Delhi Activates
Winter
Pollution
Control Plan

NEW DELHI, OCT 25

The Delhi government will
implement a Winter Action
Plan from November 1 to Feb-
ruary 28 to control air pollu-
tion in the national capital.
Under the plan formulated
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta, the
government will take steps to
prohibit the sale of fuel to ve-
hicles that do not have a valid
Pollution Under Control (PUC)
certificate. Restrictions will
also be imposed on the entry
of vehicles registered outside
Delhi that do not comply with
BS-VI emission standards.

Special measures will be
introduced to control dust pol-
lution caused by construction
and demolition activities. Con-
struction sites will be moni-
tored using Al-enabled camer-
as to ensure compliance with
pollution-control ~ measures.
The government also aims to
reduce vehicular emissions by
introducing a work-from-home
policy for 50 per cent of employ-
ees in government and private
offices. In addition, the use of
electric buses and Metro servic-
es will be encouraged to reduce
dependence on private vehicles.
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PM Pushes ‘Uocal for Local’ Rhead of Diwali

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has urged .

citizens to purchase locally made products during Diwali
and strengthen the Vocal for Local movement. Address-
ing the 139th episode of Mann Ki Baat, he said Indian
products were gaining recognition in international mar-
kets, citing Bihar’s makhana and Karnataka’s tur dal. He
stressed that supporting local artisans, farmers, traders
and small-scale industries would improve their incomes
and strengthen the national economy. Modi also high-
lighted initiatives promoting organic cotton cultivation in
Punjab and the revival of the Heval River in Uttarakhand.
He expressed confidence that public participation would
accelerate the goal of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

RS. 1/-

INDIA Bloc Prepares Impeachment

NEW DELHI, OCT 25

The INDIA bloc is preparing to
intensify its protest against Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) Gya-
nesh Kumar. The opposition alli-
ance has decided to hold a public
impeachment-related programme
against him in Delhi on October 30.
During the event, an impeachment
resolution is expected to be intro-
duced, and opposition parties will
voice their objections to the func-
tioning of the Election Commis-
sion. The alliance has also drawn
up plans to organise a massive pub-

lic rally at Ramlila Maidan in Delhi
on November 1.

The bloc intends to bring allega-
tions of irregularities in the elec-

Move Against CEC

|

toral process, the controversy over
alleged “vote theft,” and the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls to the public’s attention.
According to reports, the alliance
aims to explain its concerns about
the Election Commission’s func-
tioning and strengthen a nation-
wide movement to protect voters’
rights.

The Congress estimates that
around 10 lakh people from across
the country may attend the rally.

Congress national president
Mallikarjun Kharge has already
appealed to leaders of INDIA bloc

constituent parties to travel to Del-
hi. Efforts are underway to mobilise
opposition leaders and party work-
ers to ensure the rally’s success.

Accountability of the Election
Commission and transparency in
the electoral process are expected
to be the key themes of these pro-
grammes.

However, although the proposed
event concerning the CEC is being
described as a public impeachment
process, it is not equivalent to the
formal constitutional process of re-
moving the Chief Election Commis-
sioner through Parliament.

TG Sees Vast Potential for Korean Investments CM Leads Key Delegation for

- Water-Sharing Talks

Rahul Gandhi lacks

courage to visit Telangana personal grudges: Eatala

Hyderabad,
Oct.25: A round table
meeting was held at
Haritha Plaza on Sun-
day to control pollu-
tion at Jawahar Nagar
dumping yard and find
a permanent solution
to the dumping yard
problems. Intellectuals,
environmentalists and
dumping yard victims participated in the meeting.
Professor Murali Manohar presided over the meet-
ing. Speaking On this occasion, MP Etala Rajender
said that people were lining in Jawahar Nagar by

Hyderabad,  Oct.25  (NSS):
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
working president K.T. Rama Rao
on Sunday launched a scathing at-
tack on Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi, labeling him one of the “biggest
promise-makers” in Indian politics.

Sharif, a prominent leader
froWwm the Khairatabad constitu-
ency, joined the BRS at Telangana
Bhavan in Hyderabad. BRS work-
ing president K.T. Rama Rao for-
mally welcomed him into the party

Cyclone Arab: CM Orders High Alert

CM warns that any delay

by draping a party scarf around his
shoulders. Addressing the gath-
ering, KT Rama Rao targeted the
Congress leadership over its elec-
toral commitments in Telangana.
He alleged that despite promising
six major guarantees within 100
days, alongside 13 declarations and
420 specific promises, the state
government has shown no progress
even after 1,000 days in office.

“Rahul Gandhi travels across the
country speaking about ‘Chhatron
Ki Goonj’ but lacks the courage to
visit Telangana,” Rama Rao stated,
alleging that the Congress leader-
ship remains silent on adminis-
trative irregularities. He further
alleged that under Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy, Telangana has
been turned into an “ATM” for the
central Congress leadership. KT
Rama Rao further argued that the
Congress lacks the political lev-
erage to counter Prime Minister
Narendra Modi or curb communal
politics nationally, reiterating that
the BRS would remain a focused re-
gional force dedicated to safeguard-
ing Telangana’s state interests.

trict administrations to estab-  and

Telangana Government
prioritises cultural and
economic ties with Korea

Plan to create
three lakh additional jobs

Will Expand Partner-
ships
with Korean Companies:
Deputy CM Bhatti

HYDERABAD,OCT 25

Telangana Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka
said the state government is
prioritising investments from
Korean companies, along
with job creation, technology
transfer and skill development
among youth. He stated that
Telangana offers vast oppor-

tunities for collaboration with
Korean companies in electron-
ics, electric vehicles, advanced
manufacturing, life sciences,
renewable energy and emerg-
ing technology sectors. He was
speaking as the chief guest at
the K-Harmony Festa — Korea
Culture Day 2026, held at Shil-
pakala Vedika in Hyderabad on
Sunday.

Bhatti Vikramarka recalled
that the investment discussions
held during Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy’s visit to South
Korea in August 2024 laid the
foundation for economic co-
operation between the two re-
gions. He said the government
would work to strengthen this
partnership further and ex-
pand investments and employ-
ment opportunities.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

HYDERABAD, OCT.25

In a major initiative to re-
solve prolonged inter-state riv-
er water disputes, Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy has led
a high-level official delegation
to Mumbai for high-level bi-
lateral talks with Maharash-
tra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis scheduled for Mon-
day. The delegation, including
Minister for Irrigation Shri
N. Uttam Kumar Reddy and
senior administrative officials,
will engage in high-level dis-
cussions aimed at reaching a
consensus on the Thummadi-
hatti barrage. The Telangana
government is advocating for

the barrage height to be estab-
lished at 152 metres to meet
the vital drinking and irriga-
tion requirements of northern
Telangana districts, particu-
larly erstwhile Adilabad. Ad-
dressing prior apprehensions
raised by Maharashtra regard-
ing submergence and tribal
displacement in border pock-
ets, the Telangana government
has formulated a comprehen-
sive plan designed to mitigate
local impact while protecting
state water interests. The Tel-
angana government remains
committed to constructive
inter-state dialogue to unlock
sustainable irrigation solu-
tions for the region.

RSS Ideology
Must Be
Eradicated

Elections Should Be Held
Using Ballot Papers:
Kharge

NEW DELHI, OCT 25

Congress national president
Mallikarjun Kharge has called
for the eradication of the ide-
ology of the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS) in the
country. He demanded the im-
mediate suspension of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and called for
elections to be conducted us-
ing ballot papers. Kharge also
demanded the cancellation of
Assembly elections held over
the past two years. He alleged
that the BJP had resorted to
“vote theft” to come to power
in four states. Describing the
ongoing campaign against the
SIR process as a “second free-
dom struggle,” Kharge urged
people across the country to
support a nationwide move-
ment to safeguard democracy
and constitutional values.

He stressed the need to
prioritise transparency in the
electoral process and protect
voters’ rights. He made it clear
that safeguarding the people’s
right to vote was the primary
objective of the movement.

communication, preg-

risking their lives.

He also said that Even the verdicts given by courts
with the money and influence of the Ramky com-
pany were not being implemented. He alleged that
the rulers were indifferently to the problems of the
people and added that People were losing faith in
the laws. He claimed that Ramky’s CSR Money was
being spent in other states instead of being spent on
drinking water and roads for the people of Jawahar
Nagar . He demanded that garbage dumping centers
should be set up with zero pollution technology and
added that Garbage can be used for electricity gener-
ation, biogas and organic menure . He said that he
was Starting the padayatra from the 27 of this month
on the issue and added that he was not in a position

to compromise.

time of landfall, wind speeds

in restoring essential ser-
vices will not be tolerated

Heavy rainfall likely

in North Andhra and
Central Coastal districts
on October 27 and 28:
Officials

Amaravati : Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu
directed officials to remain on
high alert, ensure maximum
preparedness at every level to
minimise the impact in view of
the approaching Cyclone Arn-
ab. As the Meteorological De-
partment’s forecast of severe
weather conditions, the Chief
Minister instructed all depart-
ments to work in close coordi-
nation and ensure that people
do not face difficulties. In a
review meeting here today, the
Chief Minister directed dis-

lish control rooms and provide
timely guidance to the public.

Emphasising that there
should be no loss of life and
that property damage must be
minimised, the Chief Minis-
ter instructed officials to send
continuous alerts and updates
to people’s mobile phones. He
also asked officials to persuade
residents of coastal villages to
follow government advisories
and move to safer locations
wherever necessary.

The Chief Minister said
strong winds were expected
during the cyclone and direct-
ed the Electricity Department
to remain fully prepared to
ensure the speedy restoration
of power supply in the event
of disruptions.He instruct-
ed officials to ensure that all
boats at sea return to shore. If
the cyclone disrupts transport

nant women may face serious
difficulties, hence they must
be shifted to hospitals in ad-
vance,” the Chief Minister said.
He warned that any delay in re-
storing essential services will
not be tolerated.

Officials informed the Chief
Minister that the severe de-
pression over the Bay of Bengal
was likely to intensify into a cy-
clone. According to the current
forecast, the system may cross
the coast between Bapatla and
Visakhapatnam by the after-
noon of October 28, with the
Konaseema—Yanam—Kakina-
da coastal belt among the ar-
eas being monitored for a pos-
sible landfall.Officials said the
system was likely to intensify
into a cyclone by the morning
of October 26, a severe cyclone
by that night and a very severe
cyclone on October 27.At the

could reach 115-125 kmph,
with gusts of up to 140 kmph
on certain occasions.The Chief
Minister directed officials to
issue cyclone bulletins every
four hours and ensure that up-
dated information reaches the
public and field-level officials
without delay.Heavy to ex-
tremely heavy rainfall is likely
in North Andhra and Central
Coastal districts on October
27 and 28, with isolated places
likely to receive exceptional-
ly heavy rainfall.Kakinada,
Anakapalli, Visakhapatnam,
Konaseema and East Go-
davari districts, along with
other parts of North Andhra,
are expected to experience
strong winds and heavy rain-
fall. The intensity of rainfall
is likely to be particularly
high on October 27 and 28 the
officials informed.

SUPERIOR QUALITY. GUARANTEED.

Don't give it a chance.

* Don't let them ruin your structures
* Don't let them waste your money
* Don't let them risk your dignity

If you give a chance to poor-quality cement, the quality of
your life is what you risk. Many may take a chance. But
once you give it, you may never get another.

Trust is never built by chance. It becomes a part of life over
time.
So don't risk your dreams on uncertainty.
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Adopt Low-Water Crops to
Boost Farm Income

Jitesh V. Patil conducts surprise inspections in Shadna-
gar; advises crop diversification and allied activities to
tackle weather changes.

>

HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 25

Jitesh V. Patil, IAS, Chairman and Managing Director (CMD)
of Telangana Southern Power Distribution Company Limited
(TGSPDCL), has advised farmers to shift toward alternative crops
that require less water, lower investments, and less labor to max-
imize their income amid changing weather patterns. The CMD
made these remarks during a series of surprise field inspections
on Sunday across Rayikal, Vityala, and Rameshwaram villages
in the Shadnagar Division of Ranga Reddy district. The visit was
aimed at assessing agricultural power supply arrangements and
reviewing the performance of distribution transformers.

Addressing the challenges posed by weather fluctuations and
the potential impact of El Nifio, Mr. Patil highlighted that tradi-
tional crops like paddy require high amounts of water. He encour-
aged farmers to utilize smaller land parcels—ranging from a few
guntas to a couple of acres—to cultivate leafy greens, vegetables,
flowers, and drumsticks. To further secure and diversify their in-
come, the CMD suggested that farmers explore allied agricultur-
al activities, including dairy farming, poultry, fish farming, and
sheep rearing. During his visit to Vityala village, Mr. Patil inspect-
ed alocal dairy farm to study its management practices and profit-
ability firsthand. As part of his research into sustainable farming,
Mr. Patil also met with the R&D team at Kheyti, an organization
operating in the Shadnagar region. Their discussions focused
on techniques for growing vegetables using less water and fewer
pesticides, helping smallholder farmers make the most of limit-
ed land. During the field inspection, the CMD personally exam-
ined electrical infrastructure and instructed officials to address
the root causes of recurring distribution transformer failures. He
urged field staff and engineers to maintain strict coordination to
ensure uninterrupted, high-quality power supply for the farming
community.

The inspection was attended by TGSPDCL Director (Projects &
IT) V. Shivaji, Shadnagar Rural Divisional Engineer Shyamsund-
ar Reddy, local Assistant Engineers, and field staff.

ACB seizes Rs. 2.40 lakh from
HMWSSB joint director’s car

Hyderabad, Oct.25: Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) officials
seized Rs. 2.40 lakh in unaccounted cash from the car of A. Srin-
ivas, a Joint Director with the Hyderabad Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board (HMWSSB), during a check on Raj
Bhavan Road here on Saturday night. The officials intercepted
Srinivas near Metro Residency Apartments at around 7 pm and
recovered the cash during an inspection of his vehicle. They re-
portedly found his explanation regarding the source of the money
unsatisfactory and are probing the matter from the angle of pos-
sible corruption. According to sources, the ACB had placed the of-
ficial under surveillance after receiving a tip-off through a phone
call from an unidentified person. The bureau is also expected to
inform the Income Tax Department about the seizure.
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Economic Highlights

N-Power: Uranium Crunch, High Costs

e global energy crisis is
spreading beyond petro-
leum, with the deepening
Gulf and Red Sea disrup-

tions threatening fuel supplies and
shipping. India’s nuclear ambitions
face a parallel challenge: securing
adequate uranium at affordable cost
as the country targets 100 GW of nu-
clear capacity by 2047. Scarcity could
raise procurement costs, delay reac-
tor expansion and increase the cost
of electricity. The world may face a
painful economic transition marked
by severe inflation as fuel prices and
shipping costs surge, a temporary
return to coal and domestic natural
gas to bridge energy shortages, and
strict fuel rationing that prioritises
agriculture, emergency services and
critical supply chains, all at the cost
of slower economic growth.

The new Sustainable Harnessing
and Advancement of Nuclear Ener-
gy for Transforming India Act, 2025
(SHANTI Act) opens civil nuclear
power to eligible private companies
and joint ventures while retaining
government control over sensitive
activities, including nuclear fuel en-
richment and spent-fuel reprocess-
ing. It introduces capacity-based
operator liability caps, ranging from
%100 crore for micro-reactors to Rs
3,000 crore for large plants, and pro-
vides for government-backed com-
pensation beyond the operator’s cap.

Critics argue that limiting supplier
liability weakens the polluter-pays
principle and risks leaving the public
to bear a substantial share of the cost
of a major accident.The high-level
nuclear waste and spent fuel man-
agement for 5000 years remains a
government expense without, so far,
a dedicated funds liability from pri-
vate operators.

Uranium Scarcity &

Thorium

The problem extends beyond ac-
cident compensation. High-level ra-
dioactive waste and spent-fuel man-
agement remain under government
control. Although operators are ex-
pected to provide financial security
for waste management and decom-
missioning, the absence of a dedi-
cated, ring-fenced fund could leave
taxpayers exposed to future disposal
costs. Private companies may ben-
efit from operating nuclear plants,
while the state retains responsibility
for some of the most expensive and
technically demanding stages of the
nuclear fuel cycle.

The IAEA in its global uranium
report assesses 90,000 to 125,000
tonnes uranium demand by 2050.
The present requirement is 60,000
tonnes. Shortage to accentuate by
2040 as uranium production to
halve.For India, this supply-demand
gap is not merely a market fluctua-
tion but a systemic risk to its energy
security and long-term decarbon-
isation goals. The widening deficit
puts pressure on India's reliance on
international imports to supplement
its domestic reserves, escalation of
operational cost and unaffordable
power price as uranium prices zoom.

India has limited domestic re-
serves of low-grade uranium, forcing
heavy reliance on foreign imports
from countries like Kazakhstan,
Canada, Russia, Australia, Uzbek-
istan and France. The Uranium
Corporation mines in Jharkhand,
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka
sustained the domestic nuclear pow-
er needs for decades. But with the
opening of the sector to the private
companies, the situation is to change
along with the issues of liabilities.
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There are high thorium reserves
(about 25% of the global total), yet
commercial thorium power has
not scaled due to a mix of scientif-
ic, economic, and strategic hurdles.
So far, China operates the world's
only active experimental thorium
molten-salt reactor in Gobi Desert
(Wuwei), while countries like In-
dia, the US, and Denmark continue
active research, testing, and devel-
opment programs.Scaling capacity
requires massive capital investments
(estimated in trillions of rupees), and
draft regulatory frameworks still
lack clear commercial guidelines on
tariffs and investor returns.

Modular Reactor

India’s uranium dependence adds
another layer of risk. Domestic re-
serves are limited, and the country
relies heavily on imports from sup-
pliers including Kazakhstan, Can-
ada, Uzbekistan, Australia, Russia
and France. Global uranium demand
is projected to rise substantially by
2050, while developing new mines
can take 15-20 years. Long-term
supply contracts and strategic re-
serves can provide some protection,
but they cannot eliminate price vola-
tility or logistical disruption.

India’s thorium reserves—esti-
mated at about a quarter of the glob-
al total—offer a possible long-term
alternative, but not an immediate
solution. Thorium is not fissile and
must first be converted into urani-
um-233 inside a reactor. The process
involves complex technology, expen-
sive fuel reprocessing and difficult
radiation-control requirements. The
Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor at
Kalpakkam reaching first critical-
ity in April 2026 marks progress in
India’s second-stage nuclear pro-
gramme, but commercial thorium

power remains a longer-term objec-
tive.

Small modular reactors (SMRs)
are another part of the expansion
strategy. India’s Nuclear Energy
Mission, backed by Rs 20,000 crore,
targets at least five indigenous SMRs
by 2033, including the 220-MWe
Bharat Small Modular Reactor. Yet
smaller reactors are not automatical-
ly cheaper, and commercial viability
will depend on construction costs,
regulatory clarity, fuel availability
and credible arrangements for waste
management and decommissioning.

Indias nuclear expansion must not
become a means of privatising prof-
its while socialising costs. Securing
uranium, strengthening domestic
technology and reinforcing NPCIL
must go hand in hand with transpar-
ent liability rules and properly fund-
ed waste disposal. Critics argue it
weakens the polluter-pays principle.

Spent Fuel Cost on Public

With spent fuel management in
the government sectors public cost
to remain high and private liabilities
limited. The profitable parts remain
with the private sector.High-level ra-
dioactive waste remains under Cen-
tral Government control, with spent
fuel reprocessed and residual waste
vitrified for secure storage, while
plant operators handle routine low-
and intermediate-level waste and
maintain spent-fuel storage.

Operators are expected to provide
financial security for waste man-
agement and decommissioning, but
without a dedicated, ring-fenced
fund financed through electrici-
ty-generation levies, the long-term
cost of permanent disposal could
ultimately fall on taxpayers rather
than the companies generating the
nuclear power.The critical question

RISKS PUBLIC SECTOR, PROFITS PRIVATE

is whether the NPCIL should not be
strengthened?

A 20-Year Supply Challenge

Despite global uranium resources
exceeding 8.1 million tonnes, con-
verting them into reliable supplies
requires investment, infrastructure
and 15-20 years to develop new
mines. Expanding existing mines,
reopening idle operations, strategic
stockpiles and long-term import con-
tracts can ease shortages, while sea-
water extraction and spent-fuel re-
cycling remain longer-term options.
Fast breeder reactors and thorium
could reduce uranium dependence
over time but cannot resolve imme-
diate shortages. India must therefore
balance nuclear expansion with fuel
security, technological readiness,
rising costs and long-term public
liabilities. India cannot afford to
abandon nuclear power, but it can-
not pursue expansion by shifting
its long-term costs and risks to the
public. Uranium security, domestic
technology and a stronger NPCIL
must advance alongside transparent
liability rules and properly funded
waste disposal. Nuclear power may
strengthen energy security, but pri-
vate investment must not become
a mechanism for privatising profits
while leaving taxpayers to carry the
residual risks.---

SHIVAJI SARKAR

Dr. Satyam Srirangam Takes the Helm as
lelangana Throwball Association President

* Elected unanimously with
support from 26 districts, the
new executive body vows to
elevate throwball and nur-
ture grassroots talent across
the state.

Medchal-Malkajgiri , Octo-
ber 25: TPCC Spokesperson Dr.
Satyam Srirangam has been unan-
imously elected as the President of
the Telangana Throwball Associa-
tion during its General Body meet-
ing. The election took place with
the full support and endorsement
of representatives from 26 dis-
tricts across the state. Along with
Dr. Srirangam, Chitra Shanoy was

elected as the General Secretary,
and Bhaskar Reddy was chosen as
the Treasurer for the newly formed
executive body.

The General Body meeting was
attended by Aman Sharma, who
served as the observer on behalf of
the Throwball Federation of India
(TFI). Former Union Minister and
Vice President of the Telangana
Olympic Association, Samudrala
Venugopalachari, along with Sen-
ior Advocate Mokshagna, graced
the occasion as chief guests. Rep-
resentatives, including presidents
and secretaries from 26 district
throwball associations, participat-
ed in the meeting and unanimous-

ly voted to elect the new leadership.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Satyam Srirangam expressed his
heartfelt gratitude to the district
delegates and members for placing
their trust in him. He stated that
his primary objective as president
will be to develop throwball across
Telangana, nurture young athletic
talent, and provide state players
with the necessary support to ex-
cel at the national level. The event
saw active participation from key
members and district represent-
atives, including Krishna Rajput,
Sriramoju Shiva Kumar, Odelu Ya-
dav, Vaddenna, Ravi, Anil, Vinisha,
Alekhya, among others.

()
TELANGANA STATE THROWBALL ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING

Date: 25/10/2026 |
Q | Venue: Satyam Srirangam Residency, Kukatpally, Hyderabad
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TG Sees Vast Potential for Korean Investments
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He observed that Telangana had
much to learn from South Korea’s
economic progress, adding that sus-
tained investments in education,
skill development, infrastructure
and technology had played a cru-
cial role in the country’s develop-
ment. The Deputy Chief Minister
expressed the desire to strength-
en cooperation among industries,
universities, research institutions,
startups and small enterprises.

Tourism Offers Significant
Investment Opportunities

Highlighting the opportunities
in tourism, Bhatti Vikramarka said
Telangana’s Tourism Policy 2025—
2030 aims to attract investments
worth 15,000 crore and create
three lakh additional employment
opportunities over five years. He
welcomed Korean companies to
participate in developing tourism
infrastructure, hospitality, film
tourism, wellness tourism and cul-
tural experiences across the state.

Cultural Ties Strengthen

India—Korea Relations

Bhatti Vikramarka said the fes-
tival, showcasing Korean culture,
arts, music and traditions, would
further strengthen the bonds of
friendship between the people of
India and South Korea. He praised
South Korea for overcoming chal-
lenges such as war and poverty to
emerge as one of the world’s devel-
oped economies. He said the coun-
try’s achievements in technology,
manufacturing, education and inno-
vation were commendable.

Korean music, films and televi-
sion programmes have attracted
young audiences across the world,
demonstrating how cultural influ-
ence can enhance a country’s inter-
national recognition, he noted.

The Deputy Chief Minister high-
lighted the similarities between In-
dian and Korean societies in areas
such as education, family values,
traditions and respect for elders. He
also referred to the legend of Queen
Heo Hwang-ok, who is believed to
have travelled to Korea from ancient
India, describing it as a symbol of
the historical friendship between
the two countries.

Telangana’s Heritage

Deserves Global

Recognition

Bhatti Vikramarka said Hyder-
abad had served for centuries as a
meeting point of diverse cultures,
languages and traditions. He high-
lighted Telangana’s distinctive cul-
tural heritage, including Bathukam-
ma, Bonalu, Telugu traditions and
historic monuments. The state has

several tourist attractions, including
the Charminar, Golconda Fort and
the Ramappa Temple, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

He also noted that Buddhist her-
itage destinations such as Buddha-
vanam near Nagarjuna Sagar could
further strengthen cultural connec-
tions between India and East Asian
countries.

The Deputy Chief Minister invit-
ed Korean tourists to visit Telanga-
na and encouraged young people
from both regions to explore oppor-
tunities in education, research, em-
ployment and creative industries.

He emphasised that while in-
vestments and trade agreements
are important, mutual affection
and understanding between people
form the lasting foundation of inter-
national relations. “Hyderabad is
like a second home for our Korean
friends,” he said. Republic of Ko-
rea Ambassador to India, H.E. Lee
Seung-ho, welcomed Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka to the
event.

HYDERABAD, OCT 25

BJP State President N Ra-
machandar Rao today empha-
sized that Prime Minister Modi’s
'Mann Ki Baat' program provides
immense inspiration and direc-
tion to students, youth, and all
sections of society.

Rao was speaking after watch-
ing the 139th episode of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Mann
Ki Baat’ program live along with
locals at Lakshmi's Emporia
Apartment in Miyapur, Serilinga-
mpally Constituency.

He praised the Prime Min-
ister's call given in view of the
upcoming Diwali and Chhath
festivals, urging everyone to pri-
oritize cleanliness, keep their
surroundings clean, and become
active participants in nature con-
servation.

Rao mentioned that inspired
by 'Vocal for Local, domestic
products are gaining internation-
al recognition. Success stories
such as the rejuvenation of the
Heval River in Uttarakhand, the
organic cotton revolution in Pun-
jab, the packaging of tribal prod-
ucts from Maharashtra receiving
Japan's 'Good Design Award', and
the export of Bihar Makhana and
Karnataka Toor Dal to foreign
countries stand as testaments to
a self-reliant India (Atmanirbhar
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Bharat).

On the same occasion, BJP
state chief also spoke about the
voter registration process for
the upcoming elections to the
two Graduates' MLC constitu-
encies in Telangana (Mahabub-
nagar-Rangareddy-Hyderabad
and Warangal-Khammam-Na-
Igonda). He said that, accord-
ing to the Election Commission
of India guidelines, all eligible
graduates who completed their
degree by October 31, 2023,
must compulsorily register as
voters through Form-18 by No-
vember 6. He clarified that even
those who had voting rights
previously must reapply for the

fresh electoral roll and urged
graduates to come forward in
large numbers to strengthen the
democratic system.

Later, BJP Telangana State
Co-in-charge and MP Mrs Rekha
Sharma criticized the Congress
party, stating that it is attempting
to destabilize democratic systems
and constitutional institutions
through conspiracies to divide
the country and society along
caste and religious lines.

She announced that under the
auspices of the BJP, a massive
mega padayatra titled ‘Loktan-
tra Bachao — Bheedtantra Hatao’
(Save Democracy — Drive Out
Mobocracy) will be organized in

Telangana on November first to
strongly expose Congress's divi-
sive conspiracies and malicious
propaganda in the public domain
and to protect the Constitution
and democracy. She called upon
the people and intellectuals to ex-
tend their support to this move-
ment to protect Telangana and
democracy from Congress's anar-
chic and mob-rule politics.

BJP Telangana State Co-in-
charge Mrs Rekha Sharma |,
party’s State General Secretary
Gautam Rao, District President
Srinivas Reddy , Ravi Kumar Ya-
dav, other prominent leaders, and
local citizens participated in this
program.
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CITY BEAT

Ministry of Home Affairs
AL Government of India SALUTING INTERNAL gﬁygyél; gg‘gv DAY
. ON THE PATH OF
SEE THE MANY coLours | BHARAT PARV
PATRIOTISM - OF UNITY, IN ONE PLACE | I’ to15™ November, 2026
EKTA NAGAR, GUJARAT

CBC 19101/13/0019/2627

MALLAPUR

The Maha Yagna for Nation-
al Security and Protection of
Dharma, organised under the
leadership of Hindu Dharma
Chakra President Maddikunta
Srikanth Sharma, entered its
third day on October 25, with
Pushpagiri Peethadhipathi Sri
Sri Sri Vidya Shankara Bharati
Swamiji participating in the

Protectio

LET’'S TRAVEL
TO EKTA NAGAR

2. ~r

Purna Ahuti ceremony.

Addressing the gathering,
Swamiji said that lighting a
lamp at home every day is also
a form of yagna. He stated that
such religious rituals help en-
rich the spiritual wealth of so-
ciety. He added that the divine
beings look forward to the per-
formance of such yagnas and
other sacred rituals.

BJP National Council mem-

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas
31 OCTOBER, 2026
Statuo of Uniy Ekta Nagar, Gularat

ber Geeta Murthy and her hus-
band are serving as the yagna
kartas (principal sponsors and
performers of the ritual).
Speaking at a meeting held
after the ceremony, Geeta
Murthy said that, according to
the organisers, the yagna was
being performed for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
has been bringing happiness
to the people of the coun-
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Maha Yagna for National Security
n of Dharma Concludes on Third Day

try through various welfare
schemes. She described Prime
Minister Modi as a leader who
protected people during a
pandemic like COVID-19 and
appealed to the public to con-
tinue extending their support
to him.

The Purna Ahuti ceremony
concluded under the guid-
ance of Brahma Sri Raghava
Sharma and Karanam Naresh

Shri Narendra Modi

For information and to book accommodation scan,
or visit rashtriyaektadiwas.com

Sharma. Religious discourse
speakers Dr. Anantha Laksh-
mi, Devika Rani, Rangi Sa-
tyanarayana Sastry, Yamuna
Pathak, the Darshanam broth-
ers, Vani and Sri Krithi, along
with a large number of devo-
tees and members of the pub-
lic, participated in the event.

The Maha Yagna was suc-
cessfully completed at VNR
Gardens in Mallapur.

Temporary government teachers should be made permanent: R. Krishnaiah

HYDERABAD

Rajya Sabha member and BC Welfare
Association President R. Krishnaiah
has demanded that 8,000 temporary
teachers working in BC, SC and ST Gu-
rukul schools be made permanent im-

mediately. Speaking at the State Tem-
porary Employees Association meet-
ing held at BC Bhavan on Sunday, R.
Krishnaiah reminded that there were
Supreme Court and High Court judg-
ments to regularize these employees,
who have been working for 10 to 20

Gutha Sukhender Reddy slams
DK Aruna’s remarks on Dind1 project

HYDERABAD

Legislative Council Chair-
man Gutha Sukhender Reddy
on Sunday criticised BJP MP
DK Aruna’s remarks on the
Dindi Lift Irrigation Project,
stating that calling for its
cancellation was unwarrant-
ed.

Speaking to the media at
his camp office in Nalgon-
da, Gutha Sukhender Reddy
advised Aruna, a senior BJP
leader, to focus on securing
the development of irrigation
projects rather than fuelling
differences among regions.

He urged her to press the
Centre for national project
status for the Palamuru-Ran-
gareddy  Lift Irrigation
Scheme, which would help
mobilise the required funds

and expedite pending works.

Gutha Sukhender Reddy
said the Dindi project was not
merely an irrigation scheme
but a vital initiative aimed at
improving the lives of peo-
ple in the Devarakonda and
Munugode regions, who had
suffered from fluoride con-
tamination for decades. The
project was conceived to pro-
vide safe drinking water to
fluoride-affected areas, taking
into account the recommen-
dations of the World Health
Organisation (WHO), he said.

Opposing the division of
water resources along region-
al lines, Gutha Sukhender
Reddy said the argument that
water originating in a district
should be used exclusively
within its boundaries was
not justified. If other States

adopted the same approach,
Telangana would not receive
even a drop of water from
Karnataka, he remarked.

The Council Chairman
pointed out that 30 TMC of
water was being supplied
to Hyderabad through the
Alimineti Madhava Reddy
Project (AMRP), stressing
the need to prioritise the
State’s overall interests over
regional differences in water
utilisation.

Gutha Sukhender Reddy
welcomed Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy’s decision
to allocate 0.5 TMC of water
to the Dindi Lift Irrigation
Project, saying it marked a
step towards fulfilling the
long-standing aspirations of
people in the erstwhile Nal-
gonda district.

years. He said that In many states,
especially in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, West Bengal, Punjab and other
states, lakhs of temporary employees
had been made permanent and added
that In the past, contract daily wage
employees were made permanent in

HYDERABAD

thapur, on Sunday morning.

am, seriously injured.

treatment.

using two fire engines.

Explosion at
scrap shop,
owner critical

According to reports, around
70 per cent of his body had suf-
fered burn injuries, and his condi-
tion was stated to be critical. Fire
personnel rushed to the spot and
brought the blaze under control

the state too . “But there are still thou-
sands of outsourcing, part-time, guest
teachers and guest lecturers. Injustice
is done to them and labor is exploited,”
he rued . He asked Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy to take the initiative and
take a policy decision in the issue .

A man sustained critical burn
injuries in an explosion at a scrap
shop in Church Colony, Raman-

The explosion occurred while
metal was being cut at the shop lo-
cated on the ground floor of a G+2
building. The blast triggered a fire,
leaving the shop owner, Parashur-

Parashuram, who suffered se-
vere burns, came out of the shop
and was rushed by locals in an
ambulance to Gandhi Hospital for

IMD forecasts intense rain in
Telangana from October 27

Indian culture is getting
popular abroad : Medak

HYDERABAD

After a prolonged dry spell, Telanga-
na is likely to receive heavy rainfall,
thunderstorms and gusty winds
from Tuesday, October 27, with ex-
tremely heavy rain forecast in isolat-
ed areas on Wednesday, October 28.

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD), Hyderabad, has
warned of extremely heavy rainfall
in parts of Telangana on October 28,
under the influence of a developing
weather system over the Bay of Ben-
gal.

According to the IMD’s forecast
issued on Sunday, rainfall activity is
expected to intensify over the State
from Tuesday. Heavy rain is likely
at isolated places on October 27,
followed by extremely heavy rain-
fall on October 28. Heavy rain and
thunderstorms are also likely on
October 29.

The IMD hasissued ared alert for
Mulugu, Bhadradri Kothagudem
and Khammam districts, where
heavy to very heavy rainfall, with
isolated extremely heavy down-
pours, is likely on October 28.

Thunderstorms accompanied by
lightning and gusty winds are also
forecast in parts of Telangana as

the weather system approaches the
Andhra Pradesh coast.

An orange alert has been is-
sued for several districts, including
Jayashankar Bhupalpally, Waran-
gal, Hanumakonda, Mahabubabad
and Suryapet, where heavy to very
heavy rainfall is likely at isolated
places. Other districts may also re-
ceive heavy rain.

The IMD has forecast heavy rain-
fall at isolated places on October 29,
with thunderstorms and lightning
likely in parts of the State.

Residents, particularly those in
eastern Telangana districts, should
monitor official weather bulletins
as the system develops and rainfall
warnings may be updated.

MP Raghunandan Rao

HYDERABAD

Medak MP Raghunandan
Rao has claimed that the
popularity of Indian culture
and traditions was increas-
ing abroad. He said that there
were articles in the news-
papers that the number of
Ayyappa devotees was grad-
ually increasing in America
as well. A grand Alai Balai
program was organized in
Siddipet on Saturday.

These celebrations were
held under the auspices of
senior BJP leader Dudi Sri-
kanth Reddy at Konda Mal-
laiah Garden. MP Raghu-
nandan Rao participated
and spoke as the chief guest
at these celebrations.

Speaking on the occasion,
he said that India was the
abode of great culture and
traditions and added that
he was happy that every-
one, regardless of parties,
castes and religions, had
come together at the event
. He said that it was com-

mendable that Alai Balai
was organized not only in
Hyderabad but also in tier-2
cities. He said that the spir-
it of Alai Balay was that all
people should come togeth-
er regardless of the politics.
He said that Bathukamma
celebrations were also be-
ing held in Islamic countries
like the Gulf countries.

The MP also said that even
though the countries have
changed, the admiration for
the Indian culture and tra-
ditions had not diminished.
He said that it was a matter
of pride for them that Indian
culture was spreading all over
the world.

He hoped that more pro-
grams should be held to in-
crease the intimacy between
people by leaving aside the
caste and religious differ-
ences. MP Raghunandan
Rao stated that it was the
responsibility of everyone to
pass on the Indian culture
and traditions to future gen-
erations.

Hon’ble Prime Minister

GITAM Alumna Creates History with

31 Guinness World Records

Hyderabad: GITAM Deemed to be University 4
alumna Shivali Srivastava (2016—2020 batch) has | Lm0 = —
achieved a remarkable milestone by securing 31 -
Guinness World Records, becoming the individu-
al with the highest number of such titles in India.
Her latest record is for the largest display of 3,000
handmade paper dolls, achieved alongside her
parents, Kavita and Anil Srivastava. Recognised
for their excellence in origami and paper art, the
family has handcrafted lakhs of paper creations.
GITAM congratulated Shivali and her family on

their achievement.

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS

{ Open E-Tender

No. COS/CRJ/PUB/e-Tender/19/0162,
Date: 22/10/2026. The following
E-Tenders can be accessed under the link
www.ireps.gov.in. Offers for such
e-Tender can be submitted only
electronically by accessing the link
www.ireps.gov.in — login — E-Tender
Stores/Supply. Vendors may also contact
the following officials to obtain
clarification regarding particular tender
or IREPS related information if any, Dy.
CMM/M-I/CLW/Chittaranjan,
9163340707 or AMM/M, 9163340706.
Office Address: Office of The PCMM/
CLW(/Chittaranjan. Sl. No.; Tender No.;
Brief Description of Item; Quantity;
Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees);
Tender Closing Date & Time (IST) are
as follows: [01]; 74263785, Set of Mn
Pins and Bushes for Brake Gear
Arrangement and details for WAG-9HC
Loco. Details of drawing as per Category
No. V/9/0025 specn: IRS-R 65/78
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after the
date of delivery]; 50.00 Set; ¥ 111000.00;
13/11/2026 at 11:00 AM. [02]; 74263784
Brake Gear Arrangement and Details
without Mn Pins and bushes and without
Air Brake Cylinder for WAG-9HC
locomotive. as per Drg.No. 1209-01.116-
059 Alt-5, Category No. V/9/0028.
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after the
date of delivery]; 50.00 Set; ¥ 225800.00;
17/11/2026 at 11:00 AM.

PR6/526 PCMM/CLW/Chittaranjan
Visit us on: www.facebook.com/clwrailways

STRONG EPOXY FOR
ANY SEASON * ANY REASON

@ TOLL-FREE NUMBER: 040 45474612

NTEGRAL COACH FACTORY - CHENNAI - 600 03

ICF HOSPITAL, CHENNAI - 600 038
NOTIFICATION NO. MD / ICF / HVS / 2026
Last date of receipt of Application: 17.11.2026

ENGAGEMENT OF HONORARY VISITING SPECIALISTS

Applications are invited FOR HONORARY VISITING SPECIALIST
(Opthalmologist), from the Doctors fulfilling following qualifications and experience.
The duly filled-in application with required documents should reach this office on
or before 17.11.2026.

ELIGIBILITY / QUALIFICATIONS:
Specialist: Post-Graduate degree from a recognized University. Minimum 3 years
experience in the professional work related to concerned Specialty after obtaining
P.G.degree.
Where Suitable candidates with PG degree are not available PG Diploma holders with 5
years experience in the professional work related to concerned specialty after obtaining
P.G. Diploma may be awarded.
Age:During first time engagement, the preferred age is between 30 years to 64 years.
Upper age limit of continued engagement is 65 years.

REMUNERATION
Hours of Duty Specialist
2hours aday for 6 days aweek 367,000/
2hours aday for 4 days aweek 341,000/
2hours aday for 2 days a week 320,000/~
4 hours aday for 6 days a week 31,00,000/~
4 hours aday for 4 days aweek 361,000/~
4 hours aday for2 days aweek 330,000/~

Note: 1. The candidate may select any one of the above Hours of
Duty of their Choice.
2. There will be deduction in remuneration for any absence beyond 12
days per annum as per extant Rly Board order.
Other terms and conditions related with this engagement may kindly
be seenin ICF website http:/iwww.icf.indianrailways.gov.in
Principal Chief Medical Officer

NAGARJUNA

ENQUIRE NOW
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Bandru Foundation
holds Alay Balai
celebrations

HYDERABAD: The Alai Balai
celebrations were organized i
by Bandru Foundation in
Aleru assembly constituency
under the auspices of the
former Chairperson of the
state Women's Cooperative
Development Organization
Bandru Shobha Rani. This
ceremony, which stands :
as a symbol of Telangana :
culture and spirituality, was
attended by many public
representatives, political and
social figures. Former Union
Minister and former Haryana
Governor Bandaru Dattatreya,
Bhuvanagiri MP Chamala H
Kiran Kumar Reddy and
former Minister Motkupalli
Narasimhulu attended the
event and addressed the
gathering as the chief guests.
The guests praised the
organization of the Alai Balai :
program to promote unity and
brotherhood in Telangana.
MP Chamala Kiran Kumar
Reddy said the Alai Balai
program has a special place
in the culture and traditions
of Telangana and added that
it was a great tradition that H
unites everyone, leaving aside :
caste, religious and political
differences. He said that It
was very commendable that
Bandru Shobha Rani, under
the auspices of the Bandru
Foundation, was organizing H
the program to promote
brotherhood and brotherhood
in the society. Government
Whip and MLC Addanki
Dayakar, Arunodaya Cultural
Association President
Vimalakka, Former MLA :
Gongidi Sunitha Mahender :
Reddy, RTT Commissioner
Boreddy Ayodhya Reddy. :

TELANGANA

‘lote Bachao - Desh Bachao’ Campaign
Must Be Made a Grand Success

m AICC Observer Rambh-
upal Reddy Calls Upon
Congress Cadres to Par-
ticipate in Large Numbers

m Comprehensive Prohe
Must Be Conducted into
Allegations Against the
Electoral System: AICC
Member Ramreddy Sar-
votham Reddy

SURYAPET

All Congress party leaders and work-
ers should participate in large num-
bers and make the ‘Vote Bachao —
Desh Bachao’ campaign, scheduled
to be held at Ramlila Maidan in New
Delhi on November 1, a grand suc-
cess, said AICC observer Rambhupal
Reddy and AICC member Ramreddy
Sarvotham Reddy, Congress candi-
date for the Khammam-Warangal—
Nalgonda Graduates’ MLC constitu-
ency.

They were speaking at a press con-
ference held on Sunday at the District
Congress Committee (DCC) office in
Suryapet, along with DCC president
Gudipati Narsayya. They shared their
views on the value of votes, the protec-
tion of democracy and the prevailing
political situation in the country.

The leaders stated that the ‘Vote
Bachao — Desh Bachao’ campaign
was being organised across the coun-
try with the objective of safeguarding
democracy and the Constitution. They
called upon Congress leaders to coor-
dinate their efforts and mobilise party
leaders and workers in large numbers
for the massive public meeting to be
held at Ramlila Maidan in New Delhi
on November 1, in collaboration with
the INDIA bloc parties.

Referring to the allegations being
raised against the electoral system,
the leaders said there was a need to
address and dispel the doubts prevail-

“We Don’'t Want the

District Agriculture Officer!”

m Women AEOs Break Down

in Tears in Mancherial
m Employees Appeal to

moned the employees who had filed
complaints and recorded their state-
ments. The employees reportedly de-

ing among the public. Drawing a com-
parison between the present situation
and the Simon Commission of nearly
a century ago, they expressed concern
over the allegations surrounding the
electoral process.

They demanded a comprehensive
and impartial investigation into the
allegations against the electoral sys-
tem. They also called for the resigna-
tion of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar and urged the Su-

HYDERABAD

preme Court to take up the matter for
investigation. The leaders emphasised
that the vote is one of the most valu-
able rights in a democracy. They said
the concerned institutions have a re-
sponsibility to take transparent mea-
sures to ensure that people retain con-
fidence in the electoral process. They
urged the authorities to bring the facts
concerning the doubts raised about
the electoral system before the public.

They asserted that the Congress

\
party would continue its struggle to
protect democracy under the slogan
‘Vote Bachao — Desh Bachao’. They
further stated that safeguarding the
right to vote is the responsibility of ev-
ery Indian citizen.

Those who attended the meet-
ing included Vaddera Corporation
Chairperson Gunja Renuka; senior
state Congress leader Pothu Bhaskar;
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare
Commission member Cheviti Venk-
anna Yadav; Municipal Chairperson
Morishetti Niveditha Lakshadi; Town
Congress president Velugu Venkanna;
Municipal Floor Leader Kummari-
guntla Venugopal; Mandal Congress
presidents Kothi Gopal Reddy, Dhar-
avath Veeranna Naik and Musku Ra-
machandra Reddy; District Congress
Working President Abdul Rahim;
District Mahila Congress president
Tirumalagada Anuradha; INTUC
District President Balakrishna; NSUI
District President Praveen; Congress
councillors, sarpanches, party leaders
and workers, among others. Tighten
the report for newspaper styleClarify
the opening attribution

Over 1,100 Women Participate in the 6th Edition
of Starlight Strides — Wo

Inquiry Officer Over DAO's
Alleged Conduct

MANCHERIAL

The Agriculture Department in Man-
cherial district is facing controversy
following complaints by several em-
ployees over the alleged conduct of the
District Agriculture Officer (DAO). The
government has reportedly ordered an
inquiry into the complaints, with pro-
ceedings held at the Mancherial Collec-
torate on Saturday.

Employees Voice Grievances
Before Inquiry Officer

Several employees had reportedly
lodged complaints against the DAO
with higher authorities, including the
Chief Minister’s Office (CMO) and the
Commissioner’s Office. Following these
complaints, an inquiry officer was ap-
pointed to examine the allegations.
On Saturday, Kishan, a DRDA official
appointed to conduct the inquiry, sum-

tailed the difficulties they faced at work
and the issues they encountered while
discharging their duties.

Women AEOs Break
Down During Inquiry

Several women Agricultural Exten-
sion Officers (AEOs) reportedly became
emotional while describing the mental
stress and workplace difficulties they
said they had experienced. According
to reports, some broke down in tears
while presenting their grievances be-
fore the inquiry officer.
Government Report Awaited

The inquiry officer is expected to
prepare a comprehensive report based
on the employees’ statements and the
complaints received and submit it to
the government. The findings of the
inquiry are awaited. The matter has
sparked considerable discussion with-
in the Mancherial District Agriculture
Department, with employees hoping
that the inquiry will be conducted fairly
and their grievances addressed.

The Hyderabad Runners Society
organised the 6th Edition of Star-
light Strides — Women’s Night Run
2026 at Gachibowli on Saturday
night, bringing together over 1,100
women runners for an evening
dedicated to fitness, safety and em-
powerment.

Arun Kumar, President of the
Hyderabad Runners Society, said,
“It is inspiring to see so many
women come together for a night
run dedicated exclusively to them.
Starlight Strides is a celebration of
womanhood and a tribute to the
significant role women play in the
socio-economic progress of soci-
ety. Through this initiative, we aim
to encourage women to prioritise
their physical and mental well-be-
ing, build confidence and become
stronger.”

Adding colour and tradition to
the event, several women partici-
pated in sarees, drawing enthusi-
astic cheers from fellow runners

“_ Starlight Strides

AWOMEN'S NIGH”
et

and spectators. The event featured
three categories — 10K Timed Run,
5K Timed Run and 5K Fun Run
— welcoming women across age
groups and fitness levels. Under
the Society’s Gift a Run initiative,
complimentary registrations were
extended to women from NGOs,
including SABA, to promote inclu-
sive participation.

Another key highlight was the
graduation run of the Women’s
Couch25K, a six-week structured
training programme by the Hyder-

abad Runners Society. More than
180 women completed their 5K
graduation run under the guidance
of 17 women mentors, who were
felicitated for their contribution to
the initiative.

The evening also featured the
much-anticipated “Run in Saree,
Win Big” contest, presented by
Mandir. Participants who em-
braced traditional attire competed
for gift vouchers worth a total of
%2.5 lakh, adding a festive touch to
the celebrations.
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Must Unite to Resolve Their
Grievances : Bura Saidaiah Goud

i FORCE WELFAKE A
YADADRI BHUVANAG
O S
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BHUVANAGIRI

Telangana Former Paramili-
tary Welfare Association State
President Bura Saidaiah Goud
called upon former paramili-
tary personnel and their fam-
ilies to unite and fight for the
resolution of their long-pend-
ing grievances.

Speaking at the general body
meeting of the Yadadri Bhuva-
nagiri District Ex-Paramilitary
Association, held in Bhuvan-
agiri town on Sunday, he dis-
cussed the various issues faced
by former personnel of the
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) and their family mem-
bers across the district. He also
guided district-level leaders on
ways to extend necessary assis-
tance and support to the affect-
ed families.

Bura Saidaiah Goud urged
the association leaders to pur-
sue the welfare benefits and
facilities due to former per-
sonnel and their families from

the Central and State Govern-
ments.

He stressed the need for a
united and determined strug-
gle to ensure that eligible fam-
ilies receive the benefits and
support to which they are enti-
tled. He further called upon all
association members and lead-
ers to work together in the fu-
ture to address the issues faced
by ex-paramilitary personnel
and safeguard their welfare
and rights.

The meeting was attended
by Association State General
Secretary Macherla Devender,
Official Spokesperson M. N.
Reddy, Vikarabad District
President K. Lingamaiah, and
Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District
Association leaders Moham-
med Ali, K. Sudhakar, M.
Ashok, and others.

Bura Saidaiah Goud con-
gratulated the Yadadri Bhu-
vanagiri District Association
leaders for successfully orga-
nizing the meeting.

TGSRTC launches new Rs.000 bus
pass for Passengers in Hyderabad

HYDERABAD

For the convenience of com-
muters, tourists and those
coming to the city for business
and other work in Greater Hy-
derabad area, Telangana State
Road Transport Corporation
(TGSRTC) has launched a
new scheme. It has launched a
'Weekly Bus Pass' priced at Rs.
600 with the aim of reducing
the financial burden on pas-
sengers and providing easier
travel. This pass is valid for
seven consecutive days from
the date of purchase. With this
new weekly pass, the passen-
gers can travel unlimitedly on
all types of city buses including
AC buses within the Greater
Hyderabad area. However, the
corporation has clarified that
this pass is not applicable only

to the 'Pushpak Airport Liner'
services.

In addition to the current-
ly available Daily Pass and
Monthly Pass facilities, the
corporation has taken this new
decision to provide another af-
fordable and convenient travel
option to the passengers. With
this weekly pass, the passen-
gers do not need to buy sepa-
rate tickets for each journey
they make within a seven-day
period. Once they buy a pass,
they can travel freely and
quickly on any city bus (except
Pushpak bus) in the city for
seven days.

These weekly passes are
available at all the city bus pass
counters in the city. Those,
who need them can purchase
them at their nearest bus pass
counters.

Khairatabad MLA Danam accuses

Vishwakarmas Must Emerge as a Political Force

BRS of politicising Fl Nino crisis

HYDERABAD

Khairatabad MLA Danam Na-
gender launched a scathing attack
on the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) on Sunday, accusing the
main opposition party of politi-
cising environmental crises like El
Nifio for political mileage.

Speaking to the media here, Na-
gender said that while the world
was grappling with the impact of
El Nifio, BRS leaders had visited
the Medigadda barrage on what
he termed a “joy trip”. He alleged
that the BRS was indulging in pol-
itics even over a crisis with serious
implications. Danam Nagender
defended the Congress party’s

Qu:‘

track record in addressing Hy-
derabad’s chronic drinking water
needs, stating that previous Con-
gress administrations successfully
brought 10 TMC of water to the
city via the Godavari River and the
Yellampally project.

In contrast, Danam Nagender
targeted the previous BRS gov-
ernment over the failure of the
%1 lakh-crore Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Scheme (KLIS), alleg-
ing that the collapsed project had
failed to supply even a single TMC
of water from Medigadda to meet
the capital's drinking require-
ments.

Looking ahead, Danam Na-
gender reassured the people that

]

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy
is executing a structured road-
map to secure the state capital’s
long-term water supply, with plans
underway to import an additional
five TMC of drinking water by Jan-
uary 2027.

Shifting to national politics, the
Khairatabad MLA accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
retaining power by illegally delet-
ing voters' names in Bihar, West
Bengal, and Uttar Pradesh.

He urged the people and party
supporters nationwide to join the
upcoming "Chalo Delhi" mega-rally
called by Rahul Gandhi at Ramlila
Maidan on November 1 to protest
electoral malpractices.

L]

m BRS Legislative Coun-
cil Opposition Leader
Sirikonda Madhusud-
hanachari

HYDERABAD

Former Speaker of the Telangana
Legislative Assembly and BRS Leg-
islative Council Opposition Leader
Sirikonda Madhusudhanachari has
said that if Vishwakarmas unite and
emerge as a strong political force, all
political parties will be compelled to
take notice of them.

He stated that no community
could progress without political rec-
ognition. Society, he said, consists
of communities that hold political
power and those that do not. Despite
their significant population, Vishwa-
karmas have not received their due
share in political power.

Madhusudhanachari made
these remarks while addressing a
round-table meeting at the Vishwa-
karma Political Summit organised
by the Vishwakarma Community
Joint Action Committee (JAC) at the
Hyderabad Press Club on Sunday.
He expressed confidence that Vish-
wakarmas were no less politically
aware than any other community.

He expressed the hope that at
least 10 Vishwakarma representa-
tives would be elected to legislative
bodies by the next elections. Point-
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ing out that the Vishwabrahmin
community has a population of ap-
proximately 15 lakh, he called on its
members to fight for their rights and
rightful share in political power.

He urged Vishwakarmas to con-
test elections at every level, from
ward member to Member of the Leg-
islative Assembly (MLA).

The meeting was attended by JAC
convener Devarakonda Kalidas,
co-convener Adluri Ravindrachari,
senior BJP leader Talloju Achari,
Congress leader Tangellapalli Ra-
vikumar, Bhuvanagiri Municipal

N

Chairperson Vani, BC JAC leader
Kundaram Ganesh Chari, communi-
ty elder Lal Kota Venkata Chari, and
JAC leaders Bairoju Shekhar Chari
and Rajamouli Chari, among others.

Several speakers at the meet-
ing called on Vishwabrahmins to
demonstrate their leadership abili-
ties and secure appropriate positions
in all political parties. They urged
community members to prepare to
contest elections to legislative bodies
and emphasised the need to encour-
age Vishwakarma youth and women
on a large scale.
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The participants noted that the
previous government had nominat-
ed two Vishwakarma representa-
tives to the Legislative Council and
demanded that the Congress gov-
ernment also give the community
due representation.

Claiming that their communi-
ty ranks among the top four or five
Backward Classes (BC) commu-
nities in terms of population, they
appealed to all political parties to
provide Vishwakarmas with appro-
priate political representation and

opportunities.
L] |



MONDAY | OCTOBER | 26 | 2026 |
HYDERABAD HEADLINES
RANGAREDDY(HYDERABAD)

NEXT DOOR

05

PCI India Highlights Public Procurement Opportunities

for SHG Women at National SA

VIJAYAWADA, ANDHRA
PRADESH:

CI India, in partnership

with the Ministry of Ru-
ral Development (MoRD),
Government of India, is pro-
moting public procurement
opportunities for Self-Help
Group (SHG) women through
a National Resource Cell. At a
special session held during the
National SARAS Mela—2026
in Vijayawada, representatives
highlighted successful models
and emerging opportunities
for SHG-led enterprises to ac-
cess government markets by
leveraging the Government
of India’s public procurement
policy.

Mr. Vishal Sinha, Team
Lead, National Resource Cell,
and Ms. Jaya presented exam-
ples of SHG enterprises suc-
cessfully delivering products
and services to government
institutions. These included
Didi Ki Rasoi, SHG-managed
canteens and laundry servic-
es in government hospitals,

school uniform stitching by
SHG women in West Bengal,
waste management services,
and water services at Kochi
Metro. Mr. Rajiv Singhal, Na-
tional Mission Manager, Na-
tional Mission Management
Unit (NMMU), MoRD, em-
phasised that public procure-
ment can significantly expand
market access and strengthen
livelihood opportunities for
rural women. By enabling
government departments to
procure products and services
from SHG enterprises, while
ensuring quality standards,
public procurement can help
women-led businesses grow
sustainably.

Uttar Pradesh’s Take
Home Ration Initiative: A
Successful Model

Sharing Uttar Pradesh’s
experience, Mr. Adeel Abbas,
Associate Director — Women
Economic Empowerment, PCI
India, highlighted the Take
Home Ration (THR) initia-
tive, jointly implemented by
the Uttar Pradesh State Ru-

& k-',_ i
ral Livelihood Mission (UPS-
RLM) and the Department of
Child Development. Through
this initiative, SHG women
have established 204 THR
manufacturing units, provid-
ing regular employment to
approximately 4,000 women.
According to the informa-
tion shared during the ses-
sion, these enterprises have
produced 43.2 lakh metric
tonnes of THR and generat-
ed revenue exceeding 31,830
crore through supplies to the
Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) programme.
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The initiative has enabled
participating women to be-
come Lakhpati Didis, con-
tributing to the vision of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister of
India for women’s econom-
ic empowerment. Mr. Abbas
explained that several key
measures contributed to the
initiative’s success. These in-
cluded a long-term seven-year
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU), advance payments
equivalent to two months’ re-
quirements to SHGs, and set-
tlement of the advance in ten
instalments. These arrange-

In Gujarat
village, one
farmer’s avocado
crop draws
fellow cultivators

BHAVNAGAR, OCT 25

farmer in  Gujarat's
havnagar  district is
turning to avocado cultiva-
tion to increase his income,
with 15 of the trees he planted
beginning to bear fruit and
each yielding around 60 kg,
highlighting the potential of
alternative crops alongside
traditional farming. Danub-
hai Solanki, a farmer from
Kodhiya village in Talaja talu-
ka, began planting avocados
three to four years ago, initial-
ly starting with 50 plants. He
has since adopted scientific
farming practices and regular
irrigation to grow the fruit,
which has a market in India
as well as overseas. "Three to
four years ago, we planted av-
ocado trees. Initially, we start-
ed with 50 plants. This year,
15 plants have started bearing
fruit, with each plant yielding
around 60 kg," Solanki said.
He added that avocados came
in two or three varieties that
could be grown in Gujarat, but
not all varieties found buyers
easily. "There are other varie-
ties that do not sell well in the
market. Some avocado fruits
are difficult to sell," he said,
pointing to marketing chal-
lenges alongside the opportu-
nities offered by the crop.

ments helped ensure regular
payments through the ICDS
system. SHG members also
received comprehensive train-
ing in THR production, quali-
ty control, and timely delivery
to Anganwadi Centres (AWCs).
Fisheries as an Alterna-
tive Livelihood through
Interdepartmental Con-
vergence
Mr. Abbas also highlight-
ed the collaboration between
UPSRLM and the Department
of Fisheries to promote tank-
based fisheries as an alterna-
tive livelihood opportunity
for SHG women. Under this
model, women make an in-
itial investment of 60,000
and receive a 330,000 sub-
sidy through the Pradhan
Mantri Matsya Sampada Yo-
jana (PMMSY). The initiative
has created livelihood oppor-
tunities for more than 1,000
SHG households. The model
demonstrates how coordi-
nation between government
departments can facilitate
access to resources, create ad-

RAS Mela—2026

ditional income opportunities
for rural women, reduce pov-
erty, and promote the produc-
tive utilisation of government
schemes.

Public Procurement: A
Catalyst for Women’s Eco-
nomic Empowerment

The session underscored
the potential of public pro-
curement as a powerful in-
strument for rural economic
transformation. By identify-
ing procurement opportuni-
ties, facilitating market link-
ages, providing appropriate
preference and support to
SHG enterprises, and en-
suring quality standards,
state governments can help
women-led businesses ac-
cess stable markets and ex-
pan d their operations. The
approach is aligned with the
Government of India’s Viksit
Bharat @2047 vision and can
contribute to inclusive eco-
nomic development, sustaina-
ble livelihoods, and the long-
term economic empowerment
of rural women.

21 disaster response force teams deployed
as Andhra Pradesh braces for cyclone

AMARAVATI, OCT 15

total of 21 teams of the

NDRF and the SDRF
have been deployed in
Andhra Pradesh as the state
braces for severe cyclonic
storm ‘Arnab’.

Ten teams of the Nation-
al Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and 11 teams of the
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) have been de-
ployed for relief operations.

Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu on Sunday reviewed
preparedness regarding the
evacuation of people from
vulnerable areas, establish-
ment of relief centres, and
the provision of food, drink-
ing water, medical care, and
power restoration.

He asked all the govern-
ment departments to work
in coordination to tackle the
threat posed by the cyclone.

He reviewed the situation
at a meeting with top offi-
cials amid the forecast by
the Met Department that a
severe cyclonic storm is like-
ly to cross Andhra Pradesh
coast on October 28.

The review meeting was
attended by Chief Secretary
Sai Prasad, DGP Harish Gup-
ta, District Collectors, RTG
(Real-Time Governance)

and

officials,
tives from the Agriculture,

representa-

Power, Irrigation, Home,
Health, Civil Supplies, Mu-
nicipal Administration, and
Panchayat Raj departments.

As a deep depression cur-
rently over the Bay of Bengal
is likely to intensify into a cy-
clone, the Chief Minister re-
viewed the potential impact
on the state and proactive
preparedness measures.

Naidu directed officials to
remain constantly vigilant,
maintain the highest level
of preparedness, and im-
plement advance planning
to ensure people do not face
any hardships.

Officials were directed to

ensure that all fishing boats
currently at sea return to the
shore.

The Chief Minister di-
rected that all necessary
measures be taken to uti-
lise floodwaters from heavy
rains to fill reservoirs.

The cyclone is expected
to make landfall between
Bapatla and Visakhapat-
nam sometime between the
morning and afternoon of
October 28. Current pro-
jections indicate a potential
landfall in the coastal region
spanning Konaseema, Yan-
am, and Kakinada.

The deep depression is
currently located approxi-
mately 850 km east-south-

IMD Warns of Severe Cyclonic Storm
Crossing Andhra Coast on October 28

VISAKHAPATNAM,
0CT 25

The depression  over
East-central and adjoin-
ing Southeast Bay of Bengal is
likely to intensify into a very
severe cyclonic storm on Oc-
tober 28 and cross the Andhra
Pradesh coast between Bap-
atla and Visakhapatnam.
According to India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD)
bulletin on Sunday morning,
the depression moved south-
eastwards with speed of 5
kmph during past six hours,
and lay centered at 0530
hours over the same region,
about 440 km north-north-
west of Sri Vijaya Puram
(Andaman Islands), 880 km
east-southeast of Vishakhapa-
tnam, 980 km east-southeast
of Kakinada, 1080 km east
of Machilipatnam and 1150
km east of Bapatla. It is very
likely to move nearly south-
wards, intensify into a deep
depression and then gradually
recurve west-northwestwards
over the East-central and ad-
joining Southeast Bay of Ben-
gal on Sunday. Continuing to
move west-northwestwards,
it is very likely to intensify
further into a cyclonic storm
over the Eastcentral and ad-
joining Westcentral Bay of
Bengal by October 26 morn-
ing, and into a severe cyclonic

storm over Westcentral Bay of
Bengal around the morning
of October 27, the IMD said.
Thereafter, it is very likely to
move northwestwards, inten-
sify further into a very severe
cyclonic storm, and reach
the Westcentral Bay of Ben-
gal near the Andhra Pradesh
coast around the morning of
October 28. It is very likely
to cross Andhra Pradesh and
Yanam coasts between Bap-
atla and Visakhapatnam as
a very severe cyclonic storm,
with a maximum sustained
wind speed of 115-125 kmph,
gusting to 140 kmph by the
forenoon of October 28.
Andhra Pradesh State Dis-
aster Management Authority
has advised people to remain
extremely vigilant. Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu
held a review meeting with
officials, including Chief Sec-
retary Sai Prasad and repre-
sentatives from the Real-Time

Governance Society (RTGS).
The Chief Minister directed
the administrative machinery
to remain on high alert and
issue advance advisories for
the public. Officials informed
the CM that a low-pressure
area, currently centered in
the east-central Bay of Ben-
gal, is likely to intensify into
a cyclone, potentially bringing
heavy to very heavy rainfall
to the coastal Andhra region
on Tuesday and Wednesday.
Given the possibility of strong
gale-force winds along the
coast, the CM instructed that
measures be taken to prevent
fishermen from venturing into
the sea. He further directed
that residents in low-lying
areas within the potential
impact zone be alerted. Ad-
ditionally, the Chief Minister
ordered that toll-free num-
bers be made available for the
public seeking emergency as-
sistance or information.

east of Visakhapatnam and
about 930 km from Kakina-
da. The system is expected
to intensify into a cyclonic
storm by the morning of Oc-
tober 26, a severe cyclonic
storm by that night, and a
very severe cyclonic storm by
October 27.

At the time of landfall,
wind speeds are expected to
reach 115-125 kmph, with
gusts potentially reaching up
to 140 kmph.

Strong winds are likely to
begin affecting coastal are-
as as early as the morning of
October 27.

Heavy to very heavy rain-
fall is expected across North
Andhra and the central

coastal districts on October
27 and 28, with the possibil-
ity of extremely heavy rain-
fall in some locations.
Districts including Kak-
inada, Anakapalli, Visakhap-
atnam, Konaseema, and East
Godavari, along with oth-
er parts of North Andhra,
are likely to be impacted
by these strong winds and
heavy rains. The intensity
of rainfall is expected to be
particularly high on Octo-
ber 27 and 28, with forecasts
indicating heavy to very
heavy rain—and potentially
extremely heavy rain in iso-
lated areas—across North
Andhra and the central
coastal region. Anakapalli
district is expected to record
the highest average rainfall,
projected at 292.55 mm.
Rainfall estimates for oth-
er districts include 281.17
mm for Alluri Sitarama
Raju district, 253.87 mm for
Visakhapatnam, and 249.18
mm for Srikakulam. The av-
erage total rainfall across the
state over the five-day peri-
od is estimated at 95 mm. An
average rainfall of 22—29 cm
is expected in the affected
districts. As the sea will be
extremely rough, fishermen
have been advised not to
venture out for fishing.

Police, election officials colluded
with TDP, allege YSRCP leaders

TADEPALLI (ANDHRA
PRADESH), OCT 25

R Congress Party MP
Maddila ~ Gurumoorthy
and former minister Gudivada
Amarnath alleged on Sunday
that police and election offi-
cials in Andhra Pradesh have
colluded with TDP leaders to
favour the ruling party in the
local body elections. The MP
stated that an election mafia
and massive money scam is
unfolding in Andhra Pradesh.
“This nexus is collecting Rs
40 lakh to Rs 50 lakh from
each TDP candidate in return
for securing an uncontested
victory, turning the electoral
process into a money-making
operation under Chandrababu
Naidu's government,” Guru-
moorthy said in a post on X.
“The modus operandi is dis-
turbing. TDP leaders obstruct-
ed YSRCP candidates from
filing nominations, threat-
ened and physically attacked
them, and tore up nomination
papers even inside Return-
ing Officers' chambers. Police
stood as silent spectators,
while election officials reject-
ed opposition nominations on
minor technical grounds and
through manipulated scrutiny
procedures,” he said. The YS-
RCP leader claimed that the
objective was to eliminate elec-
toral competition and ensure

uncontested victories for TDP
candidates.

“The reported Rs 40 lakh to
Rs 50 lakh collected from each
candidate was then distrib-
uted among those facilitating
these outcomes, including po-
lice and election officials,” he
said. The Lok Sabha member
from Tirupati remarked that
this is not merely an election
controversy. It raises serious
concerns about an organised
corruption racket in which
electoral victories are alleged-
ly being sold for money, with
those entrusted to protect de-
mocracy becoming part of the
operation. The MP said Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu
must answer for the violence,
manipulation and corruption
surrounding these elections.
“The State Election Commis-
sion must order an independ-
ent investigation into the mon-
ey trail, disputed nominations
and the conduct of the officials

involved,” he added. Former
minister Gudivada Amarnath
alleged that the local body elec-
tions have turned into a mas-
sive election mafia and mon-
ey-making scandal in Andhra
Pradesh. He claimed that TDP
leaders, police personnel and
election officials are operating
an organised nexus to collect
Rs 40 lakh to Rs 50 lakh from
each candidate in exchange for
securing an uncontested victo-
ry. The financial dimension ex-
poses the scale of the suspect-
ed corruption. Rs 40 lakh to Rs
50 lakh is being collected from
each TDP candidate seeking
an uncontested victory, with
the money distributed among
police personnel, election of-
ficials and others facilitating
these outcomes. Instead of
facing the voters, TDP candi-
dates are securing uncontest-
ed victories through a process
surrounded by intimidation,
manipulation and serious fi-
nancial irregularities,” he said.
The YSRCP leader said Chan-
drababu Naidu must explain
why the police and election ma-
chinery under his government
have become the subject of
such grave accusations. “Is this
his model of democracy, where
opposition candidates are pre-
vented from contesting and
uncontested victories become a
source of income for a political
and official nexus?” he asked.

V-P Radhakrishnan’s
2-day visit to Andhra
begins tomorrow

NEW DELHI, OCT 25

ice President C. P.

Radhakrishnan will
visit Andhra Pradesh on Oc-
tober 26—27 to offer prayers
at Tirupati and take part
in an event organised by a
university, an official said
on Sunday. On October 26,
the Vice-President will be
the Chief Guest at the g4oth
(Ruby Jubilee) Anniversary
Celebrations of Dr NTR Uni-
versity of Health Sciences in
Vijayawada, the official said
in a statement. During the
visit, he will offer prayers
at Sri Venkateswara Swamy
Temple in Tirupati and Sri
Padmavathi Ammavari
Temple in Tiruchanur, the
statement said. Earlier,
Radhakrishnan inaugurat-
ed a conference on ‘Co-op-
erative Federalism and Law
Reforms: National and State
Perspectives’ in Delhi, high-
lighting the need to modern-
ise India’s legal framework
for Viksit Bharat @ 2047.
Emphasising the spirit of
‘Team India’, he called for
greater consultation, coor-
dination and shared respon-
sibility between the Centre
and States, noting that polit-
ical differences must never
come in the way of the larger
public interest. He highlight-
ed the importance of cooper-
ative and competitive feder-
alism and said that the vision
of ‘Team India’, under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, calls for
consultation, coordination
and shared responsibility
between the Centre and the
States. He noted that politi-
cal differences should never
come in the way of working
together for the larger pub-

lic interest.

Emphasising
the importance of legal re-
forms in achieving Viksit

Bharat @2047, Radhakr-
ishnan said that develop-
ment must be supported
by sound laws, transparent
institutions, efficient admin-
istration and justice for all.
The Vice-President high-
lighted the replacement of
three colonial-era criminal
laws and the repeal of over
1,700 obsolete laws in the
last 12 years as major steps
towards modernising India’s
legal framework. He urged
State Law Commissions to
identify and recommend the
amendment or repeal of out-
dated laws to promote ease
of living and efficient gov-
ernance. Stressing that co-
operative federalism in law
reforms does not imply uni-
formity in every matter, the
Vice-President said that the
Union and States must work
together where their con-
stitutional responsibilities
converge, while preserving
the States’ legitimate space
to address their specific
needs. He called for stronger
coordination among the Law
Commission of India, State
Law Commissions and State
Law Departments through
inter-State  consultations,
sharing of best practices and
systematic review of outdat-
ed laws.

Remain Alert in
View of Cyclone Warnings

Home Minister Anitha Issues
Key Directives to Officials

AMARAVATI, OCTOBER 25

he Andhra Pradesh
government has gone
on high alert as a depres-
sion over the Bay of Bengal
is likely to intensify into a
severe cyclonic storm. With
widespread rainfall expect-
ed from Monday and heavy
to extremely heavy rain fore-
cast in the coastal districts
on Tuesday and Wednesday,
Home Minister Vangalapu-
di Anitha has issued key
directives to the officials
concerned. She stressed the
need to take precautionary
measures in advance to pre-
vent loss of life and property.
The cyclone is likely to make
landfall between the Bapatla
and Visakhapatnam coasts
on Wednesday, with strong
winds reaching speeds of 115
to 125 kmph, the minister
said. She instructed district
collectors, superintendents
of police (SPs) and field-level
officials in the cyclone-af-
fected districts to remain on
high alert. She also directed
officials to immediately re-
move dangerous hoardings
and make advance arrange-
ments to shift people in
coastal areas to safer loca-
tions, if necessary.
Keep Rescue and Relief
Teams Ready
The Home Minister di-
rected officials to keep Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and State
Disaster Response Force

(SDRF) teams ready to en-
sure that relief and rescue
operations in cyclone-af-
fected areas are carried out
without any hindrance.

She instructed officials to
continuously monitor the
situation through district
control rooms and take im-
mediate action in accord-
ance with changing weather
conditions.

Fishermen Advised Not
to Venture into the Sea

In view of the cyclone
warnings, the Home Min-
ister advised fishermen not
to venture into the sea for
fishing. She also directed
officials to prohibit tourists
from entering beaches. She
appealed to the public not
to take selfies or engage in
other dangerous activities in
areas where high waves are
expected.

Do Not Believe Ru-
mours; Follow Official
Advisories

Home Minister Anitha
urged farmers and the pub-
lic to take precautionary
measures in their respective
activities in view of the an-
ticipated cyclone.

She advised people not to
believe rumours circulating
on social media or forward
such messages to others. She
appealed to the public to re-
main alert and regularly fol-
low official warnings issued
by the Disaster Management
Authority and the Real Time
Governance Society (RTGS).

Farmer who borrowed Rs 10,000
found hanging in Nanded finance
firm’s office; 3 detained

NANDED: (OCT 25)

farmer who had al-
legedly borrowed Rs
10,000 from a private fi-
nance company was found
hanging inside its office in
Maharashtra’s Nanded city,
following which police de-
tained three persons, offi-
cials said on Sunday.
A case of murder, kid-
napping and wrongful con-
finement was registered at

the Vazirabad police sta-
tion after the body of Chan-
drakant Shinde (40) was
recovered from the office of
KF Enterprises on Chikhal-
iwadi Road on Saturday
afternoon. The family of
Shinde, a resident of Malk-
outha village in Mudkhed
tehsil, has claimed that
the finance company alleg-
edly demanded Rs 70,000
from him against a loan of

Rs 10,000.
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Digital India Must Also
Protect Citizens from
Cyhercrime
O

ndia’s digital transformation has made financial transactions,

communication and public services faster and more acces-

sible. From mobile banking and digital payments to online

shopping, technology has become an integral part of everyday
life. However, the rapid expansion of digital services has also creat-
ed opportunities for cybercriminals, making online security a major
concern for citizens, financial institutions and the government. Cy-
bercrime is no longer limited to technology experts or large business-
es. Ordinary citizens, including students, senior citizens, small trad-
ers and rural communities, are increasingly exposed to online fraud.
Fraudulent calls, phishing links, fake investment schemes and imper-
sonation scams are among the methods used to deceive people and
steal their money or personal information. Even digitally experienced
individuals can become victims of sophisticated fraud.

One of the biggest challenges is the lack of awareness about safe dig-
ital practices. Many people unknowingly share confidential informa-
tion, click suspicious links or respond to messages demanding urgent
payments. Public awareness campaigns must therefore become a con-
tinuous effort rather than an occasional initiative. Schools, colleges,
banks and local institutions should educate people about protecting
passwords, verifying payment requests and recognising suspicious
online activity. Awareness programmes in regional languages can be
particularly effective in reaching first-time internet users. Banks and
digital payment platforms also have an important responsibility. They
must strengthen fraud detection systems, provide timely transaction
alerts and make complaint procedures simple and accessible. When
suspicious transactions occur, rapid coordination between banks and
law enforcement agencies can improve the chances of preventing fur-
ther losses. Citizens who encounter financial cyber fraud should im-
mediately contact their bank and report the incident through official
channels, including India’s national cybercrime helpline, 1930.

Law enforcement agencies need trained personnel, modern inves-
tigative tools and better coordination to investigate cybercrime ef-
fectively. Since online criminals frequently operate across state and
national borders, cooperation between different agencies is essential.
Investigations must be timely, while victims should receive clear in-
formation and appropriate support throughout the process. Emerg-
ing technologies present additional challenges. Artificial intelligence
can be misused to create convincing fake voices, videos and messages
that imitate relatives, officials or business representatives. Technol-
ogy companies must improve safeguards against such manipulation
and respond promptly to fraudulent accounts. At the same time, cy-
bersecurity measures must respect individual privacy and protect le-
gitimate users from unnecessary surveillance.

Ultimately, digital literacy must go beyond teaching people how to
use technology. Citizens must also understand its risks and know how
to respond when something goes wrong. Government agencies, finan-
cial institutions, technology companies and individuals must share
responsibility for building a safer digital environment. India’s digital
progress will be sustainable only when people can use online services
with confidence. Digital India must represent not merely faster pay-
ments and greater connectivity, but also stronger protection, institu-
tional accountability and accessible remedies for victims. Cybersecu-
rity is not an optional feature of digital development; it is essential
to preserving public trust and ensuring that technological progress
benefits everyone.

= THE RAIN THAT
m» NEVER SOAKED THE SOIL
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The sky signs its name in silver rain,
Yet the earth keeps its wounds unhealed.
Clouds empty their ancient grief,

But not a single scar of drought is erased.
Raindrops descend; the seedlings do not smile.
Reservoirs swell empty bowls remain empty.
The heavens surrender all their waters,

Yet hunger survives the generosity of clouds.

A farmer buries tomorrow’s sunrise in a seed
And waits for dawn beneath a mountain of debt.
The hand that wrote civilisation with a plough
Now trembles over a ledger of unpaid loans.

His sweat has baptised a thousand fields
His tears are the only harvest he can claim.

He who places bread upon the world’s table
Returns to a home where hunger waits for him.
Rain enters through a poor man’s broken roof,
Carrying his children’s dreams into the dark.

On the windows of mansions, droplets glitter like pearls
In the hut below, they become another night’s sorrow.
We have severed the green lungs of forests,
Then asked the heavens why they cannot breathe.
We have torn the living pages from the earth
And bound our ambitions in books of concrete.
We have chained the rivers in the name of progress,
Drained the secret springs beneath the soil,

And planted deserts in the womb of tomorrow,
While calling the slow extinction of green a triumph.
Oh Rain, what is the worth of falling
If the roots remain thirsty beneath your song?
What is the worth of a nation’s abundance
If the hands that feed it must beg for bread?

Let justice reach the farmer like a long-awaited monsoon
Let compassion seep where water cannot reach.
For the deepest drought is not beneath our feet
It is the silence of hearts that refuse to feel.

The cruelest rain is not the rain that fails the land,
But the compassion that never reaches a human hand.

... Dr. Peruka Raju :..
National Poet
7810032847
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The Crucible of Discontent: Unravelling the
Roots and Fury of the Ongoing Unrest in France

DR. CHITYALA RAVINDER
7798891795

ance, a nation globally celebrat-
ed for its rich cultural heritage,
intellectual legacy, and economic
prosperity, is currently gripped
by a profound and volatile socio-economic
crisis. From the historic streets of Paris to
the bustling urban centres of Marseille, Lyon,
Toulouse, Clermont-Ferrand, Bordeaux, and
Nantes, widespread protests have trans-
formed daily life into a scene of intense civil
agitation. Thousands of citizens, university
students, school teachers, healthcare work-
ers, transport operators, and industrial lab-
orers have united to voice their deep-seated
frustration against government policies.
What began as localized grievances over de-
teriorating educational facilities has rapidly
escalated into a nationwide mass movement,
severely testing the nation’s law and order in-
frastructure. Iconic landmarks and world-fa-
mous cultural institutions have been forced
to temporarily shut their doors, while luxury
boutiques and commercial establishments
along major avenues have boarded up their
storefronts with wooden panels to shield
themselves from sporadic vandalism. Public
transportation has been severely crippled as
bus networks and train services grind to a
halt, compounded by widespread strikes at
major airports that have thrown the coun-
try’s travel infrastructure into disarray.
Beneath the immediate chaos lies a com-
plex web of structural grievances that have
been festering within French society and its
economic framework for decades. The deteri-
oration of the public education system served
as the primary catalyst for the eruption of an-
ger. A severe shortage of permanent teaching
staff resulted in millions of lost instruction-
al hours during the previous academic year,
leaving students and parents profoundly dis-
illusioned. Classrooms plagued by inadequate
infrastructure, coupled with the indignity of
makeshift sheds lacking proper heating dur-
ing harsh winters and adequate ventilation in
the summer months, fueled intense student
outrage. Furthermore, budgetary cuts threat-
ening the survival of public schools and the
escalating dominance of private educational
institutions placed an unbearable financial
burden on ordinary families.
Compounding this educational crisis
is the relentless surge in the cost of living.
Surging energy prices, escalating electricity

tariffs, and soaring prices for basic house-
hold commodities have heavily squeezed
working-class budgets. Because wage growth
and state pensions have failed to keep pace
with persistent inflation, the economic di-
vide between affluent segments and the low-
er-middle classes has widened dramatically.
A prevailing sentiment has taken deep root
among the populace that citizens are shoul-
dering exorbitant tax burdens while receiving
diminishing returns in terms of public servic-
es, free healthcare, and robust social security
protections. The perception that state welfare
budgets are being systematically slashed
while tax exemptions continue to be granted
to the wealthy has further added fuel to the
fire, turning simmering discontent into wide-
spread public fury.

The current wave of unrest is primarily
concentrated around three distinct yet deeply
interconnected spheres of conflict. First, the
student-led movement centred on education-
al reform has assumed an intensely militant
character. Across the nation, students have
blockaded hundreds of secondary schools
and university campuses, completely boy-
cotting classes and marching onto major
thoroughfares. Student unions have estab-
lished roadblocks at critical urban intersec-
tions, effectively cutting off vital transport
corridors linking industrial hubs. Their de-
mands remain steadfast: an increase in stu-
dent subsidies, a freeze on soaring student
housing rents, the immediate recruitment
of educators to fill vacant positions, and the
comprehensive rehabilitation of school facil-
ities. When student demonstrations reached
a boiling point outside government minis-
try offices, security forces responded with
heavy deployments of tear gas to disperse the
crowds.

Second, broader societal frustrations over
the soaring cost of living have catalyzed mas-
sive nationwide strikes and labor mobiliza-
tions. Major labor confederations and public
service unions have thrown their weight be-
hind the student movement, bringing indus-
trial production and transport networks to
a virtual standstill. Workers at oil refineries
and power generation plants have walked off
the job, triggering widespread fuel shortages
and snaking queues of stranded motorists at
petrol stations across the country. In major
metropolitan areas like Paris and Marseille,

municipal garbage collection has ground to
a halt, leaving streets piled high with refuse
and creating mounting public health hazards.
Industrial workers are intensifying their agi-
tations day by day, demanding that the gov-
ernment abandon policies skewed in favor
of the elite, alleviate the financial pressures
weighing down ordinary citizens, and index
wages to actual inflation rates.

Third, direct physical confrontations be-
tween security forces and demonstrators
have plunged the nation into a severe law and
order crisis. What often began as peaceful
processions have been infiltrated by radical
fringe elements intent on destroying public
property, setting vehicles ablaze, and loot-
ing commercial banks and shopping malls.
Despite the imposition of strict overnight
curfews by regional authorities, defiant
protesters have continued to occupy public
spaces, prompting security forces to employ
aggressive crowd-control tactics. The govern-
ment has mobilized thousands of specialized
paramilitary police personnel, deploying tear
gas, water cannons, and rubber bullets to re-
gain control of volatile districts. These clash-
es have resulted in numerous injuries among
both civilians and law enforcement officers,
alongside hundreds of arrests that have filled
detention facilities. Civil rights organizations
have strongly criticized the administration’s
heavy-handed response, urging restraint and
warning against the excessive use of force.

Although the government has attempted to
appease the populace by announcing tempo-
rary subsidies, targeted financial allocations,
and commitments to future teacher recruit-
ment, civil society organizations and labor
leaders have firmly rejected these measures
as insufficient, demanding structural re-
forms instead. The prolonged disruption
threatens to inflict lasting damage on the
nation’s tourism sector, international com-
merce, and daily industrial output, raising
serious concerns about a broader economic
slowdown in France. International observers
are closely monitoring the unfolding situa-
tion as the government navigates this delicate
crossroad. Ultimately, only through genuine,
transparent dialogue and a willingness to
address the democratic grievances of its cit-
izens can France hope to navigate out of this
deep socio-economic crisis and restore social
harmony.

India’s Road Safety Crisis IS
an Economic Challenge

Also

ndia’s roads are vital to econom-

ic growth, connecting markets,

moving goods and supporting

livelihoods. But when expansion
comes at the cost of safety, the gains are
eroded by preventable deaths, lost pro-
ductivity and financial hardship. Road in-
frastructure must therefore be judged not
only by how efficiently it moves people and
goods, but also by how safely it gets them
to their destinations.

According to figures released by Union
Road Transport and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari, India recorded 5,13,563
road accidents and 1,83,382 deaths in
2025. In 2024, the country reported
4,87,707 accidents and 1,77,175 fatalities.
That year, national highways accounted
for 64,772 deaths and state highways for
39,277. Two-wheeler users constituted
46.2 per cent of road fatalities, while pe-
destrians accounted for 20.6 per cent. The
scale of these losses makes road safety an
urgent public policy and economic priori-
ty. The economic costs extend well beyond
the immediate aftermath of a crash. When
an earning member dies or suffers a per-
manent disability, families can lose their
financial security. Medical bills, lost wages
and long-term care can deepen their hard-
ship. Employers and transport operators
face workforce losses, delivery delays, ve-
hicle repair costs and insurance claims.
Preventing crashes is therefore not simply
a public safety obligation; it is an invest-
ment in livelihoods, productivity and eco-
nomic resilience.

Responsibility cannot rest solely on
individual drivers. Dangerous road lay-
outs, poorly marked junctions, inadequate
lighting, roadside encroachments and the
absence of safe pedestrian crossings can
all contribute to crashes. If safety is con-
sidered only after a road has been built,
costly and sometimes inadequate correc-
tive measures become inevitable. It must
instead be built into the planning, design
and construction of roads.

Regular safety audits of national and
state highways should identify acci-

dent-prone stretches and establish the
reasons behind recurring crashes. The
findings must lead to practical changes,
including safer junctions, clearer signs,
improved lighting and better pedestrian
infrastructure. Speed-control measures
are particularly important near schools,
hospitals and busy residential areas. Road
agencies should also be held accountable
for correcting identified hazards within
specified timelines.

Enforcement remains indispensable. In
2024, 3,45,024 accidents were recorded in
the category associated with overspeed-
ing. Driving under the influence of alcohol
or drugs, travelling on the wrong side and
using mobile phones while driving are oth-
er serious risks. Consistent enforcement,
supported by speed cameras and other ap-
propriate technology, can make violations
harder to escape. Licensing procedures
must also ensure that drivers possess the
practical skills and knowledge required to
use roads safely. Penalties alone, however,
cannot compensate for unsafe road design
or inadequate infrastructure.

The needs of vulnerable road users de-
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serve greater attention. Two-wheeler users
and pedestrians account for a substan-
tial share of road deaths, yet their safety
is often compromised by infrastructure
designed primarily around motor vehi-
cles. Continuous footpaths, safe cross-
ing points, well-designed traffic-calming
measures and effective enforcement of
helmet and seat-belt requirements can re-
duce risks. Road planning must recognise
that pedestrians, cyclists and two-wheeler
users are integral to the transport system,
not obstacles to faster traffic movement.

Commercial transport requires a sep-
arate focus. Excessive driving hours, in-
sufficient rest, poorly maintained vehicles
and overloading can turn routine journeys
into serious hazards. Transport operators
must monitor working hours, provide ad-
equate rest and maintain vehicles to pre-
scribed standards. Fitness inspections
need to be credible rather than merely
procedural. Cutting operating costs can-
not justify practices that endanger drivers,
passengers or other road users.

Even with stronger prevention, some
crashes will occur. The quality and speed
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of emergency care can determine wheth-
er victims survive. Ambulances, trau-
ma-care facilities and coordinated emer-
gency response systems must be available
along heavily travelled and accident-prone
routes. Delays in reaching a hospital can
worsen injuries that might otherwise be
treatable. Reliable accident data should
also guide decisions on where to deploy
medical resources and which stretches re-
quire urgent safety improvements.

The Union government’s four-pronged
approach—education, engineering of
roads and vehicles, enforcement, and
emergency care—offers a framework for
action. Its success depends on implemen-
tation, coordination and accountability.
The Union and state governments, local
authorities, police, road agencies and
transport operators must work towards
shared safety outcomes.

Responsibilities should be clearly as-
signed, and progress assessed against
reductions in deaths and serious injuries
rather than the number of inspections
conducted or measures announced. India’s
commitment to reducing road deaths and
injuries by 50 per cent by 2030 demands
sustained action, not periodic campaigns
triggered by public concern. Road safety
must become an integral part of transport
policy, urban planning and industrial de-
velopment. Funding for new roads must be
matched by investment in maintenance,
safety audits, enforcement and emergen-
cy medical services. The aim should be to
prevent predictable risks before they be-
come tragedies.

India needs roads that support growth
without imposing an avoidable human
cost. Every preventable death represents
not only a personal and family tragedy but
also a loss of productive capacity and eco-
nomic security. Safer infrastructure, cred-
ible enforcement and effective emergency
care must therefore be treated as essential
components of development. The meas-
ure of progress is not simply how fast the
country moves, but whether its people can
travel safely.
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NFR to Promote “Probity for
Prosperity” during the Observance
of Vigilance Awareness Week 2026

MALIGAON, 25 OCTOBER,
2026:
ortheast Frontier Rail-
way (NFR) will observe
Vigilance Awareness Week
from 26th October to 1st No-
vember, 2026, reaffirming
its commitment to integrity,
transparency and accounta-
bility in railway administra-
tion. Guided by the theme
“Probity for Prosperity”,
aligning with the guidelines
of the Central Vigilance
Commission, the obser-
vance will bring together
railway employees, students
and the public through sev-
eral programmes highlight-
ing the importance of eth-
ical conduct and collective
action against corruption.
The week will begin on
26th October with the ad-
ministration of the Integrity
Pledge at NFR Headquar-
ters and the General Man-
ager (Construction)’s office
at Maligaon. Walkathons
at both locations will car-
ry the message of honesty
and shared responsibility
in combating corruption.
A street play at Kamakhya
Coaching Depot on 27th
October will further pro-
mote vigilance awareness
through an engaging public

be released on 28th Octo-
ber, followed by a workshop
The workshop will highlight
transparency and prevent

tion of works and manage-

ligaon, on 29thOctober and

vember, 2026, across NFR’s
headquarters, divisions and

Through awareness,
ticipation and preventive

outreach initiative.
A Vigilance Bulletin will

on “Preventive Vigilance
in Contract Management”.

measures to strengthen

irregularities in the execu-

ment of contracts. Extend-
ing the message to young
minds, essay and drawing
competitions will be held at
Netaji Railway School, Ma-

Railway Higher Secondary
School, Maligaon, on 3oth
October, encouraging stu-
dents to explore the values
of honesty and integrity.
The observance forms
part of a wider three-
month preventive vigilance
campaign being conducted
from 17th August to 16th No-

construction organisation.
par-

measures, NFR aims to
embed integrity in every-
day working and strength-
en public confidence in a
transparent,  accountable
and citizen-oriented railway
administration.

HOMELAND

PM Inaugurates RBI Data Centre,
Cybersecurlty Institute in Odisha

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi inaugurated
RBI's new data centre

and Cybersecurity
Training Institute in
Bhubaneswar. The Rs
169-crore facilities
will reinforce digital
finance infrastructure
and sector-wide cyber
resilience.

rime Minister Narendra

Modi on Sunday inau-
gurated the Reserve Bank
of India’s Rs 169-crore data
centre and Cybersecurity
Training Institute in Bhu-
baneswar, news agency Press
Trust of India reported, cit-
ing officials. The facilities
are intended to strengthen
the security, reliability and
reach of India’s digital finan-
cial services, while support-
ing cybersecurity training,
research and skills devel-
opment across the financial
sector. Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman, RBI
Governor Sanjay Malhotra,
Odisha Governor Brajmohan
Ram, Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi, Union Tribal
Affairs Minister Jual Oram,
and Deputy Chief Ministers

Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo
and Pravati Parida attended
the inauguration. The RBI
facility is spread over 18.55
acres at Info Valley-II in Jat-
ni. Its foundation stone was
laid by then RBI governor
Shaktikanta Das on March
22, 2023. The data centre
will host essential payment
and settlement systems,
along with other key RBI ini-
tiatives, the government said
in a statement. It said the fa-
cility would help improve the
reach, efficiency and relia-
bility of digital financial ser-
vices and provide a secure
foundation for India’s in-
creasingly technology-driv-
en financial economy.

The Cybersecurity Train-
ing Institute will provide
a dedicated platform for

Delhi CM
Rekha Gupta
slams Kharge’s
objectionable

remarks against
PM Modi

NEW DELHI, OCT 25

elhi Chief Minister

Rekha Gupta on Sun-
day criticised Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge’s objectionable and
uncouth remarks, directed
at Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during an event
in Patna.

In a message on X, the
Chief Minister wrote, “Shri
Mallikarjun Kharge ji, such
vulgar language is the pin-
nacle of the Congress par-
ty's moral and ideological
decline. The Congress par-
ty's problem is not just with
Modi ji. Its real problem is
with that common Indian
who shook the throne of
dynasticism and made a
son from an ordinary fam-
ily the Prime Minister of
the country.” She wrote,
“This is the truth that the
Congress courtiers' arro-
gance has not been able to
accept to this day.” “Shri
Kharge ji, the common cit-
izen of the country knows
the power of his vote as well
as his future. They have full
faith that under the leader-
ship of the esteemed Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi ji, India is moving for-
ward towards becoming a
developed nation. Remem-
ber, making indecent re-
marks about the esteemed
Prime Minister ji's family
is not political courage, but
ideological poverty,” re-
marked Gupta.

training and research in cy-
bersecurity and enterprise

technology, while helping
build capabilities across the
sector, the statement said.

An official told Press Trust
of India that the site was cho-
sen because of its geographi-
cal stability and its distance
from earthquake-prone
zones and high-risk inter-
national border areas. This
would reduce its exposure
to natural disasters and ge-
opolitical risks. PM Modi
arrived at Biju Patnaik Inter-
national Airport at 4.15 pm
aboard a special Indian Air
Force aircraft. He travelled
by helicopter to Khurda and
then proceeded by road to
the RBI facility.

Officials said the Prime
Minister was likely to spend

an hour at the data centre
before returning to the air-
port by road and departing
around 6.30 pm. Around
2,100 police personnel were
deployed for the visit, ac-
cording to officials quoted by
Press Trust of India. Traffic
restrictions were also im-
posed from 5.40 pm to 6.40
pm on the route between the
RBI data centre and the air-
port. Majhi said in a social
media post that the data cen-
tre would contribute to Odi-
sha’s development. He said
this was PM Modi’s ninth
visit to the state since the
BJP government was formed
there in 2024. The chief
minister said the Jatni data
centre was the second such
facility after the one in Navi
Mumbai. Officials said the
new facilities were designed
to meet the RBI’s computing
needs and provide a secure,
resilient, scalable and fu-
ture-ready technology sys-
tem for the central bank and
the wider financial sector.
The data centre and train-
ing institute are expected to
support digital financial ser-
vices and strengthen cyber-
security capabilities.

Rs 100-crore hawala trail exposed as Op
Trident hits drug cartel in Northeast states

Operation Trident tar-
geted 38 locations across
Assam, Mizoram and
Manipur, leading to 18
arrests, the freezing of
1,424 bank accounts and
the attachment of proper-
ties worth Rs 17.82 crore.
The multi-agency crack-
down also uncovered a
Rs 100 crore hawala trail
linked to a transnational
drug trafficking network
across India, Myanmar
and Bangladesh.

The Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB), in a major
crackdown on transnation-
al drug trafficking networks,
launched ‘Operation Trident’
on Friday, October 23, con-
ducting simultaneous raids at
38 locations across Assam, Mi-
zoram and Manipur. The mul-
ti-agency offensive targeted the
operational and financial net-
works of an international drug
cartel involved in trafficking
narcotics across the India-My-
anmar-Bangladesh corridor.

In a major breakthrough,
the operation exposed hawa-
la transactions worth nearly
100 crore, led to the freezing
of 1,424 bank accounts, and
resulted in the attachment of
properties worth 17.82 crore.
The agencies also seized 500
detonators and 12 lakh in cash,
while 18 people were arrested.

Aligned with the Vision
Document on Narcotics Con-
trol (2026-2029), Operation
Trident highlights the govern-
ment's commitment to elimi-
nating drug networks through

intelligence-led investigations,
inter-agency coordination and
financial disruption.

AMIT SHAH REAFFIRMS
ZERO TOLERANCE
AGAINST DRUGS

Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation Amit
Shah hailed the operation, con-
gratulating the anti-narcotics
teams and police forces of the
three states for their coordinat-
ed action. In a post on X, Shah
said the Modi government's
offensive against drugs contin-
ued with simultaneous crack-
downs at 38 locations across
Assam, Mizoram and Mani-
pur on October 23, targeting
an international narco-cartel.
NCB's Operation Trident raids
38 northeast sites, uncovers Rs
100 crore hawala trail High-
lighting the scale of the oper-
ation, he said the agencies had
uncovered hawala transactions
worth 100 crore, frozen 1,424
bank accounts, attached prop-
erties worth 17.82 crore, seized
500 detonators and 12 lakh in
cash, and arrested 18 people.

He also congratulated the
central agencies and police
forces of Assam, Mizoram and
Manipur for their efforts in exe-
cuting the operation.

38 TEAMS STRIKE
SIMULTANEOUSLY TO
DISMANTLE CARTEL

Spearheaded by the NCB in
coordination with Mizoram
Police, the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) and other en-
forcement agencies, Operation
Trident was launched in the
early hours of October 23 fol-
lowing extensive intelligence
gathering, joint target mapping
and coordinated operational
planning. Under a unified com-
mand structure, 38 composite
multi-agency teams simulta-
neously conducted searches
and investigations at 38 iden-
tified locations across the three
northeastern states.

The operation covered key
locations and border corridors,
including Aizawl, Champhai
and Zokhawthar in Mizoram,
along with linked operational
bases in Churachandpur, Ma-
nipur, and the Cachar transit
corridor in Assam. The coordi-
nated action targeted both the
cartel's logistical infrastruc-
ture and its financial channels,
with investigators focusing on
suspected facilitators, shell en-
tities, money mules and illicit
financial transactions.

The operation followed sus-

tained intelligence-led investi-
gations by the NCB, Mizoram
Police and the ED, which un-
covered the extensive reach of
the transnational syndicate. Fi-
nancial profiling and digital fo-
rensics conducted during ear-
lier phases of the investigation
helped investigators identify
a wider network of operatives
and financial intermediaries,
paving the way for the simulta-
neous raids.

CROSS-BORDER DRUG

AND HAWALA NET-
WORK EXPOSED

Investigations have identi-
fied Myanmar-based kingpin
Thangcintuang, also known
as Chintuang or Tluanga, as a
key figure in the syndicate. He
was wanted in more than 10
cases under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act involving the NCB,
Champhai Police and Mizoram
Excise authorities, and was
subsequently arrested in Delhi
following inter-state surveil-
lance and sustained follow-up
operations. The cartel allegedly
orchestrated the movement of
methamphetamine and her-
oin originating in Myanmar
through Mizoram, Manipur,
Assam and Tripura, with on-
ward trafficking into mainland
India and Bangladesh.

KEY ASSOCIATES AR-

RESTED

Earlier investigative break-
throughs had also led to the
arrest of key associates and
facilitators. Vungkhanthawna,
identified as a key facilitator
responsible for coordinating
the movement and delivery of

Counter Congress’s Misinformation on
SIR Process: Call at BJP National Meeting

High-Level Meeting
Held in Delhi Under the
Chairmanship of BJP
National President Nitin
Nabin in the Presence
of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah

Union Minister of State
for Home Affairs Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, MP Kon-
da Vishweshwar Reddy,
Telangana BJP Chief
Spokesperson N.V. Sub-
hash and Others Attend

Hyderabad, October 25:
At the direction of the BJP
central leadership, a high-lev-
el meeting of prominent lead-
ers and experts from across
the country was held in New
Delhi under the chairman-
ship of BJP National Presi-
dent Nitin Nabin and in the
presence of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

Union Minister of State for

Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay
Kumar, Chevella Member of
Parliament Konda Vishwesh-
war Reddy, and Telangana
BJP chief spokesperson and
media in-charge N.V. Sub-
hash were among those who
attended the meeting.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Union ministers
from various states, Mem-
bers of Parliament, nation-
al general secretaries of the
party, Rajya Sabha MP Tarun
Chugh, BJP Telangana state
in-charge Sunil Bansal, Dag-
gubati Purandeswari from
Andhra Pradesh, intellectu-
als, nationalist thinkers, sen-
ior journalists and prominent
media representatives from
across the country.

Extensive discussions
were held on strategies for
party cadres to build com-
prehensive awareness of the
implementation of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)

process across the country
and explain its significance to
people at the grassroots level.

The party leadership called
on its members to counter
what it described as false al-
legations and misinformation
being spread by the Congress
and other opposition par-
ties regarding the reform
measures undertaken by the
Central Government in the
national interest. Leaders
stressed that such claims
should be rebutted before the
public with supporting evi-
dence.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and BJP National
President Nitin Nabin issued
clear directions, emphasising
that every party worker,
elected representative and
media representative must
play an active role in com-
municating the facts to the
public in a simple, clear and
direct manner.

Myanmar-origin drug con-
signments, was arrested and
subsequently detained under
the Prevention of Illicit Traffic
in Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (PITNDPS)
Act. Lalrampari, identified as a
primary hawala operator, was
arrested by the NCB on August
8, 2024. Investigations into the
financial network uncovered
nearly 100 crore in suspect-
ed illicit hawala transactions,
prompting coordinated action
with the ED and the freezing
of assets linked to the alleged
illegal activities. Another key
operative, Abu Saleh alias Sai-
fuddin, described as the logis-
tics head for the Assam corri-
dor, was arrested in Cachar on
November 20, 2025. He was
allegedly involved in coordi-
nating narcotics transportation
through Assam and was linked
to multiple NDPS cases. These
breakthroughs, supported by
financial investigations and
digital forensics, helped expose
the cartel's wider network and
laid the groundwork for Oper-
ation Trident.
SCINDIA CALLS FOR NA-
SHA MUKT BHARAT
Union Minister Jyotiradit-
ya M Scindia also welcomed
Operation Trident, describing
it as a strong message that the
Northeast would not be allowed
to become a corridor for contra-
band. In a post on X, Scindia
said the operation demonstrat-
ed the government's resolve
under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, with Home Minister
Amit Shah driving the nation-
wide fight against drugs.

Manipur Bags Best Award in GI Rice
Category at Bharat International Rice
Conference for Chak-Hao Innovation

NEW DELHI/IMPHAL,
OCTOBER 25, 2026

howecasing its rich indige-

nous rice heritage on the
national stage, Manipur won
accolades on the second day
of the Bharat International
Rice Conference (BIRC) 2026
at Bharat Mandapam, Pragati
Maidan, New Delhi. Mani-
pur was honoured with the
prestigious Global Excellence
Award for Best Award in GI
Rice Category for best indige-
nous product presentation and
innovation in value-added rice
products. The Department of
Agriculture, Government of
Manipur, led by Director Peter
Salam, Director Agriculture,
along with MOVCDNER Nodal
Officer Kh. Nimaichand Singh,
departmental team, entrepre-
neurs and Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) from the

state, successfully displayed
the state's indigenous scented
rice varieties and value-add-
ed products at the three-day
conference, which concludes
today, October 25.

Manipur's stall was a major
attraction, featuring its GI-
tagged Chak-Hao (Black Scent-
ed Rice), Angouba (White
Scented Rice) and a range of
innovative value-added prod-
ucts including Instant Chak-
Hao Kheer, Chak-Hao Cookies,
Chak-Hao Gulla and Chak-Hao
Bhujia. A key highlight was
the live culinary demonstra-
tion where a chef showcased
Korean-style kimbaps and
Japanese sushi rolls prepared
using Chak-Hao and Angouba.
During the exhibition, a free
tasting of Chak-Hao Kheer
was served to visitors, which
received an overwhelming re-
sponse.

Massive manipulation:
Congress targets EC over refusal
to disclose ECINET detalls

Congress accused the
Election Commission
of withholding details

about ECINET software
used in electoral roll
revision. The dispute

has intensified concerns

over transparency,

artificial intelligence

safeguards and institu-
tional accountability.

The Congress on Sunday
accused the Election Com-
mission of withholding in-
formation about the ECINET
software used during the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls, news agency
PTIreported. The party alleged
that the information was be-
ing withheld because it would
reveal what it called “massive,
centralised manipulation”
during the exercise. It also
reiterated its demand for the
removal of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar and
the immediate suspension of
the SIR. Congress general sec-
retary in charge of communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh shared
a media report claiming that
the Election Commission of
India had declined to disclose
the name and version of the
software used to identify errors
and anomalies in voter rolls
during the SIR.

According to the report, the
poll body said the information
concerned “commercial confi-
dence, trade secrets and intel-
lectual property” and was ex-
empt from disclosure under the
Right to Information Act.

In a post on X, Ramesh al-
leged that the Election Com-
mission continued to “hide”

information about the ECINET
software, which he claimed was
at the “heart of the disastrous
SIR” and had been used to
centralise the manipulation of

electoral rolls. “Today, a lead-
ing national daily revealed that
the ECI has refused to provide
information on the software
being used in the SIR in its re-
sponse to a Right to Informa-
tion (RTI) application. Using
flimsy excuses, the ECI has re-
fused to name the software be-
ing used in the SIR, or confirm
whether AI is being used and
what safeguards are in place,”
Ramesh said, according to PTI.
He said the lack of transparen-
cy surrounding the ECINET
software and the use of artifi-
cial intelligence had damaged
citizens’ confidence in the en-
tire process. Ramesh alleged
that the Election Commission
was repeatedly refusing to pro-
vide the information because it
would reveal the extent of what
he described as massive and
centralised manipulation.

He asked why Indians had
learnt through disclosures by
Tata Consultancy Services that
the company had developed the
ECINET software, and why the
Election Commission had not
disclosed this transparently.

Rahul Gandhi thanks BJP for 'promoting' INDIA bloc's
vote chori rally, urges it to maintain 'same energy

Rahul Gandhi sarcasti-
cally thanked the BJP
and its allies for publi-
cising the INDIA bloc's
November 1 Delhi rally.
The exchange sharpened
the Opposition's cam-
paign over alleged voter
deletions and electoral
irregularities.

Rahul Gandhi sarcasti-
cally thanked the BJP
and its allies for publicising
the INDIA bloc's November 1
Delhi rally.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday sarcas-
tically thanked the BJP and
its allies for publicising the
INDIA bloc's November 1
rally against alleged "vote
chori" and helping its mes-
sage reach more people,
news agency Press Trust of
India reported.

The rally is part of a se-

m
ries of Opposition protests
against the Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls
and alleged poll irregular-
ities by the Chief Election
Commissioner. Gandhi, the
Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, alleged that
people's votes were being
stolen and said, "We will
not tolerate this silently
under any circumstances."
"Names have been struck off
the electoral rolls. Rules and

—

|
laws have been flouted. And
those who dared to ask ques-
tions were met with batons.
Now, the nation will provide
an answer," Gandhi said in a
Hindi post on X, according
to PTI. Calling on people
to join the protest, Gandhi
said, "November 1st — Cha-
lo Delhi. 'Vote Bachao, Desh
Bachao' people's march and
mega rally." He added, "Stu-
dents, farmers, labourers,
women, the youth, and trad-

ers — everyone who cares
about democracy must join
us." "The vote is yours. The
fight is also yours," Gandhi
said. In a swipe at the BJP,
he added, "PS: A heartfelt
thank you to the BJP and
its allies for promoting this
event so enthusiastically
and ensuring its call reaches
as many people as possible."
He asked them to maintain
the same "energy and ded-
ication" for the next seven
days.The BJP had on Satur-
day criticised the Congress
over the INDIA bloc's pro-
posed rally in Delhi, alleging
that Gandhi was "adamant"
on holding it on November
1 to rub salt into the wounds
of victims of the 1984 an-
ti-Sikh riots. At a press con-
ference at the BJP headquar-
ters, party MP Ravi Shankar
Prasad claimed that several
INDIA bloc constituents

were not convinced by the
Congress's plan to hold the
rally on November 1 and
wanted it rescheduled, PTI
reported. Leaders of the
Opposition alliance will
hold what they have called
a "public impeachment" of
Chief Election Commission-
er Gyanesh Kumar on Octo-
ber 30 and announce a pub-
lic verdict against him.

Congress general secre-
tary in charge of organi-
sation K C Venugopal de-
scribed the "Dilli Chalo"
march to Ramlila Maidan as
the party's biggest protest
against alleged "vote chori".

The November 1 rally will
focus on allegations of delet-
ed voter names and electoral
irregularities, with the IN-
DIA bloc calling on different
sections of society to join its
campaign to "save votes" and
"save the country".
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Riyadh airport
announces

partial reopening
RIYADH

The King Khalid Internation-
al Airport in the Saudi capi-
tal Riyadh was set to partial-
ly reopen after previous at-
tacks suspended operations,
authorities said on Sunday.
The airport said it would
designate Terminal 1 for do-
mestic flights and Terminal
2 for international flights op-
erated by national carriers.
The airport was previously
targeted in attacks causing
multiple deaths and injuries,
which prompted Saudi Ara-
bia's General Authority of
Civil Aviation to temporarily
suspend airport operations,
Xinhua News Agency report-
ed. The Houthis have recent-
ly intensified attacks on Sau-
di Arabia as Saudi-backed
Yemeni government forces
launched military operations
to retake areas held by the
group. Meanwhile, Yemen's
Houthi group and the Sau-
di-led coalition exchanged
heavy attacks, as the Houthis
claimed widespread missile

and drone strikes.

BEYOND BORDERS

'Governor’s rule in Pakistan's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa risks deepenin

ISLAMABAD

The imposition of emergency
and Governor's Rule in Paki-
stan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province on October 11 and the
removal of the Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf-led provincial
government of Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi and his subsequent
arrest could have key political
consequences, a media report
said.

Noting that the Federal gov-
ernment cited "escalating mili-
tant violence and the provincial
administration’s alleged failure
to co-operate adequately with
counter-terrorism  operations
as the reason for the decision",
journalist Raja Muneeb, in an
article titled "Islamabad’s Gov-
ernor’s Rule Gambit: How Pa-
kistan’s Political Interventions
Deepen Alienation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa" for ‘The Pam-
phlet', argued that while the
security threat is real, forceful
removal of the government can’t

be the solution because, rather
than controlling the militant
activities, it would deepen the
political alienation that would
undermine the democratic insti-
tutions of the state.

The PTI has rejected the Fed-
eral government's allegation,
calling the move politically mo-
tivated and an attempt to over-
turn its electoral mandate.

The article highlights that
Pakistan has a history of remov-
ing provincial governments and

f

cited the example of how Prime
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
removed the provincial govern-
ment of Chief Minister Sardar
Inayatullah Khan Gandapur in
NWFP, as the province was then
called, in 1975.

According to Muneeb, the
dismissal was part of the wider
confrontation between Bhutto’s
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
and the National Awami Par-
ty (NAP). "NAP was banned in
1975, and the confrontation be-

tween Islamabad and its nation-
alist opponents escalated into a
broader political crackdown," he
wrote.

Muneeb further said that
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s "present
crisis extends far beyond Gover-
nor’s Rule", as he identified the
key historical roots that gave
birth to the militancy crisis in
the province.

Firstly, the 1979 Soviet in-
vasion of Afghanistan made
Pakistan a major centre of the
Afghan mujahideen campaign,
helping create networks that
outlasted the conflict.

Secondly, the 2007 emer-
gence of the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), which marked a
major escalation of militant vio-
lence inside Pakistan.

Also, military operations and
displacement in Swat, South
Waziristan, North Waziristan,
and other districts experienced
militant control, military oper-
ations, and mass displacement.

The article further sheds light

on PTI’s history of governing
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa since
2013 and retaining a substan-
tial political base in the 2024
general elections. The now-re-
moved government provided an
important political platform for
the supporters of former Prime
Minister Imran Khan. Muneeb
stated that removing an elected
government with a substantial
constituency raised questions
about the political motivations
of the federal intervention.

The article states that the
Federal government invoked ar-
ticles 232 and 234 of Pakistan’s
Constitution, citing militant
violence and provincial admin-
istrations’ alleged failure to re-
spond effectively.

Meanwhile, PTI has rejected
the allegations of the govern-
ment that the former was unable
to contain the militant activities
in the region and said that the
removal of the Chief Minister
was politically motivated to
weaken a political rival.

[ran's FM says Hormuz Strait's routes,
management not to return to pre-war era

TEHRAN

Iran's Foreign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi on Sunday re-
iterated that the administration
of the Strait of Hormuz and
routes in the waterway will not
be the same as they were in the
past, according to the official
news agency IRNA.

Araghchi made the remarks
at a ceremony in the Iranian
capital Tehran, while stressing
that "fundamental and strate-
gic" changes have taken place in
West Asia following the U.S.-Is-
raeli war against Iran, Xinhua
News Agency reported.

"We must accept that new
realities have taken hold. The
routes in the Strait of Hormuz
will not be the same as they once
were, and the strait's manage-
ment will also not be as it was

in the past," he said. "There are
matters on which we have held
negotiations, and these negotia-
tions will continue.”

The minister stressed that
the region's security must be en-
sured by regional countries and
without reliance on foreign forc-
es, "who have come to the region
aiming to safeguard their own

interests and protect Israel, and
whose continued presence will
lead to nothing but insecurity
for the entire region."

He added that Iran was ready
to cooperate with all regional
countries. Meanwhile, Iran's Su-
preme Leader Mojtaba Khame-
nei has stressed the need for "se-
rious” efforts to pursue the Ira-

nian people's rights and ensure
the payment of compensation
for the damages inflicted on the
country during the US-Israeli
attacks. The issues were high-
lighted in a meeting between the
supreme leader and the coun-
try's Judiciary Chief Gholam-
hossein Mohseni-Ejei, accord-
ing to a statement published on
the leader's website on Saturday.

Among the issues underlined
during the meeting were pro-
moting justice, safeguarding
public rights, fighting corrup-
tion and its root causes effec-
tively, handling judicial cases
promptly, precisely and deci-
sively, enforcing judicial rul-
ings in a timely and deterrent
manner, and bringing about a
"comprehensive and tangible"
transformation in the country's
judicial apparatus.

Curbs on female aid workers continue
to hamper humanitarian access

KABUL

Restrictions on female aid work-
ers and interference in relief work
continue to obstruct humanitari-
an access across Afghanistan,
with the United Nations record-
ing 30 access-related incidents in
the country in September, local
media reported on Sunday.

According to Khaama Press,
the UN Office for the Coordi-
nation of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) said humanitarian part-
ners logged 30 such incidents
during the month, 27 per cent
fewer than in August.

The agency, however, cau-
tioned that the drop in reported
cases did not necessarily point to
an improvement on the ground,
as some incidents may have gone
unreported. Of the incidents re-
corded in September, 18 involved

interference in humanitarian
activities, while four were linked
to physical constraints on access,
OCHA said. Military operations,
ongoing conflict, violence against
humanitarian personnel and the
detention of aid workers were
also listed among the obstacles
hampering relief operations in
the country.

OCHA said four districts in
Afghanistan were facing severe
restrictions on humanitarian
access, with administrative and
programme-related interference,
along with curbs on female aid
workers and on women receiving
assistance, among the main fac-
tors behind the situation. Limits
on women's participation in hu-
manitarian work make it harder
for aid agencies to reach women
and others in need of help, the
report noted.

Egypt's water security cannot
be compromised: president

CAIRO

Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi said here on
Sunday that Egypt faces a
unique water challenge due
to its geographic nature and
reliance on the Nile River,
warning that the country's
water security cannot be
compromised.

In a recorded address
opening the ninth Cairo Wa-
ter Week, Sisi noted that the
Nile provides Egypt with
more than 98 per cent of its
renewable water resources,
reiterating his country's will-
ingness to cooperate with
other basin states based on
international law, consul-
tation, coordination, good
neighbourliness, and the
principle of causing no harm.

The Egyptian president
noted that Egypt has con-
sciously chosen the path of
cooperation and dialogue,
saying "Egypt respects and
supports the right of all Nile

Basin states to development.”

Highlighting cooperation
with southern Nile Basin
countries on proposed proj-
ects in energy, agriculture
and irrigation, Sisi said Egypt
looks forward to reinforcing
cooperation in the Eastern
Nile Basin as well "in a man-
ner that serves the interests of
Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia."

Meanwhile, Sisi empha-
sised, "Any wager that Egypt
will accept a fait accompli
or compromise its water
security is a losing wager,"
stressing that the state will
not neglect its responsibili-
ty to protect the interests of
the Egyptian people.

Zimbabwean president calls for
unconditional lifting of sanctions

HARARE

Zimbabwean President Em-
merson Mnangagwa on Sunday
called for the unconditional
lifting of sanctions imposed by
Western countries on Zimba-
bwe, saying the measures con-
strain economic development.

In a speech marking the
Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC) An-
ti-Sanctions Day held annually
on October 25, Mnangagwa
said Zimbabwe was making
progress in its development as-
pirations despite the sanctions,
stressing that regional inte-
gration was crucial to achiev-
ing the country's development
goals.

The SADC Anti-Sanctions
Day was established by the
16-member regional organi-
sation in 2019 as a collective
initiative to denounce the sanc-
tions, which were imposed on
Zimbabwe following the coun-

L

try's land reform program that
redistributed land from mi-
nority white farmers to indige-
nous black Zimbabweans.
"Sanctions not only pun-
ish our country, but the entire
SADC family and infringe Zim-
babwe's role in advancing an
integrated Africa," said Mnan-
gagwa, who also expressed
appreciation to SADC member
states for supporting the call

to remove the unilateral sanc-
tions, Xinhua News Agency
reported. "This reflects our
shared commitment to a just
and fair global order, where the
principles of sovereign equal-
ity, non-interference in the in-
ternal affairs and the sovereign
right of every country to chart
its own destiny are respected,”
said Mnangagwa.

He called for increased re-

gional integration, saying
SADC and the Common Mar-
ket for Eastern and Southern
Africa offered opportunities to
improve regional connectivity
and strengthen cooperation in
trade, industry, agriculture, en-
ergy and infrastructure.

Mnangagwa said Zimbabwe
would broaden internation-
al partnerships and deepen
regional integration to drive
economic transformation,
while pursuing diplomatic and
domestic measures to lift sanc-
tions and boost industrial com-
petitiveness.

He also reaffirmed Zimba-
bwe's commitment to multi-
lateralism, international coop-
eration, and the peaceful reso-
lution of conflicts. The United
States enacted the Zimbabwe
Democracy and Economic Re-
covery Act in December 2001,
restricting its support for mul-
tilateral financial assistance to
Zimbabwe.

Bldesh reports 2,249 new dengue cases, seven deaths in past 24 hours

DHAKA

As many as 2,249 dengue cas-
es have been reported in Ban-
gladesh in the past 24 hours
till Sunday morning, the
highest single-day tally so far
in 2026, local media reported.

As many as seven people
died due to dengue in Bangla-
desh during the same period,
according to the Directorate
General of Health Services
(DGHS).

The latest figures raised the
total number of dengue cases
to 123,948, and the death toll
rose to 384 in 2026, the Unit-
ed News of Bangladesh (UNB)
reported.

The new fatalities report-
ed include two each in Dha-
ka North City Corporation
(DNCC) area and Mymens-
ingh division, while one each

was reported in Dhaka South

City Corporation (DSCC)
area, Khulna, and Rajshahi

divisions. Among the total
number of dengue-related
fatalities reported in Bangla-

desh, 52.8 per cent were fe-
male while 47.2 per cent were
male.

As many as 117,400 dengue
patients have been discharged
from hospitals in Bangladesh
after recovering from the dis-
ease, according to the DGHS,
the UNB reported.

Bangladesh’s State Min-
ister for Fisheries and Live-
stock Sultan Salauddin Tuku
had, last month, warned that
the dengue situation in Dha-
ka and other districts could
worsen further in the coming
months, urging people to stay
alert.

"The risk of dengue may in-
crease further in the coming
months, so everyone needs
to become aware from now,"
Tuku said, as per UNB.

Meanwhile, health experts
attributed the rising dengue
deaths to delayed hospitalisa-
tion, inappropriate treatment,
and the heightened vulner-

ability of high-risk groups,
with many patients seeking
testing and medical care only
after their condition turns

critical, Bangladesh's The
Daily Star reported.
Dhaka's Shaheed

Suhrawardy Medical College
Hospital Associate Profes-
sor H.M. Nazmul Ahsan said
that the recent spike in den-
gue deaths is largely a conse-
quence of the rapid increase
in infections nationwide.

According to Ahsan, three
broad sets of factors are be-
hind the fatalities: viral fac-
tors, patient-related vulnera-
bilities, and treatment-related
complications. Public health
expert Mushtuq Husain
called for strengthening den-
gue care through a three-tier
system of primary, secondary
and tertiary healthcare.
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Instrument of
Accession Signed by
Maharaja Hari Singh

©

ACCESSION  ~

(On the occasion of “J
& K Accession Day”
on 26 October)

Hari

e Maharaja
Singh of Jammu -
Kashmir princely state

signed the historic Instru-
ment of Accession, a legal
document that ceded J & K to
the Dominion of India on 26
October 1947. During Indian
Independence from British
colonial rulers, India was
headed towards a ‘two na-
tion’ split, a horrible pain ex-
perienced by common public
of both sides viz., India and
Pakistan. During that short
period around 570 princely
states across India’s length
and breadth were given op-
tion to choose to merge with
India or Pak. By 15 Aug 1947
over 560 states joined India
leaving ~ Jammu-Kashmir,
Hyderabad and Junagadh
didn’t join either side. Ma-
haraja Hari Singh signed a
standstill agreement with
Pak but there was no agree-
ment with India. The J & K
Accession Day was observed
on 26 October as Accession
Day involving rallies, cultural
activities, bursting fire crack-
ers, singing national anthem
by foisting national flag.

Instrument of
Accession Signed hy
Hari Singh:

In October 1947, the Paki-
stani Pashtun tribes invaded
Kashmir to take it by force
resulting in the law and or-
der problem in the state. On
October 26, 1947 more than
11,000 people from Baramul-
laregion were killed by invad-
ers. Then Hari Singh came
down and approached the
then Indian Government’s
intervention to stop the
atrocities of invaders. Indian

DAY

government told Hari Singh
to merge in India so that they
can attack invaders. On 26
October 1947, the Instrument
of Accession was signed by
Hari Singh and attacked the
invaders within two weeks.
From that day onwards J & K
has become an integral part
of India. The Instrument of
Accession was refused by
Pakistan and started war
like situation. This issue was
raised in UN in 1948 on the
advice of Lord Mountbatten.
A ceasefire agreement was
accepted both sides on 01 Jan
1949 with Line of Control de-
cided. 2/3rd of state was un-
der India whereas 1/3rd was
with Pakistan in the areas of
Gilgit and Baltistan were ac-
cupied by them.

Now J & Kiis UT

J & K is now a UT of India
revoked the special status
granted to the state under
370 Articles. Even now the
Pakistani government, mili-
tants raise slogans in favour
of their beliefs towards J & K.
Since muslim domination is
more in J & K, the word of ad-
vice by Hari Singh was reject-
ed by Pak army and the same
Kashmir issue was raised
by Pakistan time and again.
Now the Kashmir being an
Indian UT, is facing tremen-
dous militant operations,
Pakistani army unnecessary
involvements to destabilise
India to the extent possible,
but they were ably answered
by Indian defence forces time
and again.

Let the Jammu - Kashmir
be the beautiful blob on the
forehead of Mother India for
ever.

- Capt Dr Madhusud-
han Reddy Burra
Principal (Rtd)
(9949700037).

Nepal plans flood warning
systems, glacial lake
mitigation after deadly floods

KATHMANDU

The Nepali government plans
to expand flood early warning
systems across six major river
basins and lower water levels
in four high-risk glacial lakes
following devastating floods
on August 26. The initiatives
are part of efforts to strength-
en disaster preparedness
amid growing climate-related
risks in the Himalayan region.

The recent floods claimed
around 1,500 lives, while
more than 5,000 people re-
main missing. They also
caused damage to physical
assets worth $1.81 billion,
according to the Nepali gov-
ernment's preliminary Rapid
Damage and Needs Assess-
ment (RDNA).

The floods in the Bhote-
koshi and Trishuli river ba-
sins caused extensive damage
to hydropower projects, solar
energy facilities, electricity
transmission infrastructure
and transport networks, with
the energy sector, particularly
hydropower projects, among
the hardest hit. According to a
government white paper, the
centre will install flood early
warning systems across six
river basins under the Priority
River Basin Flood Risk Man-
agement Project, which runs
from 2022 to 2028, with an
investment of $7.54 million.

The six river basins covered
by the project are Mawa-Ratu-
wa, Bakraha, Lakhandehi,
East Rapti, West Rapti and

Mohana-Khutiya.

The centre will also pro-
vide round-the-clock flood
forecasting and early warn-
ing services from mid-May
to mid-October, covering the
country's main monsoon sea-
son, according to the white
paper. In recent years, rising
temperatures have acceler-
ated glacier melting in the
Himalayas, raising concerns
about glacial lake instability,
avalanches and potential-
ly destructive downstream
floods.

The Nepali government
also plans to implement the
Glacial Lake Outburst Flood
(GLOF) Sanjeevani Project,
which aims to lower water
levels in four high-risk gla-
cial lakes: Thulagi in Manang
district, Lower Barun in
Sankhuwasabha district, and
Lumding Tsho and Hongu-2
in Solukhumbu district.

The project is scheduled to
run from 2026 to 2033, with
an estimated budget of $49.9
million. Nepal has previously
lowered water levels in Tsho
Rolpa in Dolakha district and
Imja Lake in Solukhumbu
district to mitigate the risk of
glacial lake outburst floods.

Likewise, the Department
of Hydrology and Meteorol-
ogy, another government
agency, plans to prioritise ar-
tificial intelligence, machine
learning and high-perfor-
mance computing systems
to improve the accuracy and
reliability of forecasts.
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Al could create
$2.5 trillion in
annual value
globally: Report

NEW DELHI, OCT 25

rtificial  intelligence

AI) has the potential
to generate $2.52 trillion
in annual economic value
worldwide by automating
and enhancing existing
work processes, but rising
deployment costs could
significantly reduce those
benefits, according to a
new report by consulting
firm McKinsey.

The report, titled The
AI Value Curve: The Eco-
nomics of Applying Al to
Existing Work, highlights
a growing disconnect be-
tween the rapid adoption
of AI technologies and the
economic value organi-
sations are actually able
to capture. According to
the study, many compa-
nies are prioritising Al
implementation  without
adequately evaluating
whether the technology
is delivering sufficient re-
turns on investment.

McKinsey  estimated
that a 30 per cent increase
in the effective cost of Al
deployment could erase
as much as $850 billion
in annual economic val-
ue. Under such a scenario,
the technology's projected
global impact would de-
cline from $2.52 trillion to
$1.67 trillion per year.

In the United States, the
report found that annual
economic value generated
by AI could fall from $960
billion to $640 billion
if costs rise by a similar
margin. McKinsey noted
that these figures repre-
sent a modelled scenario
rather than a prediction of
future outcomes. The find-
ings come at a time when
businesses are spending
heavily on AI infrastruc-
ture, software platforms
and automation technolo-
gies. The report estimated
that global investments in
Al infrastructure could
reach approximately $7
trillion by 2030, requir-
ing annual profit pools of
around $760 billion to jus-
tify those expenditures.
Among industries, finan-
cial services emerged as
the sector with the highest
potential gains from AI
adoption, with estimated
annual economic benefits
of $530 billion. The edu-
cation sector ranked sec-
ond, with potential gains
of $410 billion, followed
by technology, media and
telecommunications at
$360 billion. Healthcare
could generate an estimat-
ed $310 billion in annual
value through Al-enabled
applications.

Medicover Hospital Organises 10-Km Cyclothon
to Promote Breast Cancer Awareness

‘Pedal Against Cancer’ Initiative Marks Pink October at Financial District, Hyderabad

HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 25,
2026

With the aim of rais-
ing awareness about
breast cancer and highlight-
ing the importance of early
detection, Medicover Cancer
Institute, Financial District,
in association with the Bike-
0O-Holics Cycling Community,
organised a 10-km cyclothon
on Sunday as part of Pink
October. The initiative was
held under the theme ‘Pedal
Against Cancer’ to encourage
public awareness and pro-
mote a healthier lifestyle. The
cyclothon commenced at 5:30
AM, with Ms. Dasyam Geetha
Bhaskar attending as the chief
guest. The event brought to-
gether healthcare profession-
als and cycling enthusiasts to
spread the message of breast
cancer awareness, early de-
tection and timely medical
consultation. During the pro-

Get your scan done. _Live life with confidence.

gramme, participants were
encouraged to recognise the
warning signs of breast can-
cer and seek medical advice
without delay if they noticed
any unusual changes in their
breasts. Doctors emphasised
that regular screening, based
on age, individual risk factors
and medical advice, plays a vi-
tal role in the early detection
of breast cancer. They also
highlighted that early diagno-

sis and timely treatment can
significantly improve treat-
ment outcomes.

The ‘Pedal Against Cancer’
initiative also expressed soli-
darity with those battling can-
cer and aimed to encourage
people to overcome fear and
misconceptions surrounding
the disease. Through this in-
itiative, Medicover reiterated
the importance of preventive
healthcare, awareness and

early diagnosis in the fight
against breast cancer.

Cyclothon Route: The ride
began at Medicover Hospi-
tals, Financial District, and
proceeded via GT Reddy Cir-
cle, Nanakramguda Circle,
Narsingi Service Road, ORR
Service Road and Wipro Cir-
cle before returning to Medi-
cover Hospitals, Financial
District, where it concluded.
The programme was attended
by oncologists Dr. Prithvi Raj,
Dr. Kavitha Naragoni and Dr.
Ravi Krishna Madala, along
with Dr. Swaroop and Shar-
ath Chandra, Centre Heads,
as well as other doctors
and members of the cycling
community. Through initia-
tives such as this cyclothon,
Medicover Cancer Institute
continues to promote cancer
awareness, emphasise the
importance of early detection
and encourage people to adopt
healthier lifestyles.

Budget outlay hiked 10-fold to

Bhubaneswar, Oct 25: The
budgetary outlay for the urban
sector has grown 10-fold post-
2014 with the launch of concerted
efforts through several large mis-
sions like Smart Cities, AMRUT,
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana,
Swachh Bharat, and the Urban
Livelihoods Mission to acceler-
ate development in Indian cities,
NITI Aayog member Rajiv Gau-
ba said on Sunday. Huge invest-

ments of about Rs 3.7 lakh crore
have also been made in metro
rail and bus systems. Addressing
the valedictory session of the 2nd
National Urban Conclave, Gauba,
a former Cabinet Secretary, out-
lined NITI Aayog’s growth hub
initiative, pointing to the Rs 1
lakh crore Urban Challenge Fund
announced in the 2025-26 budget
to develop cities as growth hubs,
and this year’s budget allocation

of Rs 5,000 crore each for 7 city
economic regions over five years.
He underscored that having em-
powered city governments, in the
true sense of the term, is essential
to improve service delivery and
ensure effective citizen partici-
pation. Referring to the report
'Moving Towards Effective City
Governance', jointly developed
by NITI Aayog and the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs

(MoHUA), he called for cities to
have directly elected mayors with
5-year terms, introduce a May-
or-in-Council system and ensure
timely municipal elections. He
emphasised the need for states to
devolve all 18 functions to urban
local bodies in line with the 74th
Amendment, including master
planning, water supply, fire ser-
vices, and traffic. He stressed
that cities cannot be effectively

IndiGo to move 12 international flights to
Navi Mumbai, free up Mumbai airport

The phased move will
cover all its existing
services from CSMIA to
Bahrain, Riyadh, Dam-
mam, Jeddah, Madinah,
Kuwait, Ras Al Khaimah,
Fujairah, Muscat, Dhaka
and Jakarta.

ndiGo plans to shift 12 dai-

ly international departures
from Mumbai’s Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Internation-
al Airport (CSMIA) to Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port from February 2027,
after a broader transfer plan
was deferred following op-
position from airlines. The
phased move will cover all
its existing services from
CSMIA to Bahrain, Riyadh,
Dammam, Jeddah, Madinah,
Kuwait, Ras Al Khaimah, Fu-
jairah, Muscat, Dhaka and Ja-
karta. A new daily Kathman-
du service will take IndiGo’s
international network at Navi
Mumbai to 12 destinations
between February and July
2027, the airline and Adani
Airport Holdings Limited
(AAHL) said in a joint state-
ment. Some domestic flights
will also shift to provide con-
nections for international

passengers. The companies
are finalising arrangements
for transfers between domes-
tic and international services.

Final dates and schedules
will be announced once co-
ordination is complete and
operating approvals are se-
cured. The transfer will free
up capacity at CSMIA for In-
diGo to launch international
services across Asia, Africa
and Europe in 2027 using
its expanding A320, A321
and A321XLR fleet, the joint
statement said. Shifting some
domestic flights will also help
accommodate capacity cuts
needed for the redevelopment
of Terminal 1 by 2030, it add-
ed.

EARLIER TRANSFER

PLAN WAS DEFERRED

Mumbai International Air-
port Limited (MIAL), which
operates CSMIA, had pro-
posed moving 265 of its 770
weekly international depar-
tures to Navi Mumbai from
October 25, affecting around
46 airlines.

The shift was intended to
ease congestion at CSMIA
and free up capacity for the
redevelopment of its ageing
Terminal 1. Airlines raised
concerns over passenger
convenience, schedules, ca-
pacity and consultation. The
Civil Aviation Ministry asked
MIAL to defer the move and
work out an agreed transi-
tion. On October 13, MIAL
said existing international
flight allocations would re-
main unchanged through the

winter schedule, which ends
on March 27, 2027. Subse-
quent transfers would follow
consultations with individual
airlines, it added.

NAVI MUMBALI OP-
ERATIONS BEGAN IN
DECEMBER 2025

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated Phase 1 of
Navi Mumbai International
Airport in October 2025. It
was built at a cost of around
Rs 19,650 crore. Commercial
operations began on Decem-
ber 25, 2025, with IndiGo
operating the first arrival
from Bengaluru and first de-
parture to Hyderabad. Inter-
national flights began on July
15, 2026, with an Air India
Express service to Abu Dhabi.

The airport’s planned lay-
out includes four terminals
and two parallel runways,
with an Automated People
Mover connecting the termi-
nals. It also includes storage
infrastructure for sustaina-
ble aviation fuel. The Adani
Group controls both airports.
AAHL owns 74 per cent of
MIAL, which in turn holds
a 74 per cent stake in Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port Limited.

What

The IMF raised India's
FY27 growth forecast
to 7% from 6.4% after

stronger-than-expected
economic activity, but
risks from the Middle
East conflict, energy
prices, tighter global
financial conditions,

Al-related uncertainty
and adverse weather

could threaten the out-

look, said IMF's Krishna
Srinivasan.

he International Monetary

Fund (IMF) has raised In-
dia's FY27 growth forecast to
7% from 6.4%, offering rea-
son for optimism, but the road
ahead is far from free of risks.
An energy crisis triggered by
disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz that shows no signs
of easing, a rupee under pres-
sure, rising borrowing costs,
uncertainty over the AT boom
and the threat of El Nino could
all complicate India's growth
outlook. But, the real danger,
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FPI selling stands at Rs 53,337 crore in
Oct so far amid elevated crude 011 prices

NEW DELHI, OCT 25

s long as Brent crude re-
ains above $100 a bar-

rel, there will be pressures
on the economy and the
foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) are likely to sell the
dip, analysts said on Sunday.
The total FPI selling in Octo-
ber stands at Rs 53,337 crore
so far, and the net FPI invest-
ment through the IPO mar-
ket during this period stands
at Rs 5,281 crore. “The total
FPI selling through the ex-
changes for this year stood
at Rs 3,69,164 crore,” said
Dr VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geo-
jit Investments Ltd. On the
flows front, FIIs remained
net sellers for the 1oth
straight week. For the week
ended October 23, FIIs sig-
nificantly reduced their sell-
ing and even turned buyers
on two days. The moderation
in US bond yields with the
10-year yield declining from

governed from state capitals and
city governments must have the
authority and institutional capac-
ity to respond to local needs. This
alone will ensure meaningful citi-
zen participation. Gauba said that
municipal revenues remain low
and called for improving proper-
ty tax and user-charge recovery.
He pointed out that while Cen-
tral Finance Commission grants
to ULBs have more than doubled

5.36 per cent to around 5 per

give big push to urban sector: Top official
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cent, appreciation in the ru-
pee to 94.94 to the dollar and
the low valuations, particu-
larly of the large-caps, con-
tributed to the moderation
in FII selling. Going ahead,
the steady moderation in FII
selling offers some comfort,
though elevated crude and
sharp broader-market weak-
ness keep the downside risk
alive. A significant market
trend during the week was
the sharp correction in the
mid-and small-caps. The
Nifty Mid-cap 100 plunged
5.6 per cent and the Nifty
Small-cap 100 crashed 7.3

the previous allocation, with their
share increasing to 45 per cent
from 36 per cent, fund devolu-
tion from states to cities remains
low. He said that State Finance
Commissions should be regularly
constituted and that adequate fis-
cal transfer to urban local bodies
must be ensured.

Addressing urban planning and
housing, Gauba highlighted the
need to overhaul the current

per cent during the week
while the Nifty 50 was rela-
tively resilient with a cut of
only 2.35 per cent. Forced
liquidation in the mar-
gin-funded long positions
in the broader market is ru-
moured to have triggered the
crash in the broader market,
said analysts. The resilience
of the large-caps is mainly
due to the accumulation of
the fairly valued large-caps
by the DIIs which are flush
with funds. The high crude
prices is acting as a strong
headwind for the economy
and market, said analysts.

planning paradigm. He called
for reforms to remove restric-
tive FARs and building norms
that constrain land supply and
drive up costs for residential and
commercial users. He stressed
the need for adoption of mixed-
use zoning, development around
transit hubs and land pooling to
increase land supply and reduce
costs for housing as well as for
economic activities.

FM Sitharaman; UPI Handles
Nearly 80 Crore Transactions Daily

NEW DELHI, OCT 25

ndia's Unified Payments

Interface (UPI) has be-
come the world's largest
real-time payment sys-
tem, processing more than
2,400 crore transactions a
month, or nearly 80 crore
transactions every day, Un-
ion Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said on
Sunday.

Addressing the inaugu-
ration of the Reserve Bank
of India's Greenfield Data
Centre and Training In-
stitute by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Khord-
ha, Odisha, FM Sitharaman
said UPI's annual transac-
tion volume has increased
around 13,000 times since
2016-17.

She noted that the plat-
form now processes more
than 2,400 crore trans-
actions in a single month,
equivalent to nearly 8o
crore transactions every
day, underscoring the scale
and adoption of India's dig-
ital payments infrastruc-
ture. "UPI has become the
world's largest real-time
payment system. Its annu-
al transaction volume has

grown around 13,000 times
since 2016-17, and it now
handles over 2,400 crore

transactions in a single
month, or nearly 80 crore
transactions every day,"
the finance minister noted.
The finance minister said
the rapid growth of UPI
has helped foster a vibrant
fintech ecosystem that is
bringing credit, insurance
and investment opportuni-
ties to millions of first-time
users across the country.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of digital infrastruc-
ture, FM Sitharaman de-
scribed data centres as the
"vaults of the digital age"

and said the government
has taken several measures
to boost the sector. "The
vibrant fintech ecosystem
built on these initiatives is
bringing credit, insurance
and investment opportu-
nities to first-time users. A
data centre is the vault of
the digital age," FM Sithar-
aman noted. She pointed
out that data centres were
granted infrastructure
status in 2022, while the
Union Budget 2026-27 an-
nounced a tax holiday for
foreign companies provid-
ing global cloud services
from data centres located
in India. According to FM
Sitharaman, the newly in-
augurated RBI facility will
further strengthen India's
domestic digital infrastruc-
ture and support systems
that form the backbone of
the country's payments
architecture. "This cam-
pus will house the Reserve
Bank's mission-critical sys-
tems, including RTGS and
NEFT. The training insti-
tute, with its own research
wing, will build expertise
in cybersecurity, artificial
intelligence and data cen-
tres," the minister noted.

Could Derail India’s 7% Growth Outlook?

IMF Asia chief Krishna Srini-
vasan said, is when these risks
converge. "The biggest worry
is if all of these come together,
the confluence of risks come
together, that can have a sig-
nificant bearing on prospects
for India and for the region,"
Krishna Srinivasan, Director
of the IMF's Asia and Pacific
Department said in an ex-
clusive interview with India
Today. The IMF revised its
forecast after India's econom-
ic performance in FY26-27
exceeded expectations, with
the Fund projecting medi-
um-term growth at around
6.9%. However, Srinivasan
cautioned that sustaining this
momentum would depend on
how India navigates mount-
ing global uncertainties, par-
ticularly the prolonged energy
shock and its impact on infla-
tion and growth. "The energy
shock is likely to get worse
before it gets better," Srini-
vasan added. For India, which
relies heavily on imported en-

ergy, a prolonged disruption
could fuel domestic inflation,

weaken external balances
and weigh on growth. Higher
energy costs can erode house-
hold purchasing power, raise
production expenses for busi-
nesses and complicate the task
of containing inflation.

At the same time, allowing
inflation to remain elevated
can undermine growth over
the longer term. Srinivasan
said central banks must re-
spond proactively to rising
price pressures, with price
stability remaining their pri-

mary objective. "The over-
arching objective of central
banks should be on price sta-
bility," he said, adding that
policymakers must remain
agile as inflationary pressures
build. The IMF Asia chief also
highlighted the pressure on
Asia, which remains heavily
dependent on imported oil and
gas, with energy consumption
accounting for around 4%
of the region's GDP, roughly
twice the share in the Europe-
an Union.

DIVERSIFICATION OF

ENERGY NEEDS VERY

IMPORTANT: IMF’S
SRINIVASAN

India has already diversi-
fied its energy import sourc-
es, Srinivasan noted. But the
room to absorb higher costs
through fiscal measures is
not unlimited. "Fiscal buffers
are thinning, not just in India,
but across the region, because
of the shocks we've had back
to back," he said. The longer
the disruption in the Hormuz

continues, the harder it could
become for the government to
prevent international price in-
creases from feeding into do-
mestic fuel costs.The longer-
term response, he argued,
must go beyond managing the
immediate crisis. India and
other Asian economies need
to diversify their sources of
energy, reduce their depend-
ence on fossil fuels and im-
prove energy efficiency. "This
shock has clearly underscored
the need for diversification of
your, you know, where you im-
port from, and also to reduce
your energy intensity," he said.
IMF ASIA CHIEF ON
WEAKENING RUPEE
While answering a question
on the weakening rupee, Srin-
ivasan said the energy shock, a
stronger US dollar and capital
outflows were adding to the
pressure. He said the rupee
should be allowed to adjust,
with the central bank stepping
in if its fall pushes up inflation
or markets become unstable.

“The rupee should be the first
line of defence, allowing it to
move to reflect the shock is im-
portant,” he said. “If the rupee
depreciates, and it has passed
through inflation, then mon-
etary policy should respond
accordingly,” Srinivasan add-
ed. He also stressed that the
focus should be on protecting
people rather than defending
the currency at all costs.

IMF’S SRINIVASAN ON
INDIA’S RECENT TRADE

DEALS

With global trade restric-
tions tripling between 2019
and 2025, Srinivasan wel-
comed India's trade agree-
ments with the European
Union and the UK as a way
to diversify trade and in-
vestment. “I think it's a very
important step. I think it's a
much needed step,” he said.
He also highlighted that the
IMF estimates that deeper
trade integration within Asia
could raise the region's GDP
by around 2%. Srinivasan said

India’s trade deals could open
up new avenues for trade and
investment, but stressed that
more reforms were needed
to attract foreign capital. He
pointed to the need for labour
and land reforms, an easier
business environment and
steps to reverse the decline in
net foreign direct investment.
“A lot of reforms are needed,
not just in the near term, but
which will actually attract
investment and so that it can
boost growth over the medi-
um term or medium to long
term,” he said.

‘A1 BOOM CARRIES
BOTH OPPORTUNITY
AND RISKS’

Responding to an IMF anal-
ysis of 19 Asian economies,
which found that labour de-
mand in Al-exposed sectors
fell by around 10% relative to
other sectors after ChatGPT's
launch, Srinivasan said the
decline had since stabilised,
while demand for AI skills
continued to rise. “In India, if

you look at the services sector,
the GCC and so on, there's ac-
tually been a rise in jobs,” he
said. He stressed the need to
reskill workers to help them
adapt to changing job require-
ments. “The point is that, you
know, skills, it's very impor-
tant that, you know, the work-
ers are well retooled. They
are skilled to adapt to this
change,” he said.
EL NINO ADDS TO
GROWTH RISKS

El Nino poses another risk
to India's growth outlook, par-
ticularly if adverse weather
hits agriculture and pushes up
food prices. Srinivasan said
its impact across Asia could
vary, bringing drought, ex-
cessive rainfall or higher tem-
peratures. “If El Nino signifi-
cantly affects agriculture, it
could weigh on growth, given
India's continued dependence
on the sector,” he said, adding
that a severe impact on agri-
culture could add to inflation-

ary pressures.
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Indian Community in
Germany Expands Rapidly
The Indian community in Ger-

many has grown considerably
over the past decade, establishing
a stronger presence in the coun-
try’s academic, professional and
business sectors. According to

in the country. One student de-
scribed the process of obtaining a
post-study work visa as relatively
straightforward, while empha-
sising the importance of learning
German to enter the professional
workforce. Residence and employ-
ment rules can change, and eligi-

Germany has emerged as one of
the leading destinations for Indian
students seeking quality higher
education, advanced research
facilities and international career
opportunities. The country’s
expanding Indian community,

there. According to Indian
Ambassador to Germany Ajit
Vinayak Gupte, approximate-

ly 70,000 Indian students are
currently studying in Germany,
reflecting the growing educational
and professional links between

become increasingly attractive to
young Indians. The availability of
diverse academic programmes,
comparatively low tuition fees

at public universities, research
funding and opportunities for
employment after graduation are

es in India-Europe relations. As
Germany looks for skilled work-
ers to address demographic and
labour-market challenges, Indian
students are finding opportunities
to combine higher education with
professional experience. At the

Ambassador Gupte, the Indian di-
aspora has expanded particularly
rapidly during the past six to sev-
en years. The Indian community
in Germany currently numbers
approximately 3,32,000 people,
while another 70,000 people of
Indian origin have acquired Ger-
man citizenship, the ambassador
said. These figures demonstrate
the increasing social and econom-
ic connections between India and
Germany. The scale of the change
becomes more apparent when com-
pared with earlier figures. In 2014,
the Indian community in Germany
numbered around 50,000, accord-
ing to Gupte. The subsequent in-
crease reflects migration for higher
education, employment, research
and business, alongside the settle-
ment of families and professionals.
The ambassador said more than
60,000 Indians had moved to Ger-
many annually over the previous
two years. Many of these arrivals
were young people who initially
travelled to pursue university ed-
ucation and subsequently found
employment in the country. For
many Indian students, studying
abroad is no longer viewed exclu-
sively as an academic experience.
It is also an opportunity to acquire
international qualifications, gain
exposure to advanced technolo-
gies and develop professional net-
works that can support long-term
career growth. Germany's indus-
trial base, internationally recog-
nised universities and demand
for specialised skills have helped
strengthen its appeal. The country
offers opportunities in engineer-
ing, information technology, man-
ufacturing, scientific research and
several other fields in which Indian
students and professionals have
established a growing presence.
Indian Student Numbers
Reach 70,000

The expansion of the Indian
student population has become
one of the most visible aspects of
India-Germany relations. Accord-
ing to Gupte, the number of Indian
students studying in Germany has
increased substantially in recent
years. Approximately six years ago,
Germany hosted around 25,000
Indian students. That figure had
doubled to approximately 50,000
by 2024, before reaching nearly
70,000 in the latest figures cited by
the ambassador. This growth re-
flects a combination of education-
al, financial and professional con-
siderations. Indian students are
increasingly comparing interna-
tional study destinations not only
on the basis of university rankings
but also by examining tuition fees,
living expenses, access to research

relatively affordable university
education and demand for skilled
professionals have contributed to
a steady rise in the number of In-
dians choosing to study and work

Germany-India Investment
Relations Gain Momentum

Education and migration are
only part of the growing relation-
ship between India and Germany.
Investment, trade and industrial
cooperation have also become im-
portant areas of engagement.

Gupte described Germany as
a significant investor in India and
highlighted efforts to strengthen
business links between the two
economies. According to Indian
statistics cited by the ambassador,
German investment in India has
reached approximately $15 billion.
German figures place the total at
around $28 billion when reinvest-
ed earnings are included. The dif-
ference between the figures reflects
the accounting methods used to
measure investment flows and ac-
cumulated investment. Reinvested
earnings, in particular, can affect
the overall totals reported by dif-
ferent statistical systems. The am-
bassador said the Indian Embassy
had organised numerous events
over the previous two years to en-
courage greater business engage-
ment. He noted that international
companies increasingly view India
as a rapidly growing economy with
an expanding middle class and
a large consumer market. These
characteristics have attracted in-
terest from businesses seeking
new customers, manufacturing
opportunities and partnerships in
emerging industries. German com-
panies have announced investment
decisions worth approximately
$7.4 Dillion over the previous two
years, according to Gupte. The in-
vestments are expected to flow into
India over the coming years, with a
significant portion already having
arrived, he said. The actual pace of
investment will depend on project
implementation, business con-
ditions, regulatory requirements
and market demand. Neverthe-
less, the announcements indicate
the potential for further economic
cooperation. Gupte also suggested
that the proposed India-European
Union Free Trade Agreement could
improve investment prospects
once it comes into effect. Such an
agreement could influence market
access and trade conditions, al-
though its eventual effects would
depend on the terms and imple-
mentation arrangements. Indian
businesses have also expanded
their presence in Germany.

the two countries.

facilities and employment oppor-
tunities after graduation. Germany
offers a broad selection of academ-
ic programmes, including courses
in engineering, computer science,
natural sciences, management and
other specialised disciplines. Its
universities and research institu-
tions have established internation-
al reputations in several technical
and scientific fields. For students
seeking advanced qualifications,
the opportunity to study in an en-
vironment closely connected with
industrial research and techno-
logical development is particularly
attractive. Germany's manufactur-
ing sector, engineering companies
and research institutions also pro-
vide opportunities to understand
how academic knowledge can be
applied to practical problems. The
increase in student numbers has
therefore become part of a wider
relationship involving education,
skilled migration and economic
cooperation. However, the growing
popularity of Germany also means
prospective students must careful-
ly assess admission requirements,
language expectations, accommo-
dation costs and the availability of
suitable programmes before mak-
ing a decision.
Affordable Tuition Fees Make
Germany Attractive

One of the most important fac-
tors attracting Indian students is
the relatively low cost of tuition
at many German public universi-
ties. According to Gupte, tuition
fees at some state universities can
be as low as 750 euros per semes-
ter, amounting to approximately
1,500 euros annually. This can
make higher education in Germa-
ny considerably more affordable
than programmes at many private
institutions and universities in
other popular international desti-
nations. The precise cost depends
on the university, programme and
state. Some institutions charge
additional fees, and certain pro-
grammes or locations may have
different tuition arrangements.
Students must therefore verify the
latest fee structure of their cho-
sen university rather than assume
that every course is tuition-free or
available at the same price.

Nevertheless, the availability
of low-cost public university ed-
ucation remains a significant ad-
vantage for students who want an
international qualification without
taking on excessive tuition-related

In an interview with NDTV, Gupte
highlighted the rapid expansion of
the Indian diaspora in Germany
and explained why the country has

among the major factors driving

this trend.

financial commitments. Affordable
tuition does not eliminate all ex-
penses. Students must still budget
for accommodation, food, trans-
portation, health insurance, se-
mester contributions and other liv-
ing costs. Housing availability and
rental prices can vary considerably
between cities, making financial
planning an essential part of the
application process. Part-time
employment can help students
manage some of these expenses.
Gupte noted that opportunities to
work while studying contribute to
Germany's attractiveness among
international students. However,
students should not rely entirely
on future part-time earnings to
finance their education. Finding
work can take time, and employ-
ment opportunities depend on
location, language ability, experi-
ence and applicable regulations.
A realistic financial plan remains
important before travelling.
German Language Skills Im-
prove Employment Prospects
Although many universities of-
fer programmes taught in English,
learning German can provide stu-
dents with additional advantages
in the employment market. Gupte
emphasised that German-lan-
guage skills could improve the ca-
reer prospects of Indian graduates.
The ability to communicate in the
local language can help interna-
tional students participate more
fully in university life, interact with
employers and adapt to profession-
al environments. English-taught
courses allow students to pursue
higher education without neces-
sarily having advanced German
proficiency at the beginning. How-
ever, language expectations may
change when students seek intern-
ships, part-time jobs or full-time
|

The growing movement of Indian
students and professionals to Ger-
many also reflects broader chang-

same time, their experiences have

raised questions about how India

employment. Many workplaces
require employees to communicate
with colleagues, customers, suppli-
ers and public institutions in Ger-
man. The level of proficiency need-
ed depends on the industry and the
specific role. Technical positions in
international companies may offer
different language requirements
from jobs involving customer ser-
vice, administration or direct in-
teraction with the public.

Learning German while stud-
ying can therefore make the tran-
sition from university to employ-
ment smoother. It can also help
students build social connections
and understand the country's
workplace culture. The ambassa-
dor linked these opportunities to
Germany's demographic challeng-
es. With an average population
age of around 45 years, as cited by
Gupte, Germany faces pressures
associated with an ageing popu-
lation and the need to maintain a
skilled workforce. Indian gradu-
ates with qualifications in relevant
fields may find opportunities in
sectors seeking trained profes-
sionals. Their prospects, however,
depend on the skills they possess,
employer demand, professional
requirements and the applicable
residence and employment rules.
For students considering a long-
term future in Germany, language
learning and career preparation
can be as important as selecting
the right university course.

Post-Study Employment En-

courages Students to Stay

The possibility of finding em-
ployment after graduation is an-
other important reason Indian stu-
dents choose Germany. Students
interviewed by NDTV said post-
study opportunities influenced
their decisions to pursue education
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can strengthen its own research
ecosystem and encourage talented
scholars to return home.

Research Opportunities

Draw Indian Scholars

Beyond undergraduate and
postgraduate education, Ger-
many has become an important
destination for Indian research-
ers seeking specialised facilities,
funding and opportunities to
work on advanced scientific pro-
jects. Researchers interviewed
by NDTV identified research
infrastructure, access to grants,
academic collaboration and the
possibility of developing new
technologies as major reasons for
choosing German institutions.
Angel Joseph, a postdoctoral re-
searcher at Technische Universi-
tét Berlin, or TU Berlin, highlight-
ed the opportunities available
to researchers at the university.
She said the institution provid-
ed an environment in which re-
searchers could pursue scientific
work, access grants and explore
startup ideas. The combination
of academic research and entre-
preneurship can be particularly
valuable for scholars who want to
move beyond publishing research
papers and develop practical ap-
plications for their work. Univer-
sities that support collaboration
between researchers, industry
partners and entrepreneurs can
help turn scientific discoveries
into technologies, products and
commercial ventures. Such an
environment may also allow re-
searchers to develop professional
networks and explore different
career paths. Other Indian stu-
dents and researchers pointed to
the availability of funding as an
important advantage. When re-
search projects receive adequate
financial support, scholars can
concentrate on their work with-
out facing the same degree of un-
certainty over laboratory access,
equipment and project expenses.
Funding also influences the pace
and quality of scientific research.
Projects involving advanced
equipment, specialised materials
or interdisciplinary collaboration
often require sustained financial
support. Reliable funding can
help researchers plan experi-
ments, recruit research assistants
and complete projects within
defined periods. Germany's re-
search ecosystem, as described
by the students, offers opportuni-
ties to combine academic learning
with practical investigation.

bility depends on an individual's
circumstances and the applicable
regulations. Students should there-
fore consult official German gov-
ernment and immigration sources
for current requirements rather
than rely exclusively on informal
accounts. For many graduates,
however, the prospect of moving
from university into employment
remains a significant attraction. A
student from Kerala, who pursued
a research project in Germany be-
fore continuing with a PhD, said
access to research opportunities
and social security and other ben-
efits available to researchers had
influenced her decision to remain
in the country. Such experiences
illustrate how academic oppor-
tunities can lead to longer-term
professional and personal com-
mitments. Students who develop
expertise in a particular field may
prefer to continue working where
they have access to suitable facil-
ities, established research teams
and opportunities for career pro-
gression. Germany's demographic
pressures may also support de-
mand for skilled workers, although
employment  outcomes  differ
across industries and professions.
International graduates still need
to demonstrate relevant qualifica-
tions, language skills and the com-
petencies employers require. The
decision to remain abroad is there-
fore influenced by a combination of
factors, including career prospects,
research support, living conditions
and personal circumstances.

Can India Attract Researchers

Back Home?

The growing number of Indian
students and researchers abroad
has also renewed discussion about
what India can do to encourage
talented professionals to return.
The students interviewed by NDTV
said they would consider returning
if Indian institutions offered com-
parable research facilities, reliable
funding and stronger professional
opportunities. However, they iden-
tified infrastructure limitations,
lengthy project timelines and diffi-
culties in translating research into
practical outcomes as important ob-
stacles. One student referred to the
Prime Minister's Research Chair
Scheme, which aims to attract dis-
tinguished Indian-origin research-
ers, scientists and professionals
with international research experi-
ence to strengthen higher education
and research in India. The scheme
represents an effort to bring experi-
enced researchers into the country's
academic system. However, the stu-
dent argued that its limited number
of positions and coverage across dis-
ciplines could restrict its reach.



MONDAY | OCTOBER | 26 | 2026
HYDERABAD HEADLINES

RANGAREDDY (HYDERABAD)

Mainpat Titans
produce special 5-2
victory against RR

RAIPUR: Rajdhani Royals suc-
cumbed to yet another defeat
on Sunday, as Pardeep Mor’s
Mainpat Titans thrashed the
opposition 5-2 in the evening
encounter of the Chhattisgarh
Hockey League. This loss has
paved the way for Royals’ early
ouster from the tournament, as
they failed in every department.
Nonetheless, the first quarter
looked flat for the better part

of 15 minutes, where both the
teams were more than happy
to just maneuver the ball in

the midfield and get a rare
circle penetration. But then a
hurried attack towards the end
saw Mainpat create a chance
in the circle, with Manish Vatti
scoring for the first time in the
match. Rajdhani too swung into
action, with Aniket coming in
with an equalizer after being
fed a ball from outside the
circle by Raushan. Surprisingly
enough, about 30 seconds later
Raushan did beat the Titans
keeper Alfaz Khan to score, but
the goal was disallowed, leaving
the forward in utter disbelief.
Mainpat made full use of this
lifeline and struck again when
Sandeep Thakur got a great.

P

STADIUM

Harmanpreet, Deepti, Vaishnavi take
series win over Zimhahwe

VADODARA

Harmanpreet Kaur and Deepti
Sharma struck centuries before
left-arm spinner Vaishnavi Sharma
claimed her maiden four-wicket
haul in international cricket as In-
dia beat Zimbabwe by 121 runs in
the second women’s ODI here at the
BCA Stadium on Sunday to seal the
three-match series 2-0 with a game
to spare.

After Pratika Rawal made 61,
Harmanpreet (126) and Deepti (106
not out) shared a record 153-run
stand for the fifth wicket to power
India to 328/6 after an early wobble.
Zimbabwe made a spirited start in
reply through Modester Mupachik-
wa (49) and Chipo Mugeri-Tiripa-
no (46), but Vaishnavi’s spell in the
middle overs triggered a collapse as
the visitors were bowled out for 207
in 48.5 overs.

Vaishnavi, who came into the
playing eleven in place of the rest-
ed Kranti Gaud, ripped through the
Zimbabwe line-up to finish with
impressive figures of 4-39 from her
10 overs. Deepti then returned in
the death overs to pick up 3-32 and
round off a commanding all-round
display. Apart from Vaishnavi and
Deepti, Jintimani Kalita, Sayali Sat-
ghare and N Sree Charani picked a
scalp each.

After electing to bat first, India
were off to a shaky start. Nomvelo
Sibanda struck in the very first over
when Smriti Mandhana went for an
ill-judged pull off a short, wide de-
livery and was caught at short third.
Sibanda claimed her second scalp
when Shafali Verma (8) pulled one
low towards midwicket, where Nya-
sha Gwanzura held a sharp catch
inches off the ground, a decision up-
held by the TV umpire.

With India at 19/2, Harmanpreet
and Pratika set about repairing the
damage with a 124-run third-wicket
partnership. Harmanpreet looked
in control with her back-foot and

off-side shots, while taking a liking
to Sibanda and Tendai Makusha and
finding the boundary ropes with a
series of crisp drives and cuts. Pra-
tika, who looked pristine, struck
the first six of the match by lofting
Makusha over long-on in the 1oth
over.

The pair brought up India’s hun-
dred in the 16th over, before Pratika
completed her half-century off 57
balls and celebrated by stepping out
to loft Loryn Phiri for a six straight
down the ground. An over later,
Harmanpreet reached her fifty off 51
deliveries.

Zimbabwe’s fielding effort was
also hit by injuries, with Mugeri-Tiri-
pano hurting her right knee and
captain Josephine Nkomo leaving
the field after a diving stop. Nyasha
finally broke the third-wicket stand
in the 23rd over when Pratika, who
was dropped on 59, swept straight
into the hands of deep midwicket.
She made 61 off 67 balls, laced with
four boundaries and two sixes.

Leg-spinner Olinder Chare struck
in the next over, as Tejal Hasabnis
(3) skied a slog-sweep to mid-on.
Harmanpreet, who was dropped on
66 by Nkomo at short midwicket,
and Deepti then steadied the in-

PARIS

nings.

After Harmanpreet cut Nyasha
for four, Deepti cashed in on some
wayward bowling down the leg side,
sweeping repeatedly to the fine-leg
boundary while also cutting and
pulling to race to 45 off 35 balls, with
Harmanpreet unbeaten on 88 off
as many balls at the second drinks
break. Deepti then brought up her
fifty off 37 balls in the 35th over by
sweeping a Sibanda full toss past
square leg.

Harmanpreet, meanwhile, moved
through the nineties with a classy
drive through extra cover off Maku-
sha before completing her century
off 101 balls with a fine sweep off Be-
loved Biza in the 41st over. It was her
eighth ODI hundred, but Harman-
preet kept her celebration low-key -
settling for a handshake with Deepti
as the Indian dressing room rose to
applaud.

Zimbabwe’s woes in the field con-
tinued, with Harmanpreet getting
two more lives. Michelle Mavunga
failed to hold on to a diving chance
at long-on, while Nomvelo spilled a
chance at backward point.

The pair helped India race past
300 in the 46th over before Michelle
finally ended Harmanpreet’s stay by

Reflecting on the final, Sindhu

Anderson to leave Lancashire
after 25 years after club denies
new contract to speedster

NEW DELHI

England and Lancashire legend
James Anderson will be leaving
his boyhood county after he was in-
formed that he won't be offered a new
deal after the end of the 2026 season.
Anderson expressed his disappoint-
ment over the exit, calling that, had
it been up to him, "it wouldn't have
ended like this" as he shared a state-
ment on social media. "I've supported
Lancashire since Iwas akid, and so to
get to play for them for 25 years was a
dream come true.

"T have always found it special
walking out to play at Old Trafford
and have some incredible memories
of doing so, including the honour of
being captain - if it was up to me it
wouldn't have ended like this, but I
wish the players and fans all the best
for the future," Anderson wrote on
his social media. During a meeting
last Monday, Lancashire's incoming
director of cricket Paul Farbrace and
newly appointed chief executive Rich-
ard Kenyon informed Anderson that
he would not be offered a new deal
as they cited that they are looking to
rebuild their firstteam squad. He
had intended to play next season
after putting up strong performanc-
es this season, where he picked 50
wickets at 17.68 and was also named
Lancashire's Championship player
of the year.

Confirming Anderson's depar-
ture, Farbrace hailed the legendary
speedster. "Jimmy is without doubt
the greatest bowler Lancashire

and England have produced. He
has been a fantastic competitor
throughout his career, with ex-
ceptional skill and an unwavering
commitment to setting the highest
standards in every dressing room
he has been part of.

"Following a meeting with Jim-
my and Richard Kenyon at Emir-
ates Old Trafford on Monday 19
October, 1 spoke to Jimmy about
our ambitions to rebuild our men's
squad that is capable of securing
promotion from Division Two of
the County Championship and then
challenging to win Division One
over the next three to four years.

He reasoned that the club is look-
ing to build a new squad and that An-
derson was informed that he won't be
given a contract for the next season.
"We are keen to begin that rebuild
now, both in terms of the playing
squad and the wider professional
cricket set-up, and to make important
progress over the coming months. As
partofthose plans, I informed Jimmy
that we had taken the incredibly diffi-
cult decision not to extend his playing
contract for the 2027 season.

"T would like to thank Jimmy
for everything he has given to Lan-
cashire Cricket over the course of
his career. His contribution to the
Club has been immense, both on
and off the field, and he leaves a
lasting legacy. We have enormous
respect for what he has achieved,
and we will always be proud that he
has represented Lancashire for so
many years," he added.

India’s PV Sindhu said she need-
ed to give her best on every point
against top players after finish-
ing runner-up at the BWF French
Open, where she lost to world No. 1
An Se Young of South Korea in the
women’s singles final here on Sun-
day.

The two-time Olympic medallist
suffered a 21-16, 11-21, 12-21 defeat
against the top seed at the Arena
Grand Paris, missing out on becom-
ing the first Indian woman since
Aparna Popat in 1998 to win the
French Open title.

Sindhu started strongly and
took the opening game 21-16, but
An fought back to win the next
two games and secure the title in
61 minutes. The victory extended
the Korean’s head-to-head record
against Sindhu to 11-0.

said competing against the world’s
best demanded complete concen-
tration and consistency throughout
the match. “When you’re playing
with the top athletes, you have to be
at 100% every single point. I know
it’s not going to be easy, and you
have to fight for every point. That’s
what we were doing,” Sindhu said.

The Indian acknowledged the
challenge of sustaining her level
against a player of An’s quality, add-
ing that the experience would pro-
vide valuable lessons as she looks
to improve her performances in the
coming tournaments.

Despite the defeat, Sindhu re-
mained positive about her recent
form and stressed that she wanted
to raise her level further.

“I'm absolutely looking forward
to much better badminton from
me. I'm happy with this, but I think

luring her into a big hit with a slow-
er, fuller delivery that was caught by
at long-off. Harmanpreet, who hit
15 boundaries in her 121-ball 126,
walked back to a standing ovation
from her teammates.

Her 153-run stand with Deepti is
now India women’s highest partner-
ship for the fifth wicket or lower in
ODIs, eclipsing the 122-run associ-
ation between Sneh Rana and Pooja
Vastrakar against Pakistan in the
2022 ODI World Cup.

Richa Ghosh (7) fell soon after,
holing out to long-on off a Tendai
full toss in the 48th over. Deepti,
however, made sure India finished
strongly. She reached her second
ODI hundred off 83 balls — her first
ton since 2017 - in the final over by
sweeping Tendai between short fine
leg and square leg, and remained
unbeaten on 106 off 86 balls, laced
with 15 boundaries.

The sweep alone fetched her 36
runs, including eight boundaries.
Deepti’s 83-ball century is the fifth
fastest ton by an India women’s bat-
ter in ODIs, and she also became the
first Indian woman to score a hun-
dred at number six or lower, better-
ing Richa’s 94 coming against South
Africa in the 2025 ODI World Cup in
Visakhapatnam.

Zimbabwe made a bright start to
the chase as Modester cracked two
boundaries off the first two balls
from Sayali. The Indian seamers
struggled with their lines early on
as Modester continued to cash in
on anything short or on the pads.
But India struck through spin in the
ninth over when Charani had Loryn
Phiri (6) caught by short midwicket
and end a 38-run opening stand.

Chipo then took the attack to
the spinners, hitting three fours in
a Charani over. She added 69 for
the second wicket with Modester
before Sayali got a breakthrough
in the 23rd over by castling her for
46 through the gate with one that
nipped back in.

. 20th Asian Games
Aichi-Nagoya 2026/
y

there’s a lot of space, a lot of room
still there. So I'm looking forward to
it,” she said.

The runner-up finish marked
Sindhu’s second BWF World Tour

Green surprised by quick recovery, available

for series deci

CAPETOWN

Australia  all-rounder Cameron
Green has admitted he was surprised
by how quickly he has bounced back
from an abdominal muscle tear,
adding the he is now available for
selection for the third and final Test
against South Africa, with the series
currently locked at 1-1.

Green picked up the injury during
the ODI series between the two sides
and has been sidelined since then.
But Green, 27, trained in the nets
ahead of the series decider at the
Newlands Cricket Ground and is
now in contention for selection for
the match starting on Tuesday.

“Pretty surprised with how quick-
ly it’s actually healed, or how func-
tional I feel only a few weeks after.
It was really bizarre. I think there’s
definitely a pretty clear link between
getting hit and then doing the injury.
I think it’s too much of a coincidence
for them not to be related.

“Basically I got hit where you don’t
want to get hit and then two balls lat-
er, I went to play a shot just behind
the wicket — obviously had to length-
en my muscle, and I think my muscle
was pretty keen to not move at that
stage after I got hit.

“It’s quite a unique injury. There
are not many people that have done
the injury and then tried to play a
few weeks later. The (medical staff)

didn’t have much to go off ... (but)
it’s all good to go for the last game,”
Green was quoted as saying by the
ICC on Sunday. Australia won the
opening Test by 214 runs in Durban
before South Africa bounced back in
the second game in Ggeberha to win
by an innings and 31 runs. Green
was part of the Australian side that
lost to South Africa in last year’s
World Test Championship (WTC)
final at Lord’s, where he batted at
number three, and said the experi-
ence had taught him plenty about
the challenge posed by the Prote-
as fast bowling attack. “(Batting at

der against South Africa

three in the WTC final) was a tough
experience for sure. Pretty unique
that you're playing South Africa with
the Dukes ball in England. I think
there’s a lot of good learnings, a lot of
tough learnings.

“Obviously they’re such a quality
bowling line-up that you've got to be
on your game at all times to succeed
against them, regardless of where
you bat. But certainly up the top of
the order is incredibly difficult —
their opening bowlers are so great
with the new ball, you've got to work
really hard, especially at the start,”
he added.

India, New Zealand esports
federations draft MoU during
centenary celebrations

AUCKLAND

The Esports Federation of India
(ESFI) and the New Zealand
Esports Federation Incorporat-
ed (NZ Esports) have drafted a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to strengthen coopera-
tion between the two countries,
with the initiative taking place
during celebrations marking 100
years of sporting ties between
India and New Zealand.

The proposed agreement
aims to establish a framework
for knowledge exchange, shared
learning and practical collabora-
tion between the two federations
and their respective esports
communities, with a focus on
building a long-term partner-
ship. The Indian delegation is
visiting Auckland at the invita-
tion of NZ Esports and the New
Zealand government as part of
the centenary programme, ti-
tled 100 Years of Unity Through
Sport. The MoU proceedings were
attended by NZ Esports General
Secretary Ben Lenihan, CEO Jon-
athan Jansen and Sport NZ repre-
sentative Brent Sheldrake.

Cricket has brought New Zea-
land and India together for gen-
erations. Esports gives us a new
way to build on that connection

Super 750 final of the season. She
won the Japan Open in July, defeat-
ing Japan’s three-time world cham-
pion Akane Yamaguchi in the final
to claim her first BWF title since

out of El Clasico

MADRID

Real Madrid have suffered a ma-
jor setback ahead of El Clasico
against Barcelona, with goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois ruled
out of the La Liga clash due to flu
symptoms. The club confirmed
Courtois’ last-minute withdrawal
in a statement on its official web-
site, adding that goalkeeper Ilya
Voloshyn had joined the squad as
his replacement for the match.
“Thibaut Courtois has been
confirmed as a last-minute ab-
sentee from the Real Madrid ver-
sus Barcelona match, scheduled
for this Sunday evening as part
of the tenth round of the Spanish
league, due to suffering from flu

with the young people of today.
By bringing our players togeth-
er, were creating opportunities
to compete, share our cultures
and build friendships. That’s
what excites me about this rela-
tionship: the chance to strength-
en the connection between our
countries for generations to
come,” said Jansen.

Sheldrake highlighted the role
of international sporting events
in fostering cultural exchange
and building relationships be-
yond competition, saying, “In-
ternational matches like these
create opportunities for people
to connect through a shared pas-
sion for sport and competition.
Bringing players from India and
New Zealand together offers a
chance to learn about each oth-
er’s cultures and build relation-
ships. It is encouraging to see
that emphasis on connection
alongside the competition itself.”

The centenary programme
features several sporting disci-
plines, including cricket, football
and esports. India’s esports con-
tingent is competing in eFoot-
ball and Clash Royale as part of
efforts to strengthen sporting
ties and promote friendship and
mutual learning between the two
nations.

French Open: ‘You have to be at your 100% every single point,

December 2024.

World No. 11 Sindhu reached her
maiden French Open final after
overcoming Japan’s Hina Akechi
21-10, 20-22, 21-16 in the semifi-
nals. Earlier, she survived a tough
opening-round contest against
Thailand’s Supanida Katethong be-
fore beating Japan’s Riko Gunji and
Chiu Pin-chian of Chinese Taipei in
straight games.

An continued her remarkable
season with another title. The
reigning Olympic champion entered
the final with a 65-1 win-loss record
in 2026 and extended her winning
streak to 50 matches with Sunday’s
victory. Sindhu’s run also marked
the 10th time an Indian entry had
reached a BWF World Tour final at a
Super 300 or higher-level event out-
side India this season, surpassing
the previous record of nine finals
setin 2023.

La Liga: Real Madrid's Courtois ruled

against Barcelona

symptoms,” the club said.

With Courtois out, Ukraine
player Andriy Lunin is now ex-
pected to start between the posts
for Real Madrid in the high-pro-
file encounter.

Courtois has made 12 appear-
ances across all competitions
this season, conceding 14 goals
and keeping two clean sheets.
His absence comes at a crucial
stage of the campaign, with Real
Madrid looking to reduce the gap
at the top of the La Liga stand-
ings. The Belgian had earlier
underlined the importance of re-
sponding against Barcelona after
Real Madrid suffered defeats in
some of their recent encounters
with their arch-rivals.

Emirates
FLY BETTER
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Is Kayadu
Lohar replacing
Sreeleela in a
big-budgeted
Tamil film?

reeleela is making inroads into Ta-

uperstar Rajinikanth and Nayan- - b
RAJINIKANTH’S Sthara have shared screen space 4 R
in several films since their first pr y

pairing in “Chandramukhi” in

2005. Two decades later, the popular com-
~ ‘DHARMAN’

bination is coming together once again, with
Nayanthara joining the cast of Rajinikanth’s
upcoming film “Dharman”. The film is being
produced by Kamal Haasan and Mahendran
and directed by Ashwath Marimuthi. The
cast includes Simran, Sreeleela and Raashi
Khanna. While Simran and Raashi Khanna
have reportedly completed most of their por-
tions, Nayanthara joined the shoot today. The
makers officially announced her inclusion
and welcomed her on board. Rajinikanth
recently scored a major success with “Jailer
2” and is now focused on completing “Dhar-

mil cinema. She has acted opposite

Sivakarthikeyan in “Parasakthi”

and Dhanush in “OM”, which is
scheduled to hit theatres shortly. Her name
was also shortlisted for the female lead in
Ajith Kumar’s upcoming film, directed by
Adhik Ravichandran. Many believed that the
film with Ajith would further boost Sreelee-
la’s standing in Tamil cinema. However, the
considerable age gap between the two, with
Ajith being 55 and Sreeleela 25, also drew
attention. Now, reports suggest that the
makers have dropped the idea of casting
Sreeleela. Instead, Kayadu Lohar is said to
be the frontrunner for the female
lead. Kayadu has already gained
popularity among Tamil audienc-
es through her work in Tamil
films. After appearing in Nani’s
upcoming film “The Paradise”, she
has reportedly signed another
Tamil project. She is now said to
be in consideration for Ajith’s
film as well.

Javed Back
RASHMIKA

Veteran lyricist condemns accent-based troll-
ing, while his reference to Rashmika as a Tamil |
actress draws attention

eteran lyricist and screenwriter Javed Akhtar has
come out in support of actress Rashmika Mandan-
na amid online trolling over her South Indian ac-
cent. However, his attempt to defend the actress has
sparked a fresh debate after he referred to her as a Tamil actor.
Rashmika, popularly known as the National Crush, has often
faced criticism over her accent while working in Hindi cinema.
The Kannada actress has built a career across multiple film in-
dustries, including Kannada, Telugu, Tamil and Hindi. The issue
reportedly came into focus during Rashmika's appearance on
Koffee with Karan, where she spoke about the criticism she
faces for her accent. Pointing out the irony of the troll-
ing, she said that being from South India naturally
meant she had a South Indian accent. Supporting
her, Javed Akhtar took to X and criticised those
who mock actors for their pronunciation. He ar-
gued that people who question Rashmika's accent
should first try speaking Tamil themselves, adding
that linguistic superiority and such criticism were
unjustified. |
However, while Akhtar's intention was to stand
up against language-based discrimination, his ref-
erence to Rashmika as a Tamil actress caught
attention. Rashmika hails from Karnataka and
is primarily associated with the Kannada film in-
dustry, although she has worked extensively across
several languages. The mix-up has added another
dimension to the discussion, particularly among

o
s

have previously criticised the actress. What be-
gan as a defence against accent-based trolling
has now triggered a wider conversation about
regional identity, language and the importance of
getting facts right while addressing online prej-
udice. Meanwhile, Rashmika continues to main-
tain a strong presence across Indian cinema, with
her multilingual career reflecting the increasingly
pan-Indian nature of the film industry.

&
sections of Kannada-speaking audiences who = ?’@,‘.\%
#
#
-
&
b
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NAYANTHARA

\ ics between the characters remain

man”, in which he plays a doctor.
Although Sreeleela and Raashi Khan-
na are not paired romantically with
Rajinikanth, the presence of Simran
and Nayanthara has generated in-
terest. Their roles and the dynam-

a point of curiosity. The film also
features Ram Pothineni in a cru-
cial role.

Taapsee
Raises the
Glam
Quotientin
Stunning
New Shoot

Actress turns heads in a
chic, high-fashion look as she
gears up for her upcoming

projects

apsee Pannu is raising
the glamour quotient with
her latest photoshoot,

showcasing a striking blend of el-
egance and contemporary fashion.
The actress looks stunning in an ivo-
ry bustier top featuring a glossy black
peplum waist, paired with a burgundy
patent leather midi skirt. Black pointed
pumps, red-soled stilettos, voluminous
curls, soft pink lips and pearl earrings
complete her polished look. On the pro-
fessional front, Taapsee was recently seen
in Gandhari, an action thriller directed by
Devashish Makhija that premiered on Net-
flix last month. She played Bani, a moth-

er on a desperate search for her missing
daughter. However, the film received a
lukewarm response from viewers, with
reviews pointing to its predictable sto-
ryline and lack of freshness. Looking
ahead, Taapsee is set to appear in the com-
edy Zamana Kya Kahega, which also features
Fardeen Khan and Ammy Virk. Meanwhile,
reports suggest that the actress is in talks for
Aitraaz 2, reportedly being produced by Sub-
hash Ghai. While further details about the
project remain awaited, Taapsee continues to
balance her on-screen assignments with her
growing fashion presence.

Naga Chaitanya Hails
Vrushakarma’ as a Mega Epic

'aga Chaitanya is gearing up for one of the

most ambitious projects of his career with

Vrushakarma, a big-budget visual spectacle

directed by Karthik Dandu. The film recent-
ly grabbed attention after members of the media visited
its specially constructed cave set, which impressed them
with its intricate detailing and realistic design. Directed by
Karthik Dandu and produced by BVSN Prasad in associa-
tion with Sukumar Writings, the film features Meenakshi
Chaudhary as the female lead, with Sparsh Srivastav play-
ing a prominent role. The makers are planning a worldwide
theatrical release on December 4.

Speaking during the media interaction, Karthik Dandu
revealed that the team spent nearly four months discussing
and developing miniature models before finalising the set
designs. Every element was reportedly planned to strength-

en the film’s emotional depthand build intrigue among au-
diences. The director also credited Chaitanya for placing his
trust in the vision and contributing valuable inputs to en-
hance the cinematic experience. Karthik further described
Vrushakarma as a plot-driven film, adding that Chaitanya’s
character would leave a lasting impression on viewers.

Chaitanya, meanwhile, stressed the importance of creat-
ing authentic cinematic experiences rather than relying en-
tirely on visual effects. “Such realistic sets push even actors
to perform at their best, and I am thrilled to see the audi-
ence’s reaction in theatres for these mind-blowing sequenc-
es,” he said. The actor also revealed that he had spent more
time working closely with Karthik than with any other di-
rector in his career. He particularly enjoyed the workshops
and extensive pre-production process, which gave him a
deeper understanding of the film’s potential.
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