. The government is also imple-
menting a breakfast programme for
approximately 2.7 million students
studying in government schools. In
addition, the programme providing
milk or ragi java (a nutritious finger
millet drink) three days a week is
being expanded.

105 Young India

Residential Schools

The Deputy Chief Minister said
the government had sanctioned
approximately 105 Young India In-
tegrated Residential Schools across
Telangana, with construction work
being expedited to provide Eng-
lish-medium education in accord-
ance with international standards.
He explained that each school was
being designed to accommodate
between 2,000 and 2,500 students.
In addition to quality education, the
schools will provide facilities for
sports, playgrounds, and other ex-
tracurricular activities. Residential
facilities will also be provided for
teachers within school campuses,
he added.

The government is strengthening
existing government schools and
has sanctioned one Telangana Pub-
lic School for every Assembly con-
stituency. Bhatti Vikramarka said
the government was focusing not
only on primary education but also
on the development of higher edu-
cation. Recruitment to fill vacancies
in universities was underway, he
noted. To promote women’s edu-
cation, the government has named

the women’s university after free-
dom fighter Chakali [lamma and is
allocating special funds for its de-
velopment.

He further stated that reforms
were being introduced in technical
education to equip young people
with employment opportunities
suited to changing technologies.

The government is moderniz-
ing Industrial Training Institutes
(ITIs) and promoting polytechnic
education. To provide young people
with practical skills in modern ma-
chinery and computerized technol-
ogies, Advanced Technology Cen-
tres (ATCs) are being established in
every Assembly constituency. These
centres aim to improve students’
technical capabilities and prepare
them for employment.

Achieving Goals Through

Teachers’ Participation

Bhatti Vikramarka expressed
confidence that the reforms being
implemented in the education sec-
tor would become game changers
in the future. He said education
would strengthen Telangana so-
cially, economically, and politically,
enabling the state to compete with
the rest of the world. He called upon
the teachers who received awards
at the Guru Vandana programme,
along with all teachers working to
shape the future of students across
the state, to actively contribute to
achieving the government’s objec-
tives. Emphasizing that the future
of children is the future of the state,
he urged teachers to play a crucial
role in achieving Telangana’s goal
of developing a $3 trillion economy
by 2047. State Government Adviser
K. Keshava Rao, Member of Parlia-
ment Etela Rajender, MLA Tanniru
Harish Rao, Zee News CEO and Ed-
itor Bharat, and others attended the
programme.

Jump Jantar
Mantar Gate,

Detained
NEW DELHI, OCT 13

A day after the Centre
denotified Jantar Mantar
as a designated protest
site, Cockroach Janta Par-
ty (CJP) volunteers led by
leaders Ashutosh Ranka
and Saurav Das staged a
flash protest at the venue
on Tuesday morning. CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke
posted a video showing
party volunteers climbing
an iron gate and a police
barricade to enter the
area with flags in their
hands. The protesters
raised slogans, includ-
ing "Bharat Mata Ki Jai"
and "Inquilab Zindabad",
as police personnel sta-
tioned at the site attempt-
ed to stop them. The pro-
testers were subsequently
detained and taken away,
Dipke said. "You cannot
denotify the resistance,”
Dipke posted, challeng-
ing the Centre's deci-
sion to withdraw Jantar
Mantar's designation as
a protest site. Reacting
to the order, Dipke al-
leged that the move was
intended to discourage
demonstrations and
said similar protest sites
would emerge across the
country. "PM's fear is ev-
ident from the fact that
he has removed Jantar
Mantar as a designated
protest site.
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ready to accept BJP's

challenge, says Mahesh

Kumar Goud

m "We have records of how
many votes were deleted

in the name of SIR.”

NEW DELHI

Telangana Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (TPCC) president Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud has announced that Con-
gress will organize a massive public
meeting in Telangana after Dussehra
to address the issue of alleged vote
theft. He revealed that senior Con-
gress leader and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,

will attend the meeting.

As part of the Congress campaign
against the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls and the deletion
of voters’ names across the country,
the party plans to expand its public

movement in Telangana as well.

Mahesh Kumar Goud made it clear

issue of alleged vote theft.

claims are the facts.

that Congress is ready to accept the
challenge posed by Telangana BJP
president N. Ramachandra Rao. He
indicated that the party is prepared
for an open debate with the BJP on the

He stated that Congress has de-
tailed information and records re-
garding the number of votes deleted
in Telangana in the name of SIR. He
added that the party would take the
issue to the public and explain what it

Protecting Voters'

Rights Is the Goal

Mahesh Kumar Goud said Congress
considers the right to vote one of the
most important pillars of democracy.
He expressed concern that deleting el-
igible voters’ names from electoral rolls
would violate their democratic rights.
He demanded that the electoral roll
revision process be conducted trans-
parently and that every eligible citizen
be able to exercise their right to vote.
Congress has previously alleged that

Rs.204.40 Crore Assurance for Post-Matric Students
Scholarship Funds Released to 32,976 Students

m Another Rs.14.68
Crore Released
Towards Pending Fee
Dues of Hyderahad
Public School

HYDERABAD

The Telangana government, led
by Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, has taken steps to en-
sure that financial difficulties
do not hinder the education of
Scheduled Caste (SC) students
in the state.

As part of these efforts, a to-
tal of ¥204.40 crore has been
released under the post-mat-
ric scholarship scheme for the
2026—27 academic year, ben-
efiting 32,976 students. Of the
total amount, the state govern-
ment has contributed 101.44
crore as its 40 per cent share,
while the Central government
has released 3102.96 crore as

its 60 per cent share, Welfare
Minister Adluri Laxman Ku-
mar said. The minister stated
that the government's primary
objective is to provide financial
support to students pursuing
higher education.

He said the government was
regularly reviewing post-mat-
ric scholarship applications re-
ceived from colleges and sanc-
tioning scholarships in phases
to eligible students. He directed
the officials concerned to co-
ordinate effectively to ensure

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Follow us onX@SCRailwayindia Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

No: C/E-Auctions Catalogue/SC/2026-27. Date:12.10.2026

PUB/719

For and on behalf of the President, Union of India, the Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager, Secunderabad Division, South Central Railway invites
e-Auction for Commercial earning and NFR contracts. Accordingly, SC division
has processed an e-Auction for the following Categories, which are notified in
the. https://www.ireps.gov.in website.

SL NO 1 Category MISC-STATIC Catalogue No. MSS-MIX-26-10-3 Auction
Start Date & Time 16-Oct-26 13:00 Corresponding station(s)/Train(s) SC,
VNUP, GLE, YDLP, HTCY, UDGR, LPI, BMT Auction Details 1.Contract for
setting up and operation of Digital cloak room near Gate-2 entrance towards
platform-1 at Secunderabad railway station. Area 10*3 ft. 2. Contract for BOXN
Wagon Cleaning, removal of residual coal and other materials from empty
wagons on nominated rake lines and platforms at Vishnupuram Railway
Station. 3.Contract for BOXN Wagon Cleaning, removal of residual coal and
other materials from empty wagons on nominated rake lines and platforms at
Gajulagudem Railway Station. 4.Contract for BOXN Wagon Cleaning, removal
of residual coal and other materials from empty wagons on nominated rake
lines and platforms at Yadlapur Railway Station 5. Contract is for setting up of
Fun Zone on the area available outside at Hitech Railway station. 6. Contract
for setting up and operation of food truck at Udgir railway station. 7. Contract for
setting up and operation of food trucks/Juice bar with chat stall/Drive-ins at
Lingampalli railway station 8.Contract for setting up and operation of a
premium store at Begumpet Railway Station, beside the main building
concourse area 9.Contract for setting up and operation of premium store at
Begumpet Railway station on Platform-1 10.Contract for setting up and
operation of premium store at Begumpet Railway station on platform-2

SLNO 2 Category ADVERTISING Catalogue No. ADVT-MIX-26-10- Auction
Start Date & Time 16-Oct-26 15:00 Corresponding station(s)/Train(s)
12721/22, 12727/28, RDM, BPA, SKZR, JMKT, CHZ Auction Details 1.
Advertisment in the Train Interior for train no. 12721/22 HYB-NZM-HYB
DAKSHIN S/F EXPRESS. 2. Contract for exterior vinyl wrapping of train
No0.12727/28 Godavari express 3. The Contract is for Commercial
Advertisements through Static Hoardings in Circulating Area of Ramagundam,
Bellampalli, Sirpur kazhaznagar and Jammikunta Railway stations. 4.The
contract is for commercial advertisements through static/digital media,
including TV screens, unipoles, and hoardings. 5.The Contract is for
Commercial Advertisements through Digital Boards inside Charlapalli Railway
Station 6.Contract for the display of Commercial Advertisements through Static
Boards inside Charlapalli Railway Terminal

SL NO 3 Category PnU Catalogue No. PnU-ACWH-CLK-26 Auction Start
Date & Time 19-Oct-26 15:00 Corresponding station(s)/Train(s) KZJ
Auction Details Operation and Maintenance of Premium Pre paid AC Waiting
Hall at Kazipet Railway station on Platform-1.

SL NO 4 Category ADVERTISING Catalogue No. ADVT-SC-OOH-26-
Auction Start Date & Time 21-Oct-26 14:00 Corresponding
station(s)/Train(s) 12723/24, SC, BIDR, ZB, BHLK Auction Details 1.
Contract for Advertisement through stickers inside the Passenger area of
12723/24 Telangana Express. 2. Contract for vinyl wrapping of train exterior(full
face) for train No.12723/24 Telangana Express. 3. Display of commercial
advertisements through Static/Digital Media at the CIRCULATING area of
Secunderabad Railway station PF-10. 4. Road Under Bridge No. 90/2-3 near
Bidar Railway station 5. Contract for display of Commercial Advertisements
through Static Media at Cluster-IX (Zahirabad (ZB), Bidar (BIDR) and Bhalki
(BHLK) Railway stations

SL NO 5 Category MISC-STATIC Catalogue No. MSS-MIX-26-10-4 Auction
Start Date & Time 21-Oct-26 15:00 Corresponding station(s)/Train(s) PRPI
Auction Details Contract for cleaning and removal of residual coal and other
material in wagons, nominated tracks and platforms at Pandharpavani goods
yard(PRPI)

SL NO 6 Category PARCELS Catalogue No. SC-Parcels-2326 Auction Start
Date & Time 21-Oct-26 12:00 Corresponding station(s)/Train(s) 20915,
17256, 12728, 22731, 17041, 20629, 17067 Auction Details Parcel space in
SLR Coach(Single Compartment) in 20915, 17256, 12728, 22731, 17041,
20629, 17067

SLNO 7 Category PARCELS Catalogue No. SC-Parcels-2426 Auction Start
Date & Time 23-Oct-26 12:00 Corresponding station(s)/Train(s) 22075,
12714, 16572, 12706 Auction Details Parcel space in SLR Coach(Single
Compartment)in 22075, 12714, 16572, 12706

SL NO 8 Category MISC-STATIC Catalogue No. MSS-EV-2026-10 Auction
Start Date & Time 23-Oct-26 14:00 Corresponding station(s)/Train(s) HFZ,
NLRD Auction Details 1. Contract for installation, maintenance and operation
of Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging stations at Hafizpeta (HFZ) Railway station 2.
Contract for installation, maintenance and operation of Electric Vehicle (EV)
Charging stations at Necklace Road (NLRD) Railway station

Interested parties and contractors are to take note of this and go through the
website as mentioned above for detailed information about the E-Auction
notice. For inquiries/clarifications, please contact the office of the undersigned.

A835 Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Secunderabad

timely disbursement of scholar-
ships and prevent students from
facing financial difficulties.

Government Gives Top
Priority to Education

The minister said the gov-
ernment was effectively imple-
menting welfare schemes with
the objective of ensuring that no
SC student is deprived of higher
education due to financial con-
straints.

Keeping students' futures in
mind, he instructed officials

to focus on reducing delays in
the scholarship process and
strengthening the system to en-
sure that every eligible student
receives government assistance.

Rs. 14.68 Crore
Released to Hyderabad
Public School

Meanwhile, the state govern-
ment has released %14.68 crore
towards the payment of pending
fee dues to Hyderabad Public
School. The minister said the
government was taking special
initiatives to resolve outstand-
ing fee payments related to stu-
dents' education.

Adluri Laxman Kumar re-
iterated that the Telangana
government would continue to
provide the necessary funds for
students' education and welfare
and take steps to ensure that the
benefits of government schemes
reach every eligible student.

TGSPDCL CMD Jitesh
V. Patil Inspects Kavadiguda
Power Line Maintenance

m Focuses on electrical
safety, immediate
rectification of loose
wires, and prompt
consumer grievance
redressal during field
inspection.

MEDCHAL-MALKAIJGIRI

As part of the ongoing Praja
Baata Programme, Telangana
Southern Power Distribution
Company Limited (TGSPDCL)
Chairman and Managing Di-
rector, Sri Jitesh V. Patil, IAS,
conducted an extensive inspec-
tion of power line maintenance
activities in the Kavadiguda Sec-
tion of Saifabad Division under
the Hyderabad Central Circle on
Tuesday. The primary goal of the
field visit was to enforce strict
electrical safety standards, mon-
itor infrastructure maintenance
firsthand, and ensure uninter-
rupted power supply for local
residents.

During the drive, power de-
partment personnel deployed
specialized bucket ladder ve-
hicles to carry out necessary
preventive procedures. Tree
pruning operations were exten-
sively conducted to trim heavy
branches obstructing overhead
power lines. Additionally, line
workers installed Low Tension
(LT) spacers to properly regulate
and support loose LT cables, a
critical measure designed to pre-
vent phase-to-phase short cir-

cuits caused by wire friction and
significantly minimize frequent
power outages.

Addressing field officials on-
site, the CMD emphasized a
zero-tolerance policy toward
negligence in power distribution
and safety maintenance. He in-
structed teams to carry out regu-
lar, continuous field-level inspec-
tions to remove tree obstructions
and swiftly correct any sagging
or loose electrical conductors.
Sri Patil highlighted that proac-
tive preventive steps are vital to
averting potential electrical haz-
ards and ensuring that consum-
ers receive a safe, continuous,
and high-quality power supply.

Furthermore, CMD Jitesh
V. Patil directed staff to active-
ly track consumer complaints
regarding electrical issues and
resolve grievances on a priority
basis without delay. Stressing
that optimal service delivery re-
lies on seamless coordination, he
urged engineers, administrative
officers, and ground technicians
to work closely together.

The high-level inspection was
carried out in the presence of
several senior utility officials,
including TGSPDCL Director
of Operations Dr. N. Narsimhu-
Iu, Metro Zone Chief Engineer
Sri Karunakar Babu, and Cen-
tral Circle Operations Superin-
tending Engineer Sri Ramesh,
alongside divisional engineers
and field staff from the Saifabad
Division.

CITY BEAT

Massive Rally in Telangana on
‘Vote Theft’: Rahul Gandhi to Attend

m Congress to hold public
meeting after Dussehra;

attempts were being made to remove
the names of voters belonging to Dalit,
tribal, minority, and other disadvan-
taged communities in Telangana. Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud had earlier claimed
that there was a conspiracy to delete
approximately 9 million to 9.2 million
votes in the state. However, these fig-
ures are allegations made by Congress
and should not be treated as officially
verified statistics of deleted votes.

Statewide Campaign
Against the BJP

Congress intends to take the issue
of electoral roll revision to the public,
starting at the village level. The par-
ty has been continuing its protests to
raise questions about the functioning
of the Central Government and the
Election Commission while demand-
ing protection of voters’ rights.

Congress leaders
have already organized a “Chalo Lok
Bhavan” protest and demanded the
resignation of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar. Leaders
of the INDIA alliance across the coun-
try have also raised objections to the

03

SIR process. Alleging irregularities in
electoral rolls, opposition parties have
initiated legal action.

Against this backdrop, Congress
plans to use the proposed massive !
public meeting in Telangana to ex- |
pand its campaign further. :

Political Significance

The meeting, which Rahul Gandhi
is expected to attend, is set to be an
important political event for the Tel-
angana Congress unit. The party lead- |
ership intends to focus on allegations
of vote theft and increase pressure on
the BJP over the issue.

The party is yet to officially an-
nounce the date and venue of the
meeting, as well as details of other na-
tional leaders who may attend.

Meanwhile, officials maintain that |
the electoral roll revision process is !
being conducted in accordance with
Election Commission rules. Official
statistics and clarification from the
Election Commission will be import-
ant in assessing Congress’s allega-
tions regarding the deletion of voters’
names.

in Telangana

Nanabiyyam
Bathukamma Celebrations
HELD ON DAY FOUR

HYDERABAD

is organising the celebrations
from October 10 to 18, 2026,
to preserve and promote Tel-
angana’s unique cultural tra-
ditions and showcase them as
an integral part of the State’s
tourism experience.

ELECTRICAL WORK

E-Tender Notice No. Sr. DEE/
G&CHG/LMG/26 of 2026-27; dated:
08-10-2026. E-tenders are invited by the
undersigned for the following works:
SN.1; Tender No: EL-LM-26-27-31;
Name of work: Comprehensive
Maintenance and Four-Monthly
Preventive Schedule Maintenance of 25
kVA Inverters of M/s Hitachi HI-Rel
Power Electronics Make Fitted on
RMPU SG AC Coaches over N.F.
Railway for a Period of Three (03) Years.
Tender Value: %1,17,30,708.00; Earnest
Money: %2,08,700.00. E-tender will be
closed at 11:00 hrs. on 30-10-2026 and
Opened at 11:30 hrs. on 30-10-2026.
The complete information with the
tender document of above e-tender will
be available upto 11:00 hrs. on 30-10-
2026 on website http://
WWw.ireps.gov.in.

Sr. DEE/G&Chg/Lumding
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

The Department of Tourism,
Government of Telangana,
continued the State-wide
Bathukamma celebrations on
the fourth day with “Nanabi-
yyam Bathukamma” at
Lalitha Kala Thoranam,
Public Gardens, Hyder-
abad. The celebrations
showcased  Telangana’s
rich floral and cultural
heritage, with women
participating in tradition-
al Bathukamma songs
and dances, reflecting the
spirit of devotion, nature
and community bonding.
Participants from the
National Institute of
Tourism and Hospitality
Management (NITHM)
and NIRMAAN Organ-
isation also took part in
the celebrations, adding
to the festive spirit. The
Department of Tourism

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

No. M-TRD-29-1-0T-2026-27-7R2,17R, 18R, 19R and 20 Dt.12.10.2026
For and on behalf of the President of India, the Divisional Railway
Manager / Traction Distribution Branch, Chennai Division, Southern Railway,
Chennai - 3. invites online tender from the experienced Contractors for the
following works for further details, please refer to www.ireps.gov.in

Dattatreya Ea s tributes
to Konda Lakshma Reddy

on first death anniversary

HYDERABAD

public issues was exem-
plary and would continue

Former Governor Bandaru
Dattatreya on Tuesday paid
tributes to former MLA and

to inspire future genera-
tions. His ideals and spirit
of service, he added, would

News and Services Syndi-
cate (NSS) founder-editor
Konda Lakshma Reddy on
his first death anniversary,
recalling his contributions

remain a guiding light for
those who sought to serve
society.

Dattatreya observed that
although Lakshma Reddy

to public life and journal-
ism. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Dattatreya recalled
his association with Laksh-

was no longer physically
present, he would continue
to live in the hearts of the

people through his contri-
butions to society.

Several others, including
KVP Ramachandra Rao
and MP Konda Vishwesh-

ma Reddy and lauded the
services he rendered to
society as a public repre-
sentative and a responsible

war Reddy, also paid trib-
utes to Lakshma Reddy and
recalled his services on the
occasion.

figure in journalism.

He said Lakshma Red-
dy’s commitment to serving
the people and resolving

S| Closing
No Tender No. / Name of the work Value ) Date / Time

Tender No. M-TRD-29-1-0T-2026-27-7R2

Conversion of tramway OHE into 02/11/2026
1 |conventional OHE on main line and loop|9.13,47.332.00)" 5.0

lines where coaching trains are running in ’

Chennai Division.

Tender No. M-TRD-29-1-0T-2026-27-17R

Replacement of Bent / Leaned Masts in 02/11/2026
2 |yards along with protection of masts by|1,86,62,901.00 (15:00hrs)

providing sacrificial masts in sidings in ’

Chennai division.

Tender No. M-TRD-29-1-0T-2026-27-18R

Repl?cement OtII stgndard dbracgetI

cantilever assembly and overaged coda 02/11/2026
3 life completed cantilever assembly in 2,73,80,404.00 (15:00hrs)

MAS-AJJ, MSB-VM & yards in Chennai

Division.

Tender No. M-TRD-29-1-0T-2026-27-19R

Replacement of leaned masts and critical 02/11/2026
4 |implantation masts to ensure safety in|4,03,33,568.00 (15:00hrs)

MSB-VM and CGL-AJJ sections of Chennai )

Division.

Tender No. M-TRD-29-1-0T-2026-27-20

Chennai division - Replacement of existing
5 |rusted and under rated lIsolators with| 4 44 39 375 0 04/11/2026

1250A single pole and double polg| * "= (15:00hrs)

isolators in yards to improve OHE

rellability.

(Sr.DEE/TRD/MAS)

Divisional Railway Manager,
Traction Distribution Branch,
Chennai Division, Chennai-3
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GITAM to Organize MDP

on Design Thinking for

Organizational Innovation
Z

-

GITAM

DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY

HYDERABAD: The Centre
for Business Engagement (CBE),
GITAM School of Business
(GSB), will organize a three-day
Management Development
Programme (MDP) titled “Design
Thinking for Organizational
Innovation: Human-Centred
Problem Solving for Future-
Ready Organizations” from

26 to 28 November 2026. The
programme aims to equip
participants with a human-
centred approach to solving
organizational challenges
through the five stages of design
thinking: Empathize, Define,
Ideate, Prototype and Test. It will
cover key areas such as empathy
mapping, customer journey
mapping, problem identification
and reframing, creative
ideation, rapid prototyping,

user testing, innovation culture
and intrapreneurship. The
programme will also feature a
capstone team challenge and
practical workplace applications.
By the end of the programme,
participants will be able to
apply design thinking to address
organizational challenges,
understand customer and
stakeholder needs, generate
innovative and practical
solutions, develop and test
prototypes, strengthen cross-
functional collaboration,

foster organizational
innovation and change.

TELANGANA

Meese\ga Certificates to Become More
Durable with New Ad

-

m New paper incorporates
15 advanced security fea-
tures to prevent forgery
and unauthorised dupli-
cation

m Tear-resistant and
water-resistant paper
designed to preserve
certificates for years

E Lamination may no
longer be necessary for
Meeseva certificates

m IT and Industries Min-
ister D. Sridhar Babu
launches new security
paper at Praja Bhavan

HYDERABAD

In a significant step towards enhanc-
ing the security, durability and re-
liability of government documents,
the Telangana Government has in-
troduced a new generation of security
paper for Meeseva certificates. Spe-
cially designed to resist tearing and
withstand exposure to water, the new
paper was launched by Hon’ble Min-
ister for IT and Industries, D. Sridhar
Babu, at Praja Bhavan in Hyderabad
on Tuesday.

MLAs Raj Thakur and Vijay Rama-
na Rao, Electronic Service Delivery
(ESD) Commissioner T. Ravi Kiran,
officials, printing agencies and rep-
resentatives of service organisations
attended the launch.

15 Advanced Security Fea-

tures to Prevent Forgery
The new Meeseva certificate paper

incorporates 15 advanced security

features designed to prevent the pro-
duction of counterfeit certificates and
unauthorised duplication. Details of
these features have been withheld for
security reasons.

Manufactured using specialised
technology, the new paper is designed
to be highly resistant to tearing and
damage caused by water. It also offers
greater resilience against wear and
tear arising from routine handling,
folding and long-term storage.

The enhanced durability will en-
able citizens to preserve important
certificates in good condition for
years. Under normal conditions, the
improved paper is also expected to re-
duce the need for lamination, offering
greater convenience to citizens while
helping protect their documents over
the long term.

Greater Protection for Documents

That Matter for a Lifetime
Speaking on the occasion, Minister

D. Sridhar Babu said that certificates

Vanced

issued by the government, including
birth and death certificates and doc-
uments required for educational, em-
ployment and other official purposes,
play a crucial role in people's lives.

“Many government certificates
are documents that citizens need to
preserve for decades, and sometimes
throughout their lifetime. It is the
government's responsibility to ensure
that these documents remain dura-
ble, secure and reliable,” the Minister
said. He emphasised that the Telan-
gana Government was leveraging
modern technology to improve the
quality, security and convenience of
public services.

The introduction of the new secu-
rity paper would not only enhance
the durability of certificates but also
strengthen safeguards against forg-
ery and counterfeiting, he said. The
initiative would further reinforce
public confidence in the authenticity
and reliability of government-issued
documents.

Secilv Paper

New Security Paper Replac-
es the Existing System
in Use Since 2011

Meeseva centres have been pro-
viding a wide range of government
services to citizens across Telanga-
na. Special security paper has been
used for printing Meeseva certificates
since 2011.

The newly introduced paper re-
places the existing version with an
improved solution offering enhanced
quality, security and durability. It is
expected to be particularly beneficial
for birth and death certificates and
other important government docu-
ments that citizens need to preserve
for extended periods.

The initiative reflects the Tel-
angana Government's continued
commitment to modernising public
service delivery through technol-
ogy, while ensuring that essential
government documents are more
secure, durable and convenient for
citizens to maintain.

KARIMNAGAR

i Every individual, both women
¢ and men, must have a minimum
health awareness about the
deadly disease of breast cancer
and take proper personal pre-
cautions to be free from breast
cancer, said Dr. Vamsi Chetana,
a renowned oncologist of Sagar
Cancer Hospital. Today, Capt
 Dr. Burra Madhusudhan Red-
dy, Program Chairman, led the
World Breast Cancer Awareness
Day meeting organized by Sata-
vahana Lions Club.

Chief guest Dr Vamsee Cheta-
i na said that the severity of breast
i cancer in women is increasing day
by day and hence women should
examine their breasts once a
month with proper precautions.
In addition to that after crossing
40 years, they should undergo
special breast cancer related tests
every year. She said that if de-
i tected at an early stage, breast
cancer can be completely cured.

She urged people who have
been free from breast cancer to
come forward to share their live

I\

Relie from Breast Cancer ith |
~ Basic Health Awareness - Leading
Oncologist Dr. Vamsi Chetana

experiences with others. She said
that there should be no miscon-
ceptions about cancer, it is not a
contagious disease. Speaking at
the event, Program Chairman
Lion Capt Dr. Burra Madhusud-
han Reddy said that out of more
than 20,000 diseases identified
by medical science, cancer is the
most prevalent dangerous dis-
ease that needed special oncol-
ogy doctors are needed to treat
this disease. He said that out 100
cancer diseases, breast cancer is
the most common in women.

He said that a proper lifestyle,
nutrition, physical exercise, and
mental health can prevent many
types of diseases. The event was
held under the chairmanship
of Lion M Mahender, President
of Satavahana Lions Club, and
was attended by Secretary Lion
N Venugopal, PRC Lion M Sa-
tyanarayana Rao, Past President
Lion D Tirupati Reddy, Lion K
Satyam, patients, patient atten-
dants, hospital staff, and others.
Later, Dr. Vamsi Chetana was fe-
licitated by the members of Sata-
vahana Lions Club.

Telangana becomes first state in India
to establish a dedicated MSE facilitation
council for Startups: K. Madhukar Babu

HYDERABAD

The Federation of Telangana Chambers
of Commerce and Industry (FTCCI), in
association with the MSME Development
Office (MSME-DFO), Hyderabad, organ-
ised an awareness programme on the
MSME Development (Amendments) Bill,
2026, at FTCCI Surana Auditorium, Hy-
derabad, on Tuesday.

The programme focused on key amend-
ments relating to delayed payments, com-
pliance requirements, dispute resolution
and their implications for Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

K. Madhukar Babu, Joint Director
(MSME), Department of Industries,
Government of Telangana, attended as
the Special Guest. He said the amend-
ments introduce mechanisms to address
delayed payments, provide defined time-
lines for mediation and arbitration, facil-
itate recovery of dues and enable access
to finance through TReDS platforms. He
further stated that Telangana has seven
Micro and Small Enterprises Facilitation
Councils (MSEFCs), including one ex-
clusively dedicated to startups. He noted
that Telangana is the first state in India to
establish a Facilitation Council exclusive-
ly for startups. Dr. Gaddam Sudarshan,
Founder & CEO, Shasrith Infotech Pvt.
Ltd. and State Head at German Universi-

ty of Digital Science, AP & TG addressed
participants on the key provisions and sig-
nificance of the proposed amendments.
He gave insights in to the same. K. K. Ma-
heshwari, President, FTCCI, said delayed
payments affect MSMEs’ working capital,
salary payments and business growth. He
urged entrepreneurs to understand the
amended provisions and make effective
use of the Facilitation Councils to resolve
delayed payment issues.

P. Krishna, Chairman, Industrial De-
velopment Committee, FTCCI, said the
amendments could improve payment dis-
cipline and make dispute resolution more
time-bound. He emphasised the need to
bridge the gap between legislation and its
practical implementation through aware-
ness among MSME entrepreneurs.

The programme covered the major
amendments, compliance requirements,
the impact on MSMEs and buyers, and
mechanisms for resolving payment dis-
putes. An interactive question-and-an-
swer session enabled participants to seek
clarifications from the MSME-DFO offi-
cial. The initiative aimed to help MSME
entrepreneurs and industry stakeholders
understand the proposed changes and
their implications for business opera-
tions. FTCCI office-bearers present in-
cluded Srinivas Garimella, Senior Vice
President.

MP Vamsi Krishna Meets Congress
Leaders 1n Delhi to Protect Voting Rights

m MP Vamsi Krishna Joins
Anti-SIR Protest Along
with Minister Vivek Ven-
kataswamy and MLA Vinod

B Meets Mallikarjun Kharge,
Jairam Ramesh and Ramesh
Chennithala; Reaffirms
Commitment to Safeguard-
ing Democracy

NEW DELHI

Peddapalli MP Gaddam Vamsi Krishna
participated in the anti-SIR protest or-
ganised by the Congress party to protect
the voting rights of every eligible citizen
and uphold democratic values. Along with
Minister Gaddam Vivek Venkataswamy
and MLA Gaddam Vinod, he took part
in the protest held in Delhi, reaffirming
their commitment to safeguarding voting
rights.

Meets Senior
Congress Leaders
On the occasion, MP Vamsi Krishna met
Congress national president Mallikarjun
Kharge, senior party leader Jairam Ra-
mesh and senior Congress leader from
Kerala, Ramesh Chennithala.

During the meetings, they discussed
the importance of safeguarding democ-
racy, upholding constitutional values and

ensuring transparency in the electoral
process.

Every Eligible Citizen's Voting
Right Must Be Protected

The protest was organised in response
to the call given by Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi. The leaders emphasised that ev-
ery eligible citizen must have the right to
vote and that no eligible voter should face
injustice during the revision of electoral
rolls.

They stressed that the right to vote is
one of the most important constitutional

rights in a democracy and that protecting
every eligible citizen's vote is essential for
strengthening the democratic system.

Safeguarding Constitutional
Values Is the Goal

The leaders stated that the electoral
process must be transparent and impar-
tial to strengthen public confidence in the
democratic system.

They reaffirmed that the Congress par-
ty would continue its struggle to protect
the voting rights of every eligible citizen
and uphold the spirit of the Constitution.

High Court lawyers
condemn Rahul Gandhi’s
attitude towards judiciary

HYDERABAD

Telangana state advocates today orga-
nized a massive protest demonstration
condemning yesterday’s theatrics by
LoP Rahul Gandhi and Congress leaders
at the Supreme Court, which is a blatant
attempt to insult, intimidate and under-
mine the judiciary.

BJP State President N Ramchander
Rao participated in the protest at the state
High Court Bar Council gate organized
against Rahul Gandhi’s attitude towards
judiciary. Protesting advocates raised
slogans like “ Rahul Gandhi down down”,
“Save Democracy” and “ Bharat Mata Ki
Jai”. Speaking on the occasion, BJP state
chief Rao said the entire nation is con-
demning the rally led by Rahul Gandhi at
Delhi towards Supreme Court and judi-
ciary can not be intimidated by such acts
by the Congress party. He asserted that
entire legal community is behind Chief
Justice of India to protect the Indian ju-
diciary.

Rao said Rahul Gandhi and Congress
party leaders are undermining and ques-
tioning the credibility of constitutional
institutions. How can LoP Rahul Gand-
hi can submit a political memorandum
to CJI, BJP state chief questioned and
asked if he has any grievances, he can
file petitions in the court. Congress must
understand that the Gandhi Parivar is not
above the Constitution.

HYDERABAD
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Former Speaker and Senior BRS
Leader Madhusudhana Chari
Plants Saplings on His Birthday

HYDERABAD

Former Speaker and senior BRS leader Madhusud-
hana Chari planted saplings within his residential
premises on the occasion of his birthday.

Speaking on the occasion, Madhusudana Chari
said he was delighted to plant a sapling, as he does
every year, to mark his birthday. He expressed par-
ticular happiness at planting a Jammi tree (Shami
tree) during the auspicious Dasara Navaratri cele-
brations.

He said that planting Jammi trees under the ini-
tiative titled “Jammi Trees at Every Temple” would
help preserve and promote Sanatana Dharma.

Madhusudana Chari sincerely wished that this
noble initiative would continue uninterrupted and
expressed his gratitude to former Rajya Sabha MP
Santosh Kumar for launching and promoting such a
commendable programme.

Green India Challenge State Coordinator Gar-
repalli Satish, along with other leaders and party
workers, participated in the programme.

ers' Union (AITUC) has sound-
ed the bugle of protest under
the banner "Chalo Hyderabad"
due to the government's in-
difference regarding the ac-
cumulation of the Singareni's
outstanding dues, which have
reached Rs. 59,000 crores. The
union warned that if the dues
are not released immediately, it
would halt coal supplies to Gen-
co and Transco. It made it clear
that, if necessary, the workers
would stage protests at the coal
mines themselves and bring
production to a standstill.

A massive protest was held
on Tuesday in front of Vidyut
Soudha in Hyderabad under the
aegis of the Singareni Collieries
Workers' Union (AITUC), de-
manding the immediate pay-
ment of the Rs. 59,000 crores
owed to the company. The
Workers from all the 12 Sing-
areni operational areas arrived
in large numbers to participate
in the demonstration.

Speaking on the occasion,
Union President Vasireddy
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Sitaramaiah expressed deep
concern, stating that the accu-
mulation of thousands of crores
in dues had forced the compa-
ny to incur debt just to pay the
workers' wages and had led to
a shortage of the funds for pur-
chasing even basic safety equip-
ment.

He pointed out that the
upcoming Dasara and Diwali
festivals were being affect-
ed by the non-payment of the
bonuses due to the workers.
He demanded that the state
government respond immedi-

rotest at

ately and clear the outstand-
ing dues. He noted that while
the Genco and Transco owed
the Singareni 26,000 crores
during the BRS party’s re-
gime, that figure had now ris-
en to 59,000 crores under the
current Congress government.
He criticized the fact that the
deputy CM of the state Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka had previ-
ously held press conferences
fiercely attacking the former
state government over this issue
but was now failing to release
the funds despite holding the

Singareni Collieries Workers' Union
(AITUC) holds p

Ix. 4ny - .

company's
development

were not released.

Vidyut Soudha
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Govt is not offering any

sense of security to people:
Sabitha Indra Reddy

ment land. She said that Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw had

was
ly hampered prompting the
workers to stage protests to
safeguard the organization. He
warned that this dharna (pro-
test) was merely the beginning
and added that the consequenc-
es would be severe if the funds

b

portfolio himself. He explained
that because the Singareni of-
ficials are the government em-
ployees, they were unable to
press the state government for
the dues and added that the

severe-

Former Minister and BRS par-
ty MLA Sabitha Indra Reddy on
Tuesday claimed that the state was
currently under an administra-
tion that offers no sense of securi-
ty to anyone. She said that it was
shameful for the Congress govern-
ment to declare its inability to pro-
vide irrigation water for crops or
drinking water for the people. She
stated that former CM KCR had
supported farmers in every possi-
ble way during his tenure.

She addressed a media confer-
ence at Telangana Bhavan in the
city , noting that the state's ad-
ministration has become chaotic.
She alleged that state ministers
were acting in a completely unre-
alistic manner, detached from the
ground reality.

She pointed out that immediate-
ly after coming to power, the Con-
gress government cancelled the
Metro rail expansion project and
added that they speak of intro-
ducing a bullet train. She criticized
the state government for forcibly
acquiring the farmers' lands by
classifying them as the govern-

clarified that the alignment for
the bullet train project had not yet
been finalized.

Sabitha demanded that Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy explain
as to why the lands of the farm-
ers in Bahadur Guda were seized
under police protection when the
project's route remains undecid-
ed? She questioned as to whose
interests were being served by
these actions, asserting that the
Chief Minister prioritizes his per-
sonal interests over the bullet train
project.

She expressed deep concern
over the forced land acquisition
taking place across Ranga Reddy
district. Claiming that the Farm-
ers are being subjected to hardship
through land acquisition without
being informed of the purpose,
She cited an incident that took
place on Monday , where a farm-
er attempted suicide in protest
against the forced land acquisi-
tion in Lagacharla. She expressed
outrage that the Chief Minister
was seizing thousands of acres and
leaving the farmers destitute.



WEDNESDAY | OCTOBER | 14 | 2026 |
HYDERABAD HEADLINES
RANGAREDDY(HYDERABAD)

Gujarat saw 14.5 pc
voter names removed
in SIR: CM Patel

GANDHINAGAR, OCT 13

ujarat Chief Minister

Bhupendra Patel on
Tuesday defended the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, saying around
14.5 per cent of names had
been removed from the
state’s voter list, a higher pro-
portion than in any state gov-
erned by an opposition party,
and rejected allegations that
the exercise was being used
to selectively delete voters. In
a post on social media plat-
form X, Patel said claims by
the opposition that the revi-
sion was aimed at unilater-
ally removing voters’ names
were “completely divorced
from reality”.

He argued that the figures
showed the process was im-
partial and that the removals
primarily involved deceased
voters, people who had mi-
grated and duplicate entries.
“The vast majority of the
removed names belong to
individuals who have passed
away, migrated, or had du-
plicate entries,” Patel said,
adding that accurate elec-
toral rolls were essential for
free and fair elections. Citing
figures for other states, the
Chief Minister said around
2.05 crore names had been
removed from the electoral
rolls in Uttar Pradesh, which
is governed by the BJP. He
also referred to West Bengal,
claiming that approximate-
ly 63 per cent of the names
removed there belonged to
Hindus. “If the objective were
political, would the numbers
look like this?” Patel asked,
rejecting allegations that the
exercise targeted particular
voters or communities. He
said electoral rolls needed to
be updated periodically to re-
move the names of deceased
and duplicate voters and in-
clude newly eligible voters.

Patel described SIR as a "stat-
utory process" conducted
by the Election Commission
and said it was transparent.
“Understand the facts and
do not be misled by baseless
claims. A clean and accurate
voter list is the true guaran-
tee of free and fair elections,”
he said. The Chief Minister’s
remarks came on the day
when BJP showed strong
performance in state's local
body elections, including in
the Gandhinagar Municipal
Corporation, where the par-
ty won 38 of the 44 seats.
The Congress secured five
seats, while an Independ-
ent candidate won one. The
Aam Aadmi Party, which
had won one seat in 2021,
failed to win any this time.
Patel also linked the election
results to public support for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership and the
BJP’s development agen-
da. Referring to comments
made by Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah after the
results, he said the mandate
showed that voters had re-
jected what he described
as the opposition’s negative
narrative and politics-based
on falsehoods. “The historic
victory secured by the BJP
in Gujarat’s local bodies, in-
cluding Gandhinagar, and
the results of by-elections
across the country show that
the people continue to stand
firmly with PM Modi,” Patel
said in a separate post.

Tamil Nadu Ch
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ief Minister Vij

ay meets

Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu

Amaravati : Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C Joseph Vi-
jay, who visited Vijayawada
to participate in Vijayawada
Utsav, paid a courtesy visit to
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu to-
day. Chandrababu Naidu and
Minister Nara Lokesh warmly
welcomed CM Vijay at the Chief
Minister’s camp office.

The two Chief Ministers, along

Chandrababu Naidu explains
on importance of Godavari-
Cauvery river linking project

Tamil Nadu CM request for
additional drinking water for
Chennai

with officials, discussed sev-
eral issues and Chandrababu
Naidu explained the impor-

tance of linking the Godavari
and Cauvery rivers, describing
river interlinking as a per-
manent solution to drought.
Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu CM
Vijay requested for release of
additional drinking water to
Chennai through the Telugu
Ganga project.CM Chandraba-
bu Naidu said that despite re-
duced Krishna water inflows
due to the impact of El Nifo

this year and the resulting se-
vere water scarcity, the Andhra
Pradesh government remained
committed to addressing Chen-
nai’s drinking water needs.He
stated that Andhra Pradesh
had already released 4.08 TMC
of water to Chennai. He add-
ed that the government would
consider releasing additional
water based on availability and
requirements.

Srisailam project’s global recognition a matter

of pride for Telugu States: Gottipati Ravi Kumar

AMARAVATI:

he reported inclusion of

the Srisailam project in
the World Book of Records
is a matter of pride for both
Andhra Pradesh and Tel-
angana, State Energy Min-
ister Gottipati Ravi Kumar
has said, underscoring the
project’s enduring contri-
bution to power generation,
irrigation and drinking wa-
ter supply. In a statement,
the Minister said the multi-
purpose reservoir had been
meeting the water require-
ments of lakhs of people
and supporting agricultural
activity across the region for
decades. The recognition, he
said, reflected the structural
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resilience of the Srisailam
dam, which has withstood
heavy floods, as well as its
engineering capabilities and
multifaceted utility. Mr. Ravi
Kumar also highlighted the
role of the Pattiseema project
in improving the utilisation
of Krishna river water, par-
ticularly in addressing the re-

Odisha Cabinet clears Rs 450-cr skill
development scheme ‘Dakshyata Vikas Yojana’

BHUBANESWAR, OCT 13

e Odisha Cabinet on
Tuesday approved 16
major proposals concerning
11 departments, including
Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement (R&DM), Industries,
Finance, Skill Development
and Technical Education
(SD&TE), and Agriculture
and Farmers’ Empowerment,
etc.
The proposals were approved
at the 48th state cabinet meet-
ing chaired by Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi in Bhu-
baneswar. Among the major
proposals approved by the
Cabinet was the introduction
of the Dakshyata Vikas Yojana
by the Skill Development and
Technical Education (SD&TE)

Department. The flagship
skill development scheme,
with an outlay of ¥450 crore
for 2026-27 to 2028-29, aims
to enhance the employability
of Odisha’s youth and equip
them with skills to tap emerg-
ing job opportunities in India
and abroad. Briefing the me-
dia persons about the new
scheme, Chief Secretary Anu
Garg said, “This scheme has
been designed for the youth.
Around 4.2 lakh youth of the
state will benefit from it. It is
a scheme with an outlay of Rs
450 crore. Its primary high-
light is linking skill training
with higher education.”As
per an official statement, un-
der the scheme, Skill Hubs

across the state to offer place-

ment-linked, NSQF-aligned
courses to students alongside
their academic programmes,
enabling them to acquire in-
dustry-relevant skills and
improve employability while
pursuing higher education.

The state government expects
the scheme to significantly
expand overseas employment
opportunities for Odisha’s
youth, given the growing de-
mand for skilled workers in
international labour markets.
The eligible students will be
provided foreign language
training in languages such as
German and Japanese, along
with cultural orientation,
certification support, visa as-

will be established in High-
er Education

Institutions

sistance, travel support and
post-placement services.

quirements of Rayalaseema.
Crediting Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s fore-
sight for the implementation
of the Pattiseema project, the
Minister said the scheme had
facilitated the supply of water
to the Krishna Delta, thereby
providing greater flexibility
in utilising Srisailam waters
to meet the needs of Rayala-
seema. The arrangement, he
said, had helped sustain ir-
rigation in the Krishna Del-
ta while strengthening the
availability of water for ag-
ricultural and drinking pur-
poses in the drought-prone
Rayalaseema region. Mr.
Ravi Kumar stressed that
the efficient management of
water resources and the pri-

oritisation of public needs
were essential to ensuring
balanced regional develop-
ment. The coordinated uti-
lisation of available water
resources, he said, demon-
strated the importance of
long-term planning in ad-
dressing the competing de-
mands of agriculture and
drinking water supply. The
reported recognition by
the World Book of Records,
the Minister added, under-
scored the engineering ro-
bustness, power generation
capacity and multipurpose
significance of the Srisail-
am project, which continues
to serve as a vital water and
energy resource for the Telu-
gu-speaking States.

Meitei Alliance Slams
Indifference to Manipur Killings

IMPHAL, OCTOBER 13, 2026

he Meitei Alliance has con-

demned in the strongest
terms the continuing attacks and
killings of civilians in the hill
districts of Manipur, including
Liangmai and Tangkhul Naga
areas. In a press statement issued
today, the Alliance alleged brutal
killings of innocent civilians and
destruction of homes and liveli-
hoods in Kamjong, Kangpokpi
and Ukhrul districts, including
reported cross-border attacks by
Myanmar-based Kuki National
Army — Burma (KNA-B). The
Alliance specifically referred to
the reported killing of Naga ci-
vilian Ajinbou Ringkangmai in
which his severed head remains
unaccounted for, terming it an

Soybean stocks
set ablaze in
Maharashtra's
Latur; four
farmers suffer

losses
LATUR: (OCT 13)

our farmers suffered

losses after soybean
stocks kept in heaps in
their fields were alleg-
edly set on fire by an
unidentified person at a
village in Maharashtra's
Latur district, police
said.

The incident occurred
late on Monday night,
triggering panic among
farmers in the village,
particularly as the re-
gion is already grap-
pling with drought con-
ditions.

The affected farmers
had cultivated soybean
crops with considerable
effort, using the limited
water available for irri-
gation despite the pre-
vailing water scarcity.
After harvesting, they
had stored the produce
in heaps in their fields,
the police said.
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act of barbarity. It demanded im-
mediate recovery of his remains
and identification, arrest and
prosecution of all perpetrators
involved. The statement noted
that nearly three and a half years
after violence erupted in Manipur
on May 3, 2023, innocent people
were still being killed, villages
attacked and families terrorised
despite the presence of Central
and State security forces. Raising
concern over internally displaced

persons (IDPs), the Alliance said
tens of thousands continue to
languish in overcrowded relief
camps in undignified conditions,
deprived of homes and liveli-
hoods. The Alliance also criti-
cised ruling and opposition po-
litical parties, alleging they are
preoccupied with forthcoming
Assembly elections and narrow
electoral interests while people
continue to die and displaced
families struggle to survive. It
called upon the Government of
India, Government of Manipur
and security agencies to end
failure of civilian protection,
prevent further attacks, ensure
protection of vulnerable com-
munities and prioritise safe and
dignified return of all displaced
persons to their original homes.

Hectic parleys on among NDA partners in
Andhra for seat sharing in local body polls

AMARAVATI, OCT 13

Hectic parleys were on
among NDA partners

in Andhra Pradesh on Tues-
day to finalise seat sharing
for the upcoming local body
elections. Chief Minister and
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
President, N. Chandrababu
Naidu, intensified efforts to
reach an agreement with his
allies Jana Sena and BJP.
State BJP President, P.V.N.
Madhav met Chandrababu
Naidu and discussed the seat
sharing among partners in
the ruling NDA. This is the
second round of talks be-
tween the two leaders in as
many days. Chandrababu
Naidu wants to decide the
number of seats to be allotted
to Jana Sena before holding
further talks with the BJP on
the number of seats to be left
for the saffron party. Chan-
drababu Naidu, who is the
national president of the TDP,
also held talks with TDP state
president Palla Srinivasa Rao

and minister Nimmala Rama-
naidu. Later, Srinivasa Rao
and Ramanaidu went to Jana
Sena office and held talks
with Deputy Chief Minister
and Jana Sena chief Pawan
Kalyan. Minister Nadendla
Manohar, Vamsi Krishna Ya-
dav and other Jana Sena lead-
ers were also present. Jana
Sena and TDP leaders will be
meeting Chief Minister Naidu
at his residence on Tuesday
night to finalise seat sharing.
The meeting is also likely to

discuss the candidates for
key local body elections. The
talks will be crucial as all the
three parties will be keen to
secure seats in proportion
to their strength. The deal is
likely to be finalised based
on their electoral prospects.
Jana Sena and BJP have re-
portedly submitted to Chan-
drababu Naidu lists of seats
they seek based on their re-
spective strengths.

The ruling coalition is keen
to finalise seat sharing before

the announcement of the poll
schedule, which is likely on
October 14.

Last week, Chandrababu
Naidu and Pawan Kalyan dis-
cussed seat-sharing among
the alliance partners, the con-
stituencies and local bodies
to be contested by each party,
and the selection of mayoral
candidates for key municipal
corporations. The two lead-
ers also reportedly discussed
the election strategies to be
adopted and the need for co-
ordination among the alli-
ance partners. The meeting
also focussed on evolving a
coordinated strategy to pro-
ject unity among the alliance
partners and secure strong
results at all levels in the lo-
cal body elections. Pawan
Kalyan on October 11 called
for adequate representation
for his Jana Sena Party in the
local body elections in recog-
nition of what he called sac-
rifices of the party cadres for
the formation and success of
the ruling coalition. He said

that the Jana Sena Party and
Janasainiks (party cadres)
have made many sacrifices
for the formation and success
of the alliance, and in recog-
nition of their sacrifices, they
should be given adequate
representation in the local
bodies in accordance with al-
liance dharma.

He stated that they had
fought for the future of the
state in the 2024 general
elections and expressed the
hope that the upcoming local
body elections would ensure
a secure future for the ‘Jana-
sainiks'. Pawan Kalyan also
mentioned about the sacrific-
es of Janasainiks in 2014.

"When we stood in
support of the alliance in
2014, not a single Janasainik
aspired for a political post.
They worked selflessly, pri-
oritising the state's interests
above all else. They made
numerous sacrifices for the
party and the alliance, set-
ting aside their personal in-
terests,” he said.

A Jammi Tree in
Every Village, a Jammi
Tree at Every Temple

Vemulawada BRS In-charge Chelmeda
Lakshmi Narasimha Rao Plants a Jammi Sapling
at the Ramalayam Temple in Jogapur Village

VEMULAWADA

helmeda Lakshmi Nar-
asimha Rao, BRS in-
charge for the Vemulawada
Assembly constituency,
planted a Jammi (Shami)
sapling in the premises of
the Ramalayam temple in
Jogapur village of Chan-
durthi mandal, Vemula-
wada constituency. Before
planting the sapling, he of-
fered prayers to Goddess Sri
Durgamata at the temple in
the village. He later plant-
ed the sapling at the local
Ramalayam temple along
with BRS mandal president
Myakala Yellanna and other
local party leaders.
Speaking on the occasion,
Chelmeda Lakshmi Nar-
asimha Rao appreciated the
Green India Challenge ini-

tiative launched by former
Rajya Sabha MP Joginipa-
lly Santosh Kumar under
the slogan, “A Jammi Tree
in Every Village, a Jammi
Tree at Every Temple.” He
said the initiative was com-
mendable as it aims to make
future generations aware of
the significance and cultur-
al importance of the Jam-
mi tree. He emphasised
the need to promote tree
planting while preserving
traditions for the benefit of
coming generations. He also
extended his advance greet-
ings to everyone on the oc-
casion of the Bathukamma
festival. Village Sarpanch
Mohammed Sameer, BRS
party leaders, Green India
Challenge member Kamal
Goud and others participat-
ed in the programme.
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Delhi CM Rekha Gupta

launches Rs 170 crore infra
projects in industrial areas

NEW DELHI, 0CT 13

he Delhi government,

led by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, on Tuesday
launched development pro-
jects worth Rs 170 crore
across nine industrial areas
to upgrade roads, strength-
en drainage infrastructure
and address long-pending
civic issues. The projects in-
clude the construction and
improvement of around 15
km of roads and the devel-
opment of approximately
34 km of stormwater drain-
age systems, said an official
statement. Chief Minister
Gupta inaugurated the pro-
jects at Rajasthani Udyog
Nagar Industrial Area, re-
affirming the government’s
commitment to modernis-
ing industrial infrastructure
and improving facilities for
businesses. CM Gupta said
industrial development is a
key government priority and
assured that there would be
no shortage of funds for up-
grading industrial areas.

She said the projects
would improve connectivi-
ty, reduce waterlogging and
create a cleaner, more effi-
cient environment for indus-
trial operations. No indus-
trial area in Delhi would be
left out of the development
process, she added.

The projects will also in-
clude underground utility
ducts to reduce repeated
road excavation for electric-
ity, water, telecommunica-
tions and other services.

Improved drainage and
durable roads are expected
to ease traffic movement,
minimise waterlogging and
help reduce dust and vehi-
cle-related pollution. Indus-
tries Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa said industrial
areas had faced infrastruc-
ture deficiencies for years,
with inadequate develop-
ment over the past 25 years
leaving several roads in poor
condition. Under Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta’s leader-
ship, the government has
prioritised these long-pend-
ing requirements, he said.
Sirsa emphasised that the
initiative would extend be-
yond road construction,
with regular maintenance
and upkeep receiving par-
ticular attention to ensure
lasting results. He said im-
proved roads, drainage and
utility management would
enhance the movement of
goods, improve business ef-
ficiency and support indus-
trial growth. The projects
cover Rajasthani Udyog
Nagar, GTK Udyog Nagar,
Naraina Industrial Area,
Lawrence Road, Najafgarh
(Rama Road), DLF Moti Na-
gar, Nangloi Jat and S-Block,
Okhla Phase I, among other
Industrial area locations.
Sirsa said the infrastructure
upgrade would strengthen
Delhi’s industrial ecosys-
tem, improve conditions for
businesses, support invest-
ment and create a stronger
foundation for employment
generation.

Memorial on First War of
Independence ready, PM to
inaugurate soon: Haryana minister

CHANDIGARH: (Oct 13)
Haryana minister Anil Vij on
Tuesday said the war memo-
rial in Ambala Cantonment
dedicated to the First War of
Independence is ready and
will be inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. "It is
dedicated to the sacrifices of
the brave men and women who

participated in the uprising of
1857 but whose contributions
did not receive the recognition
they deserved in history," Vij
said. Constructed at a cost of
about Rs 800 crore in Amba-
la Cantonment, Vij termed it
"Azadi ki Pehli Ladai ka Sha-
heed Smarak" and described it
as the largest of its kind in Asia.
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The Parched Peninsula:
Rethinking Water
Governance in South India

©)

outh India faces a structural ecological crisis. Across Kar-
nataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Ker-
ala, empty reservoirs, cracked farmland, and urban water
rationing are becoming recurring features of the landscape.
While shifting meteorological patterns play a direct role, the wors-
ening water scarcity in peninsular India is fundamentally a crisis of
resource governance, policy myopia, and climate unreadiness.

The immediate drivers of southern drought are well known:
erratic Southwest Monsoon winds and an increasingly unreliable
Northeast Monsoon, which provides crucial winter rainfall to coast-
al Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema, and Tamil Nadu. Soaring global
surface temperatures, coupled with recurring El Nifo conditions and
negative Indian Ocean Dipole phases, have disrupted moisture trans-
port over the Bay of Bengal, leading to prolonged dry spells. However,
pointing solely to climate phenomena obscures long-standing policy
failures. South India’s vulnerability is severely exacerbated by dec-
ades of unsustainable groundwater extraction and unviable cropping
choices. Water-intensive crops such as sugarcane and paddy contin-
ue to receive state subsidies and preferential procurement pricing,
encouraging their cultivation in semi-arid zones ill-suited for them.
Consequently, borewells have been drilled deeper each year, deplet-
ing deep aquifers that take decades to naturally recharge.

The impact is equally severe across rapid urbanizing hubs
like Bengaluru, Chennai, and Hyderabad. Unchecked urban sprawl
has paved over natural catchment networks, lakes, and floodplains.
Cities generate massive surface runoff during brief, intense rain
spells, yet allow the water to drain unused into polluted rivers and the
sea. When dry seasons arrive, metropolitan authorities rely heavily
on private water tankers and distant river basins, effectively transfer-
ring urban distress onto surrounding rural peripheries. Simultane-
ously, inter-state water disputes—most notably over the Cauvery and
Krishna rivers—continue to trigger intense political standoffs during
distress years. Hydro-politics frequently prioritizes regional political
narratives over cooperative basin-wide management, delaying emer-
gency relief and hindering joint ecological conservation strategies.

Addressing South India’s water crisis requires a fundamen-
tal shift from crisis-driven emergency management to long-term
structural adaptation. State governments must incentivize farmers in
arid districts to shift away from water-guzzling crops toward millets,
pulses, and oilseeds through direct price support and targeted mar-
ket access. Investments must prioritize localized aquifer recharge and
traditional water-harvesting systems—such as historic eiris, village
tanks, and check dams—over capital-intensive mega-projects, as local
structures raise water tables far more sustainably. In urban spaces,
municipalities must strictly enforce rainwater harvesting mandates,
restore polluted lakes, and scale up tertiary sewage treatment for in-
dustrial and non-potable reuse. Finally, neighboring states sharing
river basins need clear, data-backed frameworks for distress-sharing
during low-rainfall years to remove political friction from resource
management. Drought in Peninsular India is no longer an occasional
weather event; it is a structural reality under warming global condi-
tions that demands courageous policy reform and responsible envi-
ronmental stewardship.

America’s Double S
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Beyond Interest Rates:
Rethinking Economic Stability

“Inflation illustrates why this
distinction matters. When
food prices rise sharply,
households have less money
available for other goods and
services. Businesses depend-
ent on discretionary spending
may then face weaker de-
mand, affecting production
and employment.”

e 2026 Nobel Prize in Eco-
nomic Sciences awarded to
Robert E. Hall and Michael
Woodford highlights a funda-
mental challenge in economic policymak-
ing: how can governments and central
banks moderate economic fluctuations
without undermining long-term growth?
Their work on the microeconomic foun-
dations of macroeconomic stabilisation
has strengthened the theoretical basis for
understanding how individual decisions
shape the wider economy. For India, the
central lesson is that economic stability re-
quires more than adjusting interest rates
or pursuing headline growth. It demands
policies grounded in how households and
businesses respond to changing condi-
tions and expectations. Macroeconomic
indicators such as gross domestic product,
inflation and unemployment describe an
economy’s performance, but they do not
fully explain its movements. Household
spending depends on current income, ex-
pected future earnings, savings and access
to credit. Businesses make investment and
pricing decisions based on anticipated
demand, financing costs and uncertain-
ty. These decisions interact, sometimes
reinforcing an economic expansion and
sometimes deepening a slowdown. By
strengthening the microeconomic founda-
tions of macroeconomic models, Hall and
Woodford helped policymakers better un-
derstand these interactions and the con-
ditions under which policy can moderate
economic fluctuations.

Hall’s research brought greater attention
to the forward-looking behaviour of house-
holds. If people base consumption decisions
partly on their expectations of future in-
come, changes in spending cannot always
be predicted simply from current income
movements. New information about em-

ployment, earnings or economic prospects
can alter their decisions. This insight helps
explain why consumption may remain resil-
ient during a temporary setback or weaken
when households become uncertain about
the future. However, the response is not
uniform: families with limited savings or
restricted access to credit may have little
choice but to adjust spending immediately
when income changes.

Woodford developed a framework that
connected such behavioural foundations
with monetary policy, price-setting deci-
sions and expectations about future interest
rates. A central bank influences the economy
not merely through its current policy rate
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but also through how its decisions shape ex-
pectations. Credible communication about
the likely direction of policy can influence
borrowing, spending and pricing decisions
today. The effectiveness of monetary policy
therefore depends partly on whether house-
holds and businesses understand and trust
the policy framework. This is particularly
important when inflation expectations risk
becoming entrenched or when economic
activity weakens sharply. These insights are
relevant to India, where sustaining growth
while protecting purchasing power remains
a central policy challenge. Real GDP grew by
7.8% in the first quarter of 2026—27, accord-
ing to official estimates. Yet aggregate growth
alone does not establish whether income secu-
rity, employment opportunities and consump-
tion are improving equally across households.
The breadth of demand matters alongside its
overall strength. Policymakers must assess
whether growth is translating into productive
investment, secure livelihoods and sustainable
purchasing power rather than relying on head-
line output figures alone.

Inflation illustrates why this distinction
matters. When food prices rise sharply,
households have less money available for
other goods and services. Businesses de-
pendent on discretionary spending may

then face weaker demand, affecting pro-
duction and employment. Lower-income
families are particularly exposed because
essential items absorb a larger share of
their budgets. A price shock that begins
with a supply constraint can consequently
spread through the wider economy. Pro-
tecting purchasing power is therefore not
merely a social objective; it is also relevant
to the sustainability of domestic demand.
For the Reserve Bank of India, this
requires distinguishing between de-
mand-driven inflation and price pressures
caused primarily by supply disruptions.
Higher interest rates can restrain bor-
rowing and spending, helping to contain

/

persistent demand pressures and prevent
inflation expectations from becoming en-
trenched. But monetary tightening cannot
directly increase food production, remove
transport bottlenecks or reverse a surge
in global energy prices. When supply con-
straints dominate, improvements in pro-
duction, storage, logistics and market effi-
ciency must complement monetary policy.
When demand pressures are widespread,
interest-rate adjustments may be more
effective. The policy response must reflect
the source and persistence of inflation
rather than treating every price increase
alike.

Fiscal policy must be calibrated with
similar care. Productive public invest-
ment can support current demand while
expanding infrastructure and long-term
economic capacity. Targeted assistance
can protect vulnerable households against
severe price shocks, while poorly designed
subsidies and persistent fiscal imbalances
can create inefficiencies and constrain fu-
ture policy choices. The objective should
be to protect those most exposed to eco-
nomic disruption without weakening
incentives for investment, productivity
and employment. Coordination between
monetary and fiscal authorities becomes

especially important when weak demand,
inflationary pressures and external uncer-
tainty coexist. Economic models, however,
cannot eliminate the need for judgement.
Households differ in income security, sav-
ings and access to credit; businesses face
different financing conditions and degrees
of uncertainty. A change in interest rates
may affect a small enterprise depend-
ent on working capital differently from a
large company with substantial financial
resources. Models that overlook such dif-
ferences risk understating the uneven con-
sequences of economic shocks and policy
interventions. Reliable data, careful diag-
nosis and continuous assessment of policy
outcomes must therefore accompany theo-
retical analysis.

India’s challenge is to sustain produc-
tive investment and employment while
containing inflation and protecting pur-
chasing power. That requires credible pol-
icy communication, a clear understanding
of the forces driving economic fluctuations
and a judicious combination of monetary,
fiscal and supply-side measures. Hall and
Woodford’s work offers a stronger ana-
lytical foundation for understanding how
household and business decisions interact
with public policy. It does not prescribe
a universal solution to every crisis, but it
helps explain why the timing, design and
credibility of policy matter.

Economic stability is not achieved by
maximising growth or suppressing in-
flation in isolation. It requires limiting
disruptive fluctuations without sacrific-
ing the investment, consumption and
productive capacity needed for long-term
expansion. For India, the enduring lesson
is that effective economic management
must connect macroeconomic objectives
with the financial realities and expecta-
tions of the people and enterprises that
drive the economy.

D.JAIRAM

Subject Expert — Current Affairs
Founder & Mentor
Sri Jairam Competitive Academy

tandards: A Crisis of Glohal Gredibility

eing a global superpower does not
entitle a nation to impose its will
on the world or allow its might to
become an instrument of coercion.

The true worth of power lies in responsibility,
fairness and credibility, not in the number of
countries a nation can threaten or pressure.
Unfortunately, the policies of US President
Donald Trump have raised a fundamental
question before the international community:
will the world order be governed by rules and
principles, or by the convenience and self-in-
terest of powerful nations? Trump’s recent de-
cision to purchase Russian diesel has brought
this contradiction into sharp focus. On October
9, 2026, following a conversation with Russian
President Vladimir Putin, Trump announced
that Russia would immediately supply more
than 300,000 tonnes of diesel to the Ameri-
can and global markets. Further supplies of
500,000 tonnes in November and one million
tonnes subsequently were also announced. The
US administration granted temporary relief
from restrictions on Russian diesel imports,
according to international media reports.

The irony is unmistakable. Until recently, the
United States had been reprimanding countries
for purchasing Russian oil. India, in particular,
faced an additional 25 per cent tariff over its
Russian oil imports, while tougher measures
against countries engaged in Russia’s energy
trade were also proposed. The Lindsey O. Gra-
ham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act of 2026,
passed by the US Congress, provided a legisla-
tive basis for the possibility of additional tariffs
on countries purchasing Russian energy. Yet
the same America is now opening its doors to
Russian diesel under pressure from domestic
energy requirements and rising fuel prices. The
question is not whether the United States has
the right to secure fuel for its people. Every sov-
ereign nation has that right. The real question
is why a decision portrayed as morally indefen-
sible when taken by India, allegedly financing
Russia’s war machinery, becomes a matter of
national necessity when America makes it.
Does morality change at national borders? Are
international rules meant only for weaker na-
tions?

The central contradiction in Washington’s
approach lies in its selective interpretation of
energy sanctions. The United States has re-
peatedly linked Russian energy purchases to
the financing of the war in Ukraine. Yet when
rising diesel prices began burdening Ameri-
can farmers, truckers and consumers, the ad-

ministration turned to the very source it had
urged others to avoid. According to Reuters,
diesel prices in the United States had reached
approximately $6.28 per gallon on October 8.
With the midterm elections scheduled for No-
vember 3, rising fuel costs have become a po-
litical challenge for the Trump administration.
This reveals the difference between rhetoric
and reality. When India purchases Russian
oil to protect its economy, energy security and
millions of consumers, it is lectured on interna-
tional morality. But when American voters face
expensive fuel, those same principles recede
into the background, giving way to national in-
terest. What kind of policy demands adherence
to principles from others while creating excep-
tions for oneself? Preaching is easy; practising
the same standards is far more difficult.

The Hindi proverb “Par Updesh Kushal
Bahutere”—many are adept at preaching to
others—aptly captures this American incon-
sistency. A country that expects the world to
respect international rules must demonstrate
consistency, transparency and accountability
in its own conduct. Double standards do more
than weaken the moral standing of a powerful
nation; they also erode the confidence of its al-
lies and strategic partners. For India, the issue
is particularly significant. The country depends
heavily on imported petroleum to meet its en-
ergy needs. Oil procurement is therefore not
merely a commercial transaction; it directly af-
fects the national economy, inflation, transpor-
tation, agriculture, industry and the everyday
lives of ordinary citizens. Rising global oil pric-
es increase the cost of fuel, freight and essential
commodities. India’s energy security conse-
quently depends on reliable supplies, affordable
prices and the freedom to make decisions in

accordance with its national interests. Ignor-
ing these considerations under pressure from a
superpower would be neither practical nor pru-
dent. Purchasing Russian oil does not automat-
ically amount to endorsing the war in Ukraine,
just as questioning the fairness or effectiveness
of energy sanctions does not mean defending
military aggression. These are distinct issues
that must be assessed independently.

Efforts to end the war, safeguard Ukraine’s
sovereignty and protect civilian lives remain
essential. At the same time, the effectiveness
and fairness of economic sanctions deserve
impartial scrutiny. If energy purchases are
considered a means of financing war, the same
standard must apply to every country. Target-
ing weaker nations or geopolitical rivals while
permitting exceptions when domestic circum-
stances demand them undermines the very
moral justification offered for such restrictions.
Trump’s decision has also provoked concern
in Ukraine. President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
has criticised the move as beneficial to Russia,
arguing that it could provide Moscow with ad-
ditional resources to sustain the war. The deci-
sion has drawn criticism from American law-
makers as well. Trump’s subsequent suggestion
that Zelenskyy should be replaced as Ukraine’s
leader has further complicated the situation.

The question of who leads a sovereign na-
tion belongs to its people and its constitutional
framework. If the United States presents itself
as a champion of democracy and freedom, it
must also respect the political sovereignty of
other countries. Peace initiatives deserve sup-
port, but placing disproportionate pressure on
a nation already suffering from war cannot be
considered just or constructive. This episode

offers the world an important lesson: being
a superpower and being a trusted power are
two different things. The former derives from
economic, military and political resources; the
latter is earned through fairness, consistency,
integrity and responsible conduct.

The United States remains one of the world’s
most influential economic and political powers.
However, repeated inconsistencies in its poli-
cies risk damaging its international standing
and undermining confidence in its leadership.
The familiar maxim, “As you sow, so shall you
reap,” applies not only to individuals but also
to nations. A country that disregards the con-
sequences of its own double standards may
eventually find its credibility diminished and
its influence weakened. If Washington con-
siders purchasing Russian diesel a legitimate
response to its domestic economic needs, it
must acknowledge that India and other nations
have an equally legitimate right to protect their
energy security. The principles applied to one
country cannot be dismissed when another in-
vokes them. Fairness in international relations
requires common standards, not selective ex-
emptions.

India, too, must draw the appropriate les-
sons from this development by strengthening
its energy security, economic resilience and
strategic autonomy. Neither blind opposition
to another country nor unquestioning support
for a powerful ally serves the national interest.
What matters is the independent assessment of
every decision in the light of national priorities,
international peace and universally applica-
ble principles. Ultimately, power can compel
the world to yield for a time, but only just and
consistent conduct can win lasting trust. Amer-
ica’s greatest challenge today is not merely to
demonstrate its strength, but to preserve its
credibility. History judges nations not simply
by the magnitude of their power, but by the in-
tegrity, wisdom and responsibility with which
they exercise it.
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[JU Expresses Serious Concern
Over Detention of Journalists
Covering Youth Protests in Delhi

NEW DELHI

e Indian Journalists
Union (IJU) express-
es serious concern over the
detention of journalists and
media personnel while they
were covering the recent
youth-led protests in New
Delhi against alleged large-
scale deletions of voters’
names during the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. Reports that
journalists from several
media organisations were
detained, pushed into police
vehicles and taken to differ-
ent locations despite display-
ing valid press identity cards
are deeply disturbing. Such
actions constitute an unwar-
ranted interference with the
professional duties of jour-
nalists and undermine the
fundamental principles of
press freedom and the pub-
lic’s right to information. The
1JU recognises the responsi-
bility of the Delhi Police and
the administration to main-
tain law and order during
public demonstrations. How-
ever, the enforcement of law
must not become a pretext
for obstructing legitimate
journalistic work. Journal-
ists covering protests are not
participants merely because
they are present at the scene.
Their responsibility is to re-
port events independently,
accurately and impartially in
the public interest.

The 1JU urges the Delhi
Police and the administra-
tion to respect press freedom
and ensure that journalists
are allowed to discharge their
professional duties without
fear, intimidation or unnec-
essary restrictions. Once a
journalist’s identity has been
verified through a valid press
identity card or other ap-
propriate credentials, there
should be no justification for
detaining or removing them
merely for covering a demon-
stration. The Union also calls
upon the authorities to issue

clear instructions to police
personnel deployed at pro-
test sites to distinguish be-
tween journalists perform-
ing their professional duties
and individuals participating
in demonstrations. Any re-
striction imposed on media
personnel must be strictly
necessary, lawful and pro-
portionate, and must not be
used to prevent the reporting
of events of public impor-
tance. The 1JU is particu-
larly concerned by reports
of journalists being taken
away from protest sites and
transported to distant loca-
tions before being released.
Such practices not only cause
unnecessary ~ harassment
but also obstruct the timely
coverage of important pub-
lic events. Any allegations of
assault, intimidation or de-
liberate obstruction of jour-
nalists must be impartially
investigated, and accounta-
bility must be fixed wherever
violations are established.
The Union further urges the
authorities to uphold the
constitutional freedoms of
speech and expression and
the public’s right to know. A
vibrant democracy requires
that peaceful dissent be
heard and that journalists
remain free to report on the
actions of the government,
the police and protestors
without jinterference. The
1JU calls upon the Delhi
Police Commissioner and
the concerned authorities to
ensure that such incidents
are not repeated and that all
journalists detained while
performing their profession-
al duties are treated with
dignity and their rights are
respected. Press freedom is
not a privilege granted by the
authorities; it is an essential
pillar of democracy. Protect-
ing journalists while they
report on public protests is
indispensable to ensuring
transparency, accountability
and the right of citizens to be

informed.

HOMELAND

Madhya Pradesh: CM Yadav to transfer 41st
instalment of Ladli Behna Yojana tomorrow

BHOPAL, OCT 13

adhya Pradesh Chief

Minister Mohan Yadav
will transfer the 4ist instal-
ment of the Ladli Behna Yoja-
na on Wednesday, providing
monthly financial assistance
of Rs 1,500 each to around 1.25
crore eligible women across the
state. The amount will be trans-
ferred directly to the benefi-
ciaries' bank accounts through
a single-click process at a Ladli
Behna Yojana conference in
Guruvahi village under Man-
pur Janpad Panchayat in Uma-
ria district, coinciding with the
Navratri festival.

The Chief Minister will also
transfer subsidies for LPG re-
fills at Rs 450 to eligible ben-
eficiaries registered under the
scheme, covering both Pradhan
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Mantri Ujjwala Yojana con-
sumers and women in the
non-Ujjwala category.
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The Ladli Behna Yojana
was launched in June 2023
to promote women's econom-
ic self-reliance, improve their
health and nutritional status,
and strengthen their participa-
tion in family decision-making.

Since its launch, the Madhya
Pradesh government has reg-
ularly transferred monthly as-
sistance to around 1.25 crore

women. By September 2026,
a total of 40 instalments had
been disbursed, with the lat-
est payment marking the 41st
instalment. In addition to the
regular assistance, beneficiar-
ies received special financial
assistance of Rs 250 on four
occasions in August 2023,
2024, 2025 and 2026, accord-
ing to the state government.
While eligible general bene-
ficiaries receive Rs 1,500 per
month, women covered under
the scheme who also receive
benefits under the Social Se-
curity Pension Scheme are
provided Rs 9oo monthly, as
per the scheme's provisions.
Payments are made directly
to Aadhaar-linked bank ac-
counts enabled for Direct Ben-
efit Transfer (DBT). The state
government has allocated Rs

23,882.81 crore for the scheme
in the 2026-27 financial year.
During the Umaria conference,
Yadav will also inaugurate 68
development projects worth
Rs 87.31 crore and perform the
ground-breaking ceremony
for 68 other projects worth Rs
56.84 crore. The 136 projects
together are valued at around
Rs 144.16 crore. The projects
cover the Bandhavgarh and
Manpur Assembly constitu-
encies. In Bandhavgarh, 18
projects worth Rs 59.07 crore
will be inaugurated, while
the foundation stones for 46
projects worth Rs 32.25 crore
will be laid. In Manpur, 50
projects worth Rs 28.25 crore
will be inaugurated, and the
ground-breaking ceremony
will be held for 22 projects
worth Rs 24.59 crore.

'Earning up to Rs 40,000 a day, practising for
16 fake doctors caught in Gujarat

decades":

SURAT, 0CT 13

ujarat’s Surat City Special
Operations Group (SOG),
in coordination with the district
health department, has appre-
hended 16 alleged fake doctors
operating clinics in the Pande-
sara area and seized medicines,
injections, syrups and medical
equipment worth Rs 1,82,444,
police said on Tuesday. The ac-
tion followed instructions from
Police Commissioner Wabang
Jamir to identify and conduct
raids on clinics allegedly run by
people without recognised med-
ical qualifications or on the basis
of forged degrees. According to
the police, concerns had been
raised about patients' lives being
put at risk by unqualified prac-
titioners, with some people re-
portedly having died following
treatment by such individuals.
Acting under the supervi-
sion of Deputy Commissioner

of Police Rajdeepsinh Nakum,
the SOG began checking clinics
across the city. "A team led by
Inspector A.S. Sonara received
information about several clin-
ics operating in the Pandesara
area and sent dummy patients
to verify the allegations. The
information was subsequent-
ly confirmed," the police said.
The SOG then coordinated with
Chief District Health Officer Dr
Anil Patel of the Surat District
Panchayat to conduct simul-
taneous raids. Separate teams
comprising health officials and
SOG personnel carried out the
operation.

The 16 individuals were al-
legedly operating clinics under
names including Bharat Clinic,
Sai Dham Clinic, Neer Clinic,
Narayan Clinic, Surendra Clinic,
Bhakta Radha Clinic, Sai Clinic,
Probir Clinic, Navdeep Clinic,
Pratima Clinic, Free Sevasa-
dan, Shri Krishna Clinic and

Gurukrupa Clinic. According to
details released by the SOG, the
alleged practitioners ranged in
age from 23 to 58 and had been
operating clinics for periods
ranging from several months
to more than three decades.
Their educational backgrounds
varied from Class 10 and Class
12 qualifications to bachelor's
degrees, including BSc and BA
qualifications. Some claimed to
have worked as compounders
or helpers at hospitals and nurs-
ing homes before starting their
practices. Officials stated that
several of the individuals ex-
amined between five and 35 pa-
tients daily. Their reported daily
earnings ranged from Rs 700 to
Rs 40,000.

The highest figure was at-
tributed to Kapilkumar Verma,
58, who was allegedly operat-
ing Free Sevasadan and had
been running clinics at differ-
ent locations for 33 years. He

BJP Hits Back at Rahul Gandhi’s
Remarks, Backs Ajit Doval

Party Says Comments on National Security Adviser Touch Uttarakhand’s Pride
and Respect for the Nation’s Bravehearts; Seeks Clarification from Congress

Dehradun,Uttarakhand:
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has strongly reacted
to Rahul Gandhi’s alleged
remarks concerning Nation-
al Security Adviser Ajit Do-
val, describing the issue as
one linked to Uttarakhand’s
pride, military traditions and
respect for those who have
dedicated their lives to the
nation.

The BJP said Ajit Doval, a
distinguished son of Uttara-
khand, has played a signifi-
cant role in India’s national
security over several decades.
The party maintained that
political leaders should exer-
cise restraint and responsi-
bility while commenting on
individuals associated with
the country’s security estab-
lishment. Referring to the late

e <
General Bipin Rawat, the BJP
said Uttarakhand has a proud
legacy of producing brave and
dedicated personalities who
have made significant con-
tributions to the nation. The
party alleged that Congress
leaders have repeatedly raised
questions over military op-
erations and the functioning
of the armed forces. The BJP
cited debates surrounding the
surgical strikes, the Balakot

airstrike and the Galwan
Valley incident, demanding
that the Congress clarify its
position on matters concern-
ing national security and the
armed forces. The party also
questioned whether Rahul
Gandhi’s reported remarks
reflected the Congress’s offi-
cial position. It called upon
the state Congress leadership
to clarify its stand and explain
whether it endorsed the com-

ments. The BJP asserted that
political disagreement is an
essential part of democracy,
but it should not come at the
cost of dignity and respect for
individuals who have served
the country. It said matters
relating to national security
require responsible public
discourse rather than politi-
cal confrontation. Emphasis-
ing the emotional significance
of Uttarakhand’s military
heritage, the party said the
contributions of the state’s
distinguished sons should
be acknowledged with dig-
nity. However, the complete
context of Rahul Gandhi’s
remarks and the Congress’s
official response would be
necessary to establish the full
circumstances surrounding
the controversy.

was reported to have studied
up to Class 10 and learnt med-
ical practice from books. The
SOG also cited previous cases
involving two of the accused. A
case against Shiyaram Morya,
54, was registered at Pandesara
police station in 2002, while an-
other case involving Vinodbhai
Biswas Chansi, 58, was regis-
tered in 2008. It also stated that
a case had previously been regis-
tered against Saddam Bankhan,
31, by the SOG at Pandesara
police station. The seized ma-
terial included different types
of medicines, injections, syrups
and medical equipment. "Cases
have been registered against the
16 accused at Pandesara police
station, and legal proceedings
have been initiated," the police
said. Separately, the district
health department will initiate
action against the alleged practi-
tioners under the Clinical Estab-
lishments Act.

"NFR Records

46.5% Growth in Freight

Loading in September 2026

MALIGAON, 13
OCTOBER, 2026

ortheast Frontier

Railway (NFR) regis-
tered a strong performance
in freight transportation
during September 2026,
achieving a total freight
loading of 1.134 million
tonnes (MT), marking a
significant growth of 46.5%
over the 0.774 MT recorded
during September 2025.
The cumulative freight
loading from April to Sep-
tember 2026 reached 6.226
MT, registering a growth
of 12% over the 5.557 MT
recorded during the cor-
responding period of the
previous financial year.
The growth in September
was driven by a strong per-
formance across several
key commodity segments.
Food grains loading surged
by 610%, reaching 0.071
MT compared to Septem-
ber 2025. Miscellaneous
commodities, including
fruits, vegetables and tim-
ber, recorded growth of
over 157%, while cement
and fertilizer loading regis-
tered impressive increases
of 295% and 200%, respec-
tively. Dolomite loading
grew by 52%, while con-
tainer traffic recorded
an increase of 17.6%. The

positive momentum was
also reflected in the cumu-
lative performance during
April-September 2026.
Cement loading registered
an impressive growth of
181%, while dolomite load-
ing increased by 36.7%.
Coal and container traffic
also recorded growth of
8.2% and 9.6%, respective-
ly, compared to the corre-
sponding period of the pre-
vious financial year. This
sustained growth un-
derscores NFR’s contin-
ued efforts to strengthen
freight operations through
improved operational
efficiency, enhanced coor-
dination with freight cus-
tomers and streamlined
transportation of essential
commodities. The Railway
remains focused on ex-
panding its freight traffic
base, meeting the evolv-
ing logistics requirements
of the region and provid-
ing reliable, efficient and
customer-oriented freight
services. With its contin-
ued emphasis on service
excellence and operational
performance,  Northeast
Frontier Railway remains
committed to supporting
regional economic activi-
ty and strengthening rail-
based logistics across the
Northeast and beyond

North Eastern Railway Committed to
Providing Pure and Clean Drinking Water

GORAKHPUR, OCTOBER 13,
2026

North Eastern Railway
(NER) has prioritised the
continuous monitoring and
maintenance of water tanks,
water coolers, taps, filters, dis-
tribution points and pipelines
at railway stations, offices and
residential colonies to ensure
the availability of clean and
safe drinking water for passen-
gers and railway employees.
Chief Health Inspectors and
Health Inspectors are regular-
ly conducting residual chlorine
tests, bacteriological culture
tests and chemical analyses to
ensure the safety of drinking
water. Providing pure drink-
ing water to passengers and
railway employees is one of the
top priorities of the railway ad-
ministration, and these efforts
will continue as an ongoing
campaign.

Water Quality Tests Con-

Global Manipur Federation expresses
solidarity with MP Prof. Angomcha Bimol

BANGKOK / DUBAI/
LONDON / MELBOURNE /
SEOUL, 13 OCTOBER 2026

he Global Manipur Feder-
ation (GMF) has expressed
its solidarity with Professor
Angomcha Bimol Akoijam,
Member of Parliament from
Inner Manipur, over what it
described as discouragement
of his commendable work and
disheartening of growing pub-
lic inspiration in Manipur. In a
statement issued today, GMF
said its concern is to uphold
rationality against the prevail-
ing ecosystem of unhealthy
political engagement that de-
preciates the new-found ener-
gy in Manipur and extinguish-
es the long-awaited spirit to
save the motherland.
The federation said it does

ol TR TE
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not want the recurring vio-
lence and humanitarian crisis
facing Manipur to be over-
shadowed by unproductive po-
litical expressions against the
MP. GMF urged the university
administration and governing
bodies to ensure complete ad-
herence to statutory require-
ments, institutional statutes
and due process in resolving
the matter. The statement
pointed out that serious pro-
cedural irregularities have
reportedly surfaced, raising
questions about the validity
of the professor's dismissal.
It cited Section 16 of the Sex-
ual Harassment of Women at

Workplace (Prevention, Pro-
hibition and Redressal) Act,
2013 (POSH Act), which man-
dates confidentiality regard-
ing identities of complainant
and respondent as well as
proceedings and related in-
formation. Meanwhile, the
Jawaharlal Nehru University
Teachers' Association (JNU-
TA) has strongly criticised
the Vice-Chancellor's actions,
alleging that prescribed legal
and institutional procedures
were bypassed. According to
JNUTA, under Statute 30 of
the JNU Act, the authority to
dismiss faculty members rests
with the Executive Council

rather than the Vice-Chancel-
lor acting unilaterally.

GMF said the campaign
surrounding Professor Bimol
may have broader effects, in-
cluding diverting attention
from Manipur's ongoing chal-
lenges, weakening emerging
calls for political change and
shifting public and media fo-
cus away from continuing vio-
lence, humanitarian concerns
and growing protests across
the nation. The statement was
issued on behalf of Global
Manipur Federation by Mimi
Ningjaa (Thailand), Sunil
Thokchom (Middle East),
Laishram Tiken (Europe), In-
dira L (Australia) and Jinine
(Korea), representing Asia,
Africa, America, Australia,
Europe, Middle East and New
Zealand.

ducted Across Lucknow
Division
Under the joint guidance
of Dr. Ramesh Chand, Chief
Medical Superintendent, Di-
visional Hospital, Badshahna-
gar, and Bhuwanesh Singh,
Additional Divisional Railway
Manager (Infrastructure),
Chief Health Inspectors and
Health Inspectors conducted
inspections across 13 major
railway stations and four ma-
jor residential colonies in Luc-
know Division. A total of 264

residual chlorine tests and sev-
en bacteriological culture tests
were conducted. Following the
examinations, all water sam-
ples were found to conform to
the prescribed standards. Sim-
ilarly, regular residual chlorine
and bacteriological culture
tests are being conducted at
major railway stations in Izzat-
nagar Division.
Inspections Across Vara-
nasi Division

In Varanasi Division, Chief

Health Inspectors and Health

Inspectors inspected water
tanks, water coolers, water
filters, pipelines and pumping
systems at railway stations,
residential colonies, coaching
depots, hospitals, health cen-
tres, running rooms, crew lob-
bies and offices.

Continuous Monitoring to En-
sure Safe Drinking Water
North Eastern Railway will

continue this inspection cam-
paign across all its railway
stations, residential colonies
and offices to ensure the avail-
ability of pure drinking water.
Health inspectors are conduct-
ing regular tests to ensure that
the water supplied to passen-
gers and employees meets the
prescribed quality standards.
The railway administration
reiterated that providing clean
drinking water to passengers
and railway employees re-
mains a priority and that con-
tinuous monitoring of water
quality will be maintained.

RTI Week 2026 concludes in Imphal

Imphal, October 13, 2026
: The Manipur Information
Commission organised the
closing function of the Right
to Information (RTI) Week
Celebration 2026 at the Au-
ditorium Hall of the Directo-
rate of Information and Pub-
lic Relations (DIPR), Imphal.
The programme was organ-
ised under the sponsorship of
the Department of Personnel
& Training, Ministry of Per-
sonnel, Public Grievances
& Pension, Government of
India. The closing function
was attended by Shri Th. Ibo-
bi Singh, former State Chief
Information Commissioner
as the chief guest; Shri Oin-
am Sunil Singh, former State
Chief Information Commis-
sioner (In-charge) and Ad-
visor (Media) to the Chief
Minister, and Smt. Nungshi-
tombi Athokpam, State In-
formation Commissioner, as
guests of honour. Shri Koijam

ium Hall of DIPR, Imphal
ctober, 202 (4%
kbw
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Radhashyam Singh, State
Chief Information Commis-
sioner, presided over the
function. Speaking as chief
guest, Shri Th. Ibobi Singh
highlighted the importance
of the Right to Information
Act, 2005, in promoting
transparency and account-
ability in government func-
tioning. He noted that the
Manipur Information Com-
mission (MIC), established
on September 13, 2006, has
played an important role in
enabling citizens to access
information held by public

B
OEseaed by:

authorities.

He stressed the need for ef-
fective implementation of the
RTI Act in Manipur, noting
challenges in its functioning
and concerns about the safe-
ty of RTI activists. He also
urged public authorities to
ensure timely access to infor-
mation and proactively dis-
close departmental activities,
funds, staffing and organisa-
tional details through official
websites and other platforms.
Citizens were encouraged to
use the Act responsibly to ad-
dress public grievances and

promote welfare of society.

Shri Oinam Sunil Singh
emphasised the need to pop-
ularise the RTI Act in Mani-
pur to promote transparency,
accountability and reduce
corruption in government
functioning. He clarified
that RTI is not a grievance
redressal mechanism but a
tool for obtaining official in-
formation and documentary
evidence to expose irregu-
larities. Citizens can use such
evidence to approach the
media or appropriate legal
authorities. He also stressed
the importance of creating
RTI awareness among stu-
dents through schools, col-
leges and universities and
encouraging greater public
participation to strengthen
the RTI movement.

The prize distribution cer-
emony for the RTI Quiz Com-
petition was also held during

the programme.
] |
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Pakistan expanding military commitments in Midale
East despite Sll‘ll!l!lllll!l {o control several fronts |

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has been increasing its mili-
tary commitments in the Middle East
at a time when it is struggling to con-
trol the fronts it already possesses. In
September, Pakistan conducted fresh
airstrikes in Afghanistan while its
other disputes remain unresolved, a
report has detailed.

On August 7, Saudi Arabia, Paki-
stan and Turkey signed the Mecca
Joint Defence Agreement. Under the
pact, an attack on any one country
would be considered an attack on
all three nations. The agreement re-
flected the shared commitment of the
three nations "to further strengthen
their collective security and to pro-
mote peace, security, and stability
in the region and beyond, in pursuit
of a secure and prosperous future",
a statement released by Pakistan's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs men-
tioned.

As Saudi Arabia's confrontation
with the Houthis escalates, Paki-
stan has moved beyond diplomatic
engagement towards providing mil-
itary support. Pakistan has not yet
decided to deploy its forces to fight
in Yemen. Pakistan's involvement
today can increase through defence
commitments, military coordination,

advisors and material support, with-
out parliamentary accountability
in which elected lawmakers decide
where the red line of the country lies,
according to the report in EU Report-
er.

"The paradox is that Pakistan is ex-
panding its military commitments in
the Middle East at precisely the mo-
ment when it is struggling to control
the fronts it already has. In late Sep-
tember, it carried out fresh air strikes
inside Afghanistan, as confrontation

with the Taliban government and the
threat from the TTP have turned the
western frontier into an active the-
atre of conflict. To the east, the fragile
de-escalation with India following
the serious military confrontation of
2025 remains under strain: while the
dispute over the Indus Waters Treaty
remains unresolved,” Dimitra Staik-
ou wrote in EU Reporter.

"Yet on October 5, Islamabad
agreed with Turkey to the rapid de-
ployment of military forces and ca-

pabilities to Saudi Arabia under the
Mecca Pact, while Pakistani support
for Riyadh’s operations against the
Houthis has already moved beyond
diplomatic solidarity to military
equipment, advisers and operation-
al assistance. A country conducting
strikes across the Afghan border
while managing an exceptionally
fragile relationship with India is si-
multaneously choosing to expand its
military obligations in the Gulf. Saudi
Arabia has obvious reasons to want

Pakistani military power; it is far less
obvious what vital Pakistani interest
is served by gradual involvement in
yet another war. Here, the compar-
ison with 2015 becomes even more
damning," the author added.

In 2015, Saudi Arabia had request-
ed Pakistan to provide military sup-
port for its intervention in Yemen.
At the time, Saudi Arabia's request
was raised in Pakistan's parliament,
where lawmakers chose neutrality,
stressing that intervention in Yemen
could damage Islamabad's ties with
Tehran and spark tensions between
Shia and Sunni communities in Pa-
kistan.

"In 2026, by contrast, there is a
danger that the ambitions of the mil-
itary establishment — regional influ-
ence, strategic prestige and the ar-
my’s emergence as an indispensable
security partner for the Gulf monar-
chies — are being presented as the
interests of the country itself. But the
interests of Pakistan’s generals are
not, by definition, the interests of Pa-
kistan. And when elected institutions
no longer possess the same power to
make that distinction, strategic over-
reach ceases to be merely bad foreign
policy. It becomes a symptom of who
really governs," Staikou wrote in EU
Reporter.

Bulgaria PM summons Russian

‘Where is the evidence?” Indian
envoy asks Canada over Nijjar case

OTTAWA

agents and the killing. India re-
jected the charge as absurd.

ambassador after merchant ship attacks

India’s High Commissioner to
Canada Dinesh Patnaik has
challenged Canada to produce
evidence of Indian government
involvement in the killing of
Sikh separatist Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, saying it should have
come out by now. “It’s been al-
most three years since Prime
Minister Trudeau spoke in par-
liament. Where is the evidence?”
Patnaik said in an interview with
CPAC’s Open Question, hosted
by Marc-Andre Cossette. “If you
have evidence which implicates
anybody in India on this issue,
we are willing to take action. We
are ready to take action. Show us
the evidence,” he said.

The interview was
posted on October 9
Then Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau told Parliament in
September 2023 that Canadian
agencies were pursuing credible
allegations of a potential link
between Indian government

Patnaik declined to discuss
the case of four people on trial in
Surrey. “There are four individ-
uals who are being tried and so
it’s now in the court. So I'm not
going to comment on it,” he said.

If the case brings out any ev-
idence that there are people in
India involved in it, we will take
action against them,” he said.

He cited Operation Hardball,
a US-led investigation that he
said made arrests in the US and
Canada about two months ear-
lier.

He said it identified the Bish-
noi gang, but “they were very
clear on both the American side
the Canadian side there though
no involvement of the Indian
government in this”.

“Any suggestion that a gov-
ernment is involved with crim-
inal gangs is just preposterous,”
he said. Patnaik called the rup-
ture “ablip” and said: “We do not
have any geopolitical problems
between us.

SOFIA

Prime Minister Rumen Radev
summoned Russian Ambas-
sador to Bulgaria Eleonora
Mitrofanova on Tuesday over
a series of drone attacks on
merchant ships in Bulgaria's
exclusive economic zone in the
Black Sea over the past week.
Radev acknowledged that Bul-
garia did not have conclusive
evidence regarding the origin
of the drones. However, he
argued that since one of the
vessels targeted was registered
in Ukraine and Ukrainian-
owned, "it makes no sense for
Ukraine to destroy its own
ships,” according to the Bul-
garian Government Informa-
tion Service (GIS).
Mitrofanova said she un-
derstood Radev's reasoning
but had received no informa-
tion from the Russian gov-
ernment related to the recent
attacks in the Black Sea, the

GIS added. Meanwhile, Mi-
trofanova raised the possibil-
ity that these attacks on mer-
chant ships near Bulgarian
territorial waters could have
been a provocation by a third
country, Xinhua News Agency
reported.

Radev emphasised that
attacks on merchant ships
were absolutely unacceptable,
warning that they risked sig-
nificantly escalating the con-

flict. He called for continued
investigations with the EU
and NATO allies to establish
the truth.

Tensions in the Black Sea
near Bulgaria have escalat-
ed since unidentified drones
sank one merchant ship and
set another on fire about 70
nautical miles east of Byala
on Oct. 6. Two more merchant

3," flying the Maltese flag,
registered in Ukraine, and
Ukrainian-owned, was at-
tacked 18 nautical miles east
of the town of Byala.
Bulgarian authorities
rescued all 15 crew mem-
bers aboard the vessel. The
other ship, the Guinea-Bis-
sau-flagged "HS Dignity,"
sank near Krapets. Accord-
ing to the latest update from
Bulgarian authorities, five
crew members were rescued,
while 11 remained missing.
The crew members were safe-
ly transported to the port of
Varna, where five of them
received medical care. The
incident marked the second
drone attack on merchant
ships near Bulgaria within a
week. On October 6, uniden-
tified drones sank one mer-
chant ship and set another on
fire about 70 nautical miles

BEYOND BORDERS

ships
early Tuesday. The "Chelsea

came under attack

east of Byala, within Bulgar- |
ia's exclusive economic zone.
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US lawmakers demand

s

WASHINGTON

A group of Democratic law-
makers has demanded that
the Pentagon explain whether
American forces were respon-
sible for a deadly strike on a
wedding gathering in Iran.

Representatives Jason Crow
of Colorado, Yassamin Ansari
of Arizona and Sara Jacobs of
California sought detailed an-
swers from Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth about the Sep-
tember 1 attack in Kuhestak,
southern Iran, which reported-
ly killed five civilians, includ-
ing two children, and injured
dozens.

In a letter made public by
Crow's office on Tuesday, the
lawmakers questioned the mil-
itary's targeting decisions, the
status of investigations and the
steps taken to protect civilians
during American operations.

The Pentagon has not public-
ly acknowledged responsibility
for the wedding strike.

The lawmakers cited report-
ing by The Washington Post
indicating a high likelihood
that American forces carried
out the attack. According to
the account cited in their let-
ter, six weapons launched from
US Navy aircraft targeted a
communications complex near
the wedding venue, and one
missed its intended target.

"We demand urgent an-
swers regarding the United
States' role in this strike, why
the strike proceeded given the
clear risk of significant civilian
harm, and what steps the De-
partment is taking to prevent
further civilian casualties in
Iran," the lawmakers wrote.

They said the victims includ-
ed a four-year-old boy and a
16-year-old boy.

The lawmakers asked the
Pentagon to establish whether
American forces conducted the
strike, identify the intended
target and explain what assess-
ment was made of the potential
danger to civilians.

They also sought details of
any formal investigation, in-

answers on Iran strlkes

cluding whether the investigat-
ing officer was independent of
the operational chain of com-
mand. The lawmakers gave the
Pentagon until October 26 to
respond.

Their letter also raised con-
cerns about an earlier strike
on the Shajareh Tayyebeh El-
ementary School in Minab on
February 28, the opening day
of the war.

The lawmakers cited reports
that 175 civilians, including
120 children, were killed in
that attack. They said the Pen-
tagon had neither publicly ac-
knowledged responsibility nor
released the findings of its in-
vestigation.

They also referred to a strike
on a youth sports hall in Lam-
erd, where 21 civilians, includ-
ing seven children, were re-
portedly killed. The Pentagon
has denied responsibility for
that incident. The letter criti-
cised reductions in Pentagon
programmes designed to min-
imise civilian casualties.

According to the lawmak-
ers, civilian harm mitigation
personnel at US Central Com-
mand have reportedly fallen
from more than 10 to one full-
time staff member. They said
staffing at the congressionally
mandated Civilian Protection
Centre of Excellence had de-
clined from more than 30 to
seven. The lawmakers argued
that these reductions could
weaken the military's ability to
identify civilian infrastructure
and assess risks before con-
ducting operations.

US Central Command has
said the American military
does not target civilians. Vice
President J D Vance previously
expressed scepticism about re-
ports of American responsibil-
ity for the wedding strike while
acknowledging that the inci-
dent was under investigation.

The dispute comes amid
continuing congressional
scrutiny of the human cost of
American military operations
against Iran, which began on
February 28.

Guilfoyle denies 'false’ allegations,
signals exit as US envoy to Greece

WASHINGTON

Former Ambassador of the US
to Greece Kimberly Guilfoyle
on Tuesday called the allega-
tions against her "false" and
signalled that her tenure was
ending, after the White House
said it had asked her to resign.

"I also want to address the
recent allegations against me.
These allegations are false,
and I intend to vigorously de-
fend my name, my reputation,
and my integrity,” Guilfoyle
said in a statement said on so-
cial media platform X.

"I will not allow false accu-
sations to define my decades
of public service," she added.

"While my time as Am-
bassador may be coming to
an end, my commitment to
President Trump, the Amer-
ica First movement, and the
country I love will never end,"
she said.

Guilfoyle thanked Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio,
saying serving as ambassador
"has been the honour of a life-
time".

"I will forever be grateful
to President Donald J. Trump
and Secretary of State Marco
Rubio for entrusting me with
the extraordinary privilege
of representing the greatest
country in the history of the
world," she said.

She listed what she de-
scribed as the achievements
of her tenure.

"During my tenure, we
have helped secure historic
agreements to expand Amer-
ican liquefied natural gas ex-

ports to Europe, advanced the
Vertical Corridor to reduce
Europe's dependence on Rus-
sian energy, strengthened our
defence and security partner-
ship with a critical NATO ally,
and expanded opportunities
for American businesses and
investment throughout the
region," she said.

"My gratitude and respect
for President Trump and Sec-
retary Rubio remain unwav-
ering," Guilfoyle said, adding
that she would "always be a
loyal supporter of President
Trump and his mission to
Make America Great Again".

She also thanked "the peo-
ple of Greece for their hospi-
tality, partnership, and wel-
coming me with open arms".

Earlier on Tuesday, new
White House Press Secretary
Katie Zacharia told reporters
at her first briefing that the

\

administration had asked
Guilfoyle to step down.

"We have asked Ambassa-
dor Guilfoyle to resign. She
has been a wonderful asset
to the team, and we wish her
well," Zacharia said.

Speaking to reporters on
the South Lawn before leav-
ing for Alaska, Trump said he
had not spoken to Guilfoyle.

"I didn't speak to her, no.
But she will not be there. I
didn't like what I read," the
US President added.

"She went to Greece. She
was doing a good job, but we
didn't like what we were read-
ing," he said. Asked about her
past ties to his family, Trump
said: "She, I guess, dated my
son a long time ago."

The resignation request
follows reports that Guilfoyle
asked businessman Eric De-
ters for $100,000 to pay her

American Express bill in July
2025. Deters described the
request to CBS News as "pay
to play".

Guilfoyle's representatives
said on October 12 that Deters
owed her about $150,000 for
speeches and consulting work
done long before her ambas-
sadorship, the BBC reported.

Democrats on the Senate
and House foreign affairs
committees have called on the
State Department to investi-
gate her conduct in Greece.

Guilfoyle, 57, is a former
Fox News host and was pre-
viously married to California
Governor Gavin Newsom.

Trump named her ambas-
sador to Greece in Decem-
ber 2024. Neither the White
House nor the State Depart-
ment has said who will lead
the US Embassy in Athens in
the interim.

Amit Shah meets Nepal, Bhutan Home
Ministers; reaffirms commitment to deepen ties

NEW DELHI

Home Minister Amit Shah
on Tuesday met his Nepalese
and Bhutanese counterparts,
Sudan Gurung and Lungten
Dorji, on the sidelines of the
first The Bay of Bengal Initia-
tive for Multi-Sectoral Techni-
cal and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) Home Ministers'
Meeting in New Delhi, reaf-
firming India's commitment
to deepen cooperation with
both its South Asian neigh-
bours.

"Delighted to meet Nepal's
Home Minister Sudhan Gu-
rung, on the sidelines of the
First BIMSTEC Home Minis-
ters' Meeting in New Delhi,"
Home Minister Shah said on
social media platform X.

"We reaffirmed our com-
mitment to deepen bilater-

HOME MINIS
ANCHORED IN SECU

al cooperation and further
strengthen the close ties be-
tween India and Nepal for
peace, progress and prosperi-
ty in our region," he added.
With Bhutan's Home Min-
ister, Home Minister Shah re-
affirmed the shared commit-
ment to further strengthen the
bonds of friendship and coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries. "Great pleasure meet-

32026

ing Bhutan's Home Minister
Lungten Dorji, on the side-
lines of the First BIMSTEC
Home Ministers' Meeting in
New Delhi. We reaffirmed our
shared commitment to further
strengthen the close bonds of
friendship and cooperation
between India and Bhutan,
advancing our common aspi-
rations for peace, progress and
prosperity,” the Home Minis-

ter said in another post on X.
The meeting, chaired by Home
Minister Shah, culminated in
the adoption of the Delhi Dec-
laration.

"Chaired the First BIMS-
TEC Home Ministers' Meeting
in New Delhi today, culmi-
nating in the adoption of the
historic Delhi Declaration.
Building on the vision of PM
Narendra Modi Ji at the 6th
BIMSTEC Summit, the Home
Ministers' Meeting strength-
ens regional cooperation for
lasting peace, security and
prosperity across the Bay of
Bengal. Together, we move
towards a safer, stronger and
better connected region,"
Home Minister Shah said.

The meeting deliberated
upon a framework for region-
al cooperation across five key
areas.

McConnell, Cornyn join 12 senators
urging Trump to scrap Russian diesel deal

WASHINGTON

Twelve US senators, including
former Republican leader Mitch
McConnell and Senate India Cau-
cus co-chair John Cornyn, on
Tuesday urged President Donald
Trump to rescind his Russian die-
sel deal and instead use new sanc-
tions powers against Moscow’s
“chief enablers”, naming China.
“This deal is a gift to our adver-
sary and a betrayal of our Allies;
it should be rescinded,” the sen-
ators wrote in a letter to Trump.
The letter was signed by
Democrats Dick Durbin, Rich-

ard Blumenthal, Jeanne Sha-
heen, Sheldon Whitehouse,
Jack Reed and Chris Coons, and
Republicans Thom Tillis, Susan
Collins, Alan Armstrong, Lisa
Murkowski, McConnell and

Cornyn. It targets the Treasury
Department’s General License
No. 135, which the senators said
“lifts sanctions on Russia’s diesel
exports”.

“Granting Moscow the abili-
ty to sell Russian diesel freely in
global markets damages Amer-
ican security interests and is a
betrayal of the people of Ukraine,
who continue to defend them-
selves from Putin’s murderous,
illegal war,” the letter said.

The senators urged Trump
to use the Lindsey O. Graham
Sanctioning Russia and Iran
Act of 2026, which he signed in

September. “These authorities
require you to apply economic
pressure on Russia and the chief
enablers of its war, in particular
China, and thereby enhance your
negotiating position to bring a
swift end to this ruinous conflict,”
they wrote.

The letter does

not mention India

The senators acknowledged “the
urgent need to lower energy costs
for American families” amid the
war with Iran, but said the deal
“will have a negligible impact on

fuel prices”.
L] |
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STAR Hospltals Holds Mechanical Ventilation Workshop

HYDERABAD, OCTOBER,

2026
TAR Hospitals, Nana-
kramguda,  Hyderabad,

hosted a full-day Mechan-
ical Ventilation Workshop,
bringing together critical
care specialists and medical
professionals for an intensive
learning experience focused
on contemporary ventila-
tion strategies, clinical deci-
sion-making and hands-on
skill development.

Organised as part of the 6th
World Conference on Compre-
hensive Critical Care — W4C
2026, themed “Emerging
Concepts in Critical Care —
Innovation & Integration,” the
workshop aimed to strength-
en practical knowledge and

clinical proficiency in me-
chanical ventilation, a vital
component of managing crit-
ically ill patients.

The programme featured
expert-led sessions on basic
and advanced modes of me-
chanical ventilation, ventila-
tor graphics, troubleshooting,
respiratory mechanics, acute
respiratory distress syndrome
(ARDS), asthma and COPD

and non-in-
(NIV)
and high-flow nasal cannula
(HFNC) therapy. Discussions
also covered safe ventilation
practices, driving pressure,
mechanical power, weaning

management,
vasive  ventilation

strategies and ventilation
management in patients with
respiratory failure. A key
highlight of the workshop was
a series of hands-on work-

stations that enabled partic-
ipants to explore practical
aspects of ventilator manage-
ment under the guidance of
experienced faculty. The ses-
sions focused on interpreting
ventilator graphics, trouble-
shooting clinical challenges
and applying evidence-in-
formed approaches to critical
care practice. Speaking about
the workshop, the Directors

SEBI extends IPO
issue-size flexibility
till March 2027

MUMBAI, 0CT 13

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India
(SEBI) on Tuesday extended
a temporary relaxation that
allows companies planning
to launch initial public offer-
ings (IPOs) to revise the size
of their fresh issues without
filing fresh draft documents,
providing greater flexibility
to issuers navigating vola-
tile market conditions. Ac-
cording to a communication
sent to the Association of
Investment Bankers of India
(AIBI), the relaxation, which
was originally introduced in
the backdrop of the West Asia
conflict and expired on Sep-
tember 30, will now remain
in force for IPOs opening on
or before March 31, 2027.

Under the framework,
IPO-bound companies can
increase or decrease the size
of their fresh issue by up to 50
per cent without submitting
new draft offer documents to
the market regulator.

The move is aimed at help-
ing companies respond more
effectively to changing mar-
ket conditions and investor
demand. In an email dated
October 12, SEBI said lead
managers may file updated
offer documents reflecting
the revised issue size, pro-
vided there is no change in
the primary objective of the
issue. Merchant bankers will
also be required to provide a
justification for any revision
in the offer size.

The regulator further di-
rected investment bankers

vestors through an adden-

to ensure that all relevant
changes are disclosed to in-

dum and that the offer doc-
uments continue to comply
with applicable regulations.
Market participants said the
extension follows representa-
tions made by industry
stakeholders who had urged
the regulator to continue the
flexibility amid persistent
geopolitical tensions and
evolving market conditions.
The decision comes at a time
when activity in the primary
market remains robust. Sep-
tember emerged as one of
the busiest months for IPOs,
with more than 34 compa-
nies collectively raising Rs
39,380 crore, accounting for
around 42 per cent of the to-
tal funds mobilised during
the 2026-27 financial year
so far. Overall, 78 companies
had raised approximately Rs
94,276 crore through IPOs
as of September in FY27.
The record fundraising was
also supported by the listing
of the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE), which became
the largest IPO of the cur-
rent financial year and the
second-largest public issue in
India's capital market histo-
ry, contributing significantly
to September's fundraising

tally.

of the workshop shared their
opinion.
Dr. Shweta Ram Chan-

dankhede* , HOD & Senior
Consultant — Critical Care
Medicine, STAR Hospitals,

Nanakramguda, said, “Me-
chanical ventilation is a crit-
ical component of intensive
care, and its effective use
requires more than familiar-
ity with the equipment. Clini-
cians must understand the pa-
tient's respiratory physiology,
recognise changes early and
make timely, informed deci-
sions. Through this workshop,
we aimed to bridge the gap be-
tween theoretical knowledge
and bedside application, help-
ing healthcare professionals
strengthen their confidence in
managing complex respirato-

ry conditions.”

Dr. I. Chandana Reddy*
Chief — Pulmonology & Crit-
ical Care Medicine, STAR
Hospitals, Hyderabad, said,
“Critical care is constantly
evolving, making continuous
learning and the exchange
of clinical expertise essen-
tial. Mechanical ventilation
involves individualised de-
cision-making, where the
right strategy can make a
meaningful difference to
patient ~management. By
bringing experienced faculty
and healthcare professionals
together for focused discus-
sions and hands-on train-
ing, this workshop provided
a valuable platform to share
knowledge and strengthen
critical care practice.”

CtrlS to Invest Rs 10,000 crore in Bihar
to Strengthen Digital Infrastructure

Inaugurates Greenfield Datacenter in Patna with
Rs 400 Crore Investment to Cater to Al Workloads

PATNA, OCTOBER 13,
2026\

trlS Datacenters Ltd,

Asia’s largest Rated-4
datacenter operator, has
unveiled a major invest-
ment plan to boost Bihar’s
digital infrastructure. The
company has signed a Let-
ter of Intent (LOI) with the
Government of Bihar to in-
vest Rs 10,000 crore to set
up a 150 MW hyperscale AT
factory in Bodh Gaya, in
addition to inaugurating its
datacenter in Patna.

The company’s Rs
400-crore Al and cloud-
ready datacenter in Patna
was formally inaugurated
in the presence of Hon’ble
Chief Minister of Bihar,
Shri Samrat Choudhary.
The datacenter currently
offers an IT load of 12 MW
with the potential to ex-
pand as per future demand.

Located in the Patlipu-
tra Industrial Area, Patna,

the company’s datacenter

facility will support the
growing digital infrastruc-
ture needs of enterprises,
government institutions,
hyperscalers and technolo-
gy businesses in Bihar and
Eastern India.

The greenfield natu-
ral disaster-proof, mili-
tary-grade security, and

energy-efficient datacenter
expands CtrlS Datacenters’
footprint in the region, fur-
ther strengthening Bihar’s
digital infrastructure land-
scape and reinforcing its
commitment to supporting
the growth of Eastern In-
dia’s evolving datacenter
ecosystem.

Sridhar Pinnapureddy,
Founder & CEO of CtrlS
Datacenters, said, “We are
committed to strength-
ening Bihar’s digital in-
frastructure and build-
ing a robust IT ecosystem
through our future-ready
datacenters, designed to

serve the evolving needs
of hyperscalers, enter-
prises, and startups. We
sincerely appreciate the
Government of Bihar for
creating a conducive policy
environment, fostering an
industry-friendly business
climate, and providing at-
tractive incentives that
have supported our invest-
ment in the State.”
Pinnapureddy added,
“Together with our ecosys-
tem partners, we are bring-
ing significant investments
into Bihar while creating
new employment oppor-
tunities and contributing
to the region’s economic
growth. The strong mar-
ket potential and growing
demand for digital infra-
structure have reinforced
our confidence in Bihar.
In response to this oppor-
tunity, CtrlS Datacenters
has established this green-
field datacenter in Patna,
further strengthening the
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‘Reliance Foundation's Drishti Braille espziper Goes
Weekly to Expand News Access for Visually Impaired

Over two lakh visually impaired people have been reached through
various services of Reliance Foundation Drishti programme
India’s only registered fortnightly international Braille newspapers in Hindi and in Marathi, in
artnership with the National Association of the Blind (NAB) will now be published weekly.
Beyond newspapers: Reliance Foundation Drishti is working for people with visual impairment for
vision health, from free eye consultations and corneal transplants to provision of spectacles.
In January 2026, Smt. Nita M. Ambani announced a 5 crore funding commitment from Reliance
Foundation at the 75th Foundation Day of NAB India

MUMBAI, OCTOBER 13,
2026

to lead lives filled with con-
fidence and opportunity.
Reaffirming Reliance Foun-
dation’s commitment to the
visually impaired communi-
ty. In January this year, Smt.
Nita M. Ambani, Founder
and Chairperson, Reliance
Foundation, announced a
5 crore funding commit-
ment from Reliance Foun-
dation at the 75th Founda-
tion Day celebration of NAB
India, in Mumbai. As the
Drishti newspapers move to
weekly publication, the in-
itiative seeks to strengthen
an essential link between
accessible information and
inclusion.

Foundation Drishti’s broader
commitment to vision care
and inclusion of people with
visual impairments. Initiat-
ed in 2003, the programme
works to protect and restore
sight, improve access to eye
care and promote awareness
about eye donation. Through
partnerships with the Na-
tional Association for the
Blind (NAB) India, Sankara
Eye Foundation and Aravind
Eye Care System, the in-
terventions seek to address
preventable and treatable vi-
sion loss, particularly among
people from underserved
communities, reaching over
two lakh people since incep-

tion. The fortnightly news-
papers, published in both
Hindi and Marathi, have a
readership of over 30,000
and now weekly editions be-
ing published, the reach of
the newspapers is expected
to increase and touch the
lives of many more visual-
ly impaired people. As the
Drishti newspapers move to
weekly publication, the in-
itiative seeks to strengthen
an essential link between
accessible information and
inclusion. Over the past two
decades, the partnership
has helped restore the gift
of sight to more than 22,500
people and empowered them

In a step towards making
news and information
more accessible to people
with visual impairment, Re-
liance Foundation Drishti
programme, India’s only reg-
istered fortnightly interna-
tional Braille newspapers in
Hindi and Marathi, will now
be published every week.
This will bring readers more
frequent access to news,
current affairs and stories
strengthening access to in-
formation and participation
in society. The Braille news-
papers are part of Reliance

he projects were award-

ed through the Tar-
iff-Based Competitive Bid-
ding (TBCB) route, with
RECPDCL as the Bid Pro-
cess Coordinator, for devel-
opment of the projects on
a Build, Own, Operate and
Transfer (BOOT) basis. The
SPVs were formally handed
over by Shri T. S. C. Bosh,
Director (Projects), REC
Limited, in presence of
other officials from RECP-
DCL and the respective de-
velopers. Lakadia II Power
Transmission Limited —
Handed Over to M/s Power
Grid Corporation of India
Limited M/s Power Grid
Corporation of India Limit-
ed (PGCIL) emerged as the
successful bidder for the
inter-state  transmission
project titled “Transmis-
sion system for Integration
of Power from RE Projects
in Lakadia REZ in Guja-
rat-Phase II (7500MW)”.
The SPV was handed over
to Mr. Arup Samanta, Gen-
eral Manager (CS), PGCIL,
in the presence of Shri

S5
State’s digital infrastruc-
ture ecosystem.”

Looking ahead, CtrlS
Datacenters is focused on
building a hyper-connect-
ed network of datacenters
across India and beyond,
extending reliable digital
infrastructure closer to
emerging demand hubs.
As part of this strategy, the
company plans to estab-
lish 20+ Edge datacenters
across Tier-2 and Tier-
3 cities in India over the
coming years.

As demand grows for
localized, low-latency
and resilient digital in-
frastructure, CtrlS is well
positioned to accelerate
the adoption of Edge da-
tacenters. With a clear
roadmap for expansion,
the company aims to bring
compute and connectivity
closer to customers, ena-
bling the next wave of dig-
ital services and Al-led ap-
plications across India.

Lakadla Il Power

Amit Bhargav, ED (TBCB),
PGCIL, and other senior
officials from PGCIL and
RECPDCL. The transmis-
sion project broadly en-
visages establishment of
765/400 kV, 6x1500 MVA
& 10x500 MVA, 400/220
kV Lakadia-II substation
(Near Chitrod)with 2 Nos.
of Synchronous Condens-
ers at the Lakadia II sub-
station; 765 kV D/c Lines
from Lakadia II to Halvad
(141 km), Lakadia II to
Ahmedabad (197 km) and
Lakadia II to Vataman (261
km) along with other asso-
ciated works. The project

09

IndiaSkills registration
window reopens after strong
demand from aspirants

NEW DELHI, 0CT 13

he Ministry of Skill
Development and En-
trepreneurship reopened
the registration window for
IndiaSkills Competition
2026—27 until October 19,
2026, following requests
from institutions and aspir-
ing participants, an official
statement said on Tuesday.
The move follows renewed
interest in skill competi-
tions after the exemplary
performance of Team India
at WorldSkills Competition
Shanghai where the contin-
gent secured 10th position
globally, the statement from
Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship
said. The contingent also won
six silver medals and 20 Me-
dallions for Excellence, the
ministry said. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi hosted
the competitors at his resi-
dence on October 9, 2026,
celebrating their achieve-
ments and underscoring the
role of vocational excellence
in national development,
the statement added. Fol-
lowing the interaction, the
ministry received numerous
requests from institutions
and aspiring participants
to reopen registrations for
IndiaSkills 2026—27. The
eligible aspirants who could
not register earlier, can now
avail the opportunity to
complete their applications
on the Skill India Digital
Hub (SIDH) by October 19,
2026. IndiaSkills 2026-27
has already received approx-
imately 4 lakh registrations,

LT E

I INDIASKILLS

REGISTRATIONS
i REOPENED

the mlnlstry said, addlng
that the competition, organ-
ised under MSDE with the
National Skill Development
Corporation as implemen-
tation partner, covers 63 in-
dustry-relevant skill catego-
ries across manufacturing,
engineering, construction,
digital technologies, creative
industries and services.

The competition pro-
vides a structured pathway
through district or zonal,
state, regional and nation-
al levels, enabling talented
young people to demonstrate
their skills, receive expert
guidance and progress to-
wards opportunities to rep-
resent India at international
skill competitions, the state-
ment noted. The ministry
has encouraged state gov-
ernments, UT administra-
tions, industrial training
institutes, polytechnics, col-
leges, skill training institu-
tions and industry partners
to disseminate information
about the reopened window
and facilitate registrations.

At WorldSkills Shanghai
2026, India’s largest-ever
contingent of 70 competitors
participated across 63 skills.
Their  performance has
brought national attention to
the opportunities that skills,
specialized training and sus-
tained preparation can cre-
ate for young Indians.

Strong statistical system essential
to achieve ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’
vision: Senior policymaker

NEW DELHI, OCT 13

rincipal Secretary to the

Prime Minister, Dr PK
Mishra, on Tuesday said a
strong statistical system is
essential for evidence-based
policymaking and achieving
the vision of Viksit Bharat
2047. Addressing the inaugu-
ral session of the Conference
of State Planning, Finance and
IT Secretaries, organised by
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) here, Mishra empha-
sised the importance of credible
statistics, data harmonisation
and technology-enabled gov-
ernance in creating a developed
economy. Dr Mishra said statis-
tics, data, technology, planning

Transfer of

lndi

is scheduled for implemen-
tation within 36 months.
Jam Khambhaliya Jamna-
gar Power Transmission
Limited — Handed Over to
M/s Ceigall India Limited
M/s Ceigall India Lim-
ited emerged as the suc-
cessful bidder for the in-
ter-state transmission
project titled “Common
Transmission System for
evacuation of power from
Lakadia (Phase-II: 7.5GW),
Jam Khambhaliya (Phase-
II: 5.5GW) and Jamnagar
(Phase-I: 1GW) - Part-B”.
The SPV was handed over
to Mr. Mr. Ayyalusamy Sar-

and governance are increasing-
ly interconnected elements of
India’s development journey. A
robust statistical system must
enable governments to measure
development progress across
States and districts, assess pol-
icy outcomes, identify gaps and
ensure that public resources
deliver the intended results,
he noted. “What cannot be
measured cannot be managed
effectively. And what cannot
be managed effectively cannot
be transformed sustainably,”
he observed. Highlighting the
need to modernise economic
measurement, Dr. Mishra said
India’s statistical systems must
evolve alongside an economy
that is increasingly digital, for-
malised and interconnected.

RECPDCL Transfers Two Transmission

Project SPVs to Bidders

Lakadia IT Power Transmission Limited to M/s Power Grid Corporation of India Limited and Jam Khamb-
haliya Jamnagar Power Transmission Limited to M/s Ceigall India Limited
REC Power Development and Consultancy Limited (RECPDCL), a wholly owned subsidiary of REC Limited,
a Maharatna CPSU under the Ministry of Power, handed over two project-specific Special Purpose Vehicles
(SPVs), namely Jam Khambhaliya Jamnagar Power Transmission Limited and Lakadia IT Power Transmis-
sion Limited, to the respective successful bidders on 12th October 2026.

ion Limited
!’ a7
;" 'ur-yf

avanan, CEO, Ceigall India
Limited, in the presence of
other senior officials from
Ceigall India Limited and
RECPDCL.

The transmission project
broadly envisages estab-
lishment of 765/400 kV,
3x1500 MVA & 400/220
kV, 3x500 MVA Nasik sub-
station, 765 kV D/c Line
from Nasik to South Olpad
(266 km), 400 kV D/c line
from Nasik to Pimpalgaon
(MSETCL) (40 km) along
with associated works. The
project is scheduled for
implementation within 36

months.
EER



FOCUS POINT

WEDNESDAY | OCTOBER | 14 | 2026 |
HYDERABAD HEADLINES
RANGAREDDY(HYDERABAD)

Two Bihar Friends
Build 21.5 Crore
a Month Makhana
Business

El Nifio and
World Agriculture

How a Warming Pacific Can Disrupt Global Food Production

Agriculture depends heavi-
ly on the balance of nature.
Rainfall, temperature, soil
moisture and seasonal weath-
er patterns determine what
farmers grow, how much they
harvest and how much food
reaches consumers. However,
this balance can be disturbed
by a climate phenomenon
that begins thousands of
kilometres away from many
of the world's major farming
regions. Known as El Nifo,
it can alter rainfall patterns,
intensify heatwaves, increase
drought risks and trigger
flooding in different parts of
the world.

El Nifio is part of the El
Nifio-Southern Oscillation
(ENSO), a natural climate
cycle associated with chang-
es in ocean temperatures
and atmospheric circulation
across the tropical Pacific
Ocean. During an El Nifio
event, sea surface temper-
atures in the central and east-
ern equatorial Pacific become
warmer than normal. This
warming influences winds,
clouds and rainfall patterns,
affecting weather far beyond
the Pacific region.

For agriculture, the conse-
quences can be significant.
Some regions experience
prolonged dry conditions,
while others receive unusu-
ally heavy rainfall. Tempera-
tures may rise in already hot
areas, increasing crop water
requirements and putting
livestock under stress. These
changes can reduce agricul-
tural production, disrupt
food supply chains and in-
crease prices in international
markets.

Although El Nifio does not
affect every country in the
same way, its influence
demonstrates how closely
the world's food systems are
connected to global climate
patterns.

How El Niiio Changes
Weather Patterns

Under normal conditions, trade
winds blow from east to west
across the tropical Pacific, push-
ing warm surface water towards
Southeast Asia and Australia.
This helps maintain differences in
ocean temperature and supports
familiar patterns of rainfall and
atmospheric circulation. During El
Nifo, these trade winds weaken,
allowing warmer water to spread
towards the central and eastern
Pacific. The movement of warm wa-
ter changes where clouds develop
and where rainfall is concentrated.
As a result, weather patterns shift

across continents. The agricultural
impact depends on the location and
strength of the event, the season in
which it develops and the condition
of local farming systems. A region
that normally receives reliable
monsoon rainfall may experience a
weaker rainy season, while another
region may face intense precipita-
tion and flooding. El Nifio can also
contribute to higher global tem-
peratures. When combined with
human-caused climate change, its
effects can increase heat stress on
crops and livestock. However, El
Nifio is not the sole cause of every
drought, flood or heatwave. Local
weather conditions, land use, wa-
ter management and other climate
patterns also influence the severity
of agricultural damage.

Asia: Pressure on Rice,
Wheat and Other Staple
Crops

Asia is particularly vulnerable
to El Nifio because a large share
of its population depends on agri-
culture for food, employment and
income. Millions of farmers rely on
seasonal rainfall, making changes
in monsoon patterns especially im-
portant. India is among the coun-
tries where El Nifo can influence
agricultural performance. The
phenomenon is often associated
with a weaker southwest mon-
soon, although this relationship is
not absolute and individual years
can differ. When monsoon rain-
fall becomes deficient or arrives
irregularly, rain-fed crops such as
pulses, oilseeds, cotton, maize and
millets can suffer. Rice cultiva-
tion is particularly sensitive to the
availability and timing of water.
In areas where farmers depend on
rainfall to prepare fields and main-
tain flooded or moist conditions,
a delayed monsoon can postpone
sowing and reduce yields. Wheat
may also be affected by unusual
winter and spring temperatures,
particularly when heat arrives dur-
ing grain development. The con-
sequences extend beyond farms.
Lower production can reduce rural
incomes, increase demand for ir-
rigation and put pressure on food
prices. Governments may need
to adjust procurement, trade pol-
icies, food stocks and assistance
programmes to protect vulnerable
households. In Southeast Asia, El
Nifio can increase drought risks
in major rice-producing countries
such as Indonesia, Thailand and
the Philippines. Dry conditions
may reduce harvests, damage
plantations and increase compe-
tition for water between agricul-
ture, households and industry.
Water-intensive crops can become
especially difficult to maintain
when reservoirs and rivers fall to
low levels. Farmers may reduce the
area planted, switch crops or post-
pone cultivation until conditions
improve. These decisions can affect

Africa: Drought,
Food Insecurity and
Livelihood Losses

Agriculture in many
parts of Africa depends on
rainfall, while irrigation
infrastructure and access
to credit remain limited in
several farming commu-
nities. Consequently, even
a moderate disruption in
seasonal precipitation can
have serious consequences.
In southern Africa, El Nifo
is often associated with an
increased risk of below-av-
erage rainfall. Countries
such as Zimbabwe, Zambia,
Malawi, Mozambique and
parts of South Africa can
experience dry conditions
that threaten maize produc-
tion and other staple crops.

Maize is central to the
diets and livelihoods of
millions of people in the re-
gion. When drought strikes
during planting or critical
growth stages, crops may
fail to germinate, develop
poorly or produce smaller
grains. Farmers who lose
their harvests may strug-
gle to repay loans, purchase
seeds for the next season or
meet household expenses.
Livestock are also affected.
As pastures dry out and wa-
ter sources shrink, cattle,
goats and sheep face short-
ages of feed and drinking
water. Animals may lose
weight, produce less milk or
die during severe droughts.
Families that depend on
livestock for income, food
and savings can experience
lasting economic damage.
The impact can be par-
ticularly severe where food
insecurity already exists
because of conflict, poverty,
displacement or high food
prices. Reduced harvests
may increase reliance on
imported food and human-
itarian assistance.

However, El Nifo's influ-
ence is not uniform across
the continent. Parts of East
Africa can experience wet-
ter-than-normal conditions
during some El Nifio events,
particularly when other cli-
mate factors reinforce the
rainfall response. Heavy
rain can replenish water
supplies but may also cause
floods, soil erosion, crop
damage and livestock loss-
es. This contrast highlights
why agricultural planning
must rely on regional fore-
casts rather than assuming
that El Nifio will produce
the same outcome every-
where.

domestic food availability as well
as international agricultural trade.

China can also experience sig-
nificant regional differences in
rainfall and temperature during
El Nifio. Some farming areas may
face heat or drought, while others
may experience excessive rain.
The overall effect depends on the
event's characteristics and the wid-
er atmospheric conditions.

The Americas: From
Drought to Flooding

In South America, El Nifo can
bring contrasting agricultural con-
ditions across different countries.
Parts of Argentina, Uruguay and
southern Brazil may receive heav-
ier rainfall, while other areas can
experience dry spells or unusual
heat. Excessive rainfall can delay
planting and harvesting, waterlog
fields and increase the risk of crop
diseases. Flooding may wash away
fertile topsoil, damage rural roads
and interrupt the movement of ag-
ricultural products to storage fa-
cilities and ports. Soybeans, maize
and wheat are important crops in
South American agricultural mar-
kets. When production is disrupted
in major exporting countries, the
effects can spread through inter-
national supply chains, influencing
the availability and prices of ani-
mal feed, vegetable oils and other
commodities. In parts of Central
America, El Nifo can increase
drought risks and disrupt the cul-
tivation of maize, beans and other
staple foods. Small farmers may
struggle when rains begin late or
stop earlier than expected. Repeat-
ed crop failures can reduce house-
hold food supplies and encourage
migration in communities where
alternative employment is limited.
In the United States, El Nifio can
alter winter temperatures and pre-
cipitation, with effects varying by
region and season. Some areas may
receive additional rainfall, while
others experience drier conditions.
Agricultural outcomes depend on
the timing of the event, the crop
calendar and local water availabili-
ty. Farmers must therefore consid-
er more than annual rainfall totals.
The timing of precipitation is often
just as important as the amount re-
ceived. Heavy rain after a long dry
spell cannot always compensate for
water shortages during flowering
or grain formation.

Australia: Drought Risks
for Crops and Livestock

Australia is another major ag-
ricultural region affected by El
Nifio. The phenomenon is often
associated with reduced rainfall
across parts of eastern Austral-
ia, although local outcomes vary.
Wheat, barley, cotton, sugarcane
and livestock production can all
be affected by changes in rainfall
and temperature. Dry soil condi-
tions may reduce the area suitable

for planting, while higher temper-
atures increase evaporation and
the demand for irrigation. For
livestock producers, drought can
reduce pasture growth and force
farmers to purchase additional
feed or sell animals earlier than
planned. These measures can help
manage immediate costs but may
also reduce future production ca-
pacity. Water availability is espe-
cially important in regions where
agriculture depends on reservoirs,
rivers and groundwater. During
prolonged dry periods, farmers
may face restrictions on irrigation
allocations, making it difficult to
maintain yields in water-intensive
crops. Drought can also increase
the risk of agricultural fires and
damage ecosystems that support
farming. The resulting losses may
extend beyond a single harvest,
particularly when soil moisture
takes time to recover and farmers
have limited financial reserves.

How EIl Niiio Affects
Global Food Prices

The agricultural consequences
of El Nifo rarely remain confined
to the countries where crops are
grown. Modern food systems are
interconnected through interna-
tional trade, processing industries,
transport networks and financial
markets. When a major producing
country suffers a poor harvest, the
reduction in supply can influence
global prices. Rice, wheat, maize,
soybeans, sugar and vegetable
oils are particularly important be-
cause they serve as food, livestock
feed and industrial raw materials.
Rice markets can be sensitive to
production disruptions in Asia be-
cause many countries depend on
a relatively concentrated group of
exporters. If supplies tighten, im-
porting nations may compete more
aggressively for available stocks.
Export restrictions, precautionary
purchases and changes in govern-
ment stock policies can amplify
price movements. Higher grain
prices can also raise the cost of
producing meat, milk and eggs be-
cause livestock farmers use grains
and oilseed products as feed. Food
processors and restaurants may
pass some of these additional costs
on to consumers. However, El Nifio
does not automatically cause glob-
al food inflation. The final impact
depends on harvest conditions,
existing reserves, trade policies,
exchange rates, transport costs
and demand. A strong harvest in
one region may offset losses else-
where, while diversified sourcing
can reduce the risk of shortages.
The greatest burden often falls
on low-income households, which
spend a larger share of their in-
come on food. Even a temporary
price increase can force families to
reduce dietary diversity, postpone
other essential expenses or rely on
cheaper, less nutritious foods.

Syed Faraz and of selling directly to consum-
Shishir Shubham ers. Shhe Foods supplies raw
founded Shhe Foods in  and flavoured makhana to oth-

2021. Today, the com-
pany works with 3oo+
farmers, supplies over
41 brands and exports

makhana to interna-

tional markets.

akhana, also known as

fox nut, has become a
popular snack and ingredi-
ent in India and international
markets. From roasted and
flavoured snacks to makhana
flour and pasta, the crop is find-
ing its way to a wider range of
food products. Bihar, one of the
main centres of makhana culti-
vation, is playing an important
role in this growing market.
Two friends from Bihar saw an
opportunity to build a business
around this local crop. With an
initial investment of just Rs 3
lakh, Syed Faraz and Shishir
Shubham started Shhe Foods
in November 2021. Before
starting the venture, Faraz had
worked as an engineer in Ben-
galuru for nearly a decade. Af-
ter returning to Bihar and try-
ing a few other business ideas
that did not work out, the two
decided to focus on makhana,
a crop closely associated with
the state.

How Shhe Foods
Started
The founders began with
Rs 3 lakh and chose a busi-

ness-to-business (B2B)
white-labelling model instead

er food companies, which sell
the products under their own
brand names.

From Bihar To Inter-
national Markets

Shhe Foods has built a net-
work of more than 300 farmers
in Bihar and supplies products
to over 41 Indian and interna-
tional brands. Its exports reach
markets such as the UAE and
the US, according to Market-
ing Mirrors. The company re-
portedly generates an average
monthly revenue of around Rs
1.5 crore. Alongside its B2B op-
erations, it has also de veloped
consumer-facin g brands, in-
cluding Mak hanza, Nutrimix
and Maket.

What Shhe Foods
Offers

According to its website,
Shhe Foods sources makhana
from the Mithila region of Bi-
har and processes and packs
its products in Darbhanga. The
company describes its snacks
as roasted or baked rather
than fried. Its product range
extends beyond plain and fla-
voured makhana to include
makhana cookies, flour, pasta
and macaroni, along with oth-
er snack varieties. From start-
ing with Rs 3 lakh to supplying
brands across markets, Faraz
and Shubham's journey shows
how a small business can grow
with hard work.

\.\
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Maharashtra Farmer

Earns 215 Lakh From
Dragon Fruit Farm

pharmacy graduate from
kola chose agriculture over
corporate job offers and built a
thriving farm growing multiple
crops across 17 acres. Dragon
fruit, also known as pitahaya or
pitaya, is gaining popularity in
India for its unique appearance
and mildly sweet taste. Tapping
into the growing interest in the
exotic fruit, 28-year-old Prasad
Ramchaware from Akola, Maha-
rashtra, has built an agricultural
venture centred on its cultiva-
tion. As per Startup Pedia, his
dragon fruit farming brings in
an average annual income of Rs
15 lakh.

Why Did Prasad
Turn To Farming?

Prasad first tasted dragon
fruit in 2017 and was intrigued
by its taste and texture. After
doing his research on its culti-
vation on YouTube, he learned
that the fruit was grown in
parts of West Bengal and west-
ern Maharashtra. Believing
Vidarbha's hot and dry climate
was unsuitable, he initially
dropped the idea. During the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2021,
Prasad and his father began
exploring farming opportuni-
ties. He drew on the agricul-
tural knowledge he had gained
from his father and planted
his first dragon fruit crop in
July 2021. He sourced around
6,300 plants from Solapur
and Gujarat at Rs 62 each, in-
vesting approximately Rs 3
lakh in the plantation. Pras-
ad's dragon fruit plants began

bearing fruit around 11 months
after planting, earlier than the
nursery suppliers had predict-
ed. During his first harvest
season in 2022, which lasted
about six months, he collected
nearly two tonnes of fruit and
earned approximately Rs 1.5
lakh. However, he gave away a
large portion of the harvest to
friends, family members and
fellow farmers who visited his
farm. Prasad also completed
his B.Pharm in 2022 and went
on to pursue M.Pharm from
Shri Gurudatta Shikshan Pras-
arak Sansthan in Akola. After
graduating, he chose to pursue
agriculture despite receiving
job offers from pharmaceutical
companies.

Organic Farm And
Crop Portfolio

Today, Prasad manages ap-
proximately 17 acres of farm-
land spread across four loca-
tions, where he grows a mix
of fruit crops, timber trees,
seasonal vegetables and tradi-
tional crops. His dragon fruit
plantation spans two acres and
houses around 6,400 plants.
It features varieties such as
Jumbo Red, Sea, Israeli Yel-
low, Australian Yellow, Highlys
Red and Ecuadorian Palora.
His farms also have approx-
imately 1,600 sandalwood
trees, 1,600—1,700 custard ap-
ple trees and over 800 mango
trees. He also cultivates guava,
soybean, arhar and chana and
a diverse mix of fruit-bearing
trees and crops across his land.
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Mcllroy's performance enui-
ronment around the world
gets ahoost in crucial deal

NEW DELHI: For Rory Mcliroy,
competing across continents
means constantly adapting to
new courses, conditions and
time zones. But when it comes
to training and recovery, the
four-time Major champion
wants that to remain un-
changed: consistency. That is
where DP World has stepped
in. The global logistics compa-
ny has announced a multi-year
partnership with Mcllroy, under
which it will transport his per-
sonalised fitness and recovery
facilities across his PGA Tour
and DP World Tour schedules.
The initiative brings together
the demands of elite sport and
DP World’s expertise in moving
equipment across borders,
ensuring the Northern Irishman
has a familiar environment

TADIUM
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Snorts Ministry approves 166 athletes
for Aichi-Nagoya Para Asian Games

NEW DELHI

With less than a week before
the Para Asian Games, the
Sport Ministry has approved
the participation of an Indian
contingent comprising 275
members for the continental
Games, which will be held
in Aichi-Nagoya from 18 to
24 October, with 45 nations
competing in 492 medal
events across 18 sports.

India will field 166 ath-
letes, 111 male & 55 female,
across 10 disciplines, along
with 94 team officials/sup-
porting staff and 15 contin-
gent staff. There is a signifi-
cant reduction as compared
to the 309-athlete contingent
sent to the previous edition,
due to the limited quotas
available this time.

India had sent 123 athletes
(Athletics) to Hangzhou,
but only 60 quotas were
initially allocated this time
by the Olympic Council of
Asia (OCA). The Indian con-
tingent won 111 medals in
Hangzhou, including 29 gold,
31 silver and 51 bronze.

shri Narendra Modi
e e o s

Paralympic medallists
Pramod Bhagat (badmin-
ton) and Bhavina Patel (ta-
ble tennis) have been named
flagbearers for the opening
ceremony. Para athletics has
the biggest share in the In-
dian contingent with 62 ath-
letes, followed by 28 in para
badminton and 16 in para
swimming.

The Ministry, in its com-
munication dated October 1
and October 10, contained
the names of athletes and of-
ficials in eight disciplines.

In its latest notifica-

tion, the ministry includ-
ed the namewise details of
sportspersons and team offi-
cials approved for participa-
tion in two additional disci-
plines, namely Para Badmin-
ton & Para Table Tennis

However, the ministry
noted that, "Actual number
of sportspersons/coaches/
officials participating at cost
to the government may be
less than mentioned if they
happen not to participate for
some reasons.”

It added that "Sanction in
respect of athletes as well as

Rahul's batting trouble continues; Jadeja

team officials/ supporting
staff participating in Boccia,
will be issued separately,
subject to eligibility."

The Paralympic Com-
mittee of India (PCI) will
formally flag off the Indi-
an contingent at a send-off
ceremony on Thursday. The
ceremony will be graced
by Mansukh Mandaviya,
Union Minister of Youth
Affairs and Sports, as Chief
Guest, with Raksha Nikhil
Khadse, Minister of State
for Youth Affairs &amp;
Sports, as guest of honour.

wherever he competes.
The partnership comes as

Mcllroy prepares to compete at
the DP World India Champion-

ship at Delhi Golf Club.

MARATHON

13th Uasai Uirar Mayor's

Marathon to be held
on December 13

| 4

VIRAR: The 13th edition of the
national-level Vasai Virar May-
or's Marathon, organised by the
Vasai Virar City Municipal Cor-
poration and the Vasai Taluka

Kala Kreeda Vikas Mandal,

will be held on December 13.
The online registrations for the
event will begin on Thursday

(October 15), as announced

by the newly elected Mayor of
the Vasai Virar City Municipal

Corporation, Ajiv Patil. “l am

happy to announce the opening

of registrations for the 13th
edition of the National Level

Vasai Virar Mayor’'s Marathon,

to be held on December 13,

2026. The event will continue

to provide the best facilities
to the participants, besides

accommodation and food to all

outstation participants,” said
the Mayor.

APL Season 2: Mighty Marathas
g0 top with fourth straight

scalps three wickets after century

NEW DELHI

India star batter KL Rahul was dismissed for
another cheap score for Karnataka as he fol-
lowed his four-run outing in the first innings
with one run in the second against Andhra in
a Group B clash in Vijayawada.

Meanwhile, another India veteran Ravindra
Jadeja backed his century with a three-wicket
haul for Saurashtra in the clash against Chhat-
tisgarh in Rajkot in Group B, while Punjab have
started to lose the plot in their Group B encoun-
ter against Assam.

Karnataka are in trouble as they ended
the third day at 176/4 and have only a 32-run
lead. This could have been worse if not for an
unbeaten 81 from Karun Nair, while captain
Smaran Ravichandran is also unbeaten on
21. Rahul was earlier dismissed for one, while
Mayank Agarwal also managed to score just
18. With one day remaining, Karnataka need
some magic for an outright win, or else they
can at most manage one point if the match ends
in a draw, as they had a first-innings deficit.
Andhra will take six points if they win (seven if
they win by 10 wickets) or they will take three
points if the match is drawn, as they have the
first-innings lead after bowling Karnataka out
for 274 and putting 418 in reply.

Meanwhile, Jadeja followed his 102 from
the first innings with 3-40 in the first essay
with the ball to bowl Chhattisgarh out for 312.
Saurashtra are 45/0 in the second innings at
stumps on Day 3 and would fancy three points
or a win on the final day. Punjab are seemingly
losing the plot in their fixture against Assam
in their Group B fixture in New Chandigarh.
They ended the third day at 287/5 and trail by
86 more runs. Salil Arora and Emanjot Singh
Chahal are unbeaten on 25 and 28, respec-
tively. In Group A, Madhya Pradesh are 151/5
against defending champions Jammu and
Kashmir in their second innings as Shubham
Sharma went back unbeaten on 51 to help the
team take their lead to 227.

Puducherry were dismissed for 313 in their

first innings against Vidarbha on Day 3 of the
clash in Nagpur. Ritesh Gudge (95), Mohit Kale
(78) and Nikhil Gangta (54) scored strong fif-
ties, but Parth Rekhade and Aman Mokhade
took three wickets each. In reply, Vidarbha are
22/1 at stumps and have a lead of 137 runs.

Goa are trailing Baroda by 238 runs after
being asked to follow-on as they ended Day 3
at 35/1. They were earlier dismissed for 199.
Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh defeated Bihar by
an innings and 267 runs.

In Group C, Delhi trail Bengal by 88 runs af-
ter ending the day at 101/3. Bengal had earlier
posted 429 on the back of Abishek Porel's 149
and Sudip Gharami's 133. Kerala are in all sorts
after ending the third day at 269/6 against
Jharkhand in reply to 587, trailing by 318 runs.

Maharashtra lead Services in Delhi by 172
runs after ending the third day at 66/5. They
had earlier bowled Services out for 227. Odisha
ended Day 3 against Gujarat at 119/4 and have
a four-run lead, but Gujarat took a 115-run ad-
vantage in the first innings.

In Group D, Mumbai completed a stellar
innings and a 155-run win over Chandigarh at
Wankhede, while Rajasthan led Yamil Nadu by
170 runs after ending Day 3 at 81/4. They had a
91-run lead in the first innings.

Railways have a 158-run trail against Ut-
tarakhand as they were 34/0 at stumps. They
were bowled out for 278 in the first innings,
while Uttarakhand made 470.

‘Every goal I've written down has manifested
Semenyo credits journaling for success

NEW DELHI

Manchester City winger An-
toine Semenyo has credited
the habit of journaling, which
he began at the age of 14, for
helping him overcome career
setbacks and achieve his am-
bitions in professional foot-
ball.

The 26-year-old has come
a long way after facing rejec-
tion at trials during his teen-
age years before securing a
professional contract with
Bristol City in 2018. A move to
Bournemouth in 2023 helped
him establish himself fur-
ther, eventually earning him a
transfer to Manchester City in
January.

Semenyo said he began
writing down his thoughts
and ambitions as a teenager
when he was struggling with
overthinking, and the habit
has since become an import-
ant part of his personal and
professional development.

“Alot of the time I was over-
thinking, so it became a hab-
it. I manifest what I want for
the season and for the years
ahead, and it’s worked out well
so far." Semenyo said in an in-
terview with UEFA ahead of

!
Manchester City’s Champions
League clash against Paris
Saint-Germain on Thursday.

“Every goal that I've written
down so far has manifested.
When anything pops up, I
write it down and come back
to it to see it at a later stage,”
he added.

The winger has made an
impressive start to life at City,
scoring 13 goals in 35 appear-
ances for the club, including
the winner in last season’s FA
Cup final. He said the habit of
revisiting his notes has also
helped him track his progress
and understand his develop-
ment as a player.

“From day one, I had to un-
derstand myself as a player.
It’s understanding the pace

.

of the game, when to go slow,
when to speed it up, and when
to dribble. Pep drilled that
into me a lot, and it’s helped
me. That’s where the journal-
ing comes in because I've writ-
ten all this stuff down. Then I
can go back to it and tick it off,”
he said.

Semenyo also acknowl-
edged the role of adversity
in shaping his character, re-
calling periods at Newport
County, Bristol City and Sun-
derland when he struggled for
form and found himself out of
the team.

He said those experienc-
es taught him resilience and
the importance of remaining
mentally strong during diffi-
cult phases of a career.

4th T20I: India eye series-clinching win

against West Indies in Hyderabad run-fest

HYDERABAD

India will look to seal the five-
match T20I series when they
take on the West Indies in
the fourth match at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadi-
um in Hyderabad on Wednes-
day, with the high-scoring
venue promising another bat-
ting spectacle after the hosts'
victory in Indore.

India, who are leading the
series 2-1, will look to main-
tain their current form and
put pressure on the visitors,
while the West Indies hope
to make a comeback and keep
the series alive.

Since Hyderabad is a
ground that favours batters
and has short boundaries,
both teams may once again be
facing a high-scoring game.
The place has seen several
successful T20I chases of
208 and 187, and India once
nearly exceeded the 300-run
mark, ending up with the sec-
ond-highest score in T20ls
played between ICC Full
Member countries.

The city also hosts Sunris-
ers Hyderabad, which is one
of the most aggressive batting
teams in the Indian Premier
League (IPL), a team atti-
tude exemplified by Abhishek
Sharma, Travis Head and
Heinrich Klaasen.

In Hyderabad, exception-
al totals have been chased
in recent domestic and fran-
chise cricket, with the venue
recording scores of 310, 297,
286 and 277 over the past two

Wild card Guo Hanyu overturns Cirstea at Wuhan Open

WUHAN (CHINA)

years. The pitch has recently
been relaid, but the condi-
tions are likely to be in favour
of the batters, especially if
dew plays a role in the second
innings. Since there is no rain
predicted, the match is set to
proceed without interruption.

India, on the other hand,
will take into account their
bowling  problems after
having to put up large to-
tals during the tour. The
hosts have admitted that
their failure to defend their
highest T20I total and their
third-highest ODI score has
been a concern.

Even though the batting
side has kept on performing
well, India will hope that the
Hyderabad wicket will pro-
vide their bowlers with suf-
ficient help in order to keep
a large total if they have to
chase it. At the same time, the
West Indies are not likely to

victory; Knights, Royals win too

HYDERABAD

Mighty Marathas and Kakati-
ya Knights seem to be peaking
at the right time as they moved
clear at the top of the table with
eight points each, while Rajputa-
na Royals made it back-to-back
wins on the sixth day of Season
2 of Archery Premier League
(APL) in Hyderabad on Tuesday.

While Royals and Knights
blanked their opponents, Chero
Archers and Chola Chiefs won
6-0, respectively; Marathas beat
Yodhas 6-2.

Marathas’ recurve star Dhi-
raj Bommadevara was in ter-
rific form, repeatedly shooting
clutch 10s with barely any time
left on the clock as the anchor
for his side. At the top, ‘Mr. Per-
fect’” Mike Schloesser set up the
sets well and finished with 78
out of the possible 80 points as
Marathas’ stunning resurgence
continues. They top the table
ahead of Knights with only a set-
points difference separating the
two sides. In the final match of
the day, the Knights consigned

Chola Chiefs to the bottom of
the table as Nico Wiener and
Neeraj Chauhan were both in
terrific form at the start and end
of the sets — both registering 59
out of 60 — while Spain’s recurve
archer Elia Canales was an able
support. In Jyothi Surekha Ven-
nam’s absence, Avneet Kaur also
stepped into the lineup admira-
bly for the home franchise.

Archery Premier League
(APL), the world's first fran-
chise-based archery league, was
started by the Archery Associa-
tion of India and comprises six
teams and a total of 48 archers
-- 36 Indians and 12 elite inter-
national archers. The league,
taking place at People's Plaza in
Hyderabad, will culminate on
October 18 with the grand finale
featuring the top four teams in
the semifinals, followed by the
title clash.

In the first match, bouncing
back after a poor run of results,
defending champions Roy-
als produced a classy display
against high-flying Chero Ar-
chers.

Wild card Guo Hanyu of Chi-
na rallied to beat 12th-seeded
Sorana Cirstea of Romania at
the Wuhan Open WTA tennis
tournament on Tuesday, while
Asian Games champion Wang
Xiyu was beaten by Wimble-
don junior champion Mia Po-
hankova. Guo, the Wimbledon
doubles champion, progressed
to the second round after a
1-6, 7-6(6), 7-5 victory against
Cirstea, marking her first win
over a top-20 player in her ca-
reer, as well as her first victory
in Wuhan's main-draw singles
match.

"It was a very tough match.
Honestly, I never imagined I
would win until the match was
actually over," Guo said. "Es-
pecially after losing the first
set 1-6, I just wanted to stay on
court a little longer and enjoy
the feeling of playing on the
centre court."

"I didn't expect my level
to get better and better. Even
when facing match point, I
just told myself not to give
the match away easily and to
keep trying. I held on to that
mindset, and I'm very happy I

could win in the end." Guo will
next play Katie Volynets of the
United States, who ranks 88th
in the world, reports Xinhua.

Wang dropped the opening
set against the 17-year-old Po-
hankova despite clawing back
from 0-3. Both players held
serve to 6-6, and Pohankova
took the tiebreak 7-2.

The second set followed the
same script to 6-6, but Wang
erased a 2-5 deficit in the tie-
break to win it 9-7 and level

the match.

Pohankova broke twice in
the decider, raced to a 5-1 lead
and converted her first match
point on serve to close out the
match in two hours and 55
minutes. Elsewhere, Zhang
Shuai struggled with illness
in the match against Ashlyn
Krueger of the United States
before losing at 6-3, 6-0.

"It's a pity to end my Wuhan
singles campaign this way. To
be honest, I was complete-

ly drained today. This was
the best I could do," Zhang
said. "I'm sorry I couldn't do
better given my condition,
but I didn't want to give up
the chance to play in front
of you, so I tried my best to
finish the match." Zhang also
expressed gratitude to local
audiences. "I am so grateful
for your love of tennis. It's the
passion of the people of Wu-
han that has made Chinese
tennis history," she said.

be put off by the idea of a pitch
that favours batting. Their at-
tacking batting lineup would
be helped by conditions
that provide a more reliable
bounce than those in Indore,
where India had managed to
defend a total.

Since only one of the six
matches played during the
tour has seen the side that
batted first win, the result of
the toss and the possibility of
dew may well be decisive.

A major match between
India's fast-opening batsman
Abhishek Sharma and the
West Indies off-spinner Ros-
ton Chase is possible, since
Chase played a decisive part
in the visitors' win in Ranchi
by getting rid of Abhishek, Is-
han Kishan and Shreyas Iyer.

India might keep the com-
bination which had worked
well in Indore, having chosen
an extra seamer instead of

DUBAI

The ICC Men’s Cricket World
Cup 2027 has attracted more
than 15 million ticket appli-
cations within 12 days of the
ballot opening, underlining
the growing anticipation for
the tournament scheduled to
be co-hosted by South Africa,
Zimbabwe and Namibia.

According to the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC), a
total of 15,083,752 ticket appli-
cations have been submitted,
with 4,423,417 ballot registra-
tions recorded from fans across
142 countries. The surge marks
a significant jump from the one
million applications received
during the first week of the reg-
istration process.

The 14th edition of the tour-
nament will return to Africa for
the first time in 24 years and
is set to feature a new format,
with organisers anticipating a
global following for what is be-
ing billed as the biggest edition
in the competition’s history.

ICC Chief Executive Officer
Sanjog Gupta attributed the
response to the tournament’s
global appeal, the attraction of

wrist-spinner Kuldeep Yadav.
Even though spin was effec-
tive in that game, the home
side may want the extra pace
option on a wicket expected
to give more help to the stroke
players.

At the same time, the West
Indies will be keeping an eye
on Romario Shepherd, since
he picked up an injury during
his bowling in Ranchi. Even
though he did manage to bat
in that match, the all-round-
er was still excluded from the
game in Indore. His avail-
ability would have given the
visitors an additional seam
bowler and useful depth in
the lower order.

A further interesting statis-
tic involves Naman Dhir from
India, since all of his five in-
ternational wickets have been
taken on the ball that follows
immediately after he has con-
ceded a six.

CWC 2027 ticket demand crosses
15 million applications in 12 days

its African host nations and the
promotional efforts leading up
to the launch.

“The overwhelming demand
for tickets is testament to the
stature and appeal of the Crick-
et World Cup, the allure of Afri-
ca as a destination and the an-
ticipation for the event generat-
ed by the ICC and its partners’
promotional activities leading
up to the event launch,” ICC
Chief Executive Officer Sanjog
Gupta said. Gupta also outlined
the ICC’s plans to build mo-
mentum in the lead-up to the
tournament, which is now less
than a year away.

“With a year to go, the ICC
has planned an exciting run-
way of 360 degree activations,
multi-platform campaigns and
content line-ups, which will
elevate the fandom associated
with the ICC Cricket World Cup
2027.”

Fans can register for the
ticket ballot until 23:59 Cen-
tral Africa Time (CAT) on No-
vember 21, 2026. The deadline
falls exactly one year before the
scheduled World Cup final at
the Wanderers Stadium in Jo-

hannesburg.
L] |
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Casting Couch Buzz
in Telugu Ginema

ftentimes, we see a lot of actors sharing their expe- X
Oriences of the casting couch and sexual harassment
in the South Indian film industry. Now, the latest to
join the list is actress Niti Taylor, who has done couple of movies
in the South, particularly in Telugu. The actress shared that
the director she worked with reportedly asked her to sleep
with him. In a recent interview, the actress shared that she
worked on only two films in the South Indian film industry.
After completing her first film, the same director reportedly
approached her for another project. However, Niti Tay-
lor revealed that the director made an inappropriate
proposition, demanding a physical relationship as a
prerequisite for casting her in the second film. Having
hearing that from the director, the actress reportedly
was shocked and then she explained that it was deeply
distressing to face such a situation when she had hoped to earn
roles based purely on her talent. Niti Taylor reportedly said
that, caught off guard by the incident, she didn’t know
what to do for a moment. Instead of arguing with him,
the actress blocked his phone number. Recalling
the aftermath, she said she broke down in
tears while telling her mother about
the incident. Niti Taylor add-
ed that stepping into the
industry with a passion
for films, only to face
such an incident,
left a profound
impact on her. The
actress debuted with
Tanish’s Mem Vayasu-
ku Vachham in 2012.
Later, she was seen
in Rahul Ravin-
dran’s Pelli Pus-
takam and Love
Dot Com.

L )
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ome friendships never go out
Sof style, and the enduring

popularity of Ee Nagarani-
ki Emaindi stands as a testament to
that. Eight years after the original
film introduced audiences to a mem-
orable gang of friends, director Tha-
run Bhascker Dhaassyam is bring-
ing them back with ENE Repeat,
which is scheduled for a worldwide
theatrical release on November
19. The makers have now released
a new poster featuring Vishwak
Sen, Abhiinav Gomatam, Ven-
katesh Kakumanu and Srinath
Maganti. The image places them
amid an assortment of yellow
suitcases, luggage trunks and
camera equipment, with each
character displaying a person-
ality of his own. The resulting
visual is playful, eccentric and
packed with the kind of youthful
energy associated with the fran-
chise. The sequel is produced by Sru- o
jan Yarabolu and Sandeep Nagireddy
under S Originals and Rootnode Cinema.
AJ Aaron handles cinematography and Vivek Sagar
composes the music. With the gang reunited and a new
story awaiting them, ENE Repeat aims to rekindle the
nostalgia surrounding the original while taking its
characters into another adventure.

Shriya Saran Slams
Al Image Mlsuse o £

Actor Shriya Saran has raised concerns over the grow-

ing misuse of artificial intelligence to create sexually
explicit images of women without their consent.

The Drishyam 3 actor revealed that she has
also been targeted by digitally manip-
ulated images, highlighting how in-
creasingly realistic Al-generated

content is making it difficult
to distinguish between
what is real and what is
fabricated. Manipulated
pictures can sometimes
look so convincing that
even she sometimes
struggles to recognise
whether the person de-
picted is actually her.
Other times, morphing
can include changing the
size of b**bs or remov-
ing clothes of the person.
“It’s funny. Sometimes,

I don’t even know if it’s
me.” Acknowledging the use-
fulness of Al she said, “While AI
has a lot to give us and a lot to help

us with, there’s also a lot it can change for
us. It can lead to things that can be dangerous.
I think that applies to every technology.” The actor
added that society would eventually have to find ways to
deal with the challenges posed by Al as the technology be-
comes more widespread. Recently, an Al-altered video in-
volving Janhvi Kapoor sparked outrage, with several members of the film
fraternity criticising the non-consensual use of technology to sexualise women.
Such incidents have intensified discussions about the responsibility of social media
platforms, the need for stronger safeguards and the difficulties victims face when trying
to have manipulated content removed. Shriya acknowledged that the industry still has
a long way to go, but said change has begun. Her comments highlight a broader concern
about women’s representation and agency, both within the entertainment industry and
in the digital world, where technological advancements have created new avenues
for harassment and exploitation.
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Tamannaah In
or Dirty Picture2?

Vldya Balan’s Dirty Picture is one of the country’s most popular films. Based on the

life of Silk Smitha, the film earned Vidya a National Film Award for her acting.
Plans are underway to make a sequel. If the reports are true, Ekta Kapoor will
produce the second part of Dirty Picture. Speculation suggests Tamannaah will headline
the sequel, with no further connection to Silk Smitha’s life. Ekta Kapoor revealed in an
interview that a sequel is in the works. The reports indicate that the narrative will explore
the discrimination women face in the film industry and the darker reality of sexual har-
assment. Since Ekta Kapoor teased plans for the sequel, speculation about the film has run
rampant. Casting Tamannaah would easily allow the project to be mounted on a pan-India
scale. Moreover, her recent streak of high-profile special dance numbers has cultivated a bold
new screen image. At the same time, Triptii Dimri’s name is also in circulation. Meanwhile,
another prevailing theory suggests that Ekta Kapoor might be adapting the tragic life
story of erstwhile glamour queen Nisha Noor. During the 1980s, Nisha Noor had
a dazzling run in Malayalam and Tamil cinema, playing key
roles alongside top stars and acclaimed directors.
However, as film offers dried up, pressure
from a producer reportedly pushed her
into the flesh trade. The reports say
that the actress eventually con-
tracted AIDS and passed away
under heart-wrenching cir-
cumstances in 2007. As of
now, there is no official
confirmation of the
details of the story
or which actors

will be part of
the film. More
details will

be out
soon.

Producer’s Unexpected
Take on Raja Saab

e disaster result of The Raja Saab turned out to
’I‘ltj)e anightmare for Prabhas and his fans. The film
also burned the pockets of producer TG Vishwa
Prasad. The film which was made as a great ambitious
film in Prabhas career became a damp squib. It’s been
over 9 months since The Raja Saab was released in cine-
mas and failed miserably, media, critics and fans couldn’t
overcome the film’s failure. When asked about TG Vish-
wa Prasad’s analysis and introspection over Raja Saab’s
failure, the producer gave a shocking response. He stat-
ed that releasing the film during the Sankranthi season
was a huge mistake that cost him dearly. He said the film
would have performed differently if it had been released
on another date instead of clashing with other major films
during the festive season. Many of Prabhas fans weren’t
convinced with the producer’s response. The Raja Saab
received unanimous poor reviews and faced outright re-
jection from audience and critics. Directed by Maruthi,
the film turned out to be a huge disaster. Prabhas is trying
to come out of the Raja Saab’s failure. He has set his focus
on Fauzi and Spirit, being directed by Hanu Raghavpudi
and Sandeep Reddy Vanga.
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